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Welcome to the new D6 EveryDay Curriculum

Adventure Kids Teaching Guide!
Adventure Kids Teaching Guide is a leader’s guide for those who teach kindergarten-second 
grade. This teaching guide will help your students know God through the study of His Word and 
learn to apply and live those truths. Explorers is part of the D6 family of Sunday School/Bible study 
curriculum for all ages. D6 is a reference to the Scriptural teaching that says parents are to be the 
primary spiritual leaders for the children (Deuteronomy 6:5-9). D6 EveryDay curriculum provides a 
three-year study of the story of the Bible, helping lead the entire family to interact around the same 
biblical theme* each week.

*Preschool lessons are connected to one of the elementary-adult themes when possible.

Adventure Kids Teaching Guide and its companion publications—Adventure Kids Teaching Es-
sentials and Adventure Guide (student magazine)—are the arm of D6 EveryDay curriculum for 
kindergarten-second graders. 

Included in the Teaching Guide

Variety—Every quarter includes lessons from both the Old and New Testaments. There will 
occasionally be topical lessons that reinforce and enhance the Old or New Testament lessons. 
Icons indicate how the lessons may be customized for a large group or small group setting.

Preparation Checklist—This provides a list of what is needed for the different parts of 
the lesson whether it is a Teaching Essential or additional items needed for the lesson.

Lesson Objective—It’s hard to know if your lesson is successful if you’re not sure what 
you’re trying to accomplish. That’s why every lesson includes an objective that identifies what you 
want learners to take away from the lesson.

Application Verse—D6 Curriculum has always emphasized a verse from God’s Word to 
learn. The verses correlate with the topics and provide and intentional focus for students to apply 
the verse to their lives and not just memorize the words (James 1:22).

Family Theme—This provides the theme that ages kindergarten-adult will be studying. The 
lessons are written and designed to be age-appropriate, yet still focus on the same theme to en-
courage family conversations about God’s Word.

Zoom In—Lessons include brief notes to help the teacher and the student develop a biblical 
worldview by thinking biblically and seeing the world through the lens of Scripture.

D6 Digital—D6 EveryDay curriculum is available in a digital format. You can access the 
lessons and essentials from your laptop, tablet, or smartphone. Go to randallhouse.com or call 
800.877.7030 for more information.
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D6 EveryDay curriculum is built around five important steps to help stu-
dents learn and participate in every lesson. These five steps are:

Get Started—This opening activity helps capture the learners’ attention to help them transi-

tion to class time and get started to learn from God’s Word. Two options are provided so teachers 

can choose the activity that best fits their students and their classroom setting.

Study the Word—What does the Bible say? This section answers this question by digging 

into the biblical text and explaining it in ways students can understand. 

Dig Deeper—This section of the lesson provides additional teaching and reinforcement of 

biblical truths presented in the lesson. 

Apply It—This section encourages learners see how the biblical truths they have just learned, 

as well as the application verse for the lesson, applies to their lives in personal ways.

Live It—The final section in each lesson encourages and challenges students to use what they 

have learned in the lesson and live it out in their every day lives.

Additional Features
Bible Basics—These brief notes help teachers, parents, and students develop deep-

er biblical literacy by discussing and memorizing important facts and truths every believer 

should know.

How It Fits—This helps the teacher and the student understand how the entire Bible 

fits together by showing how each lesson fits in the big picture of God’s plan.

Take Note: These are additional tips and information you will find helpful when pre-

paring and teaching the lesson.
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Adventure Kids Components
Adventure Kids Teaching Resources
Adventure Kids Teaching Resources provide the tools needed to most effectively teach kindergar-
ten-second grade. Each kit includes one Adventure Kids Teaching Guide, Adventure Kids Teaching 
Essentials (includes teaching pictures and posters, reproducible sheets, application verse posters, and 
Field Notes), and one copy of Adventure Guide. Field Notes are a weekly link between the class and 
home. These reproducible sheets are designed to reinforce weekly lessons and themes through the 
use of age-appropriate activities that are used in both settings. One side provides a worksheet activity 
to be used in the classroom. Two options are provided for classroom use—one for younger students 
(y) and one for older students (o). Make the number of copies of each that fit your students best. For 
example, if you have four younger students and six older students in your classroom, make four copies 
of the (y) Field Notes and six copies of the (o) Field Notes. Follow the directions for each provided in 
the Teaching Guide. The other side provides tools to be used at home. A code for a digital copy of the 
Teaching Guide is also included with the Teaching Essentials.

Adventure Kids
Teaching Guide

Adventure Kids Teaching Essentials

Adventure Kids 
Guide

Adventure Guide
Adventure Guide is the devotional magazine for students in kinder- 
garten-second grade. It is a tool designed to help the student estab-
lish the habit of spending daily time with God in His Word. This mag-
azine features 13 weeks of daily Bible studies, which help reinforce 
the themes of the lessons students learned at church. It also includes 
crafts or recipes, age-appropriate jokes to share with friends and fam-
ily members, short stories, and articles to help them grow as Christ 
followers. Every student in your class needs his or her own copy of 
Adventure Guide to read and study throughout the quarter.

Devotional magazines are available for everyone in your family. To order visit www.D6family.com.

All of the Adventure Kid products can be ordered online at D6curriculum.com, or you can order them 
by calling 1-800-877-7030.
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Talking With Children 
About Spiritual Matters

One of your most important roles as a church leader to elementary students will be to encourage and 
guide them in their spiritual journey. God has given parents the most important and influential role 
when it comes to influencing a child’s path to salvation, and leaders at church have the responsibility 
to support and encourage this process. 

Ideally, parents will be the ones to help their kids navigate a decision to follow Christ, but children’s 
ministry leaders should be prepared and ready when needed. Kids will have questions about faith 
at random times, so it’s important for everyone on your team to be trained about leading them 
to Christ and answering questions they may have. Sometimes kids respond to an invitation for 
salvation, but when you talk with them you can tell what they really need is assurance of salvation, 
help understanding how to fight temptations, or some other aspect of navigating their walk with 
Christ. See #4 below for help with those situations.

There are many methods that are effective, but the following provides general guidelines and 
principles with regard to leading a child to Christ.

Whenever a child responds, it’s important to discern the reasons for the response and the readiness 
of the child. 

 •  Ask the child why he responded today (came forward, raised his hand, went to the back of 
the room, etc.).  Don’t make the assumption the child is responding to a need for salvation. 
Sometimes kids just want to tell you about an injury or a pet that is sick. Be careful not to ask 
leading questions like, “Did you come to become a Christian?” Ask questions that allow the 
child to word his reason for responding.

 •  If the child provides enough feedback to show readiness for this important step of faith, proceed 
with the next steps. If you do not feel the child fully understands, listen to why she came and 
pray with her about her need, but do not proceed. Walking a child through that decision before 
she is ready can lead to much confusion and provide a false sense of security in salvation.

Here are some guidelines for talking with children about salvation:

1. We have a problem—we all sin and there’s a penalty for sin. 

 •  What is sin? Sin is anything we think, say, or do that goes against God’s Word. Sin breaks 
our relationship with God.

 •  Have you ever sinned? Encourage the child to recognize he has sinned and use the Bible to 
show that all have sinned (Romans 3:23).

 •  Do you know what punishment is? Allow the child to respond. The Bible teaches us the 
punishment for sin means that at some point everyone will die and be separated 
from God. It’s a punishment earned because of sin (Romans 6:23).
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2.  God has a solution to the problem—Jesus took the punishment for sin and made a way 
to fix our relationship with God. 

 •  God loved us so much that He sent His Son to die on the cross to pay the price for 
our sins (Romans 5:8).

 •  God offers the free gift of salvation and all who choose that gift can live with Him 
forever (Romans 6:23b).

 • God wants to be our friend and guide us every day!

3.  You have a choice to make—Will you receive the free gift being offered to you?

 •  Nobody can make this choice for you. It’s a personal decision to follow Jesus (Romans 
10:9, John 3:16).

 •  Discuss with the child what these verses mean and ask if she believes these things and wants 
to receive the gift of salvation. Pray with her, but encourage her to use her own words to tell 
God what she is feeling and wants to do. 

Children are literal thinkers, so using phrases like, “ask Jesus into your heart,” or “give your heart to 
Jesus” can be confusing to them. Be simple and clear when choosing your words. 

4.  The choice to become a Christian is just the beginning of an exciting journey with 
the Lord. He is ready to help His children grow and learn every day. Use these five-word 
promises from Gods Word to encourage kids along their journey. Encourage them to use the 
fingers on one hand to be reminded of these truths.

 •  God will always forgive me (1 John 1:9). 
   Children need to be reminded that becoming a Christian doesn’t mean they will never sin 

again. Some kids think they need to become a Christian all over again every time they sin. 
 • God will never leave me (Hebrews 13:5b).
   Sometimes kids just need assurance of salvation and a reminder that God is with them even 

when they cannot physically see Him.
 • The Lord is my helper (Hebrews 13:6).
   It’s not easy to fight sin nature and follow Christ. Children often get discouraged if they feel 

alone. 
 • I can talk to God (Philippians 4:6, 1 Peter 5:7).
   Children need to be reminded that God cares about everything they are going through and 

they can talk to Him about anything.
 • The Bible is God’s Word (Hebrews 4:12, 2 Timothy 3:16).
   Children need to know the Bible is not just a book about God or His teachings. It is actually 

God’s Word to us and very useful for learning to follow Him every day.



Authored by God, 
Written by Men

December 6, 2020 Lesson 1 Text: 2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the 
story of the Bible

This lesson fits with the 
whole of Scripture because it 
demonstrates how the God of all 
truth revealed His truth to us in 
the Bible.

Lesson Objective:
The Bible was inspired by God, but written by men. It is a 
foundational truth to our faith. Read God’s Word and apply 
the truths to your life.

Application Verse:
2 Timothy 3:16

Family Theme:
God Revealed Truth

Bible Basics:
How do we know about God? We know God through the wonders of creation 
(Psalm 19:1-4), through His image in which we are made (Genesis 1:27), and 
especially through His Son, Jesus (John 1:18). We know about God from the 
Scriptures, the Bible.
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q Several well-known books

Option 2

q A leaf

q A piece of paper

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 1-1

q Bible

DIG DEEPER
q TE 1-2

q TE 1-3

q Field Notes 1

q Colored pencils

APPLY IT
q TE 1-4

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 1



GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

As students enter the classroom, have the books 
somewhere 
visible. Begin 

class by stating that you would like to 
share with them a few of your favorite 
books. Hold each one up, reading the title 
and identifying the author’s name. Point 
out that a lot of books have an “About the 
Author” section, either in the front flap or 
sometimes on the back cover and that it’s always interesting to get to know 
a little bit about the author who wrote a well-loved book. Then choose one 
book and read the “About the Author” section aloud. Today, we’re going to 
learn about the most well-loved book of all time—the Bible. There 
is no other book like it in the world. There never has been and there 
never will be. But this book wasn’t just written by one or two people, 
like the books we see before us today. Some of its original wording 
was in Hebrews, some in Aramaic, and some in Greek. It was written 
over a long period of time—about 1500 years! Do any of you know 
what book I am talking about? Encourage response. Yes, it is the 
Bible. The Bible is ultimate Truth and was written in a very special, 
supernatural way. As Christians, it’s so important that we understand 
how the Bible came into existence—to know its ultimate Author and 
how He gave us its words—in order for us to know that we can have 
confidence in everything it says.

Display the leaf and paper, and then place the items 
on a table. Do 
any of you 

know something that is invisible that 
can move these two items? Encourage 
response. The wind and our breath are 
two invisible things that can do just 
that. Choose two students to blow on 
each item. We couldn’t see (students’ 
names) breath when they blew on the items, but just like we know the 
wind is there when we see the leaves blow around outside, we know 
it was their breath that moved the items. The Bible is God-breathed, 
or inspired, and is the ultimate Truth. God inspired the writers of the 
Bible to write His words using their vocabularies, personalities, and 
past experiences to communicate His message.
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Items Needed:
•  Several well-known 

books

Option 1

Option 2
Items Needed:
• A leaf
• A piece of paper



STUDY THE WORD
This week and next we are going to learn about God’s Word, the 
Bible. It is unlike any other book 
ever written. Read 2 Timothy 3:16 to 
the students. Display TE 1-1. God is 
the Author of the Bible. Even though 
different men wrote the different 
books, God spoke through them so 
they would write what He wanted us 
to know. The Bible says it like this. 
Read 2 Peter 1:20-21 to the students. These verses are saying that even 
though men were writing down the words, the Holy Spirit inspired 
their words. God used each writer’s personality and life experiences 
to get the words of the Bible to the people. Let’s focus on two things 
the Bible does for us.

The Bible reveals truth about God. He wants to be known and He 
wants us to know Him. Romans 1:19-20 teaches us God shows 
Himself to us through His creation, power, and divine characteristics. 
We can look around and see God every year as we see the leaves 
fall off the tree in autumn and then grow again in spring. Have any 
of you ever been to the beach and watched the waves go back and 
forth? God’s power that does that! Think about how the clouds move 
in the sky—that is God’s power. God hears every prayer from every 
person in the world. He knows our thoughts and our motivation 
for doing things, and He continues to love us. He keeps His every 
promise. Those are just some of God’s divine characteristics. 
Through His Word, we not only learn about Him, but also how to 
have a relationship with Him.

The Bible gives truth for everything else. Why is it important to our 
Christian faith to know that every word of the Bible is absolute truth 
authored by God Himself? The moment we begin thinking that any 
part of the Bible may not be absolutely true or may not have come 
from God Himself through His Spirit, it leads to overall doubt in 
everything the Bible says. Remember how Satan’s questions planted 
seeds of doubt for Eve in the Garden of Eden? He not only caused 
her to question God’s words, but also question the authority of those 
words, which led to sin entering the world.

DIG DEEPER
Before class, copy Field Notes 1 for each student. We have learned 
some important truths about the 
Bible Display TE 1-2 and point to the 
top sentence. This week’s main point 
is the Bible was inspired by God. 
Distribute Field Notes 1 and colored 
pencils to the students. Have the younger 
students color the numbers on their 
Field Notes as you talk about the Bible. 
Have the older students use the number 

9

Items Needed:
• TE 1-1
• Bible

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Be sure students understand 
we can trust the Bible is true 
because the Holy Spirit inspired 
the writers so they recorded what 
God wanted us to know. The 
Bible truly is God’s Word.

TE 1-1

Items Needed:
• TE 1-2—TE 1-3
• Field Notes 1
• Colored pencils

TE 1-2

FN 1 (Y) FN 1 (O)



bank and write the correct number in the blanks. Display TE 1-3. There are 
66 books in the Bible, 39 in the Old Testament—the books written 
before Jesus came to earth, and 27 in the New Testament—the books 
written after Jesus came to earth. Over 40 men wrote the different 
books in the Bible over about 1500 years. The Bible was written in 
three languages. The writers didn’t all live at the same time or in the 
same place. Some of the men wrote in the Greek language. Others 
wrote their books in the Hebrew language, and a few even wrote in 
a language called Aramaic. They were very different men from very 
different places. God spoke through the Holy Spirit to these authors 
and guided them to reveal His truth. The Bible has one purpose—to 
show all of the people, including us, His plan to save us from our sin.

The Bible is infallible, which means it is incapable of being wrong 
or having mistakes. The Bible is a reflection of the character of God. 
When we follow God’s Word, we grow our relationship with Him. By 
studying the Bible, we learn about God and how He wants us to live 
our lives so we can honor Him.

APPLY IT
Display TE 1-4 and introduce the application verse to the students by reading 
it to them. Because everything in the 
Bible is from God, we can know the 
Scriptures are holy. They are His 
holy words that came from His Holy 
Spirit. Knowing God’s Word is His 
truth, we can have the confidence 
in applying it to our lives. It should be the filter through which we 
live. No matter what we are facing, the Bible can help us, comfort 
us, strengthen us, and give us wisdom. God’s Word teaches us. Do 
any of you know what the word reproof means? Encourage response. 
It means to discipline. God’s Word is good for reproof. It corrects us 
when we are going the wrong direction, and it shows us how to live 
in righteousness. Do any of you know what the word righteousness 
means? Encourage response. In its simplest meaning, it is right living, 
according to God’s holy standards. When we become a Christian, 
we receive the righteousness of Jesus. In other words, when God 
looks at us, He sees the righteousness of His Son. The Bible is God’s 
Word and it gives us the tools to help us in life. Let’s say the verse 
together to help us learn how to live righteously. Divide the students 
into two groups. Have the first group say the words to the application verse a 
few words at a time pausing between groups of words. Have the other group 
echo the words back to the first group at each pause. After the verse has 
been said, have the groups switch places letting the second group say the 
words and the first group echoing them back.
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Items Needed:
• TE 1-4

TE 1-3

TE 1-4



LIVE IT
God revealed His truth to us in His Word, and we should live our 
lives according to what it says. God 
is the author of the Bible, and the 
Bible gives truth for everything else. 
Jesus is the best earthly example of 
a life that showed a complete trust 
in the authority of God’s Words. We 
can turn to the Bible to help us in every situation. Did you know that 
just like Satan tempted Eve, he came to Jesus and tempted Him? But 
Jesus resisted the temptations and lies of Satan by using the Word 
of God. When Satan came at Jesus with lies, Jesus came right back 
at Satan with Truth. Jesus knew God’s Word was the ultimate truth 
and He knew who had authored it. Therefore, He trusted it enough to 
live His earthly life according to it. We can learn from Jesus’ example 
not only the importance of knowing what God’s Word says, but also 
that our words and actions reflect our belief in the Bible. Have the 
students refer to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step 
is to read God’s Word and apply the truths to your life.

End class in prayer, thanking God for His holy, true, inspired Word and asking 
Him to help each student live under the authority of God’s Words, just as 
Jesus did.

Take Note:
Go to www.D6teacher.com to download answer keys for Field Notes.
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Items Needed:
• Field Notes 1

Field Notes 1



God Is the Source 
of Truth

December 13, 2020 Lesson 2 Text: Psalm 119:89, 142, 160

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the 
story of the Bible

This lesson fits with all of Scripture 
because it affirms that all of God’s 
Word is absolutely true.

Lesson Objective:
Absolute truth is found in God’s Word, the Bible. 
Know the truth so we can recognize what is false, and 
share God’s truth with those around us.

Application Verse:
2 Timothy 3:16

Family Theme:
God’s Word Is Absolute Truth

GET STARTED
Option 1

q TE 2-1

Option 2

q Energizer battery

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 1-2

q TE 2-2

q Field Notes 2

q Pencils

q Bible

APPLY IT
q TE 1-4

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 2

Bible Basics:
Learn 2 Timothy 3:16 together.
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GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Read the statements from TE 2-1a aloud to the 
students. Have 
them stand if 
they think the 

statement is true and sit if they believe it 
is false. Would you like for me to tell 
you which statements are true and 
which are false? Every one of the 
statements I just read is false. Now let me ask you something else. 
When I was reading the different statements, how did you determine 
whether you thought it was true or false? Students might respond with 
things like they thought they read something before about it, another student 
told them it was the correct answer, they thought they saw something on 
television about it, they remembered learning something in school about it, 
or they just guessed or thought it sounded right. The true statements are 
provided on TE 2-1b for you to share with the students. Knowing what the 
truth is about something helps us know when we hear something 
false being presented as the truth. In our world today, so many 
people don’t think of the Bible as the truth. Today we are going to 
learn that God’s Word is the absolute truth.

Have any of you ever seen the Energizer 
bunny on TV? 
Encourage 
response. What 

are the commercials about? They 
are about this. Display the battery. The 
commercial wants you to believe that 
the reason the toy bunny can “keep 
going, and going, and going” is because it has an Energizer battery 
in it. But even though the Energizer Bunny “keeps going and going” 
will this battery make it keep going forever? No, this (display the 
battery) will not make it work forever. At some point, the battery will 
stop working. And then, the bunny will stop working. Today, we’re 
going to talk about something so special that will last forever. Unlike 
the Energizer Bunny, it actually will “keep going and going and 
going, ” and that is the Bible. Hold up your Bible. Because God’s Word 
is absolute Truth, it will last for all time.
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Option 1
Items Needed:
• TE 2-1

Option 2
Items Needed:
• Energizer battery

TE 2-1a

TE 2-1b

Take Note:
Are you on Facebook? Join 
the D6 Curriculum Teachers 
group, a place of community 
for you to share stories, ask 
questions, get advice, and 
engage in conversations with 
other D6 curriculum teachers.



STUDY THE WORD
Before class, copy Field Notes 2 so each student will have one. Display the 
Bible. Last week, we began learning 
about God’s Word, the Bible. We 
learned the Bible was inspired by 
God, but written by men. The Bible 
gives truth for everything else. Display 
TE 1-2 and point to the bottom sentence. 
Today we will learn the Bible is the 
ultimate truth. From the first book of 
the Bible—Genesis—to the last book 
of the Bible—Revelation—every 
part of the Bible is true. Sometimes 
your parents or grandparents tell 
you fairytales such as The Three Little Pigs, The Ugly Duckling, or 
Cinderella. Those stories are nice, but they aren’t true. God’s Word, 
the Bible, has stories in them too. The difference is all of the stories 
in the Bible are true. It is God’s story about people; about how He 
created us and loves us. It is His story about how we can know Him 
and live life His way.

Distribute Field Notes 2 and pencils to the students. Have the younger 
students color the words in the four things God’s Word tells us. Have the 
older students use the word bank to fill in the blanks. Display TE 2-2.

God’s Word is eternal (Psalm 119:89).

God’s law is truth (Psalm 119:142).

Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. He is the only way to the 
Father (John 14:6).

If we confess our sin, God is faithful to forgive them and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9).

Hold up your Bible and instruct students to hold up theirs. The most 
important questions of life are addressed in God’s book. Yet, there 
are many people in this world who do not believe the Bible is the 
ultimate Truth. Instead, some people choose to live according to 
what they want to be true. They think they will be happy if they get 
to do exactly what they want to do without anyone bossing them 
around. The Bible tells us Satan is telling them lies (John 8:44). You 
can know something isn’t God’s truth whenever you think something, 
hear something, or something that goes against what the Bible says.

DIG DEEPER
There are many people in the world who believe in false religions. 
They think they believe what is right, but they have been tricked 
into believing something untrue about God and Jesus. The Bible 
tells us Satan is the ruler of this world and he has blinded people 
from seeing the truth that is communicated in the Word of God (2 
Corinthians 4:4). Satan blinds people from understanding that through 
Jesus, and only Jesus, there is forgiveness of sins and acceptance by 
God.
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Items Needed:
• TE 1-2
• TE 2-2
• Field Notes 2
• Pencils
• Bible

TE 1-2

FN 2 (Y) FN 2 (O)

TE 2-2

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Make sure your learners know 
Jesus affirmed God’s Word is 
true. It is absolutely true since 
God, who cannot lie, gave the 
Bible.



APPLY IT
Display TE 1-4 and review the application verse with the students by reading 
it to them. Paul and Timothy became 
very close as they traveled together 
on missionary journeys. Paul was 
a spiritual father to Timothy, and 
referred to Timothy as his “true son 
in the faith.” Some believe that Paul 
had actually led Timothy to faith in 
Jesus. Paul was in prison in Rome when he wrote this second letter 
to Timothy. Paul knew he was nearing the end of his life. He knew 
he was facing execution for the spreading of the Gospel, and so he 
wrote down his final words to Timothy.

One of Paul’s main goals was to encourage Timothy to remain 
faithful to the Gospel and remember the truths that had been taught 
to him. We can be encouraged through reading and learning from 
God’s Word. God is the source of truth. Every word in the Bible 
comes from God Himself, so we know that it is the truth. We can 
place our trust in God and His Word because it is absolute and it 
is eternal. God gave us these words to teach, rebuke, correct, and 
equip us. It can shield and protect us from the lies we hear every 
day. As we grow in Christ, how we think and live should look more 
and more like Him. The more we read God’s Word, study it, meditate 
on it, and grow in our knowledge of it, the more we know what right 
living looks like. Have the students say the verse with you several times. 
Have the students find a partner or form groups of three. Have the students 
say the verse to each other. Then have the students switch partners or groups 
and repeat the activity. Continue as time allows. Say the application verse 
together as a class. We are to remember God’s Word is absolute truth 
and we are to live our lives so others will see the truth.

LIVE IT
The Bible is God’s Word and it is completely 100% true. It gives the 
explanation for why we’re here on 
this earth, how we got here, and how 
the universe was created. It also 
gives us the measuring standard for 
morality—right and wrong. It gives 
us God’s plan of salvation for the 
world—through Jesus Christ’s death 
and resurrection. It tells us what comes after this life and how we 
can live forever in Heaven with God. We can trust God’s Word. Why 
is it important to study and know what God’s Word says? Encourage 
response. We are to share God’s Word, His Truth, with those around 
us. But we must first know what God’s Word says. If we don’t know 
what the truth in God’s Word says, we won’t be able to recognize 
Satan’s lies. We are also to live our lives so they are pleasing to God. 
Have the students refer to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your 
Next Step is to know the truth so you can recognize what is false, 
and share God’s truth with those around you.
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Items Needed:
• TE 1-4

Items Needed:
• Field Notes 2

TE 1-4

Field Notes 2



Jesus Is the 
Promised Messiah

December 20, 2020 Lesson 3 Text: Matthew 1:18—2:12

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story 
of the Bible

This lesson tells about the birth of Jesus, God’s 
Son. He was the Messiah whom God had 
promised long before in the Old Testament, the 
One who would save us from our sins. The Old 
Testament pointed to Him.

Lesson Objective:
Jesus is the promised Messiah. Celebrate God’s best 
gift, Jesus, by loving and serving Him.

Application Verse:
1 John 4:9b

Family Theme:
The Promised Messiah Is Born

GET STARTED
Option 1
q TE 3-1
q Construction paper
q Markers
q Scissors
q Glue sticks
Option 2
q Birthday party decorations
q Food and drink of your choice
q Disposable plates
q Disposable cups
q Napkins

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 3-2
q Field Notes 3
q Colored pencils

q Five gift boxes

DIG DEEPER
q TE 3-3
q TE 3-4
q Cardstock
q Crayons
q Scissors
q Single-hole punch
q Thin ribbon
q Permanent marker

APPLY IT
q TE 3-5
q Gift-wrapped box
q Treats

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 3

Bible Basics:
Review the names and order of the first five books of the Old Testament and the first four 
books of the New Testament from last quarter’s Bible Basics.
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GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Before class, make copies of TE 3-1 so each 
student will 
have one. 

Distribute pieces of construction paper, 
a copy of TE 3-1, markers, scissors, and 
glue sticks. Allow time for the students 
to color the words and pictures and then 
cut them out. Have the students fold the 
construction paper in half, short end to 
short end. Allow the students to glue the 
words and pictures on the construction 
paper and decorate the paper however 
they wish to create a card. Encourage the 
students to give the card to someone special today.

Today we are going to learn about a special gift God gave to us. It’s 
not just for some to receive, but it is give to every single person. We 
will learn about the birth of God’s Son, Jesus.

Celebrate Christmas with a birthday party for Jesus. 
Christmas 
decorations 

are seen everywhere during this time of 
year, but place the emphasis on the true 
reason for our celebration—the birth of the 
promised Messiah. Allow the students to 
help you decorate for the party and then 
celebrate Jesus’ birth by singing, “Happy 
Birthday” to Him.

Christmas is an exciting time. What 
are some of your favorite things 
about Christmas? Encourage response. 
It’s easy for our focus and attention 
to be on the different things that happen during Christmas, but we 
must remember the true meaning of Christmas is to celebrate and 
honor the birth of the promised Messiah and God’s Son, Jesus.

STUDY THE WORD
Before class, cut apart the pieces from TE 3-2 and place each one in a 
separate gift box. Number the boxes 
1-5 to coincide with the order of events 
(labeled a-e on the Teaching Essentials. 
Also, copy Field Notes 3 for each student. 
Distribute Field Notes 3 and colored 
pencils to the students. Have the younger 
students number the pictures as you 
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Option 1
Items Needed:
• TE 3-1
• Construction paper
• Markers
• Scissors
• Glue sticks

Items Needed:
•  Birthday party decora-

tions
•  Food and drink of your 

choice
• Disposable plates
• Disposable cups
• Napkins

Option 2

Items Needed:
• TE 3-2
• Field Notes 3
• Colored pencils
• Five gift boxes

FN 3 (Y) FN 3 (O)

TE 3-2

TE 3-1



discuss each one. Have the older students fill in the blanks as you share the 
lesson.

Do any of you like to receive gifts? Encourage response. Of course you 
do; we all do. Today we are going to learn about the greatest gift we 
have ever been given. Display the five different boxes.

Open the first box. An angel appeared to Mary and then to Joseph 
telling them Mary would have a baby boy and to name him Jesus. He 
would be the long awaited Messiah, God’s promised Son who would 
take away the sins of the world.

Open the second box. They were afraid at first, but also very excited 
as they followed where God led them. That first journey led them to 
Bethlehem. Why Bethlehem? Caesar Augustus said all the people 
should be taxed. This meant there had to be a census to count the 
people. The people were required to return to their family’s hometown 
to register for the census. Just as prophesied, because Joseph was 
a descendant of King David, he had to go to Bethlehem. Mary and 
Joseph had no choice but to leave, so they left Nazareth and headed 
on their way even though she was going to have the baby soon.

Open the third box. Mary and Joseph probably stayed with Joseph’s 
family in Bethlehem. However, the upper room where people usually 
slept was full, so Mary and Joseph stayed in the lower room, where 
the animals were usually kept. While they were there, Mary gave 
birth to baby Jesus. Mary wrapped Him up and laid Him in a manger, 
which is what the animals ate from. God had promised a Savior to 
take away the sins of the world, and He came as a tiny baby.

Open the fourth box. The story then turns to a group of shepherds 
who were watching their sheep in the countryside. Suddenly, an 
angel appeared to them. The shepherds were scared! They probably 
had a hard time believing what they were seeing! The angel told 
the shepherds not to be afraid because he brought good news that 
would bring great joy to everyone. This great news was that the long 
awaited Savior, Jesus, had been born in Bethlehem. The angel told 
the shepherds how to find the baby: He would be lying in a manger 
wrapped in cloths.

This was wonderful news! The long awaited and promised Messiah 
was here! After the angel told the shepherds all of this, more angels 
showed up and praised God. These shepherds rushed to Bethlehem 
and found baby Jesus just as the angel had told them and were so 
happy they told everyone they could about what had happened.

Open the last box. A little while later, wise men from the east followed 
a star to Jerusalem. They were searching for the King of the Jews. 
The wise men came to King Herod looking for this King of the Jews 
so they could worship Him. King Herod became very jealous. He 
was the king and only wanted people to obey and bow down to 
him. King Herod was sneaky and devised a plan. He told the wise 
men to go and find this king. They were to let him know where this 
new king was so he could worship Him too. Do you think Herod was 
going to do that? No! The wise men continued on their journey and 
followed the star all the way to Jesus. When they found Him, they fell 
down and worshiped Him and gave Him gifts of great value: gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.
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Take Note:
Splink is a simple way 
to link your family together 
spiritually. Through FREE 
weekly emails packed with 
ideas, Splink helps you 
and your family engage 
in conversation. Whether 
it’s making memories or 
having fun together, Splink 
allows you to capture 
those teachable moments 
to impress spiritual truths 
and life lessons on your 
kids. No matter where you 
are, there’s always time to 
Splink!

Sign up for Splink at 
D6family.com/Splink.



Christmas is when we celebrate Jesus, the Son of God, leaving 
Heaven and coming to earth as a human baby. We celebrate Jesus as 
God’s gift. It’s not wrong to be happy and excited about receiving a 
gift at Christmas. But we must make sure we’re not more excited the 
material gifts we receive than the greatest gift of Jesus.

DIG DEEPER
Before class, make a copy of TE 3-4 on cardstock and cut the sections 
apart so each student will have one. 
Cut the ribbon into 6” lengths for each 
student. In the Old Testament book 
of Isaiah 7, the prophet Isaiah told 
of the promised Messiah who would 
be born. God promised He would 
send His Son to earth to live as 
a human, but it took hundreds of 
years for the promise to be fulfilled. 
What would you have thought if 
someone promised you they would 
do something and then waited even 
just one year? Encourage response. 
What do you think the people may 
have thought about God’s promise? 
Encourage response. They may have 
thought God had forgotten them or He just didn’t care about them 
anymore. Perhaps they wondered if God was even real. Why is it so 
hard to wait for things like Christmas morning, for God to answer 
your prayers, and for God to keep His promises? Encourage response. 
We are impatient, and it is difficult to wait for God, but waiting for 
God is part of the way that we show Him our obedience. God made 
a promise to send His Son and He did! He did not forget. He did not 
stop caring. We may have to wait longer than we’d like to, but we 
know God always keeps His promises. Display TE 3-3. The next few 
weeks we are going to learn different things about Jesus. Use the 
permanent marker to write the words: promised Messiah on TE 3-3. Today 
we learned Jesus is the promised Messiah. Let’s make an ornament 
for you to hang on your Christmas tree at home to remind you of 
the true reason for celebrating Christmas. Distribute a section from TE 
3-4, crayons, and scissors to the students. Allow time for them to color the 
ornament and cut it out. Use the single-hole punch to make a hole at the top 
of the ornament. Distribute a piece of ribbon to the students to thread through 
the hole.
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Jesus’ fulfillment Old Testament 
prophecy confirms the Bible is 
God’s Word, and is reliable and 
without error.

Items Needed:
• TE 3-3
•  TE 3-4 (one copy/four 

students)
• Cardstock
• Crayons
• Scissors
• Single-hole punch
• Thin ribbon
• Permanent marker

TE 3-4

TE 3-3



APPLY IT
Before class, place the treats in the gift-wrapped box. Display TE 3-5 and 
introduce the application verse to the 
students by reading it to them. Place 
special emphasis this week on the word 
sent. God gave us the gift of His 
Son, Jesus, when He sent Him to 
this earth. Obviously, the best gift 
God ever gave was His Son, Jesus. 
It is only through Jesus we can have 
forgiveness of our sins. However, it 
is not the only gift we receive from 
God. The Bible tells us about the 
many other gifts Jesus gives us. This 
includes the gifts of peace, love, 
eternal life, joy, guidance, forgiveness, answered prayers, and power 
through the Holy Spirit. The Scripture where these gifts are mentioned are 
in the sidebar. Arrange the students in a circle. Explain the first student will 
say the first word of the verse and pass the gift to the student sitting beside 
him or her. That student will say the second word of the verse and pass the 
gift. Continue on until the reference of the verse (1 John 4:9b) is said. The 
person who said the reference will open the box, and choose a treat. He or 
she will step out of the circle (but continue to say the verse) and the activity is 
repeated. Continue until all students have received a treat.

LIVE IT
A gift is not a gift if you have to earn it. If you earned it, it is called a 
reward. God’s best gift to us is Jesus! 
God made and kept His promise. 
We may not have deserved it, but 
He willingly gave it to us out of His 
amazing love for us. What can you do 
differently this Christmas to focus on 
Jesus, the best gift ever? Encourage 
response. What can we do to show God how much you value His 
gift? Encourage response. We should show Jesus how much we love 
Him. Read Mark 12:30 aloud. What are ways we can show Jesus our 
love? Encourage response. We can talk to Him, read His Word, share 
His love with others, and live our lives in ways that honor Him. We 
can serve Him by serving others. Have students refer to the Next Step 
section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step for this week is to celebrate 
God’s best gift, Jesus, by loving and serving Him. End class with prayer 
thanking God for giving us His Son, the promised Messiah.
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Items Needed:
• TE 3-5
•  Gift-wrapped box (with 

the lid wrapped sepa-
rately)

•  Treats (candy, pencils, 
Fruit Roll-Ups®, stick-
ers, etc.) Peace (John 14:27)

Love (Romans 8:39)

Eternal life (John 3:16)

Joy (John 15:11)

Guidance (Proverbs 3:6)

Forgiveness (1 John 1:9)

Answered prayers (Jeremiah 
33:3)

Power through the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 1:8)

Items Needed:
• Field Notes 3

TE 3-5

Field Notes 3



Follow Jesus’ Example

December 27, 2020 Lesson 4 Text: Matthew 3:1-17; 4:1-11

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the 
story of the Bible

This lesson is set near the 
beginning of Jesus’ public 
ministry when He set the 
example for us in being baptized 
and in overcoming temptation.

Lesson Objective:
Jesus set the example for us to be baptized and to use 
God’s Word to overcome temptation. Follow Jesus’ exam-
ple and live your life in ways that please Him.

Application Verse:
1 John 4:9b

Family Theme:
Jesus Is Our Example

Bible Basics:
What is the relationship among the three persons of the Trinity? They love one 
another (John 14:31; 17:26; Galatians 5:22). They are equal, though they have differ-
ent roles (Matthew 28:18-20).
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GET STARTED
Option 2

q Mousetrap

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 4-1

q TE 4-2

q TE 4-3

q Field Notes 4

q Pencils

APPLY IT
q TE 3-5

q TE 4-4

q Construction paper

q Crayons

q Scissors

q Glue sticks

LIVE IT

q TE 3-3

q Field Notes 4

q Permanent marker



GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Do a simple activity to introduce the idea of Jesus 
as our example. Ask the students to stand. Tell them 
they are to follow your example and do what you do. 
Start by doing one movement and then continue 

adding the others. Keep doing each one as you add others. For example:

• Raise your right arm up and down;

• While raising your right arm up and down, march in place;

•  While raising your right arm and marching in place, nod your head up and 
down;

•  While raising your right arm, marching in place, nodding your head up and 
down, laugh out loud.

After doing all of these, stop doing each one at a time, just like you started. 
Stop raising your right arm up and down; stop marching in place; stop 
nodding your head up and down; stop laughing. Then sit down.

What did you have to do to follow my example? Encourage response. 
The most important thing about following is doing what the leader 
does. Jesus is our leader and has given us a good example to follow. 
Today we’ll talk about some ways we can follow Jesus’ example.

Display the mousetrap. If you prefer to set it, then 
use a pencil 
to set it off 

during that part of discussion. Do any 
of you know what this is? Encourage 
response. It is a mousetrap and it is 
used to kill mice. Mice gnaw into 
materials and cause damage. They 
eat food and then contaminate it with urine and droppings. The mice, 
or the parasites they carry, can spread over 200 different diseases. 
In an effort to look for food, mice become easy prey to catch in a 
mousetrap. They become so focused on the cheese or peanut butter 
that is on the trap. Then . . . snap! It kills them.

This mousetrap reminds me of the devil’s tricks. We never see the 
end result of our sin. The devil only shows us the “cheese or peanut 
butter. ” In other words, he only shows us how the lie will help us 
(we will not get into trouble or hurt someone’s feelings). He never shows 
the trouble that comes when you are caught or what happens when 
your lies become a habit and no one trusts you anymore. He only 
shows that by cheating, you will make a good grade. He never shows 
the zero you get when caught or the punishment for cheating. All of 
the devil’s tricks are like a mousetrap because his end result is to 
destroy you. Remember that the next time you are tempted to sin. 
Ouch! It is a trap! In today’s Bible lesson, the devil set several traps 
for Jesus. Jesus overcame all the tricks of the devil. We’ll learn how 
we can follow Jesus’ example to keep from giving in to sin.
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Option 1

Option 2
Items Needed:
• Mousetrap

Take Note:
If you do not have a mousetrap 
(almost all children are familiar 
with them), you can still use 
this option, but just refer to 
it rather than show it. If you 
bring the mousetrap, consider 
bringing either a piece of cheese 
or some peanut butter for a 
demonstration.



STUDY THE WORD
Before class, copy Field Notes 4 so each student will have one. Today 
we are going to learn about two 
different events in Jesus’ life that 
give us examples to follow. The first 
is when Jesus was baptized and the 
other is a time when Satan appeared 
to Jesus and tempted Him to sin. 
Remember, sin is anything we think, 
say, or do that goes against God’s 
way. Distribute Field Notes 4 and colored 
pencils to the students. Instruct the younger students to draw a line between 
the different pictures as you talk about them. Have the older students number 
the sentences in the correct order of events.

Remember last week we learned Jesus was the promised Messiah? 
Display TE 4-1. Well God sent a man named John to tell others the 
promised One was coming. God wanted the people to know Jesus 
was really who He said He was. John the Baptist preached in the 
wilderness of Judea. People came from all around the area to see 
and hear him. John told the people to repent of their sin and turn to 
God. When they would, he would baptize them with water. But John 
also told the people Jesus would baptize them with the Holy Spirit, 
meaning Jesus would save them and send His Holy Spirit to be with 
them. John told the people Jesus was coming soon, and Jesus was 
more powerful than him.

Display TE 4-2. One day, Jesus came to John the Baptist at the Jordan 
River. Jesus told John that He wanted him to baptize Him. Did Jesus 
have any sin to confess? Encourage response. No, He didn’t. The Bible 
tells us John did not feel worthy to baptize Jesus. That means he felt 
like he wasn’t important or good enough to baptize Jesus. But Jesus 
told him this was part of God’s plan. Jesus wanted to show all the 
people it was important for them to be baptized—to show others 
publicly that they had chosen to follow Him. God told John that the 
Holy Spirit would come down in the form of a dove and rest on Jesus 
when he baptized Him, and that’s exactly what happened. As Jesus 
was coming out of the water, the heavens opened and the Spirit of 
God came down upon Jesus. God said, “This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased. ”

After Jesus’ baptism, the Holy Spirit led Him into the wilderness 
for 40 days where He was tempted by the devil three times. During 
that time, Jesus fasted, which means He did not eat any food so He 
could focus on praying. Display TE 4-3 and point to the different pictures 
as you teach about the devil tempting Jesus. The first time the devil came 
to Jesus, he said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to 
turn into bread. ” Do you think Jesus was hungry? The Bible says in 
Matthew 4:2 He was hungry. Jesus was God the Son, but He was also 
a man with a body like ours. He got tired, hungry, and thirsty just like 
we do. Jesus may have wanted to eat some bread, but He did not 
give in to the devil’s temptation. So Jesus said, “It is written that man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God. ” Jesus was 
saying we shouldn’t just care about eating actual food—we need to 
feed our minds with God’s Word.
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Items Needed:
• TE 4-1–TE 4-3
• Field Notes 4
• Pencils

TE 4-1

FN 4 (Y) FN 4 (O)

TE 4-2

TE 4-3



The second time the devil took Jesus up onto a high mountain and 
showed Him all the kingdoms of the world. The devil told Jesus he 
would give Him a lot of power and glory if Jesus would worship him. 
Jesus told the devil to get behind Him. He told the devil it is not okay 
to worship anyone but God. One day, Jesus will be the ruler over 
all the kingdoms of the world. But it will be God who will make it 
happen, not the devil.

The Bible tells us the devil tried a third way to tempt Jesus—this 
time with a challenge. Jesus was standing on the highest point of 
the temple in Jerusalem. The devil said if Jesus was truly the Son of 
God, He should jump off the building and let the angels catch Him 
because surely they would not allow Him to be hurt. This time the 
devil even quoted Scripture to Jesus telling Him that Psalm 91:11-
12 says God will command His angels to protect His people. Do you 
think Jesus fell for Satan’s dare? Encourage response. Jesus quoted 
Deuteronomy 6:16 from the Old Testament and told the devil you 
shouldn’t test God. That means we should not do things just to see if 
God will come through for us.

Satan tempted Jesus three times, and each time Jesus gave us the 
example of what to do when we are tempted. Turn to God’s Word 
and use it to defeat the devil’s attempts to get us to sin. We should 
follow Jesus’ example in baptism and in overcoming temptations.

Allow time for the younger students to color the letters in the center of their 
Field Notes. Have the older students find the words in the word search on 
their Field Notes.

DIG DEEPER
John the Baptist was chosen for a very special job. Isaiah, one of 
God’s prophets, wrote 700 years earlier about a man who would 
come shouting with his voice in the wilderness, “Prepare the way 
for the Lord’s coming!” This man was John the Baptist. He told the 
people Jesus was the One sent from God. Jesus gave us the example 
of baptism for us to follow. Just as Jesus died, was buried, and rose 
from the dead, baptism symbolizes our death to sin, our burial of 
that old way of life, and our resurrection into a new life with Jesus.

Even though Jesus was God, He was also human and tempted to sin 
just as we are, but He never gave into those temptations (Hebrews 
4:15). Jesus showed us the importance of knowing what God’s Word 
says. He quoted Scripture He had memorized to help fight against 
the devil’s temptation. God’s Word is a valuable tool in overcoming 
temptation.
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

God the Father confirmed 
Jesus is His Son. Jesus is the 
sovereign Lord of all.



APPLY IT
Before class, copy TE 4-4 so each student will have one. Was Jesus the only 
one who knew what God’s Word said? 
Encourage response. No, the devil also 
quoted God’s Word, but twisted the 
words to try to get Jesus to sin. The 
devil will misuse God’s Word to try to 
get you to sin and take shortcuts to 
God’s plan. He wants us to follow his 
way instead of God’s way. Temptation 
is not sin, but it becomes sin when 
we give in to that temptation. We are 
not strong enough to fight temptation 
on our own; we need God’s Word. 
Learning God’s Word will help us 
know the right thing to do and give us the strength to say no to sin. 
Display TE 3-5 and review the application verse with the students by reading 
it with them. God is sinless, but we are not. Does God love us even 
though we sin? Yes! He still loves us and wants to have a relationship 
with us (Romans 5:8), but our sin keeps us from being close to God. 
When Jesus died on the cross, He made a way for us to have our 
sin forgiven. When we accept what Jesus did for us, we can have an 
eternal relationship with Him not only on earth, but also in Heaven. 
When we make that decision, we should follow Jesus’ example and be 
baptized so others know and can celebrate your decision.

Distribute TE 4-4, crayons, and scissors to the students. Allow time for 
them to decorate the banner and cut out. Distribute a piece of construction 
paper and glue sticks to the students and have them glue the banner to the 
construction paper. Encourage the students to hang it up somewhere they 
will see it often.

LIVE IT
Display TE 3-3. Use the permanent marker to write the word example on 
TE 3-3. Today we learned Jesus is 
our example. When Jesus came to 
earth, He willingly followed God’s 
plan to save us so our sin could be 
forgiven and we could have eternal 
life in Heaven. God has a plan for 
us too, but the devil doesn’t want us 
to follow that plan. The Bible tells 
us the devil is a liar and roams the 
earth like a roaring lion. The best way to defeat the devil is to use 
God’s Word against him. When you are tempted to sin, follow Jesus’ 
example. Find a Bible verse and memorize it. When you face that 
temptation again, say the verse and be ready to win over sin.

Have students refer to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next 
Step is to follow Jesus’ example and live your life in ways that please 
Him. End class by praying that your students will choose to follow Jesus if 
they have not already chosen to and they will learn what God’s Word says 
and use it to fight against temptation.
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Items Needed:
• TE 3-5
• TE 4-4
• Construction paper
• Crayons
• Scissors
• Glue sticks

Items Needed:
• TE 3-3
• Field Notes 4
• Permanent marker

Field Notes 4

TE 4-4

TE 3-5

TE 3-3



What’s Your Attitude?
January 3, 2021 Lesson 5 Text: Matthew 5:1-48

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story 
of the Bible

This lesson is set early in the ministry of 
Christ when he taught a large crowd, 
giving clarity to the meaning of the Law 
that had been given to God’s chosen 
people in the Old Testament.

Lesson Objective:
Jesus taught how to have a new way of life by sharing 
attitudes (called beatitudes) to adopt. Live out the 
beatitudes in your life so you can be the salt and light 
of the world.

Application Verse:
Luke 6:35-36

Family Theme:
Jesus Teaches a New Way of Living

GET STARTED
Option 2

q Balloons

q Target

q Permanent marker

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 5-1

q Field Notes 5

q Pencils

APPLY IT
q TE 5-2

q Salt

q Flashlight

q Baskets

q Beanbag

q Masking tape

LIVE IT
q TE 3-3

q Field Notes 5

q Permanent marker

Bible Basics:
What is Hell? Hell is a place of separation from God, where those who practice sin and 
reject Jesus suffer eternal and terrible punishment (Mark 9:43-48; Revelation 21:8).
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GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Have the students get in pairs or form two lines 
facing each other. Explain that you are going to say 
an attitude and they are to make a facial expression 
for that attitude. Suggestions for attitudes include 

happy, grouchy, worried, peaceful, angry, pouty, excited, and disappointed.

What is your attitude most days? Encourage response. Have you ever 
seen someone’s facial expression and had a pretty good idea of his 
or her attitude or how he or she is feeling? Encourage response. Many 
times our attitude is expressed through our faces and body motions. 
Today we will learn about some attitudes that Jesus taught were 
important. As part of God’s family, we should reflect them.

To begin this activity, give each student one balloon. 
Place the 
target in your 

designated safe area of the classroom. 
Instruct students to blow up their balloon 
(see sidebar), and use the permanent 
marker to write the students’ initials on 
their balloons. Tell the students when you 
say for them to do so they are to let the 
air out of their balloons. The student’s 
balloon that lands closest to the target 
wins. A balloon with the air let out goes 
everywhere; it is uncontrollable. Allow the 
students to try several times to see who 
can get the closest to the target. (If your group is large, you may need some 
post-it notes to mark where the closest balloons land.)

It was impossible to control where your balloon went. Just like the 
balloon, there are a lot of things in life we can’t control. But Jesus 
helps us learn how to control our attitudes.

STUDY THE WORD
Before class, copy Field Notes 5 so each student will have one. Also, cut 
apart the strips from TE 5-1. Display 
the strips from TE 5-1 with the green 
background on the left side and the ones 
with a yellow background on the right to 
form two columns. Distribute Field Notes 
5 and colored pencils to the students. 
Have the younger students color the 
corresponding petal as you talk about 
each beatitude. Have the older students 
draw a line from the bee to the correct beehive you talk about the different 
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Option 1

Option 2
Items Needed:
•  Balloons (one per 

student)
•  Target (piece of paper 

or cardboard, empty 
bucket or trashcan, 
etc.)

• Permanent marker

Consider bringing a small pump 
for any student who physically 
cannot blow up a balloon.

Items Needed:
• TE 5-1
• Field Notes 5
• Pencils The Sermon on the Mount serves 

as a bridge from the Law to 
the gospel. Jesus explained the 
attitudes that God wants us to 
live out and the reasoning why 
we should be different from the 
world.

TE 5-1

FN 5 (Y) FN 5 (O)



beatitudes. Jesus taught His disciples and those who came to hear 
Him how to live as true followers of God. Today we are going to 
learn what Jesus taught the people in His Sermon on the Mount. 
Jesus taught the people how to have a new way of life. He shared 
with the people eight different attitudes that we, as believers, should 
demonstrate in our lives. They are called the beatitudes and they all 
begin with the word blessed. Do any of you know what it means to 
be blessed? Encourage response. Being blessed means we have God’s 
approval and the joy that comes from living in ways that please 
Him. Listen closely how each attitude brings a reward as a result of 
demonstrating that attitude in your life.

Read Matthew 5:3 and display the strips from TE 5-1 that have the matching 
attitude and blessing. The phrase poor in spirit is a little hard to 
understand and one we don’t use often. Being poor in spirit is not 
about money or material things, but rather our attitude when we 
understand we are not enough and we need God. The blessing that 
comes as a result of this attitude is we have a friendship with God 
and will live forever with Him in Heaven.

Read Matthew 5:4 and display the strips that have the matching attitude and 
blessing. Do any of you know what it means to mourn? Encourage 
response. It means to be sad. Our sin separates us from God, and that 
makes Him sad. The blessing is that we receive God’s forgiveness 
and comfort when we are sorry for and turn away from our sin.

Read Matthew 5:5 and display the strips that have the matching attitude 
and blessing. Jesus wants us to have a meek or humble attitude. The 
opposite of meek is pride. It’s not the pride in doing your best, but 
the type of pride when you put yourself first or think you can do 
something without God. The Bible tells us God resists the proud and 
rewards the humble (James 4:6). God wants His people to think of 
others—to care, to help, and to serve others.

Read Matthew 5:6 and display the strips that have the matching attitude and 
blessing. Jesus wants us to be a person of integrity. Do any of you 
know what that is? Encourage response. Integrity is doing what is right 
even when no one is watching. If you are a person who chooses to 
do the right thing, God will fill you with good things.

Read Matthew 5:7 and display the matching attitude and blessing. Jesus 
wants us to have the attitude of mercy. Giving mercy is like throwing 
a boomerang—it usually comes back to you. The blessing for having 
a merciful attitude is that we are shown mercy when we need it.

Read Matthew 5:8 and display the matching attitude and blessing. To be 
pure in heart means to be true to God—not polluted with sin. No 
human can be completely pure of sin, but Jesus’ blood cleanses our 
sin. The blessing for this attitude is eternal life in Heaven.

Read Matthew 5:9 and display the matching attitude and blessing. Jesus 
wants us to get along with others and live peacefully together. The 
blessing for being a peacemaker is he or she is a child of God.

Read Matthew 5:10 and display the matching attitude and blessing. This last 
attitude is a hard one to maintain. We are to be glad when we go 
through hard times because of our faith. The reward for this attitude 
will be given in Heaven.
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Being poor in spirit means 
understanding we cannot save 
ourselves. We need a Savior.

Take Note:
Poor in Spirit→ Kingdom of 

Heaven

Those who mourn→Comfort

The meek→Inherit the earth

Those who
hunger and thirst 
for righteousness→Be filled

Merciful→Be shown mercy

Pure in heart→See God

Peacemakers→�Called sons 
and daughers 
of God

Those who are→Reward in 
persecuted for Heaven
righteousness’
sake



DIG DEEPER
Jesus told His disciples and the people that He didn’t come to 
destroy the Law (the Ten Commandments), but rather fulfill it. He 
wanted the people to go beyond just following the rules (Law). Jesus 
didn’t just look at the people’s outward actions, but He focused on 
what was hidden in their hearts and minds. Listen to a few of His 
points to the people.

The sixth commandment tells us not to murder, but Jesus said 
that hating or being angry with someone for no reason was sin. 
Our thoughts control our actions—wrong thoughts lead to wrong 
actions. Jesus gave another example. When someone hurts you or 
does something wrong against you, what is your reaction? Encourage 
response. Jesus said instead of getting back at that person, we should 
go the extra mile for him or her.

The Law said the people were to love their neighbors. Jesus said for 
us to not only love our neighbors, but to also love our enemies.

Jesus wasn’t saying these commandments were unimportant, but 
rather for believers to go above and beyond what the Law said. As 
His followers, we are to be different from the world so others can 
see the one, true God living in us.

APPLY IT
Before class, place a basket against a wall and mark a throwing line with 
the masking tape. In Matthew 5:13-16, 
Jesus tells His followers they are to 
be different from the world. Display 
the salt. Jesus says we are to be the 
salt of the earth. Salt adds flavor and 
is used as a preservative. But when 
it loses its flavor, it’s worthless. Turn 
on the flashlight. Then Jesus said we 
are to be the light of the world. Why 
is it good to have light? Encourage 
response. How useful would it be if 
we turned on a flashlight and then 
placed a basket over it? Encourage 
response. How good is it if we say we are a follower of Jesus, but 
no one can see the difference He has made in our lives? Encourage 
response. Our words and actions should show others who Jesus is 
and how He has changed our hearts. Display TE 5-2 and introduce the 
application verse by reading it to the students. We can be salt and light 
when we love our enemies, do good, and demonstrate mercy to 
others. Have the students say the application verse with you several times, 
and then line the students behind the throwing line. The first student will toss 
the beanbag and say the first word of the application verse. He or she will 
retrieve the beanbag, give it to the next person in line, and move to the end of 
the line. The next student will repeat the activity, but say the second word of 
the application verse. Continue until all of the words of the verse have been 
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Items Needed:
• TE 5-2
• Salt
• Flashlight
• Baskets
• Beanbag
• Masking tape

TE 5-2



said, including the reference. If you have a large class, consider having two 
baskets and beanbags and divide the students into two groups.

LIVE IT
Display TE 3-3. Use the permanent marker to write the word attitude on TE 
3-3. Today we learned Jesus wants 
us to have the right attitude. How 
is our attitude connected to our 
relationship with Jesus? Encourage 
response. As we grow closer to Him, 
we are to reflect His characteristics 
in our own lives. How can a good 
attitude affect what non-believers 
think about our faith? Encourage 
response. How can a bad attitude affect it? Encourage response. God 
wants the people who belong to Him to live differently. One of the 
first steps to having a better attitude is to recognize when we have a 
bad one.

Have students refer to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next 
Step is to live out the beatitudes in your life so you can be the salt 
and light in the world. End class by praying your students and you will 
demonstrate an attitude that reflects the character of who Jesus is.

Take Note:
Go to www.D6teacher.com to download the application verses by 
translations. Copy the page and send home with the students. Coloring 
pages and puzzles of the verses are also available on the website.
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Items Needed:
• TE 3-3
• Field Notes 5
• Permanent marker

TE 3-3

Field Notes 5



Who Is Your Neighbor?

January 10, 2021 Lesson 6 Text: Luke 10:25-37

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story 
of the Bible

This lesson is set during the ministry 
of Jesus, the Messiah promised in the 
Old Testament. It demonstrates how 
His teaching on loving others affirms 
and strengthens the teaching of the 
Old Testament on this subject.

Lesson Objective:
We are to show God’s love to everyone by show-
ing him or her mercy, love, and compassion. We 
are to put love, mercy, and compassion into action.

Application Verse:
Luke 6:35-36

Family Theme:
Love Your Neighbor

Bible Basics:
Review 2 Timothy 3:16 with the students.
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q Paper

q Crayons

Option 2

q Funnel

q Rocks

q Salt

q Container

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 6-1

q TE 6-2

q TE 6-3

q TE 6-4

q TE 6-5

q TE 6-6

q TE 6-7

DIG DEEPER
q TE 6-8

q Cardstock

q Crayons

q Scissors

q Magnet strips

q Glue

APPLY IT
q TE 5-2

q TE 6-9

LIVE IT
q TE 3-3

q Field Notes 6

q Colored pencils

q Permanent marker



GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Before class, cut the paper in half, so each student 
will have one. 
Distribute half a 
sheet of paper 

and crayons to each student. Instruct the 
students to draw a picture of their favorite 
super hero, and then share their pictures 
with the class. What does a superhero 
do? Encourage response. Who does a 
superhero help? Encourage response. Superheroes help others. Did 
you know that helping others is called “being their neighbor”? We 
can be superheroes too. Today we are going to learn about a man 
who needed help, and who was the hero and helped him. We will 
also learn who exactly is our neighbor.

Display the funnel and explain how it represents 
Christians. 
Jesus’ love 
should flow 

easily through us. Display the salt 
and pour some through the funnel 
into the container. Others should 
see His love through our words and 
actions. Unfortunately, Christians do 
not always do this. Display the rocks. 
Sometimes we don’t care because 
we think the person deserves the 
trouble he or she is in. Place a rock in 
the funnel. Sometimes we don’t like 
the person, so we don’t want to help 
him or her. Place another rock in the 
funnel. Sometimes we just don’t want 
to take the time to help another person. Place another rock in the funnel. 
Demonstrate what happens when you try to pour the salt through the funnel. 
All of these things stopped up the funnel. All of these reasons kept 
us from showing Jesus’ love to others. In today’s Bible lesson, we 
will learn about a man who needed help, and discover who showed 
love and compassion to him.

STUDY THE WORD
These next two weeks we are going to hear parables Jesus used to 
teach the people how to live a new 
and different life—one that reflects a 
person who wants to live like Jesus 
did.

In our lesson from the Bible for 
today, a man who studied the 
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Items Needed:
• Paper
• Crayons

Items Needed:
• Funnel
•  Rocks (or other large 

items to block the 
funnel hole)

•  Salt (or other solid 
item that would flow 
easily through tunnel 
(e.g., rice, sand, beans)

• Container

Items Needed:
• TE 6-1—TE 6-7

Option 1

Option 2



Old Testament and knew a lot about it came to Jesus and asked 
a question. Read Luke 10:26-28 to the students. What was Jesus’ 
response to the man’s question? Encourage response. The man then 
asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus answered with a parable 
to help the man understand whom he was to love. Do any of you 
know what a parable is? Encourage response. A parable is a story 
about something people can easily relate to, but that has a spiritual 
meaning. Listen as we study this parable to discover who is our 
neighbor.

Display TE 6-1. A Jewish man was taking a trip from Jerusalem to 
Jericho. This was a dangerous road, and there were thieves ready 
and waiting for travelers to pass by. Display TE 6-2. As the man 
traveled, the thieves attacked him, robbed him, and beat him up. The 
thieves left him bleeding and almost dead on the road.

A little while later, a priest, who worked at the Temple, came walking 
by. Do you think the priest stopped to help the hurt traveler? 
Encourage response. Display TE 6-3. The priest did not stop to help. 
Instead he just walked by without stopping. Display TE 6-4. The man 
grew weaker, but he had a little hope when he heard someone else 
coming down the road. This person was a Levite. Say Levite with me. 
Encourage response. A Levite is a man who helped the priests at the 
Temple. Do you think the Levite stopped to help the hurt traveler? 
Encourage response. The Levite did not stop to help either. He also 
walked by, just like the priest did.

The man knew he was hurt too badly to even stand up by himself. 
There was no way he could walk to Jericho and get the help he 
needed. Just then, the hurt man heard another person coming 
toward him. This person was a Samaritan, a group of people 
from the country of Samaria. The Jewish people did not like the 
Samaritans. Since these two nations did not get along, do you think 
the Samaritan would stop to help the hurt Jewish man? Encourage 
response. Display TE 6-5. The Samaritan did stop. He got off of his 
donkey and helped the Jewish man because he felt compassion for 
him. Do any of you know what compassion is? Encourage response. 
Compassion is a desire to help someone in need. The Samaritan 
was sorry that someone had treated the Jewish man so badly. The 
Samaritan didn’t care that the hurt man was Jewish. He cleaned the 
hurt man’s wounds, poured oil on the wounds to help them heal, and 
put bandages on the wounds to keep them clean. Display TE 6-6. Then 
the Samaritan put the Jewish man on his donkey and started down 
the road.

Display TE 6-7. When they came to the nearest inn, he stopped 
and rented a room for the wounded man. The next morning, the 
Samaritan had to leave, but he paid the innkeeper money to help the 
man. The Samaritan man promised he would pay him more money if 
what he gave him were not enough.

After the parable, Jesus turned to the man and asked which of 
the three men was a neighbor to the hurt traveler. What do you 
think the man said? Encourage response. Read Luke 10:37 to the 
students. The Samaritan was the neighbor because he showed love, 
compassion, and mercy to the traveler. Then Jesus told the man that 
he should show mercy to others. Jesus wants us to also show love, 
compassion, and mercy to others, even our enemies.
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TE 6-1

TE 6-2

TE 6-3

TE 6-4

TE 6-5

TE 6-6

TE 6-7



DIG DEEPER
Before class, copy TE 6-8 for each student. Also, cut the magnet strips into 
1” sections so each student will have 
one. The Samaritan man was not only 
a complete stranger to the person 
who needed help, but he was also 
considered an enemy to the Jewish 
nation. Samaritans were people 
who were half-Jew and half-Gentile 
(non-Jews). When the Israelites came 
into the Promised Land, they were 
instructed to only marry Jews. Some 
of the Israelites, however, married 
the Gentiles. Their children became 
known as the Samaritans. Jesus 
knew the Jewish people did not like the Samaritan people and 
treated them badly, which is why He used a Samaritan in the parable. 
He is telling us we are to show mercy to others, even to the people 
we don’t like or who don’t look like we do.

Distribute TE 6-8, crayons, and scissors to the students. Allow time for them 
to color the picture and then cut out the circle. Distribute glue and a strip of 
magnet to the students. Show them how to glue the magnet to the back of 
the circle and set aside to dry. Encourage the students to hang their craft on 
their refrigerator to remind them of the lesson.

APPLY IT
Before class, cut apart the cards from TE 6-9, and mix them up. It can be 
hard to be nice to people we do not 
know, but it can be even harder to 
be nice to those who we don’t like 
or are not nice to us. In the very 
beginning of the lesson, Jesus was 
asked a question by a man who 
knew a lot about the Law. But Jesus 
told the man to love God with all his 
heart, soul, mind, and strength, and to love his neighbor as himself. 
Jesus’ command is for us too. Who did Jesus say was our neighbor? 
Encourage response. Our neighbor is everyone! Display TE 5-2 and 
review the application verse with the students by saying it together. Loving 
our neighbors is how we can show them the love and mercy that was 
extended to us through Jesus. Place the pieces from TE 6-9 face up so 
the students can see them. Choose a student to find the card with the first 
set of words and move it to the beginning. Choose another student to find 
the card with the second set of words and move it to the right of the first 
card. Continue until all of the words are in the correct order. Say the verse 
together. If you have a large class, divide the students into two groups, mix up 
the cards again, and repeat the activity. Another option is to go back and forth 
between the groups to choose the card with the next set of words.

34

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

We are to love the people around 
us because God loves them. 
Every person is a special 
creation of God with an 
eternal soul.Items Needed:

• TE 6-8
• Cardstock
• Crayons
• Scissors
• Magnet strips
• Glue

Take Note:
Some magnet strips already have 
a sticky back that you peel off. If 
the ones you bring do, the glue is 
not necessary.

TE 6-8

Items Needed:
• TE 5-2
• TE 6-9

TE 5-2

TE 6-9



LIVE IT
Before class, copy Field Notes 6 so each student will have one. Distribute 
Field Notes 6 and crayons to the 
students. Display TE 3-3 and use the 
permanent marker to write the word love 
on it. Today we learned Jesus wants 
us to show love to others. What 
are some ways we can show love 
to other people? Encourage response 
and write the students’ answers on the 
whiteboard. If the students are hesitant, 
offer suggestions such as helping the 
people who clean the church by making 
sure all of the trash is in the trashcan, holding the door for another person, 
or writing a thank-you note to someone who has helped you. Sometimes it 
does not take much time or effort to show others the love of Christ, 
especially to people we like. But how can we show Jesus’ love 
through our words and actions to someone we don’t like? Encourage 
response. This may be even harder for the students to think about. If needed, 
offer suggestions such as not responding in an unkind way to their actions, 
giving the person a simple smile, loaning the person a pencil or piece of 
paper, and praying for him or her. It’s hard to show this type of love to 
those we don’t really like. But just like the Samaritan did not let his 
feelings affect how far he would go to help the injured stranger, we 
need to have that same attitude. Distribute Field Notes 6 and crayons 
to the students. Have both age groups color the pictures. Encourage them 
to display their Field Notes somewhere in their home where it will serve 
as a reminder for them to show love and mercy to everyone around them. 
Have students refer to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your 
Next Step is to put love, mercy, and compassion into action. Look 
for opportunities throughout the week to show the love of Jesus to 
others around you. End class by asking Jesus to give your students the 
courage to show love to those around them.
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Items Needed:
• TE 3-3
• Field Notes 6
• Colored pencils
• Permanent marker TE 3-3

Field Notes 6

Field Notes 6

Are you on Facebook? Join the D6 Curriculum 
Teachers group, a place of community for you to share 
stories, ask questions, get advice, and engage in con-
versations with other D6 curriculum teachers.



Lost and Found

January 17, 2021 Lesson 7 Text: Luke 15:1-32

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the 
story of the Bible

This lesson is set during the life of 
Christ on earth and demonstrates 
God’s desire that all sinners turn to 
Him for salvation. This was why God 
planned before Creation to send 
His Son to die on the cross and 
prepared for it all through the Old 
Testament.

Lesson Objective:
God seeks the lost and celebrates their return. Thanks 
God for seeking the lost and pray for someone who 
needs to be found.

Application Verse:
Luke 6:35-36

Family Theme:
Seek the Lost

GET STARTED
Option 1

q Things that get lost

q Tray

Option 2

q Small goodies

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 7-1

q TE 7-2

q TE 7-3

q TE 7-4

q TE 7-5

APPLY IT
q TE 33

q TE 5-2

q TE 6-9

q Permanent marker

LIVE IT
q TE 7-6

q Field Notes 7

q Pencils

Bible Basics:
What does it mean to repent? To repent of sin is to turn away from it (Ezekiel 18:30).
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GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Put all of the items on a tray. What do all these 
have in 
common? 

Encourage response. Share with the 
students that all of these are lost items. 
Have any of you ever lost something 
that was special to you? Encourage 
response. Did you keep looking until 
you found it? Encourage response. 
How did you feel when you found 
it? Encourage response. Today, we 
are going to learn about things and 
people who were lost and what 
happened after they were found.

Before class, hide the different items around the 
room. Be sure 
you have one for 

each student. Play a game of “I Spy” with 
the students, but explain that each student 
can only find one item. Continue until all 
of the items have been found. That was 
fun finding all of those treats. Have 
any of you ever lost something? 
Encourage response. Today we are 
going to learn about someone who was lost and what happened 
when he was found.

STUDY THE WORD
Last week we learned a man asked Jesus a question about loving 
his neighbor. The man wanted to 
know exactly who was his neighbor. 
Jesus shared a parable with the 
man to answer his question. We 
learned through the parable of the 
Good Samaritan that everyone is 
our neighbor and we are to love 
our neighbor. This week, we are going what Jesus had to say about 
seeking the lost.

Display TE 7-1. Jesus was speaking to a crowd of people, and some 
tax collectors and sinners started coming closer to hear to words of 
Jesus. The religious leaders, known as the Pharisees and scribes, 
saw Jesus talking with the people, and the religious leaders began to 
complain. Jesus knew what they were thinking, so He told them three 
parables about things that were lost and the celebration that took 
place after they were found. Do any of you remember what a parable 
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Option 1
Items Needed:
•  Things that get lost 

(one sock, missing 
piece of a toy, board 
game pieces, puzzle 
piece, etc.)

• Tray

Option 1
Items Needed:
•  Small goodies (stick-

ers, pieces of candy, 
fun pencils, etc.)

Items Needed:
• TE 7-1—TE 7-5

TE 7-1



is? Encourage response. A parable is a story about something people 
can easily relate to, but that has a spiritual meaning.

The first parable involved a lost sheep. Display TE 7-2 and point to the 
different pictures. Jesus asked if a man had one sheep and one became 
lost, would he leave the 99 to go look for that one lost sheep? When 
the sheep was found, the man would joyfully carry it home. He would 
then call his friends and neighbors to celebrate with him. In the same 
way, there is joy in Heaven when one sinner repents.

Display TE 7-3 and point to the different pictures. Next, Jesus shared 
the parable of a woman who had ten silver coins, but lost one. She 
searched her house until she found it. She then called her friends 
and neighbors to celebrate with her. In the same way, there is joy in 
Heaven when one sinner repents.

Finally, Jesus told a parable about a father who had two sons. Display 
TE 7-4 and point to the different pictures. The younger son came to the 
father and asked to have his part of his inheritance. Say inheritance 
with me. An inheritance is the money or things you receive from 
someone when he or she dies. Parents usually leave their children an 
inheritance. This means all the things that belonged to the parents 
now belong to their children. So the father divided the money and 
gave the younger son his part.

The son left his home and went far away into another country. While 
there, he spent his money foolishly until one day he realized it was 
all gone. What made matters worse is there was a famine where he 
was living. A famine is a time when there isn’t much food. The son 
had no money for food, so he got a job taking care of pigs. The Bible 
says he was so hungry he would have eaten the pigs’ food.

The son understood how foolish he had been. He also realized his 
father had servants who had plenty to eat while he had nothing. He 
was sorry he had ever left home. He decided to return home and ask 
his father for forgiveness. He would ask his father if he could work 
for him as one of his servants. He repented of his wrong ways, and 
went home.

Display TE 7-5. Before the son arrived to his father’s house, his father 
saw him. He ran to him and hugged and kissed him. He was so 
glad to see him. The son confessed, “Father, I have sinned against 
Heaven and against you. I am not even worthy to be called your son. 
Please make me one of your servants. ”

The father interrupted him and called for the servants. “Bring the 
best robe we have and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and 
shoes on his feet. Kill the calf we have been fattening up and let’s 
celebrate. My son who was lost is now found. ” The father accepted 
him back into the family.

Were you surprised at his reaction? Why do you think the father 
forgave his son even though he didn’t deserve it? Encourage response. 
The father loved his son. Did the son get what he deserved? 
Encourage response. No, he was shown mercy. Just like the younger 
son in the parable, we make bad decisions we are sorry for. 
Sometimes we mess up so badly we feel like we do not deserve 
forgiveness, but our Heavenly Father always forgive us. Forgiveness 
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TE 7-2

TE 7-3

TE 7-4

TE 7-5

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Going our own way eventually 
leads to emptiness and 
brokenness. Sin does not 
satisfy, but brings death and 
destruction.



is not something that is easy to do. It is something that takes a lot 
of prayer and help from Jesus to be able to do. But Jesus always 
searches for the lost and and celebrates as He welcomes them back 
into His family when they return.

DIG DEEPER
Scribes were men who studied, transcribed, and wrote about the 
Law. They would often copy and recopy the Old Testament, counting 
letters and spaces to ensure accuracy. Over time, they began 
adding many man-made rules to what God had said and they placed 
importance and obedience to those rules over the ones God had 
given. Their actions and their pride did not please God.

The Pharisees were the religious leaders who knew the Old 
Testament Law and enforced obedience to it. They considered 
themselves above others in keeping the Law and they too were full 
of sinful pride. They wore scrolls of paper with paragraphs of the Law 
on their wrists or arms for others to see. Neither group would dare 
be seen with people who were considered sinners. They often looked 
for ways to “trap” Jesus in His teaching because they considered 
themselves better and more knowledgeable than Him. Jesus wanted 
to help the people, especially the scribes and Pharisees, understand 
God’s great love for everyone, including sinners.

APPLY IT
Before class, mix up the cards from TE 6-9. Display TE 3-3 and use the 
permanent marker to write the words 
lost and found in the blanks. Just like 
the people in the parables we read 
in Luke, Jesus seeks the lost and 
Jesus rejoices when the lost are 
found. When we are lost and in 
our sin, Jesus doesn’t run from us. 
Unlike the scribes and Pharisees, He 
isn’t ashamed to be seen with us. 
He looks for us. Who are some lost 
people that you tend to see through 
the lens of the scribes and Pharisees? Encourage response. How can 
you change your view so you see lost people as Jesus sees them? 
Encourage response. God’s Word says we are all sinners, but only 
because of what Jesus did for us are we made righteous. If Jesus 
sees them as valuable, shouldn’t we as well?

Display TE 5-2 and review the application verse with the students by reading 
it together. Jesus shows us mercy by forgiving our sins even though 
we don’t deserve His forgiveness. He calls us to Him so that He can 
forgive us. Sin breaks our friendship with God, but Jesus can repair 
that friendship. Jesus wants all of us to spend eternity with Him in 
Heaven.

Place the cards from TE 6-9 on a table. Divide the students into small groups. 
Allow the first group to put the cards in the correct order of the verse. Have 
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Items Needed:
• TE 3-3
• TE 5-2
• TE 6-9
• Permanent marker

TE 6-9

TE 5-2

TE 3-3



the other groups say the words of the verse together. Mix the cards and 
repeat the activity with the second group putting the words of the verse in the 
correct order and the other groups saying the words of the verse. Repeat the 
activity until all the groups have had a turn putting the words in the correct 
order. End the activity with the students saying the application verse together.

LIVE IT
Before class, copy Field Notes 7 so each student will have one. Even in 
our sin, Jesus shows us kindness 
and mercy. What we do about our 
sin makes the difference in our 
relationship with God. Distribute 
Field Notes 7 and colored pencils to the 
students. Have the younger students to 
color the words as you talk about the 
ABCs to restoration with God. Have the 
older students use the code to fill in the 
blanks as you talk about the ABCs to restoration with God. Display TE 7-6. 
These are the ABCs to restoration with God. A stands for admit. 
I must admit I have sinned and tell God (1 John 1:9). B stands for 
believe. I must believe God has forgiven me (Psalm 103:12). C stands 
for change. I must change my ways to show God I really meant it 
(Acts 3:19). Our sin separates us from God. But Jesus came to earth 
and died on the cross so we could have our sin forgiven. By believing 
in what Jesus did, our relationship with God is restored. Just as the 
different people celebrated when they found the things that were 
lost, God celebrates when His lost are found. Have the students turn to 
the Next Step on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to thank God for 
seeking the lost and pray for someone who needs to be found.
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Items Needed:
• TE 7-6
• Field Notes 7
• Pencils

FN 7 (Y) FN 7 (O)

Field Notes 7

TE 7-6

Take Note:
Splink is a simple way to link your family together spiritually. Through FREE 
weekly emails packed with ideas, Splink helps you and your family engage in 
conversation. Whether it’s making memories or having fun together, Splink 
allows you to capture those teachable moments to impress spiritual truths 
and life lessons on your kids. No matter where you are, there’s always time to 
Splink!

Sign up for Splink at D6family.com/Splink.



God’s Covenant 
With Abraham

January 24, 2021 Lesson 8 Text: Genesis 12:1-9; 15:1-6

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story 
of the Bible

This lesson is set a few hundred years after 
the events of the Tower of Babel. It begins 
Abraham’s time as God commanded him to go 
to the land God would show him and promised 
to make his descendants into a great nation 
through which God would bless all the earth.

Lesson Objective:
God promised Abraham that all the families of the 
earth would be blessed through him. Trust God to 
always keep His promises to us.

Application Verse:
Titus 1:2

Family Theme:
God Promises Blessings

Bible Basics:
Review Luke 6:35-36 with the students.
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q Shoebox with a lid

q Books to fit inside the shoebox

Option 2

q Sheets or large blankets

q Clothespins

q Clothesline

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 8-1

q TE 8-2

q TE 8-3

DIG DEEPER
q TE 8-4

q Field Notes 8

q Colored pencils

q Bible

APPLY IT
q TE 8-5

q One new tennis ball

q Sharp, serrated knife

q Permanent black marker

q Pencil

q Small treats

LIVE IT
q TE 8-6

q Field Notes 8



GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Before class, fill the shoebox to the top with books 
and close the 
lid. Ask for a 

volunteer to stand on the shoebox, but 
before he or she does, ask the following 
questions. Do you think the shoebox 
will hold you up? Assure the student 
that the shoebox will hold him or her. 
Do you believe me? Allow time for 
response. Next, ask the volunteer to 
stand on the box. After he or she has stood on it, open the lid and show the 
contents in the box. I knew this shoebox would hold you up because 
I knew it was filled with books. I knew something that you didn’t 
know. You could not see how the box would hold you up, but I 
wanted you to believe me. God knows things that we don’t know, 
and He asks us to believe what He says is true and He will do what 
He says He will. Today’s lesson is about believing God. We’ll see how 
Abraham believed God even though he couldn’t see what God was 
going to do.

For this activity, you and your students will be 
making a tent in 
the classroom. 

Drape large sheets over chairs or a table 
and secure them with clothespins. It 
is important to allow students to help 
(at least some) with the project. Make 
sure that the tent is big enough for your 
whole class to sit in comfortably. Have 
you ever been camping and slept in 
a tent? Encourage response. Do you 
think would be fun living in a tent? 
Encourage response. Did you know many people during early Bible 
times lived in tents? Usually, they were shepherds, so by living in 
tents, they could pick up and move to another area where their sheep 
or goats could find fresh grass or water. These tents were usually 
larger than tents we have today and they had two sections. The front 
part was used for work and visitors would go to this section. The 
back part of the tent was private for sleeping and eating. A curtain 
separated the two sections. The tents were made from goat’s hair or 
sheep’s wool. Our lesson is about a man and his family whom God 
told to move to a completely different country.
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Option 1
Items Needed:
• Shoebox with a lid
•  Books to fit inside the 

shoebox

Items Needed:
•  Sheets or large blan-

kets
• Clothespins
• Clothesline (optional)

Option 2



STUDY THE WORD
Today we are going to learn about the very beginning of God’s plan 
to create a nation that would serve 
Him. A man named Abraham lived 
with his family in a place called Ur. 
Many of the people who lived there, 
including Abraham’s father, Tereh, 
worshiped idols (Joshua 24:2). They 
did not know the one true God. 
But God saw something good in the heart of Abraham. He wanted 
Abraham to leave the false idols. So God told Abraham to leave his 
country and his people and go to a land He would show him. Do 
you think this would be hard to do if God said this to you and your 
family? Encourage response. It might have been easier if Abraham 
knew exactly where he was going, where he would live, or what the 
place would be like, but Abraham didn’t know any of those things. 
Display TE 8-1. After God told Abraham to move, He gave him some 
promises. God told him:

I will make from you a great nation.

I will bless you and make your name great.

I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.

All the families of the earth will be blessed through you.

God told Abraham he would be the father of a great nation, but 
Abraham and his wife, Sarah, had no children. How could Abraham 
be the father of a great nation? Abraham did not know how this was 
going to happen, but he believed God was able to make it happen. 
God also said that all the families of the earth would be blessed 
through Abraham. This promise was fulfilled hundreds of years later 
when Jesus was born from the family tree of Abraham.

Display TE 8-2. So Abraham made the choice to pack up all his 
belongings and his family and obey God. Abraham, along with his 
father, his wife, Sarah, and his nephew, Lot, traveled to Haran where 
they stayed for a while. Then they moved to a place called Shechem 
in the plain of Moreh. It was there the Lord appeared to Abraham 
and told him He was going to give this land to his children. Abraham 
believed God and built an altar to worship Him. Worship is our 
response to God’s awesomeness, power, wisdom, and love.

Display TE 8-3. God told Abraham to look at the stars. God said that 
just as Abraham could not count the stars, he would not be able 
to count all those in his family—his children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, great-great grandchildren, and so on. Now Abraham 
and Sarah were old and did not have any children, so he was a 
little confused. But Abraham believed God’s promise that he would 
be the father of a great nation, and that acceptance brought him 
righteousness—right standing with God.

It was probably very hard for Abraham to continue to believe that 
God would keep His promise and give him a child. In fact, he had to 
wait 25 years from the time he left Haran until the promised son was 
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Items Needed:
• TE 8-1—TE 8-3

Take Note:
Ur an ancient city in what we 
know today as Iraq.]

We know Abraham’s name had 
not yet been changed, but we 
chose to use Abraham to avoid 
confusion for the students since 
the name change is not covered 
in the lesson.

TE 8-1

TE 8-2

TE 8-3



born. We may not always understand when and why God does things 
the way He does, but we can know for sure He will do the things He 
has promised.

DIG DEEPER
Before class, find and mark the verses in the sidebar in your Bible. Also, copy 
Field Notes 8 for each student. Distribute 
Field Notes 8 and colored pencils to the 
students. Have the younger students 
underline the promises as you talk about 
each one. Have the older students fill 
in the blanks as you talk about each of 
God’s promises. We can learn about 
God’s promises in the Bible. Let’s 
discuss three of them. Read Isaiah 
41:10 aloud to the class. Display TE 
8-4. God promises to be with us. 
That does not mean God has promised we will not have trouble or 
hard times. We live in a broken world that is full of sin. In fact, Jesus 
promised that in this world we would have trouble (John 16:33). 
But God does promise to be with us in every situation and can give 
us comfort and hope. We can face whatever comes, because our 
powerful God is always with us and will help us.

Read 1 John 1:9 aloud to the class. God promises to forgive our sin 
when we confess them to Him. God already knows our sin, but He 
wants us to come to Him and repent of them. When we do, He will 
completely take it away. We can be right with God because of this 
promise.

Read Jeremiah 33:3 aloud to the class. God promises to answer our 
prayers and do good things for us, more than we can imagine. This 
does not mean God will give us everything we want. But He has 
promised to listen and answer us, and we can trust Him to give us 
what we need. Sometimes the best answer is yes, and sometimes it 
is no. Other times the best answer is for us to wait. We can trust this 
promise and know God cares and hears our every prayer.

God has made many more wonderful promises to us and we can 
find them in the Bible. Just as God made and kept His promises to 
Abraham, we can trust He will keep His promises to us too. Allow the 
students to draw a picture of themselves in the frame at the bottom of the 
Field Notes. Encourage them to display their Field Notes somewhere they will 
remember God’s promises to Abraham are for them too.
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

God’s personal dealings with 
Abraham demonstrate that 
God is a personal, spiritual 
being. He wants us to have a 
relationship with Him.

Items Needed:
• TE 8-4
• Field Notes 8
• Colored pencils
• Bible

Isaiah 41:10

1 John 1:9

Jeremiah 33:3

TE 8-4

FN 8 (Y) FN 8 (O)



APPLY IT
Before class, use a pencil to mark a smile on the tennis ball (on the opposite 
side of the brand name). Use the knife 
to cut a slit where the smile was marked. 
With the permanent black marker, draw 
two eyes above the smile. Squeeze the 
mouth open to put the treats inside. Be 
sure to put enough to reward all of the 
students at least once. Have any of 
you ever moved from one place to 
another? Maybe you moved from 
one city or state to another one or 
even from one house into a different 
one. Change like that can be scary. 
When God told Abraham to move, he 
didn’t give him the details, just the 
instructions. But Abraham trusted 
God, and so he obeyed. God also 
gave Abraham some promises that 
seemed impossible to keep, but 
nothing is impossible for God. What did Abraham do after he and his 
family moved? Encourage response. He built an altar to worship Him. 
How do we worship God? Encourage response. Some of the ways we 
worship God are through our praise, through serving others, and by 
the giving of our time and money. We can worship God and honor 
Him for being faithful to His promises.

Has anyone ever made and then broken a promise to you? Encourage 
response. How did you feel? Encourage response. Unlike humans, God 
is 100% reliable 100% of the time. We have an entire Bible full of 
stories of how God made and kept His promises. Display TE 8-5 and 
introduce the application verse to the students by having them say it with 
you. This verse tells us God cannot lie, and He promised eternal life 
before the world began. This is an amazing truth that we can rely on. 
God kept His promise to Abraham, and He will keep His promises to 
us. The more we learn about God, the more we can trust Him to keep 
His Word. Display the tennis ball to the students and introduce “Tiny Tenny. ” 
Explain that while they are saying the application verse, you will walk around 
the room and reward those who are participating with a treat from Tiny Tenny. 
Sporadically and often squeeze Tiny Tenny to dispense treats as the students 
are saying the application verse.
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Items Needed:
• TE 8-5
• One new tennis ball
•  Sharp, serrated knife 

(or X-ACTO knife)
•  Permanent black 

marker
• Pencil
•  Small treats (Skittles, 

Sweet Tarts, M&Ms, 
Goldfish crackers, etc.)

TE 8-5
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LIVE IT
Before class, cut apart TE 8-6b and TE 8-6c from TE 8-6a. Why is it hard 
for us to believe God will keep 
His promises? Encourage response. 
It is hard for us, as humans, to 
understand how someone could keep 
every single promise made. But God 
is not human, and He does just that. 
Abraham not only had amazing faith 
in God, but he also acted upon that 
trust He had in God. Abraham trusted God to keep His promises, 
even when they seemed impossible or took a long time to come 
true. Display TE 8-6a. Add TE 8-6b to the left side of TE 8-6a. TE 8-6c will 
be added next week. We can trust God’s promises by remembering 
and following the example of Abraham. Our actions should be a 
reflection of the words of faith we say we have in God. We can 
believe His words and trust Him. Have the students turn to the Next Step 
on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to trust God to always keep His 
promises to us.

Items Needed:
• TE 8-6
• Field Notes 8

Field Notes 8

TE 8-6



God Provided 
a Sacrifice

January 31, 2021 Lesson 9 Text: Genesis 22:1-19

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story 
of the Bible

This lesson is set after God miraculously 
provided the promised son to Abraham and 
Sarah, even though they were well beyond 
childbearing years. Through this son, Isaac, 
God would begin the process of building a 
great nation and blessing all people just as He 
promised Abraham.

Lesson Objective:
Abraham trusted and obeyed God, and He provid-
ed for Abraham. Trust God’s plan and obey Him 
with a good attitude.

Application Verse:
Titus 1:2

Family Theme:
Faith Will Be Tested

Bible Basics:
Encourage the students to learn the names and order of books six, seven, and eight of 
the Bible (Joshua, Judges, and Ruth).
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GET STARTED
Option 2

q 1 liter plastic bottle

q 1 ketchup packet

q Salt

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 9-1

q TE 9-2

q TE 9-3

q TE 9-4

DIG DEEPER
q TE 9-5

q Crayons

q Glue

q Scissors

q Craft sticks

q Small paper plates

APPLY IT
q TE 8-5

q TE 9-6

q TE 9-7

q Field Notes 9

q Crayons

LIVE IT
q TE 8-6a

q TE 8-6c

q Field Notes 9



GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Play a game with the students to introduce the idea 
of going on a trip. Gather the students in a circle. 
We are going to play a game where we are 

sharing different things we are taking on a trip. The first person will 
say, “I’m going on a trip, and I’m going to take, and that person will 
say something he or she is going to take. For example, he or she 
might say, “shoes. ” The next person will say, “I’m going on a trip, 
and I’m going to take, and that person will say what the first person 
is taking, as well as what he or she is taking. We will see how far we 
can go around the circle. Play the game several times to see how far they 
can get around the circle. If they make it all the way around, have them keep 
going. Today, we’ll learn about a special trip that Abraham and his 
son, Isaac, went on.

Remove the entire label from the bottle (Goo Gone 
will help with the 
glued part). Fill 

the bottle all the way to the top with water 
and add the ketchup packet. There needs 
to be as little air as possible in the bottle. 
If the ketchup packet floats, then great! If 
it sinks to the bottom of the bottle, add 3 
tablespoons of salt to the bottle and see 
if that makes it rise to the top. (Kosher salt 
will keep the water from getting cloudy, 
but as long as you prep far enough in 
advance, regular table salt will clear up 
after it sits a while.) Continue adding 
salt 1 tablespoon at a time until the packet is floating, just barely, to the top. 
Now recap it and squeeze the sides. The packet should begin to sink to the 
bottom. If the bottle is full enough, your squeezes will be imperceptible to your 
students. Squeeze it again and it will go back to the top. With some practice 
you can even make it stop in the middle, and go fast and slowly.

Learning about God isn’t enough. I love that you come to Sunday 
School every week, but if all you do is learn about God then you will 
just end up with a big head full of information! You must also obey 
God. Show the students the bottle with the ketchup packet. Do you see 
Mr. Ketchup, floating in my water bottle? I can make him obey me. 
Watch. “Mr. Ketchup, go down to the bottom of the bottle. ” Squeeze 
the sides of the bottle and make the ketchup go down. Then make him come 
back up. Then make him stop in the middle. Make him go quickly and slowly, 
all at your command. Now ask your students to try and control Mr. Ketchup, 
but don’t make him follow their instructions. Mr. Ketchup knows who his 
boss is! He only listens to my instructions! Does it make sense to 
you why Mr. Ketchup listens to me and not you? Abraham was a 
man who obeyed God even when it didn’t make much sense to other 
people. I’m sure his family thought it was crazy for him to follow 
God’s command to leave Ur when they didn’t know God. Today we 
are going to see an even crazier thing that God asked Abraham to 
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Option 1

Option 2
Items Needed:
•  1 liter plastic bottle 

(you can find soda 
pretty commonly in 
this size now)

• 1 ketchup packet
•  Salt (kosher works 

best)



do. Abraham was not perfect, but he tried to live his life obeying 
God. God was pleased with Abraham.

STUDY THE WORD
Last week we began learning about a man who had incredible 
faith—Abraham. We learned God 
promised blessings on him and his 
family. But we also learned Abraham 
and his wife, Sarah, were old (he 
was 99 years old and Sarah was 90), 
and they did not have any children. 
Almost twenty-five years had passed 
since God gave Abraham that promise. Do you think they had 
given up on God’s promise? Encourage response. Display TE 9-1. One 
day, Abraham was outside of his tent when Jesus and two angels 
appeared. They asked where Sarah was, and he told them she was in 
the tent. Jesus said they would return in one year, and by that time, 
they would have a baby boy. She heard what Jesus said, and she 
laughed. She thought they were too old to have children. But Jesus 
told Abraham nothing was too hard for God. Display TE 9-2. And just 
as it had been told, Sarah had a baby boy that year, and his name 
was Isaac. God kept His promise to Abraham, and He is faithful to 
keep them for us too.

In Genesis 22, God told Abraham to take Isaac and offer him as 
a sacrifice on one of the mountains. Do any of you know what a 
sacrifice is? Encourage response. A sacrifice is when you give up 
something or someone really important to you for something else. 
Isaac was very important to Abraham. He was his only child. Can 
you imagine what Abraham may have thought? He probably thought 
he didn’t hear God right. So what do you think he did? Encourage 
response. Display TE 9-3. Abraham took his donkey, two of his young 
servants, wood for an altar, and his son, Isaac, and they began 
their trip. On the third day, Abraham saw the place where He was 
supposed to make the sacrifice. Abraham told his two servants to 
stay with the donkey because only he and Isaac would go to the 
mountain and worship God. As Abraham gave the wood for the 
offering to Isaac, he carried the fire stick in one hand for the altar 
and a knife in the other. Isaac obviously wondered why they had 
fire and wood, but no animal for the offering. So he asked his dad, 
“Where is the lamb?” Abraham responded that God would provide, 
and they continued on. Display TE 9-4. When they got to the place God 
told them to go, Abraham built the altar and laid the wood in order. 
Then came the hardest part, and that was to lay Isaac on the altar. 
But he was obedient to God. Suddenly an angel of the Lord called 
Abraham’s name twice. Abraham! Abraham! The angel told Abraham 
not to hurt Isaac. Abraham had demonstrated his obedience and 
willingness to give up his son. Point to the ram on TE 9-4. As he looked 
around, he saw a ram caught in some bushes by his horns. The ram 
would be the sacrifice. Abraham was so excited and joyful by what 
God had done that he named the place Jehovah-Jireh, which means 
“God has provided. ” God provided a way for Abraham to keep his 
son through the sacrifice of a ram for the altar.
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Items Needed:
• TE 9-1—TE 9-4

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Isaac’s familiarity with making 
sacrifices to God indicates that 
Abraham had taught him these 
things. God established the 
home to make disciples and 
transfer the faith.



DIG DEEPER
Before class, copy TE 9-5 so each student will have one. God continued 
to bless Abraham for his obedience. 
God said it would be through 
Abraham’s family that all the 
nations would be blessed. Do any 
of you know about whom God was 
referring? Encourage response. God’s 
promise was pointing to Jesus. Do 
you know the difference between 
a ram and a lamb? They are both 
sheep, but a lamb is a baby sheep 
and a ram is an adult male sheep. 
Just as God provided a ram for 
the sacrifice, He also provided our 
sacrifice, Jesus, a man who lived His 
whole life without sin. Before the world began, God knew that man 
would sin and follow his own way. Adam and Eve chose to do the 
very thing God said not to do. But God still loved them, and, in the 
same way, our sin does not stop God from loving us. But because 
God is holy, sin must be punished. God sent His Son, Jesus, as a 
sacrifice as payment for our sin. Our sin keeps us from being able 
to go to Heaven, so Jesus provided the way for us to become part 
of God’s family. Do you notice anything similar between Isaac and 
Jesus? Isaac was Abraham’s only son. Jesus is God’s only Son. Isaac 
carried the wood for the altar for the sacrifice, and Christ carried the 
cross for His. God provided a substitute of a ram for the sacrifice 
of Isaac. God provided a substitute for the punishment for our sin 
in Jesus. God had a plan no one saw coming—both for Isaac and 
for Jesus. We may not always understand God’s plan, but we are to 
trust it and be obedient to it. Distribute TE 9-5 to the students along with 
crayons, scissors, glue, two paper plates, and craft sticks. Allow time for them 
to color the pictures, and cut out the circles. Demonstrate how to glue the 
circles to the center of the paper plates, and then glue them to the craft stick.

APPLY IT
Before class, copy Field Notes 9 for each student. Also, cut apart the cards 
from TE 9-7. Distribute Field Notes 9 and 
crayons to the students. Have the younger 
students color the first letter on each line 
as you talk about grace. Have the older 
students also color the first letter on each 
line, but also write the different words 
to help them remember the meaning of 
grace. When we follow Jesus, God 
makes us holy. We are also adopted 
into God’s family. He loves us and 
wants us to live with Him forever. 
God gives us grace. Display TE 9-6 and point to the first letter of each 
word. One easy way to explain grace is by remembering this: God’s 
Riches At Christ’s Expense—GRACE! God provides for us through 
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Items Needed:
• TE 9-5
• Crayons
• Glue
• Scissors
• Craft sticks
•  Small paper plates 

(two plates/student)

Items Needed:
• TE 8-5
• TE 9-6—TE 9-7
• Field Notes 9
• Crayons

TE 9-5

FN 9 (Y) FN 9 (O)

TE 9-6



Jesus’ sacrifice. Jesus provides forgiveness for us. He was the only 
perfect sacrifice God required so every person could have his or her 
debt of sin forgiven. God provides wisdom through His Word so we 
will know the right way to live. We have the Holy Spirit. This is one 
of the best things God has provided for us. When we receive Jesus, 
His Holy Spirit comes to help us. He is with us always. He guides, 
comforts, instructs, and slowly changes us to be like Him. We have 
all of these wonderful things because God provided Jesus, the 
perfect sacrifice.

Display TE 8-5 and review the application verse with the students by having 
them say it with you. Last week, we began learning this verse. It tells us 
that before the world began, our God promised us an eternal life. We 
have the hope of that eternal life in Heaven because of Jesus. Have 
the students sit in a circle. Explain that you are going to choose a card (TE 
9-7) and read what it says aloud. The students will say the verse according to 
the directions.

LIVE IT
Abraham showed through his actions he loved God more than 
anything or anyone else. God wants 
that same love from us. He wants 
an attitude of obedience to Him. 
Abraham trusted God to work out 
the situation in the best way, and his 
actions proved that trust. What about 
your actions? Do they demonstrate a 
level of trust that God will work out 
difficult things the best way? Are you 
obedient to God’s Word or do you pick and choose which areas and 
commands you want to obey? We can’t just choose the easy ones 
and not include the hard ones. Display TE 8-6a and add TE 8-6c to it. 
We can learn from Abraham to trust God will provide. We also can 
learn from him to trust and obey God’s plan even when it’s extremely 
difficult and we don’t understand. It is not always easy to obey, but it 
pleases God when we choose to obey Him and do so with the right 
attitude. Have the students turn to the Next Step on their Field Notes. Your 
Next Step is to trust God’s plan and obey Him with a good attitude. 
End class with prayer for your students that they will remember the story 
of Abraham and the difficult sacrifice he was willing to make. Encourage 
students to focus on Jesus and the sacrifice He made so they could have 
eternal life in Heaven.
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Items Needed:
• TE 8-6a
• TE 8-6c
• Field Notes 9

TE 8-5

Field Notes 9

TE 8-6a

TE 8-6c

TE 9-7



God Gives Grace
February 7, 2021 Lesson 10 Text: Genesis 27:1-29; 28:1-22

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story 
of the Bible
This lesson is set during the time of the 
patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) 
when God began to build the nation 
through which the Messiah would come 
and bless all peoples of the earth just 
as God had promised Abraham and 
Isaac.

Lesson Objective:
God shows us grace in our lives. Think about how 
God’s grace truly impacts your life, and look for op-
portunities to share God’s grace with someone this 
week.

Application Verse:
Ephesians 2:8-9

Family Theme:
Grace Is Undeserved

GET STARTED
Option 1

q Timer

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 10-1

q TE 10-2

q TE 10-3

q TE 10-4

q TE 10-5

q TE 10-6

q TE 10-7

q TE 10-8

q Field Notes 10

q Colored pencils

APPLY IT
q TE 10-9

q TE 10-10a

q TE 10-11

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 10

Bible Basics:
Review last quarter’s application verses (Genesis 1:1, Psalm 145:8, John 1:1, Matthew 
28:18, and Proverbs 3:5) with the students.
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GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Divide the students into pairs. Tell the students 
they have thirty 
seconds to talk 
about hobbies, 

sports, vacation, family, pets, etc. They 
cannot use the words “I” or “my” during 
their conversation. If someone says either 
of those words, his or her partner wins. 
When the thirty seconds is up, have the students switch partners. You may 
need to time the 30 second interval to be sure each partner has a chance to 
talk during the round.

After several rounds, have the students sit down. How hard was it to talk 
about your hobbies or life without saying the words “I” and “my”? 
Encourage response. We use those words a lot in our conversations. 
It seems impossible or at least very difficult to talk without saying 
those words. It would be impossible for me to teach today’s lesson if 
I couldn’t say the word grace. Listen carefully to see what I mean by 
that. Oops, I said “I, ” didn’t I?

Do any of you know sign language for the 
word grace? Encourage response. This is how 
a person signs the word grace. Demonstrate 

by crisscrossing your arms (forming an “x”) against your chest and act as if 
you are hugging yourself. As I read this short story, listen carefully for 
the word grace. Each time you hear that word quickly do the sign 
language for grace. Practice this at least once before reading the story. 
Challenge the students to be the first one to do the sign language upon 
hearing the word. (This will motivate them to listen to be “first” and by hearing 
the word repeated several times, it will help them remember today’s key 
word.)

One of the best parts of summer for CJ was playing baseball. He 
played first base for the same team for two years. Last year, they 
won the championship. But this year, a new kid was on the team. 
The only thing CJ noticed about the new kid was that he missed a 
lot of practices and he missed a lot of balls during the game. The 
coach showed grace (pause) to the new kid and still let him play, 
which aggravated CJ. As the season was ending for this league, 
despite the new kid, CJ’s team went on to win the championship. At 
their victory party, CJ got the trophy for Most Valuable Player, which 
made him very proud. Then, to his surprise, the new kid got a trophy, 
too. What? He didn’t deserve a trophy; he had more mistakes than 
the team combined. After the party, CJ was pouting when he and his 
parents were headed home. “I don’t think the new kid deserved a 
trophy . ”

His father said, “I guess the coach showed grace (pause) toward him. ”

“Grace?” (pause) CJ questioned. “Yes, grace. ” (pause), his father 
answered.
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Option 1
Items Needed:
• Timer (optional)

Option 2



“I got what I deserved, Most Valuable Player, ” CJ bragged. His father 
interrupted, “You better be glad you don’t always get what you 
deserve. ”

CJ looked puzzled and asked, “What do you mean by that?”

“Because of our sin, we all deserve to be forever separated from 
God. But He showed His grace” (pause).

CJ wanted to know more about grace (pause). I hope you do, too. 
Listen carefully to our Bible lesson to find out how important God’s 
grace (pause) is.

STUDY THE WORD
Before class, copy Field Notes 10 for each student. Today and for the next 
three Sundays, we will be learning 
from Genesis, the first book of the 
Bible found in the Old Testament.

Last week we learned Abraham and 
Sarah had a son named Isaac. He 
married a woman named Rebekah, 
and they had twin boys named 
Jacob and Esau. Do any of you 
have brothers or sisters? Encourage 
response. Do you always get along or do you argue sometimes? 
Encourage response. Well these two brothers did not get along very 
well. Part of the reason may have been because they were so 
different. Esau was more into the outdoors and hunting, and Jacob 
was quieter and he loved staying at home—indoors. Everyone is 
unique and special in his or her own way. But their main problem 
was that Isaac and Rebekah, their parents, liked one son more than 
the other. Isaac loved Esau the best and Rebekah loved Jacob the 
best. This caused jealousy and trouble between Jacob and Esau. In 
Genesis 25, we read about what happened because of that jealousy. 
Display TE 10-1 and point to the two pictures. One day, Jacob made a 
pot of stew (red pottage), and Esau begged him for some because 
he was tired and hungry. Jacob told his brother he could only have 
some stew if Esau gave him something in return. Because Esau was 
the oldest child in the family, he was supposed to be in charge of the 
family when their father died. This was called the family birthright. 
Say birthright with me. Encourage response. The birthright would have 
made Esau richer and more powerful than Jacob. What do you think 
Esau should have done? Should he have traded his birthright for a 
bowl of stew? Encourage response. Of course not! But he did. Esau 
told Jacob he could have the birthright if he would just give him a 
bowl of stew. Jacob and Esau both made wrong choices that day.

Several years later, their father, Isaac, who loved Esau the best, 
was very old and thought he was about to die. Display TE 10-2. Isaac 
was almost blind, so he asked Esau to go hunting and to make his 
favorite meal. Isaac’s plan was to bless him after they ate the meal.

Now Rebekah, who loved Jacob the best, overheard Isaac’s plan 
for Esau. Display TE 10-3. She wanted Jacob to have the blessing, 
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Items Needed:
• TE 10-1—TE 10-8
• Field Notes 10
• Colored pencils

TE 10-3

TE 10-2

TE 10-1



so she came up with her own plan. While Esau was out hunting, 
Rebekah cooked Isaac’s favorite dish and Jacob pretended to be 
Esau. Rebekah covered Jacob’s arms with goat hair so he would be 
hairy like Esau. Jacob wore Esau’s clothes and took Isaac’s favorite 
meal to him. Display TE 10-4. Isaac was surprised that Esau was able 
to hunt the food and fix it so quickly, so he asked his son to come 
closer. When Isaac touched Jacob, he felt the hairy arms and asked, 
“Is it really you, Esau?” Jacob lied to his father and said it was.

Isaac at the meal and then he gave Jacob his special blessing: “May 
God always give you abundant food and drink. May many nations 
become your servants and bow down to you. May you be the master 
over your brothers. May all who curse you be cursed but all who 
bless you will be blessed. ”

What do you think happened when Esau returned? Encourage 
response. Display TE 10-5. Esau made his father’s favorite meal and 
went to him. Puzzled, Isaac asked, “Who are you?” When Esau 
answered, his father began to shake uncontrollably. “Who just 
served me the food I ate and blessed? I cannot change the blessing I 
gave him. ”

Display TE 10-6. Although Esau was angry that he had given Jacob 
his birthright, this time after Jacob stole his blessing, Esau hated 
Jacob. Esau made the choice that he would kill Jacob. Rebekah 
told Jacob he had to leave. She said when Esau calmed down, she 
would send for him, and so Jacob left his home. Display TE 10-7. When 
nighttime came, Jacob stopped to rest. He found a stone to use as 
a pillow and he went to sleep. That night Jacob had a special dream 
in which God spoke to him. Jacob dreamed that stairs came down 
from Heaven to earth. He saw the angels of God going up and down 
the stairs. God told Jacob who He was. He told him that Isaac and 
Abraham, his father and grandfather, loved and served Him. God 
told Jacob He would make his family very large, just like He had 
told Abraham. God told Jacob three things that would help him no 
matter what happened or what he was feeling. They all begin with 
the letter P. Distribute Field Notes 10 and colored pencils to the students. 
Allow the younger students to color in the words. Have the older students 
write the words in the blanks. Display TE 10-8. God assured Jacob of His 
presence. “I am with you. ” Jacob may have felt lonely since he left 
his home and family, but God was always with him. Then, God told 
Jacob He would be His protector. “I will protect you everywhere you 
go. ” Remember, Esau wanted to kill him, but Jacob did not have 
to be afraid. Finally, God promised Jacob He had a plan for his life. 
God’s plan was to bring Jacob home to be in charge of his family.

When Jacob woke up, what do you think he did? Encourage response. 
He realized it was God who had visited him in the dream. He 
worshiped God. Jacob took the stone he had used as a pillow and 
set it up as a memorial. He named the place where he had his dream 
Bethel, which means “house of God. ” Then Jacob made a promise to 
God. Jacob said if God kept all these promises, the LORD would be 
his God.
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Consequences of the various sins 
of this family illustrate how sin 
brings death and destruction 
into the world.

FN 10 (Y) FN 10 (O)

TE 10-4

TE 10-5

TE 10-6

TE 10-7

TE 10-8



DIG DEEPER
Are any of you the firstborn (oldest child) in your family? Encourage 
response. Being the firstborn during the time of Jacob and Esau had 
a very different meaning than it does today. During this time, being 
the firstborn meant you had special authority over the other siblings. 
This was known as the birthright. This birthright gave special 
privileges and rights that the others did not. It also meant you 
received a double part of the inheritance. For example, if there were 
three boys (girls did not have inheritance rights during this time), the 
inheritance would be divided into four parts. The oldest, the one with 
the birthright, would receive two parts, and the others would only 
receive one. That’s why Esau trading his birthright for a bowl of stew 
was not a good decision.

A blessing during this time period was a very important action. 
Typically it was given to the firstborn. However, a father could pass 
it on to a different son if the oldest wasn’t making wise choices. 
Because of its importance, fathers would often wait until they were 
about to die before giving the blessing to their sons. Once it was 
given, it could not be taken back or changed. That is why Esau was 
so angry because of Jacob’s deception.

APPLY IT
Before class, cut apart the words from TE 10-10. You may be thinking 
how mean, cruel, and dishonest 
Jacob was. He did not deserve any of 
the good things he received. It’s easy 
to focus on the wrong things Jacob 
did such as lying and deceiving, 
but we must acknowledge we are 
no different than he was. We are 
dishonest and we sin. Read Romans 
3:23 aloud to the class. These next four 
weeks we are going to learn some important words. Display TE 10-9 
and then add TE 10-10a to it. Last week we actually began learning 
about our first word—grace. Do any of you remember the easy way 
we learned to remember what that word means? Encourage response. 
It is God’s riches at Christ’s expense. It is the undeserved favor of 
God. Display TE 10-11 and introduce the application verse to the students by 
having them say it with you. This week we are going to focus on the first 
part of the verse. It tells us it is only because of God’s grace that we 
are saved from our sin. We do not deserve God’s favor, but through 
grace He gives it to us. Although it’s good to know what the word 
grace means, it is more important to understand that without it you 
and I would get what we deserve—an eternal life separated from 
God.

Say the verse with the students several times to help them learn it. Then 
explain that as a radio or television has a volume control, you will all say the 
verse softer or louder according to the volume indicated. The simplest way to 
do this is to use your hand and raise it higher (to indicate louder) and lower 
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Items Needed:
• TE 10-9
• TE 10-10a
• TE 10-11

TE 10-11

TE 10-10a

TE 10-9
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(to indicate softer). Alternate the volume throughout the verse either gradually 
or drastically. Repeat the activity several times.

LIVE IT
Today we learned about different 
people who made wrong choices. 
They let their selfish desires keep 
them from trusting God’s plan. Their 
choices led to bad results. Jacob 
tricked his brother into selling his birthright for a bowl of stew, 
and Esau foolishly accepted it. Jacob went along with his mother’s 
wrong plan to trick Isaac into giving Esau’s blessing to Jacob. Just 
as he made wrong choices, we do too. God knew everything Jacob 
did, and yet He still loved him. But that doesn’t mean God approved 
or agreed with Jacob’s wrong choices. Our God is loving and full of 
mercy and grace. The forgiveness of sin comes because of God’s 
grace. And God offers that same grace to us. Re-read Ephesians 2:8-9. 
You and I don’t deserve God’s favor, but He gives it to us anyway. 
God continues to show us His undeserved favor and grace. He helps, 
guides, and blesses us.

What should we say when someone gives us a wonderful gift? 
Encourage response. Are you thankful for His grace? Encourage 
response. Do you realize how important it is to have God’s grace 
not only for salvation, but also for every day as a follower of Jesus 
Christ? Encourage response. Think about when the last time was you 
thanked Him for His grace toward you. Have students refer to the Next 
Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to think about how 
God’s grace truly impacts your life, and look for opportunities to 
share God’s grace with someone this week. Close in prayer, thanking 
God for His amazing, wonderful, awesome grace.

Take Note:
Go to www.D6teacher.com to download color pictures of crafts and view 
other classroom resources.

Items Needed:
• Field Notes 10

Field Notes 10



God Changes People
February 14, 2021 Lesson 11 Text: Genesis 35

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story 
of the Bible

This lesson is set later in Jacob’s life as God 
confirmed His promise to make from Jacob’s 
descendants a great nation, just as He 
promised Abraham and Isaac. God blessed 
Jacob and changed his name to Israel.

Lesson Objective:
God changed Jacob’s life. Ask God to change your 
actions by helping you to say “yes” to the Holy Spirit.

Application Verse:
Ephesians 2:8-9

Family Theme:
God Confirms His Promises

GET STARTED
Option 1

q TE 11-1

q Coffee filters

q Washable markers

q Chenille stems

q Spray bottle filled with water

q Paper plate

Option 2

q Assortment of items

q Tray, box lid, shallow box, etc.

q Napkin or small towel

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 11-2

q TE 11-3

q Field Notes 11

q Pencils

DIG DEEPER
q TE 11-4

APPLY IT
q TE 10-9

q TE 10-10b

q TE 10-11

q TE 11-5

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 11

Bible Basics:
Review Ephesians 2:8 with the students.
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GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Write each student’s name on the bottom of a paper 
plate. Distribute 
a coffee filter, 

markers, a chenille stem, and a paper 
plate to each student. Allow the students 
to use the markers to create a design 
on the coffee filter. Place the coffee filter 
on the paper plate and lightly mist it so 
the colors bleed together. Set aside to 
dry. Has anyone learned in science 
about how a caterpillar changes into 
a butterfly? Encourage response. While 
the filters are drying, use TE 11-1 to share 
the process of metamorphosis with the 
students. You may also choose to read an 
age-appropriate book about butterflies to 
the students. Once the filters are dry, instruct the students to fold and gather 
the center accordion-style. Wrap the chenille stem around the middle of the 
filter and form an antenna with the ends. Today we’re going to talk about 
the changes God made in Jacob and the changes He wants to make 
in us.

Before class, put five or six items on the tray and 
cover them with 
the napkin or 
towel. Keep 

some additional items nearby so you can 
change out the items on the tray. Have 
the students look closely at and study 
the items on the tray. Then cover the tray 
and make a small change (discreetly take 
away or add a different item). Uncover the 
tray and ask the students to tell you what 
is different. Repeat several times, giving 
different students a chance to guess what 
is different on the tray. Remove the tray 
and items so they will not be a distraction 
and continue with the connection to 
today’s lesson.

You were good at noticing the changes I made. I have noticed some 
changes in you. Name some good changes you may have noticed (e.g., 
students are sharing with each other, they are better at working together, they 
are saying kind words to each other, etc.). It is not always easy to make 
changes in what we think, say, or do. Today we will look in the Bible 
to see the change God made in Jacob and learn about the change 
God makes in us.
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Option 1
Items Needed:
• TE 11-1
• Coffee filters
• Washable markers
• Chenille stems
•  Spray bottle filled with 

water
•  Paper plate (one 

plate/student)

Items Needed:
•  Assortment of items 

(pen, small toy, piece 
of fruit, book, cell 
phone, etc.)

•  Tray, box lid, shallow 
box, etc.

•  Napkin or small towel 
(large enough to cover 
the tray)

Option 2

TE 11-1 (front)

TE 11-1 (back)



STUDY THE WORD
Before class, copy Field Notes 11 for each student. The past two weeks 
we learned about Jacob. What are 
some things we learned about 
Jacob’s character the first week? 
Encourage response. How would you 
describe Jacob’s relationship with his 
brother? Encourage response. It was 
not a good one, was it? Remember, 
Esau was so angry with Jacob that 
he wanted to kill him; so Jacob left 
home. What happened to Jacob once he left his family? Encourage 
response. God appeared to him in a dream and promised to be with 
Jacob and to protect him. God also told Jacob that He had a plan for 
his life. That was an important moment in Jacob’s life. He promised 
God that if He kept His promises, he would worship and honor God.

In our lesson today, twenty years had passed, and God told Jacob it 
was time for him to return home. Do you think Jacob was the same 
person he was when he left home? Encourage response. No, he wasn’t. 
Let’s look at some before and after features to learn what changes 
God had made in Jacob’s life. Distribute Field Notes 11 and pencils to 
the students. Have the younger students circle the correct answer for each 
sentence as you discuss the change in Jacob. Have the older students fill 
in the blanks. Display TE 11-2 and point to the different columns as you talk 
about the change in Jacob’s life.

Jacob disobeyed God. He broke God’s rules and lied to his own 
father to get his blessing. He chose his way instead of following 
God’s way.

But now Jacob was obedient to God. When God told Jacob to go to 
his home in Bethel, he gathered his family and possessions and did 
what God said.

Jacob was dishonest. Jacob tricked his brother, Esau, to get the 
birthright. Then Jacob lied and deceived his father to receive the 
special blessing.

Jacob was a peacemaker. Now Jacob wanted to make peace with 
his brother. He sent messengers ahead to tell Esau that he was 
returning. The messengers returned and told Jacob that his brother 
was on his way and had his own army with him. What did Jacob do 
upon hearing this news? He so wanted to make things right so he 
sent Esau many gifts of animals. Read Genesis 32:14-15 to the students. 
Instead of taking from his brother, Jacob was giving to him.

Jacob depended on himself. Instead of humbling himself and 
making things right with his father and brother, he ran away. He 
made his own plans and followed them.

Jacob depended on God. When Jacob heard Esau was coming to 
meet him with his army, he turned to prayer. He asked God to protect 
him and his family. He trusted God’s promise to protect him, so he 
stayed and waited for Esau to come.
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Items Needed:
• TE 11-2—TE 11-3
• Field Notes 11
• Pencils

FN 11 (Y) FN 11 (O)

TE 11-2



Display TE 11-3. When the two brothers finally saw each other, Esau 
didn’t attack Jacob at all. He ran to meet his brother, and they 
hugged each other and wept. God kept His promise to protect Jacob. 
Now that Jacob depended on God, things were much better between 
him and his brother.

Jacob was a changed man when he returned to his father’s house. 
God even changed Jacob’s name to Israel, which means “a prince 
with God. ” Jacob had twelve sons and they became the leaders of 
the twelve tribes of the nation of Israel. God was working on the 
inside of Jacob to transform or change him into a better person—one 
who was more like God. He does the same for us too.

DIG DEEPER
In Genesis 35, God told Jacob to move to Bethel. This is the same 
place where Jacob had the dream 
with the angels going up and down 
the stairway. It is where God spoke 
to him and promised to be with him, 
protect him, and give him many 
descendants and land. God kept all 
of those promises to Jacob. Do any of you remember what Jacob’s 
promise to God was? Encourage response. He promised to honor and 
worship the LORD. Jacob kept his promise. Display TE 11-4. He built 
an altar to God. God spoke a blessing on Jacob—many great nations 
and kings would come from his family. Bethel was a very special 
place to Jacob, and he wanted it to be a special place where many 
people could worship God (Genesis 35:5-15).

APPLY IT
Before class, cut apart the strips from TE 11-5 and place them in order. 
Display TE 10-9 and add TE 10-10b to 
it. Our word for the day is change. 
God’s plan for each of us is to change 
from the inside out. But we can’t do it 
alone. God gives us His Holy Spirit to 
help us. It’s a slow process, but every 
time we say yes to the Holy Spirit 
and no to our selfish ways, we are 
changing. The Holy Spirit also uses 
the Bible to transform and change us. 
We have the same physical body, but inside God is changing us to 
be a new person who thinks and acts like Jesus. As we study God’s 
Word, we will know the right way to live. Display TE 10-11 and review 
the application verse with the students by reading it together. God gives us 
a gift—grace—His undeserved favor. Our good works aren’t good 
enough; only through Jesus can we be saved. All we have to do is 
accept His wonderful gift. Display the pieces from TE 11-5 and say the 
verse together. Turn over one strip and have the student say the verses again. 
Repeat the activity several times turning over a different strip each time.
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TE 11-4
Items Needed:
• TE 11-4

Items Needed:
• TE 10-9
• TE 10-10b
• TE 10-11
• TE 11-5

TE 10-9

TE 10-10b

TE 10-11

TE 11-5

TE 11-3



LIVE IT
In looking at Jacob’s life, we know he sinned. But so do we. Sin is 
anything we think, say, or do that 
goes against God’s way. How did 
Jacob’s sin hurt himself and his 
family? Encourage response. His lie 
hurt his father and separated him 
from his family for many years. How 
does our sin hurt us as well as those 
around us? Encourage response. Nothing good ever comes from sin. 
The world tells us it’s okay to sin, but we must not believe that. As 
followers of Jesus, we must renew our mind to believe sin is wrong. 
We must allow God to change us from the before to the after. Just as 
God changed Jacob, He can change us too. But we can’t do it alone; 
we need God’s help. Have students refer to the Next Step section on their 
Field Notes. Your Next Step is to ask God to change your actions by 
helping you to say “yes” to the Holy Spirit. Close in prayer, and ask God 
to help your students study His Word and allow the Holy Spirit to change 
them to be more like Jesus.
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Items Needed:
• Field Notes 11

Field Notes 11

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Jacob led and instructed his 
family to walk rightly with God. 
God instructs parents to 
make disciples at home and 
transfer the faith to their 
families.

Are you on Facebook? Join the D6 Curriculum 
Teachers group, a place of community for you to share 
stories, ask questions, get advice, and engage in con-
versations with other D6 curriculum teachers.



God Can Be Trusted

February 21, 2021 Lesson 12 Text: Genesis 37

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson is set later in Jacob/Israel’s life when 
his older sons sold Joseph into slavery to the 
Midianites, who then sold him to one of Pharaoh’s 
officials in Egypt. This was all part of God’s plan to 
save the beginnings of the nation from famine and 
greatly multiply the people.

Lesson Objective:
God was always in control of Joseph’s life. We 
can trust God to be in control of our lives.

Application Verse:
Ephesians 2:8-9

Family Theme:
God Is in Control

Bible Basics:
Review the names and order of books six, seven, and eight of the Old Testament (Josh-
ua, Judges, and Ruth).
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q TE 12-1

Option 2

q TE 12-2

q Crayons

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 12-3

q TE 12-4

q TE 12-5

q Field Notes 12

q Pencils

DIG DEEPER
q TE 12-6

q Cardstock

q Fine-tipped markers

q Scissors

APPLY IT
q TE 10-9

q TE 10-10c

q TE 10-11

q Rope

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 12



GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Before class, cut apart the pictures from TE 12-1 
on the dotted 
line. Fold each 

section along the solid lines. Talk about 
trust by choosing who or what to trust. 
One at a time, uncover the three pictures 
on each strip allowing all the students 
to view them before they answer the 
following questions for each section:

If you needed help from drowning in a pool, what would you trust? 
Display TE 12-1.

If you needed directions to keep from getting lost, what would you 
trust? Display TE 12-1b.

If you needed to know how to do a math problem, whom would you 
trust? Display TE 12-1c.

If you planned to go on vacation, what vehicle would you trust? 
Display TE 12-1d.

If you wanted to know more about God, what would you trust? 
Display TE 12-1e.

Some of the answers seemed obvious. But did you know that some 
people everyday make wrong choices in who or what to trust? They 
look in all the wrong places, so they find the wrong answers. We 
can completely trust God. He will always do what He says He will 
do. Today we’re going to learn about a man named Joseph and his 
trust in God. Some really bad things happened to Joseph, but he 
continued to believe God would guide him. We’ll learn more reasons 
why we can trust God to be in control of us.

Before class, copy TE 12-2 so each student will 
have one. 
Distribute 
TE 12-2 and 

crayons to the students. Allow time for the 
students to color the robe. Encourage the 
students to make the coat very colorful. 
Allow the students to share their designs.

What a beautiful and colorful pattern 
you have made for your robe. This reminds me of the story of a man 
named Joseph. His father gave him a coat made of many colors 
because he was his father’s favorite child. Joseph’s life was like a 
rollercoaster—full of ups and downs. Listen carefully to our lesson to 
learn how God was always with Joseph.
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Option 1
Items Needed:
• TE 12-1

Items Needed:
• TE 12-2
•  Crayons

Option 2

TE 12-1

TE 12-2



STUDY THE WORD
Distribute Field Notes 12 and pencils to the students. Have the younger 
students draw a line following the path 
through Joseph’s life. Have the older 
students number the pictures in the 
correct order of events.

God had been good to Jacob. He 
had 12 sons and many sheep, goats, 
and other animals, which his sons 
took care of. Jacob’s favorite son 
was the one named Joseph. Display 
TE 12-3. Jacob gave Joseph a special coat with many colors. How do 
you think the brothers felt about Joseph? Encourage response. They 
were jealous and did not like Joseph at all. One night, Joseph had a 
dream in which he and his brothers each had a bundle of grain. In 
his dream, the brothers’ bundle of grain bowed down to Joseph’s 
bundle. Joseph told his brothers about his dream. “You think you 
will rule over us?” they asked. Then Joseph had another dream in 
which the sun, moon, and eleven stars were going to bow down to 
him. He told his family about his dream. “Will I, your mother, and 
your brothers bow down to you?” his father asked. How do you 
think these dreams made the brothers feel about Joseph? Encourage 
response. They were angry and hated Joseph even more.

One day, Jacob sent Joseph to check on his brothers. When the 
brothers saw him, they planned to kill him. Reuben, the oldest 
brother, did not want to kill Joseph. He suggested that they just 
throw him in a pit. His plan was he would later rescue Joseph fro 
the pit and return him safely to their father. Display TE 12-4 and point 
to the two pictures. So when Joseph got to his brothers, they tore 
off his beautiful coat and threw him into a dry pit. Just as they sat 
down to eat, they saw travelers on their way to Egypt. One of the 
brothers suggested they sell Joseph to the travelers, and the others 
agreed. So they pulled Joseph out of the pit and sold him. He was 
taken to Egypt to become a slave. Later, Reuben returned to the pit 
to rescue Joseph, but he was gone. Reuben was so upset. He went 
to his brothers to tell them the news and ask what they were to do. 
The brothers decided to make their father think an animal had killed 
Joseph. So they took his beautiful coat and covered it in animal 
blood. When Jacob saw the coat, he was so sad.

When the travelers got to Egypt, they sold Joseph to a man named 
Potiphar. Joseph was a great worker for Potiphar. Display TE 12-5. 
He put Joseph in charge of his home and money. From that day 
God blessed Potiphar’s household because of Joseph. Even though 
many bad things happened to Joseph, God was still with him. Joseph 
trusted God and God took care of him.
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Items Needed:
• TE 12-3—TE 12-5
• Field Notes 12
• Pencils

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

The brothers’ treatment of Joseph 
illustrates how bad things 
happen because the world is 
a sinful place. People do bad 
things because we all have a 
sinful nature. We need Christ to 
change us and help us do what is 
right and good.

TE 12-3

TE 12-4

TE 12-5

FN 12 (Y) FN 12 (O)



DIG DEEPER
Before class, copy TE 12-6 on cardstock and cut apart so each student will 
have bookmark.

The Bible says God was with Joseph 
every step of the way, even when 
he was experiencing bad times and 
difficult situations. We often have 
the wrong idea that bad things won’t 
happen when we love God, but that’s 
just not true. God is in control and 
always with us, even in the hardest 
of times. God’s Word is filled with 
verses to remind us He is in control 
when we are facing difficult situations. But it helps to know we are 
not alone. Difficult situations are just that—difficult. We live in a 
world where there are bad people who do wrong things. Distribute 
the bookmark from TE 12-6 and fine tipped markers to the students. Allow 
them to decorate the backside of the bookmark. But God’s Word is filled 
with verses to remind us of His power and control. Read the verses 
from the bookmark. We can use these verses to help us follow Joseph’s 
example and remain faithful to God.

APPLY IT
Display TE 10-11 and review the application verse with the students. We 
cannot save ourselves from the 
punishment of sin—only Jesus can. 
His grace is greater than our sin. 
When we trust in what Jesus did 
and not in our own goodness, we 
receive God’s gift of forgiveness. 
How often do we need grace? 
Encourage response. We need it every 
day, because we sin every day. God’s 
grace is not just for one time of 
salvation; every day God gives us His 
grace by loving and forgiving us.

Display TE 10-9 and then add TE 10-10c to it. Our word for the day is 
trust. What do you think it means to trust? Encourage response. Trust 
is the strong belief in someone or something. God is completely 
trustworthy. He created us, He knows the future, He is completely 
wise, and He will do what is best for us. The more we get to know 
God, the more we will trust Him. When we read in the Bible about 
His great power and wisdom, we learn to trust Him. When we learn 
to rely on Him, we put our faith in Him and trust Him to help and 
guide us. Many times we put our trust in the things we do without 
God and we rely only on our own selves. It is better to put our trust 
in the things we do with God and rely on His plan. Trusting God can 
be hard when bad things happen, but we can count on God to keep 
His Word and help us. No matter what happens, we can trust God 
is in control. Display the rope to the students. Explain that when you hold 
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Items Needed:
•  TE 12-6 (one copy/

four students)
• Cardstock
• Fine-tipped markers
• Scissors

Items Needed:
• TE 10-9
• TE 10-10c
• TE 10-11
• Rope

TE 12-6

TE 10-9

TE 10-10c

TE 10-11



the rope up over your head, they are to jump up and down as they say the 
application verse. When you bring the rope down, they are to freeze in a fun 
position, but continue saying the verse. They must watch the rope to know 
what to do.

LIVE IT
Joseph led a roller coaster of a life. His father loved him greatly, but 
his brothers hated him enough to sell 
him. But God remained in control of 
Joseph’s life. It was evident that God 
was with Joseph and was blessing 
him. Even Potiphar realized it and 
he put Joseph in charge of all that 
he owned. God was with Joseph 
and He is with us too. In fact, He has promised to never leave us 
(Hebrews 13:5). God is the main character in this story, not Joseph. 
Without God, Joseph’s life would probably have been very different. 
The same is true for us. When we allow God to be in control of our 
lives, He is honored and glorified. He promises to take the bad 
things in our lives and make something good out of them. The bad 
things that happen are not good, but God is so powerful He can turn 
things around and work good out of them. Reread Romans 8:28 to the 
students. Have students refer to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. 
Your Next Step is to trust God to be in control of your life. Close in 
prayer, and thank God for being in control of every area of our lives. Ask Him 
to help us remember to trust Him when facing difficult situations.
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Items Needed:
• Field Notes 12

Field Notes 12

Take Note:
Splink is a simple way to link your family together spiritually. Through FREE 
weekly emails packed with ideas, Splink helps you and your family engage in 
conversation. Whether it’s making memories or having fun together, Splink 
allows you to capture those teachable moments to impress spiritual truths 
and life lessons on your kids. No matter where you are, there’s always time to 
Splink!

Sign up for Splink at D6family.com/Splink.



God Can Use 
Bad for His Good

February 28, 2021 Lesson 13 Text: Genesis 45

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of the 
Bible

This lesson is set several years after Joseph was sold 
into slavery in Egypt. The famine Joseph predicted had 
forced Israel (Jacob) to send his sons to Egypt to try to 
purchase food. Joseph, knowing God sent him to Egypt 
for this purpose, revealed himself to his brothers and 
provided what the family needed. God preserved the 
people He would make into a great nation.

Lesson Objective:
The events of Joseph’s life were part of God’s 
plan to provide for His people. Focus on 
God’s blessings and provision in your life.

Application Verse:
Ephesians 2:8-9

Family Theme:
God Provides for His People

GET STARTED
Option 1

q Bag of lemons

q Sugar

q 3 cups of water

q Pitcher

q Large spoon

q Small cups

q Cutting board

q Knife

q Measuring spoon

Option 2

q TE 13-1

q Scissors

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 13-2
q TE 13-3
q TE 13-4
q TE 13-5

APPLY IT
q TE 10-9

q TE 10-10d

q TE 10-11

q TE 11-5

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 13

q Crayons

Bible Basics:
Review 2 Timothy 3:16, 1 John 4:9b, Luke 6:35-36, Titus 1:2, and Ephesians 2:8-9 with 
the students.
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GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

For this activity, you will make lemonade in class 
to relate how 
bitter things 

can actually turn into something good. 
You are only giving the students a taste, 
so not much is needed. You may want to 
have several lemons already squeezed 
to save time. Cut a few lemons into 
several wedges (be sure to keep the 
knife out of the students’ reach) and ask 
for volunteers to taste the lemons. Is 
it sweet, sour, or bitter? Encourage 
response. Have you ever heard the 
expression, “When life gives you 
lemons, make lemonade?” Encourage 
response. Do any of you know what it 
means? Encourage response. Lemons 
can be sour or bitter, but when sugar 
is added, it turns into something 
good. Then, make the lemonade, letting 
students help pour ingredients into the pitcher and stir. Then, pour small 
amounts into the cups for tasting.

This reminds me of today’s lesson. Life had been pretty sour or bad 
for Joseph. What are some bad things that happened to Joseph? 
Allow time for the students to respond. Today we’re going to see how 
God blessed Joseph and turned something bad into something good.

Before class, cut apart the pictures from TE 13-1. 
Do any of you 
know what 

blessings are? Encourage response. 
Blessings are good things that can 
bring us happiness and joy. Today 
we’re going to talk about the many 
blessings God gives us. In fact, let’s 
play a game to guess some of these 
blessings.

Have a student to come to the front. Choose a card and show everyone 
except for the student at the front. He or she will ask questions that can be 
answered with a yes or no. (Am I a person? Am I an animal? Am I bigger 
than a pillow? Can I eat this? Can I wear this? etc.) You may need to give the 
student suggestions at first. Allow him or her two guesses of what is on the 
card before looking at the card. Repeat the activity as time permits. If there 
are leftover cards, display them, and talk about the many good things we have 
that bring us joy!

Today we’re going to talk about some good blessings God gave to 
Joseph and his family.
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Take Note:
The lemonade recipe used in 
this activity is: 3 cups of water 
for 3 squeezed lemons and 4-5 
tablespoons of sugar.

Option 1
Items Needed:
• Bag of lemons (some 
for tasting and some for 
juicing)
• Sugar
• 3 cups of water
• Pitcher
• Large spoon
• Small cups
• Cutting board
• Knife
• Measuring spoon

Option 2
Items Needed:
• TE 13-1
• Scissors

TE 13-1



STUDY THE WORD
For today’s lesson, we will learn the rest of Joseph’s story and how 
God blessed and provided for him 
and his entire family. Jacob gathered 
his sons together. He said, “There is 
no food because it has not rained in 
a very long time! All the crops have 
died. But there is food in Egypt. You 
must go to Egypt and buy food or 
we will not live. ” So, all the brothers, except for Benjamin, left to 
go to Egypt. Jacob would not let Benjamin go because he was the 
youngest son and now Jacob’s favorite, since he thought Joseph had 
died. Jacob was afraid something bad would happen to Benjamin.

Finally, the other brothers arrived in Egypt. Display TE 13-2. They 
asked to see the person in charge of the food. The brothers did not 
recognize Joseph, but he recognized them.

Joseph was concerned when he did not see Benjamin, his little 
brother, with the others. He wanted to see his younger brother, so 
he asked about the rest of their family. One brother said, “We are all 
brothers. There are 12 of us, the sons of one man in Canaan, named 
Jacob. The youngest is with our father, and one is no more. ” Joseph 
said, “Prove it to me. Go home and get your other brother. I will keep 
Simeon as my prisoner until you return with him. ”

The brothers were sad and upset and blamed each other for what 
was happening because of what they did to Joseph. The brothers 
went home, except for Simeon, and they told their father what had 
happened. When they ran out of food again, Jacob agreed to let 
Benjamin go with the brothers even though he didn’t want to let him. 
Jacob gave the brothers gifts and lots of money to give the Egyptian 
ruler so he would give them food in return. The brothers returned to 
Egypt.

Display TE 13-3. Upon their arrival, Joseph had the palace manager of 
his house sit them down and prepare a lunch for them. Also, Simeon 
was brought out to them. The brothers were given water to wash 
their feet. Joseph was treating his family with kindness.

When Joseph entered the room, the brothers gave him the gifts from 
their father and bowed down before him.

“How is your father? Is he still alive? Is he well?” Joseph asked the 
brothers. “He is in good health; he is still alive, ” they answered. 
When he saw Benjamin, he asked, “Is this your younger brother 
you told me about?” Joseph was so happy to see Benjamin alive 
and well. After speaking with Benjamin, Joseph was so overcome 
with emotion that he left the room to cry. Finally, Joseph washed his 
face and returned to the room. Just because Benjamin was alive did 
not mean the brothers loved him. Joseph wanted wanted to know 
the brothers didn’t mistreat Benjamin, so he decided to test them. 
Joseph gave his brothers all the food they needed to feed their 
family. But before the brothers left for home, Joseph took his palace 
manager aside and told him to sneak his special silver cup into 
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Items Needed:
• TE 13-2—TE 13-5

TE 13-2

TE 13-3



Benjamin’s bag. Joseph made it look like Benjamin had stolen the 
cup. Joseph may have wanted to know if the brothers would stand up 
for Benjamin, or if they would be excited to leave Benjamin in Egypt 
to get rid of him like they did Joseph.

While all the brothers were traveling back home, Joseph had the 
palace manager go after the brothers and accuse them of stealing 
Joseph’s special silver cup. Display TE 13-4. And of course he found 
it exactly where he had hidden it—in Benjamin’s bag. The brothers 
were taken back to Egypt and brought before Joseph.

Joseph said only the man who had the cup must stay, the rest were 
free to return to their father. Judah spoke up. He said, “Our father 
will not be able to bear it if Benjamin does not come home. Let me 
take his place. ” Joseph saw the brothers did not treat Benjamin the 
same way they had treated him.

Joseph could no longer hold himself together, and so he made 
everyone leave, except his brothers. Joseph wept so loudly that he 
was heard everywhere in the house. Display TE 13-5. Then Joseph’s 
brothers heard words they never thought they would hear or 
expected. “I am Joseph!”

His brothers couldn’t say a word! They couldn’t believe it! The 
brother they had wanted to kill and sold as a slave was now the 
most powerful man in Egypt besides the Pharaoh. The brothers were 
afraid of what Joseph would do to them. Joseph told them not to be 
upset about what they had done to him, because God had used their 
bad choices to make many good things happen.

God had blessed Joseph and he forgave them.

When Pharaoh heard what happened, he told Joseph to bring his 
whole family to Egypt to live, including their father, Jacob. Pharaoh 
gave Joseph’s family the best land in Egypt and plenty of food. What 
a great reunion it must have been when Joseph saw his father again. 
Joseph trusted God and allowed Him to make something wonderful 
out of something terrible.

DIG DEEPER
Every good and perfect gift is from God. Read James 1:17 to the 
students. Does this mean that we will only have good things in 
our lives? No, God blessed Joseph even though many bad things 
happened to him. What are some bad things that happened to 
Joseph? Encourage response. What are some ways God blessed 
Joseph? Encourage response. What are some ways God blessed Jacob 
and his family? Encourage response. Perhaps our biggest blessing is 
to have a God who wants what is best for us and is able to work out 
circumstances to make that happen. God is a good Father who is 
generous and provides for His children!
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TE 13-4

TE 13-5

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

God’s ability to use both the 
good and the bad in Joseph’s 
life is one of the most powerful 
illustrations that God is the 
Sovereign Lord of all.



APPLY IT
Display TE 10-9 and then add TE 10-10d to it. Our word for the day is 
provides. We learned through the 
story of Joseph that God provides 
for us. What are some ways God 
provided for Joseph? Encourage 
response. Sometimes the way God 
provides is hard for us to understand. 
For example, God provided the 
traders going to Egypt at just the 
right time for Joseph’s brothers to 
decide to sell him rather than kill 
him. God provided the opportunity 
for those same traders to sell Joseph 
to the Pharaoh’s officer, Potiphar. Throughout Joseph’s life, the way 
God provided for him was evident. But through Joseph, God provided 
for others too. How did God provide for Joseph’s family? Encourage 
response. Because of Joseph’s position, God provided food for them 
when it hard to get. God provides for us too. We just have to learn to 
look for the different ways He does so. Display TE 10-11 and review the 
application verse with the students by reading it together. To be saved by 
faith means we believe in what Jesus did for us. We are not trusting 
in something we can do to get our sin taken away because we know 
we can never be good enough to get to Heaven. God made a plan 
to save us through His Son, Jesus. He died for our sin and took the 
punishment we deserved. He is the only way to have eternal life in 
Heaven. Mix up the words from TE 11-5 and place them on a table on one 
side of the room. Line up the students on the opposite side of the room. 
Explain that when you say, “Go,” the first student will run to the table, find the 
first words of the verse, and put the strip at the top of the table before running 
back. The next person in line will then run to the table, find the second set 
of words, and put the strip below the first. Continue the activity until all of 
the words to the verse are in the correct order. Have the class say the verse 
together to end the activity. If you have a large class, divide the students into 
groups and allow each group to have a turn. Encourage the other groups the 
cheer on the group putting the words together.

LIVE IT
Before class, copy Field Notes 13 for each student. Have any of you ever 
ridden a roller coaster? Encourage 
response. That’s what Joseph’s life 
was like—full of ups and downs. 
While his father loved him greatly, his 
brothers did not. In fact, his brothers 
hated him so much that they sold 
him! But throughout the highs and 
lows of his life, God was always with 
Joseph. God blessed Joseph over and over again. Just as God was 
with Joseph, He is with us too. He promises to take the bad things 
in our lives and make good out of them. Distribute Field Notes 13 and 
crayons to the students. Have the students look at the top of the Field Notes. 
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Items Needed:
• TE 10-9
• TE 10-10d
• TE 10-11
• TE 11-5

Items Needed:
• Field Notes 13
• Crayons

TE 10-9

TE 10-10d

TE 10-11

TE 11-5

Field Notes 13
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Blessings are the things that bring joy. Sometimes we think of our 
blessings as things such as food, friends, toys, and other things we 
can see and touch. But some greater blessings are the things we 
cannot see—spiritual blessings. Those are the benefits we have as 
followers of Jesus—His love, His guidance, His forgiveness, and so 
much more. When we go through hard times, it helps to remember 
the times and ways God has taken care of us as well as the blessings 
He has provided. This week, I want you to draw a picture or write 
about a blessing each day. It can be a physical blessing or a spiritual 
blessing. Have students refer to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. 
Your Next Step is to focus on God’s blessings and provision in your 
life. Encourage students to choose a specific time (when they wake up, when 
they get home from school, before bedtime, etc.) to sit down and think about 
how their blessings. End class with prayer thanking God for His blessings. Field Notes 13










