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Worship Schedule 
 

8:30 a.m.   
Traditional Worship 
Service (Sanctuary) 

 
9:00 a.m.  

Contemporary      
Worship Service 

(Gym) 
 

11:00 a.m.  
Traditional Worship 
Service (Sanctuary) 

 
11:00 a.m.  

Bilingual English/
Spanish Service 
(Fellowship Hall) 

Church Office 
506 E. 28th St. 

Bryan, TX 77803 
 

979-779-1324 
 

979-775-2173 (Fax) 
 

Monday-Thursday 
8:30 am to 5:00 pm 

 
Friday 

8:30 am to 3:00 pm 
 

www.fumcbryan.org 
 

Follow us on  
Facebook, Twitter 

and Instagram  
for all the latest from  

FUMC Bryan
(@fumcbryan) 

Our Church Ministry at the Moment 
This is an unprecedented time in America and in our world.  Fear is rampant. Remember: 
“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of 
a sound mind” (2 Timothy 1:7 NKJV).  This is a time to turn to the Lord in faith.  Turn to 
His Word and meditate upon His promises.  Keep your mind fixed on Him and the Lord 
will give you His “peace because you trust in Him” (Isaiah 26:3).   

Our church, as the Lord’s hands and feet, is here to support one another and help our 
community.  If you need ANYTHING, then please let us know how we can help. You can 
contact staff individually or contact the church office by emailing our administrative      
assistant, LeeAnn at leeann@fumcbryan.org.  Our church is communicating through 
email and social media in order to provide encouragement and give updates about 
church ministry during these times, so please stay connected to your church.   

We anticipate that all ministry activities on campus are cancelled through April.  As a 
general rule of thumb, FUMC will follow the BISD schedule.  If BISD is conducting classes, 
then we will resume ministry on campus at that time.   We will continue to livestream worship. 
We are averaging about 450 unique IP addresses (plus over 30 in Spanish).  So, at least 480+ 
“attended” online worship services.  Spread the word to your family, friends and neighbors so 
they can find an encouraging word with us on Sunday (or go to our website and see the      
services later).  Thank you for continuing to give and financially supporting your church staff 
and ministries. We realize times are tough and we appreciate your thoughtfulness and       
faithfulness in continuing to give.  

Because things are changing so quickly, we are changing and adjusting our plans for         
worship.  We will NOT have holy week services as previously scheduled (Maundy       
Thursday, Good Friday).  However, we will observe these sacred days.  In the spirit of     
Maundy Thursday we ask that all of you find someone you can help during this time.  Help 
them with their bills, their errands or just call them to pray with them and encourage 
them.  The word “Maundy” comes from the Latin word mandatum.  The Lord mandates that we 
love one another and while we cannot wash one another’s feet during Maundy Thursday       
service this year, we can actually be a servant and help someone in need.  Reach out to 
someone in need and be the body of Christ meeting their need.  Then, email our staff and let 
them know how you celebrated Maundy Thursday this year. 

On Good Friday, the sanctuary will be open from sunrise until 8 p.m. for you to come in 
and pray.  You’ll be able to practice social distancing in this way.  I have written a short 
devotional book on the seven last words of Christ on the cross.  We will print that booklet 
and you may read through it while in the sanctuary.  At the end of your time of prayer, 
you are invited to go forward to a cross that I will erect in the sanctuary.  You’ll be invited 
to write on a piece of paper any burden, sin or concern you have and leave them on the 
cross.  Yes, there will be gloves and sanitizer for you.  If you prefer to use the booklet at 
home and not venture out, LeeAnn will be emailing the booklet as an attachment during 
holy week. 

We may have to cancel gatherings, but NO ONE can truly CANCEL the                     
RESURRECTION.  We will celebrate EASTER online.  The virus around the world is    
life-changing, but not as life-changing as the good news that Jesus is alive. So,           
remember His promise: “Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age.  Amen.” (Matthew 28:20 NKJV) 

mailto:leeann@fumcbryan.org
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Senior Pastor 
Rev. Rick Sitton 

ext. 105 
rick@fumcbryan.org 

Lead Pastor of  
Contemporary Worship 
Rev. Jennifer Webber 

ext. 106 
jen@fumcbryan.org 

Associate Pastor, Hispanic Ministry  
Rev. Dr. Augusto Sarria 

ext. 104 
augusto@fumcbryan.org 

 

Director of 

Jeff Hobbs 
ext. 103 

jeff@fumcbryan.org 

Director of Adult Ministries  
& Member Involvement 

Natalie Patterson 
ext. 102 

natalie.patterson@fumcbryan.org 

Director of Music & Worship 
Ministries 

Chris Caffee 
ext. 107 

chris@fumcbryan.org 

Sara Hadley 
Karl Brinkmann 

karlb1@prodigy.net 

Organist 
Angela Corbett 

Director of  
Business & Facilities 

Eileen Winkle 
ext. 109 

eileen@fumcbryan.org 

Administrative Assistant 
LeeAnn Broeker 

ext. 101 
leeann@fumcbryan.org 

Custodians 
 Hosea Morriel 

Rocio Hittt 
Josh Sweed 

CLERGY 

STAFF 

Please visit our website (fumcbryan.org) to 
view the latest announcements and calendar. 

Ola Mae Davis, Sue Futrell, 
Daphne Eller, Erma Ingram, 

Mary House,  
Shirley Anderson,  

Bob Prock, Kitty Harrington, Ray Anthony, Hal Fellows, 
Jack Gressett, Ben Balke, Mac McDonald,  

Mary McDonald, Pam Vollentine, Lupe Ruiz, Pat Atmar 
 

Prayers of Celebration:  
 

Katerina & Charlie Bruner for the birth of their daughter 
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Sunday, April 5th 
LiveStream Worship at  9 AM & 11 AM 

Please submit your children ’s palm videos to Jeff! 

Friday, April 10th 
Sanctuary open from sunrise until 8 PM  
the seven l ast words of Christ on the cross    

Sunday, April 12th 
LiveStream Worship TBA 

Happy Easter from fumc bryan!   
Additional pl ans TBA to celebrate Online together!  

THURSDAY, April 9th 
Reach out to someone in need and be the body of 

Christ meeting their need.  let Our Staff know how 
you celebrated Maundy Thursday this year! 

Holy Week Schedule  



Page 4 Vol. LXI, No. 4                                                              

“Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to 
pray and not lose heart,…”         
(Luke 18:1) 
 
The most important thing we can do is pray and seek the 
Lord.   Our nation is going through tough times right now, but we 
will climb out of this.     During Lent, I have been preaching a  
series       entitled, “Climb Every Mountain … with Jesus.”  I    
encourage you today to climb the       

mountains you face with Jesus!  Mountain climbers never climb alone.  That 
would be crazy.  How do you stay connected to the Lord and to one              
another?  Prayer. Prayer is like a carabiner.   A carabiner (see pic) is a        
common piece of mountain climbing equipment that links together ropes and 
harnesses. Jesus is our lifeline, but prayer is our carabiner.   

Prayer is one way to stay connected to one another and THE WAY to stay connected to God.  Set 
aside time to pray.  Pray for wisdom.  Pray for our leaders-local and national.  Pray for health care 
workers!  Pray for those business owners who are struggling and those who have to shut 
down.  Pray for those losing their jobs.  Pray for those retirees who depend on their 401K and have 
now lost about 1/3 of their monthly income from those investments.  Pray for ideas on how to help 
your neighbor and make a difference as a disciple of Jesus by doing all the good you can at this 
time.  One way to do that is drop by canned goods to the church under the portico between the 
church office and sanctuary and those items will be taken to the Brazos Valley Food Bank.   

The chapel is open for prayer during daylight hours.  We are joining with SOS 
ministries for a city-wide prayer vigil that will last 40 days (March 29-May 7) 
ending with the National Day of Prayer on May 7.  I ask you to set aside time to 
pray once a day for our nation, it’s leaders and our people.  Our church will also 
have a 24 hour prayer vigil on Palm Sunday.  We are asking for you to sign up 
and take one hour, any hour of Palm Sunday, April 5.  Please email               
(natalie.patterson@fumcbryan.org) or text Natalie Patterson what hour you will 
be praying so she can create a prayer clock.     

 

General Conference and the Future of the UMC-Post Corona Virus 

I had asked FUMC Bryan to pray and fast on the 5th and 15th of each month because General Conference 

was scheduled to convene from May 5-15 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  I have recently learned that General 

Conference is now being rescheduled for 2021 due to the ramifications of the Covid-19 Virus.  There is a 

schism in our denomination that centers around scriptural authority, marriage between one man and one 

woman, and issues of human sexuality.  General Conference was expected to pass legislation that would  

result in a formal division of the denomination in some way.  Bishop, Rev. Dr. Scott Jones, the Texas        

Conference delegation, the Council of Bishops, the African delegations and many more diverse groups have 

endorsed a plan called the Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace through Separation.  You can read about it 

at: www.txcumc.org/prgts. 

I have been leading and preparing our church and staff for many possibilities, but the delay of General     

Conference to 2021 was completely unknowable and unexpected.  I want to offer you the  opportunity to be 

more fully informed about why the United Methodist Church is locked in an intractable schism.  I plan (God 

willing) to lead a book study written by Rev. Rob Renfroe and Rev. Walter Fenton entitled Are We Really  

Better Together?  I need to know if you are coming so I can order the book.  It’s a very short book that covers 

the history and the present schism. So, email me directly at rick@fumbryan.org.  I had hoped to lead this 

study in April and May, but due to the pandemic I have postponed the study until we resume First Family  

Dinners in September.   

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+18:1&version=NKJV
mailto:Natalie.patterson@fumcbryan.org
http://www.txcumc.org/prgts
mailto:rick@fumbryan.org
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Back Porch Prayers  
While social distancing, my friend Lanny Parker has taken advantage of his 
new home's back porch. He has kept his BIble on the picnic table and      
consults it often. He has his own sanctuary in the backyard and spends his 
time praying for his family, neighbors, church, and even men, women, and 
children he doesn't know by name. When I called to say hello, Lanny shared 
how he has been keeping busy. Lanny has been praying for those who have 
continued to work throughout this pandemic. He named the cashiers at the 
grocery stores, the doctors, nurses, and health care professionals, those 
handing out food at local schools and pantries, and for our first responders. 
After reflecting on our phone conversation, I realized that I have used this 
time to stay close to family and remained at a safe distance from most    
people.  However, there are others who have not been given what I now will 
call my luxury.  

Lanny is correct in praying for the great servants of our community who are 
taking a risk to ensure others are safe, healthy, and have food on the table 
for their families.  While talking with a friend of mine whose husband is a  

police officer, I realized we should add to Lanny's list to pray for the families of those men and women who 
are working.  My police officer friend is out at the grocery stores early in the morning to greet our community 
and help local store managers communicate with the public what is available in the local grocery stores. 
Other officers are also taking calls to ensure the public remains safe during this uncertain time.  Grocery 
store clerks are still serving the masses as well as those in the medical field and local pantries. I know   
everyone is trying to avoid getting sick, but, with full disclosure, there are people who are more at risk than 
others. We must pray for them and their families.  

There is a great power in prayer. All throughout scripture we can extract great testimonies of prayers          
answered.  While caught in the belly of a fish, Jonah prayed to God for saving.  He was heard, spit out, and 
rescued.  Hannah, in a position of barrenness, prayed for a son. She was heard, given the blessing of a 
child, and gave all the glory to God in thankfulness that her prayers were answered. James 5 reminds us of 
Elijah's prayers, "He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a 
half years. Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops." If you missed it, 
there is a power in prayer. What would happen if we all prayed from our back porches, front stoop, or    
kitchen table for those who are in the public daily. If God can make the rain stop and start, surely God can 
keep fathers,  mothers, friends, and neighbors safe from this virus.  Heck, why not even get wild and crazy 
and pray that COVID-19 ends sooner rather than later?! Jesus reminds us that if we have the faith of a 
mustard seed (which is really tiny) we can say to a mountain move and it will move!  Let's move this   
mountain! 

In the mean time, if you are like me and get restless sitting around (just keeping it real) then why not find     
additional ways to support those who are working.  Phone calls and text messages are little blessings to    
remind folks that you are thinking of them and grateful for what they are doing. My grandmother has never 
steered me wrong and swears by the good old fashion handwritten note card! This is a simple and fun way 
to get the family involved to say thank you for your service during difficult times. Maybe you have a gift in      
baking, I don't know what person would turn down a surprise box of chocolate cookies on their front porch? 
Don't bake?  I was incredibly grateful for a random coffee gift card presented to my door step this past 
week. What other creative ideas could you do to say thank you to those you know who are putting       
themselves at risk to serve our community?  

I have been blessed by my friend's reminder of the importance of prayer. I, too, hope you will be               
encouraged by Lanny and his faith. We might not have control over our world, but we certainly have control 
over the words we lift up to the Lord. I am hopeful in the prayers you will join my friend in lifting up and how 
God will use all of us on our back porch to bring health and healing to our community.  Amen. 
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love. witness. serve. 

Open   

Door 

He Has Risen! 

April, how fast time is going and how changes are happening before 

our eyes.  I would like to focus this month on “DOORS”.  Let’s look at 

different type of doors in life: 

Storm Doors:  Life has many trails, events, storms.  It is how we go 

through the “STORMS OF LIFE” that predicts the outcome.  You will 

be problem focused or solution focused. 

Revolving Door:  Best way to describe this door is, “Around and 

around I go.”  Doing the same thing over and over again and hoping 

for different results.  It is insanity at its best. 

Trap Doors:  Watch out, everything is looking good, look at me, look 

who I’ve become; it is all about my  success, my toys, career, the “GOOD LIFE” at the devil’s      

expense. 

Open Doors:  Access to something or someone, opportunity, life changing. 

Closed Doors:  Shut, unable to open, sometimes a shut door is for protection, but sometimes a 

shut door is for privacy. A word of advice, quit kicking a closed door, it is closed for a reason. 

Spiritual Doors:  John 14:6: “Jesus said to him, I am the way the truth, and the life; no one      

commits to the father but through me”.  I call this the, “RESSURECTION DOOR TO NEW LIFE”.  

The Lord is our doorkeeper.   

The search for open doors comes 

during seasons of transition,         

discomfort or even inspiration.  We 

want God to open and shut doors 

during the difficult episodes of our 

lives, but when you’re looking for 

that open door, the truth is, you 

should be looking for the Lord.  God 

can set a door in your life, even at 

this moment, and you can transition 

out of one place and walk through 

the door into a whole new place. 

God can shut a door no man can 

open, and He can open a door no man can shut. Remember this door came with a cost; it cost   

Jesus his life, but He did it for you and me. This is the most important door in our life and it gives 

access to New Life. 

You must make the decision to OPEN THE DOOR and let Jesus into your life. What door are you 

going to allow God to open and close right now?  

In closing I share Jeremiah 29:13: “You will seek me and find me when you search for me with all 

your heart”.  The tomb is not empty, the DOOR has been rolled away for you to enter His presence. 

- Lanny Parker  

 

 



You Were Created to Worship 
Corporate worship is a means of grace and one of the Three General Rules that we follow 

faithfully as Methodists. We worship because we are the body of Christ offering our praise 

to God and are seeking the direction, correction and sustaining power of God for our              

participation in God’s mission in the world. When we worship together, we are connected to 

God as a community. It reminds us that not only do we gather but we are sent out into the 

world together.  Public worship can be traditional or contemporary or even online. Our time         

together in worship will be different as we temporarily avoid large gatherings.  We may need 

to distance ourselves physically, but We Are the Body of Christ and We Are Created to   

Worship because HE IS WORTHY OF OUR WORSHIP!  

 

 

You actually can't cancel Church. You can close a  
building, but we are the Church. We do not cease to be 
the Church!   

Dr. Timothy Tennent – Asbury Seminary president 
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A Family Legacy Takes Root at FUMC Bryan 
We welcomed a new addition to our landscaping!  Natalie      

Patterson has donated a beautiful elm tree called a Golden Rey 

Elm, named after the inventor, Bruce Rey, who was Natalie’s 

grandfather. The distinguishing feature of the Golden Rey Elm 

is the yellow coloring of the leaves that persists from early 

spring until the leaves drop in the autumn.  In the autumn, the 

color of the yellow leaves deepens until the leaves drop.  This 

variety tends to be more compact, with more branches, when 

young, but becomes more rounded with age. 

Adult Ministries 



I was recently contacted by a former member looking for documentation about his son’s baptism and 
confirmation.  Our church historian, Jon Marner, was able to go through the archives and found this 
picture.  Here is the email response from the father who requested the information: 
 

Natalie, 
 

How very grateful I am to you and Jon for locating this treasure for me and my son, Kyle.  
This exceeds all hope we had for confirmation of his Baptism and acceptance into membership 
at the First UMC of Bryan.  I sincerely thank you both for the effort to locate this documentation 
and picture. Which reminds my wife and me of the foundational role your church played 
in our son’s spiritual development - that continues today.  
May God’s blessings continue to favor you, as you serve in his Name.  
 

Jay Lewallen 
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Adult Ministries 

 

Here is a picture of the Confirmation Class of 1975. These young people joined the church this past Sunday morning and 

were received into full membership. Pictured, left to right, row 1 are: David   Erwin, "Chuck" Ernst, Pat Hancock, Terri 

Bailey, Kyle Lewallen, Lori Somers, Debra Lisenbe, Rob Witcher, and Kent Schuster. Row 2: Gordon Carruth, Greg  

Carruth, Mary Gelber, Sharon Bertrand, Carol Cooper, Keith Vance, Mark Kahil, Gene Woodell, Justin Irick, and Mike 

Hudson. It is a genuine pleasure to welcome this fine class into membership. 

As a member of the FUMC church family, it is important that you build that same strong  foundation 
for yourself, your children and grandchildren by regular worship and Sunday School Attendance.  
Our call is to make disciples for Christ! 

Congratulations to Natalie Patterson, who has become a United Methodist Certified Lay Minister.  

This is a great achievement for Natalie as CLM graduates spend many hours in study and fulfill   

several requirements to complete their certification.  A Certified Lay Minister, as per The United 

Methodist Book of Discipline, “is called and equipped to conduct worship, care for the congregation, 

assist in program leadership, develop new and existing faith communities, preach the Word, lead 

small groups or establish community outreach  ministries as part of a ministry team.”  We are so 

proud of her achievement, dedication and everything she has done to serve God, FUMC Bryan and 

the Adult Ministries! 
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Student & Family Ministries 
Children’s Ministry Update 

Our way of doing ministry together has changed in the past couple of weeks.  I think this has 

given us an opportunity to be creative with all of the resources God has given us.  We have 

used live videos on Facebook for Sunday School and Wednesday night Bible study.  Soon we 

will be moving to the Zoom app on your computer or mobile device.   

The Easter Family Night that was scheduled for April 5
th
 has been postponed.  It will most likely 

be in May with a Pentecost theme.   

I have a special request of you for 

Palm Sunday.  Usually we have a 

procession with palm branches in 

the sanctuary on Palm Sunday.  

Since we are not able to do that this 

year, I am asking that you make a 

short video of your children waving 

a branch for about 10 seconds.  I 

will make a compilation video of all 

the children and it will be shown on 

Palm Sunday.  We can shout 

“Hosanna!” from anywhere!  Please send the video to my phone 979-777-3505. 

You can find children’s ministry updates on the children’s ministry Facebook page at: 

www.facebook.com/groups/fumcbryancm or on our website at fumcbryan.org/ministries/children  

I think when we look back on this time, we will see that God used it for us to step up to find ways 

to reach others.  I am praying for you and your family. 

God Bless, 

Jeff 

 

.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/fumcbryancm/
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I, Ken Graalum, along with 5 others were very privileged to attend 
the 187th Annual Conference of the Methodist Church in Liberia.  
The conference theme was “A Future With Hope” and was held in 
Ganta City at the Miller McAllister United Methodist Church.   Bishop 
S. J.  Quire is the leader of the Methodist Church in Liberia.         
Rev. Dr. James Labala was the coordinator of the annual            
conference. Our invitation was extended as part of the initiative to 
establish a Mobility Cart building and training site in Liberia.  This 
visit also    allowed me to observe the improvements that have been 
made to the compound at Gbarnga with funds from FUMC Bryan.  I 
am very pleased to report that the solar panels, wells and roofs look 
in very good shape.  I did not observe all the school teaching materi-
als, but did observe that more students are able to attend and learn 
with our help.  During the groundbreaking for the Mobility Build and 
Training Shop, Rev. Labala was very vocal in how money from 
FUMC Bryan has improved the       
campus and created a place of learn-
ing and caring.  We have over 2,000 
pictures and quite a few videos that 

were taken.  I will supply the missions committee with detailed pictures 
of the Gbarnga compound which show what has been done and what 
still needs to be done at this location.  

 

 

Pictured:  Bishop S. J.  Quire 
with his daughter and         
Dr. Muriel Nelson, UMW of 
Liberia President at the 
groundbreaking for the      
Mobility shop 

Pictured above: Mobility 
Carts at the Gbarnga     
compound ready for          
distributing 
 

Pictured below: Rev. 
Rose Farhat just after 
she became an elder in 
the church and received 
a new appointment 

Pictured above: the rice paddy area 
that Rev. Labala spoke about when he 
was here last.  There are several more 
of this size within the compound area.  
Beyond the buildings in the background 
is where the Bishop wishes the Mobility 
construction / training site to be built. 

Rice was the staple at every meal and 
the ability to grow it locally to provide 
for residents is reportedly a good step 
forward in establishing independence 
from external  support. 

 

Liberian 187th Annual 
Conference 



Page 11 Vol. LXI, No. 4                                                              

During these years we have seen many      

miracles in the Hispanic Ministry, such as: 

Jessica Gutierrez Arevalo is a young woman 

from Nicaragua who is married to an      

American.  She could not have children and 

did not believe that God could give her a 

child. After praying for her, she returned to Nicaragua and she found herself pregnant. She was so 

happy that as soon as she gave birth, she traveled to Bryan to give testimony in church of the     

miracle that God had done to her. Now she has her second baby.  

A lady arrived crying because the doctor told her that her 6-year-old daughter had an invasive     

retinoblastoma.  Her eye would need to be removed, and a full recovery was not guaranteed. She 

asked for prayer and after praying for her she went home.  Last year during the national holidays, a 

ten-year-old girl came running to hug Fany and behind her approached a lady giving us the         

testimony. She was the girl we had prayed for; she was completely healthy; the tumor did not      

invade her. In spite of having an ocular prosthesis she was completely normal. 

 



506 East 28th Street 
Bryan, TX 77803 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

www.fumcbryan.org 
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There are many opportunities at our church to  
fulfi l l a person’s call to be a  

DISCIPLE OF JESUS, 
including Bible study, LIFE groups and serving others.   

Please contact Natalie Patterson for more information on Discipleship at FUMC! 


