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User Feedback 
We want to hear from you!  

Thank you for choosing to use Deep Blue. You can 
help us continue to provide resources that are 
relevant, engaging, and helpful. We highly value the 
comments and observations of our children’s ministry 
partners. Please send us your feedback by completing 
the brief survey on our website:  

www.deepbluekids.com/surveys 

 

Editable Leader Guides 

Do you find that you need to modify sessions to fit 
your church’s unique needs? Now you can! Download 
your Leader Guide as an editable Microsoft Word 
document, and you will have the ability to edit each 
session to be more specific for your class. 

 

Download the Deep Blue App today!  
It’s free! 
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Overview 
The overall goal of the Deep Blue Leader Guide is to equip and empower the adults in such a way that they 
can easily and effectively engage and interact with children. In doing so, you can support and care for all of 
your children as they deepen their faith, learn the Bible stories, and explore their commitment to God 
through Jesus Christ. 

 
Using This Leader Guide 

Before You Teach   
Beginning with the Leader Guide, each session 
offers a “Before You Teach” to help the facilitator 
prepare for the lesson, better understand the 
biblical background, and learn how the children will 
be invited into the Bible story. 

Lesson Flow  
The flow of the lesson gives volunteers and 
facilitators options to choose what best fits for you 
and your church setting. You may choose one of the 
activities separated by the “OR” or you can choose 
to do them all. All lessons include various learning 
styles, age-appropriate ideas and activities, and 
helps deepen the children’s understanding of core 
biblical stories.  

 
New concepts to a Deep Blue lesson include a time 
for sacred conversations and intentional transitions. 

Sacred Conversations  
is an opportunity for children and adults together to 
wonder and explore. It helps create deeper 
conversations about life and faith, and builds 
relationships.   

Transitions  
are an important way to help children move from 
one activity to the next. Each age level has created 
age-appropriate transitions as an intentional way to 
help the children easily shift their attention to a new 
part of the lesson. 
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Core Resources 
Bible Story Sheets 
Thirteen sheets, one for each 
session. These sheets include an 
interactive Bible story on one side 
and faith development ideas for 
parents on the other. The Preschool 
Bible Story Sheets include stickers. 

Activity Sheets 
Thirteen activities, one for each 
session. For Preschool and Early 
Elementary, these are simple cut-
and-paste types of activities. For 
Middle and Older Elementary, they 
are puzzles and journal pages. All 
activities relate to the Bible 
message.  

Class Kit 
This class resource includes two 
Attendance Charts, colorful 
pictures, posters, games, and 
storytelling figures for each quarter. 
Each item is designed to enhance 
the class experience with the Bible 
story.  

Lesson-enhancing Resources 

Deep Blue Adventure DVD 
The Adventure DVD contains  

• thirteen episodes that tell the 
Bible story in 3-D and 2-D 
animation 

• monthly Bible verse videos that 
help the children learn the Bible 
verses 

• four music videos with music  

• a unit Bible quiz to review each 
quarter’s Bible stories with the 
children 

Deep Blue Annual Music CD 
The official Deep Blue Annual Music 
CD contains 13 songs that support 
the stories taught in Deep Blue. 

 

 

 

 

 

Deep Blue Bible Storybook 
The children in your life are sure to 
love the new Deep Blue Bible 
Storybook. It tells 146 Bible stories 
in a way that young children 
understand. It has fun, bright 
illustrations sure to captivate! The 
Bible Storybook is organized in a 
way that helps children begin to 
learn the books of the Bible and 
practice beginning Bible skills. Plus, 
there are tips for adults, wonder 
questions for kids to help your child 
experience the story, and prayers 
and songs to deepen the faith of 
your young child.  

Deep Blue Bible Dictionary 
Make reading the Bible a little 
easier for your 7- to 12-year-old 
children with the Deep Blue Kids 
Bible Dictionary. They’ll not only 
learn the pronunciation and 
meaning of names, places, and 
events; colorful artwork will help 
them better understand the 
activities, occupations, and living 
conditions of those who lived in 
Bible lands.  

CEB Deep Blue Kids Bible 
Kids will dive deep into God’s Word 
with the CEB Deep Blue Kids Bible. 
This engaging, interactive Bible 
offers four-color icons and 
illustrations throughout with a 
wealth of notes, devotionals, Bible 
trivia, and other interactive 
elements to capture inquisitive 
young minds. Plus, the CEB Deep 
Blue Kids Bible will encourage a 
thirst for God’s timeless message as 
young readers join three lifelike kids 
in discovering the Bible and what it 
means to their lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources are available in Braille on 
request.  
Contact: 
Braille Ministry 
c/o Donna Veigel 
10810 N. 91st Avenue #96 
Peoria, AZ  85345 
(623-979-7552) 
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B.L.U.E. 
 

e with God 
• Develop the sense that God is always with you. 

• Feel awe and wonder of God’s mighty acts. 

• Know that God loves you and offers you grace. 

 

ove God and neighbor 
• Show love to family and friends. 

• Value the diversity among persons, recognizing the contributions that the variety of gifts, 
cultures, and physical abilities make to the community. 

• Participate in service projects appropriate to age levels and abilities. 

 

nderstand yourself as a child of God 
• Develop self-esteem and know that you are worthy of love and care. 

• Join with others to worship God. 

• Develop a sense of belonging to the faith community. 

 

xplore faith and the Bible  
• Investigate, experience, and question your faith. 

• Find guidance for disciplines of prayer and Bible reading. 

• Grow in your understanding of the relationship between the Bible message 
and your own relationship with God. 

• Explore the meaning of commitment to God through Jesus.
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The Basics 
Here are some basic supplies you will need to have available almost every Sunday. 

 

box of tissues 

card stock  

CD player 

chenille stems (variety 
of colors)  

colored copy paper 

colored tissue paper 

colored pencils 

computer & printer 

construction paper 

cotton balls 

cotton swabs 

crayons  

DVD player  

glue, gluesticks 

hand-washing 
supplies 

index cards  

lunch-sized paper 
bags  

markers (washable 
and permanent) 

mural paper 

napkins 

offering basket 

paintbrushes  

paper clips  

 

paper or plastic table 
coverings  

paper bowls 

paper cups 

paper plates (variety 
of sizes and weights)  

paper punch 

paper towels 

pencils  

plastic containers for 
paint and/or water 

posterboard  

projector or television 

resealable plastic 
bags 

ribbon (variety of 
widths)  

scissors (adult and 
safety) 

smocks  

stapler, staples  

stickers 

tape (clear, masking)  

washable paint 

watercolor paints  

wet wipes 

wooden craft sticks 

yarn 

 
Beyond the Basics 
Sometimes an activity might use a supply that is not on the basic supply list. When that happens, the supply 
will be listed on the first page of the session. 

 
Digital Resources 
Deep Blue Adventures App 
A great tool for continued faith 
learning at home! The app includes 
a parental dashboard feature, as 
well as videos and customizable 
avatars. 
 

deepbluekids.com 
Find the ASL for the quarterly Bible 
verses, teacher helps, parent helps, 
training videos, extra coloring 
sheets, and more—all free at our 
website! 
 

 
Check out deepbluekids.com and 
follow us on social media 
(@deepbluekids) to connect with 
other leaders, download additional 
content, and stay up to date on all 
the Deep Blue news. 

NOTE: Websites are constantly changing. Although the websites recommended in this resource were checked at the time this unit was 
developed, we recommend that you double-check all sites to verify that they are still live and that they are still suitable for children before 
doing the activity. 
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PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
Mary’s Story Angel Banner 
Paper Plate Angel 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible 
Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
Nativity Scavenger 
Hunt 
Angel Food Cake 
Loving God, Loving 
Neighbor 
Transition to Bless 

4. Bless 
Inviting 
Praising  
Blessing 
At Home with God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television 
or projector and screen | Offering basket | 
Crayons or markers | Tape | Ribbon or yarn 
(four- to five-foot length for each child) | 
Construction paper (esp. white & purple) | 
White dinner-size paper plates | Glue | 
Napkins | Hand-washing supplies | Scissors 
 
Gather: Glitter glue 
 
Explore: Cloth 
 
Respond: Small magnets | Magnetic 
surface | Plastic forks | Angel food cake | 
Small squeeze bottles of food coloring | 
Purple streamers 
 
Bless: Purple streamers | Unscented lip 
balm | Envelope 

 
Before You Teach 
In our Bible story today, we will hear about an angel, Gabriel, who came to visit Mary. Gabriel came 
to give Mary a message from God. Gabriel told Mary God was sending her a baby boy. She was to 
name him Jesus. Jesus would be God’s Son.  

Mary was engaged to a man named Joseph. If Joseph discovered she was expecting a child before 
they were married, he could call off the engagement. That would have meant death for Mary. I 
imagine Mary was very afraid. Mary’s fear quickly turned to joy when the angel, Gabriel, reassured 
Mary that God would be with her. After this reassurance, Mary was filled with happiness and joy. 
She proclaimed herself a servant of God, and she would accept and do what God wanted her to. Her 
joyful acceptance of God’s message is amazing in the face of the risks she was taking in her own life. 
Mary trusted in God and believed that God would be with her. 

Light the first candle on your Advent wreath, if you have one. (If not, light a single candle.) The first 
candle is the candle of hope. What is your hope for this Advent season? Pray this week for God to 
fill you with the wonder of Advent and to open your heart to the hope that the baby Jesus brings. As 
the flame flickers, ponder if you joyfully accept the hard tasks that God asks of you.  
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GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or 16 & 17) at eye level. 

• Play, “Come to Us, Emmanuel” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child. 

• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table. Help each child put the Mary 
and angel attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance Chart. 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about a time when an angel, Gabriel, surprised Mary. 

TIP: Welcome each child with a special handshake. You might give the child a high five, fist bump, or 
thumb bump. Make this a greeting ritual each week. 

 

A—Mary’s Story Angel Banner (Activity Sheets) 
Before class: Punch out “Mary’s Story Angel Banner” (Activity Sheets—p. 3) for each child. Prepare a four- 
to five-foot length of ribbon or yarn to use as a banner for each child. 

SAY: Today is the first Sunday of Advent. Advent is a special time when we get ready to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus. Our Bible story today is about Mary, the mother of Jesus. 

• Give each child the triangular angel figure. Have each child color the angel and tape it to her or his 
length of ribbon or yarn you prepared earlier. 

ASK: Would you be surprised if an angel appeared to you? 

 

B—Paper Plate Angel (Art) 
Before class: For each child—from a ten-inch paper plate (or larger), cut out a triangle from the edge to 
the center (approximately one-third of the plate). This triangle will be the angel body. The remaining cut 
plate will be the angel wings. Cut an oval from a piece of white construction paper for a head. 

SAY: Angels often appeared with special news in the Bible. Mary believed the angel brought her news 
from God. 

• Have each child spread glitter glue on the outer edges of the paper plate (wings) and the body. Have 
each child place the large cut plate (the wings) with the open cutout V at the top. Help each child tape 
the triangle (the body), point upward, onto the wings, with the point just below the center. Have each 
child tape the oval on top of the triangle point (body) to represent a face/head. 

ASK: How do you think Mary felt when the angel spoke to her? 

  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs).  Encourage them to walk softly, like angels, as they move to your story area.  

OR 
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EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area.  

ASK: I wonder: 

o Is it hard to wait for something you are excited about?  

o Do you think Mary was excited about the birth of Jesus?  

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Punch out the Mary and angel snowflake (Class Kit—p. 28). 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about Mary, the mother of Jesus, and the angel that visited her, Gabriel.  

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area. 

• Place the Mary and the angel snowflake on the cloth or paper. 

• Tell the children the story, “Gabriel’s Message” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 298–301). 

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Session 1 (Adventure DVD) with the children. 

ASK: How does your church get ready for Christmas? 

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “Mary’s Story” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 1) to the children. Encourage the children to do the 

suggested motions. 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Remove the Bible Verse Poster for Unit 1 (Class Kit—p. 5).  

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Give each child the Bible verse Sticker (Bible Story Sheets), and have the children repeat the Bible 
verse. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 92).  

 

Transition to Respond 
• Sing, “Name Him Jesus,” to the tune of “Did You Ever See a Lassie?” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs) as the 

children move to the next activity.  
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RESPOND 
A—Nativity Scavenger Hunt (Game) 
Before class: Cut out the Mary and angel figures (Class Kit—p. 23). Tape a small magnet on the back of 
each figure. Hide the figures in the classroom. Provide a magnetic surface (such as a cookie sheet or 
magnetic erasable board) for the figures to adhere to. 

SAY: Today in our Bible story, the angel Gabriel visited Mary. Figures of Mary and Gabriel are somewhere 
in the room. They are the first figures for our Nativity set. Can you find them? 

• When the figures have been found, tell the children to put them on the magnetic surface you have 
provided. Encourage the children to play with the figures. 

ASK: What figures do you think we will add to our Nativity set next week? 

 

B—Angel Food Cake (Snack) 
Before class: Buy or bake an angel food cake. Prepare plates, forks, and napkins for each child.  

SAY: There is an angel in today’s Bible story, Gabriel. Gabriel brought Mary amazing news. Let’s create an 
angel face on the angel food cake and then enjoy eating it! 

• Give each child a slice of angel food cake and food coloring. Encourage the children to create an angel 
face on their piece of cake.  

ASK: What is your favorite food at Christmastime? 

TIP: Have the children wash their hands. Check for allergies before serving food to your children. 

 

Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
Before class: Photocopy and cut out “Advent Wreath” (Leader Guide—p. 12) for each child.  

• Help each child follow the directions to make the Advent wreath.  

• Have each child glue “Advent Calendar” (Activity Sheets—p. 5) on the back of the Advent wreath. 

SAY: Today is the first Sunday of Advent. The first candle is the candle of hope. Advent is a time we wait 
in hope for Jesus to come. Color the flame on the candle of hope. Color the number 1 figure on your 
Advent calendar because today is the first day of Advent. 

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs). 

• Give each child a purple streamer to dance with as they move to your worship area. Tell them purple is 
the color of Advent. 

TIP: Save the purple streamers to use through Session 5.   

OR 
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BLESS 
Inviting 
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board.  

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance with the purple 
streamers as the video plays.  

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the Mary and angel snowflake you 
cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural. 

SAY: The angel Gabriel told Mary she would have a son, Jesus. Jesus would be God’s Son.  

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29). Cut out the Advent Wreath and the four flames 
(Class Kit—p. 9). You will need a flame for the next three weeks, so store them in an envelope. 

• Show the children the song cards and name each song. 

• Choose one child to pick a card. Sing the song on that card.  

SAY: Today is the first Sunday of Advent. It is a special time when we get ready to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus. Today we’ll light the first candle on our Advent wreath. 

• Tape one flame to one candle. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for the hope in our hearts as we wait for Jesus. Amen. 

TIP: Keep at least one Songs sheet to use in class.  

 

 
Blessing 
Before class: Have unscented lip balm ready.  

• Face each child. Draw a heart on the back of the child’s hand with the lip balm. 

SAY: Rejoice, (child’s name). May your heart be filled with hope. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for all the ways you bring us hope. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
ASK: What’s one thing about today’s Bible story you can tell your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 1, “Advent Family Devotions” (Bible Story Sheets), “Advent Calendar” 
(Activity Sheets) with “Advent Wreath” glued on the back, and the Songs sheet home with each child.  



1. Mary’s Story (Luke 1:26-38) 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” (Luke 2:10) 
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Advent Wreath 

Cut out the Advent candles and holly below. Glue the candles in a circle on a purple sheet of 

construction paper. Glue the Jesus candle in the middle of the circle. Color the candles and holly (but 

not the flames) with crayons or markers. Color the flame on the hope candle. Color one flame each 

Sunday until Christmas. The love candle is next, then the joy candle, then the peace candle, and 

finally, the Christ (Jesus) candle on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. 

 



2. Joseph’s Story (Matthew 1:18-24) 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” (Luke 2:10) 
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PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
Joseph’s Story Angel Banner 
Paper Plate Halo 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
Nativity 
Scavenger Hunt 
Joseph’s 
Carpenter Shop 
Loving God, 
Loving Neighbor 
Transition to 
Bless 

4. Bless 
Inviting 
Praising  
Blessing 
At Home with 
God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television or 
projector and screen | Offering basket | Crayons or 
markers | Dinner-size paper plates | Glue | Cloth or 
construction paper | Ribbon | Tape | Scissors 
 
Gather: Glitter glue | Sequins | Angel Banners 
started last week 
 
Explore: No additional supplies 
 
Respond: Small magnet | Magnetic surface | 
Cardboard boxes (different sizes) | Wooden golf tees 
| Child-friendly hammers and carpenter tools | Purple 
streamers | Glitter glue 
 
Bless: Purple streamers | Unscented lip balm 

 
Before You Teach 
Last week our Bible story was from the Gospel of Luke. Luke shared the story of Mary and her visit 
from the angel, Gabriel, telling her she was to have God’s Son. Mary was a young girl, probably 
twelve or thirteen years old. This was the age at which girls were married during Bible times. She 
was engaged to Joseph, an arrangement likely made by her father.    

The Gospel of Matthew tells us about the angel’s visit to Joseph. Before the visit from the angel, 
Joseph became aware that Mary was pregnant. In those days, if Mary was pregnant before she had 
marital relations, she would have been accused of adultery, and by law been stoned to death. 
Joseph did not want this for Mary and decided not to follow the law. He was planning on divorcing 
her quietly.  

One night an angel came to Joseph in a dream and told him that Mary was to have a child, a son; 
they would name him Jesus, and he would be God’s Son. Joseph believed and trusted the angel and 
took Mary for his wife. 

Some people are hesitant to call Joseph the father of Jesus, since Jesus is God’s Son. However, 
legally, Jesus was Joseph’s adopted son. The Bible refers to Jesus as the son of Joseph from 
Nazareth, and it’s through Joseph that Jesus’ lineage is traced back to King David. 

Light the second candle on your Advent wreath, the candle of love. Say a prayer that you are open 
to God’s love this Advent season.  



2. Joseph’s Story (Matthew 1:18-24) 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” (Luke 2:10) 
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GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or 16 & 17) at eye level. 

• Play, “Come to Us, Emmanuel” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child with a greeting. 

• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table. 

• Help each child put the Joseph and the angel attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the 
Attendance Chart. 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about a time when an angel came to Joseph in a dream. 

TIP: Welcome each child with a special handshake. You might give the child a high five, fist bump, or 
thumb bump. Make this a greeting ritual each week. 

 

A—Joseph’s Story Angel Banner (Activity Sheets) 
Before class: Punch out “Joseph’s Story Angel Banner” (Activity Sheets—p. 7) for each child.  

SAY: Today our Bible story is about a man named Joseph and the appearance in his dream of an angel. 
Joseph was to wed Mary, but he was worried about Mary and her baby. The angel told him not to be 
worried, that the baby was God’s Son and they would name him Jesus. 

• Give each child the square angel figure. 

• Have each child color the angel and attach it to her or his ribbon or yarn you prepared last week. 

ASK: How do you think angels look? 

 

B—Paper Plate Halo (Art) 
Before class: Cut the center out of a dinner-size paper plate for each child. 

• Give each child a cutout paper plate. 

• Encourage the children to decorate the halos with crayons, markers, glitter glue, and sequins. 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about Joseph and the angel that came to visit him in his dream.  

ASK: How do you think Joseph felt when the angel told him to name the child Jesus? 

• The children will use their halos during the Bible story. 

  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs). 

• Have each child wear the halo he or she made as all the children move quietly to your story area.   

OR 



2. Joseph’s Story (Matthew 1:18-24) 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” (Luke 2:10) 
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EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area.  

ASK: I wonder: 

o What’s one thing you want to thank God for today?  

o What happened this week that made you happy?  

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the Joseph and the angel snowflake (Class Kit—p. 28). 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about Joseph and the angel who came to him in his dream.  

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area. 

• Place the Joseph and the angel snowflake on the cloth or paper. 

• Tell the children the story, “Joseph’s Story” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 216–217). 

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Session 2 (Adventure DVD) with the children. 

ASK: How do you think Joseph felt when the angel spoke to him in his dream? 

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “Joseph’s Story” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 2) to the children. Encourage the children to shake 

their halos each time they hear the word “angel.” 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Display the Bible Verse Poster for Unit 1 (Class Kit—p. 5).  

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Have the children repeat the Bible verse. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 92).  

 

Transition to Respond 
• Whisper each child’s name as he or she moves to the next activity. 

  



2. Joseph’s Story (Matthew 1:18-24) 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” (Luke 2:10) 
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RESPOND 
A—Nativity Scavenger Hunt (Game) 
Before class: Cut out the Joseph figure (Class Kit—p. 23) and tape a small magnet on the back of the 
figure. Hide the Joseph figure, along with the angel and Mary figures from last week. Provide a magnetic 
surface (such as a cookie sheet or magnetic erasable board) for the figures to adhere to. 

SAY: In our Bible story today, an angel visited Joseph in a dream. Joseph, the angel, and Mary are 
somewhere in the room. Can you find them?  

• When the figures have been found, tell the children to put them on the magnetic surface you have 
provided. Encourage the children to play with the figures. 

ASK: Who else do we need to add to our Nativity set? 

 

B—Joseph’s Carpenter Shop (Drama) 
Before class: Collect different sizes of cardboard boxes and wooden golf tees. Provide a collection of child-
friendly hammers and other woodworking tools. 

SAY: Joseph was a carpenter. He built items out of wood.  

• Show the children how they can hammer the tees into the cardboard boxes. Encourage them to 
pretend they are Joseph making items in his carpenter’s shop. 

ASK: What do you think Joseph made in his shop? 

 

Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
Before class: Photocopy and cut out the “Call Him Jesus” Card and angel (Leader Guide—p. 18) for each 
child. 

• Have each child color the card with crayons or markers. Let them use glitter glue on the angels. Fold 
the card inward along the dotted lines and help each child glue the angel to the left side of the card 
flap (see the how-to illustration). 

SAY: The angel told Joseph to name the baby Jesus. Joseph and Mary loved Jesus very much. Let’s each 
make a card to share with someone we love very much. 

ASK: Who will you give your card to? 

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs). 

• Give each child a purple streamer. Call the children by the colors of their clothing to your worship area.   

OR 



2. Joseph’s Story (Matthew 1:18-24) 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” (Luke 2:10) 
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BLESS 
Inviting 
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board.  

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance with the purple 
streamers as the video plays.  

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the Joseph and the angel snowflake 
you cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.  

SAY: An angel told Joseph some good news: Mary was going to have a baby named Jesus. 

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if you did not do so last week. Cut out the Advent 
wreath and flames (Class Kit—p. 9), if you did not do so last week. 

• Show the children the song cards and name each song. 

• Choose one child to pick a card. 

• Sing the song on that card.  

SAY: Today is the second Sunday of Advent. It is a special time when we get ready to celebrate the birth 
of Jesus. Today we’ll light two candles on our Advent wreath. 

• Tape a flame to a second candle on the Advent wreath, the candle of love. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for the love in our hearts as we wait for Jesus. Amen. 

TIP: Keep at least one Songs sheet to use in class. 

 

Blessing 
Before class: Have unscented lip balm ready.     

• Face each child. Draw a heart on the back of the child’s hand with the lip balm. 

SAY: Rejoice, (child’s name). You are loved by God. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for all the ways you show us love. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
ASK: What’s one thing about today’s Bible story you can tell your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 2 home with each child, along with the Deep Blue App Sticker (Bible 
Story Sheets).  



2. Joseph’s Story (Matthew 1:18-24) 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” (Luke 2:10) 
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“Call Him Jesus” Card 
 
 



3. Jesus Is Coming (Luke 2:1-5) 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” (Luke 2:10) 
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PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
Jesus-Is-Coming Angel 
Banner 
No Room 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
Nativity Play  
Picnic on the Road 
to Bethlehem 
Loving God, 
Loving Neighbor 
Transition to Bless 

4. Bless 
Inviting 
Praising  
Blessing 
At Home with God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television or 
projector and screen | Offering basket | Crayons 
or markers | Glue | Tape | Napkins | Construction 
paper (different colors) | Resealable plastic bags  
 
Gather: Christmas music | Angel Banners 
started in Session 1  
 
Explore: Cloth 
 
Respond: Child-friendly Nativity sets | Lunch-
size paper bags | Pita bread | Cheese | Raisins | 
Purple streamers 
 
Bless: Purple streamers | Unscented lip balm 

 
Before You Teach 
Today is the third Sunday of Advent. The last two weeks, we heard about Gabriel’s visit to Mary and 
the angel’s visit to Joseph. Today, Mary and Joseph are awaiting the birth of Jesus. However, Caesar 
Augustus, the most powerful person in the world, the emperor of the Roman Empire, made a 
declaration. The second chapter of Luke begins with these words, “In those days Caesar Augustus 
declared that everyone throughout the empire should be enrolled in the tax lists.” This meant that 
Mary, who was about to deliver the baby Jesus, and Joseph would have to journey over sixty miles 
to Bethlehem, the hometown of Joseph.  

The journey was not an easy one. It took many days to travel. The Bible doesn’t tell us if Mary and 
Joseph had a donkey to ride or if they walked the entire route. Either way, it was a long and weary 
journey, for Mary and Joseph. 

When Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem, there was no place to stay. Bethlehem was full of 
other travelers who came because of Caesar Augustus’s declaration. No one had room for Mary and 
Joseph to sleep, until a kindly innkeeper suggested they could stay in the stable with his animals. 
And so, when Jesus was born, Mary wrapped him in cloth and laid him in a manger in a stable.  

Light the third candle on your Advent wreath, the candle of joy. Mary and Joseph must have felt 
overwhelming joy when Jesus was born, just as we feel joy at the birth of a child. What else may 
they have felt? Pray that God will fill your heart with joy this Advent season.  



3. Jesus Is Coming (Luke 2:1-5) 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” (Luke 2:10) 
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GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or pp. 16 & 17) at eye level. 

• Play, “Come to Us, Emmanuel” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child with a greeting ritual. 

• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table. 

• Help each child put the Joseph, Mary, and donkey attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the 
Attendance Chart. 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about Mary and Joseph traveling to Bethlehem to be counted for the tax list. 

TIP: Welcome each child with a special handshake. 

 

A—Jesus-Is-Coming Angel Banner (Activity Sheets) 
Before class: Punch out “Jesus-Is-Coming Angel Banner” (Activity Sheets—p. 9) for each child. 

SAY: In the Bible story today, Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem. It was a hard journey. Mary and 
Joseph remembered the angel told them God would be with them, and they trusted God. 

• Give each child the circular angel figure. Have each child color the angel and attach it to his or her 
ribbon or yarn you prepared two weeks ago. 

ASK: How do you think Mary and Joseph felt on their journey to Bethlehem? Were they afraid? 

 

B—No Room (Game) 
Before class: Create “inns” by placing different colors of construction paper on the floor. 

SAY: Mary and Joseph needed a place to stay in Bethlehem.  

• Play this game like musical chairs. Invite all the children to stand on an “inn.” Remove an “inn” after 
each round.  

• Instruct the children to move around from inn to inn when they hear Christmas music playing. When 
the music stops, they must find an empty “inn” to stand on.  

ASK: Do you think Mary and Joseph will find a place to stay? 

  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs). 

• Invite the children to walk like donkeys as they move to your story area.  

OR 



3. Jesus Is Coming (Luke 2:1-5) 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” (Luke 2:10) 
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EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area.  

ASK: I wonder: 

o Have you ever been on a long journey?  

o Where did you stay when you got there? 

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the Mary, Joseph, and donkey snowflake (Class Kit—p. 28). 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about Mary and Joseph and their journey to Bethlehem.  

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area. 

• Place the Mary, Joseph, and donkey snowflake on the cloth or paper. 

• Tell the children the story, “Jesus Is Born” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 304–307). 

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Session 3 (Adventure DVD) with the children. 

ASK: What is your favorite Christmas carol? 

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “Jesus Is Coming” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 3) to the children. Encourage the children to do 

the suggested motions. 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Display the Bible Verse Poster for Unit 1 (Class Kit—p. 5).  

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Have the children repeat the Bible verse. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 92).  

• Have the children make the signs for the Bible verse again—this time, without speaking. 

 

Transition to Respond 
• Sing, “On the Road to Bethlehem,” to the tune of “This Is the Way” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs) as the 

children move to the next activity.  
  



3. Jesus Is Coming (Luke 2:1-5) 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” (Luke 2:10) 
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RESPOND 
A—Nativity Play (Drama) 
Before class: Assemble a variety of child-friendly Nativity sets, including the magnetic one used in previous 
sessions. 

SAY: In our Bible story today, Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem. There was no room for them in 
the inns, so a kindly innkeeper allowed them to sleep in his stable.   

• Encourage the children to play and use the figures to reenact the story. 

ASK: What do you think Mary and Joseph did first when they arrived at the stable? 

 

B—Picnic on the Road to Bethlehem (Snack) 
Before class: Prepare a lunch-size paper bag with pita bread, cheese, and raisins for each child. 

SAY: Today’s Bible story is about Mary and Joseph traveling to Bethlehem. It was a long journey, so they 
probably would have packed a lunch. 

• Give each child a paper bag and tell the children they are going on a journey. Lead the children on a 
journey through the space you have available in your church setting.  

• Stop along the journey and enjoy your snack. 

ASK: Do you think Mary and Joseph were hungry on their way to Bethlehem? 

TIP: Have the children wash their hands. Always check for allergies when handling or serving food with 
children. 

 

Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
Before class: Photocopy “Jesus Is Born” (Leader Guide—p. 24).  

SAY: There were no rooms for Mary and Joseph when they arrived in Bethlehem. A very kind innkeeper 
decided to help Mary and Joseph and told them they could stay in his stable. 

• Invite the children to color their pictures with crayons or markers.  

ASK: Has anyone shown you kindness? 

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs). 

• Give each child a purple streamer. Encourage the children to jump for joy to your worship area.  
  

OR 



3. Jesus Is Coming (Luke 2:1-5) 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” (Luke 2:10) 
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BLESS 
Inviting 
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board.  

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance with the purple 
streamers as the video plays.  

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the Mary, Joseph, and donkey 
snowflake you cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.  

SAY: Mary and Joseph walked a long way to get to Bethlehem. 

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not done previously. Cut out the Advent wreath 
and flames (Class Kit—p. 9), if you did not do so the past two weeks. 

• Show the children the song cards and name each song. 

• Choose one child to pick a card. 

• Sing the song on that card.  

• Show the children the Advent wreath. 

SAY: Today is the third Sunday of Advent. It is a special time when we get ready to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus. Today we’ll light three candles on our Advent wreath, including the candle of joy.  

• Tape a flame to a third candle. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for the joy we feel at the birth of Jesus. Amen. 

TIP: Keep at least one Songs sheet to use in class. 

 

Blessing 
Before class: Have unscented lip balm ready. 

• Face each child. Draw a heart on the back of the child’s hand with the lip balm.  

SAY: Rejoice, (child’s name), for the joy of Jesus is in your heart. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for all the ways you bring us joy. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
ASK: What’s one thing about today’s Bible story you can tell your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 3 home with each child. 
  



3. Jesus Is Coming (Luke 2:1-5) 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” (Luke 2:10) 
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Jesus Is Born 
 

 



4. Jesus Is Born (Luke 2:5-7) 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” (Luke 2:10)  
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PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
Jesus-Is-Born Angel Banner 
Dot Nativity 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
Nativity Scavenger 
Hunt 
Baby Jesus 
Swaddle 
Loving God, Loving 
Neighbor 
Transition to Bless 

4. Bless 
Inviting 
Praising  
Blessing 
At Home with God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television or 
projector and screen | Offering basket | 
Crayons or markers | Glue | Tape | Yarn | Cloth 
or construction paper | Scissors | Card stock | 
Wet wipes | Paper punch 
 
Gather: Dot pens | Washable ink pads | 
Angel Banners started in Session 1 
 
Explore: No additional supplies 
 
Respond: Small magnet | Magnetic surface | 
Dolls | Blankets | Cloths | Baby beds | Old 
Christmas cards | Glitter crayons | Purple 
streamers 
 
Bless: Purple streamers | Unscented lip balm 

 
Before You Teach 
We have spent several weeks hearing about the events that led up to the birth of Jesus: a visit from 
the angel Gabriel to Mary; a visit from an angel to Joseph in his dream; the demand from Caesar 
Augustus for everyone to return to their hometowns to be counted in the tax list; the hard and 
arduous journey to Bethlehem, with Mary expecting Jesus to be born any day; at last, arriving in 
Bethlehem and finding there was nowhere to stay except a stable. 

This week our Bible story is about Jesus being born. The waiting is over. Mary has her child, Jesus, in 
a stable. Not where she would have hoped to give birth, but it was probably warm and dry. Mary 
wraps him in cloth and lays him tenderly in a manger. I would imagine that Mary and Joseph are 
overwhelmed with love for Jesus, as most parents are.   

Young children are usually familiar with babies. They may have baby siblings or other family 
members who are babies. They also are aware of the families these babies are a part of. They know 
the babies are the son, daughter, sister, or brother of someone. By saying that Jesus is God’s Son, 
you are explaining the divinity of Jesus on a level they understand.  

In this time of overly excited children and endless to-do lists, take some time to be silent. Light the 
fourth candle on the Advent wreath, the candle of peace. Give thanks for the people who shared 
the story of Jesus’ birth with you, and pray for peace in their lives and yours.  



4. Jesus Is Born (Luke 2:5-7) 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” (Luke 2:10)  
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GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or pp. 16 & 17) at eye level. 

• Play, “Come to Us, Emmanuel” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child with a greeting ritual. 

• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table. 

• Help each child put the Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the 
Attendance Chart. 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about Jesus and his birth. 

TIP: Welcome each child with a special handshake. You might give the child a high five, fist bump, or 
thumb bump. Make this a greeting ritual each week. 

 

A—Jesus-Is-Born Angel Banner (Activity Sheets) 
Before class: Punch out “Jesus-Is-Born Angel Banner” (Activity Sheets—p. 11) for each child. 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about what happened when Jesus was born. Angels appeared to welcome 
the newborn Jesus. 

• Give each child the square angel figure. 

• Have each child color the angel and attach it to her or his ribbon or yarn you prepared at the beginning 
of the unit. 

ASK: What do you think the temperature was in the stable when Jesus was born? 

 

B—Dot Nativity (Art) 
Before class: Photocopy “Dot Nativity” (Leader Guide—p. 30) on card stock for each child. 

• Show the children how to complete the Dot Nativity by filling in the figures and scene with inked 
fingerprints or large dot pens. Have each child place the angel Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the 
finished scene. 

SAY: When Jesus was born, Mary wrapped him in bands of soft cloth and laid him in the manger. 

ASK: How do you think the manger felt to sleep in? 

  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs). 

• Encourage the children to moo like cows as they move to your story area. 
  

OR 



4. Jesus Is Born (Luke 2:5-7) 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” (Luke 2:10)  
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EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area. 

ASK: I wonder: 

o What animals do you think were in the stable when Jesus was born?  

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the Joseph, Mary, and baby Jesus snowflake (Class Kit—p. 28). 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about when Jesus was born in the stable.  

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area. 

• Place the Joseph, Mary, and baby Jesus snowflake on the cloth or paper. 

• Tell the children the story, “Jesus Is Born” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 304–307). 

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Session 4 (Adventure DVD) with the children. 

ASK: Who would you like to play in a Christmas pageant? 

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “Jesus Is Born” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 4) to the children. Encourage the children to do the 

suggested motions. 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Display the Bible Verse Poster for Unit 1 (Class Kit—p. 5).  

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Have the children repeat the Bible verse. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 92).  

• Have the children make the signs for the Bible verse again—this time, without speaking. 

 

Transition to Respond 
• Sing, “Sleep, Baby Jesus,” to the tune of “Rock-a-Bye Baby” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs) as the children 

move to the next activity.  
  



4. Jesus Is Born (Luke 2:5-7) 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” (Luke 2:10)  
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RESPOND 
A—Nativity Scavenger Hunt (Game) 
Before class: Cut out the baby Jesus figure (Class Kit—p. 23) and tape a small magnet on the back of the 
figure. Hide the Joseph, Mary, angel, and baby Jesus figures in the classroom. Provide a magnetic surface 
(such as a cookie sheet or magnetic erasable board) for the figures to adhere to. 

SAY: In our Bible story today, Jesus was born. Joseph, Mary, the angel, and baby Jesus are somewhere in 
the room. Can you find them?  

• When the figures have been found, tell the children to put the figures on the magnetic surface you 
have provided. Encourage the children to play with the figures and name them. 

ASK: Who do you think is missing from our Nativity set? 

 

B—Baby Jesus Swaddle (Drama) 
Before class: Provide an assortment of dolls, cloths, blankets, and baby beds.  

SAY: When baby Jesus was born, Mary would have wrapped him tight, so he would feel safe. 

• Demonstrate how to wrap a doll in swaddling clothes. 

• Let the children pretend they are Mary or Joseph taking care of baby Jesus. 

ASK: How do you feel when you are wrapped up in a blanket? 

TIP: You can search websites to find instructions on how to swaddle a baby. 

 

Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
Before class: Photocopy “Star Ornament” (Leader Guide—p. 95) on card stock for each child. Cut out 
pictures of baby Jesus from old Christmas cards. Punch a hole in the top of each star. String yarn through 
each hole to finish the ornament. 

SAY: You are each going to make an ornament to hang on your Christmas tree at home. 

• Encourage each child to color a star with glitter crayons or markers. 

• Help each child, as needed, to glue a picture of baby Jesus to the middle of the star. 

SAY: The ornament will help you remember that Jesus is God’s gift to us! 

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs). 

• Give each child a purple streamer to dance with as they move to your worship area.  
  

OR 



4. Jesus Is Born (Luke 2:5-7) 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” (Luke 2:10)  
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BLESS 
Inviting 
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board.  

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance with the purple 
streamers as the video plays.  

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the Joseph, Mary, and baby Jesus 
snowflake cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.  

SAY: Today we celebrate the birth of Jesus! We have been waiting so long for today! 

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not done previously. Cut out the Advent wreath 
and flames (Class Kit—p. 9), if you did not do so the past three weeks. 

• Show the children the song cards and name each song. 

• Choose one child to pick a card. 

• Sing the song on that card.  

SAY: Today is the fourth Sunday of Advent. It is a special time when we get ready to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus. Today we’ll light four candles on our Advent wreath. The fourth candle is the candle of peace. 

• Tape the final flame to the fourth candle. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for the special time of Advent and the birth of baby Jesus. Amen. 

TIP: Keep at least one Songs sheet to use in class. 

 

Blessing 
Before class: Have unscented lip balm ready. 

• Face each child. Draw a heart on the back of the child’s hand with lip balm.  

SAY: Rejoice, (child’s name), for the peace of Jesus is in your heart. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for Jesus and the peace he brings. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
ASK: What’s one thing about today’s Bible story you can tell your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 4 home with each child. 
  



4. Jesus Is Born (Luke 2:5-7) 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” (Luke 2:10)  
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Dot Nativity 
 
 



5. Shepherds’ Story (Luke 2:8-20) 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” (Luke 2:10) 
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PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
Shepherds’ Story Angel 
Banner 
Sheep Mask 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
Corralling Sheep 
Good News 
Loving God, Loving 
Neighbor 
Transition to Bless 

4. Bless 
Inviting 
Praising  
Blessing 
At Home with God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television or 
projector and screen | Offering basket | 
Crayons or markers | Glue | Ribbon or yarn | 
Cloth or construction paper | Scissors | Tape | 
Cotton balls | Dinner-size paper plates 
 
Gather: Angel Banners started in Session 1 
 
Explore: No additional supplies 
 
Respond: Blocks | Straws | Child-friendly 
Nativity sets | Small magnets | Magnetic 
surface | Purple streamers 
 
Bless: Purple streamers | Unscented lip balm 

 
Before You Teach 
The Christmas story is a simple story. Mary and Joseph are hardworking, humble people. Their child, 
Jesus, who is God’s Son, is born in a stable and spends his first night in a manger—not where you 
would expect a king to be born. The story is one of humble circumstances, identified with the poor, 
the homeless, and the marginalized. 

Today our Bible story is about the shepherds. Shepherds were marginalized during the time of 
Jesus. God chose the shepherds to be the first to hear of the birth of Jesus. God wanted there to be 
no mistake God was sending Jesus to share that the good news was for everyone.  

First one angel and then a multitude of angels appeared to the shepherds to announce the birth of 
Jesus. I would imagine the shepherds were quite startled by the appearance of the angels, but that 
didn’t slow them down. They left immediately to find Mary and Joseph and the baby Jesus. After 
they saw the baby, the shepherds hurried to share the good news of Jesus’ birth with others.  

The gift that God gave to us, Jesus, was good news for everyone! People who are poor, the 
homeless, and the marginalized are all included in God’s love. 

Light the Christ candle on your Advent wreath, if you have one. If not, light a single candle. Gaze at 
the flame and remember that Jesus is the light of the world. Whenever you see a flame this week, 
remind yourself that Jesus is God’s gift to us and was born to shine God’s light on all people.  



5. Shepherds’ Story (Luke 2:8-20) 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” (Luke 2:10) 
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GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or pp. 16 & 17) at eye level. 

• Play, “Come to Us, Emmanuel” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child with a greeting ritual. 

• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table. 

• Help each child put the shepherds attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance Chart. 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about what happened when a lot of angels appeared to the shepherds. The 
angels told the shepherds of the birth of Jesus.  

TIP: Welcome each child with a special handshake.  

 

A—Shepherds’ Story Angel Banner (Activity Sheets) 
Before class: Punch out “Shepherds’ Story Angel Banner” (Activity Sheets—p. 13) for each child. 

SAY: In today’s Bible story, the shepherds were told of Jesus’ birth by a lot of angels. Look at all the 
angels we have on our banners! Let’s add one more. 

• Give each child a triangular angel figure. Have each child color the angel and attach it to her or his 
ribbon or yarn from the beginning of the month. 

ASK: How do you think the shepherds felt when they saw the angels? 

TIP: Today is the last day for the Angel Banner. Send each child home with his or her Angel Banner. 

 

B—Sheep Mask (Art) 
Before class: Cut out the centers of dinner-size paper plates, one for each child. Cut out two ears from the 
center of each paper plate. 

• Show the children how to glue the cotton balls around the edges of the dinner-size paper plates. Help 
them glue the ears to the top of the paper plates. 

SAY: The shepherds could not leave the sheep alone when they went to see baby Jesus. 

ASK: How many sheep do you think the shepherds brought with them to visit Jesus? 

  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs). 

• Encourage the children to hold up the masks they made and “Baa” as they move to the story area.  

OR 



5. Shepherds’ Story (Luke 2:8-20) 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” (Luke 2:10) 
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EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area.  

ASK: I wonder: 

o Have you ever received good news?  

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the shepherds snowflake (Class Kit—p. 28). 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about the angels and the shepherds.  

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.  

• Place the shepherds snowflake on the cloth or paper. 

• Tell the children the story, “Joyous News” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 308–309). 

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Session 5 (Adventure DVD) with the children. Then play the Unit 1 
Bible Trivia Challenge (Adventure DVD) with the children. 

ASK: What’s the best news you’ve been given? 

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “Shepherds’ Story” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 5) to the children. Encourage the children to do 

the suggested motions using the sheep masks they made earlier. 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Display the Bible Verse Poster for Unit 1 (Class Kit—p. 5).  

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Have the children repeat the Bible verse. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 92).  

• Have the children make the signs for the Bible verse again—this time, without speaking. 

 

Transition to Respond 
• Sing, “Where Are the Shepherds?” to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs) as 

the children move to the next activity.   



5. Shepherds’ Story (Luke 2:8-20) 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” (Luke 2:10) 
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RESPOND 
A—Corralling Sheep (Game) 
• Help the children to place the blocks to make a corral to hold the sheep. Leave an opening for the 

sheep to enter. Give each child a handful of cotton balls. 

SAY: Let’s pretend these cotton balls are sheep. 

• Encourage the children to use the straws to blow the cotton balls into the corral through the opening. 

SAY: Taking care of sheep can be hard work. The shepherds worked very hard every day. 

ASK: What did the shepherds do with the sheep when they went to see Jesus? 

 

B—Good News (Art) 
Before class: Photocopy “Good News” (Leader Guide—p. 36). 

• Encourage the children to color the picture with markers or crayons. 

• Help the children place the six sheep Stickers (Bible Story Sheets) and glue cotton balls in the field. 

SAY: The angels appeared to the shepherds and shared the good news of Jesus’ birth. 

ASK: Do you have good news to share? 

 

Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
Before class: Cut out the shepherd and sheep figures (Class Kit—p. 23) and tape a small magnet on the 
back of each figure. Hide all the figures from the previous weeks, and the shepherd and sheep, in the 
classroom. Provide a magnetic surface (such as a cookie sheet or magnetic erasable board) for the figures 
to adhere to. Provide additional child-friendly Nativity sets. 

SAY: In our Bible story today, the shepherds heard the good news and went to see Jesus right away.  

• When the figures have been found, tell the children to put them on the magnetic surface you have 
provided. Encourage the children to play with the figures and the other Nativity sets. 

ASK: How do you think the shepherds felt when they saw the baby Jesus? 

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs). 

• Give each child a purple streamer to dance with as they move to your worship area. 
  

OR 



5. Shepherds’ Story (Luke 2:8-20) 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” (Luke 2:10) 
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BLESS 
Inviting 
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board.  

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance with purple 
streamers as the video plays.  

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the shepherds snowflake you cut out 
earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.  

SAY: The angels shared the good news of Jesus’ birth with the shepherds. The shepherds shared the good 
news with others. 

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not done previously.  

• Show the children the song cards and name each song. 

• Choose one child to pick a card. 

• Sing the song on that card.  

• Show the children the Advent wreath. 

SAY: Advent is over. Baby Jesus is born. Today we light the white candle in the middle of our wreath. The 
white candle is called the Christ candle. Christ is another name for Jesus. 

PRAY: Dear God, we thank you for the gift of Jesus. Amen. 

TIP: Keep at least one Songs sheet to use in class. 

 

Blessing 
Before class: Have unscented lip balm ready. 

Face each child. Draw a heart on the back of the child’s hand with lip balm. 

SAY: Rejoice, (child’s name), God is with you. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for all the ways you are with us. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
ASK: What’s one thing about today’s Bible story you can tell your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 5 and the completed Angel Banner home with each child.  



5. Shepherds’ Story (Luke 2:8-20) 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” (Luke 2:10) 
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Good News 
 

 



6. Jesus Is Baptized (Mark 1:9-11) 
So they went out and proclaimed that people should change their hearts and lives. 
(Mark 6:12) 
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PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
Baptism Shell 
Shell Symbol 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
Jesus Matching 
Cards 
Baptism Play 
Loving God, 
Loving Neighbor 
Transition to Bless 

4. Bless 
Inviting 
Praising  
Blessing 
At Home with God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television or 
projector and screen | Offering basket | Crayons 
or markers | Tape | Scissors | Construction 
paper or cloth | Container for water | Plastic 
tablecloth 
 
Gather: Shells | Glitter glue or glitter markers 
 
Explore: No additional supplies 
 
Respond: Shells | Dolls 
 
Bless: White feather 

 
Before You Teach 
John the Baptist knew that Jesus was God’s Son when Jesus was baptized. When Jesus emerged 
from the water, “[h]eaven was opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God coming down like a 
dove and resting on him. A voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son whom I dearly love; I find 
happiness in him’” (Matthew 3:3). If John the Baptist had doubts about Jesus being God’s Son, they 
were gone after the baptism. 

Many people believe that the public ministry of Jesus began at his baptism. God made sure that the 
world knew that Jesus was God’s Son, and that God loved him by the appearance of the Holy Spirit 
(the symbolic dove). Jesus began traveling and preaching soon after his baptism. God trusted Jesus 
to spread the love of God to all people. 

The baptism story is a favorite among young children. They are not yet able to grasp the 
understanding of the Holy Spirit, but they do understand the water is a special symbol, as is the 
dove. Water and the dove are concrete ways children can relate to the story of baptism. They begin 
to understand that through the act of baptism, they are a part of the community of faith and they 
are loved by God. 

In The United Methodist Church, we baptize infants because we believe that God’s grace works in 
our lives before we are aware of it. United Methodists call this “prevenient grace.” Through 
prevenient grace, babies are baptized and accepted into the church, even though they cannot 
accept God’s grace for themselves. In The United Methodist Church, the older child will affirm his or 
her faith and accept God’s grace personally through confirmation.  

Run water through your fingers and remember your baptism and be thankful.  



6. Jesus Is Baptized (Mark 1:9-11) 
So they went out and proclaimed that people should change their hearts and lives. 
(Mark 6:12) 
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GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or pp. 16 & 17) at eye level. Photocopy 
“Dove” (Leader Guide—p. 42) for each child. 

• Play, “Only You” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child with a greeting ritual. 

• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table. 

• Help each child put the dove attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance Chart. 

SAY: In our Bible story, Jesus is baptized by John the Baptist. A dove appeared when Jesus was baptized. 
The dove is a symbol for the Holy Spirit. 

• Give each child a copy of the dove picture to color. 

TIP: Welcome each child with a special handshake. You might give the child a high five, fist bump, or 
thumb bump. Make this a greeting ritual each week. 

 

A—Baptism Shell (Activity Sheets) 
Before class: Punch out “Baptism Shell” (Activity Sheets—p. 15) for each child.  

• Encourage each child to color the picture with crayons or markers, front and back. 

SAY: Our Bible story today is about Jesus being baptized in the river by John the Baptist. A shell is a 
symbol that reminds us of baptism. 

ASK: Why do you think we use the shell as a symbol for baptism? 

 

B—Shell Symbol (Art) 
• Give each child a shell and encourage them to decorate the shells with glitter markers or glitter glue. 

SAY: The symbol for baptism in the church is a shell. In the early church, a shell was sometimes used to 
dip into the water and pour on the head of the person being baptized. 

ASK: Have you ever seen a baptism that used a shell? 

  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs). 

• Encourage the children to hold the shells (either the real shells decorated earlier or the ones from the 
Activity Sheets) above their heads as they move to the story area. 

  

OR 



6. Jesus Is Baptized (Mark 1:9-11) 
So they went out and proclaimed that people should change their hearts and lives. 
(Mark 6:12) 
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EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area.  

ASK: I wonder: 

o Do you remember when you were baptized?  

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the dove snowflake (Class Kit—p. 28). 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about John the Baptist and Jesus.  

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area. 

• Place the dove snowflake on the cloth or paper. 

• Tell the children the story, “A Voice in the Wilderness” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 266–267). 

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Session 6 (Adventure DVD) with the children. 

ASK: Have you ever seen a baptism? 

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “Jesus Is Baptized” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 6) to the children. Encourage the children to do 

the suggested motions with their shells (either the real shells decorated earlier or the ones from the 
Activity Sheets). 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Remove the Bible Verse Poster for Unit 2 (Class Kit—p. 8).  

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Give each child the Bible verse Sticker (Bible Story Sheets), and have the children repeat the Bible 
verse. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 93).  

 

Transition to Respond 
• Sing, “Jesus Was Baptized” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs), to the tune of “Down by the Riverside” as the 

children move to the next activity. 
  



6. Jesus Is Baptized (Mark 1:9-11) 
So they went out and proclaimed that people should change their hearts and lives. 
(Mark 6:12) 
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RESPOND 
A—Jesus Matching Cards (Game) 
Before class: Cut out “Jesus Cards” (Class Kit—p. 25). Save these to use the next three weeks. 

SAY: Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist in the River Jordan. Many people believe Jesus began 
traveling and sharing God’s love after he was baptized. 

• Give the children the eight Jesus Cards. Turn them all facedown. Let the children take turns choosing 
two cards until they are all matched. Point to each card and give a brief description of the story.   

SAY: We will hear more stories of Jesus in the coming weeks. 

ASK: What do you think Jesus thought when he saw the dove and heard God’s voice? 

 

B—Baptism Play (Sensory) 
Before class: Fill a container with water and place the container on a plastic tablecloth. 

SAY: In today’s Bible story, Jesus is baptized by his cousin, John the Baptist.  

• Encourage the children to use shells to dip in the water and pour over the dolls. 

• Each time they pour water, encourage them to say, “God loves everyone.”  

ASK: What does the shell remind us of? 

TIP: Have extra shells on hand in case the shells they decorated are not dry. 

 

Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
Before class: Remove the Mission Poster (Class Kit—p. 2). Photocopy Mission Letter (Leader Guide—p. 
87), and photocopy and assemble Mission Envelope (Leader Guide—p. 86) for each child. 

• Show the children the poster. 

SAY: It is important for people to have clean water for drinking, bathing, and cooking. The Jubilee Project 
helps people get clean, running water in their homes. 

• Encourage the children to draw water drops on their Mission Envelopes. 

PRAY: God, thank you for helping us to get clean water to those who need it.  

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs). 

• Encourage the children to tiptoe softly to your worship area. 
  

OR 
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BLESS 
Inviting 
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board.  

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance as the video plays.  

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the dove snowflake cut out earlier 
(Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.  

SAY: The dove reminds us of baptism and that we belong to God and are a part of God’s family. 

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not already done in previous weeks. 

• Show the children the song cards and name each song. 

• Choose one child to pick a card. 

• Sing the song on that card.  

• Continue to sing as time and the children’s interest allow. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for loving us and being with us always. Help us to make you happy in what we 
say and do. Amen. 

TIP: Keep at least one Songs sheet to use in class. 

 

Blessing 
Before class: Have a white feather on hand. 

• Face each child. Touch the back of the child’s hand with the soft end of the feather.  

SAY: Blessings on you, (child’s name). God loves you. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for Jesus, God’s Son. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
ASK: What’s one thing about today’s Bible story you can tell your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 6, a copy of the Mission Letter, and an assembled Mission Envelope 
home with each child. 
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Dove 
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PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
Scroll Pictures 
Megaphone 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible 
Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
Scroll Snack 
Jesus Matching 
Cards 
Loving God, Loving 
Neighbor 
Transition to Bless 

4. Bless 
Inviting 
Praising  
Blessing 
At Home with God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television 
or projector and screen | Offering basket | 
Crayons or markers | Glue | Tape | 
Construction paper or cloth | Scissors | 
Brown paper (enough to make a 24-inch 
length for each child) | Napkins 
 
Gather: No additional supplies  
 
Explore: No additional supplies 
 
Respond: Fruit leather | Pretzel sticks 
 
Bless: White feather 

 
Before You Teach 
In the Bible story today, Jesus went to the synagogue in his hometown of Nazareth, where he grew 
up. Jesus may have stood up in the synagogue, a sign that he wanted to read from the Scripture. 
Jesus chose Isaiah 61:1-2 to read. He told those present, “Today, this scripture has been fulfilled just 
as you heard it” (Luke 4:21). Jesus goes on to explain that he was sent by God to “ . . . preach good 
news to the poor, to proclaim release to the prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind, to liberate 
the oppressed” (Luke 4:18). 

These words did not endear Jesus to the people in his hometown of Nazareth. After all, wasn’t he 
Joseph’s son? Why did he think he knew more than they did about God? The words Jesus spoke 
made the people uncomfortable. Unlike John the Baptist, they did not believe that Jesus was the 
Son of God. 

Jesus begins his ministry in Nazareth. From there, he travels around the countryside, doing what he 
was sent to do: sharing the good news of God’s love with everyone. Through acts of healing, 
preaching, and standing up to Pharisees and cultural norms, Jesus spread the good news to 
everyone. 

Read the Scripture to yourself quietly. What words stand out to you as you read? Read the Scripture 
again, aloud. What words stand out to you as you read aloud? Are they the same words; are they 
different? What might God be trying to say to you through the Scripture? Spend a few minutes in 
silence as you listen for God.   



7. Jesus Brings Good News (Luke 4:14-30) 
So they went out and proclaimed that people should change their hearts and lives. 
(Mark:6:12) 
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GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or pp. 16 & 17) at eye level. 

• Play, “Only You” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child with a greeting ritual. 

• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table. 

• Help each child put the scroll attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance Chart. 

SAY: In our Bible story today, Jesus reads Scripture from a scroll at the synagogue in Nazareth.  

TIP: Welcome each child with a special handshake.  

 

A—Scroll Pictures (Activity Sheets) 
Before class: Punch out the four scenes from “Scroll Pictures” (Activity Sheets—p. 17) for each child. 
Create a 24-inch length of brown paper (using letter-sized sheets or larger) for each child. 

• Help each child glue the pictures in the correct sequence, to the middle of the length of paper. 

• Show each child how to roll up each end of the brown paper toward the middle to make a scroll.  

SAY: Jesus went to Nazareth, to the synagogue. He read from the Scriptures, printed on a scroll. People 
didn’t like what he said, so Jesus left and went to the next town. 

ASK: What do you think a scroll was made of during the time of Jesus? 

 

B—Megaphone (Bible Story Sheets) 
Before class: Cut out the megaphone (Bible Story Sheets) for each child. The children will use the 
assembled megaphones during the Bible story. 

• Have each child decorate a megaphone with the six “Good News!” Stickers (Bible Story Sheets) and 
crayons or markers. 

• Show the children how to roll the paper into a cone shape, with one small and one large opening. Help 
them to tape the sides. 

SAY: Jesus came to share the good news with everyone.  

ASK: How can you share the good news? 

  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs). 

• Encourage the children to use their megaphones to shout, “Good News,” as they move to your story 
area.  

OR 
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EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area. 

• ASK: I wonder: 

o How do you feel today? Happy?  

o How do you think Jesus felt when the people didn’t listen to him at the temple?  

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the scroll snowflake (Class Kit—p. 28). 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about Jesus sharing the good news of God’s love.  

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area. 

• Place the scroll snowflake on the cloth or paper. 

• Tell the children the story, “Jesus Brings Good News” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 323–325). 

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Session 7 (Adventure DVD) with the children. 

ASK: When have you shared good news? 

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “Jesus Brings Good News” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 7) to the children. Encourage the children 

to do the motions and use their megaphones made earlier as suggested. 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Display the Bible Verse Poster for Unit 2 (Class Kit—p. 8).  

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Have the children repeat the Bible verse. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 93).  

 

Transition to Respond 
• Encourage the children to use their megaphones to shout, “God loves you,” as they move to the next 

activity. 
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RESPOND 
A—Scroll Snack (Snack) 
Before class: Cut fruit leather into three-inch segments for each child.  

SAY: Jesus read from a scroll in the synagogue. A scroll was used in biblical times to write Scripture.  

• Give each child a three-inch piece of fruit leather and two pretzel sticks on a napkin. 

• Show the children how to place the pretzel sticks at each end of the fruit leather and, using the pretzel 
sticks, roll the fruit leather into the middle to make a scroll. 

ASK: How big do you think the scroll was that Jesus read from? 

TIP: Always check for allergies when handling or serving food with children. 

 

B—Jesus Matching Cards (Game) 
Before class: Cut out “Jesus Cards” (Class Kit—p. 25), if you did not do so last week.  

ASK: Do you see a matching card that would fit the story today? 

• Give the children the eight Jesus Cards. Turn them all facedown. Let the children take turns choosing 
two cards until they are all matched. Ask the children to tell what they know about the story on each 
card.  

ASK: How do you think Jesus felt when people in Nazareth didn’t believe what he said? 

 

Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
Before class: Display the Mission Poster (Class Kit—p. 2). Photocopy “Collection for Jubilee Project” 
(Leader Guide—p. 48) for each child. 

• Show the children the Mission Poster. 

SAY: Some people do not have clean water in their homes. They may live far away from water or they 
may not have money to put the pipes in for water. The Jubilee Project wants to make sure that all people 
have clean water.  

• Give each child a copy of “Collection for Jubilee Project.” 

SAY: We will be collecting money to send to the Jubilee Project to help them with their work. You can 
take the sheet home and do the suggested activities. Collect the money in the mission envelope. 

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs). 

• Encourage the children to shout, “God loves me!” as they move to your worship area.  

OR 
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BLESS 
Inviting 
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board.  

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance as the video plays.  

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the scroll snowflake cut out earlier 
(Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.  

SAY: Jesus went to the synagogue and read Scripture from a scroll. He wanted the people to know he 
came to bring good news to everyone! 

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not done in previous weeks. 

• Show the children the song cards and name each song. 

• Choose one child to pick a card. 

• Sing the song on that card.  

• Continue to sing as time and the children’s interest allow. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for the good news that God loves us. Amen. 

TIP: Keep at least one Songs sheet to use in class. 

 

Blessing 
Before class: Have a white feather on hand. 

• Face each child. Touch the back of the child’s hand with the feather.  

SAY: Blessings on you, (child’s name). God loves you. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for Jesus, God’s Son. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Photocopy the Mission Letter (Leader Guide—p. 87) for any child who might need one. 

ASK: What’s one thing about today’s Bible story you can tell your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 7 and a copy of “Collection for Jubilee Project” home with each child. 
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Collection for Jubilee Project 
Below is a voluntary activity that you and your family may want to do to collect money for the Jubilee 
Project. Jubilee Project strives to provide clean, accessible water for people living in poverty. 
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PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
Levi Follows Jesus 
Coin Imprints 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible 
Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
Jesus Matching 
Cards 
The Feast 
Loving God, Loving 
Neighbor 
Transition to Bless 

4. Bless 
Inviting 
Praising  
Blessing 
At Home with God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television 
or projector and screen | Offering basket | 
Crayons or markers | Glue | Scissors | Tape 
| Construction paper | Napkins | Paper plates  
 
Gather: Coins | Play dough 
 
Explore: Cloth 
 
Respond: Feast food: grapes, cheese, 
crackers, apples, carrots | Bible-times 
costumes 
 
Bless: White feather 

 
Before You Teach 
Our Bible story today is from the Book of Luke. It is about Jesus and a man named Levi, who was a 
tax collector. We are also introduced to the Pharisees, a group of religious leaders of the day.  

Levi was a tax collector and not well-liked by the people in the town or by the Pharisees. Tax 
collectors were usually corrupt. They tended to cheat and steal money from the people to line their 
own pockets. They were also a constant reminder to the people that they were under Roman rule 
and must follow Roman law. 

Jesus saw Levi collecting tax money by the Sea of Galilee. Jesus didn’t see Levi, the tax collector; he 
saw Levi, a follower of Jesus. The Jewish law of the day forbade Jews from associating with tax 
collectors, but that did not stop Jesus from asking Levi to give up tax collecting and follow him.  

Not only did Levi choose to follow Jesus, but he invited him to a feast at his home. Levi invited all his 
tax collector friends to the feast so they could hear the message Jesus had to share. The Pharisees 
were not happy that Jesus was breaking the law by eating and associating with the tax collectors 
they considered sinners, and they told him so. Jesus responded that he came to include people who 
make mistakes, not leave them out. 

Levi chose to give up a life of riches for a life of poverty to follow Jesus. He chose the life of 
meaning. Spend some time in the Scripture and consider what a life of meaning means to you. What 
might you need to give up to follow Jesus more fully?  
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GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or pp. 16 & 17) at eye level. 

• Play, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child with a greeting ritual. 

• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table. 

• Help them put the bag of coins attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance Chart. 

SAY: In our Bible story, Jesus meets a man named Levi. Levi is a tax collector and not well-liked in the 
town. Jesus asked Levi to follow him. 

TIP: Welcome each child with a special handshake. You might give the child a high five, fist bump, or 
thumb bump. Make this a greeting ritual each week. 

 

A—Levi Follows Jesus (Activity Sheets) 
Before class: Punch out the two feet on “Levi Follows Jesus” (Activity Sheets—p. 19) for each child.  

• Have each child color the feet with crayons or markers. Then have each child glue the pair of feet onto 
a piece of construction paper. 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about a tax collector named Levi. Jesus invited Levi to give up tax collecting 
and follow him. Levi did not hesitate. He decided to follow Jesus. 

ASK: How do you think Levi felt when he gave up his job as a tax collector to follow Jesus? 

 

B—Coin Imprints (Sensory) 
• Give each child some play dough and an assortment of coins.  

• Show the children how to press the coins into the play dough to make imprints. 

SAY: In our Bible story today, Levi was very rich. As a tax collector, he probably cheated the people. 
When Jesus invited Levi to follow him, Levi said yes and hosted a feast for Jesus. Levi invited all his tax 
collector friends to the feast. 

ASK: How many friends do you think came to hear Jesus talk about God’s love? 

  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs). 

• Encourage the children to take quick steps as they move to your story area. 
  

OR 
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EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area. 

• ASK: I wonder: 

o How are you feeling today?   

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the bag of coins snowflake (Class Kit—p. 28). 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about Jesus asking a man named Levi to follow him.  

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area. 

• Place the bag of coins snowflake on the cloth or paper. 

• Tell the children the story, “Jesus Calls Levi” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 329–331). 

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Session 8 (Adventure DVD) with the children. 

ASK: How are you called to follow Jesus? 

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “Jesus Calls Levi” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 8) to the children. Encourage the children to do 

the motions as suggested. 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Display the Bible Verse Poster for Unit 2 (Class Kit—p. 8).  

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Have the children repeat the Bible verse. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 93).  

` 

Transition to Respond 
• Ask one child to be the leader, and have the other children follow the leader as they move to the next 

activity. 
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RESPOND 
A—Jesus Matching Cards (Game) 
Before class: Cut out “Jesus Cards” (Class Kit—p. 25), if you did not do so the past two weeks. 

SAY: Jesus asked Levi to stop collecting money from people and follow him. Levi was so excited to follow 
Jesus, he invited Jesus for a meal! 

• Give the children the eight Jesus Cards. Turn them all facedown. Let the children take turns choosing 
two cards until they are all matched. Ask the children to share what they know about each story. 

ASK: Do you think it was hard for Levi to stop taking money from the people? 

TIP: If the children don’t know the story on each card, let them guess what they think might be 
happening. Then tell them the story. 

 

B—The Feast (Snack) 
Before class: Prepare the food for the feast. Lay out Bible-times costumes for the children. 

• Have the children wash their hands and put on the Bible-times costumes. 

• Encourage the children to sit on the floor to enjoy their feast. 

SAY: Levi invited Jesus to his home for a feast. He was excited for Jesus to meet his friends. 

ASK: What do you think they ate at Levi’s feast? 

TIP: Always wash hands and check for allergies before serving food to your children. 

 

Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
Before class: Display the Mission Poster (Class Kit—p. 2). Photocopy “We Need Clean Water for…” (Leader 
Guide—p. 54) for each child. 

SAY: The Jubilee Project collects money to help people have clean water in their homes.  

ASK: What are some ways we use clean water every day? 

• Help the children decide what we need clean water for and check it on their sheets. 

SAY: We are collecting money to send to the Jubilee Project. The money helps people to get clean water 
in their homes. Remember to bring your money next week. 

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs). 

• Encourage the children to hop to your worship area.  

OR 
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BLESS 
Inviting 
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board.  

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance as the video plays.  

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the bag of coins snowflake cut out 
earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.  

SAY: Jesus asked Levi to follow him. Levi chose to follow Jesus and gave up being a tax collector. Levi was 
so excited, he invited his friends and had a feast for Jesus. 

ASK: Would you be excited if Jesus asked you to follow him? 

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not done already. 

• Show the children the song cards and name each song. 

• Choose one child to pick a card. 

• Sing the song on that card.  

• Continue to sing as time and the children’s interest allow. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for showing your love through Jesus. Amen. 

TIP: Keep at least one Songs sheet to use in class. 

 

Blessing 
Before class: Have a white feather on hand. 

• Face each child. Touch the back of the child’s hand with the feather. 

SAY: Blessings on you, (child’s name). Jesus loves you. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for loving us. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Photocopy the Mission Letter (Leader Guide—p. 87) for any child who needs a copy. 

ASK: What’s one thing about today’s Bible story you can tell your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 8 home with each child.  
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We Need Clean Water for… 
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PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
Two Disciples 
“God Loves You” Card 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible 
Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
Share the News 
Jesus Matching 
Cards 
Loving God, Loving 
Neighbor 
Transition to Bless 

4. Bless 
Inviting 
Praising  
Blessing 
At Home with God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television 
or projector and screen | Offering basket | 
Crayons or markers | Glue | Tape | Scissors 
| Construction paper or cloth | Craft sticks | 
Plastic bag | Small paper cup 
 
Gather: No additional supplies 
 
Explore: No additional supplies 
 
Respond: Beach ball | Permanent marker 
 
Bless: White feather 

 
Before You Teach 
In today’s Bible story, Jesus told the twelve disciples they were to prepare the people for the good 
news of God’s love. They were to heal and preach to the people. The disciples were to take nothing 
on their journey, only a walking stick. They could wear sandals, but only one shirt, not two. They 
weren’t even allowed to take food or money with them. Jesus told the disciples to go to houses that 
welcomed them. If they weren’t welcome, they were not to worry and move on to the next house 
that welcomed them. 

Jesus did not want the disciples to be preoccupied with material things, such as food or money; they 
needed to rely on God. With little possessions, the disciples became sensitive to those who were 
poor. We need to remember that Jesus did not ask the disciples to travel any differently than Jesus 
himself did. He, too, traveled with only the clothes on his back and relied on others, and God, to 
meet his needs. 

Jesus believed that God’s love was for everyone, no matter where they were from or their social 
status. However, Jesus could not spread the good news alone; he needed many people to help him. 
The disciples were now ready to help Jesus spread the word of God’s love. 

You share God’s love with the children every week you are in the classroom. You listen to them, you 
laugh with them, and you pray with them. You build a relationship with the children, grounded in 
the love of God. You prepare the way for Jesus to enter the lives of the children, just as the disciples 
did. How do you prepare yourself to hear the words of Jesus?  



9. Jesus Sends the Disciples (Mark 6:7-13) 
So they went out and proclaimed that people should change their hearts and lives. 
(Mark 6:12) 

Preschool  Permission is granted to duplicate this page for local church use only. © 2019 Cokesbury.  Leader Guide 
Winter 2019–20 – 56 – deepbluekids.com 

GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or pp. 16 & 17) at eye level. 

• Play, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child with a greeting ritual. 

• Show the children where to place their offerings and their mission envelopes on the worship table. 

• Help each child put the walking stick and sandals Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance Chart. 

SAY: In our Bible story, Jesus sends out his friends, two by two, to help spread God’s love. The friends 
followed and learned from Jesus so they could share God’s love. 

TIP: Welcome each child with a special handshake. You might give the child a high five, fist bump, or 
thumb bump. Make this a greeting ritual each week. 

 

A—Two Disciples (Activity Sheets) 
Before class: Punch out “Two Disciples” (Activity Sheets—p. 21) for each child. The children will use the 
assembled puppets during the Bible story. 

• Help each child follow the directions to create the “Two Disciples” stick puppets.  

SAY: In our Bible story, Jesus sends disciples to spread the love of God. They are to travel two by two with 
only a walking stick, sandals, and the clothes they have on.  

ASK: How hard would it be to travel with no food or money?  

 

B—“God Loves You” Card (Art) 
Before class: Photocopy “God Loves You” Card (Leader Guide—p. 60) for each child. 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about the disciples who followed and learned from Jesus. Jesus sent them 
out to heal and preach. We can tell people about God’s love today.   

ASK: Does Jesus call us to follow him and share God’s love? 

• Have each child color the “God Loves You” Card and decorate with the nine “God Loves (heart) You” 
Stickers (Bible Story Sheets). 

  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs). 

• Encourage the children to walk the disciple puppets very slowly to your story area.  
  

OR 



9. Jesus Sends the Disciples (Mark 6:7-13) 
So they went out and proclaimed that people should change their hearts and lives. 
(Mark 6:12) 
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EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area. 

• ASK: I wonder: 

o Have you ever gone on a long walk? What did you take with you? 

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the walking stick and sandals snowflake (Class Kit—p. 28). 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about the disciples being sent by Jesus to share God’s love. Jesus wanted 
the disciples to work together to share God’s love. 

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area. 

• Place the walking stick and sandals snowflake on the cloth or paper. 

• Tell the children the story, “Go Two By Two” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 280–281). 

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Session 9 (Adventure DVD) with the children. Then play the Unit 2 
Bible Trivia Challenge (Adventure DVD) with the children. 

ASK: How do you work together? 

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “Jesus Sends the Disciples” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 9) to the children. Encourage the 

children to hold up their disciple puppets made earlier and repeat the refrain as suggested. 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Display the Bible Verse Poster for Unit 2 (Class Kit—p. 8).  

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Have the children repeat the Bible verse. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 93).  

 

Transition to Respond 
• Sing, “Jesus Sent Them Two by Two” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs), to the tune of “Twinkle, Twinkle, 

Little Star” as the children move to the next activity. 
  



9. Jesus Sends the Disciples (Mark 6:7-13) 
So they went out and proclaimed that people should change their hearts and lives. 
(Mark 6:12) 
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RESPOND 
A—Share the News (Game) 
Before class: Blow up a beach ball and write “God Loves You” on it. 

SAY: Jesus wanted the disciples to tell everyone the good news. Jesus wanted the disciples to work 
together to spread the good news of God’s love. 

• Separate the children into two lines. Divide the children into pairs. Then divide the pairs into two 
groups. One group stands on one side of the room, and the other group a few feet away. 

• Give the beach ball to the first pair of children. They must work together tossing the ball to each other 
as they move toward the pair of children on the other side of the room. 

• When they reach the other pair of children, they shout, “God loves you,” and toss the ball to the next 
pair of children. The next pair of children repeats the game.  

SAY: Do you think Jesus wants us to work together to spread the good news? 

 

B—Jesus Matching Cards (Review Game) 
Before class: Cut out “Jesus Cards” (Class Kit—p. 25), if you did not do so the previous three weeks. 

SAY: Jesus sent the friends out in pairs to share the good news of God’s love.  

• Give the children the eight Jesus Cards. Turn them all facedown. Let the children take turns choosing 
two cards until they are all matched. Let the children tell you what is happening on each card.  

ASK: How would you feel if you were asked to go with a friend and share God’s love? 

  

Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
Before class: Display the Mission Poster (Class Kit—p. 2).  

• Show the children the poster. 

SAY: Today is the last day for collecting money for our clean water offering to Jubilee Project. Let’s bless 
the money we have collected to help people have clean water. 

• Encourage the children to hold their hands over the offering plate. 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for the money we collected and for the clean water it will provide. Amen. 

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs). 

• Encourage the children to tiptoe to your worship area. 
  

OR 



9. Jesus Sends the Disciples (Mark 6:7-13) 
So they went out and proclaimed that people should change their hearts and lives. 
(Mark 6:12) 
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BLESS 
Inviting 
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board.  

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance as the video plays.  

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the walking stick and sandals 
snowflake cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.  

SAY: The disciples were sent two by two to help Jesus spread God’s love. 

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not done already. 

• Show the children the song cards and name each song. 

• Choose one child to pick a card. 

• Sing the song on that card.  

• Continue to sing as time and the children’s interest allow. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for everyone who shares God’s love. Amen. 

TIP: Keep at least one Songs sheet to use in class. 

 

Blessing 
Before class: Have a white feather on hand. 

• Face each child. Touch the back of the child’s hand with the feather.  

SAY: Blessings on you, (child’s name). Share God’s love. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for sharing your love with us. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
ASK: What’s one thing about today’s Bible story you can tell your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 9 home with each child.



9. Jesus Sends the Disciples (Mark 6:7-13) 
So they went out and proclaimed that people should change their hearts and lives. 
(Mark 6:12) 
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“God Loves You” Card 



10. Deborah (Judges 4:4-16) 
He did what was right in the LORD’s eyes. (2 Kings 22:2) 
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PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
Deborah’s Tambourine 
Palm Tree Poster 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
Finding Deborah 
Palm Tree Snack 
Loving God, Loving 
Neighbor 
Transition to Bless 

4. Bless 
Inviting 
Praising  
Blessing 
At Home with God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television or 
projector and screen | Offering basket | Crayons 
| Markers | Construction paper or cloth | Glue | 
Scissors | Tape | Mural paper 
 
Gather: Aquarium gravel | Dessert-size paper 
plates (two per child) | Wide tape 
 
Explore: No additional supplies 
 
Respond: Painters’ tape | Play dough | Palm 
Tree Snack: green apple slices, thick pretzel 
rods, blueberries 
 
Bless: No additional supplies 

 
Before You Teach 
The Bible story of Deborah is found in Judges 4. It occurs during the time of the judges, 
approximately 1200 years before Christ. The tribes of Israel were often in conflict with the 
inhabitants of Canaan during this time. They had no organized government, but had a loose 
federation of tribes ruled by judges. 

Deborah was a prophet and judge over the tribe of Benjamin. Deborah was a wise woman, and 
people would come to her seeking help for their problems. She sat under a palm tree every day and 
waited for people to come to her for help. The people looked up to her, and she became known as 
“a mother in Israel” (Judges 5:7). Deborah was a good judge because she listened to God. 

King Jabin wanted to rule over the people of Israel, so he sent Sisera and his army to invade Israel. 
God told Deborah to tell Barak, the leader of the Israel army, that he was to defend the people 
against Sisera. Barak told Deborah that he would go, if she went with him. She agreed. Barak, 
Deborah, and the army of Israel defeated Sisera and his army. The Israelite people lived in peace for 
many years. 

Do you ever feel God calling you to act, but you are afraid you can’t accomplish what God is calling 
you to do? Is there something holding you back from doing all you can for God? The story of 
Deborah tells us that God uses and needs all of us. What is it God is calling you to do? Listen for God 
to guide you. This week, look for ways to step outside your comfort zone for God.  



10. Deborah (Judges 4:4-16) 
He did what was right in the LORD’s eyes. (2 Kings 22:2) 
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GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or pp. 16 & 17) at eye level. 

• Play, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child with a greeting ritual. 

• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table. 

• Help each child put the Deborah and palm tree attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the 
Attendance Chart. 

SAY: Our Bible story today is about Deborah, a judge for the tribe of Benjamin in Israel. She had a very 
important job. A judge was a leader in the community.  

TIP: Welcome each child with a special handshake. You might give the child a high five, fist bump, or 
thumb bump. Make this a greeting ritual each week. 

 

A—Deborah’s Tambourine (Activity Sheets) 
Before class: Punch out “Deborah’s Tambourine” (Activity Sheets—p. 23) for each child. The children will 
use their finished tambourines in the Bible story. 

• Help each child follow the directions to make the tambourine.  

SAY: Deborah sat under a palm tree, and people would come to her for help with their problems. She 
was a wise woman. She listened to and trusted God. 

ASK: Do you know a wise woman who trusts God? 

 

B—Palm Tree Poster (Art) 
Before class: Photocopy and cut out a palm leaf (Leader Guide—p. 66) for each child. Tape a large sheet 
of paper to the wall. Draw a tall palm tree trunk on the bottom of the paper.  

• Give each child a palm leaf and have each child color the leaf. 

• Have the children glue their palm leaves to the top of the trunk of the palm tree. 

SAY: Deborah sat under a palm tree to help the people of Israel.  

ASK: Where would you meet with a leader today? 

  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs). 

• Have the children follow you and shake their tambourines made earlier as you lead them to your story 
area. 

  

OR 



10. Deborah (Judges 4:4-16) 
He did what was right in the LORD’s eyes. (2 Kings 22:2) 
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EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area. 

• ASK: I wonder: 

o Have you been a wise leader today? 

o What are some ways you can be a wise leader?  

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the Deborah and palm tree snowflake (Class Kit—p. 28). 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about Deborah, the wise leader who helped the people of Israel solve their 
problems.  

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area. 

• Place the Deborah and palm tree snowflake on the cloth or paper. 

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Session 10 (Adventure DVD) with the children. 

ASK: Who helps you solve problems? 

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “Deborah” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 10) to the children. Encourage the children to shake their 

tambourines made earlier each time they hear the name, Deborah. 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Remove the Bible Verse Poster for Unit 3 (Class Kit—p. 31).  

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Give each child a Bible verse Sticker (Bible Story Sheets). Have the children repeat the Bible verse. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 94).  

 

Transition to Respond 
• Encourage the children to shake their tambourines made earlier as they move to the next activity. 

  



10. Deborah (Judges 4:4-16) 
He did what was right in the LORD’s eyes. (2 Kings 22:2) 
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RESPOND 
A—Finding Deborah (Game) 
Before class: Make lines with painters’ tape in your classroom. Have the lines lead to the palm tree mural 
you made earlier. The lines do not have to be straight. 

SAY: Deborah waited under the palm tree for people to come to her. It was not always easy to find the 
palm tree and Deborah. 

• Choose a child to be Deborah, and have him or her sit under the palm tree. 

• Have the children line up behind the blue line and, one by one, walk the line to find Deborah. 

SAY: When you meet with Deborah, say, “You are a great leader.” 

• The child that finds Deborah gets to be Deborah for the next child.  

SAY: Deborah helped people make wise decisions. 

ASK: How can you help someone make a wise decision? 

 

B—Palm Tree Snack 
Before class: Place four slices of green apple, three blueberries, and one pretzel rod on a plate for each 
child.  

• Show the children how to lay the pretzel rod down as a tree trunk on the plate. Have them fan the 
apple slices out above the tree trunk and place the blueberries at the top of the tree trunk.  

SAY: There were lots of palm trees where Deborah lived. 

SAY: I wonder if Deborah sat under the same palm tree every time she met with people. 

 

Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
Before class: Remove the “Meet Our Neighbors” Poster (Class Kit—p. 3), “Deep Blue Shores Map” (Class 
Kit—p. 14), and “Deep Blue Shores Figures” (Class Kit—p. 19). Put the school together.  

SAY: Today we get to meet Rachel and Mr. Maxwell, and are reintroduced to Armen. Rachel is a friend of 
Sophia. Mr. Maxwell is a teacher at the school Rachel and Sophia attend.  

• Show the children the poster of Rachel, Mr. Maxwell, and Armen. 

ASK: Do you have a good friend at school? 

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs). 

• Encourage the children to tiptoe to your worship area. 
  

OR 



10. Deborah (Judges 4:4-16) 
He did what was right in the LORD’s eyes. (2 Kings 22:2) 
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BLESS 
Inviting 
Before class: Post the “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board.  

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance as the video plays.  

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the Deborah and palm tree 
snowflake cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.  

SAY: Our Bible story tells us we can all be wise leaders.  

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not done already. 

• Show the children the song cards and name each song. 

• Choose one child to pick a card. 

• Sing the song on that card.  

• Continue to sing as time and the children’s interest allow. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for helping us be good leaders. Amen. 

TIP: Keep at least one Songs sheet to use in class. 

 

Blessing  
• Use your finger to draw an “L” for Leader on the back of each child’s hand. 

SAY: (Child’s name), you are filled with wisdom. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for all the ways you help us be leaders. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Photocopy “Meet Our Neighbors” (Leader Guide—p. 85). 

ASK: What’s one thing about today’s Bible story you can tell your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 10 and a copy of “Meet Our Neighbors” home with each child. 
  



10. Deborah (Judges 4:4-16) 
He did what was right in the LORD’s eyes. (2 Kings 22:2) 
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Palm Leaf 
 
 
 
 
 



11. David (1 Samuel 16:1-23) 
He did what was right in the LORD’s eyes. (2 Kings 22:2) 
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PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
Look at the Heart 
David’s Crown 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible 
Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
Play Dough Hearts 
I Spy a King 
Loving God, Loving 
Neighbor 
Transition to Bless 

4. Bless 
Inviting 
Praising  
Blessing 
At Home with God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television 
or projector and screen | Offering basket | 
Crayons or markers | Tape | Scissors | 
Construction paper or cloth | Red tissue 
paper | Glue | Yarn | Dinner-size paper 
plates 
 
Gather: No additional supplies 
 
Explore: No additional supplies 
 
Respond: Play dough | Heart cookie 
cutters  
 
Bless: No additional supplies 

 
Before You Teach 
Today’s Bible story tells us that King Saul made God unhappy. Saul had begun to disobey God and 
do what he wanted, not what God wanted. God decided to anoint a new king. 

Samuel was sent by God to choose a new king from the sons of Jesse. In biblical times, the oldest 
son was considered the most important. It wasn’t surprising that Samuel believed the oldest son 
would be the next king because he was so handsome. But God said no. God told Samuel that 
Samuel was looking at the outside of people, and God looked at the heart. 

One by one, the handsome sons of Jesse passed by Samuel. Samuel was waiting to hear from God 
who the next king would be, but God was silent. After Samuel met seven of Jesse’s sons, he asked 
Jesse if he had more sons. Jesse told him the youngest was tending the sheep. Samuel requested 
that the youngest son, David, be brought to him. 

When David arrived, the voice of God spoke, “That’s the one. Go anoint him.” So, Samuel anointed 
David to become the next king of Israel. God sees possibilities in people because God looks at the 
heart. David did not become king for many years, but he knew God was with him as he waited. 

God sees your heart and knows that it is good. Write down on a piece of paper one thing you love 
about yourself. Tape it in a place where you will see it every day. Remind yourself each day that God 
loves you! 

  



11. David (1 Samuel 16:1-23) 
He did what was right in the LORD’s eyes. (2 Kings 22:2) 
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GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or pp. 16 & 17) at eye level. 

• Play, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child with a greeting ritual. 

• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table. 

• Help each child put the David and Samuel attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance 
Chart. 

SAY: Our Bible story today is about a young man named David and a man named Samuel. David was 
chosen by God to replace King Saul. Samuel was sent to anoint David as the new king of Israel. 

TIP: Welcome each child with a special handshake. You might give the child a high five, fist bump, or 
thumb bump. Make this a greeting ritual each week. 

 

A—Look at the Heart (Activity Sheets) 
Before class: Punch out “Look at the Heart” (Activity Sheets—p. 25) for each child.  

• Help each child follow the directions to make the hanging heart.  

SAY: Our Bible story is about a young man named David. David was chosen to be king because God knew 
he had a loving heart and would make a good leader for the people of Israel. 

ASK: How can you tell if someone has a loving heart? 

 

B—David’s Crown (Art) 
Before class: For each child—fold an inexpensive dinner-size paper plate in half. Cut in slices like a pizza 
from the middle center to where the ruffle edge of the plate begins. Unfold the cut plate. Fold the triangle 
edges up. 

• Give each child a finished crown, and have each child decorate the crown with crayons, markers, and 
the eight jewel Stickers (Bible Story Sheets).  

SAY: David was anointed by Samuel to be the king of the Israelite people. God wanted the people to have 
a king who loved and served God. 

ASK: How do you think David felt when he was told he would be king? 

  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs). 

• Have the children wear the crowns they made earlier to your story area. 
  

OR 



11. David (1 Samuel 16:1-23) 
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EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area. 

• ASK: I wonder: 

o How do you feel today? 

o Is your heart full of love today?  

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the David and Samuel snowflake (Class Kit—p. 28). 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about David and Samuel.  

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area. 

• Place the David and Samuel snowflake on the cloth or paper. 

• Tell the children the story, “Samuel Anoints David” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 122–124). 

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Session 11 (Adventure DVD) with the children. 

ASK: What do you think makes a good leader? 

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “David” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 11) to the children. Encourage the children to wear their 

crowns made earlier and to do the motions as suggested. 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Display the Bible Verse Poster for Unit 3 (Class Kit—p. 31).  

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Have the children repeat the Bible verse. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 94).  

 

Transition to Respond 
• Sing, “What Is Right” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs), to the tune of “If You’re Happy and You Know It” as 

the children move to the next activity. 
  



11. David (1 Samuel 16:1-23) 
He did what was right in the LORD’s eyes. (2 Kings 22:2) 
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RESPOND 
A—Play Dough Hearts (Sensory) 
• Give each child some play dough. 

• Encourage the children to shape the play dough into as many hearts as they can. 

SAY: God told Samuel to choose David as the next king because David had a loving heart. God wanted 
someone with a loving heart to lead the people. 

ASK: What do you think it means to have a loving heart? 

TIP: Provide heart cookie cutters, if possible. 

 

B—I Spy a King (Game) 
SAY: David had a loving heart. He showed his love to God and others. A loving heart makes a person a 
good leader. 

• Encourage the children to guess who you are describing. 

• Describe one child at a time, using affirmative words for the child’s leadership skills.  

• When the children correctly guess the child, place the crown on the child’s head and say, “(Child’s 
name), you are a great leader.” 

• Play until everyone has had a chance to be described as a leader. 

TIP: For easier identification, you may need to describe articles of clothing the child is wearing. 

 

Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
Before class: Display the “Meet Our Neighbors” poster (Class Kit—p. 3), “Deep Blue Shores Map” (Class 
Kit—p. 14), and “Deep Blue Shores Figures” (Class Kit—p. 19). Photocopy “Deep Blue Shores School” 
(Leader Guide—p. 72) for each child. 

SAY: Last week we met Rachel, Mr. Maxwell, and Armen. 

• Show the children the poster of Rachel, Mr. Maxwell, and Armen.  

• Have the children color the picture of the school and draw Rachel, Mr. Maxwell, and Armen on the 
sheet. 

ASK: Who do you know with a loving heart? 

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs). 

• Encourage the children to tiptoe to your worship area.  

OR 
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BLESS 
Inviting 
Before class: Post the “Bible Mural” poster (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board.  

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance as the video plays.  

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the David and Samuel snowflake cut 
out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.  

SAY: David was chosen by God to be the next king because he had a loving heart.  

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not already done. 

• Show the children the song cards and name each song. 

• Choose one child to pick a card. 

• Sing the song on that card.  

• Continue to sing as time and the children’s interest allow. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for your love for us. We love you. Amen. 

TIP: Keep at least one Songs sheet to use in class. 

 

Blessing  
• Use your finger to draw an “L” for Love on the back of each child’s hand. 

SAY: (Child’s name), you have the loving heart of a leader. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for all the ways you lead us. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
ASK: What’s one thing about today’s Bible story you can tell your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 11 and the crowns made earlier home with each child. 
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Deep Blue Shores School 

 



12. The Servant Girl (2 Kings 5:1-9) 
He did what was right in the LORD’s eyes. (2 Kings 22:2) 
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PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
Find the Numbers 
Healers Help 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible 
Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
Healing Relay Race 
Blue Cookies 
Loving God, Loving 
Neighbors 
Transition to Bless 

4. Bless 
Inviting 
Praising  
Blessing 
At Home with God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television 
or projector and screen | Offering basket | 
Crayons or markers | Glue | Scissors | Tape 
| Construction paper or cloth | Snack-size 
plates | Napkins 
 
Gather: Dolls | Stuffed animals | Medical 
kits  
 
Explore: No additional supplies 
 
Respond: Blue plastic tablecloth | Plain 
sugar cookies | White frosting | Plastic 
knives | Blue food coloring 
 
Bless: No additional supplies 

 
Before You Teach 
Naaman was a general of the Aramean army. The Aramean army defeated Israel in a battle under 
Naaman’s leadership. Naaman was considered by the community to be a great man and leader. A 
young Israelite girl became a servant of Naaman’s wife. She is not given a name in the Bible. We 
know her only as the servant girl. 

Naaman was very powerful, but he had a problem. Naaman had a skin disease, possibly leprosy. The 
word translated as leprosy was used to describe a variety of skin diseases, so we don’t know for 
sure. We know the skin disease was of grave concern for Naaman. 

The servant girl was aware of Naaman’s discomfort. She mentioned to Naaman’s wife that there 
was a prophet, Elisha, in Samaria who could heal Naaman. Naaman listened to the servant girl, even 
though she was young, a servant, and a girl! 

Naaman traveled to find Elisha, the prophet he was told about. Elisha refused to meet with him. 
Instead, Elisha sent a messenger to tell Naaman to wash seven times in the Jordan River. Naaman 
was hurt that Elisha did not come to meet him and considered not doing as Elisha said. Naaman’s 
servants convinced him to wash in the Jordan River, even if Elisha did not meet with him. When 
Naaman washed in the river seven times, he was healed. He returned to tell Elisha that he now 
believed in the God of Israel. 

After Naaman’s healing experience, he confesses his faith in the God of Israel—all because a young 
servant girl had the courage to speak up.  
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GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or 16 & 17) at eye level. 

• Play, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child with a greeting ritual. 

• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table. 

• Help each child put the servant girl and Naaman’s wife attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the 
Attendance Chart. 

SAY: Our Bible story today is about a young servant girl. She was the servant of Naaman’s wife. Naaman 
had a skin disease and needed help. The servant girl told Naaman’s wife about Elisha, the prophet who 
could heal Naaman. 

TIP: Welcome each child with a special handshake. You might give the child a high five, fist bump, or 
thumb bump. Make this a greeting ritual each week. 

 

A—Find the Numbers (Activity Sheets) 
Before class: Tear out the sheet, “Find the Numbers” (Activity Sheets—p. 27), for each child. 

• Give each child a “Find the Numbers” sheet. Help the children find the numbers 1 through 7 hidden in 
the picture and circle them.  

SAY: The young servant girl in our Bible story today told Naaman that a prophet named Elisha could cure 
him of his skin disease. When Naaman found Elisha, he told Naaman to dip seven times in the Jordan 
River.  

ASK: How do you think Naaman felt when he was told he would be healed by dipping in the Jordan River 
seven times? 

 

B—Healers Help (Drama) 
• Set out doctor kits, stuffed animals, and dolls.  

• Encourage the children to care for the animals and dolls, as if they were sick or had injuries. Ask the 
children to suggest ideas that will help the stuffed animals and dolls heal. 

SAY: Our Bible story today tells us that a powerful man, Naaman, listened to a servant girl when he 
needed help.  

ASK: Who do you listen to when you need help?  

  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs). Encourage the children to cradle a stuffed animal or doll as you move to your story area.  

OR 
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EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area. 

• ASK: I wonder: 

o How are you feeling today?  

o How do you feel when you are sick? 

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the servant girl and Naaman’s wife snowflake (Class Kit—p. 28). 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about a servant girl who was not afraid to speak up to help someone.  

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area. 

• Place the servant girl and Naaman’s wife snowflake on the cloth or paper. 

• Tell the children the story, “Elisha and the Servant Girl” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 172–176). 

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Session 12 (Adventure DVD) with the children. 

ASK: How does your church family help one another? 

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “The Servant Girl” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 12) to the children. Encourage the children to do 

the motions as suggested. 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Display the Bible Verse Poster for Unit 3 (Class Kit—p. 31).  

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Have the children repeat the Bible verse. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 94).  

 

Transition to Respond 
• Encourage the children to jump up and down as they move to the next activity. 
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RESPOND 
A—Healing Relay Race (Game) 
• Have the children line up on one side of the room. On the other side of the room, lay a blue plastic 

tablecloth on the floor. 

• Have one child at a time run across the room, take the tablecloth off the floor, and raise the cloth 
above her or his head as the other children count aloud to seven. The child will then place the 
tablecloth back on the floor and run back to tag the next child in line. Repeat the sequence until all the 
children have had a chance to run and “dip in the water” (raise the tablecloth). 

SAY: Naaman dipped in the Jordan River seven times. He was healed of his skin disease. 

ASK: How did Naaman feel when he was healed? 

 

B—Blue Cookies (Snack) 
Before class: Purchase or make sugar cookies. 

• Give each child a plain sugar cookie on a plate. Help the children add two or three drops of blue food 
coloring to a tub of white frosting and stir. Add some of the blue frosting onto each child’s plate. Give 
each child a plastic knife, and invite each child to frost a cookie with the blue frosting.  

SAY: Naaman dipped himself in the Jordan River seven times. 

ASK: How can you help someone who is sick? 

 

Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
Before class: Display “Meet Our Neighbors” (Class Kit—p. 3), “Deep Blue Shores Map” (Class Kit—p. 14), 
and “Deep Blue Shores Figures” (Class Kit—p. 19). Photocopy “Get-well Card” (Leader Guide—p. 78) for 
each child. 

SAY: The Deep Blue Kids like to help. Sometimes they need help too. Today the Deep Blue Kids need help 
from Abuela to heal the sick plants in the garden.  

SAY: Let’s each make a card we can give to someone who is sick.  

• Give each child a copy of the get-well card. Let the children color the cards. 

SAY: Who do you ask for help? 

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs). 

• Encourage the children to tiptoe to your worship area. 
  

OR 
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BLESS 
Inviting 
Before class: Post the “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board.  

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance as the video plays.  

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the servant girl and Naaman’s wife 
snowflake cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.  

SAY: The servant girl was not afraid to help Naaman get better.  

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not already done. 

• Show the children the song cards and name each song. 

• Choose one child to pick a card. 

• Sing the song on that card.  

• Continue to sing as time and the children’s interest allow. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for people who are not afraid to help. Amen. 

TIP: Keep at least one Songs sheet to use in class. 

 

Blessing  
• Use your finger to make an “L” for Love on the back of each child’s hand. 

SAY: (Child’s name), you are old enough to help others. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for all the ways you help us. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
ASK: What’s one thing about today’s Bible story you can share with your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 12 home with each child. 
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Get-well Card 
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PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
King Josiah Puppet 
How We Worship Today 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible 
Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
Clean the Temple 
Build the Temple 
Loving God, Loving 
Neighbor 
Transition to Bless 

4. Bless 
Inviting 
Praising  
Blessing 
At Home with God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television 
or projector and screen | Offering basket | 
Crayons or markers | Glue | Scissors | Tape 
| Construction paper or cloth 
 
Gather: Lunch-size paper bags 
 
Explore: No additional supplies 
 
Respond: Piece of brown paper | Feather 
dusters | Blocks 
 
Bless: No additional supplies 

 
Before You Teach 
Josiah became king of Israel when he was only eight years old. Josiah reigned for thirty-one years. It 
says in the Bible that Josiah “did what was right in the LORD’s eyes” (2 Kings 22:2). 

We don’t know much about Josiah’s life since he was only eight years old when he became king. He 
probably had adult advisors to help him rule. We know that King Josiah was one of the most faithful 
kings of Jerusalem and always tried to please God. 

When Josiah was about twenty-six years old, he decided the temple needed to be repaired. The 
temple had not been taken care of for many years. There were structural issues that needed to be 
addressed, as well as the need for a deep cleaning. Josiah wanted the temple to be a worthy place 
to worship God. 

During the renovation of the temple, a worker found a very old book called, The Book of God’s Law. 
The worker gave the book to King Josiah, who read it and became very upset. Josiah realized that 
the people were not loving and worshipping God like the book instructed them to do. From that day 
forward, King Josiah removed all the idols and gods the people had been worshipping. He declared 
they would only worship God from now on, and they would bring back the celebration of the Feast 
of Passover. The people remembered God and worshipped God once again. 

The people then were not much different than we are today. It is easy to get pulled in directions 
that take us away from God. How do you ensure that God stays a priority in your life?  
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GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or 16 & 17) at eye level. 

• Play, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child with a greeting ritual. 

• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table. 

• Help each child put the King Josiah attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance Chart. 

SAY: Today’s Bible story is about a boy who became a king at eight years old. His name was Josiah. Josiah 
loved God and always did what pleased God. 

TIP: Welcome each child with a special handshake. You might give the child a high five, fist bump, or 
thumb bump. Make this a greeting ritual each week. 

 

A—King Josiah Puppet (Activity Sheets) 
Before class: Punch out the pieces of “King Josiah Puppet” (Activity Sheets—p. 29) for each child. The 
children will use their assembled puppets during the Bible story. 

• Help each child follow the directions to make the King Josiah puppet.  

SAY: Our Bible story today is about the time King Josiah wanted to clean up the temple. King Josiah 
wanted to make sure the temple was a good place to worship God. 

ASK: Does God like it when we take care of the church where we worship? 

 

B—How We Worship Today  
Before class: Photocopy “How We Worship Today” (Leader Guide—p. 84) for each child. 

SAY: People worshipped at the temple during Bible times, just like we worship in church today.  

• Give each child a copy of “How We Worship Today.” 

• Help the children circle items they see in their worship space today. Encourage each child to color the 
sheet with crayons or markers. 

ASK: Are there items on the sheet that we don’t see in worship today? 

  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs). 

• Sing, “What Is Right” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs), to the tune of “If You’re Happy and You Know It” as 
you lead the children to your story area. 

  

OR 
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EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area. 

• ASK: I wonder: 

o Do you help clean up around the house? 

o Have you ever found a book or toy that you forgot you had when you cleaned up?  

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the King Josiah snowflake (Class Kit—p. 28). 

SAY: Today we will hear about King Josiah and the cleaning of the temple. An old book was found that 
King Josiah did not know was there. 

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area. 

• Place the King Josiah snowflake on the cloth or paper. 

• Tell the children the story, “Faithfulness” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 164–167). 

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Session 13 (Adventure DVD) with the children, along with the Unit 
3 Bible Trivia Challenge (Adventure DVD). 

ASK: When have you been a leader? 

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “Josiah” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 13) to the children. Encourage the children to hold up their 

King Josiah puppets made earlier every time they hear the name, Josiah. 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Display the Bible Verse Poster for Unit 3 (Class Kit—p. 31).  

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Have the children repeat the Bible verse. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 94).  

 

Transition to Respond 
• Have the children pretend to sweep the floor as they move to the next activity. 
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RESPOND 
A—Clean the Temple (Game) 
Before class: Write the Bible verse “He did what was right in the LORD’s eyes. 2 Kings 22:2” on a piece of 
brown paper. Roll the paper up to look like a scroll. Hide the scroll in the classroom. 

SAY: We need to clean up our room. Maybe we will find something important, like Josiah did. 

• Let the children clean and straighten until they have found the scroll. When the scroll has been found, 
read the verse to the children. 

SAY: The word “Lord” is another name for God.  

ASK: What did King Josiah do to please God? 

 

B—Build the Temple (Drama) 
SAY: Josiah showed his faith in God by restoring and cleaning the temple. Let’s build a temple for our 
scroll. 

• Have the children use blocks to build the temple.  

ASK: How do you show your faith in God? 

TIP: Large blocks can be used to build the temple on the floor, or small blocks can be used to build the 
temple on a tabletop. 

 

Loving God, Loving Neighbor  
Before class: Display “Meet Our Neighbors” (Class Kit—p. 3).  

SAY: Rachel wants to be a leader by running for student council. Sophia is helping her make signs 
because she believes Rachel will be a good leader. 

ASK: What does Rachel need to do to be a good leader? 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for the good leaders in our world. Help us remember that you help us to be good 
leaders. Amen. 

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs). 

• Encourage the children to tiptoe to your worship area. 
  

OR 
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BLESS 
Inviting 
Before class: Post the “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board.  

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance as the video plays.  

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the King Josiah snowflake cut out 
earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.  

SAY: Our Bible story reminds us that good leaders remember God and what God wants us to do.  

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not already done. 

• Show the children the song cards and name each song. 

• Choose one child to pick a card. 

• Sing the song on that card.  

• Continue to sing as time and the children’s interest allow. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for sharing stories about good leaders. Help us always remember to be good 
leaders. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
• Use your finger to draw an “L” for Leader on the back of each child’s hand. 

SAY: (Child’s name), you are a faithful leader. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for your faithfulness. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
ASK: What’s one thing about today’s Bible story you can tell your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 13 home with each child. 
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How We Worship Today 
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All Are Welcome  
  

All are welcome. All will be welcome, 

no matter who you are. 

All are welcome. All will be welcome. 

What could be better? 

All are welcome. All who are welcome, 

we’re like the brightest star. 

All are welcome. All who are welcome, 

we shine together. 

We shine together, everyone. 

 

You be you. I’ll be me. 

We’ll be a community 

of different voices and hopeful choices. 

One in heart, one in mind. 

True believers, every kind. 

With God to guide us, 

the flame’s inside us. 

 

All are welcome. All will be welcome, 

no matter who you are. 

All are welcome. All will be welcome. 

What could be better? 

All are welcome. All who are welcome, 

we’re like the brightest star. 

All are welcome. All who are welcome, 

we shine together. 

We shine together, everyone. 

 

 

 

 

You be you. I’ll be me. 

Even if we disagree, 

we still belong here. God makes us strong here. 

We believe devotedly, 

with a faith for all to see. 

We are united— 

that’s where God’s light is. 

 

All are welcome. You are welcome. 

All are welcome. You are welcome. 

Better together.  

You are welcome, welcome, welcome. 

We shine together. You are welcome, welcome, 
welcome. 

 

Oh! All are welcome. All will be welcome, 

no matter who you are. 

All are welcome. All will be welcome. 

What could be better? 

All are welcome. All who are welcome, 

just like the brightest star. 

All are welcome. All who are welcome, 

we shine together. 

We shine together. 

We are together. 

We shine together, everyone. 
 

Words: Dennis Scott 
© 2018 Act IV Music
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Come to Us, Emmanuel  
  

In the days to come, 

hope is all around us. 

We await the One, 

feel his love surround us. 

A time that brings us happiness; 

his story we retell. 

Hope is almost here. 

Come to us, Emmanuel. 

 

In the days to come,  

with anticipation 

the season has begun— 

joy and adoration. 

 

You bring us everlasting peace 

with songs of Noel. 

Hope is almost here. 

Come to us, Emmanuel. 

 

Doo doo doo doo doo. 

Doo doo doo doo doo doo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You bring us everlasting peace 

with songs of Noel. 

Hope is born with you. 

Come to us, Emmanuel. 

 

Doo doo doo doo doo-oo-oo. 

 

Words: Dennis Scott 
© 2014 Act IV Music 
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Only You 
  

Jesus, your love lives inside me. 

Once I was blind, now I can see. 

You give me strength, faith to believe. 

Who could love me like you do? 

 

Only you could love me this way, 

only you deserve all the praise. 

Only you could love me this way,  

only you. 

There is only one like you, 

only you. 

 

Light of the world, you light my way, 

you bring me hope every day. 

You know my heart, you hear me pray. 

Who could love me like you do? 

 

Only you could love me this way, 

only you deserve all the praise. 

Only you could love me this way,  

only you. 

There is only one like you, 

only you. 

 

 

 

 

Only you could love me this way, 

only you deserve all the praise. 

Only you could love me this way,  

only you. 

There is only one like you, 

only you. 

 

There is only one like you, only you. 

 

Words: Matt Huesmann 
© 2016 Matt Huesmann Music. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Be a Leader 
  

Be a leader. You can be a leader. 

Be a leader. Take the lead and lead the 
way. 

 

Anyone can be a leader. 

Be a light and seize the day. 

Anyone can be a leader. 

God is there to show the way. 

You could be a Paul or Peter. 

God will teach you what to say. 

Anyone can be a leader. 

Take the lead and lead the way. 

 

No matter if you’re big or small, 

stand up when you hear the call. 

Even when the road is long, 

trust in God to show you 

how to sing your song. 

 

Anyone can be a leader. 

Be a light and seize the day. 

Anyone can be a leader. 

God is there to show the way. 

You could be a Paul or Peter. 

God will teach you what to say. 

Anyone can be a leader. 

Take the lead and lead the way. 

 

Just like King David on the job, 

leading with a heart for God. 

Samuel was wise and true: 

he walked the walk and talked the talk, like 
God would have him do. 

You can do it too. 

 

Anyone can be a leader. 

Be a light and seize the day. 

Anyone can be a leader. 

God is there to show the way. 

You could be a Paul or Peter. 

God will teach you what to say. 

Anyone can be a leader. 

Take the lead and lead the way. 

 

Be a leader. You can be a leader. 

Be a leader. Take the lead and lead the 
way. 

Anyone can be a leader. 

Be a leader. Anyone can be a leader. 

Take the lead and lead the way. 

 

Words: Dennis Scott 
© 2018 Act IV Music 
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The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news for all 
people.” (Luke 2:10) 



UNIT 2 BIBLE VERSE 
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So they went out and proclaimed that people should change their hearts and lives. (Mark 6:12) 



UNIT 3 BIBLE VERSE 
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He did what was right in the LORD’S eyes. (2 Kings 22:2) 
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Star Ornament 
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Christmas Card 
• Photocopy this Christmas card to send to each child in your class. 
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FALL 2019 WINTER 2019 –20 SPRING 2020 SUMMER 2020
UNIT 1: Communities  

Welcome
UNIT 1: Church Communities 

Celebrate Jesus
UNIT 1: Observing Lent in 

Community
UNIT 1: Communities 

Live Together

We Are One  
1 Corinthians 12:12-31

Mary’s Story  
Luke 1:26-38

Jesus Teaches  
Matthew 5:1-9

Communities Living Together  
Matthew 7:12

Communities Accept  
John 4:1-42

Joseph’s Story  
Matthew 1:18-24 

Mary Anoints Jesus  
John 12:1-8

Communities Need Foundations  
Matthew 7:24-27

Welcoming Others 
Mark 10:46-52 

Jesus Is Coming  
Luke 2:1-5 

Jesus Washes Feet  
John 13:1-17

Who Is Our Community?  
Luke 10:25-37

Communities Forgive  
Luke 19:1-10 

Jesus Is Born  
Luke 2:5-7 

Jesus Breaks the Bread  
Mark 14:12-26

Communities Love  
1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Children Contribute  
John 6:1-15 

Shepherds’ Story  
Luke 2:8-20 

Jesus Prays  
Matthew 26:36-46

UNIT 2: Community 
Foundations

UNIT 2: Jesus Leads the 
Community

UNIT 2: Celebrating 
Resurrection in Community

UNIT 2: Communities 
Change and Grow

Call to Freedom  
Exodus 2:11–3:22; 5:2–13:9 

Jesus Is Baptized  
Mark 1:9-11

Palm Sunday  
Mark 11:1-11

Communities Are Faithful  
Joshua 1:1-9

The Exodus  
Exodus 13:17–14:31; 15:1-21 

Jesus Brings Good News 
Luke 4:14-30

Easter  
Luke 24:1-12

Communities Remember  
Joshua 3:1-17; 4:1-24 

Community in the Wilderness  
Exodus 15:22–17:7 

Jesus Calls Levi  
Luke 5:27-32

Emmaus  
Luke 24:13-35

Communities Transition  
1 Samuel 7:15–8:22; 10:17-24

Ten Commandments  
Exodus 19:1–20:21 

Jesus Sends the Disciples  
Mark 6:7-13

Thomas Believes  
John 20:24-31

Communities Grow  
Luke 13:18-21

UNIT 3: Stories That Shape 
Our Faith Community

UNIT 3: Leaders of the 
Community

UNIT 3: First Christian 
Communities

UNIT 3: Communities 
Worship

Adam and Eve  
Genesis 2:10–3:24

Deborah  
Judges 4:4-16

Peter and John  
Acts 4:1-22

A Tent for God  
Exodus 25:1–31:15; 35:4–40:38

Noah and the Flood  
Genesis 6:13–9:17 

David  
1 Samuel 16:1-23

Peter in Prison  
Acts 12:1-17

Dancing for God  
2 Samuel 6:1-19

Daniel and the Lions   
Daniel 6:1-28 

The Servant Girl 
2 Kings 5:1-19 

Paul Is Changed  
Acts 9:1-19 

A Temple for God  
1 Kings 6:1-38; 8:1-66

Jonah and the Fish  
Book of Jonah 

Josiah  
2 Kings 22:1–23:23

Paul Escapes  
Acts 9:20-25

Singing for God  
Acts 16:16-40

Pentecost  
Acts 2:1-41

A Call to Worship  
Psalm 100:1-5

S C O P E SEQUENCE

D
ee

p 
Bl

ue
 C

V3
 L

dr
 G

ui
de

 W
in

te
r 2

01
9 

20
20

800-672-1789 | Cokesbury.com
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As children visit a diff erent learning 
station each week, they’ll explore the 
Bible story from multiple angles for 
deeper, more engaged learning. Perfect 
for busy volunteers—plan one lesson, 
then teach it to diff erent age groups 
over several weeks. Numerous topics 
available in full 7-week units, or choose 
individual stations for a shorter rotation. 
Perfect for midweek! Grades K–5.

As children visit a diff erent learning 
station each week, they’ll explore the 
Bible story from multiple angles for 
deeper, more engaged learning. Perfect 
for busy volunteers—plan one lesson, 
then teach it to diff erent age groups 
over several weeks. Numerous topics 
available in full 7-week units, or choose 
individual stations for a shorter rotation. 
Perfect for midweek! Grades K–5.

Deepen learning with 
Deep Blue Rotation Stations!

For a complete list of units and individual station downloads, 
see Cokesbury.com or go to deepbluekids.com/rotation.
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