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Dear Church Family,
I have called us all to a period of prayer and fasting for General Conference in St. Louis from Jan.
27th to Feb. 26th. Over the last few weeks, I’ve explained the major issues before the denomination
at General Conference and I hope they are resolved once and for all, but the culture we live in
continues to demand we bow down to their idols. (Copies of my handouts from the Jan. 27th meeting
are available in the church office.) My hope and my prayer is that the United Methodist Church will
remain, as it has by the grace of God, faithful to Scripture and to Christ in every way.

Dear friends of ZOE,
On behalf of the ZOE children, staff and communities we serve, I would
like to take this opportunity to thank you. Your trust and investment in us
enabled a record number of 16,846 orphans to enter the ZOE program in
2018. Because of you, another 16,846 children have began the
journey from extreme poverty to self-sufficiency. While each child’s
personal transformation is nothing short of remarkable, the larger impact
in their local communities is truly inspirational. We’ve witnessed many
ZOE children mentoring younger peers in the program and in their
village, sharing skills and training others, helping the elderly and
participating in communal activities. The multiplier effect of your support is
unbelievable. Furthermore, this fall, several ZOE Kenya empowerment
groups united to raise funds to give back to the ZOE program. In just two
months, they collectively raised $12,415. Our staff was in awe! This act
of faith inspired a donor in the U.S. to match the children’s giving so a new
empowerment group can be started in Malawi. The children’s
belief in the ZOE program and desire to help others stems from knowing
that someone, somewhere like YOU once gave them the same
opportunity. This past Christmas season, the children you supported
celebrated by sharing their earnings and positive messages with other
vulnerable members of their community. As nothing brings God greater
joy than to see his people working in such a way, nothing brings the
children greater joy than being able to serve their community.

Mission Work at
FUMC Bryan on
Saturday,
March 30th!
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Even though you can’t always see your influence and investment
first-hand, please remember that God has used you as a changing
agent to the whole world.
Have a blessed new year! Best regards,
Reegan Kaberia, Kenya Country Manager & ZOE Chief Program Officer
www.fumcbryan.org
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I acknowledge the obvious, that good people have differing opinions about the issues that divide the
denomination (and our country) concerning homosexuality, gay weddings and ordination. I pray
for unity in the church that is centered on obedience to the traditional orthodox Wesleyan
understanding on these issues. I’m glad that we are a church that shows grace upon grace and
welcomes all people with open arms, while at the same time having the courage of our convictions
that God is holy as well as gracious. God calls us to holiness in every area
of life and God calls us to pray. Please pray seriously and fast Inside this issue:
purposefully. I believe God is going to answer the prayers of the faithful in Financial Report
2
ways we cannot see yet, but we can trust the Lord in all, above all and Prayer Requests
Staff
Directory
through all.
Grace and Peace,

I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may
be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and
grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with
all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled
with all the fullness of God. Ephesians 3:16-19 NRSV
So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our
neighbors, for we are members of one another... 30 And do not grieve the
Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of
redemption. 31 Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and
wrangling and slander, together with all malice, 32 and be kind to one
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has
forgiven you. Ephesians 4:25, 30-32 NRSV
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Church Office

•

Hours
Mon - Thursday
8:30 am to 5:00 pm
Friday
8:30 am to 3:00 pm

• Phone/Fax
979.779.1324
979.775.2173
• Website
www.fumcbryan.org

Children’s Ministry

Please Check our Website for
Calendar of Upcoming Events.
First United Methodist Church, Bryan
2018 End of Year Finances
God is always faithful. We should put
our
trust
in
Him
as
our
supply. “And my God will meet you’re
your needs according to His glorious
riches in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19
It is a joy to share with you that the overall income exceeded
expenses by $109,051. Total income was $1,316,410 and
expenses $1,207,359. In addition to gifts from church members,
grants were received from both the Dougherty and Orr Charitable
trusts totaling $75,000. Also, an $8,000 gift was received from the
Doris Floyd Thomas trust.
The foresight of church members who established endowments
years ago, also helped fund the operating budget in 2018. The
endowment funds Permanent, Landscape, and Knobel
Endowments contributed to the operating budget a total of $65,216.
Lastly, a one-time gift of $58,000 was also received from a church
member earlier in the year. Many blessings to be thankful for in
2018 with so many maintenance challenges such as the gas leak
that started off the first part of year or the water leak in the
Education Building at the end of the year. In the last meeting of the
year for the Board of Trustees, a contract exceeding $100,000, was
initiated to replace three heating and a/c systems for the Christian
Life Center. Two units are 100% non-functioning, the
Heritage room and the youth office/North entry area and the other
unit at ½ capacity in the gym.
Gifts from church members who have remembered their church in
their Wills have allowed FUMC to move forward in the
missions and ministries of the church. Thanks be to God for the
many blessings in 2018 and don’t forget to bring a coat to church if
the temperatures drop!

Page 2

Senior Pastor
Rev. Rick Sitton
rick@fumcbryan.org
Lead Pastor of
Contemporary Worship
Rev. Jennifer Webber
jen@fumcbryan.org
Associate Pastor, Hispanic Ministry
Rev. Dr. Augusto Sarria
augusto@fumcbryan.org

STAFF
Director of
Jeff Hobbs
jeff@fumcbryan.org
Director of Youth Ministry
Megan Hanson
megan@fumcbryan.org
Director of Adult Ministries
& Member Involvement
Natalie Patterson
natalie.patterson@fumcbryan.org
Director of Music & Worship
Ministries
Chris Caffee
chris@fumcbryan.org

Sara Hadley
Karl Brinkmann
karlb1@prodigy.net

Youth Ministry
Valentine’s Day Dinner & Dance
Saturday, February 9th

Organist
Angela Corbett
Director of
Communications
Grace Dominguez
grace@fumcbryan.org

Prayer Requests
Frances Allen
Mary Bayliss
Hazle Easterling
Daphne Eller
Anne Gaudin
Jack Gressett
Mary House
Tom Lewis
Henry Moore
Kent Schuster
Eulela Swinton
Pam Vollentine

CLERGY

Ray Anthony
OlaMae Davis
Darold Eberhart
Gene Elsik
Diane Glover
Sheila Hopkins
Jack Lester
Mary McDonald
Evelyn Rolf
Charlotte Simpson
Bob Thompson

Prayers of comfort
for the families of
Mrs. JoAnn Locke
who passed away on
January 24, 2019
and
Mr. Henry Dethloff
who passed away on
January 25, 2019.

www.fumcbryan.org

Director of
Business & Facilities
Eileen Winkle
eileen@fumcbryan.org
Head Custodian
Hosea Morriel
Custodian
Rocio Hitt

Fellowship Hall
6 pm to 9 pm
Live Music and Dancing
Tickets $15 per Person
Child Care Provided

February 2019
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Fundraiser
Supports
our
Youth
Ministry
Missions

Menu
Choice of Chicken Alfredo or Spaghetti
Garden Salad
Dessert - Chesecake
with Strawberry or Chocolate Sauce
www.fumcbryan.org
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Adult Ministries

Church News
Purpose of Lay Servant
Ministries School
To become better equipped
to serve Jesus Christ, His church
and community; to grow
spiritually; and to become a
Local Church Lay Servant or
a Certified UM Lay Servant.

Blood Donation
Date: Sunday, Feb 24th
Time: 8 am - 12:30 pm
FUMC Northeast parking lot
Look for the Blood Donation bus
Contact: Pam Coleman at:
pjohnsoncoleman@aol.com

Lay Servants must take a class
every 3 years to stay current.

Burial Plots for Sale
FUMC Bryan owns two cemetery plots in
the Bryan City Cemetery. The Board of
Trustees has approved the sale of the two
plots. If interested, contact Eileen Winkle
at: eileen@fumcbryan.org

For more information, contact:
Natalie Patterson at
natalie.patterson@fumcbryan.org
Love God Love Others
John 21:16 (NIV)
Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that
I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”
Jesus also asks us: “Do you love me?” “Will you come and follow me?” Discipleship is a way to be
attentive to and intentional about what you love. Jesus’ command to follow him is a command
to align our loves and longings with his—to want what God wants, to desire what God desires,
to hunger and thirst after God. ¹
Matthew 22:37-39 (NIV)
Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind.” This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: “Love your neighbor as
yourself.” Love God and love others by showing them that they need God. This movement of love
expands, grows and moves outward to embrace others.
1 John 4:7-12 (NIV)
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born
of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is
how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live
through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made
complete in us.

Please keep our youth director,
Megan Hanson, in your prayers
as she pursues her undergraduate
degree from Regent University located in
Virginia Beach, VA. Currently, Megan is taking
online classes in Biblical Theology. Megan is
also pursuing her certificate for youth ministry at
Perkins School of Theology in Dallas, TX.
Let us continue to support and encourage her
as she answers the call to ministry.

Flowers for Worship
Honor someone you love
and beautify our
Sanctuary at the same
time! A large Flower
Calendar has been placed
on the Sacristy door to
reserve a date when
you want to provide floral
arrangements in honor
or in memory of that
special person.

Love is not a convenience but a commitment. Biblically, love is a commandment rather than an
emotion, more a daily obligation than the satisfying of an inner longing. I do not love God or my
neighbor because it’s convenient or because they always appeal to me, but because they merit
love.²
When Christ is the center of your life and your focus is to love others, then your mission will be to
bring others to Christ. I encourage you to build relationships with others and show them that the way
of salvation is through the true love of Jesus Christ. Pray for God to guide you out of your safe
self-comfort zone and be the center of your life.

Questions?
Contact Grace or Chris
in the church office
for assistance.

Grace and Peace,
¹ You Are What You Love” - James K.A. Smith
² The Pleasure of God” - J. Ellsworth Kalas
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February 2nd. is Souper Bowl Sunday!
Please bring canned goods for the
Church Food Pantry. You can leave
donations in the Food Pantry baskets
or drop off at the church office.

’
Sat. February 9th
Youth Fundraiser
For details look in the
Youth Ministry Section
of the newsletter!
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Missions

Music Ministries

Celebrate the Missions of FUMC Bryan in 2018

CHILDREN’S CHOIRS BEGIN FOR 2019!!

Over the course of this past year, I have had the opportunity to write numerous checks for missions
of First United Methodist Church. Overall in 2018, $125,000 was raised to financially support
organizations within the community as well as internationally (see list below). This doesn’t include
the time and energy invested at Fannin Elementary School by individuals helping with events,
reading to children or hosting luncheons for staff & teachers. It does not include the hands on
mission work of youth experiencing U.M. Army and working on community projects in Crocket, TX.
It does not include the United Methodist Women who give of their time to support the North Bryan
Community Center or the United Methodist Men assisting in the completion of the new location for
Family Promise.

Our Children’s Choirs are back in full swing and we have a place
for all of our children between the ages of 4 and the 6th Grade!
The choirs rehearse each Sunday afternoon from 5:00 - 6:00 pm
on the 2nd floor of the Sanctuary building. We hope you will
make children’s music a priority this Spring for your kids!!
Questions???? Email Chris at: chris@fumcbryan.org.

Throughout the year, FUMC also hosted several blood drives with the Gulf Coast Regional Blood
Center. Individuals helped save lives by actually giving of themselves. I’m sure there are many
activities and ministries of the Sunday School Classes of which I am not aware. I can attest to the
fact that the members of FUMC have been Bold, Courageous, and Active disciples of God.
In 2019, I pray you can find a ministry that you can support either financially, give of your time or lift
up in prayer. God is at work at FUMC, Bryan through you.
Eileen Winkle, Director of Business & Facility Operations
Brazos Church Pantry

Liberia

Save of Streets Ministry

BVCASA

Meals of Love

Society of St. Stephen

Family Promise

Methodist Children’s Home

Still Creek Ranch

Fannin Elementary

Methodist Retirement Communities

Texas A&M Wesley Foundation

Golden Cross

Mobility Worldwide

Twin City Mission

Habitat for Humanity

Ronald McDonald House

UMCOR

Hurricane Harvey

Salvation Army

Zoe Ministry

Brazos Valley
Council
on
Alcohol and Substance Abuse (BVCASA)
is dedicated to the prevention and treatment
of substance abuse. BVCASA works with the
men and women who are coming out of the
Texas Department of Criminal Justice
(TDCJ) system in order to help them
transition back home. FUMC Bryan helps
with purchasing resident’s bus tickets home
once they have completed the program,
clothing, and luggage.
How can you help? BVCASA is in need of
underwear, tennis shoes, bedding (twin/
full), blue jeans, coats, towels.
You may donate items in the church office
building or outside of room 210 located in the
Christian Life Center.
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UMW 150th Celebration
Update
Registration form for the anniversary celebration,
set for March 23, 2019, is now on the FUMC
website. ALL ladies of the congregation are
invited to join the fun on that day! The agenda for
the day includes greetings from Conference and
National personnel and a light-hearted historical
skit. The keynote speaker is Dr. Nancy Dickey, the
first female president of the American Medical
Association and our own District Superintendent,
Rev. Wanda Bess will lead closing worship.
The $10 registration fee includes lunch and
other refreshments, goodie bags, door prizes and
free child care if needed. Register today. For
additional
information,
please
contact:
shelbyrowan@suddenlink.net.

www.fumcbryan.org

February 2019

WORSHIP: It’s Not ALL About Us!
Thanks to everyone who took part in our Baptism Reaffirmation on Sunday, January 13. I hope it
gave you another way to journey with God in prayer regularly (Specifically to give God thanks for
your faith and for those who have nurtured you in it along the way!). I shared the story of the hymn
“God is Here!” (UMH #660) where part of the last verse reads: “Here in this day’s dedication, all
we have to give, receive; We, who cannot live without you, we adore you! We believe!” Once
in a while, we all need to be reminded of why we worship—especially if we find ourselves saying
things like “I didn’t get anything out the service today.” First, we are really not here to ‘get’ anything
or to be ’moved’. We are way off course if we come into the service with the expectation that
worship happens to make us feel warm and cuddly, entertained, or comfortable; because that is not
worship —that is a day at the spa! I’m not saying that the act of worship should not stir up emotions
within us, but primarily we aren't here to get a door prize or hit the jackpot! Worship can certainly
change and transform us beyond belief, but remember: WORSHIP IS NOT ABOUT US!!
So….why do we worship? Ultimate we worship to GIVE: Give Thanks! Give Glory! Give Honor!
Give Praise! Therefore, worship is for God and it happens because of who God is and what God has
done. It is our response to what God is doing in our lives now and what he will be doing in the future!
So how do we do this giving? We sing! Don’t just stand there—no matter what you think of the voice
God gave you, lift it up in praise and SING! We pray! Whether we are reading prayers together or
they are spoken by one of our pastors, don’t let yourself zone out. Worship is NOT a spectator’s
sport, so be a participant. We prepare! The scripture and sermon are not just about having the Bible
read and then interpreted. The Gospel message is shared to help us be prepared to go outside the
church walls and make a difference in the world. When we share Christ’s love and grace with others,
He is glorified and that is worship! Therefore, preaching is our preparation to worship out in the
world.
So the next time you find yourself saying: “I didn’t get
anything
out
of
the
worship
service,”
ask
yourself this question: “What did I put into worship today?
Did I come prepared to give?” Don’t forget that in giving we
also RECEIVE. God gives us the strength, guidance, and
forgiveness that we need to begin again in the world
around us.
Worshipping God means GIVING to God and in service
our prayer should be—”In worship today, O God: take
all
that we
give
and lift up to you…
Receive and be praised and glorified! Amen!”

Vol. LX, No. 2
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fact that the members of FUMC have been Bold, Courageous, and Active disciples of God.
In 2019, I pray you can find a ministry that you can support either financially, give of your time or lift
up in prayer. God is at work at FUMC, Bryan through you.
Eileen Winkle, Director of Business & Facility Operations
Brazos Church Pantry

Liberia

Save of Streets Ministry

BVCASA

Meals of Love

Society of St. Stephen

Family Promise

Methodist Children’s Home

Still Creek Ranch

Fannin Elementary

Methodist Retirement Communities

Texas A&M Wesley Foundation

Golden Cross

Mobility Worldwide

Twin City Mission

Habitat for Humanity

Ronald McDonald House

UMCOR

Hurricane Harvey

Salvation Army

Zoe Ministry

Brazos Valley
Council
on
Alcohol and Substance Abuse (BVCASA)
is dedicated to the prevention and treatment
of substance abuse. BVCASA works with the
men and women who are coming out of the
Texas Department of Criminal Justice
(TDCJ) system in order to help them
transition back home. FUMC Bryan helps
with purchasing resident’s bus tickets home
once they have completed the program,
clothing, and luggage.
How can you help? BVCASA is in need of
underwear, tennis shoes, bedding (twin/
full), blue jeans, coats, towels.
You may donate items in the church office
building or outside of room 210 located in the
Christian Life Center.
Page 4

UMW 150th Celebration
Update
Registration form for the anniversary celebration,
set for March 23, 2019, is now on the FUMC
website. ALL ladies of the congregation are
invited to join the fun on that day! The agenda for
the day includes greetings from Conference and
National personnel and a light-hearted historical
skit. The keynote speaker is Dr. Nancy Dickey, the
first female president of the American Medical
Association and our own District Superintendent,
Rev. Wanda Bess will lead closing worship.
The $10 registration fee includes lunch and
other refreshments, goodie bags, door prizes and
free child care if needed. Register today. For
additional
information,
please
contact:
shelbyrowan@suddenlink.net.

www.fumcbryan.org

February 2019

WORSHIP: It’s Not ALL About Us!
Thanks to everyone who took part in our Baptism Reaffirmation on Sunday, January 13. I hope it
gave you another way to journey with God in prayer regularly (Specifically to give God thanks for
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all
that we
give
and lift up to you…
Receive and be praised and glorified! Amen!”

Vol. LX, No. 2

www.fumcbryan.org

Page 5

Adult Ministries

Church News
Purpose of Lay Servant
Ministries School
To become better equipped
to serve Jesus Christ, His church
and community; to grow
spiritually; and to become a
Local Church Lay Servant or
a Certified UM Lay Servant.

Blood Donation
Date: Sunday, Feb 24th
Time: 8 am - 12:30 pm
FUMC Northeast parking lot
Look for the Blood Donation bus
Contact: Pam Coleman at:
pjohnsoncoleman@aol.com

Lay Servants must take a class
every 3 years to stay current.

Burial Plots for Sale
FUMC Bryan owns two cemetery plots in
the Bryan City Cemetery. The Board of
Trustees has approved the sale of the two
plots. If interested, contact Eileen Winkle
at: eileen@fumcbryan.org

For more information, contact:
Natalie Patterson at
natalie.patterson@fumcbryan.org
Love God Love Others
John 21:16 (NIV)
Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that
I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”
Jesus also asks us: “Do you love me?” “Will you come and follow me?” Discipleship is a way to be
attentive to and intentional about what you love. Jesus’ command to follow him is a command
to align our loves and longings with his—to want what God wants, to desire what God desires,
to hunger and thirst after God. ¹
Matthew 22:37-39 (NIV)
Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind.” This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: “Love your neighbor as
yourself.” Love God and love others by showing them that they need God. This movement of love
expands, grows and moves outward to embrace others.
1 John 4:7-12 (NIV)
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born
of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is
how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live
through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made
complete in us.

Please keep our youth director,
Megan Hanson, in your prayers
as she pursues her undergraduate
degree from Regent University located in
Virginia Beach, VA. Currently, Megan is taking
online classes in Biblical Theology. Megan is
also pursuing her certificate for youth ministry at
Perkins School of Theology in Dallas, TX.
Let us continue to support and encourage her
as she answers the call to ministry.

Flowers for Worship
Honor someone you love
and beautify our
Sanctuary at the same
time! A large Flower
Calendar has been placed
on the Sacristy door to
reserve a date when
you want to provide floral
arrangements in honor
or in memory of that
special person.

Love is not a convenience but a commitment. Biblically, love is a commandment rather than an
emotion, more a daily obligation than the satisfying of an inner longing. I do not love God or my
neighbor because it’s convenient or because they always appeal to me, but because they merit
love.²
When Christ is the center of your life and your focus is to love others, then your mission will be to
bring others to Christ. I encourage you to build relationships with others and show them that the way
of salvation is through the true love of Jesus Christ. Pray for God to guide you out of your safe
self-comfort zone and be the center of your life.

Questions?
Contact Grace or Chris
in the church office
for assistance.

Grace and Peace,
¹ You Are What You Love” - James K.A. Smith
² The Pleasure of God” - J. Ellsworth Kalas
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endowment funds Permanent, Landscape, and Knobel
Endowments contributed to the operating budget a total of $65,216.
Lastly, a one-time gift of $58,000 was also received from a church
member earlier in the year. Many blessings to be thankful for in
2018 with so many maintenance challenges such as the gas leak
that started off the first part of year or the water leak in the
Education Building at the end of the year. In the last meeting of the
year for the Board of Trustees, a contract exceeding $100,000, was
initiated to replace three heating and a/c systems for the Christian
Life Center. Two units are 100% non-functioning, the
Heritage room and the youth office/North entry area and the other
unit at ½ capacity in the gym.
Gifts from church members who have remembered their church in
their Wills have allowed FUMC to move forward in the
missions and ministries of the church. Thanks be to God for the
many blessings in 2018 and don’t forget to bring a coat to church if
the temperatures drop!
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Senior Pastor
Rev. Rick Sitton
rick@fumcbryan.org
Lead Pastor of
Contemporary Worship
Rev. Jennifer Webber
jen@fumcbryan.org
Associate Pastor, Hispanic Ministry
Rev. Dr. Augusto Sarria
augusto@fumcbryan.org

STAFF
Director of
Jeff Hobbs
jeff@fumcbryan.org
Director of Youth Ministry
Megan Hanson
megan@fumcbryan.org
Director of Adult Ministries
& Member Involvement
Natalie Patterson
natalie.patterson@fumcbryan.org
Director of Music & Worship
Ministries
Chris Caffee
chris@fumcbryan.org

Sara Hadley
Karl Brinkmann
karlb1@prodigy.net

Youth Ministry
Valentine’s Day Dinner & Dance
Saturday, February 9th

Organist
Angela Corbett
Director of
Communications
Grace Dominguez
grace@fumcbryan.org

Prayer Requests
Frances Allen
Mary Bayliss
Hazle Easterling
Daphne Eller
Anne Gaudin
Jack Gressett
Mary House
Tom Lewis
Henry Moore
Kent Schuster
Eulela Swinton
Pam Vollentine

CLERGY

Ray Anthony
OlaMae Davis
Darold Eberhart
Gene Elsik
Diane Glover
Sheila Hopkins
Jack Lester
Mary McDonald
Evelyn Rolf
Charlotte Simpson
Bob Thompson

Prayers of comfort
for the families of
Mrs. JoAnn Locke
who passed away on
January 24, 2019
and
Mr. Henry Dethloff
who passed away on
January 25, 2019.

www.fumcbryan.org

Director of
Business & Facilities
Eileen Winkle
eileen@fumcbryan.org
Head Custodian
Hosea Morriel
Custodian
Rocio Hitt

Fellowship Hall
6 pm to 9 pm
Live Music and Dancing
Tickets $15 per Person
Child Care Provided

February 2019
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Fundraiser
Supports
our
Youth
Ministry
Missions

Menu
Choice of Chicken Alfredo or Spaghetti
Garden Salad
Dessert - Chesecake
with Strawberry or Chocolate Sauce
www.fumcbryan.org
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Dear Church Family,
I have called us all to a period of prayer and fasting for General Conference in St. Louis from Jan.
27th to Feb. 26th. Over the last few weeks, I’ve explained the major issues before the denomination
at General Conference and I hope they are resolved once and for all, but the culture we live in
continues to demand we bow down to their idols. (Copies of my handouts from the Jan. 27th meeting
are available in the church office.) My hope and my prayer is that the United Methodist Church will
remain, as it has by the grace of God, faithful to Scripture and to Christ in every way.

Dear friends of ZOE,
On behalf of the ZOE children, staff and communities we serve, I would
like to take this opportunity to thank you. Your trust and investment in us
enabled a record number of 16,846 orphans to enter the ZOE program in
2018. Because of you, another 16,846 children have began the
journey from extreme poverty to self-sufficiency. While each child’s
personal transformation is nothing short of remarkable, the larger impact
in their local communities is truly inspirational. We’ve witnessed many
ZOE children mentoring younger peers in the program and in their
village, sharing skills and training others, helping the elderly and
participating in communal activities. The multiplier effect of your support is
unbelievable. Furthermore, this fall, several ZOE Kenya empowerment
groups united to raise funds to give back to the ZOE program. In just two
months, they collectively raised $12,415. Our staff was in awe! This act
of faith inspired a donor in the U.S. to match the children’s giving so a new
empowerment group can be started in Malawi. The children’s
belief in the ZOE program and desire to help others stems from knowing
that someone, somewhere like YOU once gave them the same
opportunity. This past Christmas season, the children you supported
celebrated by sharing their earnings and positive messages with other
vulnerable members of their community. As nothing brings God greater
joy than to see his people working in such a way, nothing brings the
children greater joy than being able to serve their community.

Mission Work at
FUMC Bryan on
Saturday,
March 30th!
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Even though you can’t always see your influence and investment
first-hand, please remember that God has used you as a changing
agent to the whole world.
Have a blessed new year! Best regards,
Reegan Kaberia, Kenya Country Manager & ZOE Chief Program Officer
www.fumcbryan.org
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I acknowledge the obvious, that good people have differing opinions about the issues that divide the
denomination (and our country) concerning homosexuality, gay weddings and ordination. I pray
for unity in the church that is centered on obedience to the traditional orthodox Wesleyan
understanding on these issues. I’m glad that we are a church that shows grace upon grace and
welcomes all people with open arms, while at the same time having the courage of our convictions
that God is holy as well as gracious. God calls us to holiness in every area
of life and God calls us to pray. Please pray seriously and fast Inside this issue:
purposefully. I believe God is going to answer the prayers of the faithful in Financial Report
2
ways we cannot see yet, but we can trust the Lord in all, above all and Prayer Requests
Staff
Directory
through all.
Grace and Peace,

I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may
be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and
grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with
all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled
with all the fullness of God. Ephesians 3:16-19 NRSV
So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our
neighbors, for we are members of one another... 30 And do not grieve the
Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of
redemption. 31 Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and
wrangling and slander, together with all malice, 32 and be kind to one
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has
forgiven you. Ephesians 4:25, 30-32 NRSV
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Church Office

•

Hours
Mon - Thursday
8:30 am to 5:00 pm
Friday
8:30 am to 3:00 pm

• Phone/Fax
979.779.1324
979.775.2173
• Website
www.fumcbryan.org

