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FUSION Teaching Guide for adults is part of the D6 EveryDay Curriculum 
for all ages. Encompassing everyone in the family from preschool through 
adults, D6 EveryDay Curriculum meets learners where they are and points 
them toward spiritual maturity through the systematic study of God’s Word. 
D6 EveryDay Curriculum provides a three-year study of the story of the Bible, 
helping lead the entire family to interact around the same biblical theme each 
week. Th is whole-family approach to Bible study helps parents fulfi ll the man-
date of Deuteronomy 6 (D6) to teach their children the Word of God.

FUSION Teaching Guide and its companion publications, Fusion Teaching 
Resources, Fusion Family and Fusion Next Devotional Magazines, and Parent 
Page are the arm of D6 EveryDay Curriculum for adults.

D6 EveryDay FUSION Teaching Guide features:

Variety! Every quarter includes lessons from both the Old and New Testa-
ments. Th ere will occasionally be topical lessons that reinforce and enhance the 
Old or New Testament lessons.

Apologetics! Teachers and learners alike will fi nd tools to help them explain 
and defend key Christian doctrines.

Lesson Objective! Every lesson includes an objective that identifi es what you 
want learners to take away from the lesson.

Bible Basics! Th ese brief notes help teachers, parents, and students develop 
deeper biblical literacy by discussing and memorizing important truths every 
believer should know.

Zoom In notes! Th ese notes help teachers, parents, and students develop a 
biblical worldview. Along with the Bible Basics notes, Zoom In helps learners 
see the world through the lens of Scripture.

How It Fits! Th ese brief notes help teachers, parents, and students see how 
the entire Bible fi ts together by showing how each lesson fi ts in the big picture 
of God’s plan.

Teaching Tips! Teacher training in bite-sized nuggets helps you make your 
lessons more interesting and eff ective.

 Welcome to the new D6 EveryDay Curriculum
FUSION Teaching Guide from Randall House!
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D6 Digital! D6 curriculum is available in a digital format! Go to
randallhouse.com or call 800.877.7030 for more information.

SG LG
Icons indicate how the lesson may be customized for a small 
group (SG) or large group (LG) format.

D6 EveryDay Curriculum lessons are built around fi ve import-
ant steps:

Get Started—Th is opening activity helps capture the learners’ attention and 
answers the question, Where is this lesson going?

Study the Word—What does the Bible say? Th is section answers this ques-
tion by digging into the biblical text and explaining it in ways both teachers 
and group members can understand.

Dig Deeper—Th ese notes provide more information for the teacher. Th ey 
address issues like cultural background, historical context, theological impor-
tance, or other complementary biblical teachings.

Apply It—What diff erence does all this make in my life? Apply It helps learn-
ers see how the biblical truths they have just heard fi t into everyday life. Each 
Apply It section includes at least one thought-provoking question to help you 
spark a meaningful discussion.

Live It—Th e fi nal section in each lesson answers the question, What now? Live 
It encourages learners to take practical steps to apply the biblical principles 
they have learned. Th is is the perfect lead-in to each week’s daily devotions in 
Fusion Family and Fusion Next magazines. Th ese weekly, six-day Bible studies 
reinforce the theme adults studied on Sunday, allowing God to continue speak-
ing to them from His Word each day.

 More Fusion Resources

FUSION Teaching Resources provide tools that help teachers communicate 
eff ectively: a FUSION Teaching Guide, teaching outlines, follow-along student 
outlines, reproducible handouts, full-color posters, Parent Page, and more. 
FUSION Teaching Resources also include instructions for obtaining download-
able PowerPoint presentations plus the teaching outline for each lesson. (Th e 
teaching outline is also available as a downloadable Word document you can 
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customize. To download the Teaching Outlines go to: www.D6Teacher.com. 
Password: FUTU6312.)

Fusion Family & Fusion Next Devotional Study Guides 
The Devotional Study Guides for Fusion (Fusion Family and Fusion Next) 

provide a preview of the major truths of each week’s lessons and follow with 
Monday through Friday devotions to reinforce the lesson’s biblical principles. 
Teens and adults will study the same devotional passage each day, facilitating 
conversations about God’s Word. Journal prompts each week can help those 
who enjoy journaling as a part of Bible study. The Bible Basics feature bibli-
cal literacy, encouraging every reader to know God’s Word better. In addition, 
readers enjoy great articles and columns on issues relevant to daily life. Because 
both devotional study guides share the same daily Bible readings and devotions 
(as well as many articles), your group members can choose the magazine they 
prefer and everyone will still be studying together.

Fusion Family is for those who have children in their homes. The daily de-
votions address every member of the family. Learners can do these devotions 
alone in a quiet time or at the breakfast table with the family. Devotions include 
questions for both teens and elementary-age children. Each week, the devo-
tions feature further discussion questions and a family activity to teach the 
biblical theme, along with a simple learning activity for those with preschool-
ers. Unique articles will focus on parenting, and many include dinner table 
discussion questions to help the family discuss important issues.

Fusion Next is a devotional study guide for adults whose children are grown. 
Fusion Next includes many of the best features of Fusion Family, but it is target-
ed toward those with no children living in their households. It addresses their 
needs while challenging them to be involved in generational discipleship from 
a different perspective. Every magazine includes “Pop’s Page,” written specif-
ically for grandparents with suggestions for activities to share in the spiritual 
instruction of their grandchildren.

Parent Page
The Parent Page is a resource to help parents and grandparents discuss the 

truths of each lesson with their children or grandchildren at home. It includes 
the key truths of the lesson, the lesson objective, how the lesson fits in the story 
of the Bible, Bible Basics notes to develop biblical literacy, discussion starter 
questions, activities for different age groups, and notes to help families dis-
cuss important truths from the lesson. Give copies of this page to parents and 
grandparents and encourage them to use it at home each week. Parent Page is 
also available for FREE download at www.D6home.com.
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Splink is a simple way to link your family together spiritually. Th rough FREE 
weekly emails packed with ideas, Splink helps you and your family engage in 
conversation. Whether it’s making memories or having fun together, Splink 
allows you to capture those teachable moments to impress spiritual truths 
and life lessons on your kids. No matter where you are, there’s always time to 
Splink! Sign up for Splink at D6family.com/Splink.

Are you on Facebook? Join the D6 Curriculum Teachers group, a place of 
community for you to share stories, ask questions, get advice, and engage in 
conversations with other D6 curriculum teachers.

Check out more resources (including training videos) at d6family.com/
d6curriculum. To order call 800-877-7030 or an affi  liate bookstore.

Exodus
Th e opening lessons of the quarter will examine some later events from Ex-

odus,  including God’s giving of the Ten Commandments, Israel’s idolatry with 
the golden calf, and the assembly of the Tabernacle.

James
Th ree lessons from James will explore how we are to handle trials and temp-

tation, how genuine faith leads to action, and what it means to live as God 
would have us to.

Joshua/Judges/Ruth
Th e fi nal six lessons from these books will explore how God helped the

Israelites begin to take the land He had promised them, Israel’s cycle of dis-
obedience and the judges God raised up to deliver them, and the picture of the 
kinsman-redeemer from Ruth.

In Th is Teaching Guide
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Christianity is about more than going to church and living a good moral life. 
Being a Christian is about having a vibrant personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ. Every Sunday School teacher or Bible study leader should want to see 
each of his or her learners enter into this relationship—their eternal destiny 
depends on it. As you work toward this goal, keep the following in mind:

• Following Christ is about more than a mere decision; it is about a lifelong 
relationship. Jesus called us to make disciples, not mere decision-makers. 
Aim for long-term faith, not momentary emotion.  

• Salvation is a matter of grace, not works. Our works do not save us (Ephe-
sians 2:8-9), nor do they keep us (Galatians 3:2-6). Good works are a 
product of salvation, not a prerequisite to it.  

• Don’t confuse sanctifi cation with salvation. Holiness follows salvation; it 
doesn’t precede it. Don’t try to impose “Christian” expectations on men 
and women who don’t know Christ.  

Keep it simple. Being born again is not complicated. Here’s a simple way to 
explain it:  

• Acknowledge your sinfulness and your need for a Savior (Romans 
3:10, 23).  

• Trust in Christ’s sacrifi ce for your sins and in His resurrection (Romans 
10:9-10).

• Surrender your life to God’s transforming power (Romans 12:1-2).  

Most of all, remember that your job is to tell the truth in a way others can 
understand, answer their questions, and give them an opportunity to respond.
If you do that faithfully, some will respond and join the band of Christ-
followers. When they do, Heaven will rejoice!  

Leading Adults to Christ
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FAMILY THEME
God Requires Holy Living

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners understand that God gave 
ten foundational commands that 
show us how to relate to God and 
to other people. We live out these 
commands out of love for God and 
people.

STUDY TEXT
Exodus 20:1-21

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 1-1
(poster) 

q	 FTE 1-2
(teaching out-
line) 

q	 FTE 1-3
(student outline)  

q	 FTE 1-4
(handout)

q	 FTE 1-5
(#teenfeed) 

q	 PP-1
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
• God’s Commands Show Us How to Love and Respect God.
• God’s Commands Show Us How to Love and Respect People.
• Reverence for God Helps Keep Us From Sin.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to go over the following question and answer 
each day this week and to work with family members to do so as well. 
Where are the Ten Commandments found in the Bible? Answer: The 
Ten Commandments can be found in Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5. 
(Learners can find this Bible Basics note on the FTE 1-3 student out-
line you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set about seven weeks after the Exodus from Egypt in 
1446 BC when God began to give the people His laws to live by.
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Use one of the Get 
Started options to 
capture attention 

and get this lesson 
started.

Display the FUSION 
Teaching Essential 

1-1 (“Laws to Live and 
Love By”) poster.

Option 1: Begin by writing the word Reverence on 
the marker board. Ask your learners how they would 
defi ne this word. An example could be: Deep respect 
that causes us to honor and obey. Aft er discussion, 
say: God wanted the Israelites to love and obey Him 
and be an example to other nations. Today we will see 
how He taught them reverence and gave them rules to 
live by that would be in their best interests and point 
others to God.

Option 2: Begin by asking the group to give exam-
ples of contracts, covenants, or agreements people 
enter into in our culture. (Marriage vows and cov-
enant; cell phone contracts; construction contracts; 
etc.) What are some of the stipulations we agree to 
abide by in these agreements? (Loyalty to a spouse 
until death parts us; to pay a certain amount of 
money each month for certain services or goods; to 
off er certain services for a set compensation) What 
are some of the penalties we might incur if we do not 
honor these agreements? Aft er discussion, say: God 
wanted the Israelites to love and obey Him and be an 
example to other nations. Today we will see how He 
asked them to follow and obey the covenant He made 
with them.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 1-1

Study the WordLG

Th e fi rst fi ve books of the Bible form what we com-
monly call the Pentateuch. We can also call them the 
books of Moses, who wrote or compiled nearly every-
thing in them. In Genesis he informed or reminded 
the people of Israel of their history, where they had 
come from. In Exodus, he described the way God

TEACHING TIP:
Encourage your 

learners to do more 
than merely hear 

what God’s Word has 
to say. Help them 

plan how to put it into 
practice.
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delivered them out of their bondage in Egypt. They 
had picked up many “bad habits” in Egypt. They 
needed to understand more clearly what God ex-
pected of them. In Exodus 20 we find the summit of 
God’s Law, the Ten Commandments. Jesus summa-
rized all the Law of Moses in two commands: Love 
God and love your neighbor as yourself (Matthew 
22:37-40). These two commands covered everything. 
That passage in turn looks to Deuteronomy 6:5 and 
Leviticus 19:18.

God’s Commands Show Us 
How to Love and Respect God
(Exodus 20:1-11)

God began by establishing His own identity for Isra-
el (verse 2): I, being the Lord your God, who delivered 
you . . . . In light of His being their delivering God, 
He required certain behaviors from His delivered 
people, all of which were in their best interest.

In verse 2, Israel was to have no other gods before 
or besides Jehovah God. Nothing, no other entity—
spiritual or material—could occupy the place only 
God deserves. This was not just putting God in first 
place in a list of gods, but recognizing God alone as 
deity and the only one to be worshiped.

In verses 3-6, they were not to make or worship 
idols. The idolatrous practices of the Egyptians and 
other nations of that time involved the deified forces 
of nature. They often represented those deities with 
images of animals or other elements of the natural 
world. God was not against representational art, be-
cause He instructed Moses to incorporate certain 
forms of art into the Tabernacle (Exodus 26). How-
ever, He specifically excluded any sort of physical 
representation that would misrepresent His true na-
ture or attract worship that was rightfully His.

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 1-2 teach-
ing outline can be 
used as a guide for 
teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 
users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/
fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6312.)

FTE 1-2

Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching Es-
sential 1-3 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with.

FTE 1-3
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In verse 7, Israelites were told to be careful how 
they used God’s name. Improper use of God’s name 
invokes His being and character in thoughts or ac-
tivities unworthy of His involvement.

In verse 8, God commanded Israel to keep the 
Sabbath day holy by rememberring it. Verses 9-11 
explained how remembering the Sabbath would 
work out. First, it was to be set apart, holy, and dif-
ferent from other days. Humanity’s labor, exercising 
dominion over the earth, was to stop for the Sabbath. 
The pattern was to follow the rhythm set in Genesis 
1, six on and one off. This same pattern would later 
establish the Sabbath years and the years of jubilee.

In verses 2-7, God gave instructions on how to re-
late to Him, the redeeming God. He alone is worthy 
of worship. We should let nothing override or com-
pete with Him in any way. This includes how we wor-
ship, and how we express ourselves. In verses 8-11, 

DIG DEEPER:
What does it mean when verse 5 mentions that 
God is a jealous God? Is not jealousy a sin? Jeal-
ousy, among humans, most often involves want-
ing something that is not ours or not rightfully 
ours. Our neighbor gets a new car or lawnmow-
er, and we find ourselves wanting one too. On 
the other hand, it is not improper to be jealous 
for that which rightfully belongs to us. If I want 
a new car mainly to keep up with my neighbor, 
then I probably have a jealousy issue. On the oth-
er hand, wanting my own car back when some-
one else has stolen it is not an improper attitude. 
We need to keep in mind that God has a right to 
all worship and adoration among His creatures. 
When we misdirect this esteem and affection to 
anything else in the place of God, then we have 
stolen His glory. He is altogether right in jealous-
ly wanting it back.
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He gave instructions on how to relate to the natu-
ral world. The world is not our little plaything to be 
treated however we please. We use it, and function 
within it, as people who are subject to the one Cre-
ator. This involves backing away from our normal 
activities and setting apart a day to live as dependent 
creatures, not as independent agents over the earth.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that because He created and redeemed 
us, we honor God as the Sovereign Lord of all. 
Encourage parents and grandparents to discuss 
this truth with family members at home.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Respect God deeply, making Him our highest pri-
ority and only object of worship.

• What are some things people in our culture con-
sider more important than God? (Pleasure; cer-
tain people; material possessions; careers; etc.)

• How can we demonstrate reverence for God? 
(Seek to know Him; obey Him; worship Him; 
etc.)

God’s Commands Show 
Us How to Love and 
Respect People
(Exodus 20:12-17)

Verse 12, Honor your father and mother, introduc-
es the remainder of the commandments, which all 
seem to focus on our relationships with other people. 
A structured, orderly home where children are ex-
pected to obey is counter to popular culture. But the 
Bible clearly indicates that teaching children to fol-
low rules that reflect morality, order, and diligence 
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will promote their well-being throughout their lives. 
Yet there is more to honoring father and mother than 
obedience. To honor is to have high esteem for some-
one or to act in a way that brings credit upon the one 
we honor. It applies to all ages and stages of life.

DIG DEEPER:
Proper social relationships begin at home. Chil-
dren who do not grow up honoring and respect-
ing their parents rarely turn out to be adults who 
honor and respect others. It is life in the home—
especially the relationship between parents and 
children—that sets the pattern for how children 
will treat others. God knew how important the 
relationship between parents and children would 
be. In fact, He underlined the importance by at-
taching a promise to it: that you may live long 
in the land. Make sure the group understands 
that God had a purpose for establishing Israel in 
the land. He intended to bring into Israel, in the 
land, the Messiah who would provide salvation 
for Israel and the whole world. It was therefore 
crucial that Israel be able to stay in the land. Ne-
glecting the parent-child relationship, especially 
the younger generation’s duty to honor parents, 
would bring about a host of other sinful social 
problems, which would eventually endanger Is-
rael’s presence there. Ezekiel 22:7 and 22:15 in-
dicate that failure to honor parents was one of 
the factors that led to Israel’s exile. Over time, it 
had led to serious spiritual, moral, ethical, and 
political failure.

The next commandment (verse 13) involved mur-
der. Ancient Hebrew had as many as seven differ-
ent words that describe different kinds of killing. 
The word used here was the only one that involved 
premeditation and intent. It was not the word used 
for self-defense against burglars, for governmental 
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executions, or for warfare. God’s prohibition was 
not against self-defense, capital punishment, or war. 
It was specifically against intentional, premeditated 
murder.

Verse 14 prohibited adultery. Adultery destroys 
homes and families. It demolishes relationships as 
surely as any murder. It poisons relationships be-
tween parents and their children, leading to further 
cycles of sin.

Verse 15 warns against stealing. Stealing violates 
God’s sovereignty over His creation. Even beyond 
our own (appropriate) notions of private ownership, 
we must realize that what we call ownership is in fact 
a stewardship. Theft from a human being is also theft 
from God, who has the right to distribute to us as 
He pleases.

Verse 16 moves from the material to the realm 
of truthful communication. Lying is a violation of 
God’s own nature. God is truth. Falsehood is a devi-
ation from the very nature of God.

Finally, verse 17 moves even further from actions 
to intent. Lusting or coveting involves our inner de-
sires and thoughts. If those are not kept under con-
trol, they will eventually lead us to violate one or 
more of the previous commandments.

Few would disagree that if everyone followed 
these commandments, then society as a whole 
would be much better off. Nearly all of us want those 
around us to be faithful, honest, loyal, and respectful 
of each other’s property and relationships. This is an-
other way of stating the Golden Rule—to treat others 
as we would want them to treat us.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Treat the people around us with love and respect.

• How does keeping God’s commandments dem- 
onstrate love and respect for people? (Keeping 
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God’s commands causes us to do what is best 
for people.)

• Why is every person worthy of love and respect? 
(They are created in God’s image; He loves 
them and wants what is best for them; He died 
for them.)

Reverence for God Helps 
Keep Us From Sin
(Exodus 20:18-21)

We find it hard to separate fear from being afraid, yet 
they are not entirely the same thing. Someone who is 
expert at using a power saw has an appropriate fear 
of the tool. He understands the damage it can do and 
handles it accordingly. Those who do not understand 
how to use it properly may be afraid of the noise, not 
understanding whether there is real danger to them 
or not.

Verse 18 tells us that the Israelites were afraid of 
the noise—thunder, lighting, trumpet sound, and 
smoke. They asked Moses to take over using the saw, 
so to speak (verse 19). Moses revealed to them what 
was going on (verse 20): God merely wanted to test 
them. He wanted them to fear Him so they would 
keep themselves from sin. Nevertheless, they kept 
their distance, while Moses walked toward where 
God was appearing (verse 21).

DIG DEEPER
God’s presence on the mountain created quite 
a spectacle. The noise and fire were enough to 
strike fear into the Israelites. Moses told the peo-
ple not to be afraid. Why does God sometimes 
speak with such a demonstration of awesome 
power, while at other times He uses the still small 
voice (1 Kings 19:11-13)? He uses what works best 
to accomplish His purposes. On the mountain, 
the people of Israel needed to see God’s power. 
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The Parent Page 
(PP-1) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it at 
home this week.

A proper fear of a power saw will keep us from us-
ing it carelessly or in a dangerous fashion. A proper 
fear of God will keep us from treating His grace and 
mercy carelessly. His commands are not designed 
to “kill our fun,” as unbelievers may claim. Instead, 
they are for our own good and happiness. We will 
never be happier than when we are living in accor-
dance with God’s law. It refl ects His own nature, the 
nature for which we were made.

Th ey needed to pay attention to this God who re-
deemed them. When it comes to God, fear that 
comes from respect is healthy. Fear that comes 
from terror is not. Respect for who He is (Creator 
and Redeemer) and what He does (loves and pro-
vides for His people) is defi nitely healthy!

APPLY IT  SG LG

Let respect for God’s power motivate us to obey 
Him.

• What characteristic or action of God causes you 
to be in awe of Him?

• How is reverence for God connected to obeying 
Him? (We don’t want to suff er His discipline or 
judgment; we want to please Him.)

PP-1

Live It SG LG

Option 1: Discuss the following, and then encour-
age your group members to demonstrate their love 
for God and for their neighbor in a tangible way this 
week.

Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put the truths 
of this lesson into 
practice.
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Encourage your 
group members to 

complete this week’s 
devotions in Fusion 

Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 

guide, and to discuss 
the devotions with 

family members.  

Give a copy of 
FUSION Teaching 

Essential 1-5 (“#teen-
feed”) to all parents 

of teens. 

• Jesus said all the commandments of the Law 
and the Prophets (including the 10 Command-
ments) hang or depend on loving God above all 
else, and loving our neighbors as ourselves. How 
is that so? (If we love God supremely, we will 
not break the commands that have to do with 
our relationship with Him. Likewise with lov-
ing our neighbors.)

• What will you do this week to demonstrate your 
love for God above all else?

• What will you do this week to demonstrate your 
love for your neighbor?

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 1-4 (“In 
Awe”) to help your group members think about 
God’s power, holiness, and righteousness, and how 
that should motivate us to obey Him. Discuss one of 
the Scriptures and then encourage your learners to 
take steps to more fully obey God out of reverence 
for Him.

Option 3: Ask your learners to consider the follow-
ing:

• Is there anything you have allowed to take pri-
ority over God? (Some selfish desire; a relation-
ship; some pleasure or activity.)

• If so, how will you give God first place in that 
area this week?

FTE 1-4

FTE 1-5
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FAMILY THEME
God Alone Deserves Our Worship

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners understand that the Isra-
elites turned from following God 
to worship idols. We should remove 
from our lives anything that pre-
vents us from giving God the wor-
ship and obedience He alone de-
serves.

STUDY TEXT
Exodus 32:1-35

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 2-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 2-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 2-3
(handout)

q	 PP-2
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
• Idolatry Damages Our Relationship With God.
• Idolatry Leads to Judgment.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to go over the following question and answer each 
day this week and to work with family members to do so as well. What 
does the First Commandment mean? Answer: The First Command-
ment (Exodus 20:3) directs us to worship God only and to glorify Him 
as God. (Learners will find this Bible Basics note on the FTE 2-2 stu-
dent outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set around 40 days after God appeared on Mount Sinai 
to give the Ten Commandments. He had continued to give His law to 
Moses to pass along to the people.
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Use one of the Get 
Started options to 
capture attention 

and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 2-1 teaching 

outline can be used as 
a guide for teaching 

this lesson. Teach-
ing outlines are also 
available as editable 

Word documents. 
Print users can go to
www.d6curriculum.
com/fusion. (Down-

load code: FUTU 
6312.)

Option 1: Begin by asking your group members 
to list various things people make a priority in our 
culture. Discuss which of these are good to have as 
priorities and which are not. Aft er discussion, say: 
People have various priorities in our culture. Today 
we will see why God should be our top priority and 
our only object of worship.

Option 2: Ask the group to describe silly, ridicu-
lous excuses they have heard or given, and then ask 
the following questions about the excuses.

• What was the situation and excuse?
• How well did the excuse work?
• What was the outcome?

Aft er discussion, say: Today we will see how the Is-
raelites sinned by turning to idols, and a ridiculous 
excuse Aaron gave for his part in it.

Get StartedSG LG

Study the WordLG

FTE 2-1

God did not give the Law to Moses during one sin-
gle encounter on the mountain. Chapters 19-24 re-
cord various times Moses went up and down the 
mountain to meet with God and convey His Word 
and commands to the people. In 24:12, God called 
Moses up yet again, and Joshua went part way with 
him. Moses was up on the mountain for 40 days, re-
ceiving the rules for worship. Chapter 32 moves our 
attention from the mountain to the plain, where the 
people began to tire of waiting for Moses.

Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 

FUSION Teaching 
Essential 2-2 student 

outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

FTE 2-2



Lesson 2: The Only One Worthy • 19 

TEACHING TIP: 
Don’t just tell your 
learners what they 
ought to do, teach 
them how to do it as 
well. This will moti-
vate them to do it.

Idolatry Damages Our 
Relationship With God
(Exodus 32:1-14)

The people of Israel saw and heard God’s glory on 
the mountain. They had seen how He delivered them 
from Egypt. In their impatience, however, as they 
waited on Moses to return, they reverted to idolatry. 
In verse 1, they referred to their revered leader Moses 
as this man who led us out of Egypt. In their minds, 
he was gone, and they needed to do something!

Aaron, rather than leading them back to God’s 
path, acquiesced (verses 2-4). We must understand 
that all involved in this were guilty. Yet the elders, 
and especially Aaron, bore a heavier blame. They 
had climbed part way up the mountain with Moses 
and had seen a special manifestation of God (Exodus 
24:9-11). Whatever they saw surely indicated to them 
that no golden calf could represent God!

The calf may have been gold leaf applied over a 
wooden core, or it may have been a mass of gold, 
shaped roughly while hot and then beaten out more 
intricately after it cooled. We must understand that 
this process involved a lot of time. How long did it 
take to decide what to do, to gather the gold, to build 
the furnace, melt the gold, allow it to cool for fur-
ther shaping or application? The point of all this is 
that Aaron and Israel persisted in their disobedience 
over several days. They had lots of time in which to 
reconsider. Waiting is hard, especially for children. 
Today’s study illustrates the dangers of not waiting 
obediently for God. Striking out on our own, just for 
the sake of doing something because we’re tired of 
waiting, can lead to spiritual disaster.

Verses 5-6 describe how Israel then used the gold-
en calf. No doubt some felt they were truly doing 
their religious duty when Aaron announced the next 
day’s festival. They had seen many “gods” in Egypt, 
and their minds easily accepted the addition of oth-
ers alongside the God of Moses. They likely con-
sidered themselves religious rather than rebellious. 
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Nevertheless, religion does not equal obedience. The 
character of their religion came out for all to see af-
ter the sacrifices were done. It was party time! The 
“revelry” in verse 6 indicates drunken dancing, or-
gies, and public indecency. It was true then, and it 
remains true today: what we do is the best indication 
of what we believe.

DIG DEEPER:
Ancient pagans often used certain animals to 
represent certain traits of the gods they chose to 
worship. They especially favored the bull, both in 
Egypt and in Canaan. Bulls represented strength 
and fertility. Worship involving bulls was sup-
posed to ensure that the nation would be strong 
and its population fertile.

It is interesting to compare what Israel said in 
this incident with what Jeroboam said hundreds 
of years later. To keep his subjects in the north-
ern kingdom from going to worship in Jerusalem 
in the southern kingdom, he instituted his own 
government-sanctioned worship, with golden 
calves (1 Kings 12:26-28).

The damage Israel’s idolatry had caused shows 
up in a simple word in verse 7: your people. God 
could no longer call Israel my people. They had not 
just fallen into idolatry. They had been quick to turn 
away. They had ascribed to idols the deliverance God 
had worked for them (verse 8). People who had no 
problem bowing down to idols could not (would not) 
bow their heads to God (verse 9). God was ready to 
wipe them out, right where they were. His promise to 
Abraham would then pass through Moses (verse 10).
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For whom did Moses seek favor from God in 
verse 11? Surely not for himself—God had already 
proposed fulfilling Abraham’s promise through 
Moses. No, he sought favor for his fellow Israelites. 
He reminded God of the deliverance He had al-
ready provided for them so far. He anticipated how 
the Egyptians might misconstrue the events. They 
would mistakenly see God as a force of cruelty—
delivering people only to destroy them later (verse 
12). Moses acted as a priest between Israel and God. 
He interceded to bridge the broken relationship. He 
understood how Israel’s deliverance was not merely 
something God was doing for them. It was instead 
part of the fulfillment of God’s promises to Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, all of whom had been dead for 
hundreds of years (verse 13). God relented, and did 
not wipe out the people (verse 14). Moses provided a 
good example of personal leadership:

• He was humble. He turned down the oppor-
tunity to become the next name in the chain 
of the patriarchs: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and 
Moses.

• He understood that his calling was to deliv-
er, not to discard. He placed himself between 
God and the rebellious people, pleading for fa-
vor for them. His pleas prefigured Paul’s own 
prayer for Israel in Romans 9:3.

• His behavior contrasted greatly with Aaron’s 
craven pandering to Israel’s fearful demands.

It is interesting that in asking for favor for Israel, 
Moses no doubt strengthened his own favor with 

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that God cannot and will not tolerate 
idols because He is the Sovereign Lord of all. He 
alone is worthy of worship. Encourage parents 
and grandparents to discuss this truth with fam-
ily members at home.
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God. His pleading sought God’s glory and good 
reputation among unbelievers. He knew that God’s 
eternal promises to Abraham were at work. God’s 
design extended way beyond what Moses or Israel 
could see at that time, and Moses knew that.

Idolatry is wrong on several levels. First, it is not 
true. There is no God but the God who reveals Him-
self in the Bible. It is not merely an alternative route 
that some people engage in as they wander their way 
to the top of the mountain, searching for God in 
some way. It leads away from God, never to Him.

Idolatry is personally despicable to God because 
it insults Him. God had brought the ten plagues on 
Egypt. He had delivered Israel through the sea. He 
had protected them for centuries. And then, should 
He passively stand by as they told one another, These 
are your gods, O Israel, who delivered you?

DIG DEEPER
We are mistaken if we limit idolatry only to the 
religious worship of statues and carvings. Some 
would say that idolatry is placing anything be-
tween God and us. Another way is to see idol-
atry as a perversion of the worldview we follow. 
When we ascribe to the work of our own efforts 
what God has done, we have gone into idolatry.

Our sinful human nature makes it easy for us to 
put things ahead of God or look to other things to 
satisfy what only God can satisfy. It is good for us to 
regularly examine our lives and rid ourselves of any 
modern day idols that will damage our relationship 
with God.
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Identify and forsake any idols that keep you from 
giving God His rightful place.

• In what ways do idols damage our relationship 
with God? (Hinders closeness with God: blocks 
His blessing; we look for purpose and fulfill-
ment from things that cannot provide it; etc.)

• How can we know when something has become 
an idol to us? (We begin to give it priority over 
God; we look to it, instead of God, to meet our 
needs; etc.)

Idolatry Leads to Judgment
(Exodus 32:15-35)

We may wonder if Moses would have interceded so 
diligently for Israel if he had seen on the mountain 
what he saw as he came down. Joshua, who had gone 
up part way with Moses, thought the commotion in-
dicated a battle. Moses, however, understood it was 
singing (verses 15-18).

In anger, Moses broke the stone tablets with the 
commandments on them (verse 19). The people had 
already broken the commandments, why not the 
tablets on which they were written?

It is unclear whether the next several verses pres-
ent a chronological depiction of what happened or, 
rather, a thematic one. Burning and grinding the 
calf, and then sprinkling the remains in the water 
would have required time, just as it did to prepare 
the calf in the first place (verse 20).

APPLY IT  SG LG

DIG DEEPER
In ordinary Israelite dancing, the sexes did 
not mingle: men danced in a group with oth-
er men, and women danced in a group with 
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Verses 21-24 describe Aaron’s pitiful defense of 
his actions as leader while Moses was away. At first, 
he simply blamed it on the people: you know how 
these people are. Then he even shifted blame toward 
Moses: they didn’t know what had happened to you, 
you were gone so long! Then he fell back on blaming 
circumstances: Well, I told them to pool their gold. 
They did, and next thing we knew, we had a calf!—as 
though God had supernaturally prepared an idol for 
them.

other women. More often than not, women 
danced and sang to celebrate military victories 
(Exodus 15:20-21). Pagan influences introduced 
dancing that brought both sexes together. They 
were designed to foster excess and grossly overt 
sexual practices.

Scripture provides no further explanation 
about why Moses made the people drink the 
water into which the ground up idol had been 
sprinkled. Some think it was simply a final step 
in reducing it to something detestable to the peo-
ple. Some think it may have been to shame the 
people further. It surely kept anyone from being 
tempted to recuperate the gold and work further 
mischief with it.

DIG DEEPER:
It is interesting to note that God provided Aaron 
to assist after Moses’ repeated efforts to excuse 
himself from service (Exodus 4:10-17). If Mo-
ses had willingly assented to God’s instruction, 
Aaron’s role in leadership may have been quite 
different.

Verses 25-26 seem to indicate that not all the 
Levites were happy with the idolatry. Perhaps they 
had been marginalized by the weak leader Aaron 
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or by the threatening crowd. Yet, they responded to 
Moses’ call to action, and 3,000 Israelites died (vers-
es 25-29). We need not think that the 3,000 who died 
(verse 28) were random, innocent victims of reli-
gious extremism. These were likely the ringleaders, 
perhaps those most flagrantly and openly involved 
in the idolatrous excess. We certainly want children 
to understand that their actions have consequences. 
We should also help them learn that those conse-
quences may affect other people as well. Our actions 
have consequences for us and for others.

Why wait until the next day to admonish the 
people (verse 30)? Undoubtedly to give them time 
to recover from the big party and to consider what 
they had done. Some may have had hangovers. Many 
would have been exhausted from the rigorous danc-
ing and revelry.

It is likely that Moses had not fully understood, 
when God first told him, just how seriously the peo-
ple had turned away from God. He went back up the 
mountain in a much more somber mood (verses 31-
32). Still, he dared hope in God’s forgiveness.

God was not one to punish arbitrarily the inno-
cent (Moses), nor to condemn the guilty (Israel). 
Those who had sinned would bear the results of 
their rebellion. Judgment would come (verses 33-35). 
God’s statement in verse 34, however, specifically 
committed God to continuing with the people. He 
did not abandon His delivered people. He would 
punish, yes, but not in a way that wiped them off the 
map as a people.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Avoid idolatry and its dangers by giving God first 
place.

• What is involved in giving God first place? (Giv-
ing priority to spending time with Him in Bi-
ble reading and prayer; submitting to His will 

The Parent Page 
(PP-2) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it 
at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 
password required.)

PP-2
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 

help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 

learned in this lesson.

over our own; giving our time and money to 
support His work; serving God and others; 
etc.)

• How can we keep things we enjoy from becom-
ing idols to us? (Limit how much time we spend 
on the object or activity; submit it to God each 
day; look to God to fulfi ll us rather than the 
idol; etc.)

Live ItSG LG

Option 1: Discuss the following:

• Which modern day idol could become an idol to 
you if you are not careful?

• What will you do to keep it from becoming an 
idol to you?

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 2-3 (“Idol 
Checkup”) to help your group members check for 
any idol infl uence in their lives. Let them complete 
the handout and then discuss it together. Encourage 
them to confess any idolatry and take steps to set it 
aside.

Option 3: Ask and discuss the following questions 
with your group members.

• How does a close walk with God help keep us 
from idolatry?

• What can you do this week to help you walk 
closely with God?

Encourage group members to take steps this week to 
walk closely with God.

Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 

Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 

and to discuss the 
devotions with family 

members at home.

FTE 2-3
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FAMILY THEME 
God Is Holy 

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners understand that God is 
holy. He is distinct and without sin. 
We are to strive to be holy just as He 
is holy.

STUDY TEXT
Exodus 15:11; Psalm 86:8-10; 
1 Samuel 2:2-3; Isaiah 6:1-6

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 3-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 3-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 3-3
(handout)

q	 PP-3
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
• God Is Set Apart From All Others.
• God Is Pure and Without Sin.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to memorize Hebrews 11:6 this week and to work 
with family members to do so as well. (Learners can find this Bible 
Basics note on the FTE 3-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson proclaims a foundational truth about God found all 
throughout the Bible. God is Holy. His very nature is holiness.
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Use one of the Get 
Started options to 
capture attention 

and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 3-1 teach-

ing outline can be 
used as a guide for 

teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 

users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/

fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6312.)

Option 1: Begin by asking the following questions:

• What does it mean for something to be distinct 
or unique? (Ultimately it is the fact that no oth-
er thing possesses the exact same qualities in 
the exact same fashion.)

• What are some examples of things that are dis-
tinct or unique?

Aft er discussion, say: Th e Bible tells us that God is 
distinct and pure; there is no other being like Him. To-
day we will explore some of what the Bible says about 
God’s holiness.

Option 2: Play the following video: https://preview.
tinyurl.com/holy-distinct-God to hear Dr. Tony 
Evans introduce the holiness of God. Th is could be 
played on a smart phone for audio if you do not have 
the equipment to show the video. Aft er it is played, 
say: Th e Bible tells us that God is distinct and pure; 
there is no other being like Him. Today we will explore 
some of what the Bible says about God’s holiness.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 3-1

Study the WordLG

God Is Set Apart
From All Others
(Exodus 15:11; Psalm 86:8-10)

God is holy in His very nature. Holiness typifi es the 
transcendent, unapproachable attributes of God. In 
order to understand His holiness, we must fi rst un-
derstand how the term is used in Scripture. Th ere 
are two main ideas conveyed (separateness and per-
fection), the fi rst of which will be explored in this

TEACHING TIP:
Apply the truth and 

principles of the 
lesson to your own 
life before seeking 

to teach it to others. 
What becomes real to 

you is more likely to 
become real to your 

learners as well.
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 3-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with.

opening Key Truth. The second Key Truth will ex-
plore God’s perfection.

There are two main words used in the Hebrew 
text for the term holy. The one that occurs the most 
is qodesh, appearing 464 times. It specifically refers 
to the idea of things that are distinct or set apart. 
Qodesh appears numerous times throughout the 
Pentateuch referring to objects and processes used 
in worship, denoting people, places, and things that 
had distinct usages or purposes (holy assembly of the 
Passover – Exodus 12:16; the Holy of Holies – Exo-
dus 26:31-33, Leviticus 16:2; priestly garments – Exo-
dus 28:2, Leviticus 16:4; the Sabbath – Exodus 31:14; 
items used in worship in the tabernacle – Numbers 
4:4, 15; offerings given in worship – Numbers 18:9; 
etc.). It is also used by God Himself to refer to His 
“holy name” (Leviticus 20:3; 22:2, 32) and by others 
to refer to God’s “holy name” (1 Chronicles 16:10, 
35).

That concept is carried into the New Testament, 
where the most frequently used word for holy is the 
Greek term hagios, which also means set apart or sa-
cred. There it is used to speak of the person of the 
Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:18, 20; 3:11; Mark 1:8; 3:29; 
Luke 1:15, 35, 41, 67; 2:25; John 1:33; 14:26; Acts 1:2, 
5, 8, 16; 2:4; Romans 5:5; 9:1; etc.), the person of Jesus 
(Mark 1:24; John 6:69), and by Jesus to refer to the 
Father (John 17:11).

This leads us to understand that a key attribute 
of God is that He is unique among all that exists. 
When we say God is holy, part of what we mean is 
that He is separate and distinct (Psalm 86:8-10; Jer-
emiah 10:6-7). All of Scripture declares this fact, but 
the story of the Exodus of the Hebrews from Egypt 
is a pointed demonstration of God’s distinction. The 
Song of Moses in Exodus 15 points to a number of 
ways God’s holiness can be seen through the events 
that were being celebrated.

God’s victory in the situation was overwhelm-
ing and complete (verse 1), and His demonstration 
of power elicited a strong and confident reaction 

FTE 3-2
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(verses 2-3). Pharaoh was the most powerful man in 
the world at the time, leader of the most dominant 
kingdom and the strongest army. Yet all of Pharaoh’s 
power accounted for nothing against God, and his 
army was washed away in a single moment (verses 
4-10). Nothing like what happened in Egypt or at the 
Red Sea had ever been seen before. In the midst of a 
polytheistic (many gods), pluralistic (many philoso-
phies or systems of belief) society God showed that 
He is without equal (verses 11-12). Stories would 
spread of what the God of the Hebrews had done and 
those that heard them would be astounded (verses 
13-16). God made it clear there was absolutely noth-
ing—no set of circumstances, no amount of opposi-
tion, no amount of time—that could stop His decla-
rations from coming to pass (verses 17-18). God had 
done the impossible and His distinction was evident 
(verses 19-21).

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that God’s actions and characteristics 
in Exodus 15 illustrate that He is the Sovereign 
Lord of all. Encourage learners to discuss this 
truth with family or friends.

Other activities and possessions may bring us 
momentary satisfaction and limited positive results, 
but only God has what we need for every facet of our 
existence. Nothing can compare with Him.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Worship, serve, and obey God because He is dis-
tinct and above all others.

• How is God distinct from all others? (Pure and 
without sin; all-knowing; all powerful; etc.)
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• In what ways are we to be distinct from the 
world around us?

God Is Pure and Without Sin
(1 Samuel 2:2-3; Isaiah 6:1-6)

Qadosh is the word used for holy that occurs with 
the second most frequency (118) in the Hebrew text. 
It shares the same origin as the aforementioned 
qodesh, but more specifically means that which is 
sacred and is often used to refer to things that are 
morally separate, unstained, or pure. Its usage in 
reference to God is harmonious with the previous-
ly mentioned idea of holiness (distinction/separate-
ness), conveying the fact that God is the most sacred 
being and is separate in His perfection.

God is uniquely pure (1 Samuel 2:2). No others 
are holy like Him; there are none besides Him; there 
is no rock like Him, as He defines what pure actually 
is. He is the only one who truly knows and deter-
mines what is right. He weighs all actions (1 Samu-
el 2:3). Since He is distinct in all creation, He is the 
standard.

In Isaiah 6:1-6, God’s glory literally emanates 
from Him and His distinctiveness is immediately 
apparent. Note how the heavenly beings must cov-
er themselves in His presence. Isaiah also instantly 
recognized the Lord as perfect and was more aware 
than ever of his sin and the sinfulness of all man-
kind when confronted with the absolute standard of 
God’s holy presence. Thus, He is always right and al-
ways does what is right.

In Isaiah 5:16, He is holy (perfect) in righteous-
ness and is above all others in the rightness of His 
dealings with His creation (exalted in justice or judg-
ment). Compare this with the results of living by an-
other standard (Isaiah 5:13-15, 18-25). Any attempt 
to live by anything other than God’s perfect stan-
dard ends in pain and destruction, either through 
the natural effects of sin or the justice of God.
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Since God is love and does what is best for us 
as a result, He in His perfection will not allow His 
righteousness to be watered down or mingled with 
anything else (Joshua 24:19-28). This was a solemn 
call away from idolatry by Joshua. He was warning 
the people that God would not tolerate such behav-
ior because it did not reflect His perfection. Note the 
setting up of the stone (verses 26-27) as a testimony 
of the seriousness of the commitment. When idola-
try did occur, God stepped in, poured out His judg-
ment, and emphatically declared His righteousness 
as singular (Ezekiel 6:1-7; Jeremiah 50:29; 51:1-5). He 
would not allow His perfection to be mingled with 
lesser ways because it does not accurately convey 
His true nature. As the only perfect being, God is 
the only one who can meet the needs of all mankind 
(John 15:5). He created the world and He alone is 
the authority on how all things in this life should 
function (Colossians 1:15-17). He draws humanity 
to Himself through the glory revealed in His perfec-
tion (Acts 17:24-27), which is reflected in the way of 
life commanded by His Word (Proverbs 30:5; Psalm 
19:7-11).

DIG DEEPER:
Goodness and rightness are not arbitrary con-
cepts. God does not look at a list of possible be-
haviors and decide which to approve or disap-
prove. Goodness and rightness are defined by 
the very nature of God and are natural outflows 
of Him simply being consistent with His nature. 
As F. Leroy Forlines notes in The Quest for Truth: 
“God’s holy will is an expression of God’s holy 
nature.”
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Recognizing the truth of God’s distinctiveness 
and righteousness means nothing if we fail to re-
spond appropriately to those truths. Our response 
must be consistent with the character of God Him-
self. If we are to be His disciples we must be distinct 
and holy as He is distinct and holy (Leviticus 19:2). 
His people should reflect His uniqueness (Leviticus 
19:3). The conduct commanded by God causes those 
who obey to stand out in the world. The standards of 
His people are fixed, unlike those of the world that 
change readily due to expedience, popular opinion, 
or any number of factors. Our loyalty to Him should 
be a testament to His distinction as the one true God 
(Leviticus 19:4).

DIG DEEPER:
In The Quest for Truth, F. Leroy Forlines wrote: 
“Righteousness and justice flow from God’s 
holiness. When we speak of God as righteous, 
we mean that He is right in all that He does. 
Righteousness is an overall term that refers to 
all of God’s dealings as being right . . . Justice is 
an aspect of righteousness. God is righteous in 
His judicial proceedings in handing out punish-
ments and rewards. Remunerative justice is the 
justice of God that guarantees that obedience 
will receive its appropriate reward. Retributive 
justice is the justice of God that guarantees that 
disobedience will receive its appropriate punish-
ment. Justice is the guardian of God’s holiness.”

DIG DEEPER
The Greek word hagios (“holy”) is also often 
used in the New Testament to refer to the saints, 
God’s people (Acts 9:13; Romans 1:7; 8:27; 12:13; 
15:25-26, 31; 16:2; 1 Corinthians 1:2; 6:1-2; 14:33, 
etc.). It was understood from the beginning that 
Christians ought to be distinct as a result of their 
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The Parent Page 
(PP-3) is a resource 
to help parents and 

grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 

children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 

copies of this page to 
parents and grand-

parents and encour-
age them to use it 

at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 

password required.)

We worship the one true God by emulating His 
righteous nature (1 Peter 1:14-21). Our conduct 
should be a testament to His holiness by demonstrat-
ing the rightness of His ways in contrast to the folly 
of sin (1 Peter 1:18). We were ransomed or redeemed 
from the futile ways of sin. God’s ways reveal His 
perfection and declare the truth of who He is to 
those who are still ignorant of what is good and right 
(1 Peter 1:14). Note that we are called away from be-
ing conformed to the ignorance of the unrepentant. 
It is the status quo for those without God to exist in 
ignorance. Sinners will sin. It is only through the gift 
of God Himself that true goodness can be known 
and done by any person (1 Peter 1:19-21).

All of this behavior is appropriate as an outflow 
of the two sides of holiness (separateness and per-
fection) we have explored. Psalm 99 declares His sta-
tus as holy and captures the appropriate response. It 
speaks of His role as King (verse 4 – He is the King; 
verse 1 – God reigns), above all in all ways (verse 2 – 
God is exalted over all the people groups). His own 
works have demonstrated His perfection as Lord 
(verse 4), as have those that followed His ways (verses 
6-8). Thus, He is worthy to be worshiped (verses 3, 5, 
9) and obeyed (verses 6-7).

Worship and obedience are the only sensible re-
sponses to the holy God. It is foolish to reject God 
as the Supreme Being in existence and the standard 
for all that is right (Proverbs 9:7-8a). True wisdom 
comes from conforming ourselves to the holiness 

relationship with a holy God. The same word is 
also used to refer to the Holy Scriptures (Romans 
1:2; 7:12). Our distinction as believers is insep-
arable from our relationship with the Word of 
God as our standard for all things, since Scrip-
ture is the revelation of His character to us. Only 
by obedience to His Word can we demonstrate 
His holiness (Leviticus 19:2—“be holy”).

PP-3
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put to work the 
principles learned in 
this lesson.

of God (Proverbs 9:8b-12). Th e more we know Him, 
the more we know what is good and right (Proverbs 
9:9-10) and the more enriched our lives will become 
(Proverbs 9:11).

Live It SG LG

APPLY IT  SG LG

Strive to be holy like our holy God.

• What does it mean for us to be holy as God is 
holy? What does that look like?

• We know from Scripture that we are not able to 
be completely sinless in this life (1 John 1:8-10). 
Why should we strive to be without sin anyway?
(To please God; to be like our Savior; etc.)

Option 1: Ask your group members to give exam-
ples of ways our conduct can demonstrate a clear 
distinction from the ways of the world and refl ect the 
nature of God. Some examples include: How we treat 
a waiter or waitress at a restaurant, especially when 
they seem very busy, when they make a mistake, or 
the food is slow coming out. How we react to others 
when they are late. Th e jokes we laugh at or tell. Th e 
way we spend our time. How we work and use our 
time on the job.

Encourage your group members to look for spe-
cifi c ways to demonstrate distinct, holy behavior this 
week.

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 3-3 
(“Distinct and Pure”) to help your group members 
think about what makes God distinct and pure, and 
how they can respond to such an awesome God. Give FTE 3-3
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Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week. 
Parents can discuss 
the devotions with 
their kids and go to 
d6home.com for free 
resources to help 
them disciple their 
children at home.

the learners time to complete the handout and then 
discuss it together. Encourage them to praise God 
this week for the qualities that make Him holy, and 
to take steps to build at least one of these qualities 
into their lives.

Option 3: Ask and discuss the following:

• In what ways can we strive to be more and more 
like our holy God?

• What specific step will you take to be more like 
God this week?
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FAMILY THEME
God Meets With His People

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners understand God desires 
to dwell among His people. We walk 
with and obey God so we can expe-
rience His presence.

STUDY TEXT
Exodus 40:1-38

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 4-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 4-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 4-3
(poster)

q	 FTE 4-4
(handout)

q	 PP-4
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
• God Requires Dedication From Those Who Serve Him.
• Obedience Pleases God.
• God’s Presence Is Glorious.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to go over the following question and answer each 
day this week and to work with family members to do so as well. What 
does the Second Commandment mean? Answer: The Second Com-
mandment (Exodus 20:4) means that in the worship of God we must 
not use any images. (Learners will find this Bible Basics note on the 
FTE 4-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set several months after God gave His law to Israel 
through Moses and then gave instructions for making and equipping 
the place where He would manifest His presence with them, the Tab-
ernacle. This is when the Tabernacle was erected and equipped ac-
cording to God’s command.
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Use one of the Get 
Started options to 
capture attention 

and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 4-1 teach-

ing outline can be 
used as a guide for 

teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 

users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/

fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6312.)

Option 1: Begin by talking about how God desires 
to dwell among His people. Today He dwells in us 
by the Holy Spirit, but in the Old Testament He had 
the Israelites build special structures within which 
He would manifest His presence. Th e fi rst of these 
structures was the Tabernacle. Show the following 
video: bit.ly/moses3Dtabernacle. Aft er watching 
the video, say: Today we will explore what happened 
when the Tabernacle was assembled, furnished, and 
consecrated.

Option 2: Ask people in the group to share experi-
ences they had when they did not follow directions. 
It could be assembling something, following a reci-
pe, or going to an unknown location. What was the 
situation? How did it turn out? Why is it important 
to follow directions? Aft er discussion, say: Today we 
will see how God gave Moses precise instructions for 
the Tabernacle and what happened when those in-
structions were followed.

FTE 4-1

Get StartedSG LG

Study the WordLG

In today’s text, the building and preparation of the 
Tabernacle had ended. Some scholars estimate that 
it took about six months for the workers to build the 
Tabernacle and complete all the related furnishings 
associated with it. We know that God gift ed certain 
individuals with the skills and craft smanship they 
needed for such an important project (Exodus 31:1-
6). It was time to put it into service. Th e Taberna-
cle was no ordinary structure. It was designed to be 
assembled, disassembled, and transported with the 

TEACHING TIP:
Lead your learners 
into a deeper rela-

tionship with God by 
showing them how 
their felt needs are 

tied to ultimate needs 
for security, forgive-

ness, companionship, 
relationship with 

God, etc.
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 4-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

Israelites as they traveled. It was the place where the 
nation and its people would offer sacrifices to God 
and pray for His favor.

God Requires Dedication 
From Those Who Serve Him
(Exodus 40:1-15)

The new year would mark a new facility for worship-
ing God (verses 1-2). Notice that God spoke to Moses 
about this, not the other way around. Many see reli-
gion as man’s attempt to find God. The Bible on the 
other hand teaches that God loves us and seeks rela-
tionship with us and longs for us to place our faith in 
Him. God initiates relationship with us.

Verses 3-7 describe how Moses was to set up the 
various structures and items of furniture for the 
Tabernacle. God’s instructions worked from the 
inside out. They began with the Tabernacle tent it-
self, with the most holy and restricted compartment 
first. Then they moved to the furnishings of the out-
er compartment. Finally, they moved to the items 
outside the tent—the basin and the altar. Note that 
this is the opposite of how worshipers would expe-
rience the Tabernacle. They would all start on the 
outside, with an offering on the altar itself. (If you 
have enough room, mark off a space to represent the 
size of the altar itself [7.5’ square, 4.5’ high]. Point 
out how active this would have been with nearly con-
stant sacrifices to be burned upon it.) Priests would 
eventually make their way from outside the tent to 
the outer compartment inside the tent. Once a year, 
the high priest would move to the inner compart-
ment. God worked outward in His instructions to 
Moses, possibly symbolizing His initiative in reach-
ing believers. Believers reciprocate by availing them-
selves of the sacrifice of Christ and working steadily 
inward to a fuller knowledge of God.

FTE 4-2

Display the FUSION 
Teaching Essential 
4-3 (“A Place to Meet 
With God”) poster to 
give group members 
a visual image of 
the Tabernacle. You 
can also go to bit.ly/
tabernacle-images 
for more diagrams or 
illustrations.

FTE 4-3
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Verses 9-11 describe how Moses consecrated the 
building and furnishings. He took special anointing 
oil and sprinkled everything, preparing and setting 
it all apart for this special service.

Once the physical items were in place, and set 
apart or consecrated, then it was time to set apart 
those who would serve as priests. Aaron and his sons 
washed, and put on their special priestly garments. 
Moses anointed them.

The Tabernacle and its items could not be used in 
God’s service until they had been consecrated or set 
aside for that special use. Everything—the structure, 
the items, the priests—had to be set apart for God’s 
use. We too can be set apart for God’s presence and 
service. It begins with the Cross and the forgiveness 
Christ purchased for us, and continues as we confess 
sin and walk closely with Him day by day. God takes 
ordinary people today and sets them aside for serv-
ing Him. We ordinary people get to participate in the 
extraordinary blessing of serving God in this world.

DIG DEEPER:
Israel used a number of different phrases to de-
scribe the structure we study in today’s text:

• Sanctuary / dwelling (Exodus 25:8)
• Tent of Meeting / Tabernacle (Exodus 

28:43)
• Tabernacle of Testimony (Exodus 38:21)

They used different terms, depending on what 
function in particular they were highlighting 
at the time. Sometimes they saw it as the place 
where God dwelt among them. At other times, 
it was where God would meet with them. It was 
also the place where special objects were kept 
(manna, the tablets of the Law, and Aaron’s rod 
that budded) as a witness to Israel. The Taberna-
cle tent was approximately 45 feet long, 15 feet 
high, and 15 feet wide.
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Daily walk with God and serve Him.

• What does it mean to be consecrated or set apart 
to God? (Make a daily choice to turn away from 
sin to walk with God and serve Him.)

• Why is being set apart for God’s service not just 
for pastors, missionaries, and full-time Chris-
tian workers? (We can all serve God in whatev-
er job or circumstance He places us in.)

Obedience Pleases God
(Exodus 40:16-33)

What we think of today as the Mosaic system was 
underway. Moses did everything just as Jehovah God 
told him (verse 16). Verse 17 begins a further de-
scription of what we saw in verses 1-16, but with dif-
ferent details. They emphasize the actions of Moses 
in obeying God, but do not discuss the consecration 
with anointing oil.

Many readers lose attention when they read the 
detailed descriptions of how the Tabernacle was to 
be assembled. Still, verses 17-19 draw us a concise 
picture of how the Tabernacle was assembled—bas-
es, frames, crossbars, posts, and covering.

Then Moses placed the testimony items into the 
ark of the covenant, with the cover of atonement on 
its top. Using the dedicated poles to carry it, Lev-
ites or priests placed it into its home inside the inner 
compartment (verses 20-21).

Next came the table with bread, the lamp stand, 
and the golden altar of incense (verses 22-24). Note 
in verses 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, and 32 the constant 
repetition that Moses did as the LORD command-
ed him. (Show children—with Lego® bricks or some 
other sort of child-accessible building materi-
al—how important it is to follow the directions in 

APPLY IT  SG LG
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building something well. Point out how the Bible is 
our book of directions to know how to build a life.)

The basin for washing went between the altar and 
the door of the tent (verses 30-32). This made sense, 
as the priests used it when approaching the altar and 
when entering the tent.

DIG DEEPER:
The Tabernacle was unique in its world and time. 
In all other nations, temples or tabernacles fea-
tured idolatrous statues or other artwork. They 
appropriated the images of people, animals, or 
fantastic creatures to represent the deities they 
deemed responsible for the events in life around 
them. They preferred large, imposing stone 
structures wherever possible. By contrast, all Is-
rael used was a tent and some furnishings, not 
even one statue or idol. Nevertheless, they also 
had the visible presence of God, by day and by 
night.

God resided in the Tabernacle in a special way, 
different from what He does today. Since Christ, it is 
the people of God who form His temple, the dwell-
ing place for His Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:16-18; 6:18-
20; Romans 12:1-8). We should work diligently to 
structure and furnish this new temple, our bodies, 
being careful to obey God, just as Moses did. Moses 
obeyed to the letter. If we want God’s presence with 
us, we must also respect that presence by honoring 
Him. We must respect what He has said to do.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Make obedience to God’s Word your daily practice.

• Why is it so important for us to make obedi-
ence our daily practice? (Obedience is where 
we find blessing, purpose, and fulfillment; 
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disobedience hinders our close relationship 
with God and serving Him.)

• How is obedience connected to God’s presence 
in our lives? (Disobedience is sin and sin hin-
ders our close relationship with God and the 
experience of His presence.)  

God’s Presence is Glorious
(Exodus 40:34-38)

When everything had been done as God command-
ed, the glory of the Lord filled the Tabernacle. This 
seems to have been a cloud so thick no one could 
enter the Tabernacle (verses 34-35). The same thing 
happened when Solomon completed and dedicated 
the Temple. (1 Kings 8:10-11). God ordained both the 
Tabernacle and later the Temple as places where He 
would meet with His people under the Law of Moses. 
It is fitting that His glory appeared at the dedication 
of each to demonstrate and validate His presence.

The cloud displayed to all who cared to look that 
God was present with Israel in a special way. It also 
became God’s customary way of directing the people 
of Israel through their wanderings: when it lifted, it 
was time to pack up and move. At night the cloud 
was still visible because of fire within it (verses 36-
38). We would surely love for God to send us a cloud 
and fire to lead us through life, but we have the in-
dwelling Holy Spirit to guide and empower us as we 
walk with God.

DIG DEEPER:
When someone believes in Jesus, God regener-
ates that person from being dead in sins to being 
alive in Christ. The God of Heaven, in the person 
of the Holy Spirit, comes to dwell in that believer. 
The glory of God’s presence comes to us through 
the gospel (2 Corinthians 4:1-6). The full glory 
of God will be revealed to us when we are face to 
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grandparents discuss 
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download at www.
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face in His eternal dwelling place, Heaven (Romans 
8:18-27). Even so, we can experience the glory of 
God’s presence now by walking with Him and shar-
ing our faith with our children, our family, and our 
friends. We see the glory of His presence as He trans-
forms our lives and the lives of those we care for.

We honor God’s presence by living according to 
His Word. We call this obedience. It is glorious to 
read of how the cloud and the glory of the Lord filled 
the Tabernacle to the point where no one could en-
ter. But this awe-inspiring demonstration did not 
occur in a vacuum or out of place. It occurred after 
the workers had faithfully built everything accord-
ing to the pattern Moses had received from God. It 
happened after Moses had faithfully assembled ev-
erything as God commanded. It happened after the 
Tabernacle, the furnishings, and the priests had all 
been consecrated to God. God’s demonstrations of 
His presence and glory usually come as a result of 
faithful obedience.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Choose to walk with and obey God so you can ex-
perience His presence.

• How have you experienced the glory of God’s 
presence?

• If you had been at the Tabernacle that day, how 
might it have changed your life?

PP-4
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

Option 1: Use the following questions to help your 
group members think about how they can consecrate 
themselves or prepare themselves for God’s presence 
in their lives. Consecration means setting something 
apart or aside, reserving it for special use. We are to 
be consecrated, set aside for God’s special use.

• How can you consecrate or prepare yourself for 
God’s presence in your life? (Confess and turn 
away from all sin; submit to God and the lead-
ership of the Spirit; study and memorize Scrip-
ture; obey God day by day.)

• In what ways might God want to use you in the 
lives of people you know and come in contact 
with on a regular basis? Be specifi c. Specify who 
you could minister to and how you could minis-
ter to them. (Witness, forgive, show grace, en-
courage, etc.)

Encourage your group members to consecrate or 
prepare themselves to walk in God’s presence this 
week and to let God use them to minister to some-
one they know.

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 4-4 (“Th e 
Call to Obey”) to help your group members examine 
how they can obey God’s Word in order to honor 
Him and enjoy His presence. Th ey will read Scrip-
tures dealing with obeying God, and identify prin-
ciples from those Scriptures about obedience. Th ey 
will also identify a command from God they need to 
obey this week and what they need to do in order to 
obey. Allow them time to complete the handout and 
then discuss their responses.

Live It SG LG

FTE 4-4
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Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.

Option 3: Ask the following:

• What is your strategy to enjoy the presence of 
God this week?
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FAMILY THEME
Faith Overcomes Trials

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners understand God uses tri-
als to test and grow our faith. We 
keep doing what is right, trusting 
God to use every circumstance for 
our ultimate good.

STUDY TEXT
James 1:1-18

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 5-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 5-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 5-3
(handout)

q	 PP-5
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
• God Can Bring Good From Trials.
• Poverty and Wealth Bring Their Own Trials and Temptations.
• Our Own Sinful Desires Entice Us to Sin.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to memorize James 1:22 this week and to work 
with family members to do so as well. (Learners can find this Bible 
Basics note on the FTE 5-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set in the early years of the New Testament Church, 
perhaps as early as 15 years after the resurrection of Jesus, when 
persecution, conflict, and putting faith into practice needed to be ad-
dressed.
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Use one of the Get 
Started options to 
capture attention 

and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 5-1 teach-

ing outline can be 
used as a guide for 

teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 

users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/

fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6312.)

Option 1: Begin by asking group members to 
list things people want, but most don’t like going 
through the process to get those things. Examples 
might include: losing weight; getting a college de-
gree; saving for a big purchase instead of going into 
debt; etc. Aft er discussion, say: None of us likes going 
through trials and tough times, but today we will see 
how God uses trials for good in our lives.

Option 2: Use the following questions to lead a dis-
cussion about temptation:

• How would you defi ne temptation?
• Does temptation come from outside us, inside 

us, or both? Explain.
• What are some common temptations we face in 

our culture?

Transition: Battling temptation is always diffi  cult, 
but today we will learn where temptation comes from 
and how we can glorify God by standing fi rm against 
temptation.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 5-1

Study the WordLG

James’ letter may be the earliest book of the New Tes-
tament recorded. Some scholars believe it came as 
early as AD 45 or 50. James emphasized faith’s prac-
tical side. His words call to mind the everyday eth-
ical and behavioral examples that Jesus used. James 
presented Christian discipleship as something you 
are and something you do, never as something you 
merely know or believe.

TEACHING TIP:
Use study tools to 

make sure you under-
stand the meaning 

of important words 
in the passage to be 

studied, then make 
sure your learners 

understand the 
meaning as well.
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 5-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

God Can Bring 
Good From Trials
(James 1:1-8)

Some of the Jewish believers whom James addressed 
(verse 1) may have scattered around the Roman Em-
pire following the death of Stephen, as persecution 
increased toward the newborn church (Acts 7-8). 
Others may have returned to their home regions fol-
lowing the day of Pentecost in Acts 2.

The believers were experiencing trials and diffi-
culty at this time, including persecution, yet James 
encouraged them to look to their trials with joy 
(verses 2-4). He looked to their long-term growth in 
discipleship. Trials served as the first link of a long, 
yet profitable chain of growth: perseverance, stead-
fastness, and patience.

What does it mean for us to be perfect or mature 
(verse 4)? It refers to being fully equipped and suit-
able for the task. Some states require regular safety 
inspections for all vehicles. They check brakes, tires, 
lights, steering, and so on. They consider cars with 
all the required working parts as complete or per-
fect. It does not mean the paint job is flawless or the 
gas mileage exceptional. It denotes that the vehicle 
is complete enough to circulate appropriately on the 
public roads. James was not indicating that believ-
ers are sinless. For James, perfect or mature believers 
have what they need to live life in a way that honors 
God’s purposes for us.

FTE 5-2

DIG DEEPER:
Jesus warned that His followers would be per-
secuted (Matthew 10:16-25). The earliest per-
secution of Christianity was prompted by Jews 
seeking to correct what they deemed to be cor-
ruptions of their traditional faith (Acts 8:1-3; 
13:50). The Roman government initially consid-
ered Christianity a segment of Judaism. But after 
it became clear that Christianity was a different 
faith, the Romans began to persecute the church.
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In Greek, the word translated as perseverance, 
endurance, steadfastness, or patience in these verses 
refers to holding up under a great load. The concept 
calls to mind engineers who stress test a bridge to 
show it is able to perform properly as designed. Our 
difficulties are stress tests, designed to show we are 
able to perform properly as God intends for us. For 
whose benefit is this demonstration, since God al-
ready knows us? He wishes to show us what He has 
accomplished in us. He may also wish to show His 
accomplishment to others, to encourage, comfort, or 
perhaps convict.

Our joy in trials in no way indicates that the way 
will be easy. We will sharply feel our need of wis-
dom. Where do we find the wisdom we need? From 
God (verses 5-6). Trials are good for us because they 
show what God has already accomplished in us. 
They benefit us through driving us to God for the 
wisdom we need. God gives wisdom to those who 
ask and who believe He will provide the needed wis-
dom. However, as a colander or a sieve is unsuited 
for holding water, a person who doubts is unsuited 
to receive wisdom from God.

It is a blessing to those around us when we can 
demonstrate joy in facing trials. It shows others the 
difference it makes to know and walk with Christ. 
All believers need to learn that trials are going to 
come. It is even more important, however, for them 
to learn that God can use trials to accomplish good 
things within us.

When we say we want to grow spiritually, do we 
mean we are willing to face with joy the trials that 
will come in the process? We often want instant 

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that God can use trials and difficul-
ties for good in our lives. This illustrates He is 
the sovereign Lord of all. Encourage parents and 
grandparents to teach this key truth at home.
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growth, as though we could pour it out of a box or 
can and warm it up in the microwave. Maturity, 
however, comes with time and often through times 
of trial or testing. Yet even in trials, we can have joy, 
because we know that God will use them to develop 
our faith and to drive us to Him for wisdom.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Maintain the right attitude toward trials, knowing 
God uses them to develop our faith.

• What is the right attitude for believers to have 
about trials and difficulties? (We can have joy 
in the midst of trials because God uses them 
for our good.) Why is it difficult for us to have a 
positive attitude about trials?

• What are some good results God can bring 
through trials? (Trials develop our patience 
and perseverance; God uses trials to make us 
more like Christ and develop our faith.)

Poverty and Wealth Bring 
Their Own Trials 
and Temptations
(James 1:9-11) 

One particular source of difficulty and temptation is 
our economic status. Wealth can shield people from 
some trials, but no one leads a trouble-free existence. 
James knew that rich and poor alike face testing. So-
cial and financial status means nothing to God. Yet 
James also knew that people do not understand this. 
He suggested that the poor are in the lofty position, 
while the rich are humbled. How can this be?

Believers from the lower economic ranks should 
rejoice (verse 9)! They can only do this because they 
know what they endure is not the end of the story. 
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They know that eventually, their rich status as re-
deemed children of God will be revealed.

Wealthier believers should remind themselves of 
life’s fragile brevity (verses 10-11). This helps them 
focus on obedience to God rather than an undue 
concern for their wealth. His reminder echoes Isa-
iah’s words from centuries before (Isaiah 40:7).

James wanted believers to live above the traps of 
“normal” human existence. In that kind of life, the 
poor have little to look forward to, the rich focus on 
what they have now and how to get more, and both 
look mainly to their own situation, with little con-
cern for others.

Among believers, it is to be different. The poor 
will be honored as God’s own children, and the rich 
have a brief life in which they have resources they 
can use for God’s glory before it is too late. High and 
low alike seek to love God and others, rather than to 
focus on how much or how little they have on earth.

DIG DEEPER:
James did not indicate that the poor are some-
how saved by virtue of being poor and even less 
that the rich are somehow condemned because 
they are rich. Instead, he addressed both groups 
in ways that correspond to the temptations that 
each group commonly faces. The poor are tempt-
ed to envy those who have more, to see them-
selves as helpless victims who are not worth any-
thing. Those who are comfortable are tempted 
to think of their situation as somehow normal, 
or befitting someone of their abilities and efforts 
and without the need for dependence on God. 
James wants us to know how fleeting it all is, es-
pecially compared to an eternal God. He wants 
us to take joy in our relationship with Him.

We should focus on how we act rather than on 
our economic status. Let us focus on our relationship 
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with Christ, more than our relationship to material 
things. Let us use what God has blessed us with to 
bring Him glory. Socio-economic distinctions are 
not important for pleasing God and living for Him. 
The Holy Spirit helps us focus on embracing a life of 
service to God regardless of economic status.

APPLY IT  SG LG

View and handle poverty and wealth in ways that 
glorify God.

• How can having fewer resources be considered 
an advantage over being rich? (We are not 
tempted to trust in our riches; we are not dis-
tracted by material possessions.)

• How can the rich keep from falling into the traps 
that riches can bring? (Trust in God, under-
standing that riches can slip away; keep God as 
our priority, not our material possessions; seek 
to use our riches to bring God glory and build 
His kingdom.)

Our Own Sinful Desires 
Entice Us to Sin
(James 1:12-18)

Testing comes in two main forms. The first form en-
courages success. This is the kind of testing we re-
ceive from God (verse 12). It is the kind of testing 
that a racecar team will perform in pre-race trials to 
ensure that all their hard work, preparation, and cal-
culation have produced a vehicle ready for the race.

The second kind of testing or temptation aims for 
failure. This testing comes from Satan and sin, never 
from God (verses 13-15). James informs us that we 
are tempted when our own sinful nature and desires 
are drawn to the sources of temptation around us. 
Satan, his demons, and the worldly system he rules 
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over dangle the temptation before us, but it is our 
own sinful desires that draw us to sin.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that the testing and temptation to sin 
we battle with demonstrate we are engaged in a 
spiritual warfare. Encourage parents and grand-
parents to teach this key truth at home.

DIG DEEPER:
Back in the 1970s, a popular comedian (Flip Wil-
son) popularized the phrase, “The devil made me 
do it!” That line came straight from Eve in the 
Garden of Eden: The serpent tricked me! In Scrip-
ture, however, Satan’s direct temptation does 
not show up that often. He was at work in Eden 
(Genesis 3), and he tempted Jesus (Matthew 4). 
Peter portrayed him as on the prowl, seeking to 
destroy (1 Peter 5:8). Reflection on human expe-
rience will bring to light, however, that his main 
work seems to be in taking advantage of our own 
inclinations. He stokes the fires of sinful rebel-
lion we already have burning within us.

We can be sure that God never works to induce 
us to do or think wrong. He never desires us to par-
ticipate in evil or to follow our evil inclinations. It 
is important in times of testing and temptation to 
understand the differing desires that God and Satan 
have for us. Satan is pulling against us, using every 
tool available, including our own inherent desires, 
to pull us away from God and toward spiritual de-
struction. God, on the other hand, is pulling for us, 
to see us through the temptation, to see us emerge 
in victory.
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The Parent Page 
(PP-5) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it 
at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 
password required.)

We must fight our own deception. Anything that 
qualifies as a good and perfect gift comes from God. 
His nature does not change (verses 16-18). Our Fa-
ther’s desires for us do not change like shadows do 
as the day moves along. The changing circumstances 
of life do not change His love for us. He brings us 
into His kingdom through truth, and we need to let 
that truth guard us from deception, especially self- 
deception.

Willpower alone will never rescue us from trials 
and temptation. It will always eventually give way to 
our own inclination and weakness, as well as to Sa-
tan’s efforts. The only way we can stand firm against 
temptation is with God’s strength and power. As we 
ask God for help and submit to the control and di-
rection of the Holy Spirit, He gives us the power to 
take the “way out” that God provides (1 Corinthians 
10:13).

APPLY IT  SG LG

Look to God for strength to stand firm under trials 
and temptation.

• How does James describe the process of tempta-
tion? Where does it come from? (We are tempt-
ed when our own sinful desires are drawn to 
sources of temptation that Satan places before 
us or in the lost world around us.)

• What can we do to overcome temptation? (Walk 
in the control and direction of the Spirit; avoid 
putting ourselves in tempting situations; flee 
temptation when it comes; resist through 
prayer and Scripture when we can’t avoid or 
flee.)

PP-5
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 

help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 

learned in this lesson.

Option 1: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 5-3
(“Tips for Beating Temptation”) to help group mem-
bers think about steps that can help them overcome 
temptation. Let them read the steps and write out the 
Scriptures and then discuss it together. Encourage 
them to plan how they will use these steps this week 
to help them overcome a temptation they have been 
struggling with.

Option 2: Discuss the following to help your group 
members think about how they can bring God glo-
ry by facing trials and diffi  culties with joy, allowing 
God to use those trials to grow their character and 
faith.

•  What personal trials have challenged my joy?
•  How can remembering that God uses trials for 

good in our lives help us face them with joy?

Encourage your group members to thank God for 
using trials they face for their good.

Option 3: Discuss how the poor, the rich, and the 
middle class can bring God glory in their fi nancial 
situations. Encourage group members to bring God 
glory this week in their particular fi nancial situa-
tions.

Live ItSG LG

FTE 5-3

Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 

Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 

and to discuss the 
devotions with family 

members at home.
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FAMILY THEME
Faith Results in Action

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners will understand that gen-
uine faith brings a change of heart 
that results in a lifestyle of seeking 
to please God and obey His Word. 
We serve God and others because 
of what God has done for us.

STUDY TEXT
James 1:22-27; 2:14-26

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 6-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 6-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 6-3
(poster)

q	 FTE 6-4
(handout)

q	 PP-6
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
• Genuine Faith Acts on God’s Word.
• Genuine Faith Produces Good Works.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to go over the following question and answer each 
day this week and to work with family members to do so as well. What 
does the Third Commandment mean? Answer: The Third Command-
ment (Exodus 20:7) means that God’s name must always be used with 
respect and reverence. (Learners will find this Bible Basics note on the 
FTE 6-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set in the early years of the New Testament Church 
(around AD 45-49). The Church was experiencing persecution and 
conflict, and some believers were not living out their faith. James re-
minded them that genuine faith results in action.
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Choose one of the 
Get Started options 
to capture attention 

and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 6-1 teach-

ing outline can be 
used as a guide for 

teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 

users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/

fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6312.)

Option 1: Take a small mirror to your group meet-
ing this week. Begin by displaying the mirror and 
asking how many in the group looked in a mirror 
this morning. Why do we look in the mirror? What 
good does it do to look in a mirror if we do not make 
changes based on what we see? Aft er discussion, say: 
Today we will see how genuine faith results in a desire 
to follow Christ and put what we see in His Word into 
action.

Option 2: Write the phrase, Doing trumps knowing 
on the board. Ask your learners what they think this 
means. Do they agree? Why, or why not? Aft er dis-
cussion, say: Sometimes it is easy for us to know what 
we should do, but not to actually do it. Today we will 
see how we need to go beyond knowing what the Bible 
says to actually putting it into practice. 

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 6-1

Study the WordLG

James consistently emphasized the need for faith in 
action. His approach focused on the practical aspects 
of the Christian life. (Make sure participants under-
stand that the James who wrote today’s passage was 
the half-brother of Jesus, not the brother of John).

Genuine Faith Acts
on God’s Word
(James 1:22-27)

Paul explained that people come to faith as a result 
of hearing God’s Word (Romans 10:17). Our life and 

TEACHING TIP:
Study to understand 

the historical context 
in which the pas-

sage was written. 
Ask “who,” “what,” 

“when,” “where,” 
“why,” and “how,” 

and seek to fi nd the 
answers.
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 6-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

journey of faith in Jesus begins with hearing and 
believing the gospel. We must understand, howev-
er, that our hearing should result in more than just 
intellectual knowledge. It should include a change of 
heart that leads to the adoption of a different lifestyle 
(verse 22). If, when we say, “I heard the gospel,” we 
only mean that we read it in God’s Word or heard the 
preacher, teacher, or some other Christian proclaim 
it, then we need to realize that true salvation consists 
of more.

Examine James’ argument for a moment. Hear-
ing alone can be deceptive (verse 22b). How often do 
we see people live in complete contradiction to the 
attitudes, principles, and commands of Scripture, 
yet claim to be Christians when asked about their 
religious affiliation? The same people would express 
shock and indignation if someone suggested they 
misunderstood the nature of their relationship with 
Jesus. James described such people as self-deceived. 
Jesus told His listeners that there would be many 
people on the day of judgment who thought they 
knew God, only to find out otherwise with tragic re-
sults.

Hearing alone does not bring change. James used 
the illustration of a mirror to help us understand a 
fact that was difficult to communicate in words alone 
(verse 23). His word picture involved an individual 
looking at himself in a mirror but refusing to do 
anything about the blemishes the mirror revealed. 
Seeing oneself in the mirror does not change what is 
wrong. That information is only helpful when we act 
on it. Acting on truth reveals our faith (verses 24-25).

The same is true with the gospel message of salva-
tion. God’s Word shows us that we need to be saved 
and that God provided salvation through His Son, 
but this information itself effects no change in us. It 
is only helpful when we respond to the message in a 
way that changes our attitudes and lifestyle.

In verses 26-27 we see that acting on God’s Word 
takes the Christian faith off the pages of Scripture 
and brings it to life in the world. Saving faith brings 

FTE 6-2
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Display the FTE 6-3 
(“True Faith Works”) 

poster.

a change of heart that produces action. It is one 
thing to read about God’s love in the Bible, but it is 
even more vivid to see the love of God demonstrat-
ed through His people. James’ explanation of pure 
religion involved two parts; the second was remain-
ing pure from the world. This is important and de-
manded, but it is only half of the demand. The first 
part was to visit the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction. True faith that brings salvation produces 
pure and loving actions in real life (See also Matthew 
25:31-46).

APPLY IT  SG LG

Respond to God’s Word by putting it into action.

• How is God’s Word like a mirror? (It shows us 
things that need to be dealt with.)

• Some people hear God’s Word but fail to put 
it into practice. How are they deceived? (They 
think knowing what it says is enough when 
they actually need to put it in practice.)

Genuine Faith Produces 
Good Works
(James 2:14-26)

James began this passage with the general case of 
someone who claimed Christian faith, yet gave no 
evidence of Christian deeds (verse 14). The Greek 
construction of his question (can such a faith save 
him?) implies a negative answer. Perhaps James had 
dealt with a number of people who claimed to follow 
Christ, but showed no evidence of the kind of life 
Jesus expected of His followers. In verse 15, he illus-
trated his point with what was probably a common 
situation in that day: fellow Christians who lacked 
proper clothing and nourishment. His question in 
verse 16 carries an obvious answer. It does no good 
for us to wish someone well without doing what we 

FTE 6-3
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can about the very real need in front of us. Just as 
good wishes without action accomplish nothing, 
neither does “faith” without the action that should 
flow from it (verse 17). People in need are not hard 
to find.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that James confirmed that God offers 
salvation and forgiveness through faith in Jesus 
Christ, but he also clarified that genuine faith 
naturally leads to action and obedience.

Encourage parents and grandparents to teach 
this key truth at home.

In the Gospels, when Jesus spoke of faith, He did 
not have in mind some vague mental process where-
by people accept that something is true. His approach 
focused on a personal confidence in Him. Often it in-
volved people for whom He performed a miracle of 
some sort: faith led some friends to let their crippled 
friend down through the roof for Jesus to heal him 
(Mark 2). Often it involved the disciples and their 
tendency to doubt and fear (Matthew 16:8). In other 
words, Jesus’ approach to faith targets a transforma-
tion of attitudes and actions. James adopted a simi-
lar approach. The Holy Spirit inspired him to follow 
the same path, one of personal commitment to living 
in a way that fits with being a follower of Jesus.

DIG DEEPER:
Sometimes believers get confused when they 
compare what James said in today’s passage 
with what Paul wrote in Ephesians 2. Even the 
great reformer Martin Luther had difficulty rec-
onciling the two approaches. Nevertheless, that 
is what we have: two approaches to one reality. 
Both Paul and James tailored their approach to 
the needs of their audience and in a way that 
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James continued to develop his thought as he 
dealt with possible objections that opponents might 
raise: Aw, James, why can’t we all just get along? You 
go ahead with your deeds, and I’ ll go ahead with faith 
(verse 18). The response from James left no doubt. 
Without deeds there is no way to know that faith is 
present. On the other hand, the right deeds would 
demonstrate quite clearly what sort of faith we have.

dealt with the errors those audiences more fre-
quently encountered. Paul had to address the 
issue of Jews or Jewish believers who insisted 
that Gentiles convert to Judaism first, before 
they could accept Jesus, the Jewish Messiah. The 
“works” that Paul had to combat were merely the 
outward ritual practices of Judaism (especially 
circumcision) as if these practices garnered them 
some merit in relation to salvation. To that au-
dience, Paul insisted that Jesus placed no such 
requirement on Gentiles. Their redemption was 
through faith, not the works of the law of Moses. 
Still, Paul acknowledged that we were created 
for good works (Ephesians 2:10). James faced a 
different problem: people, mostly Jews probably, 
who wanted to claim Jesus as their Messiah with-
out following His example in human behavior. 
They wanted their Jewish “faith” without the de-
mands of the Jewish Messiah. To that audience, 
James insisted that no faith (Jesus is Messiah!) 
is valid that does not produce people who live 
as Messiah followers. In reality, both James and 
Paul insisted on the kind of Christian living that 
Jesus demonstrated and preached. For both, this 
kind of life came via faith, without relation to the 
rituals of Judaism. For a thorough examination 
of this question, see Discipleship: The Expression 
of Saving Faith, by Robert E. Picirilli (Randall 
House, 2013).
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James then gave an example that all of his Jew-
ish readers could understand: They all proudly and 
loudly proclaimed—in the midst of the Roman em-
pire’s pagan idolatry—that there was only one God. 
They would quickly quote from Deuteronomy 6:4. 
There was just one problem. To agree that there was 
only one God guaranteed nothing spiritually. Even 
Satan’s demons understand that there is only one 
God, yet their “belief” leads them to tremble in fear. 
Why? Because their relationship to the one God is 
that of an enemy. Their actions are always in rebel-
lion against Him.

Those fallen spirits serve as an informative illus-
tration to us. We must make sure we always focus on 
our relationship with God. We may claim belief in 
any number of orthodox statements about God. Yet 
it is our actions that demonstrate (to ourselves and 
to the world) whether or not we know and love God. 
After all, Jesus Himself said that if we love Him, we 
will do what He has told us to do (John 14:15, 23-24).

James continued to support his point from Gene-
sis. Both Paul (in Romans 4) and James (here) spoke 
of the example of Abraham (verses 20-24). Paul em-
phasized Abraham’s belief that God would keep His 
promises (Genesis 15:6). Indeed, Abraham’s faith 
made him a child of God. Nevertheless, even Abra-
ham provided evidence for his faith: his willingness 
to sacrifice his son Isaac in obedience to God (Gene-
sis 22:1-14). Some scholars believe that decades sepa-
rate Genesis 15 from Genesis 22. The belief that grew 
for years culminated in an act of obedience that as-
tounds us even today.

From the father of the faithful, Abraham, James 
moved to a Gentile example: Rahab (verses 25-26). 
Rahab demonstrated her faith by acting on it in a 
very brave way. She risked her life to protect God’s 
servants. She could have consistently claimed to be-
lieve that Jehovah would give them victory, but she 
proved it by actions that put her squarely on the side 
of God’s people (Joshua 2; 6:22-25).
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The Parent Page 
(PP-6) is a resource 
to help parents and 

grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 

children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 

copies of this page to 
parents and grand-

parents and encour-
age them to use it 

at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 

password required.)

We should understand that the deeds these pas-
sages discuss are not deeds that we perform in an 
attempt to make us acceptable to God. It is impossible 
for us to be good enough or do enough good deeds to 
earn salvation. The relationship and friendship with 
God through faith paves the way for behavior that 
matches our relationship.

We are not trying to come up with something that 
will get us into God’s favor. On the contrary, through 
Christ, God already accepts us. It is important that 
if we claim to be friends with God, then we act like 
it. This is what James was trying to communicate to 
his readers.

DIG DEEPER:
The people and events from the Old Testament 
are more than merely a collection of interesting 
stories. They serve as examples for any number 
of New Testament truths. Taken together, the 
Old and New Testaments demonstrate the seam-
less communication of God (through word and 
deeds) with His people through the ages.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Demonstrate genuine faith by living out what we 
say we believe.

• Why are actions, rather than knowledge, the 
true indicator of faith? (Action reflects the 
change of heart that genuine faith brings.)

• What are some actions that demonstrate we 
truly know and love God? (We do things that 
put God and others before ourselves; we turn 
away from sin; we give our time, abilities, and 
resources to serve God and others.)

PP-6
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

Option 1: Ask your group members to take a mo-
ment to consider how good the Lord has been to 
them and how He has blessed them. Th en ask them to 
think about how they can respond in obedience and 
service to Him. Encourage them to thank God each 
day this week for specifi c blessings in their lives, and 
to demonstrate their faith and love for Him through 
a specifi c act of obedience or service each day.

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 6-4 
(“Take Action”) to help your group members evalu-
ate how well they are putting God’s Word into action 
and demonstrating that their faith is genuine. Give 
an opportunity for any who have never genuinely 
turned from sin to trust Christ as Savior and Lord, 
to do so. Encourage all to choose one specifi c truth 
from God’s Word they will put into action and one 
good work they will do to demonstrate their genuine 
faith this week.

 Option 3: Encourage group members to follow the 
pattern of James 1:27 this week by ministering to a 
widow. You may take her food, invite her to your 
house, or take her some item she needs. If she has 
children at home, do something for them as well. 
You might take the entire family out for dinner. Let 
them all (mother and children) know that you gen-
uinely love them. You might also suggest that your 
group receive an off ering next week for a children’s 
home or orphanage.

Live It SG LG

FTE 6-4

Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.
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Living God’s Way
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FAMILY THEME
Faith Chooses Godly Conduct

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners understand we are to 
choose to conduct ourselves in a 
godly manner, including choosing 
our words carefully, living humbly 
and wisely, submitting to God, and 
resisting Satan and his temptations.

STUDY TEXT
James 3:1—4:12

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 7-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 7-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 7-3
(poster)

q	 FTE 7-4
(handout)

q	 PP-7
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
• Living God’s Way Includes Choosing Our Words Carefully.
• Living God’s Way Includes Being Selfless and Humble.
•  Living God’s Way Includes Submitting to God and Rejecting Sinful 

Desires.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to go over the following question and answer each 
day this week and to work with family members to do so as well. What 
does the Fourth Commandment mean? Answer: The Fourth Com-
mandment (Exodus 20:8) instructs us to keep one day in seven as a 
special day of worship, set apart from the other six days. In the Chris-
tian era this day is Sunday in celebration of Jesus’ resurrection on that 
day. (Learners will find this Bible Basics note on the FTE 7-2 student 
outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set in the early years of the New Testament Church. The 
Church was experiencing persecution and conflict, and some believ-
ers were not living out their faith. James reminded them that genuine 
faith chooses godly conduct.
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Choose one of the 
Get Started options 
to capture attention 

and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 7-1 teach-

ing outline can be 
used as a guide for 

teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 

users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/

fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6312.)

Option 1: Begin by writing the word Submit on the 
board. Ask group members to share what it means 
to submit. What are some examples of ways people 
submit in our culture? (Examples might include: 
Submitting to laws, regulations, or agreements; sub-
mitting to a boss’s or a spouse’s wishes; a wrestler 
or MMA fi ghter submitting to end the contest; etc.) 
Aft er discussion, say: We all make choices to submit 
to certain things. Today we will see why it is so import-
ant for us to submit to God and resist the Devil.

Option 2: Begin this session by asking your group 
members to share a time when they, or someone 
they know, said something or typed something they 
wished they hadn’t. What was the situation and 
what was communicated? What was the result? Was 
someone hurt or embarrassed? Was it funny? Aft er 
discussion, say: James knew that our passions and de-
sires, as well as the words we use, are areas in which 
we can easily get off  track. In today’s lesson we will see 
how we can submit to God and let His wisdom guide 
our communication and behavior.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 7-1

Study the WordLG

Living God’s Way
Includes Choosing
Our Words Carefully
(James 3:1-12)

Teachers rely heavily upon communication for what 
they do (verses 1-2). James reminded the would-
be teachers among his readers that they carried a

TEACHING TIP:
As you study for each 

lesson, ask how the 
truth of Scripture col-

lides with the world 
we live in. How should 
this truth of Scripture 

affect our culture, 
and then, how should 

this truth affect me 
and my students?
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 7-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

heavier responsibility and accountability. Those who 
have learned to control what they say and type are 
usually rather mature in other areas of their Chris-
tian walks as well.

In verses 3-6, James gave some interesting exam-
ples to explain how much damage could come from 
the tongue, an otherwise insignificant part of the 
body. A powerful horse will go in the direction his 
rider indicates via the small bit in the horse’s mouth. 
Large ships change directions according to the ma-
nipulation of the relatively small rudder. And of 
course entire forests or communities can suffer de-
struction from a tiny little spark in the wrong place 
at the wrong time. In a similar way, the wrong choice 
of words can destroy lives and even civilizations. It 
is indeed as though a fire from Hell raced through 
the world.

FTE 7-2

Display the FUSION 
Teaching Essential 
7-3 (“Guard Your 
Tongue”) poster to 
reinforce the truth of 
this lesson.DIG DEEPER:

When James mentioned being set on fire by Hell, 
in verse 6, he first had in mind the source of the 
tongue’s destructive fire: Satan. The Bible de-
scribes Satan as the accuser and destroyer. How 
many perverse words are used to accuse other 
people or to malign their reputation? How much 
of what we say or type works directly to destroy 
trust, favorable opinion, and innocence itself? 
Think of Satan’s activity in the Garden of Eden, 
as He used words to wreck Adam and Eve’s trust 
of the Creator: Did God really say not to eat...? 
Words from a heart that is far from God will 
normally produce truly hellish results.

Still looking to the natural world, James then re-
ferred to how humans have domesticated wildlife 
around the world. Certainly people may control not 
just wildlife, but other people, political bodies, great 
companies or financial power, and still be undone by 
the words they use. James did not refer to the danger 

FTE 7-3
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as misspeaking or imprecise language giving rise to 
misunderstanding. He saw the danger for what it re-
ally was: a restless evil, full of deadly poison. Restless 
reminds us that we can never let down our guard. 
Deadly reminds of its insidious danger (verses 7-8).

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that the damage our words can cause 
reminds us that sin brought death and destruc-
tion into the world. Encourage parents and 
grandparents to help their loved ones under-
stand the damage words can do.

No one would expect fresh water and salt water 
from the same source. Nor do they expect fruit not 
in keeping with the plant they cultivate (olives from 
fig trees, figs from grapevines, etc.). In the same 
way, people who know and praise God should not 
be cursing people made in His image. We need not 
limit cursing to “swearing and cussing.” We can run 
down and disparage other people even when taking 
pains to use clean language (verses 9-12).

Our words can cause great damage, and we should 
seek to control them with the Lord’s help. It will help 
if we take the time to think about what we are say-
ing or typing, how it may come across to others, and 
whether it is more likely to cause damage or to build 
up someone else. We correctly refer to the use of 
thoughtless words. We must learn to think before we 
speak or type that text or social media post.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Be careful what we say and type, using words that 
build up rather than destroy.

• What do we learn about the power of our words 
from the illustrations James used (horse’s bit; 
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ship’s rudder; fire in the forest)? (Words have 
great effect and can destroy.)

• What have you found that helps you choose 
your words carefully?

Living God’s Way Includes 
Being Selfless and Humble
(James 3:13—4:3)

James shifted his focus from speech and words to ac-
tions and deeds, insisting that believers demonstrate 
their wisdom through humble and wise deeds. Bitter 
envy and ambition had become problems for James’ 
readers. Instead of shame, however, they took pride 
in their behavior (verse 14).

In verse 15, James began a contrast of two kinds of 
wisdom. Boasting, envy, and ambition did not spring 
from godly wisdom, but was worldly and demonic. 
Its source was the Devil himself. Likewise, it brought 
a clear set of results: disorder and all manner of evil 
deeds. Those with worldly wisdom work to build 
their own earthly kingdoms rather than the king-
dom of Heaven.

Disorder does not sound serious to many to-
day. The guiding principle seems to be to let things 
happen, and whatever will be will be. The word in 
Greek, however, was used to describe civil unrest or 
mob-ruled anarchy. Wherever we find a life, home, 
church, or country marked by disorder, there we find 
worldly wisdom and language hard at work.

What of godly wisdom (verse 17)? We cannot read 
this verse without thinking of how Paul described 
the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22-23. It comes 
from Heaven itself. Its results are very different from 
those of worldly wisdom: it reaps peaceful righteous-
ness.
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Verse 3:18 speaks of harvest. The amount and 
kind of harvest come from three main factors: 
1) seed; 2) soil; and 3) environment and weather. To 
reap the kind of harvest James described, we need to 
plant the seed of godly wisdom in the soil of a selfless 
heart free of jealousy, and allow it to grow in an envi-
ronment of peace, mercy, and impartiality.

Yet James’ readers knew little of such peace. They 
knew strife and bickering (verse 4:1). Again, the 
source of such conditions was their own evil desires. 
They gave way to their desires (But I want it!). They 
fought for their own benefit and hardly bothered to 
seek what God desired for them (verse 2). On those 
occasions when they did bring God into the picture, 
it was merely to try to use Him as their cosmic er-
rand boy to satisfy their own desires (verse 3). How 
could they hope for peace and righteousness in those 
conditions?

As believers, we hold to the truth that others are 
created in the image of God, and should be treated 
as such. We humble ourselves to put others ahead of 
ourselves. We do not focus only on our own needs 
but consider others’ needs as well (Philippians 2:3-4).

DIG DEEPER
Humility in verse 13 does not describe passivi-
ty or “actions befitting a doormat.” It refers to a 
mindset that deliberately chooses actions not in 
keeping with one’s own self-interest.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Live humbly and wisely, putting others ahead of 
ourselves.

• How do pride and selfishness hinder righteous-
ness and peace? (They cause us to focus only on 
what we want, including our sinful desires.)
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• Give examples of how we can put others ahead 
of ourselves and seek their good.

Living God’s Way Includes 
Submitting to God and Reject-
ing Sinful Desires
(James 4:4-12)

Many of the Old Testament prophets used strong lan-
guage to call out God’s wayward people, even call-
ing them adulterers who had betrayed their rightful 
spouse. James followed their example when he called 
his readers unfaithful adulterers. They could not be 
friends with both God and the world (verses 4-6).

We usually think of jealousy as something that is 
always inappropriate, because that is how we usual-
ly experience it. It implies a right to something and 
the perception of a threat to that right. Our jealousy 
frequently assumes a right to something that does 
not really exist, or it perceives a threat that does not 
exist. That kind of jealousy is surely improper. In the 
case of God, however, He indeed has a right to our 
complete worship and obedience, and our living by 
Satan’s values certainly poses a serious threat to that 
relationship. Hence, the jealousy the Bible ascribes 
to God is a legitimate jealousy. He will not share our 
worship with another.

How can believers be among the humble, to whom 
God shows grace? By humbling themselves and en-
gaging in actions that reflect that humility (verses 
7-9): Submit to God. Resist the devil. Draw close to 
God. Confess sin (wash hands). Clean up values and 
motivations (purify hearts). Grieve for sinful ways. 
Mourn over what has been lost. Wail over our par-
ticipation in the loss. Move from improper laughter 
to mourning. Be humble before God.

We cannot be good merely by force of will. We 
are too weak to stave off our own sinful passions, 
based on selfishness and pride. Instead, we need to 
consciously submit to God, looking to Him for the 
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The Parent Page 
(PP-7) is a resource 
to help parents and 

grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 

children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 

copies of this page to 
parents and grand-

parents and encour-
age them to use it 

at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 

password required.)

power to do His will, while resisting Satan’s attempts 
to draw us away.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that our need to submit to God and 
resist the Devil illustrates we are engaged in a 
spiritual warfare. Encourage parents and grand-
parents to discuss this key truth at home.

With such submission in view, James came back 
around to the subject of speech and language (verses 
11-12). A humble, submissive believer will not slan-
der or tear down other believers. Satan is the accuser 
(Revelation 12:10). How could believers engage in his 
behavior? It is God who applies the law the only way 
it can correctly be applied. When we slander other 
believers, we put ourselves in place of the law, as 
judge and jury. But who are we to serve as judge in 
God’s courtroom? Fortunately, God’s grace extends 
to those who turn to Him, even from such a miscar-
riage of divine justice.

DIG DEEPER:
How could James say that speaking against a 
fellow believer was the same as speaking against 
the law, or that judging a fellow believer was the 
same as judging the law? Our fellow believers are 
redeemed by the same grace and forgiveness that 
have redeemed us. For us to then condemn some-
one redeemed by God’s just actions is indeed 
equivalent to judging that very salvation process: 
God forgave me and does not consider my sin, but 
He does not act in the same way toward my fel-
low believer whom I condemn and judge. Many 
will link judge in this passage with Christ’s use 
of the word in Matthew 7:1-4 (the famous judge 
not that you be not judged passage). On that 

PP-7
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

Submit to God and His ways and resist the Devil 
and his ways.

• What does it mean to submit to God? (Acknowl-
edging we need His help to succeed against Sa-
tan; accepting His will and purposes for our 
lives; choosing to obey His commandments; 
etc.)

• How do we resist the Devil? (We avoid and fl ee 
from temptations; we pray for strength; we 
know and follow God’s Word; etc.)

occasion, Jesus took to task those who would not 
subject themselves to the same scrutiny and cri-
teria they were applying to others. Interesting-
ly, Jesus does expect us to distinguish between 
good and evil. Just a few verses later in Matthew 
7 (verses 15-20), He said we would know false 
prophets by the fruit they bear (See also James 
2:18). In summary, while we need to understand 
and admit the truth concerning sinful human 
behavior and motivations, we must always keep 
before us the truth that only God can forgive us 
and make us fi t for Heaven.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Live It SG LG

Option 1: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 7-4 
(“Worldly or Godly, Which Will It Be”) to help your 
learners discuss which kinds of attitudes, behaviors, 
and communication come from worldly wisdom 
and which come from godly wisdom. Ask them to



76 • FUSION Teaching Guide

Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 

Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 

and to discuss the 
devotions with family 

members at home.

consider which kind of wisdom their attitudes, be-
haviors, and communication have been reflecting 
lately. Encourage them to choose at least one way to 
display godly wisdom this week.

Option 2: Use the following questions to help your 
learners evaluate how they have been communicat-
ing:

• Do my words tend to build people up or tear 
them down?

• How will I resist destructive communication 
this week? How will I use spoken or written 
words to build people up this week?

Option 3: Ask the following questions to help your 
group members think through how they will submit 
to God and resist the Devil this week.

• In what specific way will you submit to God this 
week?

• What will you do to resist the Devil this week?

FTE 7-4
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FAMILY THEME
Faith Brings Deliverance

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners will understand that be-
cause Rahab had faith in the God 
of Israel, she hid the Israeli spies at 
great risk to herself. We do what is 
good and right, trusting that our fu-
ture is in God’s hands.

STUDY TEXT
Joshua 2:1-24

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 8-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 8-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 8-3
(handout)

q	 PP-8
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
• Faith in God Led Rahab to Take Bold Action.
• Faith in God Led Rahab to Follow the Directions She Was Given.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to go over the following question and answer each 
day this week and to work with family members to do so as well. What 
does the Fifth Commandment mean? Answer: The Fifth Command-
ment (Exodus 20:12) directs us to show proper respect and obedience 
to our parents. By extension, the commandment also instructs us to 
show proper respect to all those with legitimate authority over us. 
(Learners will find this Bible Basics note on the FTE 8-2 student out-
line you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set around 1406 BC after the Exodus from Egypt and af-
ter the children of Israel had wandered in the wilderness for 40 years. 
God made them do this because they refused to trust Him to drive their 
enemies out and give them the land He had promised them.
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Choose one of the 
Get Started options 
to capture attention 

and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 8-1 teach-

ing outline can be 
used as a guide for 

teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 

users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/

fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6312.)

Option 1: Begin by asking the following questions:

• What is meant by the term “reconnaissance”?
• How is reconnaissance carried out by military 

forces?
• Why is reconnaissance so important to military 

operations?

Aft er discussion, say: Today we will see how Joshua 
sent spies to gather information that would help them 
when they began to take the land God promised to 
give them and how an unlikely ally helped them.

Option 2: Ask your learners to name some activities 
people engage in that most would consider as risky. 
Which learners in your group consider themselves 
to be risk-takers? What risky activities have they 
engaged in? Aft er discussion, say: Today we will see 
how a woman named Rahab did something very risky 
because she believed in the God of Israel.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 8-1

Study the WordLG

Th is week we begin a brief visit to the book of Josh-
ua. Th e great leader Moses had died, and Joshua took 
his place as the leader of God’s people. Moses was 
God’s choice to liberate Israel from Egyptian bond-
age; Joshua was His choice to lead Israel to victory in 
taking the land of promise. While both Moses and 
Joshua were faithful men of God (a requirement that 
does not change), they each were uniquely suited to 
the needs of God’s people of their time.

Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 

FUSION Teaching 
Essential 8-2 student 

outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

FTE 8-2
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TEACHING TIP: 
Pique your learners’ 
interest by using 
interesting and 
relevant stories and 
illustrations that 
support and drive 
home the truth you 
are teaching.

Faith in God Led Rahab to 
Take Bold Action
(Joshua 2:1-14)

Following the disaster that happened when Moses 
sent the twelve spies a generation before (Numbers 
13-14), some might have given up on the use of spies 
at all. Joshua rejected such a reaction and instead de-
cided to use spies in a different way (verse 1). First, he 
sent two spies, rather than a dozen. Second, he sent 
them secretly. The stakes were too high to risk de-
moralizing the people if this report came back nega-
tive. He also gave them a very particular intelligence 
target: Jericho.

The spies entered the city and found lodging at 
the house of Rahab, a prostitute. Such places often 
served as inns for travelers. It was a good place to 
gather information vital to Israel’s objectives with-
out drawing unwelcome attention to themselves.

Nevertheless, they did not escape notice (verse 2). 
The king may have sent soldiers to Rahab, knowing 
that her place was the most likely to welcome out of 
town visitors. Perhaps the report to the king also indi-
cated where the outsiders had been spotted. Regard-
less, the message was clear: turn over those visitors be-
cause they are spies who mean us harm (verse 3).

Rahab had already hidden the men, either 
through judicious caution or perhaps because she 
had detected that one of her guests was on his way to 
inform the king (verse 4). She deceived the soldiers 
and protected the spies. It was useless to deny they 
had been there; much better to send the soldiers on a 
fruitless manhunt (verse 5). Verse 6 explains that the 
spies hid under stalks of flax. Flax provided the raw 
material for linen, and part of the process involved 
laying out the flax to dry in the sun. The flat roofs 
common to the area were ideal for this purpose. As 
the king’s men hurried off to try to overtake the spies 
before they reached the Jordan River, the city gates 
closed for the night (verse 7).
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Rahab’s actions were treason to the city-state of 
Jericho and its king. Discovery would most like-
ly have meant the death penalty for Rahab and her 
family. The remainder of the passage will explain 
why she made such a dangerous decision.

DIG DEEPER
What of Rahab’s deception? We should remind 
ourselves that the text itself neither condemns 
nor praises her method. The New Testament 
however praises her motivation and its results 
(Hebrews 11:31; James 2:25; Matthew 1:5). It 
commends to us Rahab’s faith, a faith that led 
her into a dangerous path. Is it then “okay” to 
lie for a good reason, as Rahab did? Jesus tells 
us that the Devil is the father of lies (John 8:44). 
Indeed some believers have condemned her de-
ceit, saying God would have miraculously de-
livered the spies via other means if only Rahab 
had told the truth. This is an interesting thought, 
but Scripture gives us no certain basis for such a 
claim. We must be careful about using the ends 
to justify unworthy means, however. Rahab lied 
to protect the physical survival of the spies and 
the people of Israel. Our lies tend to focus on sav-
ing our own reputation or avoiding embarrass-
ment. Also, before we seize Rahab’s example as 
one for us to follow, we should understand that 
Scripture clearly is against prostitution but did 
not explicitly condemn Rahab for that either! 
Some believers approach the issue by asking, 
“Who has the right to our truthful response?” 
Normally, the answer would be everyone. In Ra-
hab’s case, however, the king and his men clearly 
meant harm to innocent people. Did their ac-
tions forfeit their right to a true response? This 
passage reminds us that all of us have sins in 
our lives that God could condemn. We sin and 
make mistakes, even serious ones. Rahab shows 
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In verses 8-13, we learn what drove Rahab’s be-
havior. She understood that God (LORD, the per-
sonal covenant name of Jehovah God, Yahweh) had 
given the land to Israel. The remaining residents were 
scared to death. They had heard what God had done 
for Israel: 1) their deliverance from Egypt a gener-
ation before, and 2) the more recent destruction of 
Amorite kingdoms who barred their way. Rahab un-
derstood that God alone was LORD in Heaven and 
on earth. She would not make the mistake of the 
Amorites. She would not stand in the way of Israel. 
Instead, she would help them. In exchange, she only 
asked the spies to save her own life, as well as the 
lives of her family members.

The spies recognized a fair deal when they saw 
one (verse 14). She saved their lives, and they in turn 
would protect her and all her family. Living quar-
ters were more crowded in ancient Jericho than what 
most of us experience. Doubtless many of the family 
already knew what Rahab had done, or at least were 
suspicious. Perhaps the family had discussed news 
of the approaching Israelites and what it meant. The 
entire family would have to help protect the spies. 
The you in verse 14 is plural: If you (in this family) do 
not tell, we will treat you (this family) well.

us that even a life pattern of sin can give way to a 
life of faith. Second, it shows us that God is con-
cerned about whether or not people act in ways 
that show they trust Him. Rahab did not have 
the Ten Commandments or any of God’s laws. 
She knew little about Him, but she understood 
He was bringing in His people. She chose to side 
with Him. That was a start, and a powerful one 
at that. (The discussion about the ethics of Ra-
hab’s deception can prove to be a rabbit hole of 
pointless debate, or it can serve as a springboard 
to meaningful exchange and reflection. Your job 
will be to steer it into a useful direction and fo-
cus on Rahab’s faith.)
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Rahab seems an unlikely convert in many ways. 
She was a pagan and a prostitute. Yet, she had come 
to understand that God was in control. She humbly 
aligned herself with God’s plan for mankind and 
demonstrated that with action. James spent much of 
his letter in the New Testament addressing this issue. 
He even specifically mentioned Rahab as an example 
of someone who demonstrated the fledgling faith in 
her heart through her deeds (James 2:25). We have 
little trouble understanding that a lack of faith pro-
duces actions in keeping with doubt or unbelief. We 
should not find it difficult to understand that faith in 
our hearts will also produce actions in keeping with 
faith and belief.

DIG DEEPER
This passage provides an important bit of infor-
mation about Israel’s conquest of Canaan. Those 
who would turn from their idols to participate in 
God’s plan for Israel could escape the destruc-
tion we so often associate with the conquest. God 
had waited hundreds of years as the wickedness 
of the Canaanites reached its limit (Genesis 
15:16). His promise to Israel also functioned as 
the punishment for Canaanite wickedness (Deu-
teronomy 9:4-5). Yet even in the middle of such 
great historical change and upheaval, God was 
still accepting new recruits, so to speak. He ex-
tended His mercy even to repentant pagans.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Take action to demonstrate what we believe.

• What has God done in the past (in Scripture 
and in your life) that motivates you to trust in 
Him today?
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• What are some bold actions we can take that 
demonstrate our trust in God? (Forgiving 
someone who hurt us badly; giving sacrificial-
ly to support God’s work; sharing our faith; 
doing what is right when others do what is 
wrong; etc.)

Faith in God Led Rahab 
to Follow the Directions 
She Was Given
(Joshua 2:15-24)

In verses 15 and 16 we find Rahab’s instructions to the 
spies. They had reason to trust her. After all, she had 
not denounced them when she could have. She sent 
them into the hills, away from the route of someone 
wanting to hurry back across the river. It was a wood-
ed wasteland, with many caves, and ideal for the spies 
to hide for a few days until after the men from Jericho 
would give up, assuming the spies had escaped.

In verses 17-20 we find the conditions Rahab and 
her family would need to meet if they wanted the 
promise of safety to remain valid:

1. A scarlet cord would need to be hanging in 
the same window out of which the spies were 
let down. This would indicate which house to 
spare;

2. The family would need to take shelter in that 
house, and nowhere else; and

3. The family had to keep the secret. The secret 
likely included some plans the spies had dis-
cussed for how to take the city.

Rahab agreed and the spies went on their way (verse 
21). After three days of hiding (verse 22), the spies 
were able to report back to Joshua (verse 23). Their 
conclusion (verse 24), so different from the report a 
generation before, had to thrill his heart: They are 
scared to death of us; surely this is a sign that God has 
given us the land!
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The Parent Page 
(PP-8) is a resource 
to help parents and 

grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 

children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 

copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
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at home this week. 
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available for FREE 
download at www.
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password required.)

Rahab included her family in God’s plan for this 
world. She had no idea she would end up being an 
ancestor of Jesus Himself, her true Redeemer. Like-
wise, we have no idea what God will do through us 
or those who follow us. But we can trust God to use 
us well.

DIG DEEPER
Rahab backed up her faith by following through 
with actions that demonstrated her faith was 
genuine (James 2:25). Because she followed 
through, the spies were able to return safely to 
Joshua and provide him valuable information. 
Her family was saved from destruction. Finally, 
Rahab herself was welcomed into the Israelite 
community and received a place in the Prom-
ised Land (Joshua 6:25). Many have seen in this 
incident an analogy with our faith in Christ. 
The “scarlet cord of redemption” threads its way 
through the Bible. The blood of Christ redeems 
us and protects us from God’s judgment. We, 
too, must take our place of protection in Christ 
alone and nowhere else.

Directions sometimes seem simple, but we may 
still find them difficult. Adam and Eve had one in-
struction: leave the fruit of one particular tree alone. 
They failed. Rahab had three simple instructions. 
She succeeded. Obedience is the proof of our faith. 
Faithful concrete action indicates the condition of 
our hearts and our faith.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that Rahab is a wonderful example of 
how God offers salvation and forgiveness through 
faith in Jesus Christ. She trusted in God, and He 
delivered her. Encourage parents and grand- 

PP-8
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

Obey God’s Word and follow His directions.

• Our culture tells us to look out for number one, 
do what makes us happy, fi nd our own truth, 
etc. How is this diff erent from what God in-
structs us to do?

• How have you seen Christians mocked or perse-
cuted for following God’s directions?  

parents to help their loved ones understand this 
key truth.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Live It SG LG

Option 1: Ask and discuss the following:

• In what ways can it be “risky” to live out our 
faith in our culture?

• Why should we be willing to live out our faith, 
even when it might involve some risk?

• What could you do this week to demonstrate 
your trust in God and desire to follow Him, even 
if it involves some risk?

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 8-3 
(“Whom Do You Follow?”) to help learners think 
through how fully they are obeying God and follow-
ing His directions. Th e handout will ask them how 
we may benefi t from following God’s directions, and 
how we may bring trouble on ourselves if we do not 
follow His directions. Encourage them to identify at 
least one command or direction they could more ful-
ly follow this week and to do so. FTE 8-3
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Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.

Option 3: Ask and discuss the following:

• What can I do this week to demonstrate my 
faith?

• Which of God’s commands or instructions do I 
need to follow more carefully? How will I do so 
this week?
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FAMILY THEME
God Honors Obedience

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners see that God provided the 
Israelites an unusual battle plan 
that required them to trust Him for 
an incredible victory over Jericho. 
We obey God’s Word, trusting that 
He knows what is best.

STUDY TEXT
Joshua 6:1-27

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 9-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 9-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 9-3
(poster)

q	 FTE 9-4
(teacher only 
handout)

q	 FTE 9-5
(handout)

q	 PP-9
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
• God’s Ways Might Not Always Seem to Make Sense.
• Doing Things God’s Way Leads to Success.
• God Keeps His Word and So Should We.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to go over the following question and answer each 
day this week and to work with family members to do so as well. What 
does the Sixth Commandment mean? Answer: The Sixth Command-
ment (Exodus 20:13) teaches us human life is sacred. We should use 
all lawful means of preserving human life, both ours and others. It is 
wrong to commit murder. (Learners can find this Bible Basics note on 
the FTE 9-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set a few days after the spies returned from Jericho with 
a good report. God had stopped the flow of the Jordan River so His 
people could cross and begin to take the land God had promised them.
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Choose one of the 
Get Started options 
to capture attention 

and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 9-1 teach-

ing outline can be 
used as a guide for 

teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 

users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/

fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6312.)

Option 1: Begin by asking learners if they have ever 
seen instructions that made no sense. It may have 
been instructions for assembling something or for 
how to use something. Here is an example taken 
from a 1962 Honda Motor Cycle instruction book 
translated by Honda for American motorcycle rid-
ers: When a passenger of the foot, hooves in sight, 
tootel the horn trumpet melodiously at fi rst. If he still 
obstacles your passage, tootel him with vigor and ex-
press by word of mouth, warning Hi, Hi. Ask them 
how they felt when the instructions made no sense. 
Aft er discussion, say: Sometimes God’s instructions 
don’t seem to make sense. Today we will explore some 
instructions God gave Joshua that did not make sense 
and required that the Israelites trust Him.

Option 2: Begin by asking your learners to think 
of someone they have known who always kept his or 
her word and someone who oft en did not keep his or 
her word. How did this aff ect how they viewed these 
people? Aft er discussion, say: Keeping our word has 
a lot to do with how people view us. Today we will 
see another instance when God proved faithful to His 
word and how Israel honored the spies’ word to Rahab 
and her family.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 9-1

Study the WordLG

Aft er the spies returned from Jericho (see last week’s 
study), Joshua set about preparing the people for 
their fi rst battle in the conquest of Canaan—Jericho. 
God led them across the Jordan River on dry ground 
(Joshua 3-4). Now, nothing stood between the Israel-
ites and Jericho, except for its formidable walls.
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 9-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

God’s Ways Might Not Always 
Seem to Make Sense
(Joshua 6:1-5)

The spies had learned from Rahab that fear of the Is-
raelites had overtaken the Canaanites such as those 
in Jericho. That fear led the city to close its gates 
(verse 1). They did not even send patrols to harass the 
Israelites or to look for food or other supplies. Jeri-
cho’s leaders surely thought themselves secure inside 
the city walls. Jericho had water and food supplies, 
and had withstood many attacks over the years. Yet 
its people were terrified. They had heard of what hap-
pened to Egypt and the other nations along the way 
(Joshua 2:9-11). Even the flooding Jordan River had 
provided no defense (Joshua 3:15-16). TEACHING TIP: 

Do not try to avoid 
tough questions 
people may have. 
Familiarize yourself 
with the material to 
prepare to address 
the issue forthrightly. 
(An example from 
this lesson is the eth-
ics/morality of killing 
the inhabitants of the 
Promised Land. See 
the Explore note later 
in this lesson.)

FTE 9-2

DIG DEEPER:
Jericho is one of the oldest cities on earth. It is 
also one of the lowest, sitting well below sea level 
(750 feet below). One mound that many archae-
ologists associate with Jericho covers about ten 
acres, but others believe that the Jericho of Josh-
ua’s day may have only covered five or six acres. 
Its central area sat atop a large mound, built on 
the ruins of previous versions of Jericho. A 15-
foot stone wall stabilized the sides of the mound. 
Mud brick walls about six feet thick, and perhaps 
13-24 feet tall stood at the top of the mound, as 
well as along the lower outer defenses.

Archaeologists disagree on the time period of 
Joshua’s destruction of Jericho, but some inter-
esting items that correspond to what the Bible 
describes have come to light from one particular 
set of ruins:

• A set of inner and outer city walls. The 
space in between would have held housing.

• Material from the mud brick walls that fell 
outside the outer wall (creating approaches 
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God’s instructions to Joshua began with the sim-
ple assurance that victory was already secure (verse 
2). Jericho thought it had gathered everyone inside 
its city walls to protect them. In truth, they had 
merely concentrated themselves into a more limited 
area of attack. They were already in Joshua’s hands. 
Israel had only to: 1) March around the city one time 
with the entire army, and repeat the march for six 
days (verse 3). 2) Configure the procession accord-
ing to God’s instructions: seven priests continually 
blowing trumpets in front of the ark (verse 4). 3) On 
the seventh day, march around the city seven times 
(verse 4). At the end of the seventh tour, signal the 
attack with a long blast (verse 5). 4) With trumpets 
and shouting, attack straight ahead, from all sides, as 
the wall collapsed (verse 5).

These instructions surely seemed very strange and 
called for great trust. Joshua and the Israelites had 
to trust God’s strategy: this was like no battle plan 
they would ever have developed. They had to trust 
God’s timing: six days of doing nothing but walking 
and trumpeting could cause the Israelites to grow 
uneasy. They had to trust God’s presence: taking the 
ark of the covenant, by God’s instruction, into bat-
tle with them reminded them that God’s presence 
would bring victory. They had to trust God’s prom-
ise: God promised the wall would fall with the shout. 
If it didn’t, the soldiers would have been vulnerable 
to rocks and other weapons as they approached the 
well-defended city in their battle charge.

Likewise, we too should trust God’s plan, timing, 
and promise as we live in His presence. Daily obedi-
ence will reveal to us what we need to know.

for Israelite soldiers to run up and over the 
outer defenses).

• Evidence of burning but not much loot-
ing: recently harvested stores of grain un-
touched except by fire.

• A thick layer of ash.



Display the FUSION 
Teaching Essential 
9-3 (“Higher Ways”) 
poster to reinforce 
the truth of this 
section.

Do as God says, even when it does not seem to 
make sense.

• How do you think the priests and leaders felt 
when they first heard Joshua give God’s instruc-
tions?

• What are some things God asks us to do that 
don’t seem to make sense? (Pray for our en-
emies; forgive those who hurt us; bless those 
who curse us; etc.)

Doing Things God’s Way 
Leads to Success
(Joshua 6:6-21)

Verses 6-11 give us more details about the important 
preparation Joshua did. First he briefed the priests on 
their role. Then he spoke to the people, telling them 
to march silently and then return to camp.

For six days, the people did as instructed (vers-
es 12-14). Soldiers went before and after the priest-
ly procession (which included the symbol of God’s 
presence with them—the ark of the covenant). Some 
scholars estimate that the line would have stretched 
more than long enough to surround the city, with the 
front of the line returning to camp even as the back 
of the line was still on its way to or around Jericho.

On the seventh day, the line likely would have 
snaked around Jericho several times. Joshua issued 

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that God gave Joshua instructions. 
God gives us instruction in His Word. The Bible 
is God’s Word. Encourage parents and grandpar-
ents to make sure family members understand 
we go to God’s Word for instructions.

APPLY IT  SG LG
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FTE 9-3
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a reminder that they were not to loot the city. They 
would destroy all that would burn. The priestly trea-
sury would receive any metal. They were to destroy 
any and all, saving only Rahab and any of her family 
who took shelter with her in her home (verses 15-19).

As instructed, the trumpets sounded, and the peo-
ple shouted. The wall collapsed, spilling enough rub-
ble that the soldiers could charge straight into the city. 
Everything in Jericho was killed and burned (verses 
20-21). The phrase devoted to the Lord refers to an 
offering, something not to be used in any other way. 
This destruction was the judgment of God because of 
Jericho’s abominations (Deuteronomy 18:9-14).

DIG DEEPER
Many people struggle with passages that de-
scribe the utter destruction of all the inhabi-
tants of a city such as Jericho. Is this evidence 
of a bloodthirsty racism on the part of Israel? Is 
this an arbitrary deity choosing whom to bless 
and whom to curse? We should not avoid the dif-
ficulty, yet we must strive for clear-headed and 
warm-hearted thinking. Consider:

• Hundreds of years before, God foresaw 
that Canaanite sin would reach a peak re-
quiring judgment and removal (Genesis 
15:16; Deuteronomy 18:9-12).

• God provided ample warning: the Canaan-
ites had heard of how He had delivered Is-
rael from Egypt. They could have chosen to 
flee or relocate, or even to embrace the God 
of Israel, as Rahab had done. Instead, they 
insisted on resisting.

• They were not an innocent population. 
They engaged in some of the most immor-
al religious practices imaginable, includ-
ing child sacrifice. Centuries before, Ca-
naanites had known Abraham, Isaac, and 
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Enjoy blessing and godly success by following 
God’s instruction.

• What are some benefits of obeying God? (Close 
fellowship with Him; blessing and provision; 
experiencing His plan for us; etc.)

Jacob, who surely spoke of the one true 
God they served. Yet they persisted in their 
evil practices.

• Choices—political, civil, religious, and 
otherwise—have consequences. When our 
choices place us in opposition to God’s 
purposes, we should expect severe conse-
quences.

• These instructions did not apply to any and 
all opposition that Israel might ever face. 
They were specific to taking the land and 
the cities God instructed them to take. 
They do not furnish us a pattern for how 
we should conduct warfare today!

• It is a logical fallacy to accuse an action or 
command of God as being immoral, if one 
has rejected the basis of that morality—
God and the teaching of Scripture.

God knew that continued Canaanite influence 
would jeopardize Israel’s presence in the land. 
He was preparing a land, a culture, and a people 
to produce the Messiah, the Savior for the entire 
world. Make sure learners understand that Isra-
el dealt harshly with God’s enemies because He 
told them to. We do not have license to deal so 
harshly with our enemies. In fact, Jesus taught 
us to love our enemies. Those are God’s instruc-
tions to us.

APPLY IT  SG LG
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The Parent Page 
(PP-9) is a resource 
to help parents and 

grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 

children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 

copies of this page to 
parents and grand-

parents and encour-
age them to use it 

at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 

password required.)

• What consequences might come from disobey-
ing God? (Hindered fellowship with Him; bro-
ken relationships; removal of God’s blessing; 
etc.)

God Keeps His Word 
and So Should We
(Joshua 6:22-27)

Verses 22-27 describe the aftermath of the battle. 
God had kept His promises, now Israel kept theirs 
to Rahab and her family. The spies brought her and 
her family safely out from their home. Placing them 
“outside the camp” signifies they were considered 
unclean at that time. We know that later they be-
came fully absorbed into Israel, however (verse 25). 
Verse 24 repeats the destruction of the city and the 
setting aside of precious metals to the Lord. It also 
reminds us, via the example of Rahab, of how God 
spared the lives of those who trusted Him.

DIG DEEPER
Giving the first fruits of a harvest or conquest 
to God is a common theme in Scripture. Jericho 
served as a special kind of first fruits, the first 
city west of the Jordan to fall to God’s people. 
Devoting the city entirely to God (either via de-
struction or through bringing the precious met-
als into the Temple treasury) is a special example 
of this principle.

There was no command not to rebuild the city 
of Jericho, but Joshua did pronounce a curse upon 
whoever did. Joshua’s curse (verse 26) came to pass 
hundreds of years later during the reign of Ahab in 
the northern kingdom of Israel. Hiel rebuilt Jericho, 
and it cost the lives of his eldest and youngest sons to 
do so, just as Joshua had said (1 Kings 16:34).PP-9
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It is easy to imagine how the victory over Jericho 
would garner fame and respect for Israel and its lead-
er Joshua (verse 27). As they say, word gets around. 
Obedience and victory will do that, even today.

DIG DEEPER
God would continue to keep His promise to give 
Israel the land as they obeyed His instructions. 
Ai eventually fell (chapter 8). God caused the 
sun to “stand still” so Israel’s army had time to 
completely wipe out the armies of an Amorite 
coalition (chapter 10; for more on this see: bit.
ly/CMLongDay and FTE 9-4 (“Joshua’s Long 
Day”). Other kings and cities in northern and 
southern Canaan fell to Joshua and the Israelites 
(chapters 10-11).

APPLY IT  SG LG

Trust in God’s promises and keep our own.

• Why can we trust God to keep all of His promis-
es? (He cannot lie; He has proven over and over 
He is faithful to His word.)

• Why is it important for believers to keep prom-
ises? (It supports our witness; it shows others—
especially our children— what God is like; we 
are like Christ when we do so.)

FTE 9-4

Live It SG LG

Option 1: Lead the group in compiling a list of 
some of God’s promises. Remind them about God’s 
faithfulness to keep His promises. Which of God’s 
promises are encouraging to them right now. Th en 

Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.
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Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 

Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 

and to discuss the 
devotions with family 

members at home.

lead the group in a discussion of promises that we 
make in our culture (marriage vows, employment 
contracts, to attend an event or do something special 
for someone, etc.) What happens when we consis-
tently keep our promises? What happens when we 
don’t keep our promises? Encourage them to be sure 
to keep promises they have made.

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 9-5 
(“Follow the Directions”) to help your group mem-
bers find and follow God’s directions for a challeng-
ing situation they are facing. Get them started on the 
handout and encourage them to complete it at home 
this week. Remind them it is always best to do things 
God’s way.

 Option 3: Ask your learners to consider any of 
God’s commands or instructions they struggle to 
follow. These may not seem to make sense, or they 
may be especially difficult for them to obey. Encour-
age them to step out in faith to follow God’s instruc-
tions in that area this week.

FTE 9-5
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FAMILY THEME
God Chooses Unusual Leaders

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners will understand that God 
uses all kinds of people and strat-
egies to accomplish His purposes. 
We obey Him, trusting His plan.

STUDY TEXT
Judges 4:1-24

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 10-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 10-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 10-3
(handout)

q	 PP-10
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
•  Confession and Repentance Are the First Steps Toward Restoration 

With God.
•  God Uses Many Different People and Strategies to Accomplish His 

Purposes.
• Victory Is Found in God’s Power and Ways, Not Our Own.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to go over the following question and answer 
each day this week and to work with family members to do so as well. 
What does the Seventh Commandment mean? Answer: The Seventh 
Commandment (Exodus 20:14) means the marriage covenant is to be 
guarded from any sexual impurities. Husbands and wives are to be 
faithful to one another. (Learners can find this Bible Basics note on 
the FTE 10-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set around 1200 BC in the time between the death of 
Joshua and the rise of the monarchy. The Israelites began a cycle of 
apostasy in which they repeatedly turned away from God, only to be 
delivered by a series of judges. Deborah was the fourth such judge.
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Choose one of the 
Get Started options 
to capture attention 

and get this lesson 
started.

Option 1: Begin by asking learners to share the 
names of spiritual leaders who have proven to be 
wise, trustworthy, and faithful to God. Aft er discus-
sion, say: Good spiritual leaders are a great treasure 
for us. Today we will see how God used a spiritual 
leader named Deborah to deliver His people from op-
pression.

Option 2: Begin by writing the word apathy on the 
board and asking learners what it means. Discuss 
what causes apathy and how we can avoid it. Aft er 
discussion, say: Apathy can be a problem for us spir-
itually. Today we will see how God’s people struggled 
with spiritual apathy and what God did about it.

Get StartedSG LG

The FUSION Teach-
ing Essential 10-1 

teaching outline can 
be used as a guide for 

teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines are 
also available as edit-

able Word documents. 
Print users can go to 
www.d6curriculum.
com/fusion. (Down-

load code:
FUTU 6312.)

Study the WordLG

Th e book of Judges is named aft er the collection of 
individuals, referred to as judges, who led Israel in 
the interim period between Joshua’s death and the 
rise of the monarchy under Samuel (1385 to 1050 
BC). Authorship of the book is historically ascribed 
to Samuel and would have likely been penned be-
tween 1040 and 1020 BC, aft er Saul became king but 
before David came to the throne. Th e book portrays 
Israel’s drift  from God and the ensuing challenges 
they faced aft er Joshua’s death.

Confession and Repentance 
Are the First Steps Toward 
Restoration With God
(Judges 4:1-3)

As chapter 4 opens, we see Israel drift  from God 
and return to their cycle of disobedience during a 

TEACHING TIP:
Remember not to

build your theology 
and doctrine on an 

obscure passage or 
strained interpre-

tation of Scripture. 
See what the rest of 

Scripture says about 
the subject or topic.

FTE 10-1
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching Es-
sential 10-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

time of peace and prosperity (Judges 3:30). They 
experienced another spiritual relapse and the judg-
ment that came with it. We must realize that peace 
and prosperity bring with them the danger of drift-
ing away from God. We must guard against becom-
ing complacent in our walk with God.

The expression did what was evil in the sight of the 
Lord is the same expression used in Judges 2:11 and 
3:12. The cycle quickly became familiar: the judge 
died, the people did evil in the sight of the Lord, and 
God delivered them into the hands of the enemy. In 
this case, Israel was sold into the hands of Jabin, the 
king of Canaan. Hazor was 18 miles northwest of the 
Sea of Galilee and was the most important Canaan-
ite stronghold in Galilee.

Spiritual apathy was one of the greatest weakness-
es of Israel and is one of the greatest challenges we 
face today. Like Israel, our sinful bent tempts us to 
stop caring about and focusing on the things of God. 
We must be on guard lest we suffer dreaded conse-
quences for our actions as did Israel.

In verse 3, Israel took the first step toward change. 
They cried out to the Lord. Many Christians may re-
late to the pattern Israel repeated. When the pain of 
sin became severe, they would return and seek God’s 
mercy. Because of His love for His people and His 
great mercy, God would extend forgiveness and seek 
to restore them to a right relationship with Him. 
Nothing has really changed through the centuries; 
sin still brings with it horrible consequences, and 
those consequences can lead us back to God.

The reasons that Israel cried out to God at this 
point are found in verse 3. They had been held cap-
tive by Jabin for 20 years and he had 900 chariots of 
iron. These chariots were especially difficult for an 
infantry such as Israel’s to handle. Needless to say, 
Israel was in a hopeless situation, and thus they cried 
out to God.

FTE 10-2
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While there is a tragic cycle in this book with the 
Israelites sinning, wallowing in that sin, crying to 
God for relief, only later to fall back into the same pit 
of sin, the principle here remains the same. The Lord 
does not refuse a broken and contrite heart (Psalm 
51:17). So, in those moments of weakness, rebellion, 
and sin, turn to the Lord in confession and repen-
tance.

DIG DEEPER:
In verse 3, Israel cried out to the Lord, an expres-
sion that is used repeatedly throughout the book 
of Judges. It was in response to this cry that God 
repeatedly chose to act on their behalf. Was this 
a genuine expression of repentance, or some-
thing else? In this case, as with most of the other 
uses in the Old Testament, most commentators 
believe it was more a cry for relief from suffering 
than a genuine sorrow for sin. If this were gen-
uine repentance, it is unlikely that Israel would 
have repeatedly fallen into the same sins. God, 
however, responded to their cries for help.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Confess and turn away from sin and practice disci-
plines that keep you close to the Lord.

• Why do we sometimes tend to drift away from 
God when everything is going well? (We don’t 
feel our need for God’s blessing and help; we let 
our guard down.)

• What disciplines can help us maintain a close 
walk with the Lord? (A fervent devotion and 
prayer time; fellowship with other believers; 
confession of sin; service; etc.)
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God Uses Many Different 
People and Strategies to Ac-
complish His Purposes
(Judges 4:4-10)

Israel’s deliverer at this time was a woman named 
Deborah. Deborah was unique not only because she 
was female, but also because she served a dual role 
of both prophetess and judge. Raising up Deborah 
was an act of grace on God’s part, but also an act 
of humiliation for the Israelites. After all, this was a 
male-dominant culture in which the need for lead-
ership was typically accepted and filled by men. 
Clearly, Deborah was a brilliant lady who was high-
ly respected and whose opinion was accepted. From 
verse 5, we learn that she settled disputes between 
the people. Deborah was the only Israelite judge that 
acted anything like a judge as the term is typically 
understood today.

In her wisdom, Deborah understood she was not 
a military leader, nor would she ever be respected as 
such. She summoned Barak, in verse 6, to lead the 
charge for Israel. What she said to Barak is intrigu-
ing—Has not the Lord commanded you? This was 
probably not something Barak had already heard 
from God, but instead was a message delivered 
through Deborah to Barak with the authority grant-
ed her by God Himself.

Barak, the newly minted military leader, was to 
gather 10,000 men from the tribes of Naphtali and 
Zebulun, and lead them to Mount Tabor (verse 6). 
Mount Tabor sat at 1,300 feet above sea level and was 
a place of relative safety from the Canaanite chari-
ots. It would have been very difficult, if not impos-
sible, for the Canaanites to attack from below with 
any measure of success. The Lord promised Barak, in 
verse 7, that He would draw out Sisera, the Canaanite 
commander, and deliver him into Barak’s hands. All 
of this was in response to the cries and brokenness 
of the Israelites.
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When God orchestrated this plan of deliverance 
for Israel, He involved people and strategies that may 
have seemed counter-intuitive to the military strate-
gies of that day. Deborah highlighted this reality for 
Barak. She emphasized the elements that were going 
to be “unusual.” You will not receive any honor for 
winning this battle. And God is going to slay the ene-
my commander by the hands of a woman (verse 9). It 
is a reminder that deliverance and daily victory may 
come in ways that seem strange to us or to others.

All of this came in response to the words of Barak 
in verse 8. Like Moses (Exodus 3-4), Gideon (Judges 
6), and Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1), Barak hesitated when 
given God’s instructions. This hesitancy, however, 
was not necessarily a mark of cowardice. Instead, 
Barak knew Deborah’s presence meant also having 
the Lord’s presence with him. And further, he be-
lieved that Jehovah God had to act on their behalf if 
they were to be victorious. For these reasons Barak 
told Deborah he would not go to battle if she did not 
go with him (verse 8). Hebrews 11:32, however, indi-
cates that Barak was indeed a man of faith.

In verse 9, Deborah informed Barak that even 
though he would be leading Israel to victory, he 
would not receive the credit or the glory. Some schol-
ars believe this to be the result of Barak’s perceived 
doubt in verse 8. The credit that would typically go 
to the military leader (Barak), instead would be giv-
en to a woman. While Barak likely expected this to 
be a reference to Deborah, it seemed to be a more 
prophetic statement and refer to Jael (Judges 4:21). So 
while Barak would win a notable victory, his heroic 
nature is diminished. With Deborah’s assurance of 
the Lord’s presence and victory, Barak, accompanied 
by Deborah, deployed the troops and sent them into 
battle (verse 10).

There is so much to this story that does not seem 
to fit the normal rationale. For instance, why would 
God choose a woman to kill Sisera? And, why would 
the victory depend on Deborah’s presence? Further, 
why would Barak be commanded to lead the troops 
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in such an unconventional way? Like Barak, the di-
rectives of God sometimes leave us wondering what 
God is up to. In those times, however, we must trust 
the heart and wisdom of God and accept that He 
knows what He is doing. He sees the big picture and 
knows the specifics we will never know. Even when 
life doesn’t make sense, do what is right and trust 
that God knows what He is doing. In the end, His 
plan is always best.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Seek help and guidance from wise believers God 
has placed in your life and trust God’s plan.

• Name some spiritual leaders who have helped 
you in your walk with God. How did they help? 
How were these leaders different from one an-
other?

• In what circumstances have you found it par-
ticularly difficult to trust what God was doing? 
How did this situation turn out for good? 

Victory Is Found in 
God’s Power and Ways, 
Not Our Own
(Judges 4:11-24)

As Deborah and Barak followed God’s leading and 
trusted in His power, they experienced an amaz-
ing victory, although the odds were against them. 
Sisera’s army seemed to be an invincible opponent. 
Judges 1:19 records that Judah had not been able to 
drive out certain inhabitants in the land because 
they had “chariots of iron.” Yet chapter 4 provides 
encouragement that there are no invincible enemies 
when we obey God’s leadership in our lives.

In verse 11, the reader is given some introductory 
background and names that will play a vital role as 
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The Parent Page 
(PP-10) is a resource 
to help parents and 

grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 

children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 

copies of this page to 
parents and grand-

parents and encour-
age them to use it 

at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 

password required.)

the story unfolds in verses 12-16. The reader first met 
Heber the Kenite (descendants of Moses’ father-in-
law) in Judges 1:16. This reference to Heber seems to 
suggest he may be one that plays a vital role as the 
story unfolds. Instead, Heber’s wife, Jael, will be the 
victor (verses 17-18).

In verses 12-13, Sisera, the Canaanite command-
er, called up his troops to battle against the Israelites. 
In his mind, there was no reason he should lose this 
battle. After all, they had been ruling over the Jews 
for 20 years and the military force, armed with the 
best equipment known to man, should never suffer 
a defeat to the likes of the Israelite army. While the 
story leaves the impression that Sisera was calling 
the shots and functioning on his own, the reader 
knows from verse 7 that the Lord was setting the 
stage for a major showdown. Little did anyone know 
how atypical this battle would be.

From verse 14, it appears that Deborah anticipat-
ed Barak’s hesitation and questioning. She remind-
ed Barak that the Lord had already gone before him 
and had prepared the victory for him. Barak took his 
10,000 troops as directed by the Lord and went down 
from Mount Tabor to engage in the battle. The Lord 
did exactly what He said He would do and delivered 
the victory to Barak in such a decisive way that not 
a Canaanite man, besides Sisera, was left standing 
(verses 15-16).

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that the Israelites’ unlikely victory over 
Sisera and his army illustrate that we should al-
ways trust and obey the Lord. He is the Sovereign 
Lord of all. Encourage parents and grandparents 
to impress this truth upon their children and 
grandchildren.

Sisera fled on foot and encountered the wife of 
Heber, referenced in verse 11. The ultimate victory PP-10
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

was delivered to Israel through Heber’s wife Jael as 
she took a tent peg and drove it through the temple 
of Sisera, who lay fast asleep in her tent. Verses 23-
24 conclude the story by adding that God subdued 
Jabin, the king of Canaan before the people of Israel.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Obey God, trusting His wisdom and power.

• Why is obeying God always best for us? (He 
loves us and wants the best for us; He has the 
power to bring about His purposes; it leads to 
God’s blessing; etc.)

• How would you answer someone who asked you 
why he or she should trust God?

Live It SG LG

Option 1: Ask the following for discussion:

• What specifi c steps can we take to guard against 
complacency and apathy in our relationship 
with God? (Consistent devotional time with 
God; use our gift s and abilities in serving God; 
be actively involved in sharing the gospel; etc.)

• What step will you take this week to help you 
stay fresh in your relationship with God?

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 10-3 
(“Trust and Obey”) to help learners consider how 
they can more fully trust and obey God. Let them 
complete the worksheet, and then discuss it together. 
Encourage them to identify a specifi c way they could 
more fully obey God this week and to do so in order 
to demonstrate their trust in God. FTE 10-3
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Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.

Option 3: Encourage learners who are struggling 
to trust what God is doing to discuss their situation 
with a trusted spiritual leader this week. Disappoint-
ments often leave us uncertain about God’s plan. You 
may be able to reframe those situations when you 
talk with others about them.
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FAMILY THEME
God Calls Ordinary People

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners will understand that God 
used a reluctant Gideon and only 
300 men to miraculously defeat a 
vast Midianite-led army. We confi-
dently obey when God leads, trust-
ing God to use us for His glory.

STUDY TEXT
Judges 7:1-23

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 11-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 11-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 11-3
(poster)

q	 FTE 11-4
(handout)

q	 PP-11
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
• God Is the True Source of Our Success.
• God Encourages and Strengthens Us When We Need It.
• God Does Amazing Things When We Trust and Obey Him.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to go over the following question and answer each 
day this week and to work with family members to do so as well. What 
does the Eighth Commandment mean? Answer: The Eighth Com-
mandment (Exodus 20:15) teaches that private ownership must be 
respected and not violated in any way. (Learners can find this Bible 
Basics note on the FTE 11-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set around 1150 BC during the time of the judges be-
tween the death of Joshua and the rise of the monarchy. God called 
Gideon to deliver Israel from the Midianites. He was the fifth of the 
twelve judges in the book of Judges.
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Choose one of the 
Get Started options 
to capture attention 

and get this lesson 
started.

Option 1: Share about a 2019 one thousand-person 
survey by human resources fi rm Bamboo HR that 
found the worst thing a not-so-good boss can do is 
take credit for what someone else did. (bamboohr.
com – Bad Boss Index) Have any in your group ex-
perienced this? Aft er discussion, say: Today we will 
see some extreme measures God took to make sure the 
Israelites could not take credit for a great victory He 
gave them.

Option 2: Begin by asking your learners to name 
what comes to mind when they hear the phrase, God’s 
power on display. Aft er several examples are given, 
say: Gideon sometimes needed assurance that God 
would do what He promised. Today we’ll see how God 
proved He has the power to overcome any obstacle.

Get StartedSG LG

Study the WordLG

In Judges 6, the reader was introduced to Israel’s fi ft h 
judge, a man named Gideon. While God was calling 
him to be a mighty man of valor, this was certainly 
not his natural demeanor. In fact, rather than might 
and valor, Gideon was characterized by fear and ti-
midity, leaving the reader wondering how God could 
use such an individual to deliver His people. In 
chapter 7, however, he began demonstrating incredi-
ble faith in the Lord and achieved great victories for 
Israel because of God’s hand and power upon him.

The FUSION Teach-
ing Essential 11-1 

teaching outline can 
be used as a guide for 

teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 

users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/

fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6312.)

TEACHING TIP:
Saturate your lesson 

preparation in prayer, 
depending on the 

Holy Spirit to help 
you understand the 

passage you are go-
ing to teach, and how 
to help your learners 

grasp and apply its 
truths.
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 11-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

God Is the True Source 
of Our Success
(Judges 7:1-8)

In verse 1, Gideon is referred to as Jerubaal, which by 
definition means “enemy of Baal” or “let Baal con-
tend against him.” Even this new name served as a 
constant reminder of the battle he was engaged in. 
The name was first ascribed to him in Judges 6:32.

God was about to accomplish an amazing victory 
for the Israelites. He would do it on His terms, how-
ever, so they could not boast of their own strength 
or gloat in their military achievements. In order to 
achieve this, the Lord would whittle the Israelite 
army size down to where they were vastly outnum-
bered (verse 2). From God’s perspective, Gideon had 
too many men. One would think you would want to 
have as many soldiers as possible, especially against 
the vast Midianite-led army (see verse 12). God’s 
perspective, however, was completely different from 
what Gideon would have expected.

FTE 11-2DIG DEEPER:
Much of the story of Gideon involves his con-
flict with the Midianites. But who are they ex-
actly and why the rivalry? The Midianites were 
descendants of Abraham and Keturah (Genesis 
25). Although friendly to Moses early on, the 
Midianites eventually became enemies of Israel 
and were characterized by idolatry. The wicked-
ness of the Midianites grew over the years to the 
point that, in Numbers 25, the Lord instructed 
Israel to kill them off. In Gideon’s day, the Mid-
ianites raided Israel and devoured the harvest 
and forced God’s people into hiding.

God used two means of reducing the number of 
Israelite fighting men. First, from verse 3, He allowed 
22,000 fearful men to return home, rather than 

FTE 11-1
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engage in the battle (See also Deuteronomy 20:8). 
The size of the army was now down to 10,000. Sec-
ond, 9,700 warriors failed a simple but unique test 
and were also sent home (verses 4-8). As the men 
drank from the spring, Gideon was to separate those 
who knelt down to drink from those who brought the 
water to their mouths in their hands, lapping it with 
their tongues as a dog would do.

DIG DEEPER:
Several possibilities emerge for the reason-

ing behind God’s test. For instance, the Jewish 
historian Josephus believed that those who knelt 
were less watchful, which resulted in a greater 
demonstration of God’s power. Another Jewish 
tradition declares that the act of kneeling was 
characteristic of service to Baal. Thus kneeling 
down to drink could portray the habit of idol-
aters, an act which God would reject. The 300 
men who refused to kneel, even to drink, would 
characterize those that would not bow down to 
Baal and would be accepted by the Lord. Others, 
however, suggest that those who bowed down 
to drink were making themselves vulnerable to 
the enemy while the 300 men who drank the wa-
ter from their hands stayed alert. Regardless, it 
demonstrates that God accomplishes great vic-
tories with a faithful remnant.

God allowed frightened men to leave and disqual-
ified others by His own test, and Gideon’s army was 
reduced to 300 men. What a challenge considering 
that he started the day with 32,000, a reduction of 
more than 99%. God’s perspective on the situation 
was that He needed fewer men, rather than more 
men. Only God could accomplish such an impos-
sible victory against a vast army, and all the glory 
would go to Him. Often God directs our lives into 
situations that do not make sense to us, but He has a 
better perspective.
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Display the FUSION 
Teaching Essential 
11-3 (“Against the 
Odds”) poster to 
reinforce the truths 
of this lesson.

Humbly trust God no matter the odds against us.

• What emotions do you think Gideon experi-
enced when the Lord repeatedly reduced the size 
of his army? When have you experienced these 
emotions?

• What lesson was God teaching by reducing the 
size of the army? (God can give us victory no 
matter the odds against us; humbly depend on 
God in every situation; etc.)

God Encourages and 
Strengthens Us When 
We Need It
(Judges 7:9-15)

Gideon had never seen God save by few or by many, 
so the prospect of going to battle with only three 
hundred men apparently created an element of fear 
in Gideon’s life. However, in contrast to previously 
sending home 22,000 men who were fearful, God 
chose to encourage and strengthen Gideon’s faith 
through additional means. God divinely orchestrat-
ed a Midianite’s dreams, the timing of a meeting, a 
precise location, an apparent passing conversation, 
and an interpretation, in such a fashion that it pro-
duced courage in the heart of Gideon. God is patient 
with us and provides us the encouragement and re-
sources to serve Him.

In verses 9 and 10, the Lord both commanded and 
reassured Gideon regarding the battle he was about 
to experience. God’s assurance that He had given 
the camp of the Midianites into Gideon’s hand was a 
declaration of what He was doing on Gideon’s behalf 
and a reminder of what He expected from Gideon. 
Gideon needed to demonstrate his personal faith in 
God and His word by going to battle and acquiring 

APPLY IT  SG LG

FTE 11-3
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the outcome that the Lord had promised. The state-
ment, if you are afraid, from verse 10 was given for 
Gideon’s benefit, knowing he was overwhelmed and 
fearful at this point.

The Lord had been working behind the scenes, 
however, and this “work” is unpacked for both Gide-
on and the reader in verses 11-15. As Gideon went 
down with his servant Purah to the outskirts of the 
Midianite-led coalition’s camp, he saw multitudes of 
soldiers, as numerous as grasshoppers or locusts, a 
sight that no doubt contributed to his fear. More im-
portantly, Gideon overheard a dream being recount-
ed. In the dream, a loaf of barley bread tumbled 
into the camp of Midian, destroying their tent. The 
“tent” was a term that typically spoke of the tent of 
the general. Some scholars have likened this tent to 
the headquarters of the Midianites. In the same way 
no one could imagine a loaf of bread destroying an 
army, Gideon, with his 300 men, would accomplish 
something no one would expect.

In verse 14, Gideon again heard the words he had 
already been told by God—God has given Midian 
and all the camp into the hand of Gideon. What an 
encouragement this must have been for Gideon to 
learn that the Midianites were living in fear of him 
and the Israelite army, and that the Lord was indeed 
staying true to His promise. In response, Gideon 
worshiped, and rightly so (verse 15). God was doing 
an amazing work, and only He deserved the credit 
and glory. Gideon also took this opportunity to rally 
the troops as he commanded the army to “arise.” For 
the first time the reader sees Gideon, referred to as 
a mighty man of valor, acting in a way that demon-
strated faith, courage, and boldness.

Like Gideon, we have moments when we find our-
selves discouraged, frightened, and overwhelmed. 
Gideon found his greatest strength in the words spo-
ken to him by God. The same can be true for us. The 
difference is, we have a completed canon of Scrip-
ture to which we can turn in those difficult times. 
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His Word will bless, encourage, and strengthen us 
for whatever may come our way.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Look to God and His Word for encouragement, 
and encourage others who need it.

• When has God used His Word to encourage and 
strengthen you?

• In what times and ways have people encouraged 
you? Whom could you encourage this week?

God Does Amazing Things 
When We Trust and 
Obey Him
(Judges 7:16-23)

Every aspect of this battle plan, from the small army 
to the clay pots, was designed to bring glory to God. 
There was nothing about the size of the army, the 
military equipment, the recruiting, the elimination 
process, or the battle plan that would lend itself to 
anyone in the army getting credit for the victory. It 
is doubtful that any military leader throughout his-
tory, regardless of how wise or skilled that person 
may have been, would have come up with a battle 
plan like this one. After all, who goes to war with-
out a weapon? Yet, the strategy was not ultimately 
just about a military victory; the strategy was about 
the glory of God and who would get the credit for 
victory.

Back in verse two, the Lord prepared Gideon for 
the instructions he was about to receive. The Bible is 
clear that God is jealous of the glory that belongs to 
Him and He shares it with no one. Here, God wanted 
Gideon, and Israel, to be clear about whose victory 
and whose glory this really was.
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The Parent Page 
(PP-11) is a resource 
to help parents and 

grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 

children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 

copies of this page to 
parents and grand-

parents and encour-
age them to use it 

at home this week. 
(Parent Page is also 

available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 

password required.)

In verse 16, Gideon divided the men into three 
companies to give the impression they were sur-
rounding the enemy, and then he sent them out with 
trumpets and jars with torches inside them. How 
confusing this must have been to the men of Israel 
who expected to be armed for battle. Regardless, the 
men followed Gideon and arrived at the providen-
tially scheduled time, the beginning of the middle 
watch. Some scholars think this watch began at 10 
p.m., others think it began at midnight.

The timing of the arrival of the Israelite army is 
significant for a number of reasons. First, the fact 
that they were attacking at night would keep the 
Midianite-led coalition army from knowing the 
small size of the Israelite army. Beyond that, when 
Gideon and the others arrived, a portion of the coa-
lition army was returning into the camp from being 
on guard duty, others were getting up to go out on 
duty, and others were still fast asleep. This brief time 
period was no doubt characterized by confusion and 
disorder, especially in the dark.

Having been instructed to do as Gideon did, his 
men began blowing the trumpets and smashing the 
jars to reveal the light of their torches (verse 19). 
Usually, a torch and a trumpet signified a whole 
battalion and the smashing of the jars would have 
sounded like many thousands of swords being 
raised. So, in the dark, this would have seemed like 
tens of thou- sands of fighting men, rather than 300. 
Many coalition soldiers were groggy, it was dark, and 
what seemed like thousands of soldiers surrounded 
the camp. Soldiers were coming back into the camp 
and were likely mistaken for attacking Israelites. In 
response, the Midianites began killing each other 
(verse 23). What a brilliant plan! Gideon took God at 
His word, led others with courage, and then stepped 
out in faith. For reasons such as these, Gideon is list-
ed in the “Hall of Faith” in Hebrews 11 (See Hebrews 
11:32-34).

PP-11
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

As we trust God and step out in faith to obey 
Him, He gives us victory. Oft en in ways we cannot 
see, God is working on our behalf and is blessing us 
in ways we will never grasp. It would do us well to 
stop at the end of every day and to trace the Lord’s 
hand at work in our lives that day. When we do, we 
can give Him the glory He deserves.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that all God did to give Gideon the vic-
tory demonstrates that God is the Sovereign Lord 
of all. Encourage parents and grandparents to 
teach this truth at home.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Praise God for every blessing and victory He has 
given you.

• When has God done something amazing for you 
when the odds seemed against you?

• We oft en praise and honor God for “major” 
blessings and victories. What are some “small” 
blessings and victories we might sometimes take 
for granted? (Daily provision; the health and 
ability to earn a living; a roof over our head; 
etc.)

Live It SG LG

Option 1: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 11-4 (“A 
Boost of Encouragement”) to help your group mem-
bers consider how the experience of Gideon can 
encourage them to more fully trust and obey God 
when the odds seem to be against them. Encourage
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Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.

learners to find Scripture this week that encourages 
them and to encourage someone else who needs it.

Option 2: Discuss with your learners why God 
should get the ultimate glory for every victory and 
success in our lives. How do our efforts fit into all 
this? Encourage learners to spend time each day this 
week praising and thanking God for blessings and 
victories He has given them.

 Option 3: Ask group members what Scriptures or 
principles from God’s Word have encouraged them 
in the past. Encourage them to memorize one Scrip-
ture this week that encourages them.

FTE 11-4
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FAMILY THEME 
God Uses Flawed People

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners will understand Samson’s 
patterns of sin and lust led to the 
Spirit leaving him, taking away his 
strength. God later used Samson 
again when he cried out to God. 
Stay in close fellowship with God 
by confessing sin daily and avoid-
ing sinful patterns. 

STUDY TEXT 
Judges 16:1-31

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 12-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 12-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 12-3
(handout)

q	 PP-12
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
• Ongoing Patterns of Sin Lead to Sorrowful Consequences.
• God Can Use Us in Spite of Our Flaws if We Turn to Him.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to go over the following question and answer each 
day this week and to work with family members to do so as well. What 
does the Ninth Commandment mean? Answer: The Ninth Command-
ment (Exodus 20:16) directs us always to tell the truth. (Learners can 
find this Bible Basics note on the FTE 12-2 student outline you give 
them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set around 1055 BC during the time of the judges be-
tween the death of Joshua and the rise of the monarchy. God used a 
flawed Samson to deliver Israel from the Philistines. He was the last 
of the twelve judges in the book of Judges. 
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Choose one of the 
Get Started options 
to capture attention 

and get this lesson 
started. 

The FUSION Teach-
ing Essential 12-1 

teaching outline can 
be used as a guide for 

teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 

users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/

fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6312.)

Option 1: Begin by using the one-minute trailer 
for the Sight and Sound production of Samson as an 
introduction: https://youtu.be/X03ZXfcaPcU. Aft er 
showing the video, say: Great strength is what we of-
ten think of when talking about Samson. He was also, 
however, a man with many fl aws. Today we will see 
how God used Samson in spite of those fl aws.

Option 2: Begin by asking your group members to 
list heroes of the faith who had known fl aws (e.g., 
David). Have them share what the fl aws of these 
individuals were (e.g., David committed adultery 
and had a man murdered). Aft er discussing several 
fl awed individuals, ask the following question: What 
lessons can we learn from this exercise? (God special-
izes in using broken people; God’s grace is greater 
than our fl aws.) Aft er discussion, say: Today we will 
see an example of God using a fl awed person to ac-
complish His will.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 12-1

Study the WordLG

Judges 13 introduces us to Manoah and his wife, the 
parents of Samson, the fi nal judge listed by name in 
the book of Judges. Samson is the only judge with a 
birth narrative revealing the details of his birth and 
early life. He was to be a Nazirite for his entire life 
and was the only judge to battle the Philistines alone. 
By chapter 14, however, Samson was fl irting with 
Philistine women and beginning down a path that 
would culminate in the story of Samson and Delilah, 
found in chapter 16. His story teaches a number of 
lessons. 

TEACHING TIP:
Be sure to plan how 

you will lead your 
learners from study-

ing the Scriptures 
to putting them into 

practice. 
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 12-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes. 

Ongoing Patterns of Sin Lead 
to Sorrowful Consequences
(Judges 16:1-21)

Chapter 16 opens with full disclosure of one of Sam-
son’s weaknesses. Samson had developed a sinful 
pattern of lust and desire for women (Judges 14:2). 
This lustful passion now led him into immorality. 
Notice the digression—in Judges 14:1, he wanted a 
Philistine woman while in Judges 16:1, he wanted a 
Philistine prostitute. This pattern of sin would lead 
to pain, sorrow, shame, and ultimately his death. 

Aware of Samson’s presence in the city, the Gazites 
laid in wait all night, ready to kill him when he de-
parted the next morning (verse 2). Samson, however, 
decided to leave around midnight. How surprised 
the enemy must have been to see him rip the doors 
and their posts off the city gates and carry them away 
from the city (verse 3). This alone revealed an un-
matched strength on the part of Samson. This was 
an amazing feat and left the Philistines wondering 
where Samson gained such strength. 

FTE 12-2

DIG DEEPER:
Did Samson look like a bodybuilder? If so, it 
would have seemed logical for the Philistines 
to see him as a powerful athlete, one that could 
not be defeated. Instead, many scholars believe 
Samson looked like an ordinary man. If so, the 
question was a logical one: How could such an 
ordinary man have such brute strength?

In order to find out the source of his strength and 
how to overpower him, the Philistines used Sam-
son’s greatest weakness—a woman. They summoned 
Delilah, promising to pay her well to seduce him and 
find out the source of his strength (verses 4-5). In 
light of what Samson had done to their kinsmen in 
Judges 14-15, they needed to bring him down, and 
Delilah was the perfect choice for making it happen. 
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Being able to subdue the champion of Israel would 
provide security and stature among the nations and 
would stroke their egos as the ones able to humiliate 
and bring down the Israelites. 

By definition, Delilah means “of the night,” and 
she was very likely a temple prostitute. In Hebrew 
literature, “night” often represents darkness and is 
a recurring theme in Samson’s life. Things were get-
ting very dark for this judge who held such amaz-
ing potential. As a reward for Delilah’s information, 
these leaders offered her 1,100 shekels each, many 
times the average annual wage (verse 5). This would 
be the equivalent to many thousands of dollars, just 
for being their accomplice. In verse 6, Delilah began 
tempting Samson. The following verses portray four 
separate encounters, each inching closer to Samson’s 
eventual demise. 

In verses 7-9, when asked by Delilah about his 
supernatural strength, Samson told the Philistine 
prostitute that if he were tied up with seven fresh 
bowstrings or cords, he would become weak and like 
any other man. Delilah, thrilled with this new-found 
insight, awaited the right time and bound Samson 
with the bowstrings. Afterward, she suddenly cried 
out that the Philistines were coming to take him. 
This was not the secret of his strength, however, and 
he quickly snapped the bowstrings. 

Two more times, Delilah asked Samson to tell her 
the source of his strength and Samson gave her false 
answers. Both times Delilah sought to rob him of 
his strength and called out that the Philistines were 
coming to capture him. Each time Samson broke 
loose from what bound him (verses 10-14). 

At this point, Delilah, whom Samson loved (verse 
4), attempted a new strategy. She was desperate lest 
she lose the money promised her and, possibly, even 
her life. In verses 15-16, she questioned Samson’s 
loyalty and love for her and accused him of mock-
ing her by giving her false information. This she did 
every day, until he told her the truth. In verses 17-
20, she believed the words of Samson as he told her 
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all his heart. She coddled Samson to sleep, had his 
hair cut, which was a violation of the Nazirite vow, 
and called in the leaders of the Philistines. She once 
again cried out that the Philistines had come to take 
him, and Samson jumped up to defend himself. This 
time, however, his strength had left him, and he was 
overcome by the Philistines. 

It is hard to imagine that Samson would fail to 
recognize that Delilah did not have pure motives in 
seeking the source of his strength. Three times he 
provided an answer to her question of how to make 
him weak, and three times she attempted to deplete 
his power. Yet, Samson apparently was blinded to 
the danger he was in. It would appear that Samson’s 
sinful passions rendered him unwilling to break off a 
sinful and dangerous relationship. Sin often distorts 
our thinking. He continued in this relationship long 
enough to lose his resistance to Delilah’s continual 
begging for the answer (see also 14:16-17), and stayed 
in this sinful position and relationship until it led to 
the removal of his strength and his position as judge 
of Israel. His spiritual perception and ability to make 
wise choices had been compromised so often and so 
long that he apparently was incapable of making a 
wise spiritual choice. The saddest commentary in 
these verses is that Samson did not even recognize 
that God’s Spirit had departed from him. 

DIG DEEPER
The long hair of Samson is an integral part of 
the story because of the Nazirite vow agreed to 
for Samson by his parents in Judges 13:7. The 
Nazirite vow is described in Numbers 6:1-21. It 
could be voluntarily taken by a male or female 
and could last for a limited period of time or for 
a lifetime. The Nazirite vow included three basic 
prohibitions, each of which were broken during 
Samson’s life: 1) The individual was to refrain 
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In verse 21, Samson was seized by the Philis-
tines and his eyes were gouged out. Commentators 
believe this custom was likely a burning out of the 
eyes and digging out whatever remained. This was 
a very painful and humiliating experience. He was 
then bound with bronze shackles, and this time, un-
like previous times, he could not do anything about 
it. He was taken to Gaza and forced to grind grain 
while in prison. Even this was humiliating; it was 
work generally reserved for servants or livestock. 
Now, Samson, the mighty warrior of God and the 
judge of Israel was performing menial tasks, work 
reserved for the weak. 

from wine or intoxicating drink. In fact, any-
thing from the vine, including grapes, raisins, 
wine, or fermented drinks, were all forbidden. 2) 
The individual was to refrain from cutting his or 
her hair for the duration of the vow. In Samson’s 
case, this was to be for his entire lifetime. 3) The 
individual was to avoid coming into contact with 
a dead body. Yet, the mercy and grace of God is 
evident; it was not until all three elements of the 
vow were broken that Samson lost his strength. 

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Help learners understand that all the trouble 
Samson suffered because of his sin illustrates 
that sin brought death and destruction into the 
world. Encourage parents and grandparents to 
teach their families that sin brings terrible con-
sequences. 

It is hard to miss the downward spiral that was 
happening in Samson’s life. We have to ask, what 
would have changed the trajectory and outcome of 
his life? None of us look at Samson’s life and out-
come and aspire to become like him or go down the 
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same path he went down. In order to prevent such 
an outcome, we must learn to confess and repent of 
our sins daily, seeking to walk closely with God. This 
not only keeps our soul in tune with God, but it also 
prevents us from getting caught in sinful patterns of 
thought and behavior. 

APPLY IT  SG LG

Confess and repent of sin daily in order to avoid 
sinful patterns.

• How do people get caught up in sinful patterns? 
(They dabble in sin, becoming more and more 
open to it; they allow it to become a habit; etc.) 

• Why is confession an important aspect of repen-
tance? (We must first recognize and acknowl-
edge our sin before we can turn from it.) 

God Can Use Us in Spite of 
Our Flaws if We Turn to Him
(Judges 16:22-31)

Verse 22 provides the first ray of hope for Samson’s 
story since the end of chapter 15. The statement, his 
hair began to grow, provides the reader with a hint 
of optimism in what was to come. Although his 
strength ultimately lay in his dedication to God, the 
hair was symbolic of that strength. It is very possi-
ble that while turning that grindstone, Samson spent 
time praying and confessing his failures to God. 

The time had come for the Philistines to offer a 
sacrifice to their false god Dagon. They felt he had 
given Samson into their hands (verses 23-24). They 
called Samson before the crowd to make a specta-
cle and mockery of him. Arriving before the crowd 
of over 3000 Philistines, Samson called out to God 
in prayer, the first and only recorded prayer of 
Samson in Scripture. In verse 28, he asked God to 
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The Parent Page 
(PP-12) is a resource 
to help parents and 

grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 

children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 

copies of this page to 
parents and grand-

parents and encour-
age them to use it 

at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 

password required.)

strengthen him once more so that he could be 
avenged for the blindness he was now experienc-
ing. In verse 30, Samson asked to be able to die with 
the Philistines and pushed against the supporting 
columns of the temple. God heard and granted his 
request. The temple collapsed and the thousands of 
Philistines gathered there with Samson died. In spite 
of Samson’s personal motive for revenge, the Lord 
used him to deliver Israel. Samson accomplished 
more for God in death than he did in life. 

God’s grace, mercy, redemption, and second 
chances are seen in this final stage of Samson’s life. 
While being used by God to defeat his enemies, his 
life had also been filled with failure, sin, bad choices, 
and regret. Yet the Lord granted that the final act of 
his life would be done in God’s strength. As Sam-
son’s hair began to grow, we can only imagine that 
his heart and faith in God began to grow as well. In 
an act of mercy and grace, God allowed Samson to 
experience his greatest feat of strength and one of 
the greatest defeats of the enemies of God. Samson 
was a man who struggled and was flawed in his heart 
and character, but he also demonstrated the beauty 
of God’s grace when we turn to God for help. 

Like Samson, we all have weaknesses and sins we 
struggle with. Satan would love nothing more than 
to convince us that we are useless, weak, and inef-
fective. Don’t let your past define you or hinder you. 
Go forward and let God take control and use you for 
His glory. 

APPLY IT  SG LG

Bring God glory by breaking patterns of sin and 
walking with God daily.

• How is the story of Samson’s life both sad and 
encouraging? 

PP-12
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

• What do we learn from Samson’s life about past 
failures? (God forgives us and can still use us 
when we turn to Him.)

Live It SG LG

Option 1: Th e best way to avoid or break a pattern of 
sin in our lives it to walk in a close, daily relationship 
with God. Discuss how we establish and maintain 
this kind of relationship with God. Encourage learn-
ers to do whatever is necessary to walk in close re-
lationship with God in the days and weeks to come.

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 12-3 
(“My Pattern Breaker Plan”) to help your learners 
identify sinful patterns of thought or behavior and 
plan how to break them. Discuss ways to break sinful 
patterns and encourage them to work their plan in 
the days to come.

Option 3: Discuss how God wants to help us put 
past sin and failure behind us and use us for His glo-
ry. Ask the following: 

• Is there any sinful pattern from your past that is 
aff ecting your walk with and service for Christ 
today? 

• What will you do this week to put that sinful 
pattern behind you? 

Encourage your group members to confess and re-
pent this week of any past sin, and to ask God to use 
them for His glory. 

FTE 12-3

Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.
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FAMILY THEME
God Provides Redemption

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners will see that God had a 
plan for Naomi and Ruth’s redemp-
tion, and He has one for us as well. 
We worship and serve our Redeem-
er and tell others about His plan of 
redemption.

STUDY TEXT
Ruth 4:1-17

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 13-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 13-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 13-3
(poster)

q	 FTE 13:4
(handout)

q	 PP-13
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
• God Provided a Way of Redemption for Those in Need.
• God’s Redemption Leads to Joy and Worship.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to go over the following question and answer each 
day this week and to work with family members to do so as well. What 
does the Tenth Commandment mean? Answer: The Tenth Command-
ment (Exodus 20:17) instructs us to be content with the things we have 
and not to be longing for other things. (Learners can find this Bible 
Basics note on the FTE 13-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set during the time of the judges between the death of 
Joshua and the rise of the monarchy. Ruth became an ancestor of King 
David, and thus of the Messiah, who would come through the nation 
of Israel.
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Choose one of the 
Get Started options 
to capture attention 

and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teach-
ing Essential 13-1 

teaching outline can 
be used as a guide for 

teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 

users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/

fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6312.)

Option 1: Begin by writing the word Redeem on the 
board. Ask your learners what it means to redeem 
something. One defi nition is to gain or regain pos-
session of something in exchange for payment. Aft er 
discussion, say: Today we will explore a special kind 
of redemption God instituted in the Old Testament 
that helped people in need and also pointed to the re-
demption Jesus provided for us.

Option 2: Ask your group members to share ex-
amples of how God has worked behind the scenes 
or through trying circumstances to bring about His 
will in their lives. Aft er a few share, discuss how God 
is sovereign, in control, and able to use all that hap-
pens to us for His glory.

Aft er discussion, say: Th roughout the book of Ruth 
we see God at work behind the scenes. Today we will 
see how God had a plan for Naomi and Ruth’s re-
demption, and for ours as well.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 13-1

Study the WordLG

A famine came to the land during the period of the 
judges. Th is caused a man named Elimelech to take 
his wife Naomi and their sons out of the promised 
land to Moab. Elimelech died there, and his sons 
married Moabite women, one of whom was Ruth. 
Ten years later, both sons died, leaving Naomi and 
her two daughters-in-law with no children. Hearing 
that the famine in Israel had ended, Naomi decided 
to return home to Bethlehem, and Ruth decided to 
accompany her. Back in Bethlehem at harvest time, 
Ruth providentially went to glean in the fi elds of 

Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 

FUSION Teaching Es-
sential 13-2 student 

outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

FTE 13-2
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TEACHING TIP: 
Encourage learn-
ers to take notes. 
Research suggests 
that taking notes 
aids in retention and 
understanding of 
what is being taught, 
and makes it possible 
for the learner to 
recall and think about 
the material. The stu-
dent outlines in the 
teaching resources 
kit provide a place for 
learners to take notes 
for each lesson.

Boaz, Elimelech’s relative, to provide food for herself 
and Naomi. Naomi instructed Ruth to officially ask 
for Boaz’s protection and redemption, which would 
include marrying Ruth. Boaz decided He would 
marry Ruth and redeem Elimelech’s property if the 
closer kinsman decided not to.

God Provided a Way of Re-
demption for Those in Need
(Ruth 4:1-12)

Community leaders met at the town gate (verse 1) for 
official business. Boaz expected the other kinsman 
to come through that gate some time during the day. 
When he did, Boaz gathered ten of the elders to serve 
as witnesses (verse 2). The Law stipulated a mini-
mum of two witnesses (Deuteronomy 19:15). Boaz, 
however, went above and beyond the minimum re-
quirement.

Boaz laid out the situation (verse 3): Elimelech’s 
widow Naomi needed to buy back some land Elimel-
ech had leased when they moved away. Boaz wanted 
it understood that the other kinsman was the clos-
est relative and could purchase the land on the spot 
while the elders/witnesses were all present. If he de-
clined, then Boaz, the next in line, would do it (verse 
4). Unsurprisingly, the man said he would redeem 
it. He likely saw an opportunity to expand his own 
holdings, owing to Naomi’s desperate circumstances.

Dig Deeper:
Families who fell into hard times could lease 
or mortgage their land. (The Law restricted the 
land from being sold since it was the inheritance 
of God to the various ancestors of the tribe. See 
Leviticus 25:13-28.) In theory— when Israel fol-
lowed God’s law—the land reverted back to the 
original family every 50 years at the Year of Ju-
bilee, so in effect they leased the rights to farm 
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Boaz then clarified the situation. Whoever re-
deemed the land of their dead relative also needed 
to wed the widow Ruth, the Moabitess, in order to 
maintain the name of Elimelech and his sons (verse 
5). The first child between Ruth and her kinsman- 
redeemer would be reckoned as the offspring of 
Elimelech’s dead son Mahlon, Ruth’s first husband, 
and he would receive Elimelech’s inheritance.

The other man found this unacceptable (verse 6). 
He had his own estate, surely with his own heirs to 
think about. Why should he spend his own money 
to pay off land that would then go to Ruth’s son? It 
would jeopardize his own plans.

Verse 7 explains how ancient Israel legalized such 
transactions at that time. This is so we will under-
stand what removing the sandal meant, in verse 8. 
The closer relative had officially backed out of the 
arrangement. The path was clear for Boaz to redeem 
Elimelech’s land and to marry Ruth. Naomi, the bit-
ter exile, discovered that God’s goodness had not 
shriveled in the drought. His “coincidental” involve-
ment shone brightly to those with an eye to see His 
work of redemption.

the land based on the number of years until the 
Year of Jubilee. In practice, however, Israel often 
conveniently forgot that provision of the Law. 
They did, however, retain the practice of the 
kinsman-redeemer. They maintained an aware-
ness of family lines and genealogical proximity. 
They considered it important that the right or re-
sponsibility of kinsman-redeemer pass properly 
from the nearest relative on through the ranks 
until someone would accept it. This is why Boaz 
could not simply redeem the land. Someone else 
had a prior claim. Only once that person stepped 
aside would Boaz have liberty to redeem.
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True to Naomi’s expectation, Boaz proceeded 
quickly (verse 9). The way was legally clear for him to 
announce his intention to redeem the land of Elimel-
ech, Chilion, and Mahlon. He was also “acquiring” 
Mahlon’s widow Ruth (verse 10), to be his wife. With 
her he would raise up an heir to carry on Elimelech’s 
family line. After his declaration, he named the el-
ders and villagers as witnesses.

The people responded with a common acknowl-
edgement (verse 11): We are witnesses. They ex-
pressed their best wishes for Boaz. They welcomed 
his new wife, the former pagan foreigner. It seems 
clear that the entire village had observed Ruth, eval-
uated her, and come to see her as a desirable addi-
tion to their community. She had truly made their 
God, her God. They specifically mentioned Rachel 
and Leah, the two wives of Jacob. Between them 
and their two servants, they provided 12 sons who 
became the 12 tribes of Israel. In other words, they 
hoped not just for one heir to continue Elimelech’s 
line, but for lots of offspring for Ruth and Boaz. They 
blessed Boaz again, expressing their hope that he 
would enjoy great standing in Bethlehem.

They continued with a reference to Judah, from 
whom their tribe descended (verse 12). Fittingly, they 
referred to Tamar’s son Perez. We do not think of 
the story of Tamar as a really bright point in Judah’s 
life. Judah had refused to provide a son to take his 
widowed daughter-in-law as a wife. He put it off so 
long that Tamar tricked Judah into thinking she was 

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that God’s provision in the Law for the 
role of kinsman-redeemers points to Christ, the 
Kinsman-Redeemer for all humanity. God offers 
salvation and forgiveness through faith in Jesus 
Christ. Encourage parents and grandparents to 
teach this foundational truth to their children 
and grandchildren.
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Display the FUSION 
Teaching Essential 

13-3 (“Our 
Kinsman-Redeemer”) 

poster to reinforce 
the truths of this 

lesson.

someone else, and she became pregnant by Judah, 
giving birth to Perez. Yet, it was a fitting reference, in 
that it referred to the other primary biblical example 
of the levirate marriage. It also stood as a reminder 
of how God redeems even regrettable situations (and 
imperfect instruments such as Judah and Tamar) to 
bring about good for the honor of His name.

The Old Testament redemption process and the 
kinsman-redeemer practice pointed to the spiritual 
redemption that would come through Christ, who 
became our Kinsman-Redeemer. He was our kins-
man—the Son of Man, the perfect human being—
with spiritual resources to redeem us from our soul 
crushing spiritual poverty. His spiritual life and 
riches replace our spiritual death and decimation. 
He alone is our hope of redemption.

APPLY IT  SG LG

We trust in Christ alone for redemption.

• How did the Old Testament kinsman-redeemer 
point to Christ? (Christ came and became one 
of us in order to pay the price to bring us back 
into right standing with God.)

• Boaz had to give significant resources to redeem 
Naomi and Ruth. What did Christ do to pro-
vide redemption for us? (Gave up the right to 
use all His privileges as King of the universe; 
suffered physical torture and spiritual separa-
tion from the Father; gave His very life on the 
cross.)

God’s Redemption Leads to 
Joy and Worship
(Ruth 4:13-17)

Israel saw both conception and barrenness as com-
ing from the hand of God. Through His hand, Ruth 

FTE 13-3
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had remained childless during her marriage with 
Mahlon. Now, through His hand, she conceived 
and bore a son to Boaz (verse 13). Childbirth drew 
in a number of the women of the village. They pro-
nounced a blessing for Naomi (verses 14-15): Praise 
God because He has provided a kinsman-redeemer. 
May he be famous in our nation. May he renew your 
joy of living and provide for you in your old age. Your 
daughter-in-law has been better than seven sons!

Sons were very important in ancient Israel. The 
judgment the women of the village pronounced 
about Ruth (better than seven sons) shows us how 
highly they esteemed her. Naomi had returned bitter 
and “shriveled up.” Now, however, her life was being 
renewed. She quickly assumed her grandmotherly 
responsibilities (verse 16).

The women of the village named the baby Obed. 
The name means servant. He would be a servant to 
his mother and grandmother, providing for them as 
they aged. This text contains at least two items con-
cerning children and multiple generations that are 
at odds with our increasingly impersonal society: 1) 
God intended a close connection between genera-
tions even as one generation passed into old age; 2) 
Each generation had its own place and role in what 
God was doing for all humanity.

Naomi thus became the grandmother of Obed, 
who became the grandfather of David, the great 
king. Of course, during her lifetime, neither she, 
nor Ruth, nor Boaz knew of those events to come. 
Nor could they dream that through their great- and 
great-great-grandson, David, would come the line of 
the true Kinsman-Redeemer of all who believe, Jesus 
of Nazareth, born in Bethlehem. Their joy and con-
templation of God’s goodness was as full as it could 
be for them, nonetheless. They did not have to know 
all the rest of the story before praising God. Like-
wise, we do not need to know everything God will 
accomplish after us in order to praise Him here and 
now.
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We, too, should worship God for the redemption 

He has brought into our lives. And like Boaz, we can 
offer ourselves as instruments of redemption to the 
lost around us as we do good in the world and share 
the gospel. We should freely share with others how 
God has redeemed us. Not only has God saved our 
souls, but also He has redeemed our lives, bringing 
joy and fulness to us.

Dig Deeper:
Family ties sometimes explain actions we do not 
otherwise understand. David had to run from 
the anger of Saul. He asked the king of Moab for 
permission for his parents to hide in Moab (1 
Samuel 22:3-4). Did David perhaps remind him 
that David’s own great-grandmother had come 
from Moab? We also value the link between Ruth 
the Moabitess and Jesus of Nazareth.

Ruth became one of a handful of women list-
ed in Matthew’s family tree for Christ:

• Tamar (pregnant by her father-in-law) 
(Matthew 1:3)

• Rahab (the prostitute from Jericho) (Mat-
thew 1:5)

• Ruth (the former pagan from Moab) (Mat-
thew 1:5)

• “Uriah’s wife” Bathsheba (adultery with 
David) (Matthew 1:6)

Each of the women listed had issues that we 
would not expect for a holy Messiah. Yet, it is 
fitting that they take their place in the line of 
our Kinsman-Redeemer. We worship God to-
day through faith in Christ, whose family tree 
included people whose lives were less than ideal. 
What an encouragement to be on the lookout for 
what God will do through our own messy lives.

PP-13
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

Worship and serve our Redeemer, and share the 
good news of redemption with others.  

• In what ways has God redeemed your life?
• In what ways can we worship and serve our 

Redeemer out of appreciation for what He has 
done for us? (Tell others about what He has 
done for them; spend time with Him; obey His 
Word; use our gift s and abilities to serve; etc.)

APPLY IT  SG LG

Study the Word LG

Option 1: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 13-4 
(“Joys of Redemption”) to help your group members 
think of ways God has blessed them and brought joy 
to their lives. Give them time to complete the hand-
out and then discuss ways God blesses us. Encour-
age learners to thank and worship God each day this 
week for how He has blessed them.

Option 2: Ask your group members to list situa-
tions in people’s lives that need God’s redemption. 
Th is should include, but not be limited to, forgive-
ness of sins, strained marriage relationships, addic-
tions, spoiled reputations, loss of a job, etc. Among 
the needs listed, what are some ways God can use us 
to be instruments of God’s redemption in those situa-
tions? Be specifi c. (Pray; give encouragement; supply 
needs; give counsel; etc.) Encourage everyone to pick 
one way they will help someone in the coming week.

FTE 13-4
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Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.

Option 3: Ask and discuss the following:

• How would you explain to someone that trust-
ing Christ alone is God’s plan for redemption?

• With whom could you share the good news of 
redemption this week?

• How will you start that conversation?
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a solution for life starting at $12.00 for three months

At-Home Bundles Include: 
◊  ONE DEVOTIONAL MAGAZINE PER PERSON IN THE FAMILY (Printed or Digital)

◊  ONE DIGITAL TEACHING GUIDE (based on children’s ages)

Discipleship is not just a Sunday event, it’s a way of life. —RON HUNTER

LIFE 
group

Product #806
ISBN 13: 978-0-892-65276-1


