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LEADER GUIDE

Celebrate Wonder is a curriculum that honors the spiritual life of 
children. Celebrate Wonder will engage children in open-ended 
exploration and inquiry of the Bible. Through experiential activities, 
spiritual practices, and reflection, Celebrate Wonder serves as a 
biblical guide to help children make meaning for their lives. This 
curriculum seeks to deepen children’s faith formation and to create 
a safe space for children to ask big questions and claim their spiritual 
identity as children of God.

Celebrate Wonder  
Bible Storybook
A colorfully illustrated  
children’s storybook Bible 
that will engage the children 
through simple storytelling, 
wonder, and open-ended 
questions. Includes 150 stories!

Celebrate Wonder  
Family Activity Book
This book offers family 
engagement with the Bible.  
All activities in the take-home 
book will engage children of  
all ages and their families in 
open-ended exploration and 
inquiry of the Bible.

CEB Bible
Now with more wonder  
and exploration inside.

Celebrate Wonder with 
Additional Resources
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800-672-1789 | Cokesbury.com
Call a Resource Consultant

Prices subject to change.

Children have a natural sense of wonder, 
curiosity, and imagination. With page 
after page of bright, colorful illustrations, 
the Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook 
will engage kids through simple 
storytelling and open-ended questions 
that encourage them to wonder about 
the Bible story. Watch their faith grow 
as they make connections between the 
Bible and their everyday lives. Includes 
150 stories! For ages 3 and up.
9781501897252. $21.99

Receive this Bible storybook for 
FREE when you sign up to receive 
the new Celebrate Wonder 
curriculum through Cokesbury’s 
Curriculum Automatic Shipment 
Program. Call 800-672-1789 
for more information.

Celebrate the wonder 
and awe of God’s Word
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 7 Session 1 God Creates the Earth 
 SEPTEMBER 6 
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Celebrate Wonder is a curriculum 
that honors the spiritual life of 
children. Celebrate Wonder will 
engage children in open-ended 
exploration and inquiry of the Bible. 
Through experiential activities, 
spiritual practices, and reflection, 
Celebrate Wonder serves as a 
biblical guide to help children 
make meaning for their lives. 
This curriculum seeks to deepen 
children’s faith formation and to 
create a safe space for children to 
ask big questions and claim their 
spiritual identity as children of God. 

Please visit CokesburyKids.com, 
where you can find podcasts, 
training videos, mission information, 
blog posts, free stuff, and more.
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Celebrate Wonder is a curriculum that seeks to celebrate spirituality 
through wonder. Children are naturally spiritual beings and everyday 
theologians. We want children to recognize and name this spirituality 
found within themselves and in all the world around them. 

This curriculum is based on spiritual practices which are incorporated 
through play, discovery, biblical exploration, faith conversation, and 
relationship. Children who participate in Celebrate Wonder will come 
to know and use spiritual practices as a way to deepen their faith and to 
grow in their spiritual identity as children of God. These spiritual practices 
then become building blocks for holy moments and enrich the faith lives 
of each and every child. We hope you will come wonder with us as we 
celebrate the Spirit of God in the lives of children. 

The overall goal of the Celebrate Wonder Leader Guide is to equip and 
empower the adults in such a way that they can easily and effectively 
engage, interact, and grow alongside their children. This is a guide, but 
not a manual. It is meant as a helpful tool so you can support and care for 
all of your children as you journey together to deepen your faith, learn the 
Bible, and grow as spiritual beings of God. 

1. Prepare to Wonder: This is biblical information that helps the 
leaders learn about the Bible story and how it connects to children. 
It helps you center your own mind and spirit as you focus on God’s 
Word and the intention of how you can help develop and grow the 
faith of the children. This section also includes an adult spiritual 
practice. We hope that leaders will find time to center themselves 
and to participate in a practice that prepares them to lead the 
children from a place of presence and connection to God. 

2. Come Together: This is a time for the children to enter the space 
and begin to explore the Bible story. Simple rituals, music, and 
children’s activity pages are included.

2Celebrate Wonder: Ages 3–5 
Leader Guide • Fall 2020
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Spiritual Practice 
A spiritual practice is an intentional activity or ritual that helps you 
be aware of God’s presence. For children, this means simple and 
tangible practices to connect to God’s love.

Teaching children spiritual practices provides them with tools needed 
to fully know themselves as children of God. This is important because 
children who are equipped with these helpful daily practices can develop 
deeper connections to encounter the divine.

Children are innately spiritual. Their curiosity and wonder are a model for 
faith in action. Through spiritual practices, they can remain connected to 
this natural spirituality. Spiritual practices come in all shapes and sizes. 

3. Wonder Time: Now is the time to tell and wonder about 
the Bible story. The Bible story is explored in several ways. We 
encourage you to read the Bible story and watch the DVD. 
Following the sharing of the Bible story, there is an opportunity for 
the children to have discussion, ask questions, and wonder together. 

4. Experience Wonder: This is a time for the children to deepen 
their understanding of the Bible story through exploration and play. 
This section of the lesson includes various learning styles and age-
appropriate activities. Each week these activities will vary based on 
connection to the Bible story.

5. Go in Peace: The lesson closes with a spiritual practice. Each 
week the children will be guided through a simple practice to 
connect them to themselves and to God. These practices are 
intended to be something they can also practice at home. Usually, 
the practice will end with a blessing or prayer. 

3Celebrate Wonder: Ages 3–5 
Leader Guide • Fall 2020
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In Celebrate Wonder, they are typically simple and interactive practices 
for the children to develop their own ways to feel God’s presence and to 
know their identity as children of God. 

Peaceful Place
The Peaceful Place is a space for the children to spend quiet time with 
God. Children enjoy having a comfortable place with quiet activities when 
they are feeling stressed or overwhelmed. Create a feeling of softness and 
rest by using soft rugs, pillows, and stuffed animals to snuggle with in the 
area. Each week there will be suggested books and quiet activities you 
can choose from. Since you know your children and what they need, you 
are invited to also include your own contributions to the Peaceful Place.

Wonder Table
A Wonder Table is similar to a worship altar found in many worship 
spaces. It is a holy space meant to help the children see and know God 
is present. We encourage you to use a smaller table that the children can 
see and interact with.

Each week there are suggested items to place on the table that 
coordinate with the church liturgical year and the Bible story. Suggested 
items include a Bible, a candle, a colored cloth, and so forth. The table 
can be used as a gathering area for the story time and for participating in 
spiritual practices. 

Wonder Box
The Wonder Box is a special place to hold a special item that connects to 
the Faith Word and the Bible story. Each week there will be a suggested 
item to place in the box. The Wonder Box is very special and is kept on 
the Wonder Table. Each week you will reveal what is inside and discuss its 
importance. 

We encourage you to make your own Wonder Box. It can be any shape or 
size, but it’s best if it has a lid. Leaders can create their own box for their 
children, or you may wish to include the children in the creation process. 
The goal is for the children to come to know this box as very special. The 
Wonder Box is another way for the children to engage in the Bible story 
and the focus on the lesson.

4Celebrate Wonder: Ages 3–5 
Leader Guide • Fall 2020

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

9781791000158_INT_FM-SON2020.indd   4 4/1/20   9:57 AM



These are basic supplies you will want to have readily available.  
All supplies will be listed above the activity in the Leader Guide.

Box of tissues

Glue, gluesticks

Paper cups 

Scissors (adult and 
safety)

Card stock 

Hand-washing 
supplies

Paper or plastic table 
coverings 

Smocks 

CD player

Index cards

Paper plates 

Stapler, staples 

Chenille stems

Lunch-size paper 
bags

Paper punch 

Stickers 

Colored and white 
copy paper

Markers (washable 
and permanent)

Paper streamers 

Tape (clear, masking, 
and double-stick)

Colored pencils

Metal brads

Paper towels 

Tissue paper 

Mural paper 

Pencils 

Washable paint 

Construction paper

Napkins

Plastic containers for 
paint and water 

Watercolor paints 

Cotton balls

Offering basket 

Posterboard 

Watercolor pencils

Cotton swabs

Paintbrushes

Television or 
projector

Wet wipes

Crayons

Paper bowls

Resealable plastic 
bags 

Wooden craft sticks

DVD player

Paper clips

Ribbon 

Yarn

CEB Bible

Celebrate Wonder Class Pack

Celebrate Wonder Activity Sheets

Celebrate Wonder Family  
Activity Book

Celebrate Wonder Leader Guide

Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook

Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD

Celebrate Wonder Quarterly DVD

5Celebrate Wonder: Ages 3–5 
Leader Guide • Fall 2020
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God saw how good it was. (Genesis 1:12c)

God Creates the Earth – 
Genesis 1:1-19

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: CREATIVITY
This year we will explore a different faith word each unit. To start, we will explore the 
word creativity, especially creativity through the beauty of God’s world. The next 
four weeks, we will wonder about the creativity God used in making the earth, living 
things, people, and helpers.

The Scripture comes from the first of two Creation stories. The world is created from 
a formless void and a great darkness. God created the light to complement the dark. 
In doing so, each day when the light appears, the world is created anew. 

Each day God created, God proclaimed the creation good. According to the New 
International Bible (NIB) commentary, “Good does not mean perfect.” Rather, 
creation is an ongoing process, and God remains involved in the process. God wants 
us to stay in relationship with God, to be co-creators, and to care for all of God’s 
wonder-filled creation together.

God created us to be creative, and children have a natural ability to use their 
creativity. To keep their creativity and curiosity active, children need time to explore 
the world and its beauty. Children can easily enter into a partnership with God. Listen 
deeply to their ideas for ways to care for and keep God’s creation beautiful. 

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
Find a quiet place outside to sit and observe God’s world. Use all your senses. Listen 
for God to speak to you in the rustling of the wind in the trees. See God’s wonders 
in the clouds that float by. Feel the earth as you run your hands through the dirt. 
Smell the sweet scent of the flowers. Rest in the beauty God created. Begin a journal 
to document in writing, illustrations, or photographs where you experience God’s 
beautiful creation.

7Celebrate Wonder: Ages 3–5 
Leader Guide • Fall 2020 • Session 1
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 7, 9, 16 & 17; Activity Sheets—p. 3; Celebrate Wonder 
Annual Music CD; Wonder Box; CD player; globe; green cloth; battery-operated 
candle; small dowels or pencils; yarn; tape; scissors

Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see p. 4) with a green cloth, battery-
operated candle, and a Wonder Box (see p. 4). Display the Bible Verse and Faith 
Word posters (Class Pack—pp. 7, 9). Place the globe inside the Wonder Box, and 
set the box on the Wonder Table. Punch out the seven pieces of the “God Created” 
mobile for each child (Activity Sheets—p. 3).

 • Play the theme song,“Celebrate Wonder” (Annual Music CD), as the children 
arrive. Greet each child by name and show the children where to mark their 
attendance (Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17). 

 • Point to the Unit 1 Faith Word poster (Class Pack—p. 9), and invite the children to 
wonder about what the word creativity means. 

 • Have each child assemble the “God Created” mobile (Activity Sheets—p. 3), 
following the directions on the back of the sheet.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player, green streamers

 • Tell the children there is green on the Wonder Table and green streamers because 
green is the color we use in church during the church season of Ordinary Time. 

 • Play the Unit 1 song, “Very Good” (Annual Music CD). Let the children sing, dance, 
and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder DVD, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, TV, DVD 
player

 • Invite the children to join you, sitting in a circle on the floor.

 • Read the Bible story, “God Creates the Earth” (Celebrate Wonder Bible 
Storybook—p. 12)

 • Watch the Session 1 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD).

8Celebrate Wonder: Ages 3–5 
Leader Guide • Fall 2020 • Session 1
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Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 9, 31; Wonder Box; tape

Prepare Ahead: Punch out and assemble the Wonder Cube (Class Pack—insert) and 
lay out the Wonder Mat for Unit 1 (Class Pack—p. 31).

 • Let the children take turns rolling the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the 
question(s) about the Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time 
allows.

 • Place the Wonder Box on the Wonder Mat (Class Pack—p. 31).

SAY: Today’s faith word is creativity.

 • Show the children the Creativity poster (Class Pack—p. 9).

SAY: The definition of creativity is the process of imagining and making something, 
just like God imagined and created the world.

 • Wonder together:

 ❍ Are you creative? Do you make things?

 ❍ Do you think God is creative?

 ❍ What do you think is inside our Wonder Box? 

 • Open the Wonder Box to reveal the globe.

WONDER: What does a globe have to do with our Bible story? Or creativity?

Experience Wonder 
Earth and Water (Sensory)
Supplies: two plastic tubs, sand, water, sand and water toys, plastic tablecloth, 
flashlights 

Prepare Ahead: Cover a table with the plastic tablecloth. Fill one tub halfway with 
water, and fill the other tub halfway with sand.

 • Let the children play with the toys in the plastic tubs.

 • Have them use their hands to feel the difference in the water and the sand. 

 • Let the children shine the flashlights in the tubs to create light and dark.

WONDER: Why do you think God separated the earth and the water? Why do you 
think God created the light and the dark?

Tip: Save the sensory tubs to use again next week.

9Celebrate Wonder: Ages 3–5 
Leader Guide • Fall 2020 • Session 1
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Sun and Moon Switch (Game)
 • Have the children stand in a circle.

 • Assign each child to be a sun or a moon. 

SAY: When I say, “God made the sun,” all the suns run into the middle of the circle. 
When I say, “God made the moon,” all the moons run into the middle of the circle, 
and the suns run out. When I say, “Sun up and moon down,” everyone form a circle 
again. 

WONDER: What do you like to do when it is light? What do you like to do when it is 
dark?

My Own Wonder Box (Art)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 94, shoeboxes, crayons or markers, glue

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “My Own Wonder Box” (Leader Guide—p. 94) for each 
child.

SAY: Each week we will be opening the Wonder Box in class and wondering about 
the item. Let’s each make a box for you to take home to help you wonder about God.

 • Have each child color a copy of the Wonder Box page. Help glue the page onto 
each child’s box.

WONDER: How do you like to enjoy the beauty God has created? 

Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Leader Guide—pp. 12, 91, 95; suggested books: “Let There Be Light” by 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and “Creation’s First Light” by Sandy Eisenberg Sasso; 
flashlights; globe; nature items; magnifying glasses; crayons or markers; card stock

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “God’s World” Journal Page (Leader Guide—p. 12) and 
the Unit 1 Faith Word coloring sheet (Leader Guide—p. 91) for each child. Make 
extra copies of the Unit 1 Faith Word coloring sheet to leave in the Peaceful Place. 
Photocopy “My Own Wonder Mat” (Leader Guide—p. 95) for each child on card 
stock.

 • Assist the children as needed as they interact with the items provided.

 • Invite the children to draw something beautiful on the “God’s World” Journal Page.

 • Let each child color the Faith Word sheet and “My Own Wonder Mat.”

Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional. Pick 
and choose what you want or add your own ideas.  

10Celebrate Wonder: Ages 3–5 
Leader Guide • Fall 2020 • Session 1

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

9781791000158_INT_PP07-12.indd   10 4/1/20   10:03 AM



Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Exploring Creation Through Beauty
Supplies: Leader Guide—pp. 89, 90; Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book (one for 
each child); two plastic tubs with sand and water from earlier

SAY: A spiritual practice is not something you do the same way all the time. There 
is no right or wrong way to do a spiritual practice. Connecting to God through the 
beauty in our everyday lives can bring joy to us. God made us to be creators with 
God. We can continue to create beauty in the world.  

 • Guide the children through a spiritual practice.

 ❍  Have each child put one hand in the sand tub and one hand in the 
water tub. 

 ❍ Have the children close their eyes. 

 ❍ Let them feel the sand and water run through their fingers. 

PRAY: God, the earth and the water are just two of your creations. Help us remember 
we can create beauty like you. Amen.

SAY: This week when you see water, remember that God created this beautiful world 
for us. God wants us to care for and create beautiful things.

 • Bless the children before they leave. Touch each child as you say this blessing: 
“May God bless you and care for you. Go now in love.”

 • Send home a copy of the Family Letter (Leader Guide—p. 90) and a copy of the 
Celebration Chart (Leader Guide—p. 89), one for each child.

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the Celebration Chart and to read 
the Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book together.

11Celebrate Wonder: Ages 3–5 
Leader Guide • Fall 2020 • Session 1
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“God’s World” Journal Page

12Celebrate Wonder: Ages 3–5 
Leader Guide • Fall 2020 • Session 1
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God saw how good it was. (Genesis 1:12c)

God Creates Living Things – 
Genesis 1:20-25

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: CREATIVITY
This week we continue to explore creation through beauty. God created living things 
and proclaimed them beautiful. God made all living things diverse in color, shape, 
and size. God delighted in the variety of living things that God created.

Each area of the earth that God created needed different living things. Fish, sea 
animals, and water plants needed the nourishment of water. Creatures that lived 
on land and flew in the sky needed plants and areas to nest and find food. God 
proclaimed all living things good and beautiful.

Beauty is sometimes said to be in the “eye of the beholder.” Two people can look 
at a piece of art; one will see beauty, the other may see a mess. The artist probably 
created the piece of art from his or her idea of beauty. God created the idea of 
the world and, like an artist, God made the creation come alive. God saw all that 
was created as good and beautiful. As people, we often struggle with seeing 
other people and the natural world as beautiful. What if we saw all people as good 
and beautiful creations dreamed up and made by God? What if we took the time 
to examine all aspects of God’s world and find the beauty in every part of God’s 
creation?

Beauty can be found in the most unexpected places. Children delight in the beauty 
around them. Maybe we all should start looking at the world through the eyes of 
a child—slowing our pace, looking at the ground below us, and stopping to give 
thanks for God’s world of wonder and beauty.  

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
Build a creative tool kit. Include items that spark your creativity. Think about 
including your favorite music or musical instrument, a camera or favorite pictures, a 
notebook, and writing or coloring utensils. Look at your hands. Remember that God 
made your hands to create. God finds beauty in your creations. Take time to please 
God by using the gifts given to you.

13Celebrate Wonder: Ages 3–5
Leader Guide • Fall 2020 • Session 2
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 7, 9, 16 & 17; Activity Sheets—pp. 5 & 6; Celebrate 
Wonder Annual Music CD; Wonder Box; CD player; potted flower; baby oil; water; 
blue food coloring; bottle with cap; duct tape; green cloth; battery-operated candle; 
crayons or markers

Prepare Ahead: Set up the Wonder Table (see p. 4) with a green cloth, battery-
operated candle, and the Wonder Box (see p. 4). Continue to display the Bible Verse 
and Faith Word posters (Class Pack—pp. 7, 9). Place the potted flower inside the 
Wonder Box, and set the box on the Wonder Table. Mix half baby oil and half water 
with drops of blue food coloring in the bottle (screw the cap on tightly and seal with 
duct tape) and shake, creating an “Ocean Wave Bottle.”

 • Play the theme song, “Celebrate Wonder” (Annual Music CD), as the children 
arrive. 

 • Greet each child by name and show the children where to mark their attendance 
(Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17). 

 • Point to the Unit 1 Faith Word poster (Class Pack—p. 9), and invite the children to 
wonder about what the word creativity means. Encourage the children to look for 
beauty in the movement of the “waves” in the Ocean Wave Bottle.

 • Give each child a copy of “Who Lives Here?” and “My Favorite Flowers” (Activity 
Sheets—pp. 5 & 6) to complete, following the directions on each page.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player, green streamers

 • Tell the children there is green on the Wonder Table and green streamers because 
green is the color we use in church during the church season of Ordinary Time.

 • Play the Unit 1 song, “Very Good” (Annual Music CD).

 • Let the children sing, dance, and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder DVD, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, TV, DVD 
player
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 • Invite the children to join you, sitting in a circle on the floor.

 • Read the Bible story, “God Creates Living Things” (Celebrate Wonder Bible 
Storybook—p. 14). Watch the Session 2 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD).

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 9, 31; Wonder Box

Prepare Ahead: Assemble the Wonder Cube (insert), if not already done, and lay out 
the Unit 1 Wonder Mat (Class Pack—p. 31).

 • Let the children take turns rolling the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the 
question(s) about the Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time 
allows.

 • Place the Wonder Box on the Wonder Mat (Class Pack—p. 31).

SAY: Today’s faith word is creativity.

 • Show the children the Creativity poster (Class Pack—p. 9).

SAY: We use the creativity God gave us when we imagine what something will look 
like and then we make it—like the flower drawings we did earlier!

 • Wonder together:

 ❍  Do you think the color of your flower is on the Wonder Mat? Can you 
find it?

 ❍ Why do you think God created so many colors?

 ❍ What do you think is inside our Wonder Box? 

 • Open the Wonder Box to reveal the potted flower.

WONDER: What does a flower have to do with our faith word, creativity?

Experience Wonder 
My Favorite Living Thing Mask (Art)
Supplies: paper plates, feathers, yarn, construction paper scraps, crayons or markers, 
glue, hole punch, scissors 

Prepare Ahead: For each child: cut two circles from the top center of a paper plate 
for eyeholes. Punch a hole on each side just above the middle of the paper plate to 
loop yarn through to tie the mask on.

 • Distribute supplies and help the children, as needed, to decorate the paper plate 
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masks as living creatures. Help the children put on the masks and pretend to be 
the living creature they created.

WONDER: We each made a mask of our favorite living thing. God created places for 
all the living things to live. Where does the creature you created live? 

Walking in God’s Creation (Game)
Supplies: paper, pencil, clipboard

SAY: God made so many beautiful living things. Today we will take a walk outside 
and look for all the beautiful living things. Let’s walk slowly so we don’t miss anything.

 • Have the children call out what they see. Keep track on the paper what they 
discover.

 • When you return to the classroom, name the items the children saw.

WONDER: Why do you think these items are beautiful?

Living Things (Sensory)
Supplies: sensory items from Session 1 (see p. 9); plastic toy animals, fish, birds, trees, 
plants

 • Encourage the children to play with all the items in the water tub and sand tub.

SAY: God created so many living things. Some live on land, some on water, and 
some on both! 

WONDER: Do you know where all these living things have their homes? Why do you 
think God made so many different living things?

Tip: Save the sensory items to use again next week.

Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Class Pack—p. 11, Leader Guide—p. 18, suggested books: “What Does 
Bunny See?” by Linda Sue Park and “Animals of the Bible for Young Children” by 
Marie-Helene Delval, large ink pads, potted flower from the Wonder Box, scissors, 
teaspoon, water, bowl, crayons or markers, wet wipes

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “A Hanimal” Journal Page (Leader Guide—p. 18) for 
each child.

 • Let each child care for the flower by adding a teaspoon of water to the flower. 

 • Using the Creation Cards (Class Pack—p. 11), let the children tell the Creation story 
in their own words.
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 • Help each child place a hand on the ink pad and stamp her or his hand on the “A 
Hanimal” Journal Page. Have each child create a real or imaginary living thing out 
of her or his handprint.

Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional. Pick 
and choose what you want or add your own ideas.  

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Exploring Creation Through Beauty
SAY: Last week we did a spiritual practice. We said there was no right way or 
wrong way to do a spiritual practice. What matters is if we are thinking about and  
connecting to God. This week we will do a different spiritual practice to help us keep 
connected to God.

 • Guide the children through a spiritual practice.

 ❍  Have the children hold their hands in front of them, palms side up, 
and look at them closely.

 ❍  Have them turn their hands over, so the palms are facing down. 
Again, have them look at the back of their hands closely.

 ❍  Have the children then look at their neighbors’ hands closely, palms 
side up and palms side down. 

SAY: God made our hands to create beauty. Our hands are similar to our neighbors, 
but not exactly alike. God gave all of us the ability to create, but we all create 
different things. 

PRAY: God, thank you for creating our hands to make beautiful things in your world. 
Amen.

SAY: This week when you look at your hands, remember God created you to use 
your creativity to make beautiful things.

 • Bless the children before they leave. Touch each child as you say this blessing: 
“May God bless you and care for you. Go now in love.”

 • Send home a copy of the Family Letter (Leader Guide—p. 90) and a copy of the 
Celebration Chart (Leader Guide—p. 89) with any child who does not already have 
one.

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the Celebration Chart and to read 
the Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book together.
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“A Hanimal” Journal Page
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God saw how good it was. (Genesis 1:12c)

God Creates People – 
Genesis 1:26–2:4

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: CREATIVITY
After creating the earth and all living things, God looked around and decided to 

“make humanity in our image to resemble us so that they may take charge of the fish 
of the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the earth, and all the crawling things 
on earth” (Genesis 1:26). This week we will explore beauty in the world through 
God’s creation of people.

The world was so big and so diverse with all the living things, God decided someone 
needed to help care for it. So, God created a person in the image of God. God 
did not create people to be just like God. God created people to be different and 
unique, just like God created the rest of the world.

Children are naturally inclined to look at the world through a different set of eyes 
than adults do. They don’t have the stress and time commitments that adults have. 
They take time to examine the minutest detail of the path in front of them and stop 
in awe at the sight of a worm wiggling down the sidewalk. God created the world so 
all people would have the same sense of wonder and awe as children do.

Wonder with the children about the diversity and beauty of all living things. Wonder 
why God created all living things so they would work together.

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
Sometimes we can be hard on ourselves. We may look in a mirror and think, My nose 
is too big or I wish my eyes were blue. Stop! You are beautiful just the way you are 
because God made you in God’s image. Instead, look in the mirror and say aloud, “I 
am made in God’s image. I am beautiful, and I am good.” As you pass a mirror this 
week, remind yourself with this spiritual practice that you are beautiful and you are 
made in God’s image. 
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 7, 9, 16 & 17; Activity Sheets—p. 7; Celebrate Wonder 
Annual Music CD; Wonder Box; CD player; mirror; pictures of children from around 
the world; crayons or markers; green cloth; battery-operated candle; scissors; thin 
cardboard; aluminum foil; glue; craft sticks

Prepare Ahead: Set up the Wonder Table (see p. 4) with a green cloth, battery-
operated candle, and the Wonder Box (see p. 4). Display the Bible Verse and Faith 
Word posters (Class Pack—pp. 7, 9). Place the mirror inside the Wonder Box, and 
set the box on the Wonder Table. Punch out the “I Am Beautiful” mirror (Activity 
Sheets—p. 7) for each child.

 • Play the theme song, “Celebrate Wonder” (Annual Music CD), as the children 
arrive. 

 • Greet each child by name and show the children where to mark their attendance 
(Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17). 

 • Point to the Unit 1 Faith Word poster (Class Pack—p. 9), and invite the children to 
wonder about what the word creativity means. Encourage the children to look for 
ways children from around the world are the same or different as them.

 • Help the children complete the “I Am Beautiful” mirror (Activity Sheets—p. 7), 
following the directions on the back of the sheet.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player, green streamers 

 • Tell the children there is green on the Wonder Table and green streamers because 
green is the color we use in church during the church season of Ordinary Time.

 • Play the Unit 1 song, “Very Good” (Annual Music CD).

 • Let the children sing, dance, and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder DVD, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, TV, DVD 
player

 • Invite the children to join you, sitting in a circle on the floor.
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 • Read the Bible story, “God Creates People” (Celebrate Wonder Bible 
Storybook—p. 16).

 • Watch the Session 3 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD).

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 9, 31; Wonder Box

Prepare Ahead: Assemble the Wonder Cube (Class Pack—insert), if not already 
done, and lay out the Unit 1 Wonder Mat (Class Pack—p. 31).

 • Let the children take turns rolling the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the 
question(s) about the Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time 
allows.

 • Place the Wonder Box on the Wonder Mat (Class Pack—p. 31).

SAY: Our faith word today is creativity.

 • Show the children the Creativity poster (Class Pack—p. 9).

SAY: An image is a picture or a reflection, like when you see yourself in a mirror. God 
made us in God’s image so we could be creative and make things like God. Part of 
being creative is thinking up stuff.

 • Wonder together:

 ❍ What are some things you can make?

 ❍ What are some things you have thought of and would like to make?

 ❍ What do you think is inside the Wonder Box this week? 

 • Open the Wonder Box to reveal the mirror.

WONDER: What do you think a mirror has to do with our Bible story?

Experience Wonder 
Self-portrait (Art)
Supplies: mirrors, table covering, paint, white paper, paintbrushes, containers of 
water, smocks

Prepare Ahead: Cover the table and place water in containers.

SAY: Let’s each paint an image of ourself on the paper. Use the mirrors to help you.

 • Have each child look in a mirror and paint the image he or she sees on the paper. 

 • After the pictures are dry, hang them on the wall. 
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WONDER: What do you think God looks like? 

Tip: You can substitute crayons or markers instead of paint.

God Creates People (Sensory)
Supplies: sensory items from Sessions 1 and 2 (see pp. 9 & 16), toy people figures

 • Give the children time to interact and play with the items in the sand tub and the 
water tub.

WONDER: What are creative ways we can care for God’s creation?

Tip: Save the sensory items to use again next week.

Reflecting Images (Game)
SAY: The Bible story today tells us that people are made in the image of God. An 
image is like a picture: it looks like you, but it isn’t the real you. We can create things 
like God, but they won’t be exactly what God created. That’s OK!

 • Divide the children into pairs. Assign one child to be the leader and the other child 
to be the image. 

 • Have the children face each other. The leader will make a movement, and the 
“image” will do the same movement. Have them switch places after a few minutes. 

WONDER: Was it hard to do exactly what the other person did? 

Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Class Pack—p. 11, Leader Guide—p. 24, suggested books: “Drawing God” 
by Karen Kiefer and “Images of God for Young Children” by Marie-Helene Delval, 
mirrors, potted flower, teaspoon, water bowl, crayons or markers

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the “I Am Beautiful” Journal Page (Leader Guide—p. 24) 
for each child.

 • Have each child look in a mirror and say, “I am beautiful.”

 • Let each child care for the flower by adding a teaspoon of water to the flower. 

 • Using the Creation Cards (Class Pack—p. 11), let the children tell the Creation story 
in their own words.

 • Give each child a copy of the “I Am Beautiful” Journal Page (Leader Guide—p. 24), 
and have the child draw an image of herself of himself in the mirror.

Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional. Pick 
and choose what you want or add your own ideas.
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Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Exploring Creation Through Beauty
SAY: This week we will do a spiritual practice that will help us remember that God 
created us in God’s image and we are beautiful.

 • Guide the children through a spiritual practice.

SAY: Look in the mirror you made earlier from the Activity Sheets. God made each of 
us beautiful and special. Say out loud, “I am beautiful. I am special.”

PRAY: God, thank you for making each of us beautiful and special. Amen.

SAY: This week when you look in a mirror, say to yourself, “I am beautiful. I am 
special.”

 • Bless the children before they leave. Touch each child as you say this blessing: 
“May God bless you and care for you. Go now in love.”

 • Send home a copy of the Family Letter (Leader Guide—p. 90) and a copy of the 
Celebration Chart (Leader Guide—p. 89) with any child who does not already have 
one.

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the Celebration Chart and to read 
the Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book together.
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“I Am Beautiful” Journal Page
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God saw how good it was. (Genesis 1:12c)

God Creates Helpers – 
Genesis 2:10-23

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: CREATIVITY
God spent many days creating a beautiful world and, in that world, God created a 
beautiful garden filled with trees and plants of all kinds. The Bible story we read last 
week said the garden needed a caretaker, so God created a person named Adam. 
The animals in the garden were helpful to Adam, but God became aware that the 
garden required more work than Adam could keep up with. God decided to create 
a helper for Adam, another person who would partner with Adam to care for the 
garden. Adam named the person Eve.

Eve is often referred to as Adam’s helper. The term helper may sound as if Eve is less 
important than Adam. Eve was created to be a partner to Adam, to be in relationship 
with him and share equally in caring for the garden and the earth.

As we bring this unit to a close, remind your children that God used creativity 
to create a world of beauty and a world of wonder. God created the world and 
everything in it to be connected. No living thing—plant, animal, or person—is more 
important than another. Encourage your children to create beauty with God in all 
they do and to always look for beauty in the world around them.

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
Return to the quiet place you found in Session 1. Experience God’s beautiful world 
with all your senses. Listen to the leaves rustle in the wind and the birds sing. Feel 
the wind on your face and the softness of the earth. See the brightness of the sun 
or the moon shining from the sky. Smell the pungent odor of wet leaves. Taste the 
crispness of cold water. As you go through your week, use your senses to remind you 
of the love God put in to creating the world.
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 9, 16 & 17; Activity Sheets—p. 9; Celebrate Wonder 
Annual Music CD; Wonder Box; CD player; crayons or markers; cotton balls; 
cardboard; glue; green cloth; battery-operated candle; shoeboxes or shoebox lids; 
glue; green shredded paper; other art supplies

Prepare Ahead: Set up the Wonder Table (see p. 4) with a green cloth, battery-
operated candle, and the Wonder Box (see p. 4). Place the Unit 1 Faith Word poster 
(Class Pack—p. 9) inside the Wonder Box, and set the box on the Wonder Table. 
Punch out the five figures in “Adam and Eve” (Activity Sheets—p. 9) for each child.

 • Play the theme song, “Celebrate Wonder” (Annual Music CD), as the children 
arrive. 

 • Greet each child by name and show the children where to mark their attendance 
(Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17). 

 • Give each child the figures from “Adam and Eve” (Activity Sheets—p. 9).

 • Have the children use the art supplies and figures to create a garden-of-Eden 
diorama, following the directions on the back of the Activity Sheet.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player, green streamers

 • Tell the children there is green on the Wonder Table and green streamers because 
green is the color we use in church during the church season of Ordinary Time.

 • Play the Unit 1 song, “Very Good” (Annual Music CD).

 • Let the children sing, dance, and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder DVD, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, TV, DVD 
player

 • Invite the children to join you, sitting in a circle on the floor.

 • Read the Bible story, “God Creates Helpers” (Celebrate Wonder Bible 
Storybook—p. 18).
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 • Watch the Session 4 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD).

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 9, 31; Wonder Box

Prepare Ahead: Assemble the Wonder Cube, if not already done, and lay out the 
Wonder Mat (Class Pack—p. 31).

 • Let the children take turns rolling the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the 
question(s) about the Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time 
allows.

 • Place the Wonder Box on the Wonder Mat (Class Pack—p. 31).

SAY: God made the world and all that is in it. God used creativity to make a beautiful 
world for people to care for. 

 • Wonder together:

 ❍ What can we do to help care for God’s world?

 ❍ If you could plant a garden, what would you plant? Why?

 ❍ Let’s see what is in the Wonder Box.

 • Open the Wonder Box to reveal the Faith Word poster.

WONDER: Who knows what this word is? How are you creative?

Experience Wonder 
I Need a Helper (Game)
 • Have the children form a circle, and select a child to be the first person God 

created.

SAY: The first person God created needed a helper. The garden that God created 
was too big for one person to care for. God created a partner to help Adam and 
keep him company.

 • Have the “first person” walk around the outside of the circle. When that child finds 
a helper, have the first person tap that child on the shoulder.

 • The helper and the first person will run around the circle and try to be first to reach 
the empty spot. The child who doesn’t make it back to the spot first becomes 
the first person and repeats the action. Let everyone have a chance to be the first 
person.

WONDER: How many people do you think it takes to care for the entire world? 
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Creation Cards (Storytelling)
Supplies: Class Pack—p. 11

 • Lay out the Creation Cards (Class Pack—p. 11) on the table.

ASK: Do you remember all the things God created?

SAY: Tell me about God’s creation and all of the beautiful things in it.

 • Have the children take turns telling you about God’s creation using the cards.

WONDER: What do you think God did when God was all done creating?

Creation Mural (Art)
Supplies: mural paper, markers or crayons, cotton balls, stickers (animals/fish, sun, 
moon, stars), colored tissue paper, glue, tape

Prepare Ahead: Hang the mural paper on the wall or lay it across a long table.

SAY: The Bible story says that God created the world and then God rested.

 • Lay out all the art supplies.

 • Have the children use the stickers, craft supplies, and markers or crayons to create 
all the beautiful things in the world on the mural paper.

 • Show the children how to write a “Z” on the mural to show that God rested.

WONDER: Which part of the creation mural is your favorite? What would you add to 
creation?

Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 30, suggested book: “Adam and Eve’s First Sunset: 
God’s New Day” by Sandy Eisenberg Sasso, crayons or markers

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the “In the Garden” Journal Page (Leader Guide—p. 30) 
for each child.

 • Give each child a copy of the “In the Garden” Journal Page, and have each child 
draw the garden as she or he imagines it.

Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional. Pick 
and choose what you want or add your own ideas.
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Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Exploring Creation Through Beauty
SAY: We are going to sing as our spiritual practice this week. A spiritual practice 
brings us closer to God. Music of any kind can be a spiritual practice and bring you 
closer to God. Sing with me.

 • Guide the children through a spiritual practice.

 ❍ Sing the following to the tune of “Hot Cross Buns.”

SING: God made me. (Point to self.) God made you. (Point to others.) God made all 
the living things (Spread arms wide.) and God made us! (Hug self.) (Repeat.)

WONDER: Are there songs you like that remind you of God?

PRAY: God, thank you for creating a beautiful world for us to live in. Amen.

SAY: This week sing to God as much as you want!

 • Bless the children before they leave. Touch each child as you say this blessing: 
“May God bless you and care for you. Go now in love.”

 • Send home a copy of the Family Letter (Leader Guide—p. 90) and a copy of the 
Celebration Chart (Leader Guide—p. 89) with any child who does not already have 
one.

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the Celebration Chart and to read 
the Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book together.
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“In the Garden” Journal Page
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The Lord carried out just what he had promised. (Genesis 21:1)

Abraham and Sarah – Genesis 12:1-9

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: FAITH
Our faith word for this month is faith. The definition we use for faith is”to believe in 
God’s presence and hope.” This month we will explore faith through God’s promises.

God made many promises in the Bible. The story of Abraham and Sarah is one of 
many stories found in the Bible about God’s promises and people’s faith in those 
promises. For the next few weeks, we will journey with Abraham and Sarah. Their 
journey will take them far away from home and bring many surprises. 

Abraham and Sarah lived in Haran with their family. They were happy living in Haran, 
but they were sad because they did not have any children. They longed for a child 
and continued to hope that God would bless them with a child.

One day God spoke to Abraham and told him to leave Haran with his family and 
move to a new land. God promised Abraham three things: (1) God would provide 
Abraham with new land, (2) God would give Abraham many descendants, and (3) 
Abraham’s family would be a blessing to other people.

Abraham may have wondered how God would fulfill the promises made to him. 
After all, he and Sarah were old with no children to create descendants. However, 
Abraham’s faith in God and his relationship with God was strong, so he did as God 
said. 

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
We take many journeys every day. Most of our journeys are short, like to school or 
to the grocery store. God promised to be with Abraham on his journey of many 
years. God is with us on all the journeys we take, long ones or short ones. Start each 
journey you take with a short prayer. You can say, “God keep us safe,” or a phrase of 
your choosing. The spiritual practice reminds us that God is always with us.
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 7, 14, 16 & 17; Activity Sheets—p. 11; Celebrate Wonder 
Annual Music CD; Wonder Box; CD player; compass; markers; green cloth; battery-
operated candle

Prepare Ahead: Set up the Wonder Table with a green cloth and battery-operated 
candle. Display the Bible Verse and Faith Word posters (Class Pack—pp. 7, 14). Place 
the compass inside the Wonder Box, and set the box on the Wonder Table. Punch 
out the two-sided “Camel” (Activity Sheets—p. 11) for each child.

 • Play the theme song, “Celebrate Wonder” (Annual Music CD), as the children 
arrive. 

 • Greet each child by name and show the children where to mark their attendance 
(Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17). 

 • Point to the Faith Word poster for Unit 2 (Class Pack—p. 14), and invite the children 
to wonder about what the word faith means.

 • Have the children complete assembly of their camels, following the directions on 
the back of the Activity Sheet.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player, green streamers

 • Tell the children there is green on the Wonder Table and green streamers because 
green is the color we use in church during the church season of Ordinary Time.

 • Play the Unit 2 song, “Reason to Believe” (Annual Music CD).

 • Let the children sing, dance, and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder DVD, Class Pack—p. 4, Celebrate Wonder Bible 
Storybook, TV, DVD player, tent

Prepare Ahead: Set up the tent and lay out the Wonder Mat for Unit 2 (Class 
Pack—p. 4).

 • Invite the children to join you in a circle by the tent.
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 • Read the Bible story, “Abraham and Sarah” (Celebrate Wonder Bible 
Storybook—p. 24).

 • Watch the Session 5 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD).

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, p. 4; Wonder Box

Prepare Ahead: Assemble the Wonder Cube (Class Pack—insert), if not already 
done. Lay out the Wonder Mat for Unit 2 (Class Pack—p. 4).

 • Let the children take turns rolling the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the 
question(s) about the Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time 
allows.

 • Place the Wonder Box on the Unit 2 Wonder Mat (Class Pack—p. 4).

SAY: Our faith word this month is faith. Faith means to believe in God’s presence and 
hope. We have faith because we believe God is always with us, and we have hope 
that God will keep the promises made to us. 

 • Wonder together:

 ❍ Do you think Abraham and Sarah had faith in God’s promises?

 ❍  Do you think Abraham and Sarah believed that God was with them 
on their journey?

 ❍ What do you think is inside the Wonder Box this week? 

 • Open the Wonder Box to reveal the compass.

WONDER: Why would we have a compass in the Wonder Box?

Experience Wonder 
Camel Caravan (Play)
Supplies: camels made earlier, painters’ tape, compass

Prepare Ahead: Place two pieces of tape about four inches apart from each other to 
create a road. Make twists and turns in the road so the children can use the compass 
to find what direction they are going.

 • Have the children move their camels along the road from one end to the other.

SAY: God promised Abraham and Sarah a new place to live. The new land was very 
far away, and they had to go in many directions to get there. I doubt that Abraham 
and Sarah had a compass to help them.
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WONDER: How did Abraham and Sarah know which direction was the right 
direction to get to the new land? 

My Compass (Art)
Supplies: white paper plates, thin strips of paper, brads, hole punch, crayons or 
markers, stickers, various art supplies

Prepare Ahead: For each child: write the letters N, S, E, W on the correct areas of the 
plate. Punch a hole in the middle of the strip of paper and the middle of the paper 
plate. Place the brad through the hole in the paper and then through the paper 
plate.

 • Have each child decorate a paper plate with the supplies provided.

SAY: Now that we have a camel and a compass, let’s go on a journey!

 • Have the children follow you as you lead them through the halls of the church.

WONDER: Do you think Abraham and Sarah got lost on their journey?

Journey Caravan (Snack)
Supplies: picnic basket, snack foods, paper plates, napkins, blanket

Prepare Ahead: Lay a blanket outside the tent you set up earlier in the room.

 • Have the children sit on the blanket. Pass out the snacks and thank God for the 
food provided.

WONDER: What kind of food do you think Abraham and Sarah ate on their journey?

Tip: Always check for allergies when serving food to the children.

Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Leader Guide—pp. 36, 92; suggested books: “I Promise” by David McPhail 
and “The Night Before Summer Vacation” by Natasha Wing; tray; sand; compass 
from Wonder Box; crayons or markers

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the “On a Journey” Journal Page (Leader Guide—p. 36) 
and the Unit 2 Faith Word coloring sheet (Leader Guide—p. 92) for each child. (Make 
extra photocopies of the Faith Word coloring sheet to leave in the Peaceful Place 
this month.) Pour sand into a tray.

 • Show the children how to use a finger to separate the sand to make a path.

 • Have the children draw items they would take on a journey on the ”On a Journey” 
Journal Page (p. 36).
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Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional. 

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Exploring Faith Through God’s 
Promises
SAY: Our spiritual practice this week will help us remember that Abraham and Sarah 
had faith in God, and so should we. Faith doesn’t mean we always get what we want. 
God works in God’s time, not ours. Abraham and Sarah waited a long time for the 
promises God made to them to be fulfilled. Sometimes we have to wait a long time 
too.

 • Guide the children through a spiritual practice.

SAY: Close your eyes and imagine you are on a path in the desert. Pretend you are 
walking along the path, but you are not alone. God is right beside you.

PRAY: God, I am so happy you are beside me on my path. Amen.

SAY: Wherever you walk this week, remember that God is beside you. Thank God for 
being with you.

 • Bless the children before they leave. Touch each child as you say this blessing: 
“May God bless you and care for you. Go now in love.”

 • Send home a copy of the Family Letter (Leader Guide—p. 90) and a copy of the 
Celebration Chart (Leader Guide—p. 89) with any child who does not already have 
one.

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the Celebration Chart and to read 
the Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book together.
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“On a Journey” Journal Page
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The Lord carried out just what he had promised. (Genesis 21:1)

God’s Promise to Abraham – 
Genesis 15:1-6

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: FAITH
Last week the Bible story told us that God spoke to Abraham, made him three 
promises, and told him to move to a new land. God promised to be with Abraham as 
he journeyed to the new land. Abraham had faith in God, so he did as God asked.

When God spoke to Abraham this time, God told Abraham not to be afraid. God 
said Abraham would be protected, and his reward would be great. Abraham may 
have wondered how he would be blessed with descendants since he and Sarah were 
very old, and they still had no children. So, Abraham asked God.

God patiently replied that Abraham should count the stars in the night sky if he 
thought he could. There were more stars than Abraham could count. God told 
him that was how many descendants he would have. God used the stars to help 
Abraham understand that nothing was impossible for God.

Abraham’s faith in God and the promises God made to him were all Abraham 
needed to wait for God to fulfill the promises. While he waited, Abraham knew God 
was with him.

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
Step outside on a starry night. Watch the stars twinkle, and look for shooting stars. 
Count as many stars as you can. Think about what Abraham must have thought as he 
tried to count the stars. What promises has God made to you? As you go through life 
this week, look for stars. When you see a star, pause and remind yourself that God is 
faithful and God keeps promises.
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 7, 14, 16 & 17; Activity Sheets—p. 13; Celebrate Wonder 
Annual Music CD; Wonder Box; CD player; star; glue; green cloth; battery-operated 
candle

Prepare Ahead: Set up the Wonder Table with a green cloth and a battery-operated 
candle. Display the Bible Verse and Faith Word posters (Class Pack—pp. 7, 14). Place 
the star inside the Wonder Box, and set the box on the Wonder Table. Punch out the 
puzzle and the five puzzle pieces on “Abraham Puzzle” (Activity Sheets—p. 13) for 
each child.

 • Play the theme song, “Celebrate Wonder” (Annual Music CD), as the children 
arrive. 

 • Greet each child by name and show the children how to mark their attendance 
(Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17). 

 • Point to the Unit 2 Faith Word poster (Class Pack—p. 14), and invite the children to 
wonder about faith.

 • Give each child the pieces of “Abraham Puzzle” (Activity Sheets—p. 13) to 
complete.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player, green streamers

 • Tell the children there is green on the Wonder Table and green streamers because 
green is the color we use in church during the church season of Ordinary Time.

 • Play the Unit 2 song, “Reason to Believe” (Annual Music CD).

 • Let the children sing, dance, and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder DVD, Class Pack—pp. 4, 19; Celebrate Wonder Bible 
Storybook; TV; DVD player; tent; scissors

Prepare Ahead: Set up the tent and lay out the Wonder Mat for Unit 2 (Class 
Pack—p. 4). Cut out the storytelling figures of Abraham, Sarah, and the stars (Class 
Pack—p. 19).
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 • Invite the children to join you in a circle by the tent.

 • Let the children play with the Abraham, Sarah, and stars figures as you read the 
story.

 • Read the Bible story, “God’s Promise to Abraham” (Celebrate Wonder Bible 
Storybook—p. 28).

 • Watch the Session 6 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD).

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, p. 4; Wonder Box

Prepare Ahead: Assemble the Wonder Cube (Class Pack—insert), if not already 
done. Lay out the Wonder Mat for Unit 2 (Class Pack—p. 4).

 • Let the children take turns rolling the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the 
question(s) about the Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time 
allows.

 • Place the Wonder Box on the Wonder Mat (Class Pack—p. 4).

SAY: Faith means to believe in God’s presence and hope. Faith is our faith word for 
this month. We have faith that God is with us, God brings us hope, and God keeps 
God’s promises.

 • Wonder together:

 ❍ What do you think God’s voice sounded like?

 ❍  Abraham asked God how he would have many descendants when he 
had no children. What would you ask God about?

 ❍ What do you think could be in the Wonder Box today?

 • Open the Wonder Box to reveal the star.

WONDER: What does a star have to do with faith?

Experience Wonder 
Flashlight Stars (Science)
Supplies: flashlights, black paper, masking tape, scissors, star hole punch

Prepare Ahead: Use the lens of the flashlight to draw a circle on the black paper. Cut 
the circle a half inch larger than the drawn circle. Punch star shapes out of the paper 
circle and tape the paper circle around the lens of the flashlight.
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 • Turn the lights off in the room or go to a dark area.

 • Let the children take turns shining the flashlight to make star shapes on the ceiling. 

 • Have the children count the stars, if they can.

SAY: There are many more stars in the sky than we could make with the flashlight. 

WONDER: How many stars do you think are in the sky?

Star Painting (Art)
Supplies: star cookie cutters, glitter paint, plates for paint, black construction paper, 
containers of water, smocks

Prepare Ahead: Pour paint in plates and prepare water containers.

 • Give each child a piece of black construction paper and a star cookie cutter.

 • Show them how to dip the cookie cutters in the paint and press them onto the 
black paper. 

SAY: God kept the promise to Abraham that he would have as many descendants as 
stars in the sky.

WONDER: How many descendants do you think Adam had?

Star Hunt (Game)
Supplies: glow-in-the-dark stars or die-cut stars

Prepare Ahead: Hide the stars in the classroom. (Count how many you hide.)

 • Tell the children you have stars hidden around the room.  

 • Have the children find as many stars as they can.

 • Have the children hide the stars for you to find. Find the stars. 

SAY: We have faith that stars will come out every night because we have faith in God.

WONDER: How do you feel when you see all the stars in the sky? How do you think 
Abraham felt when he saw all the stars? 

Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 4,19; Leader Guide—p. 42; suggested book: “Count the 
Stars! The Story of God’s Promise to Abraham and Sarah” by Patricia L. Nederveld; 
glow-in-the-dark pens; crayons or markers

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Count the Stars” Journal Page (Leader Guide—p. 42) 
for each child.
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 • Let the children play with the Abraham, Sarah, and stars figures (Class Pack—p. 19) 
on the Unit 2 Wonder Mat (Class Pack—p. 4).

 • Have the children color the journal page and draw stars on the page.

Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional. Pick 
and choose what you want or add your own ideas. 

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Exploring Faith Through God’s 
Promises
Supplies: flashlight with star cutout lens cover from earlier

SAY: Sarah and Abraham had faith they would receive the promises God made to 
them. They probably wondered when they would receive the promises or why God 
was taking so long, but they had faith that God would keep the promises. 

 • Guide the children through a spiritual practice. 

 ❍ Turn off the lights in the room.

 ❍ Have the children lie on their backs and look at the ceiling. 

 ❍  Turn the flashlight on and point it toward the ceiling so the outline of 
stars becomes visible from the lens cover.

SAY: Stars can remind us that God keeps promises and that we should have faith, 
like Abraham. As you look at the stars, remember God is faithful. The stars come out 
every night.

PRAY: God, you are faithful to me. Help me to always be faithful to you.

 • Bless the children before they leave. Touch each child as you say this blessing: 
“May God bless you and care for you. Go now in love.”

 • Send home a copy of the Family Letter (Leader Guide—p. 90) and a copy of the 
Celebration Chart (Leader Guide—p. 89) with any child who does not already have 
one.

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the Celebration Chart and to read 
the Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book together. 
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“Count the Stars” Journal Page
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The Lord carried out just what he had promised. (Genesis 21:1)

Abraham’s Visitors – 
Genesis 18:1-14

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: FAITH
Many years passed between the time Abraham and Sarah moved from their home 
in Haran until they arrived in the new land. During those years, they must have 
wondered how God was going to make a great nation out of them when they still 
didn’t have any children. 

God appeared to Abraham once again, when Abraham was at least 100 years old. 
This time, Abraham was not aware God was visiting him. Three guests appeared 
near his tent, and Abraham extended hospitality to the guests. Abraham ran to greet 
them, invited them to stay, provided water to wash their feet, and served them a 
meal. This may seem odd to us today, but hospitality to strangers was an important 
part of the culture in ancient times. Custom required that travelers be extended 
hospitality and treated as family. 

During their visit, the guests told Abraham that in a year’s time, when they returned, 
he and Sarah would have a son. Sarah was listening at the door of the tent, and 
laughed to herself. After all, Sarah was well past the age to have children. Sarah had 
faith in God, but must have wondered how God would keep this promise.

Faith is hard. It’s hard to wait for something you want really badly. Children know that 
waiting can be hard. Sarah may have laughed because she couldn’t believe that, at 
her age, God’s promise would come to pass. However, Sarah kept her faith in God.

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
Faith can feel solid like a rock or it can be hard to hold on to, like sand flowing 
through your fingers. Hold a rock in one hand and sand in the other. Close your eyes 
and let the sand flow through your fingers as you hold tightly to the rock. Remind 
yourself that even if faith feels like it is slipping through your fingers, you can stop 
the flow by holding on tighter to the sand. God is faithful and will not leave you.
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 7, 14, 16 & 17; Activity Sheets—p. 15; Celebrate Wonder 
Annual Music CD; Wonder Box; CD player; tablecloth; green cloth; battery-operated 
candle; construction paper; glue; crayons or markers 

Prepare Ahead: Set up the Wonder Table with a green cloth and battery-operated 
candle. Display the Bible Verse and Faith Word posters (Class Pack—pp. 7, 14). Place 
the tablecloth inside the Wonder Box, and set the box on the Wonder Table. Punch 
out the thirteen pieces of “Welcome Guests” (Activity Sheets—p. 15) for each child.

 • Play the theme song, “Celebrate Wonder” (Annual Music CD), as the children 
arrive. 

 • Greet each child by name and show the children where to mark their attendance 
(Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17). 

 • Point to the Unit 2 Faith Word poster (Class Pack—p. 14), and invite the children to 
wonder about the word faith.

 • Have the children complete “Welcome Guests” (Activity Sheets—p. 15), following 
the directions on the back of the sheet.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player, green streamers 

 • Tell the children there is green on the Wonder Table and green streamers because 
green is the color we use in church during the church season of Ordinary Time.

 • Play the Unit 2 song, “Reason to Believe” (Annual Music CD).

 • Let the children sing, dance, and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: Class Pack—p. 4, Celebrate Wonder DVD, Celebrate Wonder Bible 
Storybook, TV, DVD player, tent

Prepare Ahead: Set up the tent, and lay out the Wonder Mat for Unit 2 (Class 
Pack—p. 4).

 • Invite the children to join you in a circle outside the tent.
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 • Read the Bible story, “Abraham’s Visitors” (Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook—p. 
30).

 • Watch the Session 7 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD).

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, p. 4; Wonder Box

Prepare Ahead: Assemble the Wonder Cube (Class Pack—insert), if not already done, 
and lay out the Unit 2 Wonder Mat (Class Pack—p. 4).

 • Let the children take turns rolling the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the 
question(s) about the Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time 
allows.

 • Place the Wonder Box on the Wonder Mat (Class Pack—p. 4).

SAY: We have been talking about faith today because it is our faith word for this 
month. Sometimes it’s hard to have faith. 

 ❍ What is your favorite part of the Bible story?

 ❍  Do you think it matters if we sometimes wonder how God will do 
something?

 ❍ What do you think is in our Wonder Box today?

 • Open the Wonder Box to reveal the tablecloth.

WONDER: Why is there a tablecloth in the Wonder Box?

Experience Wonder 
Welcome Guests (Snack)
Supplies: paper cups, paper plates, tablecloth, snack foods, water

Prepare Ahead: Invite a guest to come to the classroom.

SAY: Today I have invited a guest to have a snack with us. We should greet our guest 
and let them know we are happy they have come.  

 • Talk about ways you could show hospitality to your guest. 

 • Have the children tidy the room in preparation for the guest. 

 • Have the children lay the tablecloth on the floor and prepare the snack.

 • When the guest arrives, have the children greet the person at the door and invite 
her or him in. Enjoy the snack together.
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WONDER: When we welcome guests, are we showing faith in God?

Practice Patience (Game)
Supplies: rock

 • Have the children stand in a circle. 

 • Explain to the children that being patient, or waiting for something, can be hard. 

 • Hand the rock to the first child. 

 • Tell the children each child must hold the rock until you tell them to pass it. Wait 
different amounts of time between passes.

WONDER: How hard was it to wait to pass the rock? How hard do you think it was 
for Abraham and Sarah to wait for a child?

Rock Solid Faith (Art)
Supplies: rocks (one per child), markers

 • Give each child a rock. 

 • Have each child draw whatever he or she wants on the rock; these will become 
“faith rocks.”

SAY: Sometimes our faith is really strong, like this rock. 

WONDER: What can we do when our faith is not that strong?

Tip: Have the children save their faith rocks for the spiritual practice. 

Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 4,19; Leader Guide—p. 48; suggested book: “Sarah 
Laughs” by Jacqueline Jules; crayons or markers; play kitchen items; scissors

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the “Welcome Visitors” Journal Page (Leader Guide—p. 
48) for each child. Cut out the rest of the storytelling figures (Class Pack—p. 19).

 • Have the children play with all of the storytelling figures (Class Pack—p. 19) on the 
mat (Class Pack—p. 4).

 • Let the children play and show hospitality with the kitchen items.

 • Have the children draw what they would like to serve guests on the table of the 
“Welcome Visitors” Journal Page.

Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional. Pick 
and choose what you want or add your own items. 

46Celebrate Wonder: Ages 3–5 
Leader Guide • Fall 2020 • Session 7

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

9781791000158_INT_PP43-48.indd   46 4/1/20   10:28 AM



Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Exploring Faith Through God’s 
Promises
Supplies: “faith rocks” from art activity

SAY: Sarah and Abraham had a strong faith, but sometimes it wasn’t as strong as 
others. Sarah laughed when the guests said she would have a child because she was 
hopeful that it would be true, but doubtful it could happen. 

 • Guide the children through a spiritual practice.

 ❍ Close your eyes and hold the rock in one hand. 

 ❍ Feel how strong and solid it is. 

 ❍ Close your empty hand and feel the nothingness.

SAY: Sometimes our faith is strong, like the rock; squeeze your hand around the rock. 
Sometimes our faith is gone; squeeze your empty hand. Our faith can be strong, 
even when we don’t feel it because we know God is with us and God will care for us, 
just like God took care of Abraham and Sarah. Use your rock this week to remember 
God keeps promises. 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for keeping your promises. Amen.

 • Bless the children before they leave. Touch each child as you say this blessing: 
“May God bless you and care for you. Go now in love.”

 • Send home a copy of the Family Letter (Leader Guide—p. 90) and a copy of the 
Celebration Chart (Leader Guide—p. 89) with any child who does not already have 
one.

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the Celebration Chart and to read 
the Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book together. 
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“Welcome Visitors” Journal Page
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The Lord carried out just what he had promised. (Genesis 21:1)

Isaac Is Born – Genesis 21:1-7

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: FAITH
It had been a long journey for Abraham and Sarah. After all that Abraham and Sarah 
had been through, they finally received the promise God made to Abraham. Sarah 
gave birth to a son, and they called the son, Isaac. 

In the last session, Sarah overheard a guest tell Abraham that by the next year, she 
would have a baby. The news made Sarah laugh. It was hard to say if she laughed 
from joy or doubt. Ultimately, through her laughter, she was reminded by the guest: 

“Is anything too difficult for the Lord?” (Genesis 18:14).

Sarah did have a baby within the year, and the baby brought her joy and laughter! 
Sarah said, “God has given me laughter. Everyone who hears about it will laugh with 
me” (Genesis 21:6). This time, she was laughing with joy.

Isaac was the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham. Through Isaac, Abraham 
would have many descendants. Abraham had to wait for the promise to be fulfilled, 
probably longer than he expected. Abraham never wavered in his faith; he knew 
God was with him. Abraham waited, and God blessed Sarah and Abraham with a 
son. Sarah laughed with joy when Isaac was born. God is faithful, and God keeps 
promises. God wants us to be faithful to God and to keep the promises we make.

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
Do you remember the pinkie promise of childhood? For our spiritual practice this 
week, I want you to hold your pinkie finger up. Look at it and remember a promise 
that you had to wait a long time to see realized. Say, “The Lord carried out just what 
he had promised” (Genesis 21:1). I have faith in God’s promises. Whenever you need 
to give your faith a boost, hold up your pinkie finger and remember God keeps 
promises. 

49Celebrate Wonder: Ages 3–5 
Leader Guide • Fall 2020 • Session 8

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

8
TM

9781791000158_INT_PP49-54.indd   49 4/1/20   10:30 AM



Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 7, 14, 16 & 17; Activity Sheets—p. 17; Celebrate Wonder 
Annual Music CD; Wonder Box; CD player; birthday candle; green cloth; battery-
operated candle; crayons or markers; white dinner-size paper plates; glue; tape

Prepare Ahead: Set up the Wonder Table with a green cloth and a battery-operated 
candle. Display the Bible Verse and Faith Word posters (Class Pack—pp. 7, 14). Place 
the birthday candle inside the Wonder Box, and set the box on the Wonder Table. 
Punch out the baby face on “God’s Promise” (Activity Sheets—p. 17) for each child. 

 • Play the theme song, “Celebrate Wonder” (Annual Music CD), as the children 
arrive. 

 • Greet each child by name and show the children where to mark their attendance 
(Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17). 

 • Point to the Unit 2 Faith Word poster (Class Pack—p. 14), and invite the children to 
wonder about the word faith. 

 • Give each child the baby face from “God’s Promise” (Activity Sheets—p. 17), and 
have them follow the directions on the back of the sheet to assemble baby Isaac.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player, green streamers

 • Tell the children there is green on the Wonder Table and green streamers because 
green is the color we use in church during the church season of Ordinary Time

 • Play the Unit 2 song, “Reason to Believe” (Annual Music CD).

 • Let the children sing, dance, and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: Class Pack—p. 4, Celebrate Wonder DVD, Celebrate Wonder Bible 
Storybook, TV, DVD player, tent

Prepare Ahead: Set up the tent and lay out the Unit 2 Wonder Mat (Class Pack—p. 4).

 • Invite the children to join you in a circle outside the tent.

 • Read the Bible story, “Isaac Is Born” (Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook—p. 32).
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 • Watch the Session 8 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD).

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, p. 4; Wonder Box

Prepare Ahead: Assemble the Wonder Cube (Class Pack—insert), if not already 
done, and lay out the Unit 2 Wonder Mat (Class Pack—p. 4).

 • Let the children take turns rolling the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the 
question (s) about the Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time 
allows.

 • Place the Wonder Box on the Unit 2 Wonder Mat (Class Pack—p. 4).

SAY: We have been talking a lot about faith and promises the past few weeks.

 ❍ Tell me why you think faith is important.

 ❍  Why do you think keeping promises is important?

 ❍ What do you think is in the Wonder Box?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the birthday candle.

WONDER: Sarah and Abraham celebrated when Isaac was born. How do you 
celebrate on your birthday?

Experience Wonder 
Caring for Babies (Drama and Snack)
Supplies: dolls, blankets, baby clothes, baby items, doll furniture, real cupcakes, 
napkins, plates, items for a celebration

SAY: God keeps promises and cares for us every day. God is filled with joy when we 
are born. Today we will celebrate our births and remember that God loves us.

 • Place an assortment of the listed items in an area of the room. 

 • Let the children decorate the area to celebrate the birth of the baby dolls. 

 • Have the children care for the dolls by feeding and clothing them.

 • Have the children set the table for their snack. 

 • Celebrate the day each child was born and sing, “Happy Birthday,” to everyone! 

WONDER: What do we do to help us remember that God is faithful to us and keeps 
promises made to us?

Tip: Be aware of allergies before serving food to the children.
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Feed the Baby (Game)
Supplies: cotton balls, two paper bowls for each child, marker

Prepare Ahead: For each child: label one bowl “T” for True and the other bowl “F” 
for False.

 • Give each child a pile of cotton balls and two marked empty bowls (T and F).

SAY: Our pretend babies are hungry, and we need to feed them. We want to care for 
our babies, like God cares for us. 

 • Tell the children you are going to say a statement and, if they think the statement is 
true, to put a cotton ball in the bowl with a “T.” If they think the statement is false, 
to put the cotton ball in the bowl with an “F” on it.

1. Abraham and Sarah moved from their home in California. (F)

2. Abraham offered the visitors a meal. (T)

3. For dessert, they had apple pie. (T or F)

4. A guest told Abraham that Sarah would have a son within the year. (T)

5. Sarah had a daughter named Isabel. (F)

6. Abraham was faithful. (T)

7. God kept the promise that was made. (T)

WONDER: When someone has a baby, they make a promise to care for the baby. 
What do you promise to care for?

Promise Keeper Box (Art)
Supplies: small wooden box for each child, items to decorate the boxes, markers 
and paints, paintbrushes, containers for water, table covering, smocks

 • Give each child a small box. 

SAY: Sometimes it is hard to remember that God is faithful and cares for us. 
Sometimes we wait for so long that we forget that God made a promise to us. To 
help us remember that God is faithful, we are going to make a Promise Keeper Box. 
Whenever you see something that reminds you of God, put it in your box.

 • Have each child decorate the box with the items he or she chooses. 

WONDER: What items do you think you will put in the Promise Keeper Box? 
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Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 4, 19; Leader Guide—p. 54; suggested books from 
Sessions 5–7; dolls; baby items; stuffed animals; crayons or markers

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “My Family” Journal Page (Leader Guide—p. 54) for 
each child.

 • Have the children play with the storytelling figures (Class Pack—p. 19) on the mat 
(Class Pack—p. 4).

 • Have the children care for the dolls and the stuffed animals.

 • Have each child draw her or his family on the “My Family” Journal Page.

Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional. Pick 
and choose what you want or add your own items. 

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Exploring Faith Through God’s 
Promises
SAY: We have been on a long journey with Abraham and Sarah. It took many years 
for God to fulfill the promise of giving Abraham and Sarah a child. God was always 
with them, and they were always faithful to God. They believed God’s promise would 
come true.

 • Guide the children through a spiritual practice.

 ❍ Hold your pinkie finger in the air.

 ❍  Look at it and remember a promise someone made to you. Repeat 
after me, “The Lord carried out just what he had promised” (Genesis 
21:1). I have faith in God’s promises. Whenever you need to 
remember that God is faithful, hold up your pinkie finger and say, “I 
have faith in God’s promises.”

PRAY: God is faithful; I have faith in God’s promises. Amen.

 • Bless the children before they leave. Touch each child as you say this blessing: 
“May God bless you and care for you. Go now in love.”

 • Send home a copy of the Family Letter (Leader Guide—p. 90) and a copy of the 
Celebration Chart (Leader Guide—p. 89) with any child who does not have one.

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the Celebration Chart and to read 
the Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book together. 
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“My Family” Journal Page
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I am with you now, I will protect you everywhere you go. (Genesis 28:15)

Jacob and Esau – Genesis 25:19-28

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: BLESSING
We have heard the Bible stories of Abraham and Sarah for the last few weeks. The 
last story we heard was about the birth of Isaac, their son, whom they had waited a 
long time for. 

The Bible stories this month are about Isaac and his family. The Bible story today 
starts when Isaac was an older man and married to Rebekah. They had been married 
many years, but had no children. Sounds like Abraham and Sarah! 

Rebekah finally became pregnant with twins. It was a difficult pregnancy, with the 
twins fighting even in the womb. When they were born, they were very different. 
Esau liked to be outdoors with the animals, to hunt and be active. Jacob stayed 
close to Rebekah, and helped tend to cooking and household chores. 

The Bible story tells us as that when the twins got older, their differences split 
the family apart over the customs of birthrights and blessings. A birthright was 
automatically given to the firstborn, Esau, in this case. The eldest would inherit the 
family’s wealth and land. Essentially, the firstborn would become the leader of the 
family when the father died, but only if he received the father’s blessing.

A blessing was bestowed by the father near his death. It could be given to any male 
child. A blessing from one’s father was considered to be an honor passed from 
generation to generation. Not receiving the blessing meant you could struggle your 
entire life.  

In the coming weeks, we will talk about exploring blessings through prayer.

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
This week, focus your spiritual practice on prayer. Use the popcorn prayer from 
childhood. Pray out loud with your eyes open and hands raised. Let the prayers 
tumble out; shout them if you want to. Words and short phrases are enough. God 
knows what you are thinking. 
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 2, 7, 16 & 17; Activity Sheets—pp. 19 & 20; Celebrate 
Wonder Annual Music CD; Wonder Box; CD player; prayer beads; green cloth; 
battery-operated candle; crayons or markers 

Prepare Ahead: Set up the Wonder Table with a green cloth and battery-operated 
candle. Display the Faith Word and Bible Verse posters (Class Pack—pp. 2, 7). Place 
the prayer beads inside the Wonder Box, and set the box on the Wonder Table.

 • Play the theme song, “Celebrate Wonder” (Annual Music CD), as the children 
arrive. 

 • Greet each child by name and show the children where to mark their attendance 
(Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17). 

 • Point to the Unit 3 Faith Word poster (Class Pack—p. 2), and invite the children to 
wonder about the word blessing. 

 • Give each child “Two Babies” and “Different Brothers” (Activity Sheets—pp. 19 & 
20), and have the children follow the directions to complete each.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player, green streamers

 • Tell the children there is green on the Wonder Table and green streamers because 
green is the color we use in church during the church season of Ordinary Time

 • Play the Unit 3 song, “Everywhere You Go” (Annual Music CD).

 • Let the children sing, dance, and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder DVD, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, TV, DVD 
player

 • Invite the children to join you in a circle, sitting on the floor.

 • Read the Bible story, “Jacob and Esau”(Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook—p. 34).

 • Watch the Session 9 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD).
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Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, p. 29

Prepare Ahead: Assemble the Wonder Cube (Class Pack—insert), if not already done, 
and lay out the Unit 3 Wonder Mat (Class Pack—p. 29).

 • Let the children take turns rolling the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the 
question(s) about the Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time 
allows.

 • Place the Wonder Box on the Unit 3 Wonder Mat (Class Pack—p. 29).

SAY: Our faith word this month is blessing. Blessing means “all the things God 
provides.” God provides us, or blesses us, with many things.

 • Wonder together:

 ❍ What are some blessings God has provided for you?

 ❍  Do you think we should thank God for our blessings? How could we 
thank God?

 ❍ What do you think is in the Wonder Box today?

WONDER: What do these beads have to do with blessings?

Experience Wonder 
Prayer Beads (Group)
Supplies: Class Pack—p. 25, tape or tacks, scissors, marker

Prepare Ahead: Place a sign that reads “Prayer Beads” on a blank wall or bulletin 
board. Cut out the nine colored circles/beads (Class Pack—p. 25).

SAY: Prayer beads can be used to pray. Some people like to hold them as they pray. 
We are going to add our prayers each week until we have a circle of prayer beads. 

 • Use several beads each session.

 • Have the children take turns offering their prayers.

 • Write the children’s prayers down as they say them on the circles/beads. 

 • Place the beads on the area you have prepared. 

PRAY: Repeat after me, “Thank you, God, for all our many blessings. Amen.”

WONDER: I wonder if Jacob and Esau played together when they were little. I 
wonder if they prayed together.
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Stand Up, Sit Down (Game)
SAY: Let’s play a game. Every time I say something you like to do, stand up. If you 
don’t like to do it, sit down. 

 • Have the children stand in the middle of the room.

 ❍ Stand up if you like to cook.

 ❍ Stand up if you have red hair.

 ❍ Stand up if you have a pet.

 ❍ Stand up if you like to paint.

 ❍ Stand up if you like to build things. 

WONDER: Do you think any of the things I said are blessings from God?

Isaac and Rebekah Had Two Sons (Music)
 • Invite the children to repeat after you as you sing this song to the tune of “She’ll 

Be Coming ‘Round the Mountain.”

 ❍  O-oh, Isaac and Rebekah had two sons. O-oh, Isaac and Rebekah 
had two sons.

 ❍ Oh, the first son was named Esau, and the second was named Jacob.

 ❍ O-oh, Isaac and Rebekah had two sons. (Repeat.) 

WONDER: The brothers liked to do different things. Do the people in your family 
like to do different things? 

Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Leader Guide—pp. 60, 93; suggested book: “Grateful: A Song of Giving 
Thanks” by John Bucchino; Legos; bubbles & wands; prayer beads; crayons or 
markers

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the “Coloring Mandala” Journal Page (Leader Guide—p. 
60) and the Unit 3 Faith Word coloring sheet (Leader Guide—p. 93) for each child. 
Make extra copies of the Faith Word coloring sheet to leave in the Peaceful Place.

 • Have the children use the bubbles, Legos, and prayer beads to pray. 

 • Give each child a copy of the “Coloring Mandala” Journal Page (Leader Guide—p. 
60), and have the children pray as they color the circles.

Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional. Pick 
and choose what you want or add your own items. 
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Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Exploring God’s Blessings Through 
Prayer
Supplies: Class Pack—p. 29, die, lip balm

SAY: God doesn’t care how we pray or when we pray. God just cares that we pray so 
we stay connected to God. We are going to try some different ways to pray with the 
help of our Wonder Mat.

 • Guide the children through a spiritual practice. 

 ❍ Have the children take turns rolling the die. 

 ❍  Match the number on the die to the number on the mat (Class 
Pack—p. 29), and say the prayer according to the directions on the 
mat: (1) toss the ball and say a prayer, (2) add a puzzle piece with 
each prayer, (3) pray how you want to, (4) blow bubbles as you say a 
prayer, (5) shout the prayer, (6) add a Lego to a foundation of Legos 
with a prayer.

PRAY: God, we send all these prayers to you. Thank you for hearing our prayers. 
Amen.

SAY: Blessing is also a way to connect us to God. Today each of you will get a special 
blessing.

 • Have the children form a circle and hold out a hand.

 • Make a cross on the child’s hand with the lip balm, look the child in the eyes, and 
say, “You are a blessing from God. Thank you, God, for (child’s name).”

 • Send home a copy of the Family Letter (Leader Guide—p. 90) and a copy of the 
Celebration Chart (Leader Guide—p. 89) with any child who does not already have 
one.

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the Celebration Chart and to read 
the Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book together.
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“Coloring Mandala” Journal Page
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I am with you now, I will protect you everywhere you go. (Genesis 28:15)

The Birthright – Genesis 25:29-34

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: BLESSING
We continue to learn about Isaac, Rebekah, and their two sons, Esau and Jacob. Last 
week we learned that the boys were very different. They looked different, and they 
liked different things. Esau liked the outdoors and being with wild animals. Jacob 
preferred to be around tame animals and enjoyed cooking. Jacob was close to his 
mother, Rebekah, and Esau was close to his father, Isaac. 

In early Hebrew culture, the birthright was the main family inheritance for material 
goods, as well as the head of the family. The birthright traditionally went to the 
eldest son, which would be Esau, since he was born just before Jacob. However, it 
seems that the birthright didn’t seem very important to Esau. Esau willingly gave his 
birthright to Jacob for some soup.  

We don’t know what Esau was thinking when he gave up his birthright. Esau may 
have been thinking that the birthright wasn’t important to him because he didn’t 
want to be the head of the family anyway. He may have been counting on the 
blessing from Isaac later in life. According to the culture, only the father could 
convey the formal blessing that would confirm one son as the legitimate heir. This 
blessing was bestowed as the father was close to death. We don’t know for sure 
what may have been in Esau’s mind, but we do know that Esau traded his birthright 
for a bowl of soup.

Children may not understand what a birthright is, but they do know right and wrong. 
What Jacob did was wrong. Talk to the children about how praying can help them 
make good choices.

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
Practice blessing those you come in contact with. Touch the person on the hand. 
Look that person in the eyes. Say a simple blessing, such as, “You are a child of God, 
and you are loved by God.” This can be a powerful ritual to use with your children at 
home or in class. 

61Celebrate Wonder: Ages 3–5 
Leader Guide • Fall 2020 • Session 10

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

10
TM

9781791000158_INT_PP61-66.indd   61 4/1/20   10:37 AM



Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 2, 7, 16 & 17; Activity Sheets—p. 21; Celebrate Wonder 
Annual Music CD; Wonder Box; CD player; small bowl; green cloth; battery-operated 
candle; crayons or markers; glue

Prepare Ahead: Set up the Wonder Table with a green cloth and a battery-operated 
candle. Display the Faith Word and Bible Verse posters (Class Pack—pp. 2, 7). Place 
the bowl inside the Wonder Box, and set the box on the Wonder Table. Punch out 
the five pieces of “Jacob’s Soup” (Activity Sheets—p. 21) for each child.

 • Play the theme song, “Celebrate Wonder” (Annual Music CD), as the children 
arrive. 

 • Greet each child by name and show the children where to mark their attendance 
(Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17). 

 • Point to the Unit 3 Faith Word poster (Class Pack—p. 2), and invite the children to 
wonder about the word blessing.

 • Give each child the five pieces of “Jacob’s Soup” (Activity Sheets—p. 21), and have 
them follow the directions on the back of the sheet to complete the craft.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player, green streamers 

 • Tell the children there is green on the Wonder Table and green streamers because 
green is the color we use in church during the church season of Ordinary Time.

 • Play the Unit 3 song, “Everywhere You Go” (Annual Music CD).

 • Let the children sing, dance, and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder DVD, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, TV, DVD 
player

 • Invite the children to join you, sitting in a circle on the floor.

 • Read the Bible story, “The Birthright” (Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook—p. 36).

 • Watch the Session 10 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD). 
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Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, p. 29; Wonder Box

Prepare Ahead: Assemble the Wonder Cube (Class Pack—insert), if not already 
done, and lay out the Unit 3 Wonder Mat (Class Pack—p. 29).

 • Let the children take turns rolling the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the 
question(s) about the Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time 
allows. 

 • Place the Wonder Box on the Unit 3 Wonder Mat (Class Pack—p. 29).

SAY: Our faith word this month is blessing. We are exploring blessing through prayer. 
Blessing means all things God provides. Prayer is a way to talk to God and keep us 
connected to God.

 ❍ I wonder why Jacob wanted the birthright.

 ❍  Do you think Esau prayed or talked to God before he gave up his 
birthright?

 ❍ What do you think we will find in the Wonder Box today?

WONDER: What does a bowl have to do with our faith word, blessing? 

Experience Wonder 
Prayer Beads (Group)
Supplies: Class Pack—p. 25, tape, construction paper, scissors, marker

SAY: Last week we learned that prayer beads can be used to pray. Let’s add more 
beads to our prayer beads. 

 • Use several beads each session. You can create more beads simply by cutting more 
circles out of construction paper.

 • Have the children take turns offering their prayers.

 • Write the children’s prayers down as they say them. 

 • Place the beads next to the beads you placed last week. 

PRAY: Repeat after me, “Thank you, God, for all our many blessings. Amen.”

WONDER: Do you think Jacob prayed before he tricked Esau and received Esau’s 
birthright? 
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Soup Scavenger Hunt (Game)
Supplies: play/toy food to put in soup, enough for several children to make “soup”

Prepare Ahead: Hide the play food around the room before the children arrive.

SAY: We need to make some soup like Jacob made, but I don’t have any ingredients. 
Look around the room and find what we need for soup-making. 

 • Let the children hunt for the ingredients until all are found.

 • Have the children bring the soup ingredients to the table and place them all 
together in the middle of the table. 

WONDER: Would you rather make the soup or eat the soup?

Soup Bowl (Art)
Supplies: play dough, play food for soup

 • Have each child mold a bowl out of play dough. 

 • Have each child choose the foods she or he wants in the soup and add the play 
food ingredients to the bowl she or he made. 

WONDER: I wonder what choice you would have made. Would you choose to eat 
the soup and give away your birthright? Would you pray to God to help you decide?

Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 66, suggested book: “Every Which Way to Pray” by 
Joyce Meyer, child-friendly finger labyrinth, Legos, bubbles and wands, prayer beads, 
crayons or markers

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the “Prayer Sign” Journal Page (Leader Guide—p. 66) 
for each child.

 • Have the children use the bubbles, Legos, prayer beads, and finger labyrinth to 
pray.

 • Have the children color and decorate the”Prayer Sign” Journal Page (Leader 
Guide—p. 66) using crayons and markers. Have them draw things that remind 
them to pray.

Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional. Pick 
and choose what you want or add your own items. 
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Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Exploring God’s Blessings Through 
Prayer
Supplies: Class Pack—p. 29, die, lip balm

SAY: There are many ways to pray. Let’s try some different ways to pray with the help 
of our Wonder Mat.

 • Guide the children through a spiritual practice. 

 ❍ Have the children take turns rolling the die. 

 ❍   Match the number on the die to the number on the mat (Class 
Pack—p. 29), and say the prayer according to the directions on the 
mat: (1) toss the ball and say a prayer, (2) add a puzzle piece with 
each prayer, (3) pray how you want to [suggest the finger labyrinth], 
(4) blow bubbles as you say a prayer, (5) shout the prayer, (6) add a 
Lego to a foundation of Legos with a prayer.

PRAY: Thank you for hearing our prayers, even the ones we don’t say out loud. 
Amen.

SAY: Remember last week we said that a blessing is a way to connect us to God. 
Let’s form a circle, and I will go around the circle blessing each of you.

 • Have the children form a circle and hold out a hand.

 • Make a cross on the child’s hand with the lip balm, look the child in the eyes, and 
say, “You are a blessing from God. Thank you, God, for (child’s name).”

 • Send home a copy of the Family Letter (Leader Guide—p. 90) and a copy of the 
Celebration Chart (Leader Guide—p. 89) with any child who does not already have 
one.

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the Celebration Chart and to read 
the Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book together.
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I am with you now, I will protect you everywhere you go. (Genesis 28:15)

The Blessing – Genesis 27:1-45

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: BLESSING
This week we continue the story of Esau and Jacob. Last week Esau traded his 
birthright to Jacob for a bowl of soup. The birthright did not seem to be enough 
for Rebekah and Jacob; they also wanted the blessing. If Isaac gave the blessing to 
Jacob, Jacob would inherit everything. We often think that Rebekah and Jacob were 
being sneaky, and maybe they were. Maybe, however, they knew something the rest 
of us didn’t. 

When Rebekah was pregnant with the twins, “the boys pushed against each other 
inside of her” (Genesis 25:22). When Rebekah asked the Lord about the constant 
pushing and shoving, the Lord replied, “Two nations are in your womb; two different 
peoples will emerge from your body. One people will be stronger than the other; the 
older will serve the younger” (Genesis 25:23). 

It’s possible that God intended the story to play out the way it did. After all, the 
blessing Isaac gave Jacob was a traditional blessing of a farmer, not a huntsman 
like Esau. Did Jacob know he was being tricked? We don’t know for sure, but we do 
know that when Isaac bestowed the blessing on Jacob, he was passing down the 
promise God had made and the blessing God had made to Abraham, Isaac’s father.

Esau was not left out of a blessing entirely. He pled with Isaac to bless him also, 
which he did. Esau was told that he would serve his brother: “But when you grow 
restless, you will tear away his harness from your neck” (Genesis 27:40). One day 
Esau would be free of his brother’s rule over him. This did not help Esau’s anger, and 
Jacob was so afraid for his life that he ran away. 

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
Think about what blessing you would like to receive from God. Close your eyes and 
visualize what the blessing might look like. We don’t often think of blessing ourselves, 
but I encourage you to. Make a cross on your forehead with lip balm. Say to yourself, 

“I am a child of God. I am blessed by God.”
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 2, 7, 16 & 17; Activity Sheets—p. 23; Celebrate Wonder 
Annual Music CD; Wonder Box; CD player; lump of pliable clay; green cloth; battery-
operated candle; markers

Prepare Ahead: Set up the Wonder Table with a green cloth and battery-operated 
candle. Display the Faith Word and Bible Verse posters (Class Pack—pp. 2, 7). Place 
the lump of clay inside the Wonder Box, and set the box on the Wonder Table. 
Punch out the four “Blessing Cards” (Activity Sheet—p. 23) for each child.

 • Play the theme song, “Celebrate Wonder” (Annual Music CD), as the children 
arrive. 

 • Greet each child by name and show the children where to mark their attendance 
(Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17). 

 • Point to the Faith Word poster (Class Pack—p. 2), and invite the children to wonder 
about the word blessing.

 • Give each child the four “Blessing Cards” (Activity Sheets—p. 23), and have them 
follow the directions on the back of the sheet to complete them.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player, green streamers

 • Tell the children there is green on the Wonder Table and green streamers because 
green is the color we use in church during the church season of Ordinary Time.

 • Play the Unit 3 song, ”Everywhere You Go” (Annual Music CD).

 • Let the children sing, dance, and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder DVD, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, TV, DVD 
player

 • Invite the children to join you in a circle, sitting on the floor.

 • Read the Bible story, “The Blessing” (Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook—p. 38).

 • Watch the Session 11 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD).
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Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, p. 29; Wonder Box; pliable clay

Prepare Ahead: Assemble the Wonder Cube (Class Pack—insert), if not already 
done.

 • Let the children take turns rolling the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the 
question(s) about the Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time 
allows.

 • Place the Wonder Box on the Wonder Mat (Class Pack—p. 29).

SAY: This month we are talking about the word blessing. Remember, blessing means 
all the things God provides. There are times when we receive blessings through our 
prayers. In the Bible story, Esau was very angry with Jacob—so angry that Jacob ran 
away because he was scared.

 ❍ How do you act when you are angry?

 ❍ How do you feel when you are scared?

 ❍ I wonder what is in the Wonder Box today.

WONDER: What does a big lump of clay have to do with our story?

SAY: Praying sometimes helps when we are angry. I am going to give each of you 
a small lump of this clay. See how easy it is to squish? Carry the clay with you and, 
when you get angry, squeeze it tight and pray that God will help you through your 
anger. 

Experience Wonder 
Prayer Beads (Group)
Supplies: Class Pack—p. 25, tape or tacks, construction paper, marker, scissors

SAY: Prayer beads can be used to remind us to pray. Let’s add more prayers to our 
class prayer beads. What prayers do we have today?  

 • Use several prayer beads each session. If you need more beads, simply cut more 
circles out of construction paper.

 • Have the children take turns offering their prayers.

 • Write the children’s prayers on the prayer beads. 

 • Place the beads next to the beads you placed last week. 

PRAY: Repeat after me, “Thank you, God, for all our many blessings. Amen.”
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WONDER: Do you think Esau prayed before he got so angry and scared Jacob? 

Esau or Jacob (Game)
Supplies: large paper or plastic bag, rough material, cotton material, fake fur, 
smooth posterboard (cut in small squares), small bow and arrow, kitchen pan

Prepare Ahead: Place all the objects in the bag.

 • Let each child pick out an item from the bag and tell why she or he thinks it might 
belong to Esau or to Jacob.

 • After all the items have been picked, let the children sort the items into two piles: 
one for Esau and one for Jacob.

SAY: Jacob and Esau were different, but they were brothers.

WONDER: Do people in your family like all the same things? We all like different 
things, but we can still love each other, right?

Angry Feet (Art)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 96, card stock, crayons and markers, painters’ tape

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Angry Feet” (Leader Guide—p. 96) on card stock and 
cut out two feet for each child.

 • Give each child a copy of the two feet. Have each child draw pictures of things that 
make him or her angry on one side of the feet. 

 • When each child is done, tape the feet onto the child’s shoes. Let the children 
stomp around like they are angry. 

SAY: It is OK to be angry sometimes. It’s not OK to hurt someone when we are angry, 
though. So, God helps by offering us tools—like the clay and our stomping feet and 
prayer—to help us get over our anger.

WONDER: How would you feel if you were angry all the time? 

Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 72, suggested book: “Praying with My Fingers” inspired 
by Pope Francis, child-friendly finger labyrinth, Legos, bubbles and wands, prayer 
beads, crayons or markers

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the “Faces” Journal Page (Leader Guide—p. 72) for each 
child.

 • Have each child draw a happy face and an angry face on the journal page.
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Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional. 

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Explore God’s Blessings Through 
Prayer
Supplies: Class Pack—p. 29, die, lip balm

SAY: God wants us to pray. We don’t have to be in a special place. We can pray 
anywhere. That is why we can carry our clay with us and pray anytime we get angry.

 • Guide the children through a spiritual practice. 

 ❍ Have the children take turns rolling the die. 

 ❍   Match the number on the die to the number on the mat (Class 
Pack—p. 29), and say the prayer according to the directions on the 
mat: (1) toss the ball and say a prayer, (2) add a puzzle piece with 
each prayer, (3) pray how you want to [suggest the finger labyrinth], 
(4) blow bubbles as you say a prayer, (5) shout the prayer, (6) add a 
Lego to a foundation of Legos with a prayer.

PRAY: Thank you, God, for being with us all the time and hearing our prayers. Amen.

SAY: Prayer helps us remember that blessings are all God provides. This week I 
want you to remember that you are a blessing from God. Let’s form a circle for our 
blessing. 

 • Have the children form a circle and hold out a hand.

 • Make a cross on the child’s hand with the lip balm, look the child in the eyes, and 
say, “You are a blessing from God. Thank you, God, for (child’s name).”

 • Send home a copy of the Family Letter (Leader Guide—p. 90) and a copy of the 
Celebration Chart (Leader Guide—p. 89) with any child who does not already have 
one.

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the Celebration Chart and to read 
the Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book together. 
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I am with you now, I will protect you everywhere you go. (Genesis 28:15)

Jacob’s Ladder – Genesis 28:10-22

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: BLESSING
Jacob finally got the birthright and the blessing that rightfully belonged to Esau. 
However, because of Esau’s anger, Jacob had to flee those he loved and his home.  

As Jacob was traveling to live with his uncle in Haran, he rested. While he was asleep, 
he had an interesting dream. He dreamed there was a large staircase that started 
on earth and reached into the sky. Angels, messengers of God, were going up and 
down the staircase. God also appeared in his dream and made the same promises of 
land, many descendants, and blessings that God had made to Abraham and Isaac.

When Jacob awoke, he knew God was present with him in that place. Jacob listened 
and believed that God would be with him, and that this place where he rested was a 
sacred place.

Jacob was not expecting to have a visit from God, but he knew when he woke that 
God was there. God came to Jacob when he was tired and scared. Sometimes God 
talks to us when we are quiet, and sometimes God speaks when we are in the midst 
of chaos. We need to listen for God at all times. 

Children can be better at listening for God than adults. Prayer is not always asking 
for things. Tell your children that sometimes prayer is sitting still and listening for 
God. Blessings from God may come to us anytime, even in the moments of silence.  

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
Take time this week to be still and to just listen for God. Find a quiet place, away 
from distractions. Find a comfortable position for your body to relax. Close your eyes 
and put your hand over your heart. Feel the love of God beating in your heart as you 
quiet your mind and listen for God. You are inviting God to visit by sitting in silence. 
It is important to give space for God to speak in our hectic lives.
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 2, 7, 16 & 17; Activity Sheets—p. 25; Celebrate Wonder 
Annual Music CD; Wonder Box; CD player; rock; green cloth; battery-operated 
candle; crayons or markers; construction paper; glue

Prepare Ahead: Set up the Wonder Table with a green cloth and a battery-operated 
candle. Display the Faith Word and Bible Verse posters (Class Pack—pp. 2, 7). Place 
the rock inside the Wonder Box, and set the box on the Wonder Table. Punch out 
the five pieces of “Jacob’s Dream” for each child (Activity Sheets—p. 25).

 • Play the theme song, “Celebrate Wonder” (Annual Music CD), as the children 
arrive. 

 • Greet each child by name and show the children where to mark their attendance 
(Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17).

 • Point to the Unit 3 Faith Word poster (Class Pack—p. 2), and invite the children to 
wonder about the word blessing.

 • Give each child the five pieces of “Jacob’s Dream” (Activity Sheets—p. 25), and 
have them follow the directions on the back of the sheet to complete the craft.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player, green streamers

 • Tell the children there is green on the Wonder Table and green streamers because 
green is the color we use in church during the church season of Ordinary Time.

 • Play the Unit 3 song, “Everywhere You Go” (Annual Music CD).

 • Let the children sing, dance, and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder DVD, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, TV, DVD 
player

 • Invite the children to join you in a circle, sitting on the floor.

 • Read the Bible story, “Jacob’s Ladder” (Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook—p. 40).

 • Watch the Session 12 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD).
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Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, p. 29; Wonder Box

Prepare Ahead: Assemble the Wonder Cube (Class Pack—insert), if not already 
done.

 • Let the children take turns rolling the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the 
question(s) about the Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time 
allows.

 • Place the Wonder Box on the Wonder Mat (Class Pack—p. 29).

SAY: Sometimes we can feel God when we are quiet or still. Sometimes we are so 
busy, we don’t hear God.

 ❍ Is it hard to sit quietly?

 ❍ What could you do to make it easier to listen for God?

 ❍ What do you think we have in the Wonder Box today?

WONDER: What does this rock have to do with our Bible story?

Experience Wonder 
Rocks and Altars (Art)
Supplies: two rocks for each child, paint, glue, paper plate, paintbrushes, table 
covering, containers for water, smocks

Prepare Ahead: Cover the table and fill containers half full of water.

SAY: Jacob used a rock to lay his head on when he rested. After God came to Jacob 
in his dream, Jacob knew he was in a holy place. Jacob built an altar of stones to 
God in that place.

 • Give each child two rocks.

 • Have each child paint one of the rocks to take home. 

 • Have each child glue his or her second rock onto one pile on the paper plate to 
make an altar.

SAY: Take the painted rock home to help you remember to listen for God. We will 
keep the altar of rocks here on our Wonder Table. 

WONDER: I wonder what else we could make an altar out of.
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Prayer Beads (Group)
Supplies: Class Pack—p. 25, tape or tacks, construction paper, scissors, marker

SAY: Prayer beads can be used to remind us to pray. Let’s add more beads to our 
class prayer beads. What prayers do we have today?  

 • Have the children take turns offering their prayers. 

 • Write the children’s prayers on several prayer beads. If you need more beads, 
simply cut more circles out of construction paper. 

 • Place the beads next to the beads you placed last week. 

PRAY: Repeat after me, “Thank you, God, for all our many blessings. Amen.”

WONDER: I imagine Jacob was surprised to have God visit him in a dream. Has 
something happened to you that really surprised you?

Angel Antics (Movement)
 • Have the children stand and spread out around the room.

 • Tell the children to repeat after you and do the following motions as you do them.

 ❍  See the angels (Flap arms like wings.) climb the ladder. (Pretend to 
climb up a ladder.)

 ❍  Up and down. (Stretch up, squat down.) Up and down. (Stretch up, 
squat down.) Up and down they go. (Stretch up, squat down.)

 ❍  While Jacob’s sleeping (Put hand under head as if sleeping.), they 
climb the ladder. (Pretend to climb up the ladder.)

 ❍  Up and down. (Stretch up, squat down.) Up and down they go. 
(Stretch up, squat down.)

WONDER: I wonder what the angels were doing going up and down that ladder. 

Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 78, suggested book: “Jacob’s Ladder” by Sekiya 
Miyoshi, child-friendly finger labyrinth, Legos, bubbles and wands, prayer beads

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the “Busy Angels” Journal Page (Leader Guide—p. 78) 
for each child.

 • Let the children imagine how angels might move today, and then have them draw 
the idea on the “Busy Angels” Journal Page.

Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional. 
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Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Exploring God’s Blessing Through 
Prayer
Supplies: Class Pack—p. 29, die, lip balm

SAY: Jacob laid down in an ordinary place to sleep. When he woke up, after God 
came to him in his dream, he declared the place to be holy because God was there. 
Jacob built an altar to honor God and to pray. Our spiritual practice will be our prayer 
time today.

 • Guide the children through a spiritual practice. 

 ❍ Have the children take turns rolling the die. 

 ❍    Match the number on the die to the number on the mat (Class 
Pack—p. 29), and say the prayer according to the directions on the 
mat: (1) toss the ball and say a prayer, (2) add a puzzle piece with 
each prayer, (3) pray how you want to [suggest the finger labyrinth], 
(4) blow bubbles as you say a prayer, (5) shout the prayer, (6) add a 
Lego to a foundation of Legos with a prayer.

PRAY: Thank you, God, for being with us all the time and hearing our prayers. Amen.

SAY: Spiritual practices help us remember to spend time with God, praying and 
listening. 

 • Have the children form a circle and hold out a hand.

 • Make a cross on the child’s hand with the lip balm, look the child in the eyes, and 
say, “You are a blessing from God. Thank you, God, for (child’s name).”

 • Send home a copy of the Family Letter (Leader Guide—p. 90) and a copy of the 
Celebration Chart (Leader Guide—p. 89) with any child who does not already have 
one.

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the Celebration Chart and to read 
the Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book together. 
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I am with you now, I will protect you everywhere you go. (Genesis 28:15)

Peaceable Kingdom – Isaiah 11:6-9

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: BLESSING
This Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent. We leave the Esau-and-Jacob story and 
move into stories leading up to the birth of Jesus. Today we will hear from the 
prophet Isaiah. Seven hundred years before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah 
foretold of a time of unprecedented peace. 

Isaiah described a world where animals that are usually enemies would live 
peaceably together, where there was no violence or pain, and where children could 
live in safety and free from fear. These verses paint a visual picture of what the world 
could look like if the world was truly at peace. There is hope in these verses as well—
hope that God’s peaceable kingdom will one day arrive.

Isaiah’s message was delivered to people who were living through difficult times. His 
description of peaceful times ahead brought hope to a weary world. We still long 
today for the peace Isaiah spoke of. We are still looking for hope.

Most of your children will be familiar with the Christmas story, but Isaiah’s prophecy 
may be new to them. Help your children connect Isaiah’s description of peace to the 
message of peace Jesus taught throughout his life.

Christmas is an exciting time for the children. They may have more trouble than usual 
sitting still. Balance play time with quiet time. Today we will start the spiritual practice 
of lighting the Advent wreath in class. Explain to the children that Advent is a time of 
waiting, waiting for Jesus to be born. We are very excited for Jesus to be born, but 
we must also remember to have quiet time with God.

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
Make or buy an Advent wreath, if you don’t already have one. Use the Advent wreath 
as your spiritual practice throughout Advent. Light the first candle, the candle of 
hope. Pray that God will bless you with the peace that Isaiah spoke of as you await 
the birth of Jesus.
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 2, 7, 16 & 17, 21; Activity Sheets—p. 27; Celebrate Wonder 
Annual Music CD; Wonder Box; CD player; Advent wreath and one purple candle; 
purple cloth; battery-operated candle; crayons or markers 

Prepare Ahead: Set up the Wonder Table with a purple cloth and a battery-operated 
candle. Display the Faith Word and Bible Verse posters (Class Pack—pp. 2, 7). Place 
the Advent wreath and purple candle inside the Wonder Box, and set the box on the 
Wonder Table.

 • Play the theme song, “Celebrate Wonder” (Annual Music CD), as the children 
arrive. 

 • Greet each child by name and show the children where to mark their attendance 
(Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17). 

 • Point to the Unit 3 Faith Word poster (Class Pack—p. 2), and invite the children to 
wonder about the word blessing.

 • Give each child ”God’s Kingdom” (Activity Sheets—p. 27) and have them follow 
the directions on the sheet to complete the picture. (Save the back of this page for 
later in the session.)

Tip: If you don’t have an Advent Wreath, use the one in the Class Pack—p. 21.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player, purple streamers

 • Tell the children there is a purple cloth and purple streamers on the Wonder Table 
today because purple is the color we use in church during the church season of 
Advent.

 • Play the Unit 3 song, “Everywhere You Go” (Annual Music CD).

 • Let the children sing, dance, and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder DVD, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, TV, DVD 
player
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 • Invite the children to join you in a circle, sitting on the floor.

 • Read the Bible story, “Peaceable Kingdom” (Celebrate Wonder Bible 
Storybook—p. 124).

 • Watch the Session 13 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD).

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, p. 29; Wonder Box

Prepare Ahead: Assemble the Wonder Cube, if not already done

 • Let the children take turns rolling the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the 
question(s) about the Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time 
allows.

 • Place the Wonder Box on the Unit 3 Wonder Mat (Class Pack—p. 29).

SAY: Today is the first day of the church season of Advent. Purple is the color of 
Advent. We have a purple cloth on the Wonder Table, and we danced with purple 
streamers to remind us that it is Advent. Advent is the time we are waiting for Jesus 
to be born. Isaiah said in our story that, one day, we would have peace on earth and 
every living thing would get along.

 ❍ Is it hard to wait for good things to happen?

 ❍  What do you think the world would be like if we treated each other 
with love?

 ❍ Let’s see what we have in the Wonder box today.

WONDER: This is a wreath and a candle. I wonder what they have to do with Advent.

Experience Wonder 
Prayer Beads (Group)
Supplies: Class Pack—p. 25, tape or tacks, construction paper, scissors, marker

SAY: This is the last day to complete our prayer beads. Let’s include prayers of hope 
this week. 

ASK: What is something you hope God will bring to the world?  

 • Have the children take turns offering their prayers.

 • Write the children’s prayers on several prayer beads. If you need more beads, 
simply cut out more circles from construction paper.

 • Place the beads next to the beads you placed last week. 
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PRAY: Repeat after me, “Thank you, God, for all our many blessings. Amen.”

WONDER: How can we help God’s dream of the Peaceable Kingdom come true?

Peaceable Kingdom Nativity (Group)
Supplies: Class Pack—p. 23, small blocks of wood, glue, scissors

Prepare Ahead: Cut out the Peaceable Kingdom Nativity Scene figures (Class 
Pack—p. 23).

 • Let each child choose a figure and a block of wood.

 • Have each child glue the Nativity figure to the block of wood. 

 • Use extra blocks for the children to build barns or pens for the animals. 

SAY: The Nativity set we made will be used for the next few weeks. When we play 
with it each week, we will remember the stories of Advent.

WONDER: What other animals do you think might be in the Peaceable Kingdom?

Preparing for Christmas 
Supplies: Activity Sheets—pp. 28, 29; crayons or markers

 • Give each child “Advent Wreath” (Activity Sheets—p. 28, back of “God’s Kingdom” 
activity from earlier) and “Advent Calendar” (Activity Sheets—p. 29).

 • Have the children look at the “Advent Wreath” page.

SAY: We light the Advent wreath to help us remember there are four Sundays of 
Advent. (Point to the four purple candles.) Then there is Christmas Day. (Point to the 
white candle.) Today we light the first candle. Color the flame on a purple candle. 
Take the Advent wreath home and, each Sunday, color another purple candle.

 • Have the children look at the “Advent Calendar” page.

SAY: It’s hard to wait for something we are excited about, like Christmas Day. Each 
day, starting next Sunday, December 6, color a picture on the calendar. When all the 
pictures are colored, it will be Christmas Day. 

WONDER: I wonder if we can be loving and peaceful toward people all the way 
through Advent.
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Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 84, suggested books from Sessions 9–12, assortment of 
stuffed animals, child-friendly Advent wreath, Nativity set, crayons or markers

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the “Living in Peace” Journal Page (Leader Guide—p. 
84) for each child.

 • Have the children use their imaginations to draw how they see a peaceful world on 
the “Living in Peace” Journal Page.

Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional.  

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Exploring God’s Blessing Through 
Prayer
Supplies: Advent wreath; lip balm; tape; yellow, red, or orange tissue paper

 • Guide the children through a spiritual practice.

 ❍ Invite the children to gather around the Advent wreath and close 
their eyes.

SAY: (slowly) The time before Christmas is called Advent. During Advent, we light 
the Advent wreath and pray that we will feel a special peace in our heart. You may 
feel so peaceful, you can imagine a wolf can live with a lamb in peace. You may feel 
so peaceful, you can imagine a leopard can live with a goat in peace. You may feel 
so peaceful, you can imagine baby cows can eat with baby lions in peace. Isaiah said 
a little child was born to help people live in peace and get along. The little child who 
was born was Jesus. Jesus gives us peace and love in our hearts. 

 ❍ Have the children open their eyes.

 ❍ Light the first candle on the Advent wreath or tape tissue paper on 
the Class Pack Advent wreath (p. 21).

PRAY: Thank you, God, for Jesus and for peace in our hearts. Amen.

 • Have the children form a circle and hold out a hand.

 • Make a cross on each child’s hand with lip balm, look the child in the eyes, and say, 
“You are a child of God. You are filled with peace.”

 • Encourage the children and their families to read the Celebrate Wonder Family 
Activity Book together.
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“Living in Peace” Journal Page

84Celebrate Wonder: Ages 3–5 
Leader Guide • Fall 2020 • Session 13

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

TM

9781791000158_INT_PP79-84.indd   84 4/1/20   10:45 AM



Song Sheet

Oh, I wonder how you made it all so good;

with a promise, did what you said you would.

Oh, I wonder why you’re so good to me,

how you never leave.

Oh, I wonder when joy turns into praise,

and it welcomes everyone you’ve made.

Oh, I wonder how you open up my eyes;

you change my mind.

So, we celebrate ‘cause we’re not afraid 

of the mystery.

With a little faith and a lot of grace,

we can celebrate wonder, wonder.

Oh, I wonder how I see you everywhere.

I remember, and it makes me want to share.

Oh, I wonder when I feel you as I serve,

how the last are first.

So, we celebrate ‘cause we’re not afraid 

of the mystery.

With a little faith and a lot of grace,

we can celebrate wonder, wonder.

No matter where we look,

we find you glorious. 

You made us very good, 

and you made us curious. 

So, whether in the soil 

or in the stars above,

oh, we can see your face; 

oh, we can feel your love.

But I wonder how justice leads to peace;

how we’re different, but we’re all family.

Oh, I wonder how you make me strong,

full of hope and a song.

So, we celebrate ‘cause we’re not afraid 

of the mystery.

With a little faith and a lot of grace, we can 

celebrate wonder, wonder, wonder, wonder.

Written by Derek Webb & Abbie Parker
©2020 Derek Webb Music (ASCAP)

©2020 Folken Music (ASCAP)
Admin. by Music Services. All rights reserved.

Theme Song: Celebrate Wonder
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Song Sheet

Unit 1 Song: Very Good
You did first things first.

You dreamed up the earth.

And with just a word,

you made it so, so good.

All the stars aligned, 

just like in your mind.

Everything in time, 

you made it so, so good.

Everything in its place,

filling up empty space.

Marveling at what you made, we say,

“You made it all; you made it very good.”

Sudden bursts of life,

everywhere in sight.

Water, earth, and sky.

You made it so, so good.

Everything in its place,

filling up empty space.

Marveling at what you made, we say,

“You made it all; you made it very good.”

Then to care for all this wonder,

you made us of breath and the dust.

And we were made to need each other,

perfectly reflecting your love.

So, everything is in its place.

All your words are taking shape.

So, we give thanks for every day and say,

“You made it all; you made it very good.”

Written by Derek Webb & Abbie Parker
©2020 Derek Webb Music (ASCAP)

©2020 Folken Music (ASCAP)
Admin. by Music Services. All rights reserved.
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Song Sheet

Unit 2 Song: Reason to Believe
Could this be the place; could we be the ones?

Could it really happen like you said?

‘Cause we don’t see the way, 

where you’re coming from.

Sometimes it’s hard to trust your promises.

All we see is mystery

and things that seem impossible.

And through every question, we can see

that you give us reason to believe.

‘Cause we can see your face in every inch of sky. 

There is proof in every single star.

Your promises are spread all above our head,

so we can even see them in the dark.

And so we wait; we have faith.

Soon the laughter will break out. 

And through every question, we can see

that you give us reason to believe.

A day will come, a time and place

when you will carry out your promises.

A brand-new song, a brand-new name,

a brand-new day to celebrate.

Through every question, we can see

that you give us reason to believe.

Written by Derek Webb & Abbie Parker
©2020 Derek Webb Music (ASCAP)

©2020 Folken Music (ASCAP)
Admin. by Music Services. All rights reserved.
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Song Sheet

Unit 3 Song: Everywhere You Go
Sometimes you don’t move fast enough for me,

and I start playing tricks to get what I think I 
need.

‘Cause I’ve been known to steal a blessing 
when my fear gets in the way.

But louder than the lies I tell, oh, 
I can hear you say:

Oh, I am with you.

Oh, I’ll protect you.

Oh, everywhere you go, I will go.

Sometimes you give stones when I ask for 
bread,

and so I stack and stand on them to try and see 
ahead.

‘Cause I have given up your blessing just to 
feed a hungry heart.

When altars made of rocks are where you tell 
me who you are, and say:

Oh, I am with you.

Oh, I’ll protect you.

Oh, everywhere you go, I will go.

Oh, I am with you.

Oh, I’ll protect you.

Oh, everywhere you go, I will go.

Oh, you are always listening.

Oh, even when I’m whispering.

Oh, and every star that’s glimmering,

it says to me:

Oh, I am with you.

Oh, I’ll protect you.

Oh, everywhere you go, I will go.

Oh, I am with you.

Oh, I’ll protect you.

Oh, everywhere you go, I will go.

Written by Derek Webb & Abbie Parker
©2020 Derek Webb Music (ASCAP)

©2020 Folken Music (ASCAP)
Admin. by Music Services. All rights reserved.
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Celebration Chart

Saw beauty  
in nature

Saw  
something 

good

Laughed

Said a table 
blessing

Prayed for 
someone

Cared for  
living things 

Cleaned  
up trash

Free 
Celebration!

Prayed for 
blessings

Made peace

Was kind  
to animals 

Spent time  
in nature

Made  
someone  

laugh

Shared with 
someone

Prayed  
for peace

Was kind  
to a friend

Took care  
of plants

Encouraged  
a friend

Prayed for 
good choices

Was friendly

Helped 
someone

Recycled

Showed 
hospitality

Blessed 
someone

Prayed for 
community

Place the chart on your refrigerator, kitchen table, or in an easy-to-access place. Throughout 
the week, have your child mark a space each time he or she completes an item on the chart. 
When a vertical, horizontal, or diagonal line is completed, celebrate together!
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Family Letter

Dear Families:
Welcome to Celebrate Wonder! This new curriculum is all about 
honoring the spiritual life of children. The program offers experiential 
activities, spiritual practices, and reflection to help children make 
meaning in their lives. Celebrate Wonder is centered around Bible 
stories and encourages children to explore faith through Wonder 
Questions using classroom tools, such as a Wonder Cube, Wonder 
Box, and Wonder Mat. These tools invite children into conversation, 
which helps develop deeper connections to the Bible and to faith. 

Celebrate Wonder is about embracing and celebrating all children 
and all the ways in which they are spiritual children of God. In addition 
to classroom materials that feature photography of diverse children, 
the Celebrate Wonder program offers a new, colorfully illustrated 
Bible storybook and a quarterly Family Activity Book that is filled with 
activities to engage the whole family and questions to explore and 
wonder about at home. 

We are excited to offer children and their families this opportunity 
to explore the Bible and their spirituality in a new and exciting way! 
We hope you and your family will join us on this journey of exploring, 
celebrating, and wondering about faith.

Celebrate Wonder is about embracing and celebrating all children 
in all ways. However, Celebrate Wonder reaches beyond the spiritual 
development of a child; it seeks to develop the whole child. With 
activities that educate, build character, offer teamwork and service 
opportunities, and encourage children to love their families, friends, 
and faith communities, Celebrate Wonder helps children grow into 
whole people, as well as being spiritually aware.
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My Own Wonder Box
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My Own Wonder Mat
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Angry Feet

96Celebrate Wonder: Ages 3–5 
Leader Guide • Fall 2020

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

TM

9781791000158_INT_BP-SON2020.indd   96 4/1/20   9:49 AM



Vol. 1 • No. 1 • FALL 2020

EDITORIAL / DESIGN TEAM

Joan C. Walker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Writer/Editor

Julie P. Glass .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Production Editor

Arvis Guilbault .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Designer

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM

Rev. Brian K. Milford.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . President and Publisher

Marjorie M. Pon . . . . . . . Associate Publisher and Editor of 
Church School Publications 

Kent Sneed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Design Manager

Brittany Sky  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Senior Editor,  
Children’s Resources

Cover design by Celebrate Wonder Design Team; cover 
photo: Shutterstock.

Celebrate Wonder: ages 3–5, leader guide: An official 
resource for The United Methodist Church approved by 
Discipleship Ministries and published quarterly by Cokesbury, 
a division of The United Methodist Publishing House, 2222 
Rosa L. Parks Blvd., Nashville, TN 37228-1306. Price $14.99. 
Copyright © 2020 Cokesbury. All rights reserved. Send 
address changes to Celebrate Wonder: Ages 3–5, Leader 
Guide, Subscription Services, 2222 Rosa L. Parks Blvd., 
Nashville, TN 37228-1306 or call 800-672-1789. Printed in the 
United States of America.

To order copies of this publication, call toll free: 800-
672-1789. You may fax your order to 800-445-8189. 
Telecommunication Device for the Deaf/Telex Telephone: 
800-227-4091. Or order online at cokesbury.com. Use your 
Cokesbury account, American Express, Visa, Discover, or 
Mastercard.

For information concerning permission to reproduce any 
material in this publication, write to Rights and Permissions, 
The United Methodist Publishing House, 2222 Rosa L. Parks 
Blvd., Nashville, TN 37228-1306. 

You may fax your request to 615-749-6128.  
Or e-mail permissions@umpublishing.org.

Scripture quotations are taken from the Common English 
Bible, copyright 2011. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

PACP10592937-01

Fall 2020 Winter 2020–21 Spring 2021 Summer 2021

UNIT 1: CREATIVITY UNIT 1: JOY UNIT 1: REMEMBER UNIT 1: PEACE

God Creates the Earth
Genesis 1:1-19

Mary’s Joy
Luke 1:26-38, 46-56

Jesus Washes Feet
John 13:1-17

Abraham and Lot
Genesis 13

God Creates Living Things
Genesis 1:20-25

Joseph’s Joy
Matthew 1:18-24

The Last Supper
Luke 22:14-20

David and Abigail
1 Samuel 25:1-42

God Creates People  
Genesis 1:26–2:4 

Jesus Brings Joy
Luke 2:1-7  

Praying in the Garden  
Luke 22:39-46

Be Peaceful
Psalm 23

God Creates Helpers    
Genesis 2:10-23

Joyous News
Luke 2:8-20

Jesus Enters Jerusalem
Matthew 21:1-11

Peacemakers
Matthew 5:1-12

UNIT 2: FAITH UNIT 2: INCLUDE UNIT 2: SHARE UNIT 2: BELONG

Abraham and Sarah
Genesis 12:1-9

The Magi
Matthew 2:1-12

Resurrection
Matthew 28:1-10

Babel
Genesis 11:1-9

God’s Promise to Abraham
Genesis 15:1-6

Jesus’ Baptism
Matthew 3:13-17

The Great Commission  
Matthew 28:16-20

Mephibosheth
2 Samuel 9:1-13

Abraham’s Visitors
Genesis 18:1-14

Calling the Disciples  
Matthew 4:18-22

Peter and John
Acts 3:1-10

The Woman at the Well
John 4:4-30, 39-42

Isaac Is Born
Genesis 21:1-7

Showing Love
Matthew 5:43-48

Believers Share
Acts 4:32-37

Peter’s Dream
Acts 10:1-48 

God’s Kingdom
Luke 13:18-21

UNIT 3: BLESSING UNIT 3: GUIDE UNIT 3: ACT IN LOVE UNIT 3: COURAGE

Jacob and Esau
Genesis 25:19-28

The Lord’s Prayer
Matthew 6:5-15

Choosing the Seven
Acts 6:1-7

Rahab
Joshua 2:1-24

The Birthright
Genesis 25:29-34

Jesus Calms the Storm
Mark 4:35-41 

Peter and Tabitha
Acts 9:36-43

Ruth and Naomi
Book of Ruth

The Blessing
Genesis 27:1-45

Mary and Martha
Luke 10:38-42

The Church Grows
Acts 9:26-31

Esther
Book of Esther

Jacob’s Ladder
Genesis 28:10-22

Zacchaeus
Luke 19:1-10

Pentecost 
Acts 2:1-12

Mary Anoints Jesus
John 12:1-8 

Peaceable Kingdom
Isaiah 11:6-9 

Love in Action
Romans 12:9-18

Lydia 
Acts 16:11-15
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FALL 2020 – SUMMER 2021
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Call a Resource Consultant
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Children have a natural sense of wonder, 
curiosity, and imagination. With page 
after page of bright, colorful illustrations, 
the Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook 
will engage kids through simple 
storytelling and open-ended questions 
that encourage them to wonder about 
the Bible story. Watch their faith grow 
as they make connections between the 
Bible and their everyday lives. Includes 
150 stories! For ages 3 and up.
9781501897252. $21.99

Receive this Bible storybook for 
FREE when you sign up to receive 
the new Celebrate Wonder 
curriculum through Cokesbury’s 
Curriculum Automatic Shipment 
Program. Call 800-672-1789 
for more information.

Celebrate the wonder 
and awe of God’s Word
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Ages 3–5 Fall 2020

LEADER GUIDE

Celebrate Wonder is a curriculum that honors the spiritual life of 
children. Celebrate Wonder will engage children in open-ended 
exploration and inquiry of the Bible. Through experiential activities, 
spiritual practices, and reflection, Celebrate Wonder serves as a 
biblical guide to help children make meaning for their lives. This 
curriculum seeks to deepen children’s faith formation and to create 
a safe space for children to ask big questions and claim their spiritual 
identity as children of God.

Celebrate Wonder  
Bible Storybook
A colorfully illustrated  
children’s storybook Bible 
that will engage the children 
through simple storytelling, 
wonder, and open-ended 
questions. Includes 150 stories!

Celebrate Wonder  
Family Activity Book
This book offers family 
engagement with the Bible.  
All activities in the take-home 
book will engage children of  
all ages and their families in 
open-ended exploration and 
inquiry of the Bible.

CEB Bible
Now with more wonder  
and exploration inside.

Celebrate Wonder with 
Additional Resources
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