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Do you sometimes miss the forest for the trees?  Do you desire 

spiritual truth that will help you grow spiritually like a tree  planted in 

good soil?  Dr. Matthew Sleeth, MD has written a unique and     

fascinating topical bible study tracing the significance of trees in the 

bible.  His book, Reforesting Faith: What Trees Teach Us About 

the Nature of God and His Love for Us, will be the adult bible 

study for our spring semester. Here’s a snapshot: “We’ve mostly 

missed how God has chosen to tell His story–and ours–through the 

lens of trees. There’s a tree on the first page of Genesis and the 

last page of Revelation. The Bible refers to its wisdom as a Tree of 

Life (Proverbs 3:18). Every major Biblical character has a tree    

associated with them. Jesus himself says he is the true vine (John 

15:1). A tree was used to kill Jesus–and a tree is the only thing the 

Messiah ever harmed. This is no accident. When we subtract trees 

from Scripture, we miss lessons of faith necessary for our growth.”   

Please sign up by emailing Pastor Rick directly (rick@fumcbryan.org) and he will order your 

book.  This bible study is open to all adults, but please sign up in advance.  

Legacy: How an Ordinary Life Can Make an 

Eternal Difference 

Join the Women at 

the Well on Thursdays 

at noon at C&J’s on 

Texas Avenue for this 

bible study. Join a 

very    casual study as 

we draw closer to 

God, to each other, and to the call that God has 

placed on each of our lives. For more             

information, please email Pastor Jen at 

jen@fumcbryan.org  

First Family Dinner and Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study Begins January 15  
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CLERGY 

STAFF 

  Head Custodian       Custodians 
  Hosea Morriel         Rocio Hitt      
          Josh Sweed 

Prayer Requests 

Erma Ingram, Daphne Eller, Hal Fellows, Ola Mae Davis,  

Ray Anthony, Mary House, Mary McDonald, Mac McDonald, Jack Gressett, 

Kitty Harrington, Sue Futrell, Ben Balke, Shirley Anderson, Bob Prock,          

and Edna Irick 

12/17/2019 7:00 PM Family Group (Al Anon) 

12/18/2019 5:30 PM Youth Christmas Party 

12/20/2019 7:00 PM Annie Moses Band Concert 

12/24/2019  Church Office Closed - Christmas 

12/27/2019 9:00 AM Church Office - Limited Hours 

12/28/2019 9:00 PM Hispanic Ministry - Vigil 

12/29/2019 2:00 PM 8th Annual FUMC BRYAN, Jeff Hobbs, Benefit, Ping Pong 
Tournament 

12/30/2019 9:00 AM Church Office - Limited Hours 

12/31/2019  Church Campus Closed 

1/5/2020 11:00 AM Mission Lunch - Soup for the Soul 

1/5/2020 2:00 PM Worship - Crestview Retirement Center/Arbor Oaks 

1/6/2020 6:00 PM Staff Parish Relations Committee 

1/6/2019 6:30 AM Open Door - Road to Recovery Dinner 

1/7/2020 9:00 AM UMW - General Mtg. 

1/7/2020 7:00 PM Family Group (Al Anon) 

1/10/2020 8:00 AM Meals of Love 

1/12/2020 11:00 AM 2nd. Sunday Luncheon 

1/13/2020 6:00 PM Service-Mission Team 

1/14/2020 7:00 PM Family Group (Al Anon) 

1/15/2020 5:30 PM First Family Dinner 

1/19/2020 8:30 AM Confirmation Church Visit 

1/19/2020 4:00 PM Discover membership 

1/20/2020  Church Closed / Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday 

1/20/2020 6:00 PM Board of Trustees 

1/21/2020 2:00 PM ASK Training 

1/21/2020 7:00 PM Family Group (Al Anon) 

1/22/2020 5:30 PM First Family Dinner 

1/24/2020 8:00 AM Meals of Love 

1/24/2020 6:30 PM Boy Scout Troop 977 Lock-In 

1/26/2020 3:00 PM LEAD Institute 

1/27/2020 6:00 PM Endowment Committee 

1/28/2020 7:00 PM Family Group (Al Anon) 

1/29/2020 5:30 PM First Family Dinner 

On the Horizon... 

FUMC Campus will be closed December 24th-26th and  

December 31st-January 1st. 

Office hours for December 27th and 30th are 9:00 AM-12:00 PM 



Page 3 Vol. LXI, No. 1                                                             www.fumcbryan.org                                                                              

Upcoming Events 

Awakening Downtown  

January 14 – March 24, 2020 

Tuesday mornings 10:00 am to 12:00 pm OR  

Tuesday evenings 6:00 pm to 8:00pm 

Books need to be ordered soon!  RSVP to Natalie at:   

natalie.patterson@fumcbryan.org 

If you prefer to order your own book:   https://www.lifeway.com/en/
product/god-of-covenant-bible-study-book-P005794454 



Church News 
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Howdy! 

       My name is Lanny and my life 

has been radically changed by God’s 

grace, mercy and unfailing love.  My 

life’s journey has had many losses, 

but God has transformed my heart 

and used my trails for his glory.  After a long road to 

finding the Lord and overcoming my own personal   

addictions and poor life choices, I have a new mission 

and calling.  I want others to know the love of Jesus 

and find the road that leads to a new life.   

     After much prayer and discernment, I, along with 

other faithful church members, have created and will 

be offering a new biblical ministry called OPEN DOOR: 

A ROAD TO RECOVERY.  Inspired by the Celebrate 

Recovery curriculum since 1991, I would like to       

personally invite you along with our team to join us as 

we kick off this new ministry on January 6, 2020 at 

6PM in the FUMC Bryan Heritage Room.  We will 

have dinner and worship to celebrate what God has 

done and continues to do in the lives of all. 

  OPEN DOOR A ROAD TO RECOVERY, every  

Monday from 6 pm to 8 pm beginning January 13, 

2020.  Meeting room is still TBD. 

3 KEY purposes: 

1. To teach you what God’s word says about our 

 life choices that can cause life hurts, habits and 

 addictions in many forms. 

2. To help you as an individual to have a  personal 

 relationship with God. 

3. To help you cultivate a real intimate             

 relationship with another human being 

 who knows where you’ve been and assist you 

 on a road to recovery by using God’s words 

 and life principles. 

Open Door believes the “KEY” to LIFE is a relationship 

with Jesus.  Wherever people long for a way, wherever 

broken hearts need hope, the Bible will lift readers up 

and show them how to walk, step by attainable step on 

a path of healing and liberty from the hurts, hang-ups 

and habits that hold them back.  Welcome to a true 

amazing spiritual experience. 

2 Timothy 3:16 (NLT)  All Scripture is inspired by God 

and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us 

realize what is wrong in our lives.  It corrects us when 

we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 

 

Project Glory:  

Roof Replacement 2019 

This week consists of coating of roof areas and final 
details being accomplished which consists of coating 
around all roof projections and curbs. The last detail 
to be accomplished will be the flashing above where 
the coating stops. 

• CR Systems are slowly removing equipment 
 from the jobsite. 

•  Downspouts for the gutters are in progress. 
 CR Systems will check the storm drain to 
 downspout connection and test to make sure 
 there is positive drainage. 

The final walkthrough is expected to be completed by 
December 22nd! 

Open 

Door 

love. witness. serve. 
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Missions & Evangelism 

ADVENT/CANDLELIGHT OFFERING 2019 
Because of our building repair issues this year Candlelight to        
Bethlehem could not happen but we still want to provide the Christmas 
blessings we have provided in the past for several organizations and 
have combined the Candlelight Fundraiser with the annual Advent  
Offering request.  Be generous! 

This 2019 Advent/Candlelight Offering will be divided evenly between 
Elder Aid, Crestview Affordable Housing, and the A&M Wesley      
Foundation. 

End of Year Donations 

The church office will be open 
from 9 am-noon on Dec 27th and 
Dec 30th.  According to IRS   
regulations, your donations must 
be either received or post 

marked by 12/31/19 to be applied to the 2019 
calendar year.  Please be mindful of church   
office hours during the holiday.  The church    
office will be closed Dec. 24th-26th, Dec. 31st 
and Jan. 1st. 

Mercado de  

The Mexico Mission 

team wants to invite you 

to check out “Mercado 

de Mexico”. Special 

items that were hand 

made by Mayan women 

in and around Valladolid, 

MX have purchased to 

help support the women 

and children in this area 

as they are the primary caregivers for their    

families. Many of the husbands and fathers work 

outside of town. Your support helps support both 

the women and our Mexico Mission trip. Check 

out some of the beautiful pieces of art and     

jewelry displayed in the church  office. We are 

also taking orders for hand-made maroon      

earrings as we ask a special request for these 

Aggie inspired earrings!  For more information, 

please contact Jennifer Webber at 

jen@fumcbryan.org. 
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Adult Ministries  
 

Welcome to a New Year, with 

a new start and possibilities. 

It’s a human thing to want to 

be better and to reach for 

more. We are created in the 

image of God. And maybe 

that’s our problem—reaching. 

When our ancestors reached 

for the forbidden fruit. It   

wasn’t an apple they were 

reaching for. They were 

reaching for equality with 

God. We’ve been doing it  

ever since. That’s the        

essence of sin—not trusting 

in the trustworthy goodness 

of God. We were made to bow before God. That’s the one place where 

we discover that God was reaching for us all along. That’s who Jesus 

is—the one who reaches us, right where we are. He restores His image 

in us and remakes us into the people He created us to be in the first 

place.  

Philippians: 2:5–11 

Have the same mind in you that was in Christ Jesus, who being in very 

nature God did not consider equality with God something to be grasped 

but made himself nothing. And taking on the very nature of a servant, 

being made in  human likeness and found in the appearance of a man, 

he humbled himself and become obedient to death, even death on a 

cross. Therefore God highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 

above every name; that at the name of Jesus, every knee will bow in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father. 

Jesus saves us from the broken patterns of this world and transforms 

us by the renewing of our minds. He transforms our mind, which is the 

innermost place of our lives where our affections and dispositions and 

aspirations live. This is where our character is formed and transformed. 

What if we started out this year on our knees, being reminded of the 

mercy, grace, and faithfulness of God? What if we gave up on reaching 

for the stars and found ourselves bowing before the one true and living 

God? What if we renewed our faith in Jesus and the power of the Holy 

Spirit? What if we began this year with repentance and reset our minds, 

hearts and lives with the things that matter most? 

Awaken to the Glory of the Lord and Be Transformed! 

 

 

“Be diligent to present yourself 

approved to God, a worker who 

does not need to be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the word of truth.” 

II Timothy 2:15 NKJV 

Saturday, February 8, 2020 

8:30 to 4:00 

Saturday, February 15, 2020 

8:30 to 4:00 

COST:  $40 by January 17, then 

 $50 until January 24 

MISSION OF THE CHURCH: 

TO MAKE DISCIPLES FOR     

JESUS CHRIST FOR THE 

TRANSFORMATION OF THE 

WORLD 

Who Should Attend? 

God is calling each of us to be 

witnesses who proclaim the   

presence and power of God 

through all that we are and all that 

we do. Listen! Is God calling you 

to a new way of service and    

asking you to be a local church 

lay servant or certified lay       

servant? 

For a Registration Form  

Contact Natalie Patterson: 

natalie.patterson@fumcbryan.org 

UNITED           

METHODIST 

CHURCH               

Of the West District 

LAY SERVANT 

SCHOOL 
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Student & Family Ministries 

.



506 East 28th Street 
Bryan, TX 77803 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

www.fumcbryan.org 
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Leadership Training  

for All  

Church Leaders 

Hosted by the West District 

Rev. Allen Stanton is the   
Executive Director of the 
Turner Center at Martin 
Methodist College, where he 
focuses on supporting rural 
churches to become leaders 
in community transformation. 


