
 EveryDay AT-HOME BUNDLES . . . 
a solution for life starting at $12.00 for three months

At-Home Bundles Include: 
◊  ONE DEVOTIONAL MAGAZINE PER PERSON IN THE FAMILY (Printed or Digital)

◊  ONE DIGITAL TEACHING GUIDE (based on children’s ages)

Teaching Guide 
SEP • OCT • NOV 2021

Righteousness



Teaching Guide
SEP • OCT • NOV 2021
Volume 18, Issue 1

ISSN: 1946-7648

RANDALL HOUSE

CURRICULUM DIRECTOR
Katie Greenwood

EDITORS
Randy Ledbetter
randy.ledbetter@randallhouse.com
Carol Reid
carol.reid@randallhouse.com

DESIGN MANAGER 
Andrea Young

DESIGN TEAM
Angelia Duke

A list of contributing writers is 
available at D6Teacher.com

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR & CEO 
Ron Hunter Jr., Ph.D.

BOARD MEMBERS 
Mike Trimble, M.R.E., M.Div., 
Chairman
Paul Bryant, M.Div., Vice Chairman 
Kendall Ross, M.A., Clerk
Jay Baines, M.A.R., M.Div.
Darin Gibbs
Ryan Giles, M.A.R.
Mike Mounts
Rick Taylor, M.A.
Tim York, M.A.R., M.R.E.

Copyright © 2021, Randall House, 
114 Bush Road, Nashville, TN 37217. 
All rights reserved. Published 
quarterly by Randall House.
No reproduction of materials 
permitted without permission
under penalty of law.

Send your correspondence to:
Fusion / Randall House
114 Bush Road
Nashville, TN 37217
1-800-877-7030

To order products 
mentioned in this 
publication, call 
1.800.877.7030 
or visit 
www.randallhouse.com 
or an affiliate bookstore.

Notice: By submitting letters, 
testimonies, and other materials 
to Randall House, you agree all 
submissions are the property of 
Randall House, and you agree that 
Randall House has been granted 
the non-exclusive right to use and/
or reproduce any submission in any 
manner and for any purpose.



Welcome to FUSION Teaching Guide ...................................................................................... 2
More FUSION Resources ............................................................................................................ 4
In This Teaching Guide ............................................................................................................... 5
Leading Adults to Christ ............................................................................................................. 6

Lesson 1
September 5, 2021 While We Wait ...................................................................................7

Lesson 2
September 12, 2021 The Nuts and Bolts of Christian Living .....................................17

Lesson 3
September 19, 2021 Patiently Waiting .............................................................................27

Lesson 4
September 26, 2021 Working for a Living ......................................................................37

Lesson 5
October 3, 2021 Not Just on Sunday .........................................................................47

Lesson 6
October 10, 2021 One Generation to Another ..........................................................57

Lesson 7
October 17, 2021 Decisions, Decisions .......................................................................67

Lesson 8
October 24, 2021 When the Odds Are Against You .................................................77

Lesson 9
October 31, 2021 Finding Favor ...................................................................................87

Lesson 10
November 7, 2021 We All Fall Short .............................................................................97

Lesson 11
November 14, 2021 When Truth Is Left Behind .........................................................107

Lesson 12
November 21, 2021 Just One Way ..................................................................................117

Lesson 13
November 28, 2021 Enemies No More ..........................................................................127

Leader’s Guide



2 • FUSION Teaching Guide

FUSION Teaching Guide for adults is part of the D6 EveryDay Curriculum 
for all ages. Encompassing everyone in the family from preschool through 
adults, D6 EveryDay Curriculum meets learners where they are and points 
them toward spiritual maturity through the systematic study of God’s Word. 
D6 EveryDay Curriculum provides a three-year study of the story of the Bible, 
helping lead the entire family to interact around the same biblical theme each 
week. This whole-family approach to Bible study helps parents fulfill the man-
date of Deuteronomy 6 (D6) to teach their children the Word of God.

FUSION Teaching Guide and its companion publications, Fusion Teaching 
Resources, Fusion Family and Fusion Next Devotional Magazines, and Parent 
Page are the arm of D6 EveryDay Curriculum for adults.

D6 EveryDay FUSION Teaching Guide features:

Variety! Every quarter includes lessons from both the Old and New Testa-
ments. There will occasionally be topical lessons that reinforce and enhance the 
Old or New Testament lessons.

Apologetics! Teachers and learners alike will find tools to help them explain 
and defend key Christian doctrines.

Lesson Objective! Every lesson includes an objective that identifies what you 
want learners to take away from the lesson.

Bible Basics! These brief notes help teachers, parents, and students develop 
deeper biblical literacy by discussing and memorizing important truths every 
believer should know.

Zoom In notes! These notes help teachers, parents, and students develop a 
biblical worldview. Along with the Bible Basics notes, Zoom In helps learners 
see the world through the lens of Scripture.

How It Fits! These brief notes help teachers, parents, and students see how 
the entire Bible fits together by showing how each lesson fits in the big picture 
of God’s plan.

Teaching Tips! Teacher training in bite-sized nuggets helps you make your 
lessons more interesting and effective.

Welcome to the new D6 EveryDay Curriculum 
FUSION Teaching Guide from Randall House!
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D6 Digital! D6 curriculum is available in a digital format! Go to 
randallhouse.com or call 800.877.7030 for more information.

SG LG
Icons indicate how the lesson may be customized for a small 
group (SG) or large group (LG) format.

D6 EveryDay Curriculum lessons are built around five import-
ant steps:

Get Started—This opening activity helps capture the learners’ attention and 
answers the question, Where is this lesson going?

Study the Word—What does the Bible say? This section answers this ques-
tion by digging into the biblical text and explaining it in ways both teachers 
and group members can understand.

Dig Deeper—These notes provide more information for the teacher. They 
address issues like cultural background, historical context, theological impor-
tance, or other complementary biblical teachings.

Apply It—What difference does all this make in my life? Apply It helps learn-
ers see how the biblical truths they have just heard fit into everyday life. Each 
Apply It section includes at least one thought-provoking question to help you 
spark a meaningful discussion.

Live It—The final section in each lesson answers the question, What now? Live 
It encourages learners to take practical steps to apply the biblical principles 
they have learned. This is the perfect lead-in to each week’s daily devotions in 
Fusion Family and Fusion Next magazines. These weekly, six-day Bible studies 
reinforce the theme adults studied on Sunday, allowing God to continue speak-
ing to them from His Word each day.

More Fusion Resources

FUSION Teaching Resources provide tools that help teachers communicate 
effectively: a FUSION Teaching Guide, teaching outlines, follow-along student 
outlines, reproducible handouts, full-color posters, Parent Page, and more. 
FUSION Teaching Resources also include instructions for obtaining download-
able PowerPoint presentations plus the teaching outline for each lesson. (The 
teaching outline is also available as a downloadable Word document you can 
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customize. To download the Teaching Outlines go to: www.D6Teacher.com. 
Password: FUTU6345.)

Fusion Family & Fusion Next Devotional Study Guides 
The Devotional Study Guides for Fusion (Fusion Family and Fusion Next) 

provide a preview of the major truths of each week’s lessons and follow with 
Monday through Friday devotions to reinforce the lesson’s biblical principles. 
Teens and adults will study the same devotional passage each day, facilitating 
conversations about God’s Word. Journal prompts each week can help those 
who enjoy journaling as a part of Bible study. The Bible Basics feature bibli-
cal literacy, encouraging every reader to know God’s Word better. In addition, 
readers enjoy great articles and columns on issues relevant to daily life. Because 
both devotional study guides share the same daily Bible readings and devotions 
(as well as many articles), your group members can choose the magazine they 
prefer and everyone will still be studying together.

Fusion Family is for those who have children in their homes. The daily de-
votions address every member of the family. Learners can do these devotions 
alone in a quiet time or at the breakfast table with the family. Devotions include 
questions for both teens and elementary-age children. Each week, the devo-
tions feature further discussion questions and a family activity to teach the 
biblical theme, along with a simple learning activity for those with preschool-
ers. Unique articles will focus on parenting, and many include dinner table 
discussion questions to help the family discuss important issues.

Fusion Next is a devotional study guide for adults whose children are grown. 
Fusion Next includes many of the best features of Fusion Family, but it is target-
ed toward those with no children living in their households. It addresses their 
needs while challenging them to be involved in generational discipleship from 
a different perspective. Every magazine includes “Pop’s Page,” written specif-
ically for grandparents with suggestions for activities to share in the spiritual 
instruction of their grandchildren.

Parent Page
The Parent Page is a resource to help parents and grandparents discuss the 

truths of each lesson with their children or grandchildren at home. It includes 
the key truths of the lesson, the lesson objective, how the lesson fits in the story 
of the Bible, Bible Basics notes to develop biblical literacy, discussion starter 
questions, activities for different age groups, and notes to help families dis-
cuss important truths from the lesson. Give copies of this page to parents and 
grandparents and encourage them to use it at home each week. Parent Page is 
also available for FREE download at www.D6home.com.

http://www.D6home.com
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Splink is a simple way to link your family together spiritually. Through FREE 
weekly emails packed with ideas, Splink helps you and your family engage in 
conversation. Whether it’s making memories or having fun together, Splink 
allows you to capture those teachable moments to impress spiritual truths 
and life lessons on your kids. No matter where you are, there’s always time to 
Splink! Sign up for Splink at D6family.com/Splink.

Are you on Facebook? Join the D6 Curriculum Teachers group, a place of 
community for you to share stories, ask questions, get advice, and engage in 
conversations with other D6 curriculum teachers.

Check out more resources (including training videos) at d6family.com/
d6curriculum. To order call 800-877-7030 or an affiliate bookstore.

1 and 2 Thessalonians
Four lessons from Paul’s letters to the Thessalonians will examine special 

teaching concerning the end times and Christ’s return, and how we are to put 
God’s truth into action in everyday life while we wait. 

Generational Discipleship
Two lessons will examine the vitally important privilege and responsibility 

we have to teach the next generations to love and follow the Lord. Special em-
phasis will be given to the role parents play in this.

1 and 2 Samuel
Four lessons will examine key events and truths from the lives of kings Saul 

and David.

Romans 
The final three lessons from the early chapters of Romans will examine the 

curse of sin and God’s plan of salvation through faith in Christ alone.

In This Teaching Guide
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Christianity is about more than going to church and living a good moral life. 
Being a Christian is about having a vibrant personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ. Every Sunday School teacher or Bible study leader should want to see 
each of his or her learners enter into this relationship—their eternal destiny 
depends on it. As you work toward this goal, keep the following in mind:

• Following Christ is about more than a mere decision; it is about a lifelong 
relationship. Jesus called us to make disciples, not mere decision-makers. 
Aim for long-term faith, not momentary emotion.  

• Salvation is a matter of grace, not works. Our works do not save us (Ephe-
sians 2:8-9), nor do they keep us (Galatians 3:2-6). Good works are a 
product of salvation, not a prerequisite to it.  

• Don’t confuse sanctification with salvation. Holiness follows salvation; it 
doesn’t precede it. Don’t try to impose “Christian” expectations on men 
and women who don’t know Christ.  

Keep it simple. Being born again is not complicated. Here’s a simple way to 
explain it:  

• Acknowledge your sinfulness and your need for a Savior (Romans 
3:10, 23).  

• Trust in Christ’s sacrifice for your sins and in His resurrection (Romans 
10:9-10).

• Surrender your life to God’s transforming power (Romans 12:1-2).  

Most of all, remember that your job is to tell the truth in a way others can 
understand, answer their questions, and give them an opportunity to respond. 
If you do that faithfully, some will respond and join the band of Christ- 
followers. When they do, Heaven will rejoice!  

Leading Adults to Christ
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While We Wait
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FAMILY THEME
Living to Please God

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners choose to live in ways that 
please God, view death differently 
than the world, and remain ready 
for Christ’s return.

STUDY TEXT
1 Thessalonians 4:1—5:11

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 1-1
(poster) 

q	 FTE 1-2
(teaching out-
line) 

q	 FTE 1-3
(student outline)  

q	 FTE 1-4
(handout)

q	 FTE 1-5
(handout)

q	 FTE 1-6
(#teenfeed) 

q	 PP-1
(Parent Page)

Key Truths
•  Practicing Sexual Purity, Brotherly Love, and Productive Living 

Pleases God.
• Believers Have Hope, Even in Grief.
•  God’s People Are to Remain Spiritually Alert and Ready for Christ’s 

Return.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to memorize Deuteronomy 6:4-6 this week and to 
work with family members to do so as well. (Learners can find this Bi-
ble Basics note on the FTE 1-3 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This Scripture was written within 20 years or so after the resurrection 
of Christ (AD 50-51) probably during Paul’s 18-month stay in Corinth 
(Acts 18) as Paul and his companions continued to take the gospel to 
the Gentiles, plant churches in various cities, and teach believers to 
obey what Christ commanded.
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Use one of the Get 
Started options to 
capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started.

Display the FUSION 
Teaching Essential 
1-1 (“A Different Per-
spective”) poster.

Option 1: Begin by asking your learners to share 
ways in which believers are to see the world differ-
ently than the lost do. Examples might include sexu-
ality, treatment of others, work, grief, and the future. 
List their answers on the markerboard. After some 
discussion, say: Those who know God’s truth have a 
different outlook than those who follow the world’s 
ways. Today we will see some of the ways we are to 
think and behave differently than the lost world does.

Option 2: Write the following on the markerboard: 
The death of a loved one. Then ask the following:

• How is this experience similar for both a Chris-
tian and a non-Christian?

• How is it different?

After discussion, say: Knowing Christ helps believers 
have a different outlook than those who are lost. To-
day we will see the difference that makes when a loved 
one dies and in other ways as well.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 1-1

Study the Word LG

Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians is one of the 
earliest writings of the entire New Testament. Paul 
most likely wrote it around AD 51. That was just 20 
years or so following the crucifixion and resurrec-
tion of Jesus! In Acts 17, you can read the story of 
how God used Paul to start the first Christian church 
in the city.

TEACHING TIP:
When planning for 
application, ask: 
What would it look like 
if my learners were 
obeying this?
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Practicing Sexual Purity, 
Brotherly Love, and 
Productive Living Pleases God
(1 Thessalonians 4:1-12)

Paul’s instructions here covered how to live in a way 
that pleased God. He and the Thessalonians already 
shared the goal of living to please God. Paul’s in-
structions came from the authority of Jesus Himself 
(verse 2).

The Bible makes the vast majority of God’s will 
very plain. For one thing, it is God’s will for His peo-
ple to be sanctified, not marred by sexual immorality 
(verse 3). People are deceiving themselves, and oth-
ers, if they claim that sexual lust and extramarital 
affairs are part of God’s will or approved by God due 
to some unique circumstances.

Paul saw healthy Christian marriage as a good an-
tidote to the immorality so prevalent in the Roman 
world (and in ours today). Such behavior between a 
man and his wife was not just holy, but also honor-
able (verse 4). It honored God as well as the marriage 
partner. Christian marriage must always include the 
desire to honor God and one’s spouse above all else.

Unbelievers do not know God, and are slaves to 
their passions and lusts (verse 5). Most believers 
accept that God will punish such behavior, but we 
may wonder how sexual immorality among believ-
ers wrongs or defrauds Christian brothers and sis-
ters. Sexual immorality before marriage makes their 
misbehavior part of what they carry into any subse-
quent relationships. Even if both parties marry other 
believers, there remains the memory of taking that 
which rightly belonged only to a marriage partner 
and giving it to another. In addition, each partner, 
supposedly acting in love, is involving the other in 
an illicit relationship. Each partner is, in a sense, 
wronging the other.

For pagans (ancient and modern), this is too re-
strictive, even unnatural. But believers understand 
that these guidelines are for our good and are the 

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 1-2 teach-
ing outline can be 
used as a guide for 
teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 
users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/
fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6345.)

FTE 1-2

FTE 1-3

Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching Es-
sential 1-3 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with.

http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
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only way to find true sexual fulfillment. Our calling 
is to a pure life (verses 7-8). Giving in to sexual im-
morality does not truly satisfy and ultimately hin-
ders our relationship with God and with our spouse.

Another way we please God is by showing broth-
erly love to those around us and especially to oth-
er believers. The Thessalonian church was a new 
church. Yet they were loving one another (verse 9). 
They also showed love for all the believers through-
out the province (verse 10). Christ’s love extended to 
all mankind. Our love should resemble His as much 
as possible. Paul urged the Thessalonians to do so 
more and more.

The ways of Christ seem “unnatural” to the un-
regenerate world. Simple consideration and acts of 
brotherly love constantly amaze unbelievers. This 
is another reason why we want to do good for one 
another in visible ways—to honor our Father before 
the world that needs to know Him. The brotherly 
love of which Paul wrote is surely a work of the Holy 
Spirit in the lives of believers. We do well to look for 
opportunities to practice brotherly love to all those 
around us.

God is also pleased when believers practice pro-
ductive lifestyles. Paul indicated three ways to do 
this. One was to lead a quiet life. The believers were 
to aim for restful and peaceful lives. This would let 
the gospel do its work in their lives and in the lives 
of those around them. A second way was to mind 
their own business. How many quarrels—in poli-
tics, workplaces, communities, homeowner associ-
ations—would simply disappear if people minded 
their own business? Paul wanted believers to stand 
out as people who did not try to inject themselves in 
the affairs of others. Thirdly, believers are to make 
their own living. The thought that Jesus could come 
back at any time so fascinated some of the Thessalo-
nian believers that they had quit their jobs. Paul be-
lieved in the Lord’s return, but he did not use it as a 
cover for laziness or sloth. He stated God’s intention 
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Distribute copies of 
FTE 1-4 (“Sexuality 
God’s Way”) to each 
learner to help them 
think through how to 
respond to society’s 
views of sexuality.

for believers to pay their own way, with their own 
work, as much as possible.

In verse 12, Paul indicated why Christians should 
live productive lives. Even unbelievers would respect 
and admire people who lived in such a way. This 
would make them more open to listening to the gos-
pel. Believers who shirked their work responsibili-
ties would end up needing help from other believers. 
They would eat away at the resources those believers 
could use for other purposes.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Set yourself apart from the world by practicing 
sexual purity, brotherly love, and a peaceable, pro-
ductive lifestyle.

• The Bible tells us to keep away from sexual im-
morality. What does this involve? (Abstaining 
from any sexual activity outside of marriage 
between one man and one woman. This would 
include premarital sex, adultery, homosexuali-
ty, etc.)

• Why is it important for believers to have a good 
work ethic? (Sets a good example and testimo-
ny; leaves resources to be used for others in 
genuine need; etc.)

Believers Have Hope, Even in 
Grief
(1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)

Paul then turned the Thessalonians’ thoughts to the 
future. The gospel changes how we react to life, and 
to death. Paul wanted believers to understand what 
had become of other believers who had died or fall-
en asleep (verse 13). The death and resurrection ex-
perience of Jesus lay at the heart of Paul’s teaching 
(verse 14). Christ’s atonement for our sin would be 

FTE 1-4
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incomplete without His role as the first to live in vic-
tory over death. The word of the Lord in verse 15 may 
represent a special revelation to Paul, not something 
from the Gospels. Believers who have died have en-
tered into the Lord’s presence and enjoy Him in ways 
those of us who are still alive can only imagine.

DIG DEEPER:
“Soul sleep” is the erroneous doctrine that dead 
believers have no awareness or consciousness, 
their souls resting in sleep until the resurrec-
tion. Groups such as Seventh Day Adventists 
and Jehovah’s Witnesses hold to various forms 
of soul sleep. However, both Moses and Elijah—
long dead by the time of Christ—met with Jesus 
in the presence of the disciples at the Transfigu-
ration (Matthew 17:1-8), and Paul indicated that 
absence from the (dead) body meant presence 
with the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8). You can find a 
brief explanation of this error here: http://carm.
org/soul-sleep.

Yet the Thessalonians feared that their dead loved 
ones might somehow miss the Lord’s return. Paul 
put their fears to rest (verses 16-18). Christ would re-
turn visibly, publicly, and in great triumph. The dead 
in Christ will be raised and meet Him first. Then 
those still alive at Christ’s return will join them, and 
nothing will ever again separate them. We are to 
comfort and encourage one another with this won-
derful truth.

DIG DEEPER:
Believers do not grieve or mourn our dead as 
those who have no hope, but we are not insensi-
tive to loss or death either. Did not Jesus Himself 
weep at the tomb of His friend Lazarus (John 
11:35)? Did not Abraham mourn Sarah’s death 
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Take comfort that believers will be reunited in the 
presence of the Lord with Christian loved ones 
who pass away.

• How is the resurrection of Jesus connected to 
our hope for eternal life? (His resurrection 
demonstrates that God’s promises of eternal 
life are true.)

• Why can Christians grieve differently than 
those who don’t know Jesus? (We know we will 
see Christian loved ones again.)

God’s People Are to Remain 
Spiritually Alert and Ready 
for Christ’s Return
(1 Thessalonians 5:1-11)

The Thessalonians would have had fewer questions 
about the timing of the Second Coming had they re-
membered what Paul had already taught them (verse 
1). They knew that Christ would return like a thief 
in the night (verse 2). Just when many are talking 
about peace and safety, thinking all is well, Jesus will 
return and judgment will fall (verse 3). Labor pains 

(Genesis 23:2)? Devout believers mourned the 
martyr Stephen (Acts 8:2). The distinction be-
tween believers and unbelievers is that the nature 
of the mourning is different. Unbelievers have no 
hope, no assurance, concerning what happens 
after death. It is the great unknown, laden with 
fright and dread. Believers, however, belong to 
the One who died and came back victorious. He 
will defeat death for His followers who die. He 
will bring them to eternal fellowship with him, 
as resurrected beings.

APPLY IT  SG LG
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denote a process that begins suddenly and must con-
tinue on to its natural outcome. See also Matthew 
24:43-44 and Luke 21:34-35.

Knowing this, Paul expected the Thessalonians to 
not be taken by surprise by Christ’s return (verses 
4-5). He expected them to be ready, living as peo-
ple who belonged in the daylight. For such people, 
Christ’s return will be glorious. Those who belong 
to the darkness will find it devastating, like a thief 
striking without warning.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that believers can look forward to 
Christ’s Second Coming because God offers sal-
vation and forgiveness through faith in Christ. 
Encourage parents and grandparents to discuss 
this truth with family members at home.

Paul did not know the precise date, but his use of 
we and you when discussing it seems to indicate that 
He thought he would see it (1 Thessalonians 4:15, 
17; 5:4). What he knew for certain was that God has 
promised that Christ will return. Nevertheless, we 
know that it involves a delay during which God has 
much work for His people to do. We do not have to 
know the timing of Christ’s return to live in the sure 
hope and expectation of it. We should endeavor to 
live in such a way that we would not be embarrassed 
if He returned tomorrow. We should also try to build 
lives that will stand the test of time if He does not 
return for another 2,000 years.

DIG DEEPER
In Scripture, the Day of the Lord (verse 2) often 
describes a time of judgment upon people and 
nations. Passages such as Romans 2:15-16; 1 John 
4:17; Isaiah 13:9-11; and Zephaniah 1:14-18 illus-
trate this. Coming like a thief in the night means 
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The Parent Page 
(PP-1) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it at 
home this week.

Unbelievers are morally disengaged (asleep) 
(verse 6), not dead as when Paul described deceased 
believers (4:13-14). In a situation that calls for alert 
care, they are dozing. Dozing and drunkenness de-
scribe those who belong to the night (verse 7). Be-
lievers belong to the day (verse 8). Our hope ensures 
we will wait confidently and expectantly for God to 
keep His promises.

God’s plan to save and redeem believing mankind 
restores the fellowship with God that sin shattered in 
Eden. It restores us to that friendship with God for 
which we were created. God’s purpose in saving us 
was for us to be together with Him, both now and in 
the world to come (verses 9-10). The expectation of 
the Second Coming fills every moment of every day 
with renewed meaning. What could be more import-
ant or more encouraging (verse 11)?

it will be unexpected. It indicates nothing about 
the time of day. After all, it is always day some-
where on earth, and night somewhere else. The 
phrase evokes instead how unexpected Christ’s 
return will be.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Live each day as if the Lord will come that day.

• How will the Lord’s coming be like a thief in the 
night? (It will be sudden and unexpected.)

• What does it mean to be ready for Christ’s re-
turn? (We have trusted Christ and are in a 
right relationship with God; we are using our 
gifts and abilities to serve Him; etc.)

PP-1
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put the truths 
of this lesson into 
practice.

Option 1: Discuss the idea of working for a living 
and helping others in need. Ask the following ques-
tions:

• As a believer in Christ, what should be my atti-
tude toward work? (See it as part of God’s de-
sign for us; do it as unto Christ; see it as a way 
to honor God.)

• How can I honor God through my work? (Work 
hard, doing the best I can; do it with integrity.)

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 1-5 
(“Wide Awake”) to help your group members think 
about how they can stay spiritually awake and alert. 
Discuss the handout together and encourage learn-
ers to take steps this week to be alert and ready for 
whatever God brings their way each day.

Option 3: Ask your learners to consider the follow-
ing:

• How is God’s design for sexuality different from 
our culture’s views of sexuality?

• Why should we hold to God’s design rather than 
to our culture’s views?

• How can you more fully obey God in the area of 
sexual purity this week?

Live ItSG LG

FTE 1-5

Encourage your 
group members to 
complete this week’s 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide, and to discuss 
the devotions with 
family members.  

Give a copy of 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 1-6 (“#teen-
feed”) to all parents 
of teens. 

FTE 1-6
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The Nuts and Bolts 
of Christian Living

LE
S

S
O

N
 2

S
eptem

ber 12, 20
21

FAMILY THEME
Everyday Christianity

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners understand that God’s 
Word gives us practical guidance 
for living. We put the practical 
truths of God’s Word into practice 
each day.

STUDY TEXT
1 Thessalonians 5:12-28

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 2-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 2-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 2-3
(handout)

q	 PP-2
(Parent Page)

Key Truths
• Believers Treat Others With Love and Respect.
• Believers Keep Their Hearts Right With God.
• God Is Working to Make Believers Holy.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to go over the following question and answer 
each day this week and to work with family members to do so as well. 
What is sanctification? Answer: Sanctification is the process a Chris-
tian enters at conversion in which he becomes more and more holy 
throughout his life (1 Thessalonians 5:23). (Learners will find this Bible 
Basics note on the FTE 2-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set around 20 years after the resurrection of Christ as 
Paul instructed the new believers at Thessalonica in some of the prac-
tical aspects of Christian living.
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Use one of the Get 
Started options to 
capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 2-1 teach-
ing outline can be 
used as a guide for 
teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 
users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/
fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6345.)

Option 1: Begin by asking your group members to 
list objects or ideas people sometimes hold tightly 
to and do not want to let go of. Why do we cling to 
thinks like this? Which are good to hold on to and 
which are not? After discussion, say: Some things are 
really hard for us to let go of, and that can be good or 
bad, depending on what it is. Today we will see some-
thing God instructs us to hold on to tightly and also 
what we should let go of.

Option 2: Ask your group members to give exam-
ples of “life hacks” that help make life better and eas-
ier. Examples might include tying a colored piece of 
cloth to your luggage to identify it or placing a saucer 
under a bowl when heating things in a microwave. 
The bowl gets very hot but the saucer does not. After 
discussion, say: Today we will see some instructions 
God has given us to help us with practical life issues.

Get StartedSG LG

Study the WordLG

Remember that no one in the Thessalonian congre-
gation had been a believer for very long. Timothy 
had visited the church and then reported back to 
Paul (1 Thessalonians 3:1-2). In today’s passage, Paul 
gave some final practical words of instruction to the 
church.

Believers Treat Others With 
Love and Respect
(1 Thessalonians 5:12-15)

Human relationships always need attention, even 
in a church. The believers had few role models of 

FTE 2-1

FTE 2-2

Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 2-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
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TEACHING TIP:
In order to help insure 
accurate interpre-
tation, compare the 
passage of Scripture 
you are studying 
with the other Bible 
passages that deal 
with the same topic 
or truth.

proper Christian leadership outside of Paul. In Ro-
man society the powerful had their way with the 
weak. The weak gave little beyond begrudged obedi-
ence to their masters.

Paul insisted that people in a Christian congre-
gation respect the leaders who worked hard among 
them (verse 12). The work the leaders did merited re-
spect and love (verse 13). This surely shocked people 
raised in the ways of Greece and Rome. Above all, 
their calling was to live in peace with each other.

Treating spiritual leaders with disrespect and 
dishonor distracts and discourages them. The way 
we treat our church leaders directly affects the work 
of Christ. It also reveals something about how we 
regard the Lord’s work. We should be careful how 
we discuss the church and its leaders in front of our 
children or grandchildren. We should try to build 
up the respect we want them to show the church and 
its leaders.

In verse 14, Paul instructed the congregation in 
how to treat three specific groups. The idle needed 
warning. It had become a sore spot in the congre-
gation. Some may have been just plain lazy. Some 
dressed it up in spiritual rationale, using their wait-
ing on the Lord’s return as a pretext. Regardless, 
their idleness was a poor testimony to unbelievers. It 
created friction in the congregation, making the task 
of leaders all the harder.

We rarely hear much about dealing with timidity, 
yet Paul addressed it here. Perhaps the testimony of 
some believers suffered from their natural timidity. 
Unlike the opportunistic idle, who needed warning, 
the timid needed encouragement. Their hearts were 
in the right place, even if they had trouble speaking 
up when needed.

The weak needed others to help them. It is easy 
not to understand the needs of those who are weak-
er than we are. I can do this; why can’t they! We do 
not know what kind of weakness Paul meant. It 
could have been weak faith, weak resources, physi-
cal weakness, or some combination of all three. No 
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matter—weaker people in the congregation need our 
patience and help, not our condemnation.

Finally, Paul urged patience with everyone. Not 
everyone faces the same obstacles. We all have differ-
ent weaknesses, problems, and resources. We do not 
grow spiritually at the same rate. Patience demon-
strates Christlikeness and is an external indication 
that we are becoming like Him. Living in peace with 
each other in our church relationships will require 
patience.

Even in church, people sometimes feel they have 
been wronged. Paul instructed them not to repay 
evil for evil (verse 15). Instead, kindness to all was to 
mark believers. It is important for us to understand 
that Paul’s practical advice, such as we see in today’s 
text, grew directly out of his doctrinal or theological 
understanding. God’s truth is to guide the way we 
live.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that Paul’s instructions for how we re-
late to and encourage fellow believers illustrate 
how God established the church to make disciples 
and transfer the faith. Encourage parents and 
grandparents to discuss this truth with family 
members at home.

DIG DEEPER:
Paul’s words surely indicate that some kind of 
church government already existed, but we do 
not know exactly what kind of structure it was. 
Paul set up churches with leaders who had re-
sponsibility for the congregation. Church lead-
ership in the New Testament was different from 
leadership in society. The same phrase for be-
ing over the church also indicates to care for in 
Romans 12:8 and 1 Timothy 3:4-5, 12; 5:17. Shep-
herds direct the flock and decide where it should 
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Respect church leaders and do what is best for oth-
ers.

• How can we show respect for our church lead-
ers? (Seek to practice what they preach and 
teach; support their efforts to help the church 
grow and mature; pray for and encourage them 
in their ministry.)

• Doing what is best for others is sometimes diffi-
cult. Why is that the case? (They may need to be 
warned or corrected; they may have treated us 
poorly; etc.)

Believers Keep Their Hearts 
Right With God
(1 Thessalonians 5:16-22)

Paul’s next instructions seem to move from external 
acts to attitudes of the heart. Nevertheless, attitudes 
cannot be confined to the heart. They will always 
display themselves in actions.

First came joy (verse 16). People inside and out-
side a church can tell if an individual, or a congre-
gation, is joyful. We cannot fake joy for long; neither 
can we hide it. Knowing Christ and His blessings 
should lead to joy.

Believers who cultivate joy will more easily give 
themselves to frequent prayer (verse 17). Joyful be-
lievers will more easily display thankfulness, even in 
difficult situations. Paul specified being thankful in 
all situations—not the same as being thankful for 
all situations. We do not cultivate joy, prayer, and 

go. At the same time, they constantly look out 
for the welfare of the flock. We can call it servant 
leadership.

APPLY IT  SG LG
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thankfulness just to help the preacher or keep the 
peace. It is God’s will for believers (verse 18). When 
we speak to our families about God’s will, let us make 
sure we emphasize what the Bible clearly says about 
it. In today’s passage, we find that it is God’s will for 
believers to be joyful, prayerful, and thankful.

DIG DEEPER
What did Paul mean when he said to pray with-
out ceasing? Without ceasing comes from a 
Greek word that means continually or without 
omission. Paul used this word in Romans 1:9 to 
convey that the Roman believers were constantly 
on his mind and in 1 Thessalonians 2:13 to in-
dicate he constantly gave thanks for the Thes-
salonians. The fact that he constantly did these 
things, however, did not exclude the other things 
Paul thought about or gave thanks for. It simply 
means they came back to his mind continually. 
Did Paul never eat or sleep, praying every mo-
ment? Of course not! Praying without ceasing is 
what Jesus taught in the parable about the wid-
ow who sought justice (Luke 18:1-8). It means to 
pray consistently, on every appropriate occasion, 
without giving up.

Verse 19 more literally means to stop putting out 
the Spirit’s fire, indicating they were already doing 
so. What did Paul mean by not putting out the fire 
of the Spirit? The Holy Spirit works within all the 
believers of a congregation to do God’s work. His 
choices and distribution of spiritual gifts may sur-
prise us. We must be careful not to stand in the way 
of something the Spirit is doing among us. Some 
even despised prophecies from God, probably be-
cause they did not agree with God’s choice of mes-
senger (verse 20). Instead, Paul advised the Thessa-
lonians to examine prophecies and hold on to what 
they found good (verse 21).
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However, not all messages, teaching, or practic-
es that teachers claimed were from God really came 
from Him. Satan also worked among the congrega-
tion to sow confusion and discord. Whenever evil 
appeared, whatever kind of evil it might be, they 
were to refuse it or avoid it (verse 22).

DIG DEEPER:
Some translations speak of avoiding the appear-
ance of evil, in verse 22. Many readers then take 
that to mean that if something even looks evil, 
then it must be. This text, however, speaks of 
something else. Translations that speak of ab-
staining from or avoiding every kind or form of 
evil are closer to what Paul was saying.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Practice what is good and avoid what is evil.

• How can we hold fast to what is good? (Identify 
from God’s Word what is good and right and 
put those things into daily practice.)

• What are some evils that are common to our 
culture? How can we avoid those evils?

God Is Working to 
Make Believers Holy
(1 Thessalonians 5:23-28)

Paul did not know if he would ever see the Thes-
salonians again. He did not know how they would 
receive his instructions. What else could he do for 
them? He could pray (verse 23). The Thessalonians 
might have appeared to be an isolated congregation 
with few resources and only small prospects for spir-
itual success. Yet Paul understood that the Creator of 
the universe and Redeemer of the world was present 



24 • FUSION Teaching Guide

and active among them. His prayer that God would 
set them apart for His service and keep them from 
sin was not a prayer of last resort. Prayer was Paul’s 
primary resource for the congregation because Paul 
understood God’s faithfulness (verse 24). God want-
ed the success of the Thessalonian church even more 
than Paul did.

DIG DEEPER:
Some theologians teach that human beings are 
composed of three distinct parts: body, soul, and 
spirit. Others hold that we are composed of only 
two parts: body (material) and soul (immateri-
al). Clearly we are more than matter and energy, 
whether in two parts or three. Paul’s reference 
to body, soul, and spirit in 5:23 does not neces-
sarily settle the matter. He could indeed mean 
three separate elements, or he could be using 
synonyms. The language allows either interpre-
tation. After all, his point was for believers to put 
all they are, their entire person, into God’s ser-
vice.

We have in the final verses (25-28) an image of a 
very close relationship between Paul and the congre-
gation. He wanted them to pray for him. He want-
ed those who first received the letter to pass it along 
with a family greeting to the rest of the believers. 
He wanted to make sure someone read it to all the 
congregation. Paul was not shy about speaking to 
the new believers. He understood that what he had 
written was important for their walks with God. He 
wanted everyone to profit from what the Holy Spir-
it inspired Him to write. He knew that attending to 
what he had written would facilitate their experience 
of God’s grace.

Verse 27 makes it clear Paul wanted his words to 
be read aloud to the entire congregation. This could 
have happened at one large meeting, or it could have 
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The Parent Page 
(PP-2) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it 
at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 
password required.)

happened multiple times among smaller groups or 
households of believers. The important thing to con-
sider is that Paul intended his words to be distribut-
ed and read. This implies that Paul took his teaching 
seriously. He recognized his writing as an extension 
of his own ministry. His letters could go places he 
could not. People could copy them (and they did). 
People could read them at odd or otherwise incon-
venient hours, according to their own needs, with-
out having to wake a weary apostle or send some-
one to query him at the next town. Paul’s personal 
or face-to-face ministry also made his writing min-
istry more powerful. Because of what he did, what 
he wrote carried more weight. We would be wrong, 
however, to assume his writing was a less personal 
ministry. It was very personal. His letters are full of 
personal references and obvious signs of familiarity. 
Through them, Paul (and the other apostles) traveled 
out among God’s churches, ministering then and 
through the ages to many more than they ever could 
have addressed in person.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Ask God to make you more like Christ.

• What does it mean to be sanctified? (To be set 
apart for God and His service; to be made 
holy.)

• How does God work to sanctify us and make 
us holy? (Uses His Word and circumstances to 
make us more and more like Christ; helps us 
keep ourselves from sin; etc.)

PP-2

http://www.D6home.com
http://www.D6home.com
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

Option 1: Ask and discuss the following:

• How will you show love and respect for a church 
leader this week?

• Whom could you admonish, encourage, or help 
this week? In what way could you do so?

• With whom do you need to be patient this week?

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 2-3 (“Put 
It Into Practice”) to help your group members think 
through how they can put some of Paul’s instructions 
from this week’s Scripture into practice. Encourage 
them to pick one or two practical instructions and 
put them into practice this week.

Option 3: Ask your learners to consider how they 
can practice what is good and avoid what is evil this 
week. Ask the following:

• For what do you need to rejoice, pray, or give 
thanks this week?

• What sin or evil do you need to keep yourself 
from this week?

Live ItSG LG

FTE 2-3

Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.
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Patiently Waiting
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FAMILY THEME 
Standing Firm in Truth 

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners understand that certain 
events will take place before Christ 
returns. They choose to learn and 
practice God’s revealed truth to help 
them stand firm until He comes.

STUDY TEXT
2 Thessalonians 2:1-17

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 3-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 3-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 3-3
(handout)

q	 PP-3
(Parent Page)

Key Truths
• The Evil Deceiver Will Be Revealed Before Christ Returns.
•  Evil Is Restrained Until the Time for the Evil Deceiver to Be Revealed.
•  Holding to God’s Revealed Truth Helps Us Stand Firm While Await-

ing Christ’s Return.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to review the names and order of the first eight 
books of the Old Testament and the first eight books of the New Tes-
tament this week and to work with family members to do so as well.

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set shortly after Paul’s first letter to the new church in 
Thessalonica (around AD 51) as the gospel was being taken to all na-
tions and peoples according to God’s plan.
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Use one of the Get 
Started options to 
capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 3-1 teach-
ing outline can be 
used as a guide for 
teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 
users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/
fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6345.)

Option 1: Begin by asking learners to share some 
common scams being used to try to deceive people 
in our culture today. After several share, say: We 
always have to make sure that what others tell us is 
really true. Today we will see how people were deceiv-
ing some early believers about the second coming of 
Christ.

Option 2: Begin by asking the following:

• What does it mean to have “a reveal”?
• What are some popular “reveals” that take 

place in our culture? (Remodeled homes; peo-
ple who had a makeover; the “masked singer”; 
the gender of a baby; etc.)

After discussion, say: Reveals are popular in our 
culture these days. Today we will learn about a very 
important reveal that will take place before Christ’s 
second coming.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 3-1

Study the WordLG

Paul must have heard back from the Thessalonian 
believers fairly quickly. His second epistle to them 
seems to have followed his first one without much 
delay. Their response revealed some issues that still 
troubled them, and Paul addressed the situation in a 
second letter.

TEACHING TIP:
Always watch for 
items in the news, 
current events, or 
popular culture 
that you can use as 
illustrations, or ways 
to relate the material 
in the biblical text to 
daily life.

http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 3-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with.

The Evil Deceiver Will Be 
Revealed Before Christ 
Returns
(2 Thessalonians 2:1-5)

Some serious misunderstanding of events related 
to the second coming of Christ still troubled the 
Thessalonian congregation (verse 1). Paul reassured 
them, and tried to calm them down. The first thing 
to settle was that it had not already happened (verse 
2). It seems some had even tried to write things in 
Paul’s name about the Second Coming that simply 
were not true. Paul told the Thessalonians to avoid 
deception by recognizing that the Second Coming 
(day of the Lord in verse 2) would not take place until 
a rebellion occurred and a man of lawlessness was 
revealed (verse 3). This man of lawlessness would 
try to set himself up above any and all deities, even 
proclaiming himself to be God in God’s place (verse 
4). Then Paul gently chided the Thessalonians for not 
remembering what he had already told them about 
the matter (verse 5).

FTE 3-2

DIG DEEPER:
In verse 2, Paul used a term (shaken or unsettled) 
that described a ship that was driven along and 
shaken by waves, undocked, unanchored. We 
should understand that neglecting Bible doc-
trine or theology leaves us unmoored, like a ship 
drifting at sea, shaken by the waves. We will all 
too easily become upset when deceptive teaching 
comes around. While we cannot know for sure, 
there are several possibilities for what had stirred 
up and misinformed the Thessalonian believers:

• False teachers who may have infiltrated the 
group, following along to rip up the roots 
of the new congregation

• False prophets from within the group (re-
member Paul’s instructions to discern 
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Implicit in Paul’s instructions about avoiding de-
ception in verse 3 is a plain, simple truth: deception 
is a danger to us if we do not guard against it. We 
take steps to guard ourselves against deception be-
cause if we do not, then we surely will suffer from 
it. Satan strives to pull us away from truth and espe-
cially from any truth about God. We cannot afford 
to be naïve in such a dangerous world. The struggle 
between truth and deception is not something that 
died out in the distant past. It fills every newscast 
and social media page. Make sure your group mem-
bers understand they are witnessing the same battle 
that raged in Paul’s day. We must fill our minds and 
hearts with God’s Word in order to know truth and 
recognize deception.

which prophecies were really from God in 
his first letter to them)

• False writings, claiming to be from Paul.

The common thread, of course, is falsehood. Be-
lievers cannot afford to become lazy in recogniz-
ing falsehood.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that the Bible is our primary source 
of truth and final authority for what we believe 
and practice. The Bible is God’s Word. Encour-
age learners to discuss this truth with family or 
friends.

Child-like faith is wonderful, and childhood in-
nocence is a charming thing to observe. Neverthe-
less, we want to be alert to events in the lives of our 
children and grandchildren in which their inno-
cence begins to dim. Be ready to show them how we 
cannot believe everything we hear. Point out that if 
we love God, we will love truth, and it will be harder 
to deceive us.
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Be encouraged because Christ will return in God’s 
perfect timing.

• Why can we be confident that Christ will come 
again? (God’s Word promises He will come 
again; God’s Word has proven itself trust-
worthy; etc.)

• In what ways does the promise of Christ’s return 
encourage you?

DIG DEEPER:
The English word apostasy comes from the word 
usually translated as rebellion or falling away, in 
verse 3. Apocalypse comes to us from the root of 
the word translated as revealed. So who is this 
man of lawlessness? Many associate him with the 
Antichrist, but that does not really answer the 
question. Paul was not trying to help us identify 
an individual. He wanted us to be on the look-
out for the character traits and inherent nature 
of anything that promotes Satan’s lies to the det-
riment of our own faith. It is no easier to identi-
fy what, or who, is currently holding him back. 
Some have suggested human government, or the 
church, or the Holy Spirit. Scripture does not 
indicate clearly who is restraining. It highlights 
instead the fact that the restraint is temporary. 
Nevertheless, the fact that the restraint was cur-
rently in place and that the lawlessness was not 
yet what it would be gave hope to the Thessalo-
nian believers. They had not missed the Second 
Coming!

APPLY IT  SG LG
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Evil Is Restrained Until the 
Time for the Evil Deceiver 
to Be Revealed
(2 Thessalonians 2:6-12)

The man of lawlessness would already be working on 
the scene if he were not being restrained (verse 6). 
Indeed, some of that lawlessness was already at work, 
but someone or something was actively restraining 
it (verse 7). In verse 8 we find an interesting play on 
words: the revealing of the lawless one. The words rev-
elation and apocalypse are often tied with the Second 
Coming. They describe the act of revealing or uncov-
ering something. The lawless one is often associated 
with the idea of the Antichrist. He will have his own 
revelation of sorts, when the restraining power goes 
away, only to be destroyed by Jesus when He comes 
again (verse 8).

The revealing of the lawless one will be accompa-
nied by all kinds of lawless behavior, as well as decep-
tive signs of all sorts (verse 9). His power will show 
itself through every sort of evil. Those it deceives will 
perish. Their doom will come from their refusal to 
love the truth of the gospel (verse 10), which would 
otherwise have saved them.

One of the most sobering thoughts to consider 
about those who reject the truth is this: God will fi-
nally allow them to have their way. He will let them 
follow what the Bible calls a strong or powerful de-
lusion, since that is the only thing they will accept. 
Since they spurn the truth, God will give them over 
to believe the lies they want to be true (verse 11). Just 
as the truth would have saved them, the lie will con-
demn them. Their condemnation is just, however, 
for they will have delighted in wickedness (verse 12). 
Those who persist in scorning truth and delighting 
in wickedness will face a sobering future of grand 
delusion.

Many conservative scholars hold that this de-
scribes an event that is still future. Even so, it is still 
true in our day, as in Paul’s day, that the power of 
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lawlessness is already at work. Our world main-
tains powers, cultures, and sentiments that stand 
apart from all things godly. It promotes thinking (in 
many different forms) that rejects the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Only by a profound love of the truth can be-
lievers avoid the great deception that is destroying 
unbelievers on a daily basis.

DIG DEEPER:
Some theologians believe Christ’s second com-
ing will occur at the beginning of a 1000-year 
period of world peace, ruled by Jesus Himself. 
This is called premillennialism. Others believe 
that such an extended period of world peace will 
occur just before Christ’s return. This is called 
postmillennialism. Others believe the mention of 
1000 years in Revelation refers instead to Christ’s 
complete and endless rule, present even now. 
This is called amillennialism. These three major 
views of Christ’s return all have variations. Each 
view has Scripture passages that seem to support 
it. Each view has passages that seem to fit with 
the opposing views. This is an area that requires 
our humility before the difficulty of determining 
exactly what the Bible teaches. We do not agree 
on details, but orthodox theologians agree that 
Christ will return as promised, to render ulti-
mate justice upon the earth. It is certain that we 
need not fear missing the Second Coming!

APPLY IT  SG LG

Trust that Christ will conquer the lawless one and 
all that is evil.

• What are some lies of Satan that the lost be-
lieve? (They believe we should do what feels 
good; some believe God does not exist; they 
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believe they can find fulfillment in sinful prac-
tices; etc.)

• What do you look forward to the most about 
Christ’s return?

Holding to God’s Revealed 
Truth Helps Us Stand Firm 
While Awaiting Christ’s Return
(2 Thessalonians 2:13-17)

The contrast between the believing Thessalonians 
and their unbelieving counterparts led Paul to give 
thanks (verse 13). One group continued toward de-
struction through its persistence in wickedness and 
unbelief. The other group stood firm in belief and 
in the truth. The Holy Spirit set them apart from 
those around them; salvation was theirs. Paul want-
ed them to understand just how fortunate they were. 
It was not their own goodness or brilliance that 
brought them to God. God called them through the 
gospel. It was God’s offer to them that allowed them 
to share in the Lord’s glory (verse 14). Since God had 
called them, they could have confidence and stand 
firm in what He had taught them. God Himself had 
sent them Paul, the Old Testament Scriptures, Paul’s 
recent writings, and prophetic messages for their 
particular situation. They had no reason for mistak-
en ideas about the Second Coming to trouble their 
walk with God (verse 15).

DIG DEEPER:
In John 17, Jesus prayed for the disciples short-
ly before His arrest. He prayed for the Father to 
sanctify the disciples, to set them apart for His 
service. How was this to happen? John 17:17 tells 
us: the truth, God’s very Word, would do it. The 
more we focus on biblical truth, the more it will 
work within us to make us fit for God’s work. 
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The Parent Page 
(PP-3) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it 
at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 
password required.)

In verses 16-17, Paul uttered a sort of prayer, ask-
ing for the Father and the Son to strengthen them. 
After all, the Father and Son had already shown their 
love for the Thessalonian believers. It was altogether 
fitting to expect them to encourage the believers and 
to make them strong. The expectation for the Thes-
salonians to show strength in good words and deeds 
was not unrealistic.

We must always keep clear in our minds the un-
breakable link between truth and salvation (John 
8:32). The reverse is also true: deception brings de-
struction. There is no neutral ground. We may en-
counter situations in which we do not immediate-
ly understand what is truth and what is falsehood. 
Nevertheless, if we love the truth, we will eventu-
ally discern the difference. God Himself will see to 
it, strengthening us for every good deed and word. 
We should foster in our families the same qualities 
Paul sought for the Thessalonians: loving the truth, 
standing firm in the knowledge of God’s favor, re-
ceiving His encouragement and hope, and being 
strong in good deeds and good words.

In other words, the more we emphasize the Bible 
and its truth, the more it will sanctify us. Here (2 
Thessalonians 2:13), we see that the Holy Spirit 
plays a significant role in this sanctification. This 
calling to sanctification, through truth and the 
work of the Holy Spirit, is what Paul described in 
this passage. It is an extension of what Jesus had 
in mind in His prayer in Gethsemane.

PP-3

APPLY IT  SG LG

Stand firm in faith by learning and applying God’s 
revealed truth.

• How does knowing and applying God’s revealed 
truth help us stand firm in our faith? (We are 

http://www.D6home.com
http://www.D6home.com
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put to work the 
principles learned in 
this lesson.

able to avoid the lies of Satan; we experience 
the goodness and blessings that come with 
obeying God’s Word; etc.)

• What truth about Christ’s coming helps you 
stand firm while awaiting His return?

Live ItSG LG

Option 1: Ask your group members to share bless-
ings and benefits we will enjoy and experience when 
Christ returns and makes all things right. After 
several share, encourage your learners to think this 
week about what things will be like after Christ re-
turns and to thank God for the encouragement we 
gain from His promises.

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 3-3 
(“Truth and Lies”) to help your group members 
think about some of the lies and deceptions our cul-
ture has accepted. List some of those lies and then 
discuss what God says about those areas. Encour-
age your learners to focus this week on one area and 
what God says is true about that area. Encourage 
them to watch for opportunities to share what God 
says about that area and why it is best to follow God’s 
truth.

Option 3: Ask your group members to share truths 
that encourage them to stand strong in their faith. 
Encourage them to memorize a Scripture about one 
of these truths this week.

FTE 3-3

Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week. 
Parents can discuss 
the devotions with 
their kids and go to 
d6home.com for free 
resources to help 
them disciple their 
children at home.
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Working for a Living
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FAMILY THEME
Standing Firm in Integrity

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners understand God wants 
His people to be hard workers, do-
ing what is good and right at all 
times and lovingly holding each 
other accountable for ongoing dis-
obedience.

STUDY TEXT
2 Thessalonians 3:1-18

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 4-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 4-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 4-3
(handout)

q	 PP-4
(Parent Page)

Key Truths
• Believers Pray for One Another.
• Believers Work to Support Themselves.
• Believers Hold Each Other Accountable for Ongoing Disobedience.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to review Hebrews 11:6 and James 1:22 this week 
and to work with family members to do so as well. (Learners will find 
this Bible Basics note on the FTE 4-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
Like the previous lesson, this lesson is set around AD 51 as Paul wrote 
to the new believers in Thessalonica about some questions they had 
and situations they faced. He followed Christ’s command to make dis-
ciples, teaching them all that Christ had commanded.
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Use one of the Get 
Started options to 
capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 4-1 teach-
ing outline can be 
used as a guide for 
teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 
users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/
fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6345.)

Option 1: Begin by asking your group members 
what comes to mind when they hear someone men-
tion the welfare system. Ask the following questions:

• What is positive about the welfare system? (Pro-
vides help for people truly in need.)

• What is negative about the welfare system? (It is 
abused by people who could be working.)

After discussion, say: As with many other topics, 
there are both positive and negative aspects to the wel-
fare system. The Bible balances caring for those truly 
in need and avoiding abuse of that care. Today we will 
see what God’s Word has to say about working and 
how to respond to those who are capable of working, 
but choose not to.

Option 2: Ask your group members if they have 
heard the old saying, “Idle hands are the Devil’s 
tools.” Ask them what they think is meant by that 
saying. After discussion, say: The Bible talks about 
being busy and productive, and about being lazy and 
unproductive. Today we will see what God’s Word has 
to say about working and how to respond to those who 
are capable of working, but choose not to.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 4-1

Study the WordLG

Believers Pray for 
One Another
(2 Thessalonians 3:1-5)

As Paul prepared to close his second letter to the 
Thessalonians, he asked them to pray for him. It is 
true God is interested even in the little things of our 

http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
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TEACHING TIP:
Ask questions that 
avoid yes/no or 
one-word responses, 
and that encourage 
people to open up or 
explain what they are 
thinking. Example: 
Instead of “Do you 
think you have shown 
enough brotherly 
love?” try something 
like, “How might we 
show brotherly love 
in ways we have not 
done before?”

Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 4-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

lives. In this case, however, Paul desired prayer for a 
very important task. He continued to drive forward 
with the gospel and wanted the message of Christ to 
find acceptance among others, just as it had among 
the Thessalonians (verse 1). It would not happen 
without prayer. His needs involved protection from 
the enemies of the gospel, the wicked and evil men 
(verse 2). Paul reminded the Thessalonians that the 
world was full of people who had no faith in God.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that we need to pray for one another 
because we are engaged in a spiritual warfare. 
Encourage parents and grandparents to impress 
this truth upon their children and grandchil-
dren.

Verse 3 continued the theme of faith and faith-
fulness. Paul contrasted the lack of faith among the 
gospel’s enemies with the faithfulness of the Lord 
Himself. God’s faithfulness gave Paul confidence 
that the work of the gospel among the Thessalonians 
would continue (verse 4). He prayed that God’s work 
among them would lead them to God’s love and 
Christ’s perseverance (verse 5).

DIG DEEPER:
When Paul indicated in verse 3 that God would 
strengthen and protect believers, he looked both 
inward and outward. Inwardly, God strength-
ens His people. He strengthens our faith. We 
should pray for this, understanding He wants to 
strengthen us. It is in His interest to strengthen 
us. Think of how much He has invested in hu-
manity over the years of human history. We may 
also pray for protection from outside threats, 
knowing God will not abandon us to evil or to 
the evil one. God did not do all He has done 

FTE 4-2
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The instructions Paul was about to give the Thes-
salonians would be difficult, involving an element of 
personal confrontation. They would only be able to 
follow those instructions effectively if they had great 
love and perseverance. Any hope we may have of 
living with integrity will require prayer and encour-
agement from other believers. They will in turn need 
ours. Church leaders need the prayers of those whom 
they lead, and the people of the congregation need 
the prayers of their leaders.

We can take Paul’s instructions to heart and look 
to the Lord’s faithfulness to strengthen us. We can 
be confident that He will direct our hearts into His 
love and perseverance. He will strengthen us and 
protect us. We matter to Him!

(in Israel’s history, in Christ’s work, in Chris-
tian history since then) just to let us fall to an 
over-powering enemy.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Take time daily to pray for others’ needs.

• Why is fellowship with other believers nec-
essary for effective prayer? (We can’t pray for 
each other if we don’t know each other’s needs; 
we must get to know each other before we are 
comfortable enough to share deeper needs.)

• When has God answered one of your prayers for 
someone else? How did that feel?

Believers Work to Support 
Themselves
(2 Thessalonians 3:6-12)

Christian unity was important for Paul, and he often 
encouraged it. In verse 6, however, he told the church 
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to separate from a certain group—those who were 
idle. Living an idle life did not fit with the teaching 
Paul had given the church. Let us put it bluntly: idle-
ness is a sin. It produces all kinds of harm. To be 
idle is not in keeping with the character of God in 
whose image we are made. God remains forever the 
ultimate creator.

The idle bring harm to  themselves by engaging 
in behavior at odds with God’s purposes for them. 
They bring harm to the truly needy by soaking up 
resources that should help others. They bring harm 
to other believers who grow tired and cynical because 
of the abuse of their generosity. And they bring harm 
to unbelievers who are repulsed from Christian faith 
by what they see in the lives of the idle.

Paul reminded them of his own example (verses 
7-8). While living among them, he and his compan-
ions did not live off the labor of the Thessalonians, 
even though they had the right to do so (1 Corinthi-
ans 9:3-14; 1 Timothy 5:17-18). They paid their own 
way. He insisted on not being a burden to them, even 
when it required him to work long hours, day and 
night. Verse 9 shows us this conduct resulted from 
his conscious decision to live such an example before 
them. He had instructed them that those who would 
not work were not to eat (verse 10).

Why did Paul believe the Thessalonians needed 
this example from the very beginning? Perhaps he 
suspected idleness would be a problem. We cannot 
say for sure. It is clear, however, that the Roman 
Empire had a developing problem of idleness on its 
hands. An increasing portion of its population lived 
off the generosity of the state. Roman rulers sought 
their support with promises of free food. Believers 
should never align with idle busybodies. We are to 
be generous with the blessings God has given us, 
however.

Even after such instruction among the Thessalo-
nians, Paul heard that some of them were idle (verse 
11)! They were not busy earning a living, but rather 
were busybodies. They could not be bothered to take 
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care of their own affairs, but they apparently tried to 
run the affairs of their brothers and sisters in Christ. 
The honor of the gospel was at stake. In verse 12 Paul 
commanded such people to settle down and pay their 
own way as well.

It is important to engage in hard work, whether 
we work in “white collar” or “blue collar” jobs. It is 
important to instill within our children a respect for 
those who work hard. They should learn the value of 
earning a living.

DIG DEEPER:
Three classes of workers existed during the 

time of the Roman Empire: free, serfs, and slaves. 
Slaves literally belonged to their masters. Serfs 
were not much better off. They “belonged” to a 
particular area or land. They were free to man-
age their own work, but not to move around or 
move away, at will. Free men could choose their 
own work and were of course responsible for 
their own needs and expenses. Many free peo-
ple considered it beneath their dignity to have 
to work with their hands. They avoided manual 
labor. They considered it a “common” activity. 
Roman policies created an underclass that had 
to be fed and entertained to keep from rioting. 
People who came to Christ from such a life did 
not automatically lose the mentality they had de-
veloped. It obviously took some time. As we can 
see in 2 Thessalonians 3, it even took apostolic 
intervention before those attitudes adjusted. We 
find it hard to maintain balance in this area. On 
one side, we are to be generous with others. At 
the same time, we are not to take advantage of 
that generosity. We will meet people who suf-
fer through no fault of their own, and we must 
show them the love of Christ by helping them. 
We also have a duty to do all we can to avoid put-
ting ourselves in a situation where we will rely 
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Work hard to provide for yourself and to have re-
sources to help the truly needy.

• Why is it better for us, and for others, if we work 
hard to earn a living? (It honors our active, 
working God; it is a positive example; it gives 
the individual and the church credibility and 
a good witness; it allows us to have resources 
available to help those who have legitimate 
need; it gives us a sense of purpose and accom-
plishment.)

• What do we learn from this passage about peo-
ple who are able to work, but are not willing to? 
(They are not living according to God’s will; 
we should not support them or give them food 
or resources.)

Believers Hold Each Other 
Accountable for Ongoing 
Disobedience
(2 Thessalonians 3:13-18)

Paul urged the Thessalonian believers not to tire of 
doing the right thing, including helping those with 

on the productivity of others. We want to work 
hard, as God grants us the ability, to extend gen-
erosity and to avoid having to accept generosity. 
Living off the charity of others is only one way to 
display idleness or laziness. A person can display 
idleness or laziness at work, in studies or school 
work, in parenting, in disciplines of good health 
(exercise and eating habits), and in civic life and 
duty (jury duty, working to become an informed 
voter, etc.). We come across it in nearly every 
area of life.

APPLY IT  SG LG
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legitimate needs (verse 13). He recognized, howev-
er, that some would rather ignore his instructions 
and maintain their idle lifestyle, and he had strong 
instructions concerning such people: identify them 
and withdraw from them. Warn them as wayward 
brothers or sisters. This should cause them to be 
ashamed of their idleness (verses 14-15). This goes 
against the grain in most groups today. We do not 
wish to warn, as it might upset someone. The separa-
tion Paul recommended could easily generate strife 
or hard feelings. Paul understood this and asked the 
Lord of peace to give peace to the church (verse 16).

DIG DEEPER;
When we think of church discipline, what are 

the actions or infractions that come to mind? 
What kinds of behavior do we tend to imagine? 
In various letters, Paul called for discipline for 
various issues including sexual immorality, di-
vision, and idleness. We in the West rarely see 
church discipline, such as Paul described, at 
work. Is it that we have no immoral, divisive, 
or idle busybodies who need discipline among 
us? Surely, it is more likely because some have 
become weary of doing what is right (verse 13). 
For a look at church discipline, take time to ex-
amine Matthew 18:15-17; 1 Corinthians 5:1-13; 
2 Corinthians 2:5-11; Galatians 6:1, and Titus 
3:10-11 before the study. Do not let a discussion 
of those passages monopolize the time, however. 
They are intended to be background informa-
tion. Breaking off fellowship or association with 
believers engaged in such destructive behavior 
does not always “work.” The issue is not wheth-
er it works or not. The issue, rather, is whether 
our congregation obeys or not, when it comes 
to dealing with ongoing public disobedience to 
the truth. The child of God wants to be in fel-
lowship with other believers. To be barred from 
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The Parent Page 
(PP-4) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it 
at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 
password required.)

In verse 17, Paul drew the readers’ attention to 
something he wrote by his own hand. He apparently 
dictated his letters to an assistant. This was common 
in that day. Yet he wanted the Thessalonians to see his 
own greeting. Some theorize that his own handwrit-
ing was distinctive. God’s grace had accomplished 
marvelous things in Paul’s life. It was only natural 
that he would desire that same grace to be active in 
the lives of the believers in Thessalonica (verse 18).

fellowship with other believers hurts. The pain 
serves to wake up the disobedient. It alerts them 
to how serious such behavior is. It always hopes 
to lead them to set things right. It hopes for rec-
onciliation.

PP-4

APPLY IT  SG LG

Humbly and lovingly warn believers who continue 
in disobedience, and withdraw fellowship if neces-
sary.

• What might it look like to warn and withdraw 
fellowship from a believer who continues in dis-
obedience?

• What is the purpose or goal of church discipline 
and holding others accountable? (The goal is 
restoration: that they will turn from their dis-
obedience and do what is right.)

Live It SG LG

Option 1: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 4-3 
(“Daily Prayer Guide”) to help your group members 
think about things we can pray about for others. 

Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

http://www.D6home.com
http://www.D6home.com
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Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.

Allow them time to complete the handout, and then 
discuss their responses. Encourage them to pick a 
few of these ideas to pray about each day.

Option 2: Discuss the following scenario: A Chris-
tian friend or member of your class or group at 
church is openly disobeying God’s Word in some 
area. How should you and your group or church re-
spond to that person? How can you respond humbly 
and lovingly, yet still confront their disobedience? 
What would it look like to withdraw fellowship from 
that person? What would you say to that person? En-
courage your group members to be ready to respond 
biblically to someone like this if necessary.

Option 3: Discuss ways to help those who have le-
gitimate needs without enabling those who are sim-
ply unwilling to work.

FTE 4-3
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Not Just on Sunday
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FAMILY THEME
Everyday Discipleship

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners will dedicate each day to 
learn and follow God’s Word and 
help others (especially their chil-
dren) to do so as well.

STUDY TEXT
Deuteronomy 6:1-9; Luke 9:23

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 5-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 5-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 5-3
(poster)

q	 FTE 5-4
(handout)

q	 PP-5
(Parent Page)

Key Truths
•  Discipleship Includes Learning God’s Word, Practicing It, and Teach-

ing It to Others.
•  Discipleship Is for Every Day, Not Just Sunday.
•  Parents Have the Privilege and Responsibility of Discipling Their 

Children.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to go over the following question and answer each 
day this week and to work with family members to do so as well. Is 
there any other God? Answer: No. There is only one God (Deuteron-
omy 6:4), and He exists as a unity of three persons called the Trinity. 
These three are the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Mark 1:9-11). (Learn-
ers can find this Bible Basics note on the FTE 5-2 student outline you 
give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This scriptural concept of family discipleship is introduced in Deuter-
onomy at the end of Moses’ life and before Joshua led Israel into the 
Promised Land (1406 BC). It is continued throughout both the Old Tes-
tament and the New Testament.
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Use one of the Get 
Started options to 
capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 5-1 teach-
ing outline can be 
used as a guide for 
teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 
users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/
fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6345.)

Option 1: Begin by asking your learners to list var-
ious activities that become part of people’s daily 
routines. Examples might include bathing, eating 
meals, brushing our teeth, making coffee, watching 
or reading the news, etc. After several activities are 
listed, say: We all have activities and habits that be-
come part of our daily routines. Today we will see how 
we are to walk with God and learn and teach His ways 
every day, not just on Sunday.

Option 2: Ask your learners to list some attitudes, 
actions, and characteristics that people consider to 
be keys to success. After several are listed, discuss why 
these things help people be successful. After discus-
sion, say: In Deuteronomy 6, God commanded Moses 
to teach the people God’s commands and principles. 
If these commands and principles were followed, the 
people would have success in the land God promised 
to give them. Today we will see some keys to success 
God has given parents for discipling their children

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 5-1

Study the WordLG

Deuteronomy, like Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, and 
Numbers, was written by Moses. As Moses (at the 
end of his life) wrote Deuteronomy under the in-
spiration of the Holy Spirit, he reiterated some im-
portant truths he wanted God’s people to remember. 
He not only repeated the Ten Commandments, but 
also gave instruction on how to live for God and pass 
down the faith to the next generation.

http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 5-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

Discipleship Includes Learn-
ing God’s Word, Practicing It, 
and Teaching It to Others
(Deuteronomy 6:1-3)

Discipleship is a word not used commonly outside 
the religious setting. It is not just Bible study or 
practicing spiritual disciplines like prayer. A disciple 
is a follower or a learner. We know that Jesus had 
twelve disciples, plus many others who followed Him 
during His earthly ministry (Mark 10:1). Today, we 
who follow Jesus are also disciples. We learn from 
His Word and help spread His teaching.

Deuteronomy 6:1-3 helps us understand that dis-
cipleship is learning, doing, and teaching. In verse 
1 we see a person who has learned from God and is 
now teaching someone else. This is not just referring 
to general facts about life and the world, or even the 
specifics of a trade or directions to a place. This pas-
sage is referring to learning, practicing, and teaching 
the ways of God, including His commands, decrees 
or statutes, and laws or judgments (verse 1). He has 
revealed Himself to us through nature (general rev-
elation) and Scripture (special revelation). Learn-
ing about God, living how He wants us to live, and 
teaching others what we have learned is discipleship. 
It pleases God when we choose to become His disci-
ples, continue living for Him, desire to learn more 
about Him, and teach others His ways.

Discipleship is more than just Bible study; it is a 
way of life that models Christianity to those around 
us. We grow in Christ and help others grow (espe-
cially our children). Biblical discipleship includes in-
viting Christ into our daily lives and learning from 
Him.

TEACHING TIP:
Build an environment 
in which participants 
feel safe to express 
their opinions. Never 
talk down or make 
fun of anyone’s 
opinion or answer. 
If an answer is not 
correct, say some-
thing like, “That’s one 
idea, what are some 
others?” or “That’s 
one idea, let’s see 
what the Bible says 
about that.”

FTE 5-2
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Grow as a disciple of Christ by learning God’s 
Word, putting it into practice, and teaching it to 
others.

• Why do you think Moses put so much empha-
sis on putting God’s Word and commands into 
practice?

• Why is it important for us to put God’s Word 
into practice before we teach it to others? (Our 
good example reinforces what we teach; others, 
including our children, are not likely to follow 
what we teach if we don’t practice it; we have 
success when we obey.)

DIG DEEPER:
Dr. Ron Hunter, Jr., in The DNA of D6 writes, 
“This passage shares God’s command, not sug-
gestion. God intended it to describe an educa-
tional process for families to disciple each gen-
eration. Deuteronomy 6 instructed the entire 
nation about how their faith and values could 
reach their great-grandchildren. These few vers-
es shaped the lineage of Israel and still have the 
ability to shape our culture today. At heart, this 
command tells us that we are to love God, love 
His Word, and teach our kids to do the same. 
The best lessons come from natural interactions 
during everyday life, much the way Jesus used 
parables to teach His disciples. D6 or Deuterono-
my 6 asks parents to look for teachable moments 
throughout the day to help their kids adopt and 
own what they model as adults.” Dr. Ron Hunter, 
Jr., The DNA of D6, Randall House Publications, 
Nashville, p.22-23.

APPLY IT  SG LG
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Discipleship Is for Every Day, 
Not Just Sunday
(Luke 9:23)

Jesus’ call to be His disciple is simple to understand, 
but difficult for many people to do. In Luke 9:23, the 
Lord said anyone who wants to be His disciple must 
deny self, take up his or her cross daily, and follow 
Him. We can spend our whole lives learning how to 
be a true disciple of Jesus. This section will focus on 
one aspect of this command. Actually, we will nar-
row it down to one word: daily.

It is easy for some people to compartmentalize 
their faith. They talk and act like Christians on Sun-
day at church, but their faith has little or no bear-
ing on the rest of their lives. This is not a healthy 
mindset. It is important to know that following 
Christ is an everyday thing. We are to be as much of 
a Christian Monday through Saturday as we are on 
Sundays. This includes taking advantage of oppor-
tunities to share God’s truth with others (especially 
our children) every day.

This is not saying that Jesus expects us to wear 
Christian slogan t-shirts every day, sing our favorite 
worship songs between classes or on breaks at work, 
and sit around reading our Bibles all day at work 
or school. Sharing and expressing our faith daily is 
important, but the Bible also teaches us to be hard 
workers and diligent learners (2 Thessalonians 3:10-
12).

What is daily discipleship? How can we make 
sure that spiritual growth is part of our daily lives? 
The English word discipleship is very similar to dis-
cipline. Another churchy term is spiritual disciplines. 
This refers to the good habits of Christians that draw 
us closer to God, but also replace the bad and sinful 
habits we are trying to avoid.

Some daily spiritual disciplines (good habits) that 
Christians have successfully used during the past 
2000 years are prayer, Bible reading, Bible study, 
memorizing Scripture, worship, journaling, biblical 
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Display the FTE 5-3 
(“Shaping Hearts”) 
poster to reinforce 
the truth of this 
lesson.

meditation, fellowship with other believers, living a 
simple life, and submitting all areas of our lives to 
God. There are also other spiritual disciplines found 
in Scripture and in classic Christian books that can 
help us draw close to God. Some spiritual disciplines 
will resonate more with you than others do. As you 
purposefully seek ways to daily connect with the 
Lord, you will find what works for you.

DIG DEEPER:
Some classic books on spiritual disciplines are: 
Celebration of Discipline by Richard J. Foster; 
The Spirit of the Disciplines by Dallas Willard, 
and Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life by 
Donald S. Whitney. If you read these books, you 
may see some crossover and may also disagree. 
This is normal with any books you read. Biblical 
reasons to practice spiritual disciplines can be 
found in 1 Timothy 4:7-8 and Titus 2:11-15.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Practice disciplines and habits that help you walk 
with Christ every day.

• How is discipleship more like a daily relation-
ship with Christ than keeping a list of do’s and 
don’ts?

• What daily habits help keep you focused on 
walking with Christ throughout the week?

Parents Have the Privilege 
and Responsibility of 
Discipling Their Children
(Deuteronomy 6:4-9)

This passage is a command from the Creator for par-
ents to teach their children about Him in multiple 

FTE 5-3
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ways, multiple places, and at multiple times. It begins 
with the parents’ relationships with God. Parents are 
to love God with all their being and take God’s Word 
to heart. That includes putting it into practice (verses 
4-6). Then they can teach it to their children.

People have different learning styles. Some love 
to listen to a good teacher talk, while others could 
spend hours with that same teacher’s book. Some 
would prefer a visual presentation, while others will 
learn the concept with a hands on approach. This is 
true with children and adults, especially noting how 
children of different ages learn in different ways.

Deuteronomy 6:7-9 gives a few examples of ways 
to disciple: impressing, talking, keeping God’s Word 
near and in mind, and writing. Parents are to teach 
the Lord’s commandments at home, along the road, 
in the morning and the evening, and whenever else 
the opportunity arises. Teaching children the com-
mandments of God is something we do every day 
and throughout the day and at every teachable mo-
ment. Other people, like friends, teachers, pastors, 
and extended family can be wonderful helpers, but 
ultimately, it is the parent’s job to lead their children 
in the ways of God.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that Moses’ instructions for parents to 
teach their children the words and ways of the 
Lord demonstrate how God established the home 
to make disciples and transfer the faith. Encour-
age parents and grandparents to teach this key 
truth at home.

DIG DEEPER:
Some Jewish men today literally interpret Deu-
teronomy 6:8 (along with Deuteronomy 11:18 and 
Exodus 13:9, 16) by wearing small leather boxes 
on their left arms (close to the heart) and on their 
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Some people think it is the church’s job to train 
their children. However, discipleship of children 
is the parent’s responsibility, not the church’s. The 
local church is here to help and equip parents. It is 
also here to provide other Christian mentors for our 
children. But, according to Scripture, parents are 
responsible to God for training their children. The 
church is not able to do the work a parent can do. 
There are reasons why it is not the church’s job to 
disciple children. Practically speaking, there is not 
enough time. In a given week, a child or teenager 
is typically at church one or two hours. Out of the 
168 hours each week, the one or two hours that the 
church can disciple them is not enough time to ef-
fectively reach their hearts. The church definitely 

heads (close to the mind). The boxes contain 
written portions of Scripture. These boxes are 
called phylacteries. Another way that some Jew-
ish people interpret this passage literally is by at-
taching plaques or containers filled with certain 
Scriptures to the doorposts of their homes. These 
are called mezuzahs. Also, the Jewish prayer 
shawl hangs over the shoulders, bringing God’s 
Word to a person’s heart. This is also a prophetic 
picture of the coming of Christ, who would in-
scribe the Word on our hearts when we believe 
in Him. Both of these physical demonstrations 
of obedience to the command in Deuteronomy 
6 honor the Shema found in Deuteronomy 6:4-5. 
The Shema (which means “Hear” or “Listen” in 
Hebrew) is a sacred statement in Judaism. This 
passage, abbreviations of it, and symbols of it are 
a centerpiece of many Jewish prayers, services, 
ceremonies, and holy days. Of course, it is spe-
cial for Christians because we not only believe 
the Old Testament is Holy Scripture, but also, 
Jesus reiterated the Shema when He gave us the 
greatest commandment in Matthew 22:37.
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The Parent Page 
(PP-5) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it 
at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 
password required.)

has an important place in our lives, but the biblical 
command to disciple, teach, train, mentor, and mod-
el the faith to our children is given to parents. No 
one has more influence on a child’s life than his or 
her parents.

PP-5

APPLY IT  SG LG

Parents and grandparents should watch for teach-
able moments to disciple their children.

• Why do parents have the primary responsibil-
ity for discipling their children? (This is God’s 
plan; they have the most time with and influ-
ence on their children; etc.)

• What are some teachable moments parents can 
take advantage of to talk with their children 
about God’s Word and ways? (Driving; evalu-
ating what they see on TV or in movies; eval-
uating songs they are listening to; talking at 
bedtime; walking in the park; etc.)

Live It SG LG

Option 1: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 5-4 (“Op-
portunities Await”) to help group members think 
about how parents and grandparents can use every-
day routines and situations as teachable moments to 
disciple their children or grandchildren. Give them 
time to complete the handout and then discuss it to-
gether. Encourage learners to watch for opportuni-
ties to teach children God’s ways or to evaluate vari-
ous situations according to God’s Word.

Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

FTE 5-4

http://www.D6home.com
http://www.D6home.com
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Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.

Option 2: Ask and discuss the following:

• What are some good habits or disciplines you 
want to build into your daily life to help you 
grow in your walk with God?

• What bad habits would you like to set aside so 
they don’t hinder your walk with God?

Encourage your learners to take action in one of 
these areas this week.

Option 3: Ask your learners to consider some area 
in which they need to put God’s Word into practice. 
What steps could they take this week to more fully 
obey what God says? Encourage them to take action 
this week in that area.
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One Generation 
to Another

LE
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ctober 10
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21

FAMILY THEME
Generational Discipleship

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners will understand that every 
generation is to teach God’s Word 
and ways to the generations that 
follow. Grandparents and church 
families support parents in this vi-
tal responsibility.

STUDY TEXT
Deuteronomy 6:5-9; 2 Timothy 
 1:3-6; Galatians 5:22-23

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 6-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 6-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 6-3
(poster)

q	 FTE 6-4
(handout)

q	 PP-6
(Parent Page)

Key Truths:
• Generational Discipleship Begins in the Home.
•	 Other	Godly	Influences	Can	Help	Parents	Disciple	Their	Children.
•	 	The	 Bible	 Is	 Full	 of	 Truths	 and	 Principles	 to	 Pass	 to	 the	 Next 

Generations.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to review Deuteronomy 6:4-6 this week and to 
work	with	family	members	to	do	so	as	well.	(Learners	will	find	this	Bi-
ble Basics note on the FTE 6-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson proclaims a biblical principle found throughout Scripture. 
In	the	latter	days	of	their	lives,	both	Moses	and	Paul	emphasized	the	
need for each generation to teach God’s Word and ways to the gener-
ations that follow.
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Choose	one	of	the	
Get Started options 
to capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 6-1 teach-
ing outline can be 
used as a guide for 
teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents.	Print	
users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/
fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6345.)

Option 1: Begin by asking your group members to 
tell about someone who has been a mentor to them. 
This could be a mentor in their job or career, a spir-
itual mentor, or someone who has taught or helped 
them in life in general. Ask learners to tell a little 
about this person and how that person helped them. 
After discussion, say: Most of us have someone who 
has served as a mentor to us in some area. Today we 
will see how parents, and other believers, are to serve 
as mentors to the next generations, teaching them to 
love God and His Word, and how to put His Word 
into practice.

Option 2: Ask your group to list some life skills 
children and teens need to learn from parents and 
mentors. Examples might include healthy habits; 
communication; money management; etc.

After some discussion, say: Learning general life 
skills is very important. Today, however, we will see 
how parents, and other believers, are to also teach 
children and teens to love God and His Word, and to 
put His Word into practice.

Get StartedSG LG

Study the WordLG

FTE 6-1

From birth, parents are a child’s first teacher and 
their home is their first classroom. What parents do 
provides children their first lessons. The discipleship 
process begins with parents’ and other Christ fol-
lowers’ willingness to pour time, wisdom, and spiri-
tual understanding into the lives of our children and 
fellow church members. Many of us were blessed to 
have someone willing to invest in our lives for the 

TEACHING TIP:
Change	the	pitch,	vol-
ume, and pace of your 
speech to enhance 
communication. Raise 
them for emphasis 
and lower them for 
dramatic affect.

http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 6-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

sake of the gospel. That same process can continue 
to the next generation.

Generational Discipleship 
Begins in the Home
(Deuteronomy 6:5-9)

This familiar passage on spiritual family life can 
feel overwhelming at first glance. When we break 
it down sentence-by-sentence, however, we can see 
that generational discipleship is incorporating God 
into the things we already do in everyday life. It is al-
lowing God to shape our everyday family experience 
to include His ways and His truths. Discipling our 
children doesn’t require a seminary degree, a life-
time of biblical knowledge, or even the right answer 
all the time. Instead, it has everything to do with a 
willing heart and intentional actions.

There are three distinct steps to family disciple-
ship that we see in Deuteronomy 6:5-9. The first is 
Loving God. Moses instructed us to love God with all 
of our heart, all of our soul, and all of our strength. 
So often we try to lead our families without first con-
necting our heart, and our child’s heart, to God’s 
heart. We need to teach our children to obey God 
out of love for Him, not just obligation.

The second principle of family discipleship is that 
we Talk about the Truths of God with our children. 
Moses said we are to talk about the truth of God as 
we go about our normal, everyday activities. Mo-
ses did not mean that every conversation should be 
all about God. He was talking about the concept of 
“teachable moments.” These are moments that hap-
pen in the course of everyday life when we are sitting 
at the breakfast table, driving to school, or watch-
ing television at home. It is intentionally imparting 
truth along the natural path and events of life. We as 
parents must always be watching for and anticipat-
ing these moments to share the truths of God with 
our children.

FTE 6-2
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Display the FTE 6-3 
(“Links	in	the	Chain”)	
poster.

The third principle is to Model the Ways of God to 
our children. In verses 8-9, Moses told the people to 
take the truths of God and tie them as symbols on 
their hands, bind them on their foreheads, and write 
them on the door frames of their houses. Take note 
of the figure of speech Moses used here: Tie them, 
bind them, write them. These are all verbs, actions 
that are performed. A component of discipling our 
children is wrapped up in our actions. Your children 
learn how to be like Christ by watching you. Simply 
seeing consistent biblical disciplines in an adult or 
hearing an adult’s godly thought-processes can give 
a child or teen the tools needed to understand and 
incorporate God’s precepts throughout life.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that Deuteronomy 6:5-9 makes it clear 
that God established the home to make disciples 
and transfer the faith. Encourage parents and 
grandparents to teach this key truth at home.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Parents should be intentional about teaching chil-
dren how to love and follow God.

• How can we include discipleship in our family’s 
daily activities?

• Why is it so important for parents to model a 
close, obedient relationship with God?

Other Godly Influences 
Can Help Parents Disciple 
Their Children
(2 Timothy 1:3-7)

There are some things parents are good at; maybe a 
few they have even mastered. But most of life we are 

FTE 6-3
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still figuring out and learning ourselves. This is part 
of the beauty of the body of Christ —the church. We 
do not always know what to teach or how to teach it. 
But chances are there is someone else in the church 
who does have knowledge or experience in that area.

Fuller Theological Seminary conducted a multi-
year study of hundreds of teenagers (The College 
Transition Project, reported in the book, Sticky 
Faith: Everyday Ideas to Build Lasting Faith in Your 
Kids) to find out what causes some to have a faith 
that lasts after high school and what causes others 
to flounder. One of the key truths they found among 
students that had a firm faith was that these stu-
dents had a web of spiritual influence in their lives. It 
wasn’t enough for just mom and dad to speak truth 
to them. There were coaches, teachers, grandparents, 
pastors, and small group leaders that all influenced 
the teenagers. (As the leader, share a personal story 
of someone within the body of Christ who helped 
you during a specific season.)

We see this “web of spiritual influence” in Tim-
othy’s life as he grew into spiritual maturity. In 2 
Timothy 1:3-7, we see that Paul had poured his life 
into Timothy, both relationally and spiritually. He 
also reminded Timothy of the influence both his 
mother and grandmother had on him. Timothy’s 
mother Eunice wisely brought other influences into 
her son’s spiritual guidance. She made sure Timothy 
spent time with his grandmother Lois and apparent-
ly encouraged the mentoring relationship Timothy 
had with Paul.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that God established the church to 
make disciples and transfer the faith. One way 
the church can do that is to help parents disciple 
their children.
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Parents can include other godly influences in the 
spiritual development of their children.

• How can fellow church members help parents 
disciple their children?

• How can extended family help parents disciple 
their children?

The Bible Is Full of Truths and 
Principles to Pass to the Next 
Generations
(Galatians 5:22-23)

On the surface, disciplining children is one of the 
most intimidating things a parent can face. Many of 
us were not raised in homes where our parents in-
tentionally discipled us. They may have taken us to 
church, maybe even prayed at the dinner table, but 
most likely few of us had parents who daily walked 
in a spiritual journey with us. Even if we like the idea 
of teaching our child or grandchild, since most of 

DIG DEEPER:
The reasons for solo parenting are varied. It 
could be that the parent has never married, is di-
vorced, has a spouse serving in the military, or is 
widowed. Others may be new to the area and feel 
like they are going at life all alone. Regardless 
of their circumstance or situation, the body of 
Christ can be there to help. A church family can 
encourage, strengthen, help, and pray for solo 
parents. If a child needs a mentor, the church 
can help find one. And if the solo parent needs 
someone to bounce ideas off of, have coffee with, 
or just stop by to check in on his or her family, 
the church family can be there to help.

APPLY IT  SG LG
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us never experienced this kind of relationship our-
selves, we feel at a loss to even know where to start. 
The good news is even if we have never taken a single 
intentional step to disciple our children, we can start 
now. Today can be Day One of our journey delving 
into God’s Word with our children! God’s Word 
gives important truths and principles to talk about 
with them. Here are a few to get us started.

Teach and practice the fruit of the Spirit (Gala-
tians 5:22-23). When in doubt about what character 
traits God wants us to model and lead our children 
and teens to build into their lives, start with the ba-
sics—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control. As we 
teach these characteristics to our children, keep in 
mind they are a reflection of the life of Jesus. The 
Holy Spirit produces these in us as we live under His 
control.

Live out the good news of repentance and forgive-
ness (Isaiah 1:18). When we feel convicted about a 
particular sin or error during our day, confess it 
to God as well as to our family. Our children can 
only learn to be humble if we also are willing to be 
humble. The only way children know an appropriate 
response to sin is by seeing someone else who is will-
ing to act openly and with humility. We can model a 
right relationship with God by modeling a right rela-
tionship with our children as we ask for forgiveness 
when we have wronged them.

Model a willingness to seek godly counsel before 
making major decisions (Proverbs 15:22). Whenever 
we are facing a life change, job change, financial de-
cision, or other significant milestone, we can let our 
children or teens see us go to the Bible first and then 
to other godly believers for wisdom. Who do we go 
to for godly counsel in times of stress? What verses 
do we meditate on when we are trying to avoid anx-
iety? Who do we ask to pray for us when we don’t 
know which option to choose? As our children or 
teens see us modeling a willingness to seek help in 
the midst of uncertainty, they will see that living 
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God’s way is not a mystical, isolating, or fearful ex-
perience—but rather a lifestyle of biblical wisdom 
we can share with others who walk alongside us as 
we seek to follow Christ.

Be willing to speak the truth in love (Ephesians 
4:15). While much of the mentoring process is mod-
eling God’s ways, there are times when we need to 
express words clearly and in a way that our child or 
teen can receive—even if it is difficult. According to 
Ephesians 4:15, speaking the truth in love enables us 
to grow in maturity in every way. This requires great 
discernment on our part to know whether our words 
are in love, or if they are merely meant to shame or 
control our child. Here are some tips for approach-
ing awkward or potentially volatile conversations:

1. Go to a neutral location. Confronting bad be-
havior or a concern over poor choices tends to lead 
to argument, defensiveness, or yelling/screaming/
whining. Consider going on a walk around the block 
with your younger child or taking your teen to a 
public place like a park or coffee shop so that nei-
ther of you is as likely to lose your temper during the 
conversation.

2. Avoid accusatory generalizations like, “You al-
ways...” or “You never...” Deal with the particular is-
sue at hand in a loving but straightforward manner.

3. Speak in a loving tone of voice and with loving 
body language.

Other Tips for parents:
Resist saying, “You need to have more patience,” 

or asking, “How can you act better?” Instead say, “I 
know you’re frustrated with your brother, but how 
do you think God can help you be more patient to-
ward him,” or “I understand you would like to do 
that right now, but we are just not able to. Why don’t 
we pray and ask God to give us joy even when we 
don’t get everything we want?”
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The	Parent	Page	
(PP-6)	is	a	resource	
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it 
at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com.	(No	
password required.)

Be learning and practicing God’s Word so you can 
help children learn and practice it as well.

• What are some key truths and principles from 
God’s Word that children should know?

• What does it look like to use teachable moments 
to talk with children about things we encounter 
in everyday life?

DIG DEEPER:
See the following for help in mentoring and dis-
cipling our children and teens:

www.360family.org
How You Always Meant to Parent by Brian 
Housman
How to Really Love your Teen by Ross Camp-
bell
Beautiful Chaos by Lenita Fix

Find other D6 resources at d6family.com.

APPLY IT  SG LG

PP-6

Live It SG LG

Option 1: Discuss how your group can partner with 
a parent or couple who could use some help right 
now in discipling their child or teen. Discuss the fol-
lowing:

• How could we support and encourage single 
parents or couples in discipling their children?

• What steps will we take this week to help them?

Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

http://www.D6home.com
http://www.D6home.com
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Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 6-4 (“My 
D6 Discipleship Plan”) to help the parents and other 
influencers in your group think through how they 
can intentionally disciple the children and teens 
in their spheres of influence. Let them work on the 
handout, and then discuss it with them. Encourage 
them to put their plan into action starting this week.

Option 3: Ask and discuss the following:

• What truth or principle from God’s Word will 
you talk to your child or teen about this week? 
(One of the Ten Commandments; a fruit of the 
Spirit; etc.)

• What daily activity will you use as a teachable 
moment to talk with your child or teen about 
God’s Word? (Riding in the car; watching tele-
vision; etc.)

FTE 6-4
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Decisions, Decisions
LE
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 7
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ctober 17, 20
21

FAMILY THEME
Consequences of Disobedience

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners understand obedience is 
always the best choice and commit 
to obey the Lord in every area of 
life, no matter the circumstances.

STUDY TEXT
1 Samuel 13:1-23

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 7-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 7-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 7-3
(handout)

q	 PP-7
(Parent Page)

Key Truths
• Both Obedience and Disobedience Result in Consequences.
•  Our Decisions Should Be Driven by God’s Word, Not by Our Circum-

stances.
•	 Bad	Decisions	Lead	to	Difficult	Circumstances.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to memorize 1 John 1:9 this week and to work with 
family	members	to	do	so	as	well.	(Learners	will	find	this	Bible	Basics	
note on the FTE 7-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set around 1030 BC during Saul’s reign as king of Isra-
el. Saul’s disobedience resulted in God giving the kingdom to another 
man (David) to lead His people.
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Choose one of the 
Get Started options 
to capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 7-1 teach-
ing outline can be 
used as a guide for 
teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 
users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/
fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6345.)

Option 1: Begin by sharing a few bad decisions 
adapted from an article at inc.com entitled “16 Worst 
Decisions You’ll Ever Make in Your Life.”

You decide to neglect important relationships.
You decide to settle for mediocrity.
You decide to cut corners when it comes to excel-

lence.
Ask your group members to share other similar 

bad decisions. After discussion, say: Bad decisions 
can get us into trouble. Today we will see how King 
Saul impatiently disobeyed God and the consequences 
that followed.

Option 2: Ask for volunteers to share about when 
they suffered bad consequences from a rash or hur-
ried decision they made. What was the situation? 
Why were they in a hurry? What consequences did 
they suffer? After discussion, say: Hurried decisions 
can get us into trouble. Today we will see how King 
Saul impatiently disobeyed God and the consequences 
that followed.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 7-1

Study the WordLG

Israel lacked the technology of its enemies the Phi-
listines: iron weapons and chariots. This resulted in 
Philistine dominance and contributed to the Israel-
ites’ demand for a king in 1 Samuel 8. They attributed 
their position of weakness to a lack of proper leader-
ship, ignoring the need for all those in the nation to 
follow God’s leadership. They seemed to forget that 
when they followed the Lord, He fought for them. 
Saul, who stood head and shoulders above the oth-
ers, became king. The choice proved tragic in many 

TEACHING TIP:
In order to encourage 
deeper understand-
ing in learners, ask 
the “Why” question. 
This will cause them 
to go beyond what 
they should do, to 
think about why they 
should do it.

http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 7-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

ways, although God redeemed numerous elements 
of it. Today we will see that Israel’s choice brought 
neither prosperity nor security under Saul.

Both Obedience and Disobedi-
ence Result in Consequences
(1 Samuel 13:1-7, 13-14)

Philistines occupied much of the land. Saul and his 
son Jonathan posted garrisons of 3,000 men in all 
(verse 2). Apparently, other men were available, but 
Saul sent them home. He may have lacked the re-
sources to feed, shelter, and arm them. It is possible 
he was unprepared for Jonathan’s attack on a nearby 
Philistine outpost (verses 3-4). Anticipating the Phi-
listine response, he hastened to call back the soldiers 
he had earlier dismissed.

It appears that Saul’s leadership skills were less 
impressive than his physique: dismiss needed sol-
diers, get caught off guard by the actions of your 
second in command, and then hastily backtrack 
the earlier decision to send people home. Israel had 
wanted a king; the nation was learning that royalty 
did not guarantee national success.

FTE 7-2

DIG DEEPER:
Michmash and Geba were strategic positions. 
They overlooked a major route between the Is-
raelite tribal areas. From there, the Philistines 
could strengthen their control of the area. When 
Israel controlled them, the Philistines would find 
it difficult to enforce their policies against own-
ing or trading in iron weapons.

As expected, the Philistines mustered a large 
force to punish Israel. Seeing the enemy deployment, 
many of Saul’s soldiers drifted away. They sought 
protection in caves and even on the other side of the 
Jordan River (verses 5-7). Considering the Philistine 
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armaments and numbers, it does not surprise us that 
the remaining troops were trembling with fear.

Saul acted unwisely, and we can already consider 
the result of his foolishness and later disobedience 
(verses 13-14): God rejected Saul. He would not be-
come the head of a long royal line. In fact, God had 
already chosen a replacement to lead the people.

Israel’s choices, and Saul’s, were like so many 
stones thrown into a calm pond. Ripples of results 
radiated across history. Both obedience and dis-
obedience produce consequences far beyond the 
moment in which our choices are made. Israel had 
developed a habit of alternating between obedience 
and disobedience to God. Saul made a habit of acting 
unwisely and even presumptuously before God. The 
tragic results that followed were but the natural con-
sequences of their actions.

DIG DEEPER:
First Samuel 8 records why the elders of Israel 
approached Samuel about naming a king—Sam-
uel’s two sons were corrupt. They took bribes and 
“perverted justice.” In some ways, Samuel seems 
to have followed Eli’s tragic example before him. 
Would the people have asked for a king had 
Samuel’s two sons not been corrupt? We cannot 
know what might have been. Samuel was dis-
mayed at their request, but God comforted him 
by telling him that the people had rejected God, 
not Samuel. Sooner or later, the people proba-
bly would have clamored for a king anyway, and 
Samuel’s sons served as an excuse. Some schol-
ars believe that God had always intended Isra-
el to have a king. Moses spoke about the duties 
of Israel’s future kings, back in Deuteronomy 
17:14-20, and Deuteronomy 28:36. King David 
also serves as a picture of Christ and is related to 
numerous prophecies about the reign of Christ. 
In this view, the people were premature in their 
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Obey God consistently to avoid the consequences 
of sin.

• What are some negative consequences people 
face because of sinful choices? (A person losing 
his or her family due to infidelity; someone 
losing his or her health due to poor eating hab-
its ; a person losing his or her job due to drug 
use; etc.)

• What are some positive consequences that might 
come with consistently obeying God? (Peace; a 
clear conscience; God’s guidance and blessing; 
etc.)

Our Decisions Should Be 
Driven by God’s Word, 
Not by Our Circumstances
(1 Samuel 13:8-12)

So, what was Saul’s big mistake? Samuel had indi-
cated to Saul that he would join him in a week to 
offer sacrifices to God asking for God’s favor in 
their struggle against the Philistines (1 Samuel 10:8). 
During the wait, Saul grew impatient. His men began 
to wander off. Leading a demoralized army against a 

demand for a king. God gave them Saul, to pre-
pare the way for His real choice as Israel’s first 
king, David. Others, however, are not convinced 
Deuteronomy indicates that God wanted Israel 
to have a king. They take the text as indicating 
that God knew they would rebelliously want 
a king and sought to prepare them for it. This 
would be similar to how, for instance, provisions 
in the law dealing with divorce or slavery do not 
indicate that God is pleased with either.

APPLY IT  SG LG
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well-supplied foe, he knew he needed God’s favor in 
order to prevail. On the seventh day he could wait no 
longer and ordered the material for sacrifice. As the 
ceremony drew to a close, Samuel arrived. Saul, un-
doubtedly relieved, went to meet him (verses 8-10). 
Samuel was not impressed! He demanded an expla-
nation from Saul, who wasted no time extending ex-
cuses for taking things into his own hands (verses 
11-12).

Faceoff: Saul vs. Samuel.
My soldiers were leaving. But are you not the king 

who was charged to foster their resolve against the 
enemy? The Philistines are nearby at Michmash. And 
how is this different from a week ago? Of course the 
Philistines are gathered—that is why we are here! 
You did not show up when you said. Is this not the 
day I indicated? So how is this somehow my fault 
now? I thought the Philistines would attack, so I need-
ed to get God’s favor. You realize of course that God 
tends to favor obedience, right? All of that compelled 
me to make the priestly offering. Compelled? You had 
no choice, then! Are you a priest, a Levite? Who held 
you at sword point to force you to do this thing? You, 
the king, could not have continued to wait obedient-
ly?

Samuel arrived on the designated day, but lat-
er in the day than what Saul had in mind. It was a 
matter of hours at most. Yet, Saul’s hasty decision 
made the difference between God’s protection and 
His rejection. We need to remember the examples of 
those in the Bible (and since then) whose impatience 
launched great disaster.

Impatience was not Saul’s only problem. He was 
of weak faith, thinking disaster was certain. He for-
got God’s promises to Israel. He forgot God’s deliv-
erance of Israel multiple times in the years leading 
up to his own designation as king. He no longer con-
sidered God’s purposes, promises, and performance 
concerning the nation of Israel. He focused entirely 
on the danger he perceived. He fell into fear, instead 
of fighting in faith.
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Base your decisions on God’s Word instead of your 
circumstances.

• What are some poor or sinful decisions people 
make because of their circumstances? (Decision 
to abort a baby because of an unwanted preg-
nancy; leave or divorce a spouse because they 
don’t feel love for them anymore; etc.)

• How can we avoid making rash, hasty decisions? 
(Make some commitments before decision 
time; compare with what the Bible indicates; 
ask for counsel from godly people; examine 
the likely positive and negative consequences; 
etc.)

Bad Decisions Lead to 
Difficult Circumstances
(1 Samuel 13:15-23)

Saul may have felt secure with 3,000 troops, but fol-
lowing his disobedience he found himself with only 
600 (verse 15). In verses 16-18 we see that Saul and 
Jonathan combined their forces in Gibeah, where 
Samuel had gone, while the Philistines were at Mich-
mash. The Philistines had enough troops to cut off 
any expeditions by the Israelites, no matter which 
direction they went.

The Philistines’ occupation of the terrain put Is-
rael at a disadvantage, even if both parties had been 

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that Saul, and all Israel, suffered the 
consequences of disobeying God’s Word. The Bi-
ble is God’s Word. We will do well to obey! En-
courage parents and grandparents to discuss this 
key truth at home.

APPLY IT  SG LG
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equally armed, which they were not. The Philis-
tines were neither the first nor the last to attempt to 
control a population by disarming it. Verses 19-21 
explain that Israel had no iron weapons to counter 
those of the Philistines. They had some iron farm 
implements, but not weapons. The technology gap 
was so great that the Israelites lacked even the re-
sources to sharpen their own tools. They had to pay 
high prices to the Philistines even for that.

So as the time for battle approached, only the king 
and his son had actual weapons with them (verse 22). 
No wonder the army was demoralized and slipping 
away! The Philistines were on the move (verse 23). 
Israel had its king, but did not have its liberty. They 
were in dire need of God’s protection and work on 
their behalf.

DIG DEEPER
Most of Israel’s history up to this point had been 
in what we call the Bronze Age, meaning that 
bronze was one of the more important metals in 
use. By the time of Saul, however, the Iron Age 
had arrived, at least in some parts of the world. 
Israel’s neighbors to the north and south (Hit-
tites and Egyptians) had iron technology. So did 
the Philistines. This technological difference 
played an important role in the events of today’s 
text and subsequent passages dealing with the 
life of David. The Bible indicates that Goliath 
had a spear with an iron point—this was uncom-
mon enough in David’s day to be worth noting.

Today’s text does not end with a resolution, good 
or bad. It sets the stage for further action and de-
velopment. We live much of our lives in a similar 
state: no neat resolution, awaiting further action and 
development. We like to know how stories end, es-
pecially the stories that we are living every day. Yet 
God does not reveal to us all the details we crave. 
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The Parent Page 
(PP-7) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it 
at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 
password required.)

We know He and His people will be victorious in the 
end, but we want to know about now. We contrib-
ute most to the “happy ending” of our history when 
we patiently wait and obey, even while not knowing 
what is going to happen next.

PP-7

DIG DEEPER:
Both the people of Israel and Saul wanted things 
their way, and displayed impatience with God. 
They suffered for their unbelief and disobedi-
ence. Ever since the time of Joshua, Israel had 
gone through similar cycles: obedience and 
prosperity, followed by disobedience, then op-
pression, then repentance, then deliverance. 
None of this should have taken them by surprise. 
God had warned them hundreds of years before, 
when Moses was still with them. Deuteronomy 
28 distills a collection of blessings for obedience 
(verses 1-14) and curses for disobedience (verses 
15-68). It is a most sobering read. It begins with 
encouragement concerning the consequences of 
obedience. It ends with dire warnings about the 
results of disobedience. We are not ancient Is-
rael, but we should think seriously about these 
principles. God still is not mocked. Outside of 
His grace, people still reap what they sow.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Repent of all sin, and practice obedience to God’s 
Word.

• What does it mean to repent of sin? (Turn away 
from sin to follow and obey God.)

• Why does God deserve our obedience? (He cre-
ated us; He is the sovereign Lord of all things; 
He loves us and wants what is best for us; etc.)

http://www.D6home.com
http://www.D6home.com
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

Option 1: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 7-3 (“The 
Ripple Effect”) to help your group members consider 
the consequences of our decisions, and determine to 
consistently obey God and make good choices. They 
can work on the handout individually or in smaller 
groups. Discuss their answers and encourage them 
to be consistent in their obedience to God this week.

Option 2: Use the following questions to help your 
learners evaluate choices they need to make:

• What circumstances are pressuring you to make 
choices that do not line up with God’s Word?

• What does God’s Word say is the right thing to 
do in these circumstances?

• What right choices will you make this week 
based on the truth of God’s Word?

Option 3: Ask your group members to consider an 
area in which they need to more fully obey God. En-
courage them to think about choices they can make 
to help them consistently obey God in that area and 
to start making those choices this week.

Live ItSG LG

FTE 7-3

Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.
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When the Odds 
Are Against You
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FAMILY THEME
Faith Stands Up to Challenges

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners choose to do everything 
God leads them to do, confident 
that God will bring about His will.

STUDY TEXT
1 Samuel 17:1-58

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 8-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 8-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 8-3
(poster)

q	 FTE 8-4
(handout)

q	 PP-8
(Parent Page)

Key Truths
• God’s People Face Challenges to Their Faith.
• God Honors Courageous Faith.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to review Mark 16:15 this week and to work with 
family members to do so as well. (Learners will find this Bible Basics 
note on the FTE 8-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set around 1025 BC during Saul’s reign as king of Israel. 
David had been secretly anointed as king by Samuel and was serving 
in Saul’s court. He now entered the public scene by facing Goliath in 
battle.
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Choose one of the 
Get Started options 
to capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 8-1 teach-
ing outline can be 
used as a guide for 
teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 
users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/
fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6345.)

Option 1: Begin by asking the following:

• How does it make you feel when someone is not 
doing their job and the whole group is affected 
by it?

• When have you seen someone else step in to get 
the job done, even though it was not their re-
sponsibility?

After discussion, say: Today we will see how David 
trusted God and stepped out in faith to take care of 
a problem others should have handled, but were too 
afraid to deal with.

Option 2: Begin by playing the first three minutes 
of the following video: bit.ly/beatallodds. After play-
ing the video, say: Sometimes people succeed even 
when they don’t seem to have a chance. Today we will 
see how David trusted God and stepped out to gain 
victory against all odds.

Study the WordLG

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 8-1

The story of David and Goliath is one of the most 
well-known events of the Bible. Even people with 
no other Bible knowledge are familiar with it. Some 
may have heard it time and time again since they 
were young. Even so, God can speak to us in fresh 
ways as we examine the event once again.

God’s People Face Challenges 
to Their Faith
(1 Samuel 17:1-24)

By this time, Samuel had already anointed David 
as king. Yet David found himself in service to Saul 

TEACHING TIP:
Use visuals (posters; 
objects; charts; etc.) 
as often as possible. 
They help learners 
understand and re-
tain biblical truth and 
apply it to life.

http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
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(1 Samuel 16), with enough time to fulfill his duties 
tending his father’s sheep as well. When David left 
the sheep and went to visit his brothers, he faced two 
very different challenges.

The first was Goliath, who taunted Saul and his 
army for 40 days, twice a day (verse 16). He was an 
idolatrous pagan. His people had come into the west-
ern part of the Promised Land and were a continual 
problem for Israel and Saul. This challenge lay before 
Saul and all his army. They observed but dared not 
act (verses 1-3; 16).

The second challenge was his brothers’ and their 
fellow soldiers’ unbelief. His oldest brother Eliab 
belittled him (verse 28), attacking his character and 
motivation. Saul in turn, when David finally stood 
before him, showed no confidence in David’s abili-
ties or competence (verse 33).

Before David could meet the physical challenge of 
unbelieving Goliath, he had to get past the spiritual 
challenge of the unbelief and suspicion in the hearts 
of his own people. So, too, do we at times face chal-
lenges from unbelievers as well as from those who 
should be encouraging us on.

Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 8-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

FTE 8-2

Display the FUSION 
Teaching Essential 
8-3 (“No Obstacle Is 
Too Big”) poster to 
illustrate the truth of 
this lesson.

FTE 8-3

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that the challenges we face demon-
strate that we are engaged in a spiritual warfare. 
Encourage parents and grandparents to help 
their loved ones understand this key truth.

DIG DEEPER
Why had this face-off dragged on for 40 days 
with no resolution? Part of the answer lies with 
the geography. The Valley of Elah lay at the base 
of the Judean foothills, approximately 12 miles 
due west of Bethlehem, just before the land flat-
tened out on its way to the sea. Steep ravines 
marked either side of the valley in the middle. 
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It is hard to imagine a more intimidating phys-
ical adversary than the legendary Goliath (verses 
4-8). The Hebrew text used for most Bible transla-
tions gives his height as “six cubits and a span,” or 
over nine feet. Goliath’s armor added well over 100 
pounds. The iron tip of his spear weighed over 15 
pounds. Skeptics question his height, of course. Goli-
ath surely had a genetic trait, like other people men-
tioned in the Bible, which led to unusual size. In fact, 
this trait has occurred in various places and cultures 
in human history. In 2 Samuel 21:20 we read of some-
one from Goliath’s area, a huge man, who had six fin-
gers and six toes.

Goliath’s physical intimidation was a platform 
for something even more dangerous: deceptive de-
fiance of Jehovah God (verses 8-11). He made a show 
of appealing to the Israelites’ desire to avoid blood-
shed. Why should we slaughter each other? Let’s just 
have one individual fight me man-to-man and settle 
this! Yet, even his appeal to reason carried the tone 
of rebellion: I defy Israel’s army! Whoever defied the 
Philistines defied their gods, of course. Likewise, 
whoever defied Israel’s army defied their God, too.

Both armies therefore had good defensive po-
sitions from which to observe the other. Either 
army that chose to attack would find itself fight-
ing up a steep incline. Thus, there was a stale-
mate. (Use a map to show where the Philistines 
had gathered against Israel.)

DIG DEEPER
“Battle by Champions” was common in that area 
of the world in that time. Historians have records 
of similar combats among the Egyptians, the 
Babylonians, and even among the Greeks. Those 
nations believed it was ultimately their gods or 
deities that decided battles. Why not let a couple 
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Verses 12-19 reveal how David came to be pres-
ent for these events. His aging father sent him to 
take food to his three eldest sons, who were in Saul’s 
army. He also sent food for their commanders, no 
doubt to foster a good relationship between them 
and the sons of Jesse.

What David found was not what he expected. His 
brothers were not happy to see him, seeing him as 
a pesky little brother who should let the older ones 
handle such things. Perhaps they were ashamed, 
knowing it was almost time for Goliath’s regular 
taunting routine. David soon learned that the situa-
tion was much more serious and dangerous than he 
had realized (verses 20-24).

of representatives fight, rather than needless-
ly slaughtering hundreds or thousands? Some 
might consider such a belief to be rather prim-
itive, yet David clearly saw the spiritual combat 
and made the startling claim that the battle was 
the Lord’s (verse 47).

DIG DEEPER:
How old was David at this point? We cannot 
know for sure, but some estimate he was in his 
mid-teens, very young for physical combat by our 
standards. Numbers 1:3 specified that those age 
20 and above were eligible to go to war. David’s 
three oldest brothers were in Saul’s army, which 
suggests David’s four younger brothers were not 
yet eligible, being under age 20. If the brothers 
were only a year apart in age, David could have 
been 15 years old. He was not, however, a little 
child. He was no longer a full time shepherd boy. 
He was one of King Saul’s armor bearers (1 Sam-
uel 16:21). The Hebrew word that designates him 
as a youth also later describes David’s son Absa-
lom who led a rebellion against him! David was 
not inexperienced.
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Goliath’s taunt, are you not the servants of Saul 
(verse 8) highlighted the fact that Saul should have 
been the one down in the valley with him. Saul was 
taller than the other Israelites, and he was the king. 
If he was unwilling to participate in the combat him-
self, then Saul should have been “kingly” enough to 
send someone else. Instead, he avoided any conflict 
altogether by trying to bribe someone (anyone) to do 
it for him (verse 25).

APPLY IT  SG LG

When your faith is challenged, trust God and keep 
doing what is right.

• What are some obstacles that challenge our 
faith? (Ridicule; derision; persecution; biblical 
teachings being called “hate speech”; laws pro-
tecting sinful behavior; etc.)

• Why do you think God allows us to face chal-
lenges to our faith?  

God Honors Courageous Faith
(1 Samuel 17:25-58)

The talk going through the camp (verse 25), boiled 
down to someone do something! No one had accept-
ed Saul’s personal and political incentives (riches, 
marry the king’s daughter, and pay no taxes). Da-
vid, unaware of the talk, questioned the situation, 
whereupon the soldiers explained Saul’s incentives 
(verse 26-27). We see in their language the contrast 
between the attitude of the soldiers and that of Da-
vid: Soldiers called Goliath this man; David called 
him this uncircumcised Philistine. Soldiers spoke of 
one who would kill him; David spoke of who would 
kill and remove this disgrace from Israel. Soldiers saw 
someone who defied Israel; David saw someone who 
defied the armies of the living God!
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Eventually, people reported David’s words to Saul, 
who sent for him. David offered a solution for Saul’s 
problem—he, David, would fight Goliath (verses 31-
32). David understood that his victories over wild 
animals had prepared him to defeat Israel’s enemy as 
well. Those previous victories had come from God; 
present victory would come from the same source 
(verses 33-37).

David did not require the weapons that conven-
tional wisdom demanded (verses 38-40). In fact, 
those weapons would diminish his chances for vic-
tory. He did not say that Saul’s armor did not fit him. 
He said instead he was not used to it (verse 39). He 
refused the unfamiliar armor because he needed 
to be as mobile as possible. He went with what he 
knew—a sling and five stones—and stepped up to 
fight. If we open our hearts to God, we will see how 
God prepared us for the present by how He led us in 
the past. Likewise, the way He wants us to fight will 
likely involve what we know best, not what everyone 
else thinks is the best way to do it.

David focused on his belief that the God of Israel 
would honor His name and His covenant with His 
people. Life’s events will never shatter that expecta-
tion! The remainder of today’s text never again men-
tions Goliath’s name. He is merely the Philistine. He 
scornfully belittled and cursed David, promising to 
destroy him so thoroughly he would never even see a 
proper burial (verses 41-44).

David’s reply left no room for diplomacy or spin. 
Goliath had picked a fight not with Saul or his army 
or even with David, but with God. David met Philis-
tine armor with the name of God. It was Goliath who 
would lack a proper burial (verses 45-47). David’s re-
ply surely enraged his adversary who moved in for 
the kill. David ran in quickly and attacked with a 
stone from his sling. The enemy fell. To complete the 
task, David used the Philistine’s own sword to de-
capitate him (verses 48-51).
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The Parent Page 
(PP-8) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it 
at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at 
www.D6home.
com. (No password 
required.)

Such an unexpected outcome shocked the Phi-
listines, and they fled in panic. The newly confident 
Israelites pursued them, then returned to plunder 
the abandoned enemy camp (verses 51-53). David 
claimed the slain enemy’s weapons as his own and 
put the severed head on display, a grisly proof of the 
Philistine defeat (verse 54). Why did David take the 
severed head to Jerusalem? The Israelites did not con-
trol Jerusalem at this time—that would come later, 
after David ruled as king. Likely, David was sending 
them a message: Here is our most recent “unbeatable” 
enemy. You’re next!

Did Saul really not know David’s family (verses 
55-58)? Perhaps he had not fully connected all the 
dots or paid attention to David’s recounting of his 
victories as a shepherd. Perhaps he used David’s ap-
parent foolhardiness as a form of amusement, never 

DIG DEEPER:
The sling that David used was not a slingshot. 
Slings are deadly in the hands of skilled sling-
ers. Ancient records claim that projectiles (stone, 
clay, and later lead) from slings could break 
bones, damage internal organs, kill, penetrate 
and lodge inside the body, and even occasionally 
penetrate armor. Take a look at sites such as this 
one to learn just how deadly slings can be: bit.ly/
slingweapon. It is possible that Goliath removed 
his helmet through overconfidence. A projectile 
moving at an upward arc, however, would avoid 
the helmet altogether as it found the skull just 
between the eyes. Note that sling ammunition 
could achieve velocities as great as 90 meters per 
second. Slings could be deadly and accurate at 
100 yards, with a range of over 1,000 yards. A 
skilled slinger could “fire” 12 rounds per minute. 
We may assume that David was experienced at 
slinging. The stone provided David the opportu-
nity to use Goliath’s own sword against him.

PP-8

http://www.D6home.com
http://www.D6home.com
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intending to honor any unfortunate outcome. God’s 
victory through David spoke to many that day, Phi-
listines and Israelites alike. Saul’s cowardice against 
the Philistines opened the door for the one he would 
soon see as his political rival. He did not fight for 
God’s glory; God would honor the one who did.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Do whatever God leads you to do and trust Him to 
accomplish His will.

• Why do some believers back away from difficult 
challenges? (Lack of faith; fear; listening to oth-
ers who doubt; etc.)

• What are some examples—in the Scriptures or 
in your experience—of God honoring those who 
trust Him and step out in faith? (Noah; Gideon; 
Abraham; Moses; etc.)

Live It SG LG

Option 1: Ask and discuss the following:

• What can help us have courage when we face 
challenges?

• What do you need to step out and do, trusting 
God to accomplish His will?

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 8-4 
(“Facing My Goliath”) to help your group members 
think through how they can tackle the trials, chal-
lenges, or obstacles they are facing. Let them com-
plete the handout, and then allow those who are 
willing to share any challenges they are facing, and 
how they can trust God in the midst of the challenge. 

Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

FTE 8-4
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It’s time to order D6 
Everyday Curriculum 
for the next quarter. 
Call 800-877-7030 or 
go to D6family.com/
d6curriculum. Don’t 
put it off!

Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.

Encourage your group members to look this week 
for promises and direction from God’s Word to help 
them face their challenges.

Option 3: Ask for volunteers to share how God has 
used past experiences to prepare them for some chal-
lenge they would face or something He would lead 
them to do. Discuss how God uses past experiences 
to prepare us for what is to come. Ask learners to 
thank God for how He has prepared them and to ask 
His help to face present challenges.
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Finding Favor
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FAMILY THEME
Blessings of Obedience

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners decide honoring God is 
the most important thing they can 
do and pursue God with all their 
hearts.

STUDY TEXT
2 Samuel 6:1-15; 7:1-29

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 9-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 9-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 9-3
(handout)

q	 PP-9
(Parent Page)

Key Truths
• Those Who Love God Seek His Presence and Worship Him.
• God Honors Those Who Seek to Honor Him.
•  Those Who Love God Put His Will First and Give Thanks for His 

Favor.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to memorize the names and order of books nine 
through fourteen of the Old Testament (1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, 
and 1 and 2 Chronicles) this week and to work with family members to 
do so as well. (Learners can find this Bible Basics note on the FTE 9-2 
student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set around 1010 BC after Saul died and David became 
king. David brought the ark of God, which represented God’s presence, 
to Jerusalem, the capital and religious center of Israel. God’s promise 
to David concerned the Savior God would send through the nation of 
Israel.
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Choose one of the 
Get Started options 
to capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 9-1 teach-
ing outline can be 
used as a guide for 
teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 
users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/
fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6345.)

Option 1: Write the phrase Follow Directions on the 
markerboard. Ask your learners to share experiences 
when someone did not follow directions, and what 
happened as a result. Discuss how the importance 
of following directions might vary according to the 
seriousness of the task: for example, putting together 
a bookshelf vs. operating a nuclear power plant. Af-
ter discussion, say: Today we will see a time when not 
following God’s directions cost a man his life.

Option 2: Ask your learners to give examples of 
how our culture honors people for special things 
they have done or service they have provided. Exam-
ples might be receiving an award for a performance 
in a movie or a medal for bravery on the battlefield. 
After discussion, say: Today we will see a special way 
God honored David because David sought to honor 
and obey Him.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 9-1

Study the WordLG

Israel, as a nation, had neglected the ark of the cov-
enant since the days of Samuel. Once he was firmly 
established as king, David sought to change that and 
to build God a permanent dwelling place among His 
people.

Those Who Love God Seek His 
Presence and Worship Him
(2 Samuel 6:1-15)

David’s desire to bring the ark of God (Exodus 25:10-
22) to Jerusalem was a special project. The ark repre-
sented the presence of God, and David wanted it in 

Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 9-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

FTE 9-2

http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
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TEACHING TIP:
Don’t try to cover or 
present too much 
information at one 
time. Choose one or 
two principles that 
your group needs 
most and focus most 
of your time on those 
items.

their center of worship. He involved 30,000 chosen 
men for this task (verses 1-2). (Make sure your group 
members don’t confuse this ark with the one Noah 
built.) David and all his people joyously celebrated 
(verse 5). They did, however, fail to follow God’s spe-
cific instructions concerning transporting the ark 
(see the Dig Deeper note below); they loaded it onto 
a new cart and transported it in the manner of the 
Philistines (verses 3-4).

Arriving at a threshing floor (verse 6) not far 
from the destination, the oxen stumbled, and Uzzah 
reached out and took hold of the ark. He died on the 
spot, struck down by God for what He considered to 
be an act of irreverent disobedience (verse 7).

DIG DEEPER:
When God gave Moses the pattern of the taber-
nacle worship system, the ark occupied the most 
holy place. It represented God’s presence and His 
agreement (covenant) with the people, as well as 
the covering of God’s sacrificial mercy that per-
mitted God and the people to be in harmony. 
Israel treated it as a charm, however (1 Samuel 
4), and the Philistines took it. However, God’s 
ark needed no special protection. The Philistine 
idols fell over before the ark of God’s presence (1 
Samuel 5-6). The Philistines themselves suffered, 
and they returned the ark to the Israelites. God’s 
ark did not need the protection of the Israelites, 
not even from stumbling oxen. The Israelites still 
had not learned that God took care of them, not 
the other way around. What lacked was obedi-
ence to God, who had specified that the ark be 
carried (Exodus 25:14; Numbers 7:9; Deuterono-
my 10:8). Touching the ark was a capital offense 
for any Israelite (Numbers 4:15). Uzzah was no 
different. He lived in a time of widespread ne-
glect concerning God’s pattern for worship. He 
was their reminder. He and David should have 
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With whom was David angry, in verse 8? Perhaps 
he was angry with God, at what he felt was a sense-
less death. Perhaps he was angry with himself for 
undertaking this project without a proper consider-
ation of what God had already commanded concern-
ing transporting the ark. David was afraid to take 
the ark farther, and left it close by at the house of 
Obed-edom the Gittite. David returned to Jerusalem 
for three months, but God blessed Obed-edom’s en-
tire household during that time (verses 9-11).

known the clear instruction from God concern-
ing how to transport the ark.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that Uzzah’s death emphasized how 
important it is to do exactly what God says to 
do. The Bible is God’s Word; it give us God’s in-
structions. Encourage parents and grandparents 
to make sure family members understand it is 
always best to follow God’s instructions.

David learned of God’s blessing on Obed-edom 
and interpreted it as a sign that God was pleased 
with those who kept the ark. He relaunched the ef-
fort, this time following God’s instructions. The cel-
ebration was as joyous as before, with David leading 
the way (verses 12-15). He did not merely “attend” 
worship; he participated. The sacrifice after six steps 
may refer to something that happened every six steps 
(verse 13). Jerusalem was close enough for this to be 
plausible.

It was good to move the ark to a recognized place 
of worship, but worshiping God has to be done His 
way, not ours. David learned from his attempt to 
serve God according to man’s ideas. He then acted 
again, obediently.
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Seek and worship God, guided by His Word.

• How do we seek God? (Spend time with Him; 
read His Word, pray, worship Him; learn more 
about Him; make Him and His will our high-
est priority; etc.)

• What are some guidelines for worship that God 
gives us in His Word? (Worship in spirit and in 
truth; come thankfully and joyfully; sing and 
make music; encourage one another; proclaim 
His Word; etc.)

God Honors Those Who Seek 
to Honor Him
(2 Samuel 7:1-17)

David well understood his leadership role. He had 
protected his people, with God’s help. He felt also 
that it was his role to lead the nation to acknowl-
edge its responsibility to God by building a more 
permanent worship structure. Nathan the prophet 
encouraged him to proceed (verses 1-3). God, how-
ever, thought otherwise. In verses 4-7, He sent David 
a message: I am the one who provides for Israel; I do 
not need Israel to provide for me.

Then God moved from Israel the nation to David 
its leader (verses 8-11). God did not belittle David. 
Instead he recognized the honorable desire of Da-
vid’s heart and continued to honor him. All the time 
Israel had carried the ark of the covenant in the wil-
derness, it was instead God who carried Israel. God 
had moved David into his current position. Build a 
house for God? God was establishing the house of 
David! He promised Israel the sort of rest they had 
not yet known, even with peace in their land.

APPLY IT  SG LG
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Much of what God promised would ultimate-
ly happen after David was gone (verses 11-17). One 
of David’s offspring would build the Temple. God 
would treat him as a son. Yet, even David’s sons 
would not always follow God. God promised to chas-
tise them when necessary, while preserving David’s 
dynasty. His house and kingdom would be estab-
lished forever.

Ultimately, in Hebrews 1, we learn there was one 
in particular in David’s line whose kingdom and 
throne would endure forever—Jesus Christ. He did 
no wrong, yet endured punishment in our place. His 
place endures, however, unshakeable, unmovable. 
David could not know how far-reaching God’s bless-
ings upon his family would go—all the way to our 
families!

DIG DEEPER
David was a man after God’s own heart (1 Sam-
uel 13:14; Acts 13:22). He is the only man the 
Bible described this way. What does this phrase 
mean? It does not mean that David was perfect. 
He sinned, tragically. He stands as a man of God 
in spite of some failures, not through a spotless 
record. David cared about the things of God. He 
cared about the honor and respect Israel and the 
nations gave to God. The name of God was im-
portant to him. He saw Israel (most of the time) 
not as a multitude of “human sheep” for him to 
oversee. He rather saw them as God’s own peo-
ple. As such they were called to be as distinct 
from other nations as God was distinct from 
dead idols. He did not look to the other nations 
for guidance on how to be king of God’s people. 
He looked to the words of God Himself. As a 
shepherd, he had learned that God took care of 
him and, indeed, of all Israel. He wanted to live 
in the blessings of Israel’s true Shepherd. What 
mattered to the Shepherd mattered to David!
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Do what honors and glorifies God.

• Name some ways we can honor and glorify God. 
(Seek and do His will; tell others what He has 
done for us; obey His Word; etc.)

• What special promise did God make to David? 
How has that promise been a blessing to us? 
(His kingdom would last forever through his 
descendant, Jesus the Messiah, our Savior.)

Those Who Love God Put His 
Will First and Give Thanks for 
His Favor
(2 Samuel 7:18-29)

David went in to the shelter he had erected tempo-
rarily for the ark and poured out his heart to God. 
He did not wallow in disappointment or sulk at the 
project’s delay. He focused on God, understanding 
that his family had no special claim or qualification. 
God abundantly blessed David and his family, but 
He also revealed to him the future destiny of his 

DIG DEEPER:
Jesus did not sin (2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 
4:15). He did, however, receive what Isaiah called 
the chastisement or punishment that brought us 
peace (Isaiah 53:5). Our peace with God results 
from the sufferings of Jesus. He is our priest for-
ever (Psalm 110:4, quoted later in Hebrews 5:6, 
7:17, 21). He is also our king forever. Compare 
Old Testament passages, such as Psalm 89 and 
Lamentations 5:19 with what we find in the New 
Testament in Hebrews 12:2 and Revelation 11:15. 
In Christ we find the complete fulfillment of 
what Nathan told David all those years ago.

APPLY IT  SG LG
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house (verses 18-19). David’s question, Is this how 
you usually deal with people, shows he knew it was 
not.

Indeed, what more could he say (verse 20)? What 
could David reveal that God did not know? David 
understood God was doing something and reveal-
ing it according to His divine will, for the sake of 
God’s own Word (verse 21). After all, God was the 
Sovereign Lord, the one and only. Just as there was 
no other god like God, there were no other people 
like God’s people. Almighty God called them forth 
and established them, destroying entire nations and 
false gods that stood in the way. David gratefully and 
humbly accepted His prophetic message (verses 22-
24).

DIG DEEPER:
With just a few words, Nathan had revealed 
what God would accomplish over hundreds and 
thousands of years. The first of David’s offspring 
who came to build a house for God’s name was 
his successor, Solomon. He built the Temple in 
Jerusalem, using material his father David had 
gathered and set aside. Solomon, however, also 
brought in idolatry. In an effort to placate his 
numerous foreign wives, he gave royal approval 
for idol worship in Jerusalem. Most of Solomon’s 
successors did no better, and many did much 
worse. As a result, God allowed their enemies to 
prevail, fulfilling Nathan’s words: When he does 
wrong, I will punish him using the rod of men. 
Eventually, God expelled them from the land 
into Assyria and Babylon, before returning a 
remnant from Babylon. Yet, in spite of a few brief 
periods of independence, Israel never reached its 
former glory. When David’s descendant, Jesus of 
Nazareth, came on the scene, Israel had grown 
used to being under foreign rule, yet claimed 
to have never been slaves to anyone (John 8:33). 
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The Parent Page 
(PP-9) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it 
at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at 
www.D6home.
com. (No password 
required.)

The final verses are David’s extended amen. May 
God indeed keep the words given to Nathan. May 
people recognize God Almighty as Israel’s God. May 
He establish David’s dynasty. May He bless David’s 
house. Only through God would such blessing be 
possible (verses 25-29).

David saw God’s action in human events (history) 
as grounds for his continued confidence in God. He 
focused on God, referring to Him over 40 times in 
these verses. What counted was God: His plans, His 
will, His name. David was the king, yet he humbly 
accepted his place as the servant of God, and God’s 
people. Focusing on God rather than ourselves is 
never easy, but we should try to make it our practice.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that we should accept God’s will be-
cause He knows what is best. He is the sovereign 
Lord of all. Encourage parents and grandparents 
to teach this truth to family members.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Put God’s will ahead of your own and thank Him 
for His blessings.

• Give examples of what it means to put God’s 
will ahead of our own. (Obey Him, even when 
it doesn’t make sense; do what he says to do 
when we feel like doing something else; go 
where He leads and follow His instructions.)

• In what ways can we express thanks to God for 
His blessings?

PP-9

Through Christ, however, David’s throne would 
be established forever.

http://www.D6home.com
http://www.D6home.com
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

Option 1: Ask and discuss the following:

• How should we respond to God’s mercy, grace, 
and blessings to us?

• In what specific ways will you respond this 
week?

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 9-3 
(“Fully Engaged”) to help your group members eval-
uate their worship of God and how they can fully 
engage in worshiping Him. Let them work on the 
handout individually, and then discuss the handout 
as a group. Discuss how we can be fully engaged in 
both corporate and individual worship. Encourage 
your group members to fully engage in worship this 
week, honoring our God who is worthy of all glory, 
honor, and praise.

Option 3: Ask your learners to consider what it 
means to honor God in everything we do. Discuss 
what that would look like in our daily routines and 
activities. Encourage learners to choose specific 
ways they will seek to honor God this week in their 
daily activities.

Live ItSG LG

FTE 9-3

Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.
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We All Fall Short

LE
S

S
O

N
 10

N
ovem

ber 7, 20
21

FAMILY THEME
Necessity of Repentance

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners understand the high cost 
of sin and turn away from all sinful 
practices.

STUDY TEXT
2 Samuel 11:1—12:25

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 10-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 10-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 10-3
(handout)

q	 PP-10
(Parent Page)

Key Truths
• No One Is Above Falling Into Sin.
• Our Sin Must Be Dealt With.
•  Repentance and Confession Result in Forgiveness, but Do Not Ne-

gate All of Sin’s Consequences.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to review 1 John 1:9 this week and to work with 
family members to do so as well. (Learners can find this Bible Basics 
note on the FTE 10-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set around 995 BC, later in David’s reign as king of Is-
rael. This account illustrates the truth that all have sinned and fallen 
short of God’s perfect standard.
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Choose one of the 
Get Started options 
to capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teach-
ing Essential 10-1 
teaching outline can 
be used as a guide for 
teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 
users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/
fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6345.)

Option 1: Ask for volunteers to share a time when 
someone they looked up to disappointed them. What 
was the situation? How did it feel to have that per-
son disappoint them? After discussion, say: Sooner 
or later, even the best of us does something that proves 
we are not perfect. Today we will see how a hero of the 
faith got caught up in sin, tried to hide it, but then 
repented and confessed his sin before God.

Option 2: Ask your group members to share times 
when they, their children, or someone else tried to 
hide disobedience or wrongdoing from someone in 
authority. What was the offense? How did the person 
try to hide it? How did that work out? After discus-
sion, say: Because of our fallen, sinful nature, we have 
all done things we didn’t want others to know about. 
Today we will see how a hero of the faith got caught up 
in sin, tried to hide it but then repented and confessed 
his sin before God.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 10-1

Study the WordLG

The King David in today’s text is about 30-35 years 
removed from the shepherd boy or the young warrior 
we saw a few weeks ago. He has established his cap-
ital in Jerusalem and subdued Israel’s enemies. The 
army is still active in combat, but no longer fights 
for Israel’s very survival at home. But these brightest 
days for Israel would soon give birth to some of Da-
vid’s darkest days.

Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching Es-
sential 10-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

FTE 10-2

http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
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TEACHING TIP:
Effective teach-
ers seek to gain 
learners’ attention 
as they begin the 
lesson. Some ways 
to gain attention are 
displays, demonstra-
tions, maps, graphs, 
pictures, relevant 
personal stories, and 
thought-provoking 
questions (See the 
Get Started options).

No One Is Above 
Falling Into Sin
(2 Samuel 11:1-27)

David remained in Jerusalem while the army went to 
fight the Ammonites (verse 1). The palace roof was 
flat, very common in that time and place. David like-
ly spent time there regularly enjoying the cool breez-
es, especially later in the day. His palace looked down 
on the rest of the city, and he could see things people 
down on the street did not. One evening, he noticed 
a woman bathing. The Hebrew indicates a full body 
bathing, not merely washing off. In other words, 
David noticed her fully exposed (verse 2). Instead 
of turning away, he indulged his unhealthy lust. He 
then sent someone to inquire about her (verse 3). He 
learned she was married to one of his trusted war-
riors, Uriah the Hittite. Again, David sent someone, 
this time to bring her to him. We do not know how 
receptive she was to his advances. We know only that 
he slept with her, whereupon she returned home.

Time passed, and David learned from Bathsheba 
that she was pregnant (verses 4-5). Her pregnan-
cy could only have resulted from adultery. People 
would seek to identify the other party, and that 
would be serious for David. The penalty for adultery 
was death by stoning (Leviticus 20:10). David sought 
to hide his sin.

First, he brought Uriah back from battle, sup-
posedly to get a report on the progress of the cam-
paign. Surely someone with such a beautiful wife will 
not miss an opportunity to sleep with her while he is 
here! He did not count on Uriah’s loyal code of con-
duct. Uriah would not rejoin his family as long as his 
comrades in arms were separated from theirs. When 
David learned this, he tried again the next night, get-
ting Uriah drunk in hopes that he would go home to 
his wife. He did not (verses 6-13).

David’s next plan took him from lust and adultery 
to murder (verses 14-17). He sent a sealed message 
via Uriah to Joab, the commander of the army: Put 
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Uriah into the most deadly part of the combat, and 
withdraw so that he dies in battle. Uriah died, along 
with some of his men. News of such losses would or-
dinarily anger the king. After all, Joab had foolishly 
allowed the troops to get too close to the city wall 
and its volley of arrows. David focused instead on his 
relief that Uriah was dead (verses 18-25).

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that David’s fall into lust, adultery, and 
murder reminds us we are engaged in a spiritual 
warfare. Encourage parents and grandparents 
to impress this truth upon their children and 
grandchildren.

Uriah was conveniently gone, and David legally 
married Bathsheba, the grieving widow of a brave 
warrior. All was again right with the world, except 
for one little detail: what David had done displeased 
the Lord! The Bible does not pull back from the mis-
deeds even of its heroes. Believers, young and old, 
must learn that doing right one day is no guarantee 
we will do right the next. We must stay vigilant and 
walk closely with the Lord each day.

DIG DEEPER:
Rabbah, the major city of the Ammonites, lay op-
posite Jericho, on the eastern side of the Jordan 
River. It was 35-40 miles from Jerusalem. Kings 
often accompanied their armies for battles of 
this sort, but David remained in Jerusalem. Was 
he tired or perhaps very confident in his army? 
Did he simply have other important matters that 
needed his attention? Some Bible students claim 
David did wrong by remaining behind, while 
others recognize there was not a hard and fast 
requirement. Regardless of David’s motivation 
for remaining in Jerusalem—good or bad—Da-
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It seems inconceivable that David, the man after 
God’s own heart (Acts 13:22), could undertake such 
a spiral of lust, adultery, and murder—yet he did. It 
probably did not happen overnight. David had likely 
begun to drift from God’s heart before he saw Bath-
sheba. We must not let down our guard regarding 
temptation.

vid handled the situation poorly and tragically. 
He took the lives of innocent people, slaughtered 
to cover up David’s sin.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Walk in close fellowship with God, constantly on 
guard against temptation.

• How do we stay on guard against temptation? 
(Keep a close walk with God; be aware of what 
tempts us and avoid putting ourselves in po-
sitions where we are likely to be tempted; 
turn away from temptation immediately; set 
boundaries to protect us from sin.)

• How can we guard against complacency? (Cul-
tivate a taste for Bible reading and prayer; serve 
others; maintain accountability with others 
who also wish to grow closer to God; repent of 
sin daily.)

Our Sin Must Be Dealt With
(2 Samuel 12:1-9)

Despite David’s efforts to cover his sin, he could not 
hide it from God. God sent Nathan, the prophet, to 
confront David. Nathan got his point across with a 
brief parable (verses 1-4). It described an obvious in-
justice: a rich man with many sheep took by force 
the one lamb a poor man possessed in order to en-
tertain a traveler. David reacted as we would expect; 
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The pitiless rich man deserves death, and must repay! 
(verses 5-6).

Nathan’s next words surely shook David to the 
core (verse 7): You are the man! David had covered 
his sins and crimes well, but God knew everything 
about them. This was no “ordinary” case of adultery. 
This was a despicable act from a privileged recipi-
ent of God’s blessings. God had made him king. God 
had given him Saul’s household, including his wives. 
God had given him rule over Israel and Judah. Had 
David needed more, he needed only to ask (verses 
8-9).

Next came that awful question (verse 9): Why? 
David’s sin was no mere we’re-all-only-human mo-
ment. David had despised God. No more feigning an 
innocent interest in that young lady down below. No 
more pretending to inquire about the war. No more 
pretending that compassion moved him to add the 
military widow to his family. No need to pretend 
that war is war and people die: You killed him by the 
sword of the enemy! It was time for David to take his 
misconduct as seriously as God did.

DIG DEEPER:
David wrote Psalm 51 following this incident. 
It gives us an understanding of how David felt 
about his sin and how he responded. It reveals 
to us what a guilty, yet penitent heart feels be-
fore God Almighty. It is also a good idea to read 
Psalm 32 in connection with David’s repentance. 
It describes the joy of forgiveness that accompa-
nies confession and repentance. How should we 
understand David’s assertion in Psalm 51:4 that 
he had sinned against God only? David did not 
discount the evil done to Uriah or Bathsheba. 
However, he recognized that ultimately his sin 
was against his Maker. David was responsible 
for his conduct, even if no one else knew. He did 
more than break a frequently broken rule. He 
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Face up to sin so it can be dealt with.

• Why is admitting our own sin the first step to-
ward forgiveness? (We can’t repent and move 
past it without recognizing and acknowledg-
ing it.)

• How might God convict us and bring sin to our 
attention today? (Through His Word; convic-
tion from the Holy Spirit; caring believers lov-
ingly confront us; etc.)

Repentance and Confession 
Result in Forgiveness, 
but Do Not Negate All 
of Sin’s Consequences
(2 Samuel 12:10-25)

The punishment would fit the crime: David had 
ripped apart Uriah’s family by the sword—the sword 
would rip apart his own family (verse 10). He had 
violated Uriah’s wife. David’s own son would violate 
his wives. David had sinned in secret, but these acts 
would be open to all the people (verses 11-12).

betrayed God’s purpose. Our society no longer 
considers adultery a serious problem. It portrays 
marital fidelity as an unbearable, boring burden, 
fit for fools but not for normal people. Why get 
so worked up about sex? We’re only human, af-
ter all! Our society minimizes the seriousness 
of adultery (and sexual immorality in general) 
because it has rejected or betrayed the purposes 
for which God has made us all. Sin is not a mere 
formality of breaking hard-to-understand rules. 
It is the rebellion of our hearts against all that 
God has done for us.

APPLY IT  SG LG
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To his credit, David did not rebel (verse 13); he 
acknowledged his sin. God forgave, and let him 
live. Yet David’s sin would have consequences. The 
ill-conceived son would die (verse 14). Indeed, the 
child fought a weeklong battle with illness. David 
fasted and withdrew, hoping to obtain the child’s 
life, but God’s word held true. David’s anguish at 
his son’s illness made the servants afraid to tell him 
when the child died. He could tell, however, and 
learned the truth from them (verses 15-19).

At that, David got up, cleaned up, and ate. This 
also intrigued the servants, who expected David’s 
grief to be even greater following the child’s death. 
David’s response was matter of fact, but not cold. He 
had hoped for a better outcome he did not receive. Yet 
he had hope of seeing the child again (verses 20-23).

God showed grace to Bathsheba, too. She bore 
David other children, one of whom they named Sol-
omon. God had special plans for him and sent word 
of that through Nathan.

Sin carries consequences, just as disobedience 
does among children. David wrecked his family. 
Several died. Yet God was gracious and continued 
to work through David and his son Solomon. The 
principle holds true today as well. We are not exempt 
from the consequences of our sin. Neither are we ex-
cluded, however, from God’s grace and promises. Let 
us also show grace to those suffering the results of 
their choices.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that the consequences David experi-
enced because of His sin demonstrate how sin 
brings death and destruction into the world. The 
forgiveness God extended to David reminds us 
that God offers salvation and forgiveness through 
faith in Jesus Christ. Encourage parents and 
grandparents to impress these truths upon their 
children and grandchildren.
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The Parent Page 
(PP-10) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it 
at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 
password required.)

Confess and turn away from all sin, avoiding it at 
all costs.

• What should be our attitude toward sin? (It is 
a deadly enemy, seeking to destroy us and all 
those we love.)

• What does it look like to turn away from sin and 
to avoid it at all costs? (We confess it to God; we 
view it as our worst enemy; we take whatever 
steps necessary to avoid the temptation of that 
sin; we make ourselves accountable to a fellow 
believer.)

DIG DEEPER:
First Chronicles 3:5 informs us that David and 
Bathsheba had three other sons besides Solo-
mon. Today’s text focuses on Solomon, through 
whom David’s dynasty would continue, al-
though Nathan’s line is also the lineage of Jesus 
(Luke 3:31). Here is a brief summary of how Na-
than’s prophecy saw fulfillment: The child died 
(2 Samuel 12:18). Amnon, a son of David, raped 
David’s daughter Tamar, his half-sister (2 Samu-
el 13:1-2, 12-14). Absalom, Tamar’s full brother, 
killed Amnon in revenge (2 Samuel 13:28-29). 
Absalom rebelled against his father, taking the 
kingdom (2 Samuel 15:13-14). Ahithophel, Bath-
sheba’s grandfather and a trusted advisor to Da-
vid (2 Samuel 11:3; 23:34), threw in his lot with 
Absalom (2 Samuel 15:12). Absalom followed 
Ahithophel’s advice, violating David’s wives and 
concubines publicly, on the very rooftop from 
where David had first gazed upon Bathsheba (2 
Samuel 16:20-22). David’s commander Joab as-
sassinated Absalom, against David’s orders (2 
Samuel 18:9-17).

APPLY IT  SG LG

PP-10

http://www.D6home.com
http://www.D6home.com
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

Option 1: Ask your learners to consider whether 
they are drawing closer to God and holiness at this 
time, or drifting toward complacency and sin. Dis-
cuss what we can do to help us draw nearer to God 
and be on guard against sin and temptation. En-
courage your learners to take steps this week to draw 
closer to God and to guard against temptation.

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 10-3 
(“Keep From Falling”) to help learners make a plan 
for how they will keep from falling into sin. Discuss 
how we can be on guard against temptation and how 
we can avoid putting ourselves in situations where 
we are likely to be tempted. Then, let them work on 
the handout individually. Encourage them to follow 
through this week, taking steps to keep themselves 
pure in the days to come.

Option 3: Ask and discuss the following:

• What sin do I sometimes struggle with?
• What can I do this week to keep from falling to 

that sin?

Live ItSG LG

FTE 10-3

Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.
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When Truth Is 
Left Behind

LE
S
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 11
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21

FAMILY THEME 
The Curse of Sin

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners will understand that the 
gospel message has power to save, 
but those who reject it suffer the 
wrath of God in a downward spiral 
of sin. Learners share the gospel at 
every opportunity and help send it 
to those who need to hear.

STUDY TEXT 
Romans 1:16-32

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 11-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 11-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 11-3
(poster)

q	 FTE 11-4
(handout)

q	 FTE 11-5
(handout)

q	 PP-11
(Parent Page)

Key Truths
• Believing the Gospel Brings Salvation.
•  People Who Reject God’s Revealed Truth Make Themselves Subject 

to His Wrath.
• Rejecting God’s Revealed Truth Leads to a Downward Spiral of Sin.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to go over the following question and answer each 
day this week and to work with family members to do so as well. What 
is sin? Answer: Sin is a violation of the law of God (1 John 3:4). (Learn-
ers can find this Bible Basics note on the FTE 11-2 student outline you 
give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set around AD 57 during the time when Nero was emper-
or of the Roman empire. Paul and others were taking the gospel to the 
Gentiles as Jesus had commanded them to do.
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Choose one of the 
Get Started options 
to capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started. 

The FUSION Teach-
ing Essential 11-1 
teaching outline can 
be used as a guide for 
teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 
users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/
fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6345.)

Option 1: Begin by asking your learners to name 
their favorite dessert or snack. After several have 
shared, ask your learners what would happen if they 
indulged and had all of that dessert or snack they 
wanted every day for six months. Chances are, they 
would have gained weight and not be as healthy as 
before. After discussion, say: Our decisions have 
consequences. In Romans 1, Paul wrote about what 
happens when people decide to reject God and His 
truth and go their own way. Today we will see how 
that worked out for them and what people can expect 
if they choose to do that today. 

Option 2: Begin by asking and discussing the fol-
lowing: What are some ways people reject authority 
in our culture? What happens when a society loses re-
spect for authority? After discussion, say: In Romans 
1, Paul wrote about what happens when people de-
cide to reject God and His truth and go their own way. 
Today we will see how that worked out for them and 
what people can expect if they choose to do that today. 

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 11-1

Study the WordLG

Paul’s epistle (formal letter) to the Roman believers 
remains a classic of New Testament writing. It is rich 
in doctrine, devotion, ethics, and practical instruc-
tion on how Christians should live. 

Believing the Gospel Brings 
Salvation
(Romans 1:16-17)

One of the great themes Paul wrote about in Ro-
mans was the gospel. He stated first that he was not 

Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 11-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes. 

FTE 11-2

http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
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TEACHING TIP: 
Gather important 
tools in addition to 
this teaching guide 
to help you study and 
prepare to teach. 
Those tools might 
include a Study Bible 
with a concordance 
and cross-references, 
a Bible dictionary, 
and a solid Bible com-
mentary. Free apps 
like Blue Letter Bible 
provide study tools.

Display the FTE 11-3 
(“The Only Way”) 
poster to reinforce 
the truth of the 
gospel.

ashamed of it. He openly proclaimed the gospel be-
cause it was God’s power for salvation (verse 16). Ro-
man society saw Christians as the unimportant, the 
weak, and the losers of society. Paul saw them as re-
cipients of God’s power for salvation. To the Jew first 
and also to the Greek refers to the historic fact that 
God chose Israel as His people through whom the 
Messiah would come and dealt with them for hun-
dreds of years to prepare for His coming. The gospel, 
however, was always meant for the entire world. The 
gospel of Jesus Christ is the only hope for all people 
of all religions and nations. 

The gospel reveals the righteousness of God (verse 
17). Scholars are divided on exactly what is meant 
by this righteousness. Some believe it refers to right- 
eousness as a characteristic of God that is satisfied 
by God’s sacrifice of His Son for our salvation. Many 
scholars, however, see this righteousness as the right 
standing before God given to the sinner when he 
or she turns to Christ in faith. It may actually in-
clude both of these meanings. This righteousness is 
by faith from beginning to end. As support for his 
thinking, Paul quoted Habakkuk 2:4. Our eternal 
life comes by faith and we live by faith! 

The gospel serves as the unifying thread of all 
Scripture. It is not merely a sermon or a tract. It is sal-
vation, sharing in God’s own righteousness through 
His grace. We humans have a sin problem, to put it 
mildly. Yet God has provided the solution through 
the gospel and only the gospel: the good news that 
we can partake of God’s righteousness through faith, 
because of what Jesus Christ did for us. 

FTE 11-3

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that these verses affirm the truth that 
God offers salvation and forgiveness only through 
faith in Jesus Christ. Encourage parents and 
grandparents to teach this truth at home. 
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Share the gospel at every opportunity and help get 
it to all people everywhere. 

• Why is the gospel people’s only hope for for-
giveness of sins and eternal life? (Jesus paid the 
penalty for our sins and gives us the righteous-
ness required to be in God’s presence; Jesus is 
the only way to come to God—John 14:6; we 
cannot earn salvation through good works; 
etc.)

• What are some ways Christians can be involved 
in getting the gospel to all people? (Pray for the 
lost and for those who proclaim the gospel; fi-
nancially support the ministries of churches 

DIG DEEPER: 
Why might believers have been ashamed of the 
gospel, in Paul’s day or ours? We can think of 
several possible reasons: 

• Fear of minority status: Christians repre-
sented an incredibly small portion of the 
Roman Empire. 

• Fear of disdain and ridicule: Christianity 
arose among the Jews, already an ethnic 
group many Greeks and Romans viewed 
with suspicion. They had too many people 
among them who were poor and powerless. 
Slaves and masters worshiping together 
and ministering to one another? Scandal-
ous! Plus, the pagans did not like the fact 
that believers did not join in with them in 
their decadent choices. 

• Fear of conflict or even death: Even from 
earliest times in Rome, believers knew that 
many had given their lives as a testimony 
to Christ. 

APPLY IT  SG LG
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and of those who take the gospel to people who 
need it; share the gospel with people we come 
in contact with; take the gospel to people who 
need it as God directs; etc.)

People Who Reject God’s 
Revealed Truth Make Them-
selves Subject to His Wrath 
 (Romans 1:18-23)

While the gospel reveals the righteousness of 
God, there are things people can know about God 
without it. God’s wrath against ungodliness and un-
righteousness is revealed from heaven. People know 
certain things about God, but they suppress that 
truth (verse 18)! It should be plain to them because 
God has shown it to them (verse 19). God has clear-
ly revealed, in the natural world and in the human 
mind, some of His invisible attributes, notably His 
eternal power and divine nature. This leaves people 
who reject God without excuse (verse 20). 

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that the creation we see around us 
points to a divine, powerful creator. God creat-
ed the universe and everything in it. Encourage 
parents and grandparents to teach this truth at 
home. 

So if people intuitively grasp God’s divine nature 
and power, what should their reaction be? Certain-
ly not the one Paul laid out in his description. They 
knew about God but did not honor Him. They were 
unthankful to their own Creator (verse 21). This un-
grateful, self-sufficient attitude affected both their 
minds and their hearts. Their thinking became futile 
or pointless, and their hearts became even darker as 
they rejected the light they had received so far. 
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Their foolishness did not keep them from fancy-
ing themselves among the wise, however (verse 22). 
What they knew about God should have ensured 
their respect and thankfulness toward Him. Instead, 
they chose to worship images patterned after God’s 
creation (verse 23). People worked hard (remember, 
they had to suppress the truth) to delete God from 
their lives. They then chased after idols of their own 
imagination. People are still doing this today! 

This has left God with no recourse but justified 
wrath. This is not because He is a petty, vengeful de-
ity abusing His power against those who could never 
harm Him anyway. It is rather the logical, inescap-
able consequence for those who rebel against the 
very fabric of the universe itself, which reflects God’s 
unchanging nature. The rebellious bring about de-
struction, stubbornly insisting they can do as they 
want in a universe that God designed otherwise. 

What Paul said about those who only think them-
selves wise should not deter us from prizing wisdom, 
knowledge, and intelligence. Where God has distrib-
uted such gifts, we should rejoice in using them in His 
service. God wants “smart people,” but they have to 
come to Him in the same humility as everyone else. 

DIG DEEPER:
Who were the people to whom Paul referred 
in these verses? It seems that he jumped back 
and forth between past tense and present tense. 
Did he mean a past people, a current people, or 
something else entirely? It seems plausible that 
Paul took aim at pagan culture as he found it in 
the Greco-Roman world. Many today look back 
upon the Greeks and Romans with a certain ro-
mantic fondness. They certainly left to our world 
a legacy of writing, philosophy, law, and so forth. 
But Paul also saw the degrading idolatry, the 
widespread sexual immorality, and the many 
sins that invariably thrive among unbelievers. 
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Read and become 
familiar with the ex-
tra information on FU-
SION Teaching Essen-
tial 11-4 (“Defending 
Biblical Sexuality”). 
Be ready to answer 
questions your group 
members might have 
about these issues. 
Distribute a copy to 
each group member 
to have as a resource, 
or give them the 
following link goo.gl/
ve93NF to download 
a copy. Note that 
information on one 
page of this handout 
was also used in a 
handout on week one.

Pray for and respectfully warn those who have re-
jected God’s revealed truth.

• In what ways do we see people suppressing the 
truth in our culture? (Believing and teaching 
evolution; calling the Bible’s teachings outdat-
ed and irrelevant; etc.) 

• What happens to people who continue to reject 
God and His revealed truth? (Their thinking 
becomes empty and worthless and their hearts 
are darkened; etc.)

Rejecting God’s Revealed 
Truth Leads to a Downward 
Spiral of Sin 
(Romans 1:24-32)

In the next verses, Paul stated three times that God 
gave them up or gave them over. This refers to those 
who turned away from Him. Their hearts filled with 
lust, they naturally ended up dishonoring their own 
bodies. This was no mere slip with unfortunate cir-
cumstances. They exchanged God’s truth for a lie. 
They deliberately worshiped the creature instead of 
the Creator, and God gave them up to do what they 
insisted on doing and to suffer the natural conse-
quences of doing so (verses 24-25). Many scholars 
believe that the particular impurity Paul had in 
mind here was the kind that accompanied Greek and 
Roman worship. Temple prostitution was common 
among Gentiles in Paul’s world. They exchanged the 

Our age of technology, medical advances, etc., 
should not blind us to the sinfulness of our civ-
ilization. 

APPLY IT  SG LG

FTE 11-4
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truth of God’s righteous nature for the vile sexual 
degradation of pagan idolatry. 

Having perverted their religion, people went fur-
ther and perverted their own relationships. Human 
nature, including our sexual nature, is not ours to 
define. It comes from God, and we move against it 
only with great sorrow and peril. Once people rede-
fined God and religion, however, it was easy to rede-
fine the human sexual relationship. God gave them 
up to unnatural and dishonorable passions. In the 
Greek, Paul did not use the normal terms for men 
and women. Instead, he referred to them merely as 
male and female. Homosexual activity receives no 
approval in Scripture. On the contrary, its preva-
lence in a society likely indicates a society that God 
has given over to its rebellion (verses 26-27). 

It is important, however, not to stop reading 
there, especially if we do not struggle with homo-
sexual impulses. Verse 28 begins a list of depraved 
acts that touches us all at one point or another. They 
did not acknowledge God in their religion or in their 
sexual conduct, and God gave them up yet again. The 
long list of sinful behaviors is hard to categorize or 
organize (verses 28-31). Sin is that way. It leads to 
chaos and disorder of every kind. We dare not treat 
the idolatry and homosexual behavior as warrant-
ing special condemnation while downplaying the 
seriousness of our own sins. While being firm con-
cerning the seriousness of idolatry and homosexual 
behavior, we should understand that Paul’s list of sin 
to which God gave people up goes much further than 
that. 

DIG DEEPER:
What does it mean that God gave people up? Hu-
man freedom and human will are some of God’s 
greatest gifts to humanity. We are free to choose. 
God will allow us to choose against Him. This is 
dangerous, however, as we are not neutral moral 



Lesson 11: When Truth Is Left Behind • 115 

The Parent Page 
(PP-11) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it 
at home this week. 
(Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 
password required.)

Verse 32 reveals another important fact about 
sin. Sinners were not merely insistent on doing that 
which deserves death. They also gave approval to 
others who did the same thing. Sin will always seek 
to gain the approval of others, as though a sufficient 
number of rebels can overpower or outvote the Cre-
ator of Heaven and earth. 

agents who can redefine reality. We reject obedi-
ence to God only to find ourselves in the grasp 
of insatiable sin. It drives us further and further 
away from God, and from others. 

APPLY IT  SG LG

Avoid the natural consequences of sin by living out 
God’s revealed truth, not sinful desires.

• What does it mean that God gives people over 
to their sinful desires if they keep rejecting His 
revealed truth? (He allows them to immerse 
themselves in what their sinful hearts desire, 
even though it is self-destructive and brings all 
kinds of negative consequences.)

• How do we see this downward cycle being 
played out in our culture? (The rise of belief in 
evolution; the rise of homosexuality and other 
sexual immorality; the rise of general unright- 
eousness in our culture.)

PP-11

Live It SG LG

Option 1: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 11-5 
(“Spreading the Good News”) to help your group 
members consider how they can take advantage of 

Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

http://www.D6home.com
http://www.D6home.com
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Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.

opportunities to share the gospel and help get it to 
people who need to hear. Discuss various opportu-
nities available to us, and encourage your learners to 
take advantage of at least one opportunity to spread 
the good news this week.

Option 2: Ask your learners to consider what they 
would say to respectfully and lovingly warn a neigh-
bor or coworker about the consequences of rejecting 
God and His revealed truth. You might ask them to 
write out what they would say. Encourage them to 
have one of those conversations this week.

 Option 3: Ask and discuss the following:

• Who in your sphere of influence is lost in sin?
• How could you begin a conversation with that 

person about the consequences of sin and how 
Jesus came to save him or her?

FTE 11-5
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Just One Way
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FAMILY THEME
The Only Cure for Sin

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners will understand God of-
fers forgiveness and salvation to 
every person, but only through faith 
in His Son Jesus. We look for oppor-
tunities to share how faith in Jesus 
is the only way to salvation.

STUDY TEXT
John 14:6; Romans 3:10-26; 
Galatians 2:16

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 12-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 12-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 12-3
(handout)

q	 PP-12
(Parent Page)

Key Truths
• Jesus Declared He Is the Only Way to God.
•  Every Person Has Sinned and Must Trust in Christ Alone for Salva-

tion.
•  We Are Made Right With God Through Faith in Christ, Not by Good 

Works.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to memorize John 14:6 and work with family mem-
bers to do so as well. (Learners can find this Bible Basics note on the 
FTE 12-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson affirms a truth found all through the Scriptures. God 
planned before creation to send His Son to pay the penalty for our 
sins. He offers salvation to every person through faith in His Son Je-
sus. There is no other way to be saved.
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Choose one of the 
Get Started options 
to capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teach-
ing Essential 12-1 
teaching outline can 
be used as a guide for 
teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 
users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/
fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6345.)

Option 1: Begin by asking your learners to imagine 
they are going to drive to the Grand Canyon. Could 
they choose from several roads or highways to get 
there? What about driving to Key West in the Florida 
Keys? How many roads lead to Key West? After dis-
cussion, say: For most destinations there are multiple 
roads one can take to get there. For a few, however, 
there is only one road that will take you there. Today 
we will see why there is only one way to get to Heaven.

Option 2: Ask your learners to name some of the 
religions people choose to follow. Discuss how some 
people claim that all of these religions lead to God as 
long as people are sincere in their beliefs. After dis-
cussion, say: There are many religions and religious 
leaders people can choose from. Today we will see why 
there is really only one way to get to God.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 12-1

Study the WordLG

Many people reject the exclusive claims of Christ. 
For some, the idea that there is only one way to God 
seems closed-minded and hurtful. Today we will 
look at what the Bible says about this issue, and why 
it is good news.

Jesus Declared He Is 
the Only Way to God
(John 14:6)

Although it may come as a surprise to some people, 
Jesus is the One who claimed to be the only way to 
God. Jesus declared it and the apostles proclaimed 
it (Acts 4:12). It wasn’t arrogant or self-righteous 

Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 12-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

FTE 12-2

http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
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TEACHING TIP:
Look for ways to in-
volve group members 
in the lesson. Ask 
for their opinion, let 
them read Scripture, 
have them share an 
experience they had, 
let them pair up to 
discuss a question, 
etc.

Christians who made the claim. Rather, Christians 
simply repeat what Jesus Himself said. A young man 
once asked Dr. Sean McDowell how he could claim 
that Jesus is the only way. He simply replied, “I’m not 
the source of the claim. Jesus is the One who made 
it. And the apostles, who spent time with Him, pro-
claimed it. Have you ever considered Jesus might be 
right?”

Think about it: Do any of us have the credentials 
to back up a claim to be God? No. Of course not! We 
are imperfect, sinful creations. But Jesus is the Cre-
ator (Colossians 1:16-17). He lived a sinless life (He-
brews 4:15) He performed miracles. He rose from the 
dead. He fulfilled prophecy. And He gave the world 
the greatest moral teachings. Among all who have 
ever lived, Jesus uniquely has the credentials to make 
claims about eternal life. We ought to take very seri-
ously His words about salvation.

In John 14:6, Jesus did not claim to be a way, a 
truth, and a life. No, He said, He is the Way, the 
truth, and the life and no one comes to the Father 
except through Him. This is a clear passage where 
Jesus said He is the only way of salvation. But keep 
something in mind—Jesus was not excluding anyone 
here. He was inviting everyone to believe in Him and 
experience salvation.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Help learners understand that Jesus’ claim to be 
the only way to the Father indicates that we can-
not save ourselves; we need a Savior. Encourage 
parents and grandparents to teach their families 
that sin brings terrible consequences.

Jesus had just finished telling His disciples that 
there are many dwelling places in Heaven. He was 
telling the disciples that He is the way to salvation. 
He died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins 
and made salvation possible for us. He gives us His 
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righteousness so we can stand before our holy, righ-
teous God. He invites His disciples, and ultimately 
everyone, to experience salvation. And He wishes 
that all would believe and that none would perish (2 
Peter 3:9). Christianity is not exclusive. Rather, Je-
sus told His followers to offer salvation to everyone 
(Matthew 28:18-20). If Christianity were exclusive, 
why would the apostles so eagerly spread it to all 
people everywhere?

APPLY IT  SG LG

Watch for opportunities to respectfully share Je-
sus’ claim to be the only way to God.

• Many people would say there are many ways to 
God. How would you respond to this claim?

• How would you answer someone who asked 
why Jesus is the only way? (His death and resur-
rection was God’s chosen way to save us; Jesus 
paid the penalty we owed for our sins; He gives 
us His righteousness that is necessary to be in 
God’s presence; etc.)

Every Person Has Sinned and 
Must Trust in Christ Alone for 
Salvation
(Romans 3:10-26)

Jesus said that if people do not believe He is who He 
said He is, they will die in their sins (John 8:24). Sin 
is not a small thing. It is the ultimate human pre-
dicament that leads to eternal separation from God. 
In fact, sin is characteristic of a heart in rebellion 
against God. And we can’t save ourselves through 
good works. We must trust in what Jesus did for us.

When a doctor makes a diagnosis and tells his 
patient the only treatment that is effective, he is not 
being exclusive or arrogant, but instead he is being 
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truthful and caring. Jesus and His apostles were 
acting in a similar fashion when they told people to 
repent of their sins. If people are “sick” and headed 
for destruction, as the Bible proclaims, then direct-
ing them to the proper “treatment” is the loving and 
truthful thing to do.

DIG DEEPER:
Jesus often spoke of the core problem for human 
beings, that is, hearts that are in rebellion against 
God. Jesus made it clear that it is not what goes 
into a man that defiles him, but what comes out 
of the heart (Mark 7:14-23). As human beings, we 
have hearts and minds that are rebellious against 
God. Many today downplay human sinfulness. 
People say things like, “Well, I’m only human, we 
all make mistakes. Nobody is perfect.” But Jesus 
said our heart condition is much worse than a 
small blemish or an imperfection. Every human 
sins, missing the mark of how God calls us to 
live and falling short of His perfect standard. No 
amount of good works can make up for the sins 
we have already committed. This sin separates 
us from God and there is nothing we can do to 
make this right on our own. This is why we need 
Jesus, the One who paid the penalty for our sins 
and brings us back into right relationship with 
God. See the following Scriptures for more on 
our sin and Christ’s remedy: Isaiah 53:6; John 
1:29; Romans 3:23, 5:12, 6:23; and 1 John 1:10.

The apostle Paul echoed Jesus’ diagnosis in the 
book of Romans. He used various Old Testament 
passages to make the point that no person is right- 
eous, not even one. No one really seeks after God on 
his or her own. Every human has turned away from 
God, and no one is truly good (Romans 3:10-12). A 
few verses later he declared that every single per-
son has sinned and fallen short of God’s glory and 
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perfect standard (Romans 3:23). This means all. Ev-
eryone. Everybody. No exceptions. It means you and 
it means me.

It is clear that every one of us is a sinner. And what 
happens to sinners? Sin results in spiritual death 
(Romans 6:23a). We need to be rescued from spiri-
tual death. Thankfully, Paul also pointed out that we 
can receive life again in Christ Jesus (Romans 6:23b). 
This is a diagnosis with a cure! Paul makes this clear 
in Romans 10:9. All we have to do is confess and be-
lieve.

Remembering how rebellious our hearts were be-
fore we placed our trust in Jesus can help us truly 
appreciate the greatness of salvation. Just as a jeweler 
often places a diamond on a black cloth to demon-
strate its brilliance, so the wonder of our salvation 
is portrayed when contrasted with our sin before we 
knew Jesus.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Acknowledge your sin and live in gratitude for the 
salvation Christ alone gives us.

• When did you first realize you were a sinner in 
need of salvation? How did you respond?

• How does gratitude for what Christ has done for 
us motivate us to live for Him?

We Are Made Right With 
God Through Faith In Christ, 
Not by Good Works
(Galatians 2:16)

The word gospel means good news. It is the good 
news of what Christ has done for us, which includes 
the good news of our salvation. Even though we can-
not earn our own salvation, God has made a way 
through Jesus Christ for us to experience forgive-
ness.
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Galatians 2:16 tells us that no person can be jus-
tified by keeping God’s Law and doing good works. 
Instead, we are saved by faith in Jesus Christ. We 
believe in Christ Jesus and are justified by faith in 
Him, not by the works of the Law. No human being 
will be justified by doing good works. In order to un-
derstand what this verse is saying, it is very import-
ant to understand what we mean by “justification.” 
Justification addresses how we sinful humans come 
into the presence of a holy God. Since God is holy 
and we are sinful, we are under wrath and judgment, 
incapable of erasing our own debt. Justification is the 
term we use to describe Christ’s work to pay our debt 
and declare us innocent in God’s eyes. Since Jesus 
paid for our sins on the cross, if we trust in Him for 
salvation God no longer sees us as sinners. Instead 
He sees the righteousness of Christ in us.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Help learners understand that Galatians 2:26 
makes it clear we cannot earn our salvation, and 
that God offers salvation and forgiveness through 
faith in Jesus Christ. Encourage parents and 
grandparents to share this key truth with their 
families.

This is called the “marvelous exchange.” Jesus 
took on and bore our sin so we could have His right- 
eousness and stand forgiven before God (2 Corinthi-
ans 5:21). Jesus willingly stepped into our place so 
we could be in His place. This doesn’t just mean God 
fails to see our sin anymore. It is so much more than 
that. Not only does God not see our sin, He instead 
sees the righteousness of Jesus. Our debt isn’t just 
paid—it is paid in full! Romans 3:21-26 explains this 
process in more detail. Verse 24 says we are justified 
by grace through the redemption we have by being 
in Christ Jesus. It goes on to say this process makes 
it possible for God to remain righteous even while 
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The Parent Page 
(PP-12) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it 
at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 
password required.)

declaring righteous the one who places his or her 
faith in Jesus. This marvelous exchange allows God 
to be the author of salvation and also remain holy. 
He is righteous and declares us righteous.

DIG DEEPER:
Many people think the New Testament’s idea of 
salvation and justification through faith is dif-
ferent from the Old Testament’s way of salvation. 
Yet Romans 4 tells us it was Abraham’s faith, not 
his works, that justified him in the sight of God 
(Romans 4:1-12). He believed what God said and 
that was counted or credited to him as right- 
eousness (Genesis 15:5-6). Paul also quoted Da-
vid who spoke of the blessing of being forgiven 
and having our sins covered by faith apart from 
works (Psalm 32:1-2). No one has ever been able 
to work for his or her salvation. Salvation has al-
ways been by faith—believing that God will do 
what He said He would do.

But what about us today? Must we earn salvation? 
No! Ephesians 2:8-9 says that salvation is a gift from 
God, not by our works. We simply need to personal-
ly trust Christ to save us. We therefore cannot brag 
about our spiritual accomplishments. We should be 
humbled at what God has done for us, and as a result, 
do good works out of gratitude, not duty (Ephesians 
2:10).

APPLY IT  SG LG

Trust only in Jesus’ work on the cross and share the 
good news with others.

• How would you explain how good works fit into 
the Christian life? (We do good works out of 
appreciation for what Christ has done for us, 
not to try to earn His favor and salvation.)

PP-12

http://www.D6home.com
http://www.D6home.com
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

• Why is salvation by faith in Christ alone such 
good news? (We can be saved even though we 
fall short of God’s perfect standard; Jesus paid 
the penalty we owed for our sins; etc.)

Live It SG LG

Option 1: Ask your learners to name things we can 
do to show our gratitude and appreciation for what 
Jesus has done for us. After listing several examples, 
encourage your learners to choose one or two ways 
they will demonstrate appreciation this week for all 
Christ has done for them.

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 12-3 
(“The Nature of Salvation”) to help your learners 
think through some of the key truths concerning 
how we can be made right with God. You might want 
to let learners work on the handout together in small 
groups, and then come back together to discuss it. 
Encourage learners to look for opportunities to dis-
cuss these truths with people they come in contact 
with.

Option 3: Discuss with your learners the magni-
tude of what Christ did for us. He, who had no sin, 
suffered and died so we could be forgiven. Discuss 
proper ways we should respond to this truth. En-
courage learners to respond in some of those ways 
this week and to share the good news of what Christ 
has done for us with someone who needs to hear.

FTE 12-3

Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.
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Enemies No More
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FAMILY THEME
Justified by Faith

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners will see that those who 
are justified by faith in Christ can 
live for Him with joy and hope be-
cause they are at peace with God.

STUDY TEXT
Romans 5:1-21

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 13-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 13-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 13-3
(handout)

q	 FTE 13-4
(poster)

q	 FTE 13:5
(handout)

q	 PP-13
(Parent Page)

Key Truths
• Those Justified by Faith in Christ Have Peace With God.
• Jesus Brings Grace and Abundant Life to Those Who Trust in Him.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to review the names and order of books nine 
through fourteen of the Old Testament (1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, 
and 1 and 2 Chronicles) this week and to work with family members to 
do so as well. (Learners can find this Bible Basics note on the FTE 13-2 
student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
Paul wrote this letter to Christians in Rome around 57 AD. He wrote 
from Corinth during his third missionary journey taking the gospel to 
Gentiles who needed to hear.
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Choose one of the 
Get Started options 
to capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started.

Option 1: Write the word Peace on the marker-
board and ask your learners what comes to mind 
when they think of Peace. How would they define 
Peace? After discussion, say: The Bible tells us our 
sins separate us from God and make us His enemies. 
Today we will see how Christ’s death on the cross al-
lows us to have peace with God, enemies no more.

Option 2: Ask your group members to share 
about when they saw or read about adversaries who 
put their differences aside and reconciled to one an-
other. What was the situation? How were they able to 
reconcile? After discussion, say: The Bible tells us our 
sins separate us from God and make us His enemies. 
Today we will see how Christ’s death on the cross al-
lows us to be reconciled to God, enemies no more.

Study the WordLG

Get StartedSG LG

Paul took great care to establish the fact that justifi-
cation only comes by faith, rather than by works or 
good deeds. He is now ready to consider some specif-
ic results of that justification.

Those Justified by Faith in 
Christ Have Peace With God
(Romans 5:1-11)

Therefore, in verse 1, refers to what Paul established 
in the previous chapters: that we are justified by 
faith, not by works or righteous acts. This justifica-
tion produces results that contrast very clearly with 
the results of justification we attempt through works. 
First, justification by faith brings us peace with God, 
through Christ (verse 1). This peace does not mean 

Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching Es-
sential 13-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

FTE 13-2
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The FUSION Teach-
ing Essential 13-1 
teaching outline can 
be used as a guide for 
teaching this lesson. 
Teaching outlines 
are also available 
as editable Word 
documents. Print 
users can go to www.
d6curriculum.com/
fusion. (Download 
code: FUTU 6345.)

a mere state of emotion or some kind of inner peace. 
Nor does it mean a state of non-hostility between 
two parties who are nonetheless still at odds. It 
means that there is no further reason for contention 
between God and believers. There is nothing left to 
separate us. It is an objective fact, not depending on 
whether we feel at peace on the inside.

It also brings us into grace. God’s favor is upon 
the believer. We could never hope to stand before a 
holy God in the strength of our own merits. Standing 
before God comes through faith (verse 2). We do not 
now know God’s glory as we would like, but through 
faith, we have the confident assurance of seeing it, 
and that leads us to rejoice.

If we rejoice in the hope of God’s glory, we can 
also rejoice even in our suffering (verse 3). The suf-
fering Paul has in mind results from external forces, 
not from mental turmoil or anguish. It comes from 
opposition and even mistreatment by those who do 
not believe. For first century believers, it often meant 
the loss of material wealth in one way or another. 
How could anyone rejoice at such suffering? While it 
took away some of this world’s things, it built up and 
increased something the world can never diminish: 
character. When believers die, they take nothing 
from this world with them to Heaven. However, the 
Christian character that has developed within them 
through endurance in the faith remains intact (verse 
4). That character produces hope, the kind that will 
have nothing to be ashamed of before God (verse 5). 
Paul described the work of the Holy Spirit as pouring 
out God’s love into our hearts. He does not dose it 
out drop by drop. No, he pours it out, as someone 
might liberally pour water onto a campfire. The Holy 
Spirit floods us with God’s love.

Weak in verse 6 describes a sick person who is 
feeble and without strength. When we were sick, 
eaten up with sin, Christ died for sinners. Dying for 
someone else is not completely unheard of among 
human beings. There are those rare occasions when 
someone would risk his or her own life for another 

TEACHING TIP:
Put in the study 
time to know what 
the Scriptures say, 
and then live it out. 
Your teaching will be 
more effective if your 
learners see you are 
growing and seeking 
to live by the Word 
you teach.

FTE 13-1

http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
http://www.d6curriculum.com/fusion
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Distribute a copy 
of FTE 13-3 to each 
learner to help them 
understand impor- 
tant theological 
terms every believer 
should know.

person, but they remain exceptional (verse 7). That is 
not what we see with Christ when He gave Himself 
for us. We were not worthy. Indeed, we were still in 
rebellion against God. Yet Jesus died for us, proving 
God’s great love for us (verse 8).

FTE 13-3

DIG DEEPER:
Paul’s letter to the Romans is rich in theological 
imagery and terms. Believers should understand 
the meanings of these terms:

• Trespass: We have gone beyond God’s “No 
trespassing” sign. We have stepped over 
the line, in willful disobedience. It is not 
a shortcoming. This is sin that can be mea-
sured, or at least identified as such, because 
of God’s explicit command otherwise.

• Condemnation: As in a court of law, we are 
guilty before a holy God. This means living 
under God’s wrath both in this life and in 
the world to come.

• Atonement: Something had to be done 
about sin. God’s very nature required it. 
If in nature, every action has an equal and 
opposite reaction, so we see in things of the 
spirit: sin requires a payment or covering. 
Jesus paid the price.

• Justification: Still using court of law lan-
guage, this means we have been acquitted 
or declared not guilty. This frees us up to 
live in fellowship and right standing with 
God, in this life and the next.

• Reconciliation: We were adversaries of 
God, having rebelled against Him. We do 
not merely have a declaration of the end of 
hostilities. God, through Christ, has re-
moved the very cause of the conflict—our 
sin against Him and His nature. We are 
brought back together at last.
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Display the FUSION 
Teaching Essential 
13-4 (“No Longer 
Enemies”) poster to 
reinforce the truths 
of this lesson.

Justified was a familiar word for people in the 
Roman judicial system. We can think of it as being 
acquitted, found not guilty, and declared righteous 
by God Himself. Paul made an important point in 
verses 9-10: God sent Jesus to die for us, even when 
we were God’s enemies. If He did that for enemies, 
what should we expect from Him now that He has 
pronounced us not guilty? For Paul, justification, 
our initial not guilty verdict, was not the end, but 
rather the beginning of something.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that the fact that the blood of Christ 
is necessary for justification reminds us that 
we cannot save ourselves, we need a Savior. En-
courage parents and grandparents to teach this 
foundational truth to their children and grand-
children.

Verse 10 reveals just a bit of what that special 
something is: reconciliation. Previous enemies are 
now friends. Our relationship with God has changed 
because of the not guilty verdict. We are now free to 
live as God’s friends, reconciled to Him. Sinful be-
havior merits God’s anger, His wrath. Yet, because 
of justification (not guilty!), we need no longer live 
life hoping to avoid God’s gaze lest He spot what we 
are really like inside. Rejoicing is entirely appropri-
ate (verse 11)! With God, our sins are no longer held 
against us. We should demonstrate a willingness to 
forgive and not hold people’s past sins against them, 
starting in our own families.

FTE 13-4

DIG DEEPER:
In Romans 4, before today’s passage, Paul spoke 
at length about Abraham. We should note that 
Abraham came hundreds of years before God 
gave the Law to Moses. Yet Abraham knew 
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Live at peace with God, loving Him, thanking 
Him, and serving Him.

• What does it mean to be justified in God’s eyes? 
(God sees people as not guilty because of their 
faith in Christ and what He has done for them.) 
How does justification bring us peace with God? 
(The sin that separated us from God has been 
forgiven and removed.)

• How does it feel to be at peace with God?

Jesus Brings Grace and 
Abundant Life to Those 
Who Trust in Him
(Romans 5:2, 12-21)

In this next section, Paul traced a spiritual symme-
try, comparing and contrasting the results of Adam’s 
sin and Jesus’ righteousness. Why are all people sin-
ners? We inherit the sin nature through Adam (verse 
12). Theologians offer different explanations for how 
this works, but the basic fact remains a cardinal 

about sin. Scripture tells us that Abraham be-
lieved God, and God counted that as righteous-
ness for him. This is one of the earlier pictures 
of living by faith in Scripture. In Romans 4 Paul 
highlighted the fact that Abraham’s faith and 
righteousness came about before God assigned 
to him the rite and duty of circumcision, which 
also found its way into the Law of Moses. In 
other words, Abraham found himself justified 
before God through His belief about what God 
said, his faith. According to Paul, it is through 
faith, like Abraham, that we can receive God’s 
righteousness as he did.

APPLY IT  SG LG
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teaching of the Christian faith. A sinful nature has 
been passed on to all people born from Adam, and 
sin has always brought death.

Some careful readers may have asked Paul, “Well, 
what about those people who lived after Adam, but 
before Moses gave the people God’s Law? How could 
God hold that against them?” In verses 13-14, Paul 
explained the difference between sin and breaking 
the Mosaic Law. For Paul, it was clear that people 
sinned in the years between Adam and Moses—they 
all died because of sin, even if they did not know all 
the stipulations of the Law. Earlier, Paul established 
that everyone had the moral law of God written on 
their hearts and knew right from wrong (Romans 
2:14-15). There was plenty of sin before Moses, along 
with its tragic results. The judgment of the Flood 
was a worldwide demonstration of God’s holding 
people accountable for sin before the Law was writ-
ten. The point of Paul’s argument in these verses is 
that the problem and consequence of sin flowed from 
one person—Adam—to all people. In contrast, the 
remedy for sin also flows from one person—Jesus 
Christ—to all people.

Adam trespassed, that is, he willfully went against 
God’s explicit command. It brought death to all who 
came from him afterward. But the actions of Jesus 
have brought abundant life for all who come from 
Him afterward. The gift of salvation came along in 
human history, following thousands of years of hu-
man sin, bringing forgiveness and justification. In-
heriting death through Adam pales in comparison 
to inheriting abundant grace and righteousness for 
living through Jesus Christ (verses 15-17).

If we want to object that Adam’s disobedience 
should not affect us, then how could we claim that 
Christ’s obedience should affect us? The principle 
holds true for both cases: one person’s actions bring 
dramatic effects upon others, for evil or for good 
(verses 18-19). Did the law actually create more sin 
(increase the trespass)? No, it increased the trespass 
by making it more evident to us. The sin was there 
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The Parent Page 
(PP-13) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it 
at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 
password required.)

already; the law put the spotlight on it (verses 20-21). 
Yet even in those years, God was gracious, dealing 
with people in view of what Jesus would accomplish. 
Our faith, in our time, looks back on what Jesus did. 
In both cases, the righteousness comes from Christ, 
not from human endeavor.

DIG DEEPER:
Some have objected that it is somehow unfair for 
God to count us as sinners because of something 
Adam did so long ago. We should note, how- 
ever, that God does not need Adam’s sin in or-
der to pronounce our guilt. Even if God put aside 
the guilt that comes through fallen sinful nature 
(and some theologians believe this to be the 
case), without fail we show ourselves to be sin-
ners through our own choices and actions. Our 
own unavoidable pull toward sin would seem to 
be a major demonstration of our fallen nature, 
even without what Paul said in Romans 5. Or we 
could put it another way: what evidence can we 
call upon in our own lives to claim that without 
Adam’s choice, we would have “done it right,” so 
to speak, without sin? Honest people will admit 
that they have no such evidence, no reason to be-
lieve that in Adam’s place they would have cho-
sen better. We should be careful what we wish 
for. If we are not to share in Adam’s legacy, then 
by all rights we will not share in Christ’s lega-
cy either. We would find ourselves once again, 
by our own choices and actions, separated from 
fellowship with God, but with no hope of recon-
ciliation.

Look at all the grace, forgiveness, and life that 
came through what Jesus did. Our part is to spare no 
effort at showing His love and grace to those around 
us. We live expectantly, eager to see what God will 
do.

PP-13
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

Stand firm and joyful in the free gift of grace we 
have through Jesus.  

• How does faith in Christ give us access to grace? 
(It removes our sin so that we are no longer 
God’s enemies; in Christ we are given abun-
dant life.)

• How would you contrast what all people have 
because of Adam’s sin with what we can have 
through faith in Christ?

Live It SG LG

APPLY IT  SG LG

Option 1: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 13-5 
(“Responding to God’s Grace”) to help your group 
members think through how we should respond to 
the wonderful grace God has shown us in Christ. 
Have group members list as many responses as pos-
sible, and then discuss the list. Encourage them to 
choose one or two responses to put into practice this 
week.

Option 2: Discuss with your group how being at 
peace with God should affect our attitudes and out-
looks on life. After discussion, ask your group mem-
bers to think about specific ways they will more fully 
reflect that they are at peace with God this week.

FTE 13-5
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Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.

Option 3: Ask and discuss the following:

• How will you respond this week to the won-
derful grace God has poured out in your life 
through Christ?

• Who in your sphere of influence needs to be at 
peace with God? How will you seek to share with 
that person how he or she can have that peace?
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