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Words in italics are from the author of this document.  All others come from the GMC 
catechism or the Transitional Book of Doctrines and Discipline.   

 

Discover Discipleship and Membership at FMC Bryan 
 
We believe there is nothing more important in life than your personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ and the salvation He offers by grace through faith.  (John 3:16) 
 
We believe the ultimate mission of First Methodist Church of Bryan is to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ. We believe nothing is more important than this great commission.  
(Matthew 28:16-20) 
 
We believe disciples of Jesus keep the great commandment: “And you shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength.’  (Mark 12:30) 
 
We believe disciples of Jesus keep the commandments of God which were summarized 
by Jesus: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  (Matthew 22:34-40) 
 
We believe Jesus calls us to make a difference as His disciples in our community by doing 
“all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places 
you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.” 
(John 15) 
 
We believe our mission field is best described by the founder of Methodism, John Wesley, 
when he proclaimed: “The world is my parish."  As an affiliate member congregation of 
the Global Methodist Church (GMC) we join together with brothers and sisters in Christ 
around the globe because the world is our parish.  Our world starts with our friends, 
relatives, acquaintances, and neighbors, but we believe the whole world needs salvation 
which Jesus Christ alone offers.  (see the entire Book of Acts) 
 
What you believe matters. Every statement of this introduction to “Discover Discipleship 
and Membership” begins with “We believe.”  What you believe matters.  Your beliefs 
determine what you will do in life.  Your beliefs define your character, your life purpose 
and your daily life.  Everything you do is predicated on what you believe.  You believe 
“clothes make the man.”  So, you wear clothes.  We are grateful.  You believe you need 
food for your body so you eat.  You believe you need food for your soul so you eat true 
soul food, spiritual truth from God’s Word.  
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What you believe matters.  It’s why we choose certain careers.  It’s why we fight wars to 
stop Marxism, fascism, and communism and other tyrannical usurpations of power. It’s 
why you raise your children and grandchildren with a desire for education and to have 
wholesome character. 
 
What we believe as a church matters!  We are committed to every member of the church 
knowing what we believe and fully understanding their commitment to Christ and this 
church family.  So, I have developed this “Discover Discipleship and Membership” training 
guide to help you: 
  

(1) Know the vows of baptism and what they mean 
(2) Know the vows of membership and what they mean 
(3) Know the catechism of the Global Methodist Church 
(4) Know the expectations of church membership 

A. Know our “Plan of Discipleship” and how you can grow in your faith 
B. Know how the membership vows are lived out in our church family 
 

My methodology to help you understand the vows of baptism and membership is to merge 
the questions and answers of the catechism of the Global Methodist Church into the vows 
taken upon baptism and membership so that when you are asked the vows you can have 
a greater understanding of our doctrines and beliefs.  You can access the entire GMC 
catechism at this link:            
 
https://globalmethodist.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Transitional-Discipline.20211010-1.pdf 
 
The Transitional Book of Doctrines and Discipline of the Global Methodist Church 
contains paragraphs that delineate vows of baptism and vows of membership in two 
different sections (par. 316 and par. 319).  There are a total of five vows taken upon 
baptism and five vows taken for membership into the church.  Some of the vows are 
redundant, but all are important.  Why are they redundant?  Because the vows of baptism 
may be given to anyone at any time and do not require someone to join a local church.  
Methodists accept the baptism of anyone who was baptized in the name of the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Therefore, we do not rebaptize anyone, but we affirm your 
baptism as an outward sign of an inward and spiritual grace that marks or identifies you 
as part of the Christian community.  Jewish people used circumcision as that mark while 
Christians offer the sacrament of baptism.  Circumcision nor baptism can save anyone 
who does not place their faith in Jesus the Messiah.  So, if you have already been 
baptized, then you may join the church by simply affirming the membership vows. If you 
have not already been baptized, then it will be our joy to celebrate this holy event publicly 
as you profess your saving faith in Jesus Christ.  Although we cannot rebaptize, we do 

https://globalmethodist.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Transitional-Discipline.20211010-1.pdf
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offer a service in which we rededicate our lives to Christ called a “remembrance of your 
baptism.”   

 
 

Vows of Baptism 
   
¶ 316. BAPTISMAL VOWS. In faithfulness with early Christian practice as well as the 
Wesleyan tradition, those wishing to receive the Sacrament of Holy Baptism within the 
Global Methodist Church shall first be asked the following questions:  
 
Do you renounce the devil and all his works, and reject the evil powers of this world?  

I renounce them.  
 
To renounce means to reject or repudiate.  The Bible describes the world we live in as 
“this present darkness” (Ephesians 6:12).  John Wesley said it was the responsibility of 
Methodist preachers to preach salvation in Christ alone by proclaiming that all need to 
flee “the wrath to come” which is God’s judgment and final reckoning upon humanity for 
eternity.  Evil exists in this present darkness because sin (the original sin) entered the 
world through Adam and Eve who gave into temptation from a fallen angel (Lucifer who 
is described as the serpent).  This deceiver is called the prince of this world. (Ephesians 
2:2) Martin Luther called him the “prince of darkness grim.”  We believe that when Christ 
Jesus returns, He shall defeat this enemy just as Jesus has already defeated death and 
sin.  We await the return of our Lord while we fight the good fight (1 Timothy 6:12) and 
put our “armor on” (Ephesians 6). 
 
The answers to the first question prior to baptism are found in the GMC catechism and 
the numbers are kept as they are enumerated in the GMC catechism for easy 
reference.      
 
5. What is God’s relation to heaven and earth? God is Creator, Sovereign, and 
Preserver of all things. (Gen. 1:1-31; Deut. 4:39; 1 Kgs. 8:23; Neh. 9:6; Ps. 8:1; Prov. 
16:9; Isa. 44:24; Acts 17:24; Rom. 8:28; Rev. 4:11; CoF I.)  
 
6. How does God rule heaven and earth? God rules with gracious regard for the well-
being and salvation of all, to the glory of his name. (Exod. 34:6; Ps. 104:31, 116:5; Joel 
2:13; Mic. 7:18-20; John 3:16; Eph. 2:4-7; 2 Pet. 3:9; CoF I.)  
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17. Who is under judgment? All stand under the righteous judgment of Jesus Christ 
both now and in the last day. (Matt. 7:21-23; 25:31-46; John 5:22-29; Acts 10:42; 17:30-
31; 2 Cor. 5:10; CoF XII.)  
 
18. Are we made righteous by works? No. We are never made righteous inwardly nor 
accounted righteous before God through our works or merit. (Luke 5:32; Rom. 3:21-30; 
4:2-5; 11:6; Gal. 2:15-16; Eph. 2:8-10; Titus 2:14; 3:4-7; 1 John 1:9; CoF IX.)  
 
19. How can we escape the wrath of God? God justifies, or accounts righteous, penitent 
sinners who confess faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. (John 3:36; Rom 3:21-30; 4:6-8; 5:6-
11; Eph. 1:7-14; 2:3-7; 5:5-10; Col. 3:5-17; 1 Thess. 5:8-10; CoF IX.)  
 
35. What is our greatest hope? We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. (John 6:39-40; 11:25-26; Rom. 6:5-8; 8:22-23; 1 Cor. 15:20-23, 50-
55; Phil. 3:10-12, 20-21; 1 Thess. 4:13-18.)  
 
36. What are the two ultimate outcomes facing humanity? The righteous rise to eternal 
life and the wicked to eternal condemnation. (Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43; 25:31-46; John 
5:25-29; Rev. 20:11-15; 21:1-8; 22:1-5; CoF XII.)  
 
54. What is Salvation? By salvation, we mean, more than the promise of eternal life, but 
a present deliverance from sin, a restoration of the soul to its original purity; a recovery 
of the divine nature; in righteousness and true holiness, in justice, mercy and truth. 1 
(Rom. 5:10; 2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 5:22-25; Titus 2:11-12, 3:5; 1 Peter 2:24; 1 John 1:9, 2:2.)  
 
64. Can we lose our salvation? Yes. We believe, although we have experienced 
regeneration, it is possible to depart from grace and fall into sin. (John 15:1-6; 1 Cor. 
9:27; 10:11-12; 2 Cor. 11:3; Rom. 11:19-22; Gal. 5:4; 1 Thess. 3:8; 1 Tim. 1:18-20; 4:1-
2; 5:15; 2 Tim. 3:1-5; 4:3-4; Heb. 2:1-4; 3:12-14; 6:1-6; 2 Pet. 2:1-3, 20-21; 3:17; Rev. 
2:4-5; 3:11; CoF IX.)  
 
75. How shall we hold on to such a blessing? We must respond wholly to the will of God 
so that sin will lose its power over us; and the world, the flesh, and the devil are put 
under our feet. (Deut. 30:19-20; Josh 24:15; Ps. 37; Prov. 3:5-8; Matt. 8:18-22; Mark 
8:34-38; Rom. 12:1; 16:20; Jas. 4:8; CoF XI.)  
 
76. How do we have victory over the world, the flesh, and the devil? With watchfulness 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. (Deut. 6:16-19; Matt. 24:36-51; 25:1-13; Luke 
21:34-36; 1 Pet. 1:13-16; 5:8-9; CoF XI.)  
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The second question prior to baptism is asking someone if they repent of sin, believe in 
Jesus and confess Jesus as Lord (God) and Savior.   
 
Do you repent of your sin, turn to Jesus Christ, and confess Him as your Lord and 
Savior? I do.  
 
To repent means to turn around and start going down the right path.  Repent means 
admitting to God and to yourself that you are living your life outside God’s boundaries 
(God’s will) in thoughts, words and deeds.  To repent is to agree with God about God’s 
holy will and leave the wide path that leads to destruction in order to begin walking a 
narrow path and following Jesus with your whole life.  
 
46. What is the natural state of humanity? We believe humanity is fallen from 
righteousness and, apart from the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, is destitute of 
holiness and inclined to evil. (Gen. 6:5; Ps. 51:5; Eccl. 9:3; Jer. 17:9-10; Rom. 3:23; 
5:12-14; Eph. 2:1-3; 1 John 1:8; CoF VII.)  
 
47. Can we free ourselves from the misery of this condition? No. In our own strength, 
without divine grace, we cannot do good works pleasing and acceptable to God. (Ps. 
51:5; John 6:63; Rom. 7:14-24; Gal. 5:17; Eph. 2:1; CoF VII.)  
 
48. Who then can be saved? With mortals it is impossible, but with God all things are 
possible. (Matt. 19:26; John 3:5, 16, 36; 5:24; 6:40; 8:51; 11:25-26; Rom. 5:8; Gal. 2:21; 
Eph. 2:1-10; 2 Tim. 1:9; Titus 3:5.)  
 
55. How does God lead us to repentance? God’s convincing grace awakens in us a 
desire to flee the wrath to come and enables us to begin to fear God and work 
righteousness. (Hos. 6:1; Mic. 4:1-2; Hab. 2:4; Zech. 8:20-23; John 16:8; Eph. 2:4-5; 2 
Cor. 7:9-10; Heb. 13:18; D&D §102.)  
 
7. Do you believe in Jesus Christ? Yes. I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son 
of God. (Mark 9:7; Matt. 3:17; John 3:16; Acts 2:36; Rom. 10:9; 1 Cor. 8:6; Phil. 2:11; 
Jude 1:4.)  
 
8. Is Jesus the Son God? Yes. The Son is eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father. (Luke 10:22; John 1:1, 14, 18; 8:12; 10:30; Phil. 2:6; Col. 1:15, 19; 2:9; Heb. 
1:1-5.)  
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9. What is the Son’s role in creation? Through Him all things were made. (John 1:3; 1 
Cor. 8:6; Col. 1:16-17; Heb. 1:2.) For us and for our salvation He came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.  
 
10. Why did the Son of God become human? For us and for our salvation. (John 3:17; 
14:6; Acts 4:12; 16:30-31; Rom. 3:21-26; 10:9; Titus 3:6-7; Heb. 7:25.)  
 
11. How did the Son of God become human? He came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. (Matt. 1:18; 
Luke 1:30-35; John 1:1-2, 14; Rom. 1:3-4; Gal. 4:4; Phil. 2:6-8; 1 John 1:1-3, 4:2.)  
 
12. Who is Jesus Christ? The Son of God and our Lord Jesus Christ are one person in 
whom the divine and human natures are perfectly and inseparably united. (Isa. 9:6; 
Matt. 1:20-23; John 1:14, 14:9-11; Rom. 1:3-4; Col. 1:15-20; 1 Tim. 3:16; Heb 1:1-3; 
CoF II.)  
 
56. How does God reconcile us to himself? God’s justifying grace works by faith to bring 
reconciliation to God through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ. (Isa. 53:4-6, 12; John 
3:16; Rom. 5:10-11; 2 Cor. 5:18-19; Eph. 2:13-16; Col. 1:19-20; Heb. 2:17; D&D §102.)  
 
57. Is Christ’s atoning sacrifice for all humanity? Yes. The offering Christ freely made on 
the cross is the perfect and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. (Gen. 
12:3; Isa. 56:8; John 1:29; 3:16-17; 5:24; 8:12; 11:25; 12:32; Rom. 8:11; 2 Cor. 5:14-15; 
1 Tim. 2:3-6; Heb. 2:9; 10:12; 2 Pet. 3:9; 1 John 1:9; 2:2; CoF VIII.)  
 
58. Does God require any other sacrifice? No. Christ’s offering redeems us from all sin, 
so that no other satisfaction is required. (Deut. 10:12- 13; Rom. 3:21-26; 1 Tim. 2:5-6; 
Heb. 10:12-14; CoF VIII.)  
 
59. What does this justification do? It grants us pardon for sin. (Gen. 15:6; Ps 32:1-2; 
John 1:29; Rom. 1:16-17; 4:6-8; 5:9; Heb. 9:26; 1 Pet. 1:18-19; 2:24; 1 John 2:2; 4:10; 
D&D §102.)  
 
60. How can we be assured of this pardon? God’s Spirit witnesses with our spirit that 
we are children of God. (Rom. 8:15-17; Gal. 3:26; 4:6-7; Eph. 1:13-14; 2 Tim. 1:7; Heb. 
10:15-17; D&D §102.)  
 
61. Is salvation only pardon and assurance? No. By regeneration, God renews us in 
righteousness through Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Ezek. 36:26-27; 1 
Cor. 2:14-16; Gal. 2:20; 5:16-25; Eph 2:1-5; Titus 3:4-7; 2 Pet.1:4; CoF IX.)  
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65. Are those who have fallen from grace forever condemned? No. They may even 
then, by the grace of God, be renewed in righteousness. (Deut. 4:29-31; 30:1-4; Ps. 
51:12; Amos 9:14; Rom. 8:35-39; Gal. 6:1; Jas. 5:19-20; Jude 22-23; CoF IX.)  
 
Baptism candidates are asked three more questions and since these three questions are 
asked in similar ways in the membership vows section, we refer you to the questions and 
answers within the section on membership vows.  
 
Do you receive and profess the Christian faith as contained in the Holy Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments? I do.  
 
See Membership Vows question # 3. 
 
Do you accept the responsibility to resist evil, injustice, and oppression by the grace and 
power of God? I do.  
 
See Membership Vows question # 2. 

 
Will you obediently keep God’s holy will and commandments, and walk in them all the 
days of your life by the grace and power of God? I will.  
 
See Membership Vows question #4. 
 
 
Those who present candidates for Holy Baptism who are unable to answer for 
themselves will also be asked this question:  
 
Question to parents or guardians:  
 
Will you nurture these children (persons) in Christ’s Holy Church, that by your teaching 
and example they may be guided to accept God’s grace for themselves, profess their faith 
openly, and lead a Christian life? I (We) will.  
 
We believe there are three commitments being made at a child’s baptism.   
(1) The Lord has given the parents this precious gift of life; therefore, baptism is a 

time to give thanks to God who is covering this child with prevenient grace.  
(2) The parents are making a commitment to bring their child up in the Christian faith 

so that their child may confess saving faith in Christ at some point in their 
childhood or certainly to affirm their faith in Christ through confirmation classes.   
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(3) The church is making a commitment to offer Christian education classes such as 
Sunday School classes and VBS as well as a program of spiritual formation to  
support the parents in raising their child in the Christian faith. 

 
The congregation is then asked to affirm their commitment to support the baptismal 
candidate in the faith.   
 
Question to the congregation:  
 
Will you who witness these vows encourage [these persons] in the faith and do all in 
your power to support [these persons] in [their] life in Christ? We will.  
 
Baptismal candidates (or those presenting candidates unable to answer for themselves) 
are then asked to confess their faith as contained in the Holy Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments.  
 
Question to baptismal candidates or those presenting candidates for baptism:  
 
Do you believe in God the Father?  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ?  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, [who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come again 
to judge the living and the dead.] 
 
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, [the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.]  
 
 
The Apostles’ Creed is a trinitarian creed that outlines basic tenets of Christian theology.  
After affirming belief in basic Christian doctrine, having repented of sin (if the person is of 
age or of sound mind to repent), and having confessed that Jesus Christ is Lord, crucified 
and risen, a person may be baptized through one of the following modes: 
 

(1) Sprinkling of water 
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“I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, 
and from all your idols I will cleanse you.”  (Ezekiel 36:25) 

(2)  
(3) Pouring 

“‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams; even on my male servants and female servants in 
those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.”  (Acts 2:17-18, Joel 2:28-
29) 

(4) Immersion 
 

“And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  
(Acts 2:38, Matthew 3:11, Mark 1:8, Luke 3:16) 
 
 
33. Do you believe that there is but one baptism? Yes. I acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins. (Eph. 4:4-6.)  
 
34. What is Baptism? Baptism signifies entrance into the household of faith and is a 
symbol of repentance and inner cleansing from sin, a representation of the new birth in 
Christ Jesus, and a mark of Christian discipleship. (Acts 2:37-39; Rom. 6:1-5; 1 Cor. 
12:12-13; Gal. 3:27-28; Col. 2:11-14; Heb. 10:19-22; CoF VI.)  
 
38. What are the Sacraments? The Sacraments are symbols and pledges of the 
Christian's profession and of God's love toward us. (Mark 14:22-24; Matt 26:26-28; Luke 
22:19-20; John 6:53-59; Acts 2:38; Gal. 3:27; 1 Cor. 10:15-17, 11:23-25; CoF VI.)  
 
39. Are the Sacraments symbols only? No. They are means of grace by which God 
works invisibly in us, quickening, strengthening, and confirming our faith in him. (John 
6:53-58; Rom. 6:3-4; 1 Cor. 10:15-17; Col. 2:12; 1 Pet. 3:20-21; CoF VI.)  
 
40. How many Sacraments are there? Two Sacraments are ordained by Christ our Lord, 
namely Baptism and the Lord's Supper. (2 Kgs. 5:14; Isa. 44:3; Ezek. 36:25-27; Mark 
14:22-24; Matt. 26:26-28; 28:19; Luke 22:19-20; John 3:5; 6:53- 58; Acts 22:16; CoF VI.)  
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41. May we baptize children? Yes. We believe children are under the atonement of Christ 
and as heirs of the Kingdom of God are acceptable subjects for Christian Baptism. (Luke 
18:15-17; Acts 10:44-48; 16:15, 30-34; 18:8; 1 Cor. 1:16; CoF VI.)  
 
 
42. Is Baptism sufficient for salvation? No. Baptized children should be nurtured and led 
to personal acceptance of Christ, and by profession of faith confirm their Baptism. (Deut. 
6:20-25; Mark 16:16; John 1:12; 3:16; Acts 2:38; 16:29-34; Rom. 10:9-11; CoF VI.)  
 
 

Vows of Membership 
 
¶ 319. VOWS OF MEMBERSHIP. In addition to taking the vows of baptism (¶ 316) those 
wishing to become professing members of the Global Methodist Church shall be asked 
the following questions before being received into the church:  
 

(1) Do you believe in God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son, and the Holy Spirit?  
 
1. Do you believe in God? Yes. I believe in God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. (Gen. 1:1-31; 17:1; Josh. 2:11; Ps. 8:3-
8; Isa. 42:5; 1 Cor. 8:6; Eph. 4:6; Heb. 1:5; Rev 4:11; CoF I.)  
 
2. Who is God? God is the one true, holy and living God, the Eternal Spirit, the Holy 
Trinity. (Deut. 6:4; Lev. 19:2; Jer. 10:10; Matt. 28:19; John 17:3; Heb. 9:14.)  
 
3. What is the mystery of the Trinity? God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, distinct but 
inseparable, eternally one in essence and power. (Luke 3:21-22; John 15:26; Acts 2:33; 
Rom. 8:9-11; 2 Cor. 13:13; Gal. 4:4-6; Eph. 2:18; Titus 3:4-6; Heb. 9:14; 1 Pet. 1:2; CoF 
I.)  
 
4. How is God Almighty? God is infinite in power, wisdom, justice, goodness, and love. 
(Job 12:13; 42:2; Ps. 89:14; 107:1; Isa. 55:9; Jer. 32:17; Matt. 19:26; Luke 1:37, 18:7; 
Rom. 5:8, 11:33-36, 16:27; 1 John 4:7-16; CoF I.)  
 
Our Christology (doctrine on Christ) is explained in the GMC Catechism questions 7-19.  
 
20. Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? Yes. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 
of life. (Isa 11:2; 61:1; 2 Cor. 3:17-18.; John 6:63; Rom. 8:11; Gal 6:8.) (John 6:63; Rom. 
8:11; Gal 6:8.)  
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21. Is the Holy Spirit God? Yes. The Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son and with 
the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. (Matt. 28:19-20; Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 2:9-
11; 3:16; Gal 4:6) He has spoken through the prophets. (2 Sam. 23:2; Isa. 61:1-3; Zech 
7:12; Matt. 1:22-23; Heb. 1:1-2; 1 Pet. 1:10-12; 2 Pet. 1:20-21.)  
 
22. How does the Holy Spirit lead us to repentance? He convinces the world of sin, of 
righteousness, and of judgment. (Mic 3:8; John 16:7-11; CoF III.)  
 
23. Is salvation possible without the Spirit? No. The Spirit leads us through faithful 
response to the gospel into the fellowship of the Church. (CoF III) (John 3:3-6; Rom. 8:9-
17; Eph. 2:17-22; Titus 3:4-7.)  
 
24. How does the Spirit work in the Church? He comforts, sustains, and empowers the 
faithful and guides us into all truth. (John 14:25-26; 16:12- 15; Rom. 8:2-6, 12-17, 26-27; 
1 Cor. 12:4-11; Gal. 5:16-25; CoF III.)  

 
 
 

(2) Do you confess Jesus Christ as Savior, put your whole trust in His grace, and 
promise to serve Him as your Lord? This vow finds a parallel in the vows of 
baptism: Do you repent of your sin, turn to Jesus Christ, and confess Him as your 
Lord and Savior? I do.  

 
13. How does God reconcile us in Christ? God reconciles us to himself through the death 
of Christ upon the cross. (Matt. 27:26, 50, 59-60; Mark 15:15, 37, 45-46; Luke 23:23-25, 
46, 53; John 19:16, 30, 33-34, 38-42; Rom 3:21-26; 5:6-11; 1 Cor. 15:3-4.)  
 
14. Did Jesus Christ rise bodily from the dead? Yes! On the third day He rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures. (Matt. 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-11, 36-43; John 
20:1-17, 27; Acts 2:22-36; 1 Cor. 15:3-8, 1 Pet. 1:3.)  
 
15. Is Jesus Christ Lord of heaven and earth? Yes. He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and His kingdom will have no end. (Luke 1:33, 24:51; John 5:22-29; Acts 1:9-
11; 10:42; Rom. 8:34; 2 Cor. 5:10; Phil. 2:9-11; 2 Pet. 1:11; Rev. 11:15.)  
 
16. Is Jesus Christ our great high priest? Yes. Because Jesus lives forever, he has a 
permanent priesthood. Therefore, he is able to save completely those who come to God 
through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. (Rom. 8:34; Heb. 4:14-16; 
7:11-28; 1 John 2:1-2.)  
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49. How does God save us? By his preventing, convincing, justifying, sanctifying, and 
glorifying grace. (Rom. 2:14-16; 3:21-26; 5:15; 6:14; 2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 2:21; Eph. 2:8-9; 
Phil. 2:12-13; 2 Tim. 1:9; Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7; Heb. 10:22; 1 Pet. 4:10; 5:10; 1 John 3:9.)  
 
50. How does grace dawn in the helpless soul? God’s preventing (or prevenient) grace 
lightens the effects of original sin even before we are aware of our need for God. (Deut. 
4:37; 7:6-8; 14:2; Matt 5:45; Luke 15:20; John 6:44; 15:5; 2 Pet. 3:9; Titus 2:11-12; D&D 
§102.)  
 
51. How does preventing grace lighten the effects of original sin? It prevents the full 
consequences of our alienation from God and awakens conscience, giving an initial sense 
of God and the first inclinations toward life. (Luke 24:45; John 6:37; 12:32; Acts 16:14; 
Rom. 8:7-8; 1 Cor. 2:14; D&D §102.)  
 
52. How does preventing grace re-establish the freedom of the will? While in our bound 
and helpless state, preventing grace breaks through and enables genuine response to 
God’s further grace. (2 Kings 6:17, 20; John 16:8-11; Acts 2:37; 8:31; 15:8; 16:30; D&D 
§102.)  
 
62. How are we changed in regeneration? We are made partakers of the divine nature 
and experience newness of life. (Gen. 15:6; 17:5; 35:10; John 3:3; Rom. 8:1; 2 Cor. 5:17; 
Gal. 5:22-24; Col. 3:2-3; 2 Pet. 1:3-4, 23-25; 1 John 4:4; CoF IX.)  
 
63. How does regeneration allow us to live as children of God? By this new birth the 
believer becomes reconciled to God and is enabled to serve him with the will and the 
affections. (Gen. 15:6; Deut. 6:5; 10:12-13; John 1:12; Rom. 8:16-17; 2 Cor. 6:18; Gal. 
3:26; 4:4-7; Eph. 1:5-6; Phil. 2:13; 1 John 3:1, 10; CoF IX.)  
 
67. How does God’s grace continue its work in us through the Word and the Spirit? God’s 
sanctifying grace cleanses us from sin in our thoughts, words and acts, and enables us 
to live in accordance with God's will. (Ps. 51:2, 7-12; Jer. 31:31-34; Ezek. 36:25-27; Gal. 
5:16-25; Titus 2:11- 14; 1 John 1:7, 9; CoF XI.)  
 
77. What is the final work of grace in us? Our ultimate hope and promise in Christ is 
glorification, where our souls and bodies are perfectly restored. (Isa. 26:19; Dan 12:2-4; 
John 11:25-26; Rom. 6:5; 8:22-23; 1 Cor. 15:35-56; Phil. 3:20-21; Rev. 21:1-5; D&D 
§102.) 
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(3) Do you receive and profess the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures? This 
vow finds its parallel in the baptism vow: Do you receive and profess the Christian 
faith as contained in the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments?   I do.  

 
25. Where is the truth about salvation to be found? We believe the Holy Bible, Old and 
New Testaments, reveals the Word of God so far as it is necessary for our salvation. (Ps. 
119:105, 130; Matt. 4:1-4; 2 Thess. 2:15; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; CoF IV.)  
 
26. How must we receive Scripture? The Holy Bible is to be received through the Holy 
Spirit as the true rule and guide for faith and practice. (Prov. 30:5-6; Jas. 1:21-25; 1 Pet. 
1:23-25; Jude 3; CoF IV.) We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  
 
37. Are reason, tradition, or experience sufficient guides for Christian doctrine? No. 
Whatever is not revealed in or established by the Holy Scriptures is not to be made an 
article of faith nor is it to be taught as essential to salvation. (Isa. 40:8; 2 Kgs. 17:15; Rom. 
1:21; Eph. 4:17-18; Col. 2:8; 2 Tim. 3:16; CoF IV.)  
 
45. Are there other means of grace? Yes. Among them are prayer and searching the 
Scriptures. (Matt. 7:7-8; Luke 11:13, 18:1-5; John 5:39; Acts 17:11-12; 2 Tim. 3:15-17; 
James 1:5, 5:13-18.)  
 
The GMC is a Protestant church.  When we say we believe in the Holy Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testament we are rejecting the pope and the Roman Catholic view of 
additional books in the canon of Scripture.  We believe in the catholic (universal) church, 
but we reject Roman Catholicism and its hierarchy while embracing the priesthood of all 
believers. Further, this vow about the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament is a 
rejection of past heresy, such as Marcionism, that cut out the Old Testament and other 
parts of the bible.  We reject any modern-day attempt at Marcionism which claims that 
hard scriptures clearly defining sexual immorality can be placed into a bucket of never 
being God’s will, but instead can be ignored or reinterpreted to allow sexual behavior 
outside the clearly defined biblical values of celibacy in singleness and fidelity in marriage 
between one man and one woman.    
 

 
(4) Do you promise, according to the grace given you, to keep God’s holy will and 

commandments and walk in the same all the days of your life as a faithful member 
of Christ’s holy church?  This vow is comparable to a vow in the section on baptism:  
Will you obediently keep God’s holy will and commandments, and walk in them all 
the days of your life by the grace and power of God?   I will.  
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27. Do you believe in the Church? Yes. I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic 
church. (John 10:16; 1 Cor. 12:12-13; Eph. 4:4-6; 5:25-27; 1 Pet. 2:9-10; Rev. 5:9-10.)  
 
28. Who constitutes the Church? The Christian Church is the community of all true 
believers under the Lordship of Christ. (Matt. 28:19-20; 1 Cor. 1:2-3; Eph. 2:11-22; Rev. 
7:9-10; CoF V.)  
 
29. What is the Church? It is the redemptive fellowship in which the Word of God is 
preached by those divinely called, and the sacraments are duly administered according 
to Christ's own appointment. (Jer. 1:5; Acts 2:41-47; 1 Cor. 11:23-27; CoF V.)  
 
53. Does God determine all human actions? No. Influenced and empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, humans are responsible in freedom to exercise their wills for good. (Gen. 2:16-17; 
Deut. 30:15-20; Josh. 24:14-15; 2 Chron. 7:14; Isa. 55:6-7; Matt. 16:24; Mark 1:17; John 
1:12-13; 7:17; Rom. 10:8-9; 1 Cor. 10:13; 2 Pet. 3:9; Rev. 3:20; CoF VII.)  
 

(5) Will you be loyal to Christ through First Methodist Church of Bryan and do all in 
your power to strengthen its ministries through your prayers, your presence, your 
gifts, your service, and your witness as Christ’s representative in this world?  

 
30. Why does the Church exist? Under the discipline of the Holy Spirit the Church exists 
for the maintenance of worship, the edification of believers, and the redemption of the 
world. (1 Cor. 12:27-28; 14:12; Gal. 6:1-2, 6-10; Eph. 4:11-16; Heb. 3:12-14; 10:23-25; 
CoF V.)  
 
31. Is it right and good to worship our creator and redeemer? It is our duty and privilege 
to bow in adoration, humility, and dedication in the presence of God. (Ps. 92:1-2; 95:1-7; 
103:1-5; 107:1; Phil. 2:9-11; Rev. 4:11; 5:9-14; CoF XIII.)  
 
32. Why is worship essential to the life of the Church? The assembling of the people of 
God for worship is necessary to Christian fellowship and spiritual growth. (Acts 2:41-47, 
4:31; Rom. 1:11-12; Heb. 10:23-25; CoF XIII.)  
 
43. What is the Lord’s Supper? The Lord's Supper is a means of grace, a representation 
of our redemption, a remembrance of the sufferings and death of Christ, and a token of 
love and union which Christians have with Christ and 8 with one another. (Mark 14:22-
24; Matt. 26:26-28; Luke 22:19-20; John 6:53-59; 1 Cor. 10:16-17; 11:23-25; Gal. 3:27; 
CoF VI.)  
 



16 
 

44. How do we encounter Christ at the Lord’s Supper? Those who rightly, worthily, and 
in faith eat the broken bread and drink the blessed cup partake of the body and blood of 
Christ in a spiritual manner until he comes. (Luke 24:28-32; John 6:53-58; 1 Cor. 11:23-
29; CoF VI.)  
 
66. Can we have faith without works? No. We believe good works are the necessary fruits 
of faith and follow regeneration, but they do not remove our sins or allow us to avert divine 
judgment. (Matt. 7:21; John 14:15; Rom. 2:13; Eph. 2:8- 10; Jas. 1:22-25; 2:14-18, 26; 
CoF X.)  
 
68. How is sanctification lived out? Holiness of heart and life (Lev. 20:26; Amos 5:14; 
Rom. 6:22, 12:1; 2 Cor. 7:1; Heb. 12:14; 1 Peter 2:5, 9), which includes works of piety 
(Rom. 12:12, 15:4; 1 Cor. 11:23-26; 1 Thess. 5:16-18; Heb. 10:24-25; James 5:13-16) 
and works of mercy (Deut. 15:10-11; Ps. 82:3-4; Prov. 19:17; Isa. 61:1; Micah 6:8; Matt. 
19:21, 25:31-46; Luke 11:42; Acts 2:44-45; Rom. 12:13.)  
 
69. What else does sanctifying grace do for us? It enables us to strive for that holiness 
without which no one will see the Lord. (Matt 6:33; John 17:17; Rom. 8:29; 12:1; 2 Cor. 
3:18; 7:1; Eph. 4:22-24; Col. 1:21-22; 1 Thess 5:23; 2 Thess. 2:13; Heb. 6:1- 3; 12:14; 1 
Pet. 1:13-16; 1 John 3:2-3; 5:3; CoF XI.)  
 
70. Is true holiness possible? Yes. Entire sanctification is a state of perfect love, 
righteousness, and true holiness which every regenerate believer may obtain. (Exod. 
19:6; Lev. 11:44-45; 19:2; Deut. 7:6; 14:2; Matt. 5:43-48; 1 John 3;2-3; 5:3; CoF XI.)  
 
71. What is the beauty of entire sanctification? It is being delivered from the power of sin; 
loving God with all the heart, soul, mind, and strength; and loving one's neighbor as 
oneself. (Lev. 19:18; Deut. 6:5; Mark 12:30-31; Rom. 13:9-10; Gal. 5:13-14; 1 Thess. 
5:23; CoF XI.)  
 
72. Is entire sanctification gradual or instantaneous? Through faith in Jesus Christ this 
gracious gift may be received in this life either gradually or instantaneously. (Prov. 4:18; 
Acts 15:9; Eph. 4:15; Thess. 5:23-24; 1 Pet. 2:2; 2 Pet. 3:18; CoF XI.)  
 
73. Should all pursue entire sanctification? Yes. It should be sought earnestly by every 
child of God. (Lev. 19:2; Ps. 86:11; Heb. 12:14; 1 Pet. 1:13-16; 2 Pet. 1:3-11; CoF XI.)  
 
74. Does sanctification deliver us from the weaknesses of human nature? No. We believe 
this experience does not deliver us from the infirmities, ignorance, and mistakes common 
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to man, nor from the possibilities of further sin. (Ps. 86; 1 Cor. 10:12; 2 Cor. 12:7-9; Gal. 
6:9; Heb. 3:12-15; 10:26-3; Rev. 2:2-7; CoF XI.)  
 
 

The Last Vow is the ONLY Local Church Membership Vow 
 
 
The only local church membership vow is the last vow. It begins by asking you to be loyal 
to Christ.  Be loyal to Christ above all.  The local membership vows are the expectations 
we have of every church member.  All of us are called to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  By 
the power of the Holy Spirit at work in us we joyfully work to strengthen the ministries of 
the church by doing our part in the body of Christ.  We are not all hands.  We are not all 
feet.  We are all parts of the body, and we need each other to carry out the ministry of 
Christ and His church. So, let’s be crystal clear about what we expect a member of the 
church to do in faithfully living out their life in the First Family.  
 
(1) Pray 
We ask that you pray for one another (Galatians 6:1-2) and for our church ministries, staff 
and clergy.  
 
(2) Be present 
How can you possibly fulfill your holy vows to be a member of the church, but are not 
present and involved in the life of the church?  New studies are showing that people 
believe once a month attendance for worship is being faithful, but worship only a few 
times a year can never be true faithfulness if you are able to attend worship.  Being 
present also means being involved in ministry in some way.  We believe every member 
should be involved in ministry and we have many ministries that need your time and heart, 
but we also believe that every disciple is a minister for Christ and should find a place in 
their community or through their vocation to be present as the salt and light of this world.  
 
(3) Give (gifts) 
Let’s be plain spoken.  This vow means financial giving.  We believe in tithing.  Every year 
we have a stewardship campaign, and we teach, and hope members will tithe.  If 
everyone tithed 10% of their annual income as a way of expressing our love for God and 
our gratefulness for His blessings, then our church would have more than enough for 
ministry and paying our staff a living wage. Sometimes, there are members who have the 
ability to leave the church a sizable gift through estate planning.  It is only because of 
these gifts that FMC Bryan is able to sustain its ministry and we would love to meet with 
you to share how you could support your church through Endowment Funds that will 
continue to bless the Lord’s work while you are in heaven.  
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(4) Serve (service) 
Jesus said, “I did not come to be served, but to serve and give my life as a ransom for 
many.”  Find a way to serve in the church ministries or outside the church walls.  Giving 
your utmost for His highest in service provides rewards in this life and the life to come.  
Our Adult Ministry Director, Natalie Patterson, has the goal of involving every member in 
ministry and our ministries (children, youth and music) need your gifts and service. 
 
(5) Witness (for Christ as His ambassador for His kingdom) 
Witness.  Everything you do reflects upon Jesus.  We witness with our life.  Every social 
media post is His post.  Every encouraging word to others is His encouraging word.  A 
witness is always looking for a way to tell others about the most important relationship 
they have in the entire world - Jesus.  Always look to build relationships with all kinds of 
people so that you earn the right to witness to your faith in the Lord in His time.  
 
 

Plan of Discipleship  
 
¶ 320. GROWTH IN FAITHFUL DISCIPLESHIP. Faithful membership in the local church 
is essential for personal growth and for developing a deeper commitment to the will and 
grace of God. As members involve themselves in private and public prayer, worship, the 
sacraments, study, Christian action, systematic giving, and holy discipline, they grow in 
their appreciation of Christ, understanding of God at work in history and the natural order, 
and an understanding of themselves. Faithful discipleship includes the obligation to 
participate in the corporate life of the congregation with fellow members of the body of 
Christ. A member is bound in sacred covenant to shoulder the burdens, share the risks, 
and celebrate the joys of fellow members. A Christian is called to speak the truth in love, 
always ready to confront conflict in the spirit of forgiveness and reconciliation. 
 
Hebrews 12:14 reads: “Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; 
without holiness no one will see the Lord.”  John Wesley, founder of Methodism, believed 
spiritual growth (sanctification) would only arise when Christians banded together to pray, 
study scripture, worship and serve together.  Wesley called this social holiness and by 
the word “social” he meant being in a relationship with others.   Wesley rejected the idea 
of trying to lead a Christian life in isolation.  He called this attempt “holy solitaries”.  True 
Christian growth can never come in isolation from other Christians, which is one reason 
the bible says, “do not forsake the assembly of yourselves together.”  The goal of 
discipleship is Christlikeness.  The sanctifying grace of the Holy Spirit works through the 
common means of grace of worship, the sacraments, bible study, prayer, fasting and 
meeting with other believers who are walking in faith together.  
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Methodism began as a movement to reform and revive a dead church known as the 
Church of England or Anglican Church.  After the Revolutionary War, John Wesley 
allowed the formation of Methodist Churches in America that transformed our nation.  
Originally, Methodism had societies which would be the equivalent of our local churches. 
The two foundational groups that made Methodism unique as a spiritual reform movement 
were classes and bands.  Bands were 3 to 5 people meeting together for spiritual growth, 
accountability, and support.  Bands were people of the same sex who prayed for one 
another, encouraged one another and studied the Scripture together so that the Holy 
Spirit could work in their heart to transform them toward Christlikeness.   
   
Classes were large bodies of 12 or so who met together with similar purposes as bands.  
Our church has classes (Sunday School classes) with a class leader as a means of 
teaching biblical truth and caring for one another in true Christian fellowship.    
 
The Global Methodist Church has prayed for and is working toward bringing back classes 
and bands.  Our church is committed to creating bands of 3 to 5 people of the same sex 
who meet weekly (in person or virutally) who will follow a simple model of spiritual 
formation for spiritual growth.  All bands shall follow the band model of the church under 
the authority of the pastor(s) and the Adult Ministry Director.  How can you grow in your 
faith if you are playing solitaire?  Our discipleship plan is to have everyone in a band and 
class that requires daily bible reading and a weekly meeting.  This is true fellowship and 
where discipleship happens. 
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How is FMC Bryan organized?  

 
As a member congregation of the Global Methodist Church, we follow the Transitional 
Book of Doctrines and Discipline.  The main organizing body of the church is the historic 
annual conference.  Throughout the year, the executive agency of the annual conference 
is the Church Council, and the executive officer of the church is the pastor. All committees, 
ministries, staff and clergy are under authority of the Church Council.    
 
 
FMC Bryan has Five Administrative Committees: 
1. The Board of Trustees is the equivalent of a Board of Directors for a nonprofit  

organization.  The Trustees have the stewardship over all property, assets and  
endowments.  The Trustees also have the responsibility to maintain, insure, and  
protect the church through established policies (i.e. wedding policy).  

2. The Staff/Parish Relations Committee acts like a human resources department 
  who oversee the work of all staff and clergy.  
3. The Finance Committee compiles an annual budget, raises funds to support 

church ministries and staff and oversees all aspects of financial stewardship. 
4. The Nominations and Leadership Formation Committee seeks to involve every 

member in ministry and find places of service in church leadership. 
5. The Church Council oversees the work of all committees and ministries and is  

under the authority of the annual charge conference and The Transitional Book of 
Doctrines and Discipline.  

 
FMC Bryan has Five Ministry Teams based on the model of the early church in Acts 2.  
1. Discipleship      | Teaching ministries and spiritual formation groups 
2. Fellowship      | Caring ministries within the church to support one another 
3. Worship      | Ministries related to worship, prayer, funerals, and weddings 
4. Service/Missions | Ministries reaching outside our walls to help and support others 
5. Evangelism          | Ministries related to sharing the gospel and winning people to Christ 
 
The ministries of FMC Bryan may be created by members who have a heart for a ministry.  
After consulting with a staff member or clergy, the written ministry plan is presented to the 
appropriate ministry team who considers its costs, benefits, efficiency, and efficacy to 
determine how the ministry shall be added to the various ministries of FMC Bryan.  We 
hope ministry happens from the bottom up so if any two members have an idea, then our 
ministry teams are excited to discern God’s will with you.   
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You can see this organic model for ministry in the New Testament early church by 
carefully studying Acts 2:42-47. 
 
“They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching (discipleship) and fellowship,  
to the breaking of bread and the prayers (worship).   
Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 
apostles.  All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell 
their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.  
(service/missions)  Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they 
broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and 
having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number 
those who were being saved. (evangelism) 
 
We reaffirm our mission statement that expresses our biblical values of discipleship each 
Sunday by saying three biblical words: love, witness, serve.  Our mission statement 
relates to our ministry teams as follows:  
 
 
 

Love  Fellowship that supports one another in Christ 

   Worship that glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ 
    

Witness Discipleship that transforms us to be more like Christ 

   Evangelism that reaches others for Christ 
 

Serve  Service/Missions that makes a difference in Christ’s name 
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This “Discover Discipleship and Membership” training guide was written to help you: 
(1) Know the vows of baptism and what they mean 
(2) Know the vows of membership and what they mean 
(3) Know the catechism of the Global Methodist Church 
(4) Know the expectations of church membership 

A. Know our “Plan of Discipleship” and how you can grow in your faith 
B. Know how the membership vows are lived out in our church family 

 
How do I become involved in 

a ministry, class, or band at FMC Bryan? 
 
Our Adult Ministry Director, Natalie Patterson, will be glad to help you find a class, band 
(small group) or ministry for you to find a place for fellowship and discipleship. 
natalie.patterson@fmcbryan.org 
 
Our Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry, Will Pepper, will be thrilled to help you 
plug into any youth ministry program and into the young adult ministry. 
pepper@fmcbryan.org 
 
Our Director of Children and Family Ministry, Jeff Hobbs, will be ecstatic to help you find 
your place in our discipleship ministries.  Jeff welcomes you to step up in serving in this 
vital area of ministry.  
jeff@fmcbryan.org 
 
Our Director of Music and Worship Ministries, Chris Caffee, has a place for you in music 
ministry (handbells, choir, solos, children’s choir) and would warmly welcome you into the 
fun of music ministry.   
chris@fmcbryan.org 
 
I hope this study guide was helpful.  Our goal is for you to join us in the First Family.  We 
hope above all that you believe in Christ and seek to live as His disciple.    You can 
become a member during the last session of class or speak to any pastor about joining 
at any time.   
 
 
Please fill out the information sheet for our Administrative Assistant, LeeAnn Broeker so 
that she can make sure your membership records are complete.  
leeann@fmcbryan.org 
 

mailto:natalie.patterson@fmcbryan.org
mailto:pepper@fmcbryan.org
mailto:jeff@fumcbryan.org
mailto:chris@fmcbryan.org
mailto:leeann@fmcbryan.org
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If you make a commitment to give financially to the church, our Director of Business and 
Facilities Manager, Eileen Winkle, would be glad to help set up an auto draft or any other 
method for giving.   
eileen@fmcbryan.org 
 
If you are already a member and completed this study, please let one of our staff or 
pastors know if it was helpful.  Let us know if you have any questions by writing to any 
staff member if you have a question about their ministry or by writing to our clergy.   
rick@fmcbryan.org or augusto@fmcbryan.org.  

 
When you are ready to join, then we know you have prayed about where God wants you 
to be and are willing to make a commitment to Christ and this church.  There is an 
information page for you to fill out and give to the pastor or Administrative Assistant, 
LeeAnn Broeker.  We are praying for you and asking the Lord to have your hearts join 
with our hearts as part of the First Family. 
 

 
Grace and Peace 
Pastor Rick Sitton 

mailto:eileen@fmcbryan.org
mailto:rick@fmcbryan.org
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