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Discover Membership: New Member Handbook  
 
 

The purpose of this handbook is to 
explain the basic tenets of the Christian faith and  

explore the membership vows of the United Methodist Church. 
   
“When persons unite with a local United Methodist church, they, or, if unable to answer for 
themselves, their parent(s), legal guardian(s), sponsor(s) or godparent(s), profess their faith 
in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; in Jesus Christ his only Son, and in 
the Holy Spirit.  Thus, they make known their desire to live their daily lives as disciples of 
Jesus Christ.  They covenant together with God and with the members of the local church to 
keep the vows which are a part of the order of confirmation and reception into the Church.”  
 

(The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church 2008, par. 216) 

 

 

The Membership Vows of the United Methodist Church 
(United Methodist Hymnal p. 34-38, 46-48/The Book of Discipline 2008, par. 216) 

 
1.  Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of the world, 

and repent of your sin? 
 
2.  Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and 

oppression? 
 
3.  Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and 

promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with the church which Christ has 
opened to people of all ages, nations, and races? 

 
4.  Do you receive and profess the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the 

Old and New Testaments? (The response to this question  
is to recite the Apostles’ Creed emphasizing our belief in the Trinitarian 
nature of God and affirming our core doctrines) 

     
5.  According to the grace given to you, will you remain faithful members of Christ’s 

holy church and serve as Christ’s representatives in the world? 
   
6.  As members of Christ universal church, will you be loyal to The United Methodist 

Church and do all in your power to strengthen its ministries? 
 
7. As members of First United Methodist Church, Bryan will you faithfully participate 

in its ministries by your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service and your 
witness? 
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Chapter One   
 

What Does it Mean to Be a Christian? 
 

The purpose of this chapter is to answer the question: “What 
does it mean to be a Christian?”  To answer that question we will look at 
Scripture and through the first three membership vows of the United 
Methodist Church to understand the basic tenets of the Christian faith. 

 

What is the definition of “Christian”?   
 

What is your definition of a Christian?  ________________________ 
 

 
Before we define the term “Christian,” let’s first address some common 
misconceptions about what it means to be a “Christian.”    
 
1. Being a Christian is not simply believing God exists.   Deists, 
Agnostics, Satanists, Moslems, and Jews, all believe God exists, but they do 
not believe in the same God.   
 
2. Being a Christian is not simply being a good person.  Some people 
erroneously believe they are going to heaven because they are pretty good.  
By “pretty good,” they mean they haven’t committed any really bad sins.   
 
3. Being a Christian is not simply being born in the USA.  While the 
nation of the United States of America was largely constituted by Christian 
people seeking religious liberty and while its founding documents are rooted 
in Christian values, being born in the USA doesn’t make you a Christian any 
more than parking yourself in the garage makes you a car.    
 
4. Being a Christian is not inherited from your parents or grandparents.  
Just because your parents believe in Christ doesn’t mean you are a 
Christian.  That would be the equivalent of calling someone a soldier just 
because their parents were veterans.  You enlist.  God doesn’t have a draft.   
 
5. Being a Christian is not having a letter of membership in a local 
church.  In a sermon entitled, “The Almost Christian,” John Wesley contends 
that many people call themselves a Christian who are only “almost a 
Christian.”  A genuine, personal faith in Christ for salvation is required.  
Christians don’t have it all together, but an altogether Christian is committed 
to living out their faith in Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior and Lord.             
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What do the Membership Vows say  
about becoming and being a Christian? 

 
Our first three membership vows focus on being “altogether a Christian.”  At 
their heart, our church membership vows are a formal way to say “I will be a 
faithful follower of Jesus!” 
 

Membership Vows of the United Methodist Church 
 

1. Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of the 
world, and repent of your sin? 

2. Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and 
promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with the church which Christ has 
opened to people of all ages, nations, and races?  

3. Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and 
oppression? 

 
What do these first three vows mean?   
 
First, we ask you to live in repentance daily.  To repent literally means to turn 
from sin.  This is a heartfelt desire to “resist evil” in this world and follow God’s 
will for your life. This means agreeing with God about sinfulness in your life 
and turning away from sin and toward the Lord and His will for your life.     
 
Secondly, we ask if you confess Jesus Christ as Savior.  This means you are 
placing your faith in the atoning work of Jesus Christ on the cross to forgive 
your sins and make you right with God.  This is called justification by faith:  
 
 “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, 
and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”  (Romans 5:1-2 NKJV).     

 
Thirdly, we ask if you will strive toward holiness by asking if you accept the 
freedom and power God gives to live the Christian life.  This includes resisting 
evil, injustice and oppression.  When you receive Christ as your Savior you are 
given the gift of the Holy Spirit (Christ living in you).  So, the power to lead a 
Christian life comes from the gift of the Holy Spirit in you that transforms you 
more and more to be like Christ (the work of sanctifying grace).   
 

What does the Bible say about becoming a Christian? 
  

A. Admit you have a sin problem!   

 
“All have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory.”  (Romans 3:23 CEV) 
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B. Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”  (John 3:16 NIV) 
 

C. Confess Jesus as your Savior and Lord.   

 
“For if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”  (Romans 10:9 NLT) 

 
The first three membership vows are focused on making sure that you 
understand what it means to become and be a Christian.    
 

How Do I Become a Christian? 

 
Becoming a Christian means believing Jesus is the Christ (Messiah); Jesus 
is God (Lord); and Jesus is the only true Savior.  Every religion except 
Christianity espouses that salvation is something you earn by “good works.”  
Not Christianity.  Christians believe our salvation is a gift of God’s grace.   

 
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of  
yourselves; it is the gift of God.”  (Eph. 2:8 NKJV) 

 
So, what is a Christian?  Simply defined, a “Christian” is a follower 
(disciple) of Jesus Christ.  While Christianity is considered one of the three 
major world religions, true biblical, orthodox, historic Christianity is more 
about a relationship than a religion.  The word “know” implies a relationship. 

 
“Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and  
Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”  (John 17:3 NIV)     
 

Do you have a relationship with Jesus Christ?  Is it life-changing? 

 
The Wesleyan Emphasis on Grace 

 

The Bible says we are being saved by grace through faith.  Faith is not some 
blind belief in something.  Everybody has faith in something.  Faith is not 
belief without knowledge, but trust without reservation.  The Bible says that 
“without faith it is impossible to please God.”  We know what faith is, but how 
can we define grace in a simple way?   
Grace is the unmerited favor of God.   
Grace is the undeserved love of God.   
Mercy is not getting what you deserve.   
Grace is getting what you do not deserve.      
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Theologically, where does grace come from?  The Bible says that the source 
of grace is Jesus Christ and His atonement for us upon the cross:  
 

“…to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the  
One he loves.  In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace.”   
(Eph. 1:6-7 NIV) 
 

Grace is not cheap.  It cost Jesus Christ his life to be able to offer it to us.  
One way to remember the source of grace is through this acronym: 
  

G od’s  R iches  A t  C hrist’s  E xpense.    
 
C. S. Lewis was an apologist for the Christian faith and authored many great 
works of fiction including The Chronicles of Narnia. Lewis was once an 
atheist.  After his conversion, Lewis happened into a room where people had 
been arguing for hours about what made Christianity unique from all other 
religions.  Someone asked him “What is the difference between Christianity 
and other religions?”  C. S. Lewis replied, “That’s easy. Grace!” 
 
John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist Church, taught that we 
experience a relationship with God through grace.  John Wesley’s greatest 
contribution to theology is a legacy of theological work that reveals the 
richness of God’s grace.  Wesleyan theology explains our journey of faith as 
experiencing grace in three ways: prevenient grace, justifying grace and 
sanctifying grace.   These are not three kinds of grace, but three aspects of 
the same amazing grace personally experienced.   
   
Prevenient grace is the undeserved love of God that all people enjoy.  
Prevenient means “to come before.”  So, prevenient grace is the work of the 
Holy Spirit drawing and wooing us before we know God.  All people enjoy 
the prevenient grace of God that provides common daily blessings.  John 
Calvin called it common grace.    

 
“He (God) has caused his wonders to be remembered.  The Lord is  
gracious and compassionate.”  (Psalm 111:4 NIV) 

 
Justifying grace is the unmerited favor of God applied to the person who 
places faith in the atoning work of Jesus Christ.  From this moment forward 
in faith, a person is justified before God, not because of anything (works) 
they have done, but because of the work of Jesus Christ.   To be justified 
before God is to be able to stand before God blameless because God has 
forgiven our sin through faith in Jesus.   
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“God presented him (Jesus) as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in  
his blood.  He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his  
forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished-he did 
it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the 
one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.” (Rom. 3:25-26 NIV). 

 
Sanctifying grace is the transformation of a believer as the Holy Spirit works 
in their lives to produce fruit such as love, joy and peace (Gal. 5:22-23).  This 
process of being made holy is called sanctification.  Wesley called it “going 
on to perfection.”  By the phrase “going on to perfection” Wesley meant that 
every Christian should live to love God and neighbor and be motivated by 
love in every thought, decision and action.  Not that we would be perfectly 
without sin, but that every motivation of our actions would be out of love.  
Wesley believed that the Holy Spirit, through sanctifying grace, worked in us 
to produce “Scriptural holiness.”  Peter spoke of sanctification this way:   

 
“To God’s elect, strangers in the world,…chosen…through the  
sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling  
by his blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance.”   
(1 Peter 1:1-2 NIV) 

 

We are being saved BY GRACE through FAITH.  Salvation is a gift of God.  
Salvation is offered by God’s grace (unmerited favor, undeserved love).  But 
salvation must be accepted by faith or it is like a Christmas gift that sits 
under the tree unopened.  Faith is deciding to trust God with your life and 
unwrapping the gift.         

 
“Have faith in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved!”  (Acts 16:31 CEV) 

 
“This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all  
who believe.”  (Romans 5:22 NIV) 

 

Billy Graham, inarguably the greatest evangelist in America’s last century, 
spent a lifetime preaching the gospel and calling upon people to make a 
decision to receive Jesus as their personal Savior.   Ruth Graham, Billy’s 
wife, grew up as a daughter of missionaries and cannot point to a day when 
she asked Christ to be her Savior.  She always believed that Jesus is Lord.  
Together, the Grahams remind us that some people grow up knowing Jesus 
while others must come to experience a personal relationship with God that 
is so life-changing it is like a new birth (being born again). 
 
So, what is a Christian?  A Christian is a follower or disciple of Jesus Christ. 
A Christian is in a committed, faithful and life-changing relationship with the 
Lord.  Being a Christian is simply living for Jesus.  He is our example in all 
things.  That is why we pray, worship, give, love, witness and serve.  
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The first three membership vows are about making certain you are a 
Christian.  Do you repent?  Do you confess Jesus Christ as Savior and 
Lord?  Do you accept God’s power (the Holy Spirit) in you to lead a life as a 
follower (disciple) of Christ? 

 
Something to Think About 

 
Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, no one comes to the 

Father except through me.”  (John 14:6)  One great apologist for the faith, 
Josh McDowell, often said, “Jesus is either a liar, a lunatic or He is Lord.”  
What do you believe about Jesus?  Is Jesus Christ Lord of your life? 

 

 

___________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter Two   
 

What Is a United Methodist? 
 

John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist church described a “Methodist” in 
a short tract entitled The Character of a Methodist.  Wesley explained the 
many distinguishing marks of a Methodist and then concluded: 
 
 “Somebody may say, ‘Why these are only the common, basic principles 
 of Christianity!’  “This is what Methodism is, nothing more or less.”   

 
The purpose of chapter two is to explore what it means to be a United 
Methodist.  To accomplish this endeavor, we will define the term “church,” 
drive through a little church history and focus on the next three membership 
vows.  Then, we will briefly explain our view of the sacraments, our doctrine 
and our polity (organization).  
 

The Membership Vows of the United Methodist Church 
 
4.  Do you receive and profess the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the 

Old and New Testaments?  
 (The following questions are answered by reciting the Apostles’ Creed) 
    Do you believe in God the Father? 
    Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
    Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
 
5.  According to the grace given to you, will you remain faithful members of Christ’s 

holy church and serve as Christ’s representatives in the world? 
   
6.  As members of Christ universal church, will you be loyal to The United Methodist 

Church, and do all in your power to strengthen its ministries? 

 
In Session One we defined “Christian.”  Now, let us define “church.”   

 
What is the “Church” 

 
1. We cannot understand the origins of the Methodist Church without first 

defining the word “church.”  The biblical meaning of “church” comes 
from the Greek word “ekklesia” which literally means “called out.”   
Jesus called out the original 12 disciples just as He calls us out from 
this world and into the kingdom of God to be His body.    
  

 “…so it is with Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, 
and we all belong to each other.”  (Romans 12:4 NLT) 
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2. When Jesus ascended to heaven 40 days after His resurrection 

(Easter), He promised to send the Holy Spirit to empower the 
disciples to continue the mission of making disciples.  Ten days after 
the Day of Ascension, the church was born when the Holy Spirit 
filled the 120 followers of Christ who were waiting and praying in the 
Upper Room.  (Acts 2)  This historic birthday of the church is called 
Pentecost.  “Pente” means fifty.  Pentecost is 50 days from Easter. 

3. Under the leadership of the Apostles, the church spread the gospel or 
“good news” that Jesus is the only way of salvation.  The first name 
given to the church was “The Way.”  Christianity spread through 
person to person evangelism, overseas missions, small groups and 
house churches despite wide-spread persecution. 

4. In 313 AD, following his conversion, Emperor Constantine issued the 
edict of Milan that allowed for the legalization of Christian worship 
and the protection of Christians from persecution throughout the 
Roman Empire.  

5. In 1378, English cleric John Wycliffe attacked the dogmas of 
Catholicism and the Pope by affirming that Christ and the Bible alone 
were the only authority for the believer. Motivated to have the Bible 
accessible to the common people, Wycliffe finished the first English 
translation of the New Testament in 1380.  On Sept 30, 1452, Johann 
Guttenberg, inventor of the printing press, published his first book – 
the Holy Bible in Latin (The Vulgate). The world was about to change. 

6. The Protestant Reformation began in 1517 when Martin Luther, a 
German priest, nailed 95 theses (complaints) to the church door in 
Wittenburg, Germany.  Luther led a protest movement against the 
abuses and unbiblical practices of Roman Catholicism and went into 
hiding as the Roman Catholic Church sought to arrest him.  While 
hiding, Luther translated the Bible into the German language.   

7. About two hundred years after the Protestant Reformation began,  
John Wesley was ordained a priest in the Church of England.  John 
Wesley (1703-1791) was one of 19 children born to an Anglican 
clergyman and his wife (Samuel and Suzanna).  At age five, the 
rectory caught on fire and little "Jackie" (John) was rescued from the 
fire. Later, John Wesley adopted the phrase "a brand plucked from 
the burning" to describe the providential purpose of God on his life. 

8. In June of 1729, John returned to Oxford University to discover that his 
brother Charles had founded a holy club composed of young men 
interested in spiritual growth.  These young men were labeled by 
other students with a term of derision, “Methodists”, because they 
methodically practiced spiritual disciplines: bible study, prayer, 
fasting, worship and good works.  
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9. In 1735, John and his younger brother, Charles, accompanied James 
Oglethorpe to the new colony of Georgia, where John's attempts to 
apply his then high - church views aroused hostility.  Discouraged 
and questioning his salvation, he returned (1737) to England.  
Disheartened by failure, John went to a small group bible study 
meeting on Aldersgate Street, London, on May 24, 1738 where 
Wesley had an experience of assurance that changed his life: 

 
“In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate 
Street, where one was reading Luther’s preface to the Epistle to the  
Romans. About a quarter before nine, while the leader was  
describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in  
Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ  
alone for salvation; and an assurance was given me that He had 
taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin  
and death.” – John Wesley’s journal May 24, 1738 
 

10. After this “heartwarming experience” of the assurance of salvation by 
faith in Christ alone, he devoted his life to spread scriptural holiness 
and reform the Church of England. With a vision that “the world is my 
parish,” Wesley sent lay missionaries to America.  The American 
Methodist Church was constituted with the “Christmas Conference” in 
Baltimore, Maryland on Christmas Eve 1784.  In 1968, the Evangelical 
UNITED Brethren Church merged with the Methodist Church to form 
the United Methodist Church.  The two flames on the church logo 
represent the EUB and Methodist Church while symbolizing the 
moving of the Holy Spirit.   

 

Our Membership Vows 

 
One membership vow clearly separates us from the Roman Catholic Church 
and identifies us as Protestants. 
   
4.  Do you receive and profess the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the 

Old and New Testaments? 

 
The Bible of The Roman Catholic Church is different from the Protestant 
Bible (66 books).  At the Council of Trent (1546) the Roman Catholic Church 
pronounced nine other books (The Apocrypha) as sacred.  When we say we 
profess the Christian faith as revealed in the originally accepted books, we 
are rejecting both the authority of the Pope and the canonicity of the 
apocryphal books.  As Protestants, we believe in the universal or “catholic” 
church and not the Roman Catholic Church.  The doctrine of the Trinity and 
our core biblical theology is encapsulated in the historic Apostles’ Creed.   
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I Believe in God the Father Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth; 
 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried; 
the third day he rose from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  

from thence he shall come to judge 
 the quick and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic (universal) church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
5.  According to the grace given to you, will you remain faithful members of Christ’s 

holy church and serve as Christ’s representatives in the world? 

 
 

Our fifth membership vow clearly unites us with “Christ’s holy church” (any 
and all who believe in Christ).  First, this vow reminds us that we “live, move 
and have our being” in His amazing grace.  Second, we are challenged to 
hear God’s call to be faithful as a member of His church, Jesus being the 
head of it.  Third, being a disciple of Jesus means serving as an ambassador 
(representative) of Christ in this world.   

 
The Sacraments 

Not all denominations agree on all theological issues regarding the 
sacraments, but almost all agree that the sacraments are an indispensable 
practice of true Christianity.  The Roman Catholic church identifies seven 
sacraments while the United Methodist Church observes two sacraments. 

 
1. The word “sacrament” means:  a thing set apart as sacred.   

2. We believe there are two sacraments that Jesus set apart as sacred for 
His church as revealed through the Holy Scriptures: 
a) The Lord’s Supper 
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b) Holy Baptism 
 
3. We believe that sacraments are: 
 

a) An outward “sign” of an inward and spiritual grace. 

b) A sacred moment which is a means (way) of God’s grace working in 
the life of the believer through the ministry of the Holy Spirit.  

 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper— Holy Communion 
 

1. We believe that the sacrament of Holy Communion is an outward sign 
or symbol of the broken body and shed blood of Jesus.   (1 Cor. 
11:23-26)  To participate in Holy Communion is more than just a 
symbol—it is to proclaim His death, resurrection and coming again and 
to experience His presence in a personal way.   (1 Cor. 10:14-22)   

 
2. The Lord’s Supper is a celebration of our redemption.  We believe this 

meal is a remembrance of the New Covenant through His blood by 
which we are redeemed.  We do not believe that the juice and bread 
literally become the flesh and blood of Jesus when consecrated by the 
pastor.  The Roman Catholic Church believes teaches this and calls it 
transubstantiation.  We do believe in an open table so that all believers 
feel welcomed to God’s table.  The table doesn’t belong to us-it 
belongs to Him and prefigures a Heavenly banquet to come. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
 
1. We accept the three different modes of baptism that have been used 

throughout the history of the Church: 
 

a) Immersion – symbolizing the death of the old self and the resurrection 
to new self (life) at conversion. 

 
3 Or have you forgotten that when we were joined with Christ Jesus in baptism, we 
joined him in his death? 4 For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now 
we also may live new lives.”  (Romans 6:3-4 NLT) 

  
b) Pouring – symbolizing the pouring out of the Holy Spirit into the new 

believer’s life. 
‘In the last days…I will pour out My Spirit on all people.”  (Acts 2:17 NLT) 
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c) Sprinkling – symbolized the cleansing  from sin that occurs when 
someone receives Jesus Christ—forgiving them and washing them in 
His blood (figuratively). 

 
25 “Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean. Your filth will be 
washed away, and you will no longer worship idols. 26 And I will give you a new 
heart, and I will put a new spirit in you. I will take out your stony, stubborn heart 
and give you a tender, responsive heart.”  (Ezekiel 36:25-27 NLT) 

 
2. We accept baptism in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit and 

accept baptism from other orthodox bodies.  We do not re-baptize since 
baptism is a sacred act of God symbolizing initial conversion or entrance 
into the community.  We practice the baptism of unbaptized youth and 
adults after they place their faith in Christ.   
 

“Then Ananias went to the house and entered it.  Placing his hands on Saul, he said, 
‘Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming 
here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’  
Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again.  He 

got up and was baptized.”  (Acts 9:17-18) 

 
3. We practice the baptism of infants and offer confirmation classes (6th 

grade) so they will “make firm” (con-firm) their faith. 
 

“That same hour the jailer washed their wounds, and he and everyone in his 
household were immediately baptized.”      (Acts 16:33) 

Paul, “. . . Oh yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas. . . .”  (1 Cor. 1:16) 

 
4. What happens at infant baptism? 
 

a) Parents make a commitment to reaffirm their faith in Jesus Christ, to 
nurture their children in the church, and to lead their children to accept 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, profess faith openly, and lead a 
Christian life. 

 
b) The Church makes a commitment to live like Christ before these 

children, to surround them with steadfast love, and to play a role in 
bringing them to faith in Jesus Christ. 

 
c) God makes a commitment to be their God. (Genesis 17:7, 10-12).  He 

marks the child (in a covenant way), and that child becomes a part of 
the family of God in the same way that an eight-day-old Jewish boy 
was circumcised and considered a Jew even though he had not yet 
professed faith in “Yahweh.” 
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5. What does not happen at infant baptism? 
 

a) The infant is not born again as in John 3. 
 

b) The parents are not absolved from the responsibilities of doing 
everything possible to bring that child to faith in Jesus Christ. 

 
c) The infant is not freed from the necessity of one day making a 

personal decision to accept and follow Jesus Christ when he/she is 
old enough to make that decision.   By living out the Christian faith 
through reading the Bible, family prayer, going to worship regularly 
and serving Christ you are setting an example that will one day result 
in your child making a decision.  Wouldn’t it be great if you led your 
child to faith in Christ?  The church is there to help, but Christ is 
counting on you to be the main spiritual influence resulting in your 
child becoming a believer.   
 
 

 6.  As members of Christ universal church, will you be loyal to The United 
Methodist Church, and do all in your power to strengthen its ministries? 

 
 
 

The Doctrines of the United Methodist Church  
 

How can you be loyal to the United Methodist Church, and do all in your 
power to strengthen its ministries if you don’t know the doctrine, organization 
(polity) and ministries of the church?  The doctrinal standards and General 
Rules of the United Methodist Church are found in The Book of Discipline.  
Our doctrinal standards include John Wesley’s Standard Sermons and 
Wesley’s explanatory notes upon the New Testament.   
 
Our doctrines are founded upon the authority of Scripture.  Since God’s 
Word is our primary authority, it is vital to know our view of Scripture. 
 
“We believe the Holy Bible, Old and New Testaments, reveals the Word of 
God so far as it is necessary for our salvation.  It is to be received through 
the Holy Spirit as the true rule and guide for faith and practice.  Whatever is 
not revealed in or established by the Holy Scriptures is not to be made an 
article of faith nor is it to be taught as essential to salvation.”   
(par. 103, Article IV – The Holy Bible, The Book of Discipline 2008) 
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“The written Word of God (is) to be the only sufficient rule both of 
Christian faith and practice.” (Works of John Wesley, Vol. 8, p. 340) 
 
“I want to know one thing, the way to heaven …. God himself has 
condescended to teach the way; for this very end he came from 
heaven. He hath written it down in a book. O give me that book! At 
any price, give me the book of God!” –John Wesley 
 
Dr. Albert Outler proposed that John Wesley constructed a unique 
approach to biblical study and discernment of God’s will that begins 
with the chief authority- the Scriptures, and uses the resources of 
tradition, experience and reason to apply the Bible to life to form a 
Christian worldview.  The Wesleyan Quadrilateral is one of the 
distinctive contributions to theology from John Wesley. 

 

    SCRIPTURE 
 

         TRADITION       REASON 
 
 
      EXPERIENCE 

 
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, consequently, all Scripture 
is infallibly true.”  (Sermons of John Wesley, Vol. 1 pp. 249-250) 
 
    

Although people may study a passage and disagree on its interpretation; 
because it is divine revelation, the bible is the chief authority for our beliefs.      
 
John Wesley condensed the Christian living down to three basic rules.  The 
historic General Rules are: 

1. Do no harm. 
2. Do good. 
3. Attend (keep) the ordinances of God (means of grace); such are: 

The public worship of God. 
The ministry of the Word, either read or expounded. 
The Supper of the Lord.  Family and private prayer.  
Searching the Scriptures.  Fasting or abstinence. 

 
Living the Christian life involves these basic spiritual practices.   
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The Organization (Polity) of the United Methodist Church 
 
The governing body of the church is the General Conference and meets 
every four years.  The Book of Discipline (updated every four years) contains 
the decisions of the General Conference and guides the church in ministry.  
No matter what anyone else says, the only official position of the United 
Methodist Church is found in The Book of Discipline.   FUMC Bryan is in 
the West District of The Texas Annual Conference of the UM church.  There 
are 9 districts.  Each local church holds an annual Church or Charge 
Conference led by the District Superintendent.  At this charge or church 
conference, members are elected to serve in ministry, clergy salaries are 
approved, the budget (including apportionments which fund denominational 
ministries) is usually set and the ministries of the church are celebrated.   
 

 
Something to Think About 

 
 

 
1. Meditate on the Apostles’ Creed and study the doctrines it expresses. 

Write down some of the basic doctrines that you see in this historic 
confession of the Christian faith?  Do you believe these basic teachings? 
Do you have any questions about these basic tenets of the faith? 
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 
 

 
2. Do you have any questions about the sacramental theology or 

organization of the United Methodist Church? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter Three 
 

What about First United Methodist Church, Bryan? 

 
FUMC Bryan began in 1868 when the current property was purchased for five 
hundred dollars.  Our current sanctuary was built in 1951.  We are have been in 
downtown Bryan near the railroad since before there was a downtown Bryan.  We 
are blessed to have a rich heritage of people who have come before us with vision, 
faithfulness and a love for the Lord and His church.   
 
In this session we will present our vision statement, explore the local church 
organizational structure, and explain what our expectations and hopes are 
for every member.   The purpose of chapter three is to explicate the last 
membership vow (a vow of faithfulness to the local church): 
 

7. As members of First United Methodist Church, Bryan will you faithfully 
participate in its ministries by your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your 
service and your witness? 

 
 

The Mission of the United Methodist Church  

(Par. 120, The Book of Discipline 2008) 

The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples 

of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

 

The Mission of First UMC, Bryan 

Our mission is to Love, Witness, Serve.  

Our Mission is to… 

Love God and Neighbor 

Witness to God’s grace 

Serve for God’s glory 

 



 19 

 
Our mission is based on many Scriptures; here are a few that inspire us:  
 
37 “Jesus replied, ‘You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and 
all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 A second is equally 
important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”   Mt. 22:37-39 NLT 
 
“And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has 
given to those who obey Him.”  Acts 5:32 NLT 

 
”For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life 
as a ransom for many.”   Mark 10:45 NLT 

 
 

The Organization of First United Methodist Church, Bryan 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 At the local level, First UMC is governed by its Church Council.  There are 
five administrative committees that report to the Church Council: the 
Board of Trustees (The FUMC of Bryan Endowment Corporation Board is 
a sub-committee), the Finance Committee, the Pastor/Staff Parish 
Relations Committee, the Vision and Planning Committee and the 
Nominations and Leadership Development Committee.  At First UMC, our 
ministries are organized as teams around five purposes of the first church 
(Acts 2).  We believe that every member is called to ministry and our goal 
is that every member find a place to serve Christ in the church and/or 
community. 

 

Administrative 
Committees 

 
Finance 
P/SPRC 
Trustees 

Nominations 

Vision & Planning 

Ministry Teams 

 
Discipleship 

Worship 
Fellowship 
Evangelism 

Service/Missions 

 

Church Council 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+5:32&version=50
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10:45&version=50
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WORSHIP  that lifts up the majesty of God 

LOVE 

FELLOWSHIP that supports one another 

 

DISCIPLESHIP that changes lives 

WITNESS 

EVANGELISM that reaches out 

SERVE 

SERVICE  that transforms the world 

 

In an organization, “maintenance” becomes the focus.  But in an organism, 
“ministry” is the focus.  Trusting in the Holy Spirit, we encourage 
ministries in the church to begin from the bottom up and not the top down.   
Any two people can begin a new ministry as part of a ministry team. 

 
Our church is organized for ministry.  Ministry is God’s will being done by 

God’s people in God’s way for God’s glory.  All Christians are called to 
ministry.  Your baptism is your consecration for ministry.  The members 
are the “ministers” or sometimes called laity.  We believe all Christians 
should be involved in a ministry where they experience God working 
through them to accomplish His purposes.  Go to our website 
(fumcbryan.org) for more information on our ministries.   Every member is 
expected to use their gifts for His glory and find a place to serve the Lord. 

 
“God gave...some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God’s people for works of 
ministry, so that the body of Christ may be built up...” (Eph. 4:11-12 NIV) 

 
The pastors are the “undershepherds.” The Risen Christ is the “Chief 

Shepherd” of the church.  Jesus Christ is the Head of the church and His 
body (the church) is the organism through which His Spirit works today. 

 
“God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything 
for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every 
way.”   (Eph. 1:22-23 NIV) 

 
United Methodist pastors are usually a licensed local pastor or an ordained 

elder.   An elder is entrusted with leadership (appointed by the bishop) of 
a local church or area of ministry.  Elders are ordained by a bishop and 
invested with authority to lead the church in four areas of responsibility: 
“Service, Word, Sacrament, and Order.”  Elders may serve as chaplains, 
campus ministers, pastors or in other capacities as leaders.    
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“To the elders I say...Be shepherds of God’s flock, serving as overseers...”   
(1 Pet. 5:1-2 NIV)   
 

Another type of ordination is the office of deacon.  A Deacon is appointed by 
the bishop, but does not vow, as an elder does, to move and relocate 
wherever sent.  Deacons are ordained to ministry of “Word and Service.”  
Deacons are often employed as directors of music ministries, youth 
ministries or Christian education. 

 
About one out of every three United Methodist Churches is served by a local 
pastor.  A local pastor is someone who has gone or is going through a 
course of study, but is not ordained.  Often, local pastors are part-time and 
have other professions.   
 
 

Our Hope for Members 
 
First and foremost, our hope is that you will daily live in a love relationship 
with Jesus Christ and by so doing love God and neighbor, witness to His 
grace and serve to accomplish His purposes for His glory.  When someone 
prayerfully decides that God’s will is to join FUMC, then they are ready to 
make a commitment to be an active member by affirming this last vow: 

 
7. As members of First United Methodist Church, Bryan will you faithfully 

participate in its ministries by your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your 
service and your witness? 

 
There are five commitments in this vow: 

1. Pray for your church, the staff and the ministries. 
2. Be present.  You are in the Lord’s army.  Don’t go AWOL. 
3. Give your financial support and give your time and talent. 
4. Serve in the church and outside the church. 
5. Witness to God’s grace by telling others about our Savior. 

 
When someone joins First UMC, Bryan by profession of faith or by transfer 
of membership from another church, we have four major expectations: 
 

1. Growing Through Worship (Love of God) 
2. Growing Through Small Groups (Love one another) 
3. Growing Through Financial Giving (Witness) 
4. Growing Through Service for Christ (Serve)  

 



 22 

 

Growing Through Worship 

How would you define “worship?”  One of the simplest definitions of worship 
is “loving God.”  Corporate worship is when the body of Christ assembles 
together for the expression of our love for Jesus Christ, the edification 
(building up) of believers and the encouragement of ministers (that’s you).   
The Bible says we must never forsake the assembly of ourselves together.  
How can you show your love for God, if you don’t show up?   
 
The church universal has been meeting on Sunday for almost 2000 years 
because it is the day Jesus rose from the dead.  Every Sunday is a little 
Easter celebration.  We are alive because He is alive.  Your presence at 
worship is a witness to the resurrection and a testimony of the gospel that 
says to others: “Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.”   
 
Worship is not just something we do on Sunday.  Worship is loving God 
through your lifestyle.   Worship is both head and heart.  Worship is a 
relationship with the Lord that includes talking and listening to God (prayer), 

Bible study, and offering your life as an instrument of God’s grace.   
 

Growing Through Small Groups 
 
John Wesley reformed the Anglican Church through the power of the Holy 
Spirit working through small groups.  These “Methodist” societies became 
the Methodist Church.  Today, churches are moving back to small groups.    
Although we do not require it, we expect every member to be part of a small 
group and a Sunday School class (or other bible study).  Why?  Because our 
purpose is to make faithful disciples and that means growing through the 
study of God’s Word in a community of faith that is caring and supportive.  
 

FUMC has begun a small group ministry called LIFE groups.  LIFE is an 
acronym meaning “Living in Faith Everyday.”  These small groups help 

members connect and grow.  By that we mean you connect to one another 
and grow in faith.  LIFE groups usually meet once a week or twice a month 
for about 90 minutes.  They may meet at the church or in homes.  Sign up 

occurs twice a year, but you can jump into a group at any time.   
The LIFE group watches over one another in love. The main purpose of a 
LIFE Group is: 

To exhort one another to LOVE God and neighbor 
To empower one another to WITNESS to our experience of God’s grace 

To encourage one another to SERVE others to the glory of God. 
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Growing Through Financial Giving 
 

Jesus spoke about money/ giving (stewardship) more than any other subject.  

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and 
where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
moth and rust do not destroy and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  (Mt 6:19-21) 

Jesus endorsed tithing when He chastised the Pharisees for hypocrisy. 
23 “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For 
you are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens, but you ignore the 
more important aspects of the law—justice, mercy, and faith. You should tithe, yes, but 
do not neglect the more important things. (Matthew 23:23 NLT) 

The bible teaches the principle of tithing 10%!  Abraham practiced tithing as 
a spiritual act of worship and gratitude.  While it is true that tithing was 
established in the Old Covenant and we are not under the law, but under 
grace, it is also true that tithing preceded the covenant with Israel.  It is 
also true that Christians have practiced tithing historically as a spiritual 
discipline; not because we are under the law, but because we want to 
give like Jesus who has given us all things generously. Here is what the 
prophet Malachi proclaimed: 
 
8You people are robbing me, your God. And, here you are, asking, "How are we 
robbing you?"  
   You are robbing me of the offerings and of the ten percent that belongs to me.  
9That's why your whole nation is under a curse. 10I am the LORD All-Powerful, and I 
challenge you to put me to the test. Bring the entire ten percent into the storehouse, 
so there will be food in my house. Then I will open the windows of heaven and flood 
you with blessing after blessing.  (Malachi 3:8-10 CEV) 

 

Financial giving is not dues for membership, but rather a spiritual act of 
obedience and worship of God.  Jesus taught us that we are stewards 
rather than owners.  A steward is a manager of someone else’s property.  
The Bible teaches that God owns it all.  Every spending decision is a 
stewardship issue of someone else’s money---God’s! 

 

7Let each one give as he has made up his own mind and purposed in his heart, 
not reluctantly or sorrowfully or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver 
[whose heart is in his giving].  (2 Corinthians 9:7 Amplified Bible AMP) 

Our church conducts an annual stewardship campaign asking members to 
make a commitment to give cheerfully and generously.  Our annual budget 
(over 1.1 million) is set by faith.  Without member giving, the church is 
unable carry out ministry.  If you are not tithing, we ask that you take steps 
toward tithing until you reach that goal.      



 24 

 
Growing Through Service 

 
We expect every member to be active in serving others for Christ.  We serve 
Christ in our employment, in our families, in our friendships and through 
servant/leadership in the local church. 
 

Biblical Reasons for Serving 
 
1. Every person has been created for ministry.  That’s your purpose. 

 
“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 
God prepared in advance for us to do.” -Ephesians 2:10 (NIV) 

 

2. We are called to minister, after the example of Christ. 
 
“Your attitude must be like my own, for I, the Messiah, did not come to be served, but 
to serve.”    -Matthew 20:28 (LB) 

Sometimes, the Lord places a special calling upon someone.  At all 
times our Heavenly Father has called us to serve like Jesus.  We are 
either doing it or not doing it.  You are already called, but you may not 
know what fits best as an area of service.  Where will you serve?  There 
are four committees, five ministry teams, several choirs, and special 
events like VBS, Creative Arts Camp, Church Camp, and mission trips 
along with so many areas of service.   What is your S.H.A.P.E. for 
ministry?  Shape is an acronym for spiritual gifts, heart, abilities, 
personality and experience.  You may have a gift or experience in an 
area or a personality that is just right to serve with children and youth. 
Your service may be in the church or in the community where you can 
make a difference for Christ throughout the day living out the Christian 
faith.   
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Something to Decide 

 
 A. Is it God’s will for me to become a full member of First United  

 Methodist Church, Bryan?  If not, why? 
  
B. How will I join?  (Circle One)  

1. By transfer from another denomination or UM Church. 
(Name of 
Church)_______________________________________________ 
 
2. By profession of faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
I have been baptized at __________________________________ 
 
I have not been baptized and desire to be baptized ____________  
  
3. I would like to remain a member at 

____________________________________________________ 
and become an affiliate or associate member of FUMC Bryan.   

 
C. What small group will I become a part of in order to grow as a  

disciple of Jesus Christ? 
 

 
D. Where will I serve in ministry?  What are my interests? 
 

 
E. Will I give to support my church? 

  ________________________________________________________   
(See Estimate of Giving Card in the Notebook) 

 
“And may you have the power to understand… 
how wide, how long, how high, and how deep  

His love really is.   
   

May you experience the love of Christ,  
though it is so great  

you will never fully understand it.   
 

Then you will be filled with  
the fullness of life and  

power that comes from God.” 
(Eph 3:18-19 NET) 


