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The Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) appreciates the wonderful celebration and gifts in honor of                 

Hosea Morriel’s retirement.  We are fortunate that Hosea will still be with us on Sunday mornings, so we     

continue to enjoy the blessing of his service and faithfulness.  Our church staff has weathered many changes 

during the last quarter of 2019— Hosea’s retirement, the resignation of the Director of Communications and 

the termination of the part-time Youth Director.  Our evening custodian, Rocio Hitt, is now working during    

daytime hours and we have hired a part-time Evening Custodian, Joshua Sweed.   

We are blessed to recently add an Administrative Assistant to our staff, LeeAnn Broeker (who was confirmed 

at FUMC Brenham).  LeeAnn is managing the church website, publishing the newsletter, assisting with        

financial duties and essentially fulfilling the duties of the Director of Communications, although the title has 

changed to Administrative Assistant. 

These changes in the staff have allowed the SPRC to reallocate financial resources.  At the January 6, 2020, 

SPRC meeting, the committee voted to create a new full-time position titled “Director of Youth and Young    

Ministries.”  We believe it is vital to our youth, youth parents and FUMC, Bryan.  We are hopeful to find the 

right person to fill this position and ask for your prayers.   

We appreciate your faithfulness in giving to support all the ministries of FUMC, Bryan and your prayers for all 

our staff and clergy. 

Pastor Rick and Karen Barfield, SPRC Chair 

Church Office Hours 
 

Monday - Thursday 
8:30 am to 5:00 pm 

• Phone/Fax 
   979.779.1324 
   979.775.2173 

 

Friday                  
8:30 am to 3:00 pm 

• Website 
www.fumcbryan.org 

The United Methodist Men has conducted a very successful fundraiser for decades that has displayed our patriotism 

and celebrated our freedom in America by placing US Flags across the city of Bryan.  At one time, our FLAGS 

ACROSS BRYAN program reached over 1700 homes and businesses when it was an outreach of FUMC and our 

sponsored BSA Troop 977.  Over the years, we generously gave some of our routes to the Rotary Club and St. Luke’s 

UMC.  Today, we have 8 routes, 206 clients and plant over 400 flags. Six times a year (July 4, Veteran’s Day,         

Memorial Day, Patriot Day, Flag Day and President’s Day) flags are placed in the yards and business locations of   

clients.  Anyone can join for $30 per year (that’s only $5.00 to fly your flag).  Our routes are limited to Copperfield, 

Miramont, Tiffany Park, Park Hudson and a few on FM 1179.   

WE NEED HELP to continue this important ministry!  We do not have enough vehicles, drivers or volunteers for all the 

routes all the time.  CAN YOU HELP US with this ministry for your church and your country?  Helpers ride along in the 

vehicle and put out the flags.  Drivers drive (assist as necessary), rise with the sun and pull up flags at                     

sundown.  Some people would drive a route, but they do not have a truck.  So if we could just borrow a truck, that 

would be most welcome. The money raised goes to the UM Men, who used over $7,000 last year to assist people in 

need and support Boy Scouts and other mission projects.  

Contact Steve May (wsmayjr@gmail.com) to be placed on a route or to volunteer.  For more information, please call 

the church office.  Thank you and God Bless You! 

Flags Across Bryan  
A Vital and Historic Ministry of our Church 
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Senior Pastor 
Rev. Rick Sitton 

ext. 105 
rick@fumcbryan.org 

Lead Pastor of  
Contemporary Worship 
Rev. Jennifer Webber 

ext. 106 
jen@fumcbryan.org 

Associate Pastor, Hispanic Ministry  
Rev. Dr. Augusto Sarria 

ext. 104 
augusto@fumcbryan.org 

 

Director of 

Jeff Hobbs 
ext. 103 

jeff@fumcbryan.org 

Director of Adult Ministries  
& Member Involvement 

Natalie Patterson 
ext. 102 

natalie.patterson@fumcbryan.org 

Director of Music & Worship 
Ministries 

Chris Caffee 
ext. 107 

chris@fumcbryan.org 

Sara Hadley 
Karl Brinkmann 

karlb1@prodigy.net 

Organist 
Angela Corbett 

Director of  
Business & Facilities 

Eileen Winkle 
ext. 109 

eileen@fumcbryan.org 

Administrative Assistant 
LeeAnn Broeker 

ext. 101 
leeann@fumcbryan.org 

CLERGY 

STAFF 

Custodians 
 Hosea Morriel 

Rocio Hittt 
Josh Sweed 

Erma Ingram, Daphne Eller, Hal Fellows, Ola Mae Davis,  

Ray Anthony, Mary House, Mary McDonald, Mac McDonald, Jack Gressett, 

Kitty Harrington, Sue Futrell, Ben Balke, Shirley Anderson, Bob Prock,          

Edna Irick and Nikki Ravey, Sylvia Craig, Sonny Brumley, Jim Bradford 

 

On the Horizon... 
2/1/2020 10:00 AM  Bryan ISD Showcase 

2/2/2020 8:30 AM  Confirmation Church Visit To Lee Chapel UMC  

 11:00 AM  Youth Fundraiser Lunch 

2/3/2020 6:00 PM  Open Door 

 6:00 PM  Staff Parish Relations Committee 

2/4/2020 9:30 AM  UMW - General Session 

2/5/2020 5:30 PM  First Family Dinner 

2/7/2020 8:00 AM  Meals of Love 

 6:00 PM  "First Friday" Fellowship - Downtown Bryan 

 6:30 PM  Generation of Power 

2/8/2020 8:00 AM  West District Lay Servant School 

 10:00 AM  Pray & Play @ Altitude Trampoline Park 

2/9/2020 8:00 AM  Troop 977 Pancake Breakfast 

 5:30 PM  MYF (Methodist Youth Fellowship) 

2/10/2020 6:00 PM  Open Door 

2/12/2020 5:30 PM  First Family Dinner 

2/14/2020 6:30 PM  Generation of Power 

2/15/2020 8:00 AM  West District Lay Servant School 

 6:00 PM  Valentine's Day Banquet 

2/17/2020 6:00 PM  Finance Committee 

 6:00 PM  Open Door 

 7:00 PM  Church Council 

2/19/2020 5:30 PM  First Family Dinner 

2/21/2020 8:00 AM  Meals of Love 

 6:30 PM  Generation of Power 

2/23/2020 8:00 AM  Blood Drive in Memory of Diane Glover 

 4:00 PM  Discover Membership 

2/24/2020 6:00 PM  Open Door 

2/26/2020 12:00 PM  Ash Wednesday Service 

 5:30 PM  First Family Dinner 

 6:30 PM  Ash Wednesday Service 

2/28/2020 5:30 PM  Confirmation Retreat 

 6:30 PM  Generation of Power 
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Upcoming Events 

Diane Glover had a passion for 
studying and teaching the Word 
of God. Many of us were        
fortunate to have been in     
Sunday school classes and   
Bible studies with  Diane as our 
teacher. She had a profound 
gift of discipleship and teaching. 
She also knew that these gifts 
were given to her only by God’s 
amazing grace. Women’s Bible 
Study has now been              
rededicated to the  founder,  
Diane Glover, and  renamed 
the “Amazing Grace Bible 
Study”. The legacy of this study 
will continue to flourish under 
the leadership of two very gifted 
teachers –  
Wanda Stuart and Jayne                 
Keyser.   
 

Praise God! 

February 16th  



Church News 

2019 Financial Highlights 

Because of your faithfulness in giving and the good 

stewardship of the committees and staff, FUMC   

Bryan came in under budget in 2019.  Praise the 

LORD and thank you ALL!  Some key points: 

• Amount Paid for Capital Expenses (new a/c’s, 

roof replaced/repaired, etc.):           $493,709 

• General Budget Expenses totaled:    $1,161,949 

• General Budget Income totaled:        $1,177,645  

• Worship attendance averaged 387, which is a 

6% decline. 

• Membership increased a net of one member at 

1,739. 

• 17 baptisms and a year filled with incredible          

outreach to Bryan. 

A Message From Chaplain Brian Krohn,  

Chaplain at Federal Bureau of Prisons:  
 

 “Federal Prison Camp Bryan remains 

 grateful for your partnership in       

 ministry to the incarcerated ladies.” 

Page 4 www.fumcbryan.org                                                                             February 2020 

 
Howdy! 
 
Open Door believes the 
“Key” to life is relationship 
with    Jesus.   
 
Having the keys to       
something means owner-
ship, power or the ability to 
unlock or gain access to 
something that not everyone 

else has. Like being a part of something           
exclusive!   
 
“I will give you the keys of the kingdom of    
heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven.” Matthew 16:19 
(NIV) 
 
The keys to open or lock up the things of heaven 
right here on earth!  When you say, “Yes, Jesus 
come into my life,” you are in a spiritual sense 
given keys to the kingdom. 
 
I didn’t fully understand the liability or the value of 
my actions, and I quickly learned that those keys 
could be taken away!  I lost the keys to my car for 
driving too fast and had to walk for two months.  
When I got my keys back, I intended to obey the 
law.  However, I once again heard the sound of 
keys locking me in a jail cell.  In this same way 
God created this earth and gave man the keys.  
They didn't fully understand the value or the   
consequences and sin forfeited them to Satan.  
Jesus bought them back with his life  
 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 
John 3:16 (NIV) 
 
The Open Door team looks for and offers oppor-
tunities to share the good news that Jesus de-
lights in saving people from bondage to sin and 
despair.  No matter what your situation you find 
yourself in,     emotional, financial, relational, spir-
itual, sexual, etc., God wants to help you! He 
knows where you came from, where you stand 
today, and where you’re going tomorrow.  God is 
ready and waiting to help you if you let HIM. 
 
We welcome you to come out and join us on      
Monday evenings from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall.  Welcome to an Amazing   
Spiritual adventure! 

Open 

Door 

 

love. witness. serve. 

Februar y 26th  

12:00 PM—Sanctuary 

6:30 PM—Gym 
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On January 11th, the Hispaniola Medical Charity  

arrived in Puerto Plata Dominican Republic for our 

13th Surgical Mission. 

We operated out of the public hospital,                 

Hospital Ricardo Limardo, and                                        

performed General Surgery procedures, such as 

gallbladder removals, hernia repairs, and vascular 

surgeries to create arteriovenous fistulas for dialysis 

patients. 

Our team of  33 people were from all over the 

US.  From Texas, we had volunteers from Bryan and 

Houston, as well as residents and faculty from 

UTMB in Galveston.  We also had residents and  

faculty from the University of Alabama in                

Birmingham along with additional volunteers from Florida, Maine and Maryland work with us on this trip. 

Our mission is to provide medical, surgical and dental care to the impoverished people on the island of      

Hispaniola. We are accomplishing this through surgical and dental missions, education, medical school   

scholarships, and procurement of supplies and equipment.  Since November 2012, we have been able to 

make 12 mission trips and perform surgical and dental procedures on over 1450 patients. We have provided 

the public hospital in Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic with anesthesia machines, ventilators, fetal monitors, 

ultrasound machine, an autoclave, a cautery machine, 5 stretchers and we continue to donate needed      

supplies and equipment each trip. 

Our surgical missions are only made possible by the 

generous donations of friends, family and our won-

derful community! 

If you are interested in donating you may do so in 

one of 3 ways!   

1) Checks can be made out to:  

   Hispaniola Medical Charity 

   4304 Newcastle CT 

   Bryan, TX 77802 

2) Through Venmo: @HispaniolaMedical-Charity   

 https://venmo.com/HispaniolaMedical-Charity 

3) Or you may use a credit card by with 

 the “DONATE” button on our Facebook page 

 

Hispaniola Medical Charity is a non-profit with      

501(c)(3) status. 

http://hispaniolamedicalcharity.org/ 

See photos of our January 2020 trip on Facebook 

and Instagram with  #hmc2020jan 

Missions & Evangelism 
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Adult Ministries  
 

 Slow Down and Yield to the Lord 
Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a certain village where a woman named Martha  welcomed him as a 
guest. She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he said. But Martha was          
distracted with all the preparations she had to make, so she came up to him and said, “Lord, don’t you care that my 
sister has left me to do all the work alone? Tell her to help me.” But the Lord  answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are 
worried and troubled about many things, but one thing is needed. Mary has chosen the best part; it will not be taken 
away from her.”  Luke 10:38-42  

I have been told “Do you ever slow down? You do so much! You seem so organized”.  The facts are that I 
make mistakes, I forget things, I hurry through Bible readings and study lessons. I miss many beautiful op-
portunities that God puts right in front of me. 

Luke 10:38-42 describes the conflict that we all feel. We all want to worship like Mary but the Martha    inside 
keeps telling us what to do. Where do we find the energy to serve him and sit at the feet of Jesus?  Jesus 
should be our example. He wasn’t in a hurry; He wasn’t bound to the world’s demands or needs. He only did 
what His Father told Him to do. He was totally in tune with God. 

Service to the Lord is vital in our Christian faith. However, we should not feel that we must prove our love for 
God by “doing great things”. In our eagerness to serve Jesus, we can miss the opportunity to know Him. 
The world says, “Do more,” but our Father says, “Be still and know that I am God”. 

The closer we draw to the heart of the Father, the more we see his heart for the world. And so, we serve, 
we minister, and we love, knowing that we do it to “the least of these” we have done it unto Christ. 

LIFE Group Testimony—Uniquely Parenting: LIFE Group 
 

Grief is something that is different for each and every one who it finds.  After the death of my niece, I was          
confused.  In that confusion, I found myself trying to help my sister in her grief, answer questions for my    
family, struggle with forgiveness myself, and the need to open our home to care for two little boys who had 
lost their mama.  I had no time to be weak.  I had to step up to the plate and start the game.  While our won-
derful church stepped up to the plate with us, I needed a more personal place to help me to  understand how 
God is working in my life.  The only normalcy soon after returning home, was my Uniquely Parenting: LIFE 
Group on that following Sunday.  Our LIFE group has a BIG love among its members. I was embraced and 
allowed to grieve.  We all shared our hearts giving to each other what the other needed.   
 
Our group started out as a group for parents with teens.  As time passed, we have become a LIFE group for 

any and everyone.  We are families in grief, families with issues, non-traditional families.  We are caretakers 

of family and friends, and caretakers of one another.   

I Thessalonians 5 sets the tone for encouraging each other.  Paul gave the Thessalonians final instructions in 

how to best edify one another.  Our LIFE group did just this for me.  Verse 11 tells us to encourage one an-

other and build each other up.  This is what LIFE groups here at First Church do.   

If you are looking for a LIFE group, First United Methodist Church – Bryan, has one for you.  Each group has 

an empty chair waiting for those who are seeking to learn more about God and pray together. LIFE groups 

are not facilitated like a Sunday School class.  LIFE Groups are there for us to grow in our walk with Christ.  If 

you are looking for a way to     express how God is or learn how God could work in your life, join us.  You will 

be glad that you did.  

- Clarissa Kennedy 

If you are interested in either joining a LIFE group or starting a LIFE group, contact Natalie Patterson: 

natalie.patterson@fumcbryan.org or 779-1324 ext.102 
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Student & Family Ministries 

.

H omeFro nt Mag az i ne is  now ava i l a b l e f o r f ree o n l i ne a t :    
ht tps : //h ome f ro ntma g .c om.   

 

Th is i s a  grea t reso urc e f o r pa rents want i n g to  grow th e i r  fam i l y 's  fa ith wa lk .  The 
ma g az i ne is p u b l i shed by New L i f e C h urc h i n Co l o ra do .    

Some o f  th e a ct i v it i es we do f o r Fam i l y  N i g h t  c ome f rom th is ma g az i ne.  



506 East 28th Street 
Bryan, TX 77803 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

www.fumcbryan.org 
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February 2nd Philippians 1—Christ: The Believer’s Life Purpose 

February 9th Philippians 2—Christ: The Believer’s Life Pattern 

February 16th Philippians 3—Christ: The Believer’s Life Prize 

February 23rd Philippians 4—Christ: The Believer’s Life Power 
 

Titles based on the Outline Bible, Dr. Harold L. Willmington. 

 

Pastor Rick asks that you read the chapter of Philippians he is 
preaching on every day of the week prior to Sunday.   

Pastor Rick’s February Sermon Series:  

“The BEGINNING is NOT the END”  
A Study of Philippians 


