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June 29, 2022 

 

Dear Members of FUMC Bryan, 

As the Lay Leader and a Lay Delegate for our congregation, it is part of my duty to keep you 
informed of important deliberations within our local congregation regarding happenings 
throughout the United Methodist Church (UMC) denomination.  I hope that this letter serves as a 
brief introduction of the major doctrinal issues dividing the UMC.  I apologize for the length of 
this “brief” introduction, but the issues are complex and seemingly ever-changing.  For the sake 
of brevity, I will save many of the details for later discussions as we work through the issues as a 
congregation over the coming months. 

The bottom line, in case you are unaware, is that there is a major schism occurring within the 
UMC.  Most media sources report that this is solely caused by disagreements concerning human 
sexuality, but it is a much deeper issue than that.  The primary issue is whether the Bible is true, 
relevant for our times, and authoritative over our lives and the church.  This problem has been 
heating up for over 50 years, and now it is finally boiling over.  Many leaders and organizations 
within the denomination are directly and openly defying the General Conference and the Judicial 
Council of the UMC.  These are the highest legislative and judicial bodies of our denomination, 
which author and adjudicate our UMC Book of Discipline. 

Although most of us desire to stay unified (John 17:22-23), divisions over theology and polity 
seems to be in the Methodist DNA.  In the 1800s, the Methodist church split several times to form 
the African Methodist Episcopal, the Methodist Protestant, the Primitive Methodist, the Methodist 
Episcopal Church North and Methodist Episcopal Church South, Free Methodist, Salvation Army, 
Christian Methodist Episcopal, and Nazarene churches.  In the 1900s, schisms created the 
Pentecostal Holiness, Social Gospel, Methodist Church, Southern Methodist Church, Evangelical 
Methodist, Association of Independent Methodist Churches, United Methodist Church, 
Autonomous Methodist Churches, and the Autonomy of Methodists in South and Central America.  
There are probably more than I have listed here.  Historically, there are more divided Methodists 
than there are united Methodists.  So, what we are currently witnessing is nothing new, and it is 
now our time to discern where God is leading us. 

Although the current conflict is not of our doing, we are forced to make some decisions.  Within 
the current UMC structure, there is no good mechanism to discipline those in the denomination 
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who act and teach in ways that are contrary to the Book of Discipline and the Bible.  This has 
created an unsustainable situation. We have now reached an impasse where one side of the UMC 
holds to a more traditional Methodist doctrine and another side promotes a more progressive 
doctrine where adherents believe that the Lord is doing a new thing in the UMC.  In the middle 
are those who are trying to maintain unity within the institution of the UMC.  After 50+ years of 
struggling with this issue, many Methodist traditionalists within the UMC have recently formed a 
new denomination, the Global Methodist Church, for those who want to stay aligned with 
traditional Methodist doctrines and polity.   

Should our congregation decide to join the Global Methodist Church or another Wesleyan 
denomination, the current options for leaving will likely be different and more onerous (and 
expensive) a year from now.  We can speculate on what that will look like, but currently, many 
other bishops are requiring their congregations to pay more than half of the value of their assets to 
leave the denomination.  We are very fortunate because as it stands right now, we are only required 
by our bishop to pay our apportionments and pension liabilities, which we voted to reduce 
substantially at the latest annual conference meeting.  Unfortunately, our bishop (Rev. Dr. Scott 
Jones) recently announced he will be retiring at the end of this year, so opportunities available now 
could change dramatically next year. 

To address this situation, our Church Council recently voted to create a task force, made up of 
informed, long-time members of our congregation, to research how we might move forward in the 
current climate.  This task force presented recommendations to the Church Council at their last 
meeting, and the Church Council voted unanimously to begin a process of discernment to 
disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church and join the Global Methodist Church.  Church 
members are encouraged to pray and fast to determine God’s will for us.  The process includes 
townhall-type meetings and other communication to keep our church informed and to elicit 
feedback from members within our church community.  We will be working with our new District 
Superintendent and the Texas Annual Conference throughout this process to ensure that we follow 
the procedures for discernment and disaffiliation. 

As Pastor Rick stated in the July 2022 church newsletter, over 100 of the 600 congregations in the 
Texas Annual Conference have already started a discernment process to disaffiliate from the UMC.  
More are sure to follow very soon.  I pray that we work together throughout this process as 
Christian brothers and sisters who love each other and seek to do the Lord’s will, regardless of the 
cost or our own personal opinions.  We have done this before in other crises that have faced our 
congregation.  As we deliberate, please pray for your church leaders.   

To keep you informed of upcoming meetings that all members may attend, here is an abbreviated 
schedule that was approved by the Church Council (times TBA): 

 

Weekly Prayer Vigil (Wednesdays through August 17th) July 13, 2022 

West District Discernment Disaffiliation Meeting August 13, 2022 

Townhall Meeting #1 August 24, 2022 
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Teaching GMC/UMC to membership August 29, 2022 
September 7, 2022 
September 14, 2022 

Townhall Meeting #2 September 18, 2022 

Church Council – Discernment Vote September 19, 2022 

Church Conference Vote October 16, 2022 

Special Called Session Texas Annual Conference December 3, 2022 

 

Again, we are in uncharted waters, so some of the meetings may need to be changed.  If so, the 
congregation will be notified.  As I mentioned, we will be presenting all current members with 
much more detailed information than the brief introduction presented in this letter.  To stay abreast 
of the latest details, please check our website (www.fumcbryan.org) as new information will be 
posted as we go forward with discernment.   

If you are not currently receiving emails from the church office, then send your email address to 
infofumcbryan@gmail.com.  This is important because we will be sending emails to you with links 
to websites that contain informative articles and videos.  To hold down costs, this is the only letter 
that you will likely receive in the mail, so be sure to send your email address and name to the email 
address above.  For those who do not use email, we will have printed copies of emailed documents 
available in the narthex and the welcome center desk in the office building. 

To be clear, we are only in the process of discernment and if the Church Council believes it is 
God’s will to vote to disaffiliate, then a Church Conference will be held at which every full member 
will be able to vote (in person only).  Feel free to contact me to voice your concerns and 
encouragement; however, emailing your questions and comments to infofumcbryan@gmail.com 
is the preferred and best way for us to collate and respond to your feedback.  I realize that we are 
all busy, but I ask that you do your due diligence as a disciple of Jesus Christ to take the time to 
read, ponder, and pray about all the information that you receive so that your input into this process 
will be informed, hospitable, and in accordance with God’s will.   

In His service, 

 
W. Todd Watson 
Lay Leader and Lay Delegate, FUMC Bryan 
dendrodoc@ArboristPhD.com 
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