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Welcome to the Explorers Teaching Guide!
Explorers Teaching Guide is a leader’s guide for those who teach grades four and five. This teaching 
guide will help you connect with the students in your class and challenge them to learn and apply the 
truths of God’s Word. Explorers is part of the D6 family of Sunday School/Bible study curriculum for all 
ages. D6 is a reference to the Scriptural teaching that says parents are to be the primary spiritual leaders 
for their children (Deuteronomy 6:5-9). D6 curriculum provides a six-year study of the story of the Bible, 
helping lead the entire family to interact around the same biblical theme.

What’s New?

The More You Know . . .This section on the front page of every lesson provides helpful information 
with regard to the rationale for teaching that unit’s lessons, or interesting background information 
about the Scripture text being taught.

Timeline—Many lessons will include a graphic that helps you understand the period of history (both 
biblical and secular) in which the lesson is set. This is a good reminder that the Bible is not a book 
of “stories” or fables, but rather an accurate historical record.

D6 Doorposts™—Each lesson will address key principles that frame a biblical worldview. We will 
identify how the passage being studied supports a biblical worldview so teachers will be able to 
reinforce these foundational concepts in age-appropriate ways.

D6 Digital—D6 curriculum is available in a digital format! Now you can study from your laptop, tab-
let, or smartphone. Go to d6curriculum.com or call 800.877.7030 for more information.

Despite the many exciting changes to Explorers Teaching Guide is built around the CLEAR Learning Sys-
tem, which uses five important steps to help students participate in every lesson. These five steps are:

Connect—These opening activities help capture the learners’ attention to help them transition to 
class time and be ready to learn how the lesson relates to their lives. Two options are provided so 
teachers can choose the activity that best fits their students and their classroom setting.

Learn—What does the Bible say? The Learn section answers this question by digging into the bib-
lical text and explaining it in ways students can understand.

Explore—The Explore section of each lesson provides additional teaching and reinforcement of 
biblical truths presented in the lesson. It provides a helpful perspective for understanding God’s 
Word.

Apply—The Apply section provides interaction that encourages students to do more than learn 
facts and details. It provides emphasis on the application of God’s Word in personal ways.

Respond—The final section in each lesson encourages students to consider specific responses 
they can make to the lessons learned. Students are challenged to respond from their hearts and 
take practical action.
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Application Verse: D6 curriculum emphasizes a more intentional focus for students to apply 
the verse to their lives and not just memorize the words (James 1:22).

Lesson Objectives: It’s hard to know if you’ve hit the target when you’re not sure what you’re 
aiming at. That’s why ever lesson now includes three objectives that identify the lesson’s 
threefold target.

Know— The biblical knowledge you want your students to learn.
Think—A biblical worldview you hope your students will adopt.
Do—The practical understanding of how to apply biblical truths to daily life.

Preparation Checklist: This lists the items needed for the different parts of the les-
son whether it is a Teaching Essential or items needed for activities.

D6 Doorpost™: It is important to instill a biblical worldview to students of all ages. 
The D6 doorposts give an explanation of how the lesson supports a biblical world-
view and helps emphasize the relevance of the principle for the world today.

Take Note: These are additional tips and information you will find helpful when 
preparing and teaching the lesson.

The More You Know . . . This provides the teacher with background information 
on a section of Scripture, rationale for teaching this topic to students, or even sug-
gestions for creative additions to the lessons. Sometimes the more you know, the 
better you can prepare.

Are you making a Home Connection with your kids? Home 
Connection is a FREE download that gives parents a simple way 
to practice faith at home by providing:

•  A weekly Bible passage to read together as a family
•  Suggestions to help you pray together as a family
•  Suggested activities to do as a family to put your faith in action

It’s a great tool for parents who want to pass their faith on to their children!

Also, if your church uses D6 Curriculum, Home Connection will let you know exactly what each mem-
ber of the family is learning in small group, Life group, or Sunday School each week. Try it this week 
by downloading it at: www.D6home.com.

Large Group/Small Group: If you use a Large group/Small group format, D6 cur-
riculum easily accommodates your needs.  Look for these icons throughout the 
lessons to see an example of how it can be accomplished.
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Teaching Essentials
Explorers Teaching Essentials provides the 
resources needed to most effectively teach 
grades four and five. Each kit includes one 
Explorers Teaching Guide, teaching pictures 
and posters, reproducible sheets, application 
verse posters, an attendance poster, and repro-
ducible take-home piece, Field Notes.

Explorers Field Notes—These are a weekly link 
between class and home. These reproducible 
sheets are designed to reinforce weekly lessons 
and themes through the use of age-appropriate 
activities that are used in the class and home. 
One side offers a worksheet activity related to 
the lesson to be used in the classroom.

OT = Old Testament

NT = New Testament

ST = Special Topic

Explorers Components

Explorers 
Teaching 
Guide

Application 
Verse Poster

Teaching Pictures

Reproducibles

Includes a weekly activity for 
families to do together.

Part of this side is 
completed in class.

Field Notes

Field Notes
Field Notes are reproducible work-
sheets provided in the Teaching 
Essentials to be used in class and 
at home.

This side is to be used at home.

This can be completed in class or at home.

Observations—students will write what they 
learned in class. 
Response—students will write possible verses 
for what they have learned.
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Welcome to the Spring Quarter!

Unit 1—Old Testament (Call to Faithfulness)

This study from the book of Jeremiah focuses on God’s calling in Jeremiah’s life. Jeremiah was called 
of God as a young man to be a faithful messenger to God’s rebellious people. As the Weeping Prophet, 
Jeremiah witnessed the darkest days in the history of his nation. Jeremiah’s experiences will help 
your students understand how to measure success in the face of opposition. They will also learn from 
Jeremiah’s example how to maintain confidence in the promises of God, value perseverance when mis-
treated, and to never give up on the task of sharing God’s message.

Unit 2—New Testament (The Risen King) 

This study from the Gospels Mark and Luke serves as a needed reminder of the sacrifice and gift Jesus’ 
death and resurrection is. The last days Jesus spent on earth are examined in this unit. We will also take 
a glance at His promised return as our glorified King. It is our desire that your students see Jesus as more 
than a baby in a manger or our crucified Savior. Our goal is to help them recognize the current position 
of Jesus as the reigning King of the Universe so they may gain a complete confidence in Christ’s ability 
to care for them and learn how they can honor the Lord properly.

Unit 3—Special Topic (The Word vs. the World)

Our Special Topic unit this quarter focuses on various complicated questions. The questions our study 
investigates require reasoning and an analysis of one’s belief system. Our goal is to help your students 
understand the events from ancient history more clearly through interpreting the evidence of one’s 
worldview.  Students will recognize the statements of Scripture as the highest authority and most reli-
able source of information regarding ancient history, and it is our hope that they will be able to defend 
a biblical worldview.

Explorer’s Guide
Explorer’s Guide is the devotional study guide 
for students in grades four and five. It is a 
tool designed to help the student establish 
the habit of spending daily time with God in 
His Word. This magazine features 14 weeks 
of daily Bible studies, which help reinforce 
the themes of the lessons they learn each 
Sunday. It also includes puzzles, age-appro-
priate jokes, short stories and articles to help 
them grow as Christ followers.

Devotional study guides are available for 
everyone in your family. To order visit 
D6family.com
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Talking With Children About Spiritual Matters
One of your most important roles as a church leader to elementary students will be to encourage and guide them in their 
spiritual journey. God has given parents the most important and influential role when it comes to influencing a child’s path to 
salvation, and leaders at church have the responsibility to support and encourage this process. 

Ideally, parents will be the ones to help their kids navigate a decision to follow Christ, but children’s ministry leaders should be 
prepared and ready when needed. Kids will have questions about faith at random times, so it’s important for everyone on your 
team to be trained about leading them to Christ and answering questions they may have. Sometimes kids respond to an invita-
tion for salvation, but when you talk with them you can tell what they really need is assurance of salvation, help understanding 
how to fight temptations, or some other aspect of navigating their walk with Christ. See #4 below for help with those situations.

There are many methods that are effective, but the following provides general guidelines and principles with regard to leading 
a child to Christ.

Whenever a child responds, it’s important to discern the reasons for the response and the readiness of the child. 

• Ask the child why he responded today (came forward, raised his hand, went to the back of the room, etc.).  Don’t make the 
assumption the child is responding to a need for salvation. Sometimes kids just want to tell you about an injury or a pet 
that is sick. Be careful not to ask leading questions like, “Did you come to become a Christian?” Ask questions that allow 
the child to word his reason for responding.

• If the child provides enough feedback to show readiness for this important step of faith, proceed with the next steps. If 
you do not feel the child fully understands, listen to why she came and pray with her about her need, but do not proceed. 
Walking a child through that decision before she is ready can lead to much confusion and provide a false sense of security 
in salvation.

Here are some guidelines for talking with children about salvation:

1. We have a problem—we all sin and there’s a penalty for sin. 

• What is sin? Sin is anything we think, say, or do that goes against God’s Word. Sin breaks our relationship with God.
• Have you ever sinned? Encourage the child to recognize he has sinned and use the Bible to show that all have sinned 

(Romans 3:23).
• Do you know what punishment is? Allow the child to respond. The Bible teaches us the punishment for sin means that 

at some point everyone will die and be separated from God. It’s a punishment earned because of sin (Romans 6:23).

2.  God has a solution to the problem—Jesus took the punishment for sin and made a way to fix our relationship with God. 

• God loved us so much that He sent His Son to die on the cross to pay the price for our sins (Romans 5:8).
• God offers the free gift of salvation and all who choose that gift can live with Him forever (Romans 6:23b).
• God wants to be our friend and guide us every day!

3.  You have a choice to make—Will you receive the free gift being offered to you?

• Nobody can make this choice for you. It’s a personal decision to follow Jesus (Romans 10:9, John 3:16).
• Discuss with the child what these verses mean and ask if she believes these things and wants to receive the gift of salva-

tion. Pray with her, but encourage her to use her own words to tell God what she is feeling and wants to do. 

Children are literal thinkers, so using phrases like, “ask Jesus into your heart,” or “give your heart to Jesus” can be confusing 
to them. Be simple and clear when choosing your words. 

4.  The choice to become a Christian is just the beginning of an exciting journey with the Lord. He is ready to help His children 
grow and learn every day. Use these five-word promises from Gods Word to encourage kids along their journey. Encourage 
them to use the fingers on one hand to be reminded of these truths.

•  God will always forgive me (1 John 1:9). 
 Children need to be reminded that becoming a Christian doesn’t mean they will never sin again. Some kids think they need 

to become a Christian all over again every time they sin. 
• God will never leave me (Hebrews 13:5b).
 Sometimes kids just need assurance of salvation and a reminder that God is with them even when they cannot physically 

see Him.
• The Lord is my helper (Hebrews 13:6).
 It’s not easy to fight sin nature and follow Christ. Children often get discouraged if they feel alone. 
• I can talk to God (Philippians 4:6, 1 Peter 5:7).
 Children need to be reminded that God cares about everything they are going through and they can talk to Him about 

anything.
• The Bible is God’s Word (Hebrews 4:12, 2 Timothy 3:16).
 Children need to know the Bible is not just a book about God or His teachings. It is actually God’s Word to us and very 

useful for learning to follow Him every day.
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THE MORE YOU KNOW:
As we begin our study from the book of Jeremiah, it is important to under-
stand who Jeremiah was and why God called him to be a prophet. He was a 
faithful, God-fearing believer who was known by God (Jeremiah 1:5). He was 
raised to know, love, and obey God. He is often called the Weeping Prophet 
because of his deep sadness over the repeated disobedience and impending 
judgment of Israel.

God called Jeremiah because of the troublesome situation the Israelites were 
facing. Because of their blatant disobedience, they were under the attack of 
several other nations. Their rebellious living placed them outside God’s pro-
tective covering, and His punishment was inevitable. It is crucial for us to 
remember that God’s correction comes from His immense love for us, with 
the intention to lead us to repentance (Hebrews 12:10).

The Israelites were chosen, loved, rescued, and provided for, but they contin-
ued to turn their backs on God. This was not God’s plan for His people. His 
desire is for us to remain within the protection of His love and holiness. As 
the story of Jeremiah unfolds in our lessons this month, we must learn from 
Jeremiah to develop the resolve to do the right thing even when it is difficult 
and met with resistance.

Old Testament
Lesson 1
March 1, 2020

Created and Called 
by God
TEXT: Jeremiah 1

LESSON OBJECTIVE:
 Know: God called Jeremiah to deliver a message to His people.
 Think:   God’s Word helps us trust His plan and counter our excus-

es.
 Do:  Be willing to answer God’s call and serve Him all your life.

APPLICATION VERSE: Jeremiah 1:7

THEME: Boldly Answer God’s Call

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 1

q		TE 1-2

q		Index cards

q		Pencils

q		Small prize

Option 2

q		TE 1-3

LEARN
q		TE 1-4

APPLY
q		TE 1-5

q		TE 1-22

RESPOND
q		TE 1-1a

q		TE 1-1b

q		TE 1-6

q		Field Notes OT-1

q		Pencils

q		Permanent marker

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Jeremiah 1:4-8

Day 2—Jeremiah 1:9-10

Day 3—Jeremiah 1:17-19

Day 4—Isaiah 40:28-31

Day 5—1 Timothy 4:12

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.
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Option 1

Items Needed: TE 1-2 (one copy/two students)
 Index cards
 Pencils
 Small prize (optional)

Before class, copy and cut apart TE 1-2 so each student will have a 
section. Distribute a section of TE 1-2, an index card, and a pencil to 
the students. Instruct the students to answer the questions, but not 
put their names on the paper. Be sure to participate in the activity 
too. Collect the papers and mix them up. Read the answers on each 
sheet aloud and have the students write on their index cards who 
they think wrote the different answers. Be sure to keep the papers 
in the order you read them. After you have read them all, go back 
through the papers and have the different students identify which 
one was theirs. Consider giving a small prize to the student who cor-
rectly guessed the most.

So how well do you know each another? Encourage response. 
Sometimes we think we really know someone only to find out that 
we don’t know him or her very well. Today, we’re beginning a book 
in the Old Testament named after the man who wrote it. It’s the 
book of Jeremiah. As we study it, we will learn God had a special 
plan for his life, just like God has a special purpose for your life. The 
reason Jeremiah could trust God and courageously obey Him is 
because he knew God knew him better than he knew himself. God 
knows each of you that well too. And just as He had a special pur-
pose for Jeremiah’s life, He has a special purpose for your life too.

Option 2

Items Needed: TE 1-3

Before class, cut apart the pictures from TE 1-3. Display them one at 
a time and ask the students to think of ways each item can be used. 
Some items are used mainly for a specific purpose (measuring tape, 
hammer, and fork), while others can be used in various ways (cell 
phone, tennis ball, and newspaper). This month we will be studying 
the book of Jeremiah. It is found in the Old Testament and was writ-
ten by the prophet, Jeremiah. As we study this book, we are going 
to learn God had a specific plan for his life. God chose and called 
Jeremiah to deliver a special message to His people. We will also 
learn God can use us in different ways too.

Notes

TE 1-2

TE 1-3
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Items Needed: TE 1-4

The people of Judah were being bullied by three great nations: 
Egypt, Assyria, Babylon. Have any of you ever been bullied? 
Encourage response. The reason for this bullying was because God’s 
people would not remain faithful to Him. Instead of loving God and 
obeying Him, the people were following false gods and the sin-
ful ways of the nations around them. They had turned their backs 
on God. As a result of their choices, the different enemy nations 
attacked and defeated the Israelites. They had wandered outside of 
God’s protective covering.

Do any of you remember what a prophet is? Encourage response. 
A prophet is a messenger from God. Display TE 1-4. God called a 
young man named Jeremiah to be a prophet to the nations. God 
spoke to Jeremiah and told him exactly what He wanted him to 
do. Have a student read Jeremiah 1:4-5 aloud. How do you think 
Jeremiah felt? Encourage response. He was afraid; he felt as though 
he was too young and too unqualified. But God told Jeremiah He 
would be with him wherever He sent him and He would give him 
the words to say. God even told Jeremiah that before he was formed 
inside his mother, He knew all about him, He had chosen him, and 
He planned for Jeremiah to be a prophet.

During this time, a good king named Josiah was ruling God’s people. 
But after Josiah died, the leaders who ruled God’s people were very 
wicked. They didn’t lead the people to know God’s laws or follow 
God’s laws. In fact, they led them to do the exact opposite. God was 
calling Jeremiah to deliver some very hard messages to the nations 
of Judah. These were God’s chosen people who continuously turned 
their backs on God.

Throughout his time as God’s messenger, Jeremiah demonstrated 
a lot of courage, boldness, and faithfulness. He continued in God’s 
purposes for his life, even when it was difficult. Jeremiah was 
ridiculed, beaten, put into prison, and his writings were even torn 
up. But because Jeremiah loved God words so much, He chose to 
remain faithful to God regardless of the circumstances. In fact, later 
on in the book of Jeremiah, he says God’s Word became a joy to his 
heart (Jeremiah 15:16). Jeremiah obeyed God and boldly did what 
God called him to do.

Jeremiah grew up knowing about God. His father was a priest 
named Hilkiah (hill-KYE-uh). But even though Jeremiah was raised 
in a godly home, God’s call to Jeremiah wouldn’t come through 
Jeremiah’s father. God had a specific plan for Jeremiah’s life—to 
deliver His message to the people of Judah.

Notes

TE 1-4
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God answered Jeremiah’s question of how he could deliver God’s 
message to the people by showing him two different things. First 
God showed Jeremiah a branch from an almond tree. God told 
Jeremiah he was watching His people and would keep His word 
and do what He promised. Then God showed Jeremiah a cooking 
pot. It was tipped toward the north. God explained to Jeremiah that 
He was going to use people—kings and armies—out of the north to 
judge His people. But God wanted Jeremiah to warn the people and 
give them an opportunity to turn back toward Him. God reassured 
Jeremiah not to be afraid, He would be with him, and that He would 
make him strong. God also told Jeremiah the people would fight 
against him, but they would not win.

Items Needed: TE 1-5
 TE 1-22

Before class, cut apart the strips from TE 1-5. Place the strips with 
the excuses on one side of the board or wall. Mix up the strips with 
the verses. Place them on the other side of the board or wall. Today 
we learned Jeremiah answered God’s call. Throughout this month, 
we will learn about God’s plan for him. Just as God had a plan for 
Jeremiah, He has a plan for you. Display TE 1-22 and introduce the 
application verse to the students by reading it to them. Jeremiah 
was hesitant to answer God’s call and gave excuses to Him. God 
responded by reminding Jeremiah that He can use anyone at any 
age and He would be with him. Those words are for us too. It’s 
sometimes easier to give excuses than say “yes,” but we are to trust 
God’s plan for our lives. Let’s say our application verse together 
several times.

Let’s see if we can match up the verse from God’s Word to the 
excuse that we might give. Read the excuses, one at a time, and 
allow the students to find the Bible verse that counters it.

What verse can we use when we want to use the excuse that we are 
too young? Encourage response. What verse can we use to remind 
us when we give the excuse we are afraid? Encourage response. 
What does God’s Word tell us when we say we don’t know what to 
do? Encourage response. What verses can help us when we doubt 
our ability or are unsure we can do it alone? Encourage response. 
What verses can we remember to counter our insecurities when 
we think we are not strong enough or smart enough? Encourage 
response. Don’t let excuses keep you from doing what God calls 
you to do.

Notes

TE 1-5

I’m too young—1 Timothy 4:12

I’m afraid—Isaiah 41:13

I don’t know what to do—Psalm 32:8a

I don’t think I can –Philippians 4:13

I’m not strong enough—Isaiah 40:29

I’m not smart enough—Proverbs 2:6

TE 1-22

Application 
Verse 
Poster
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Notes

Items Needed: TE 1-1a
 TE 1-1b
 TE 1-6
 Field Notes OT-1
 Pencils
 Permanent marker

Before class, cut apart the pieces from TE 1-1. Also, copy Field Notes 
OT-1 so each student has one. Distribute Field Notes OT-1 and pencils 
to the students. Have them fold along the solid line, and turn to the 
inside. Have the students use the code to discover the truths to help 
them remember to trust God’s plan for their lives. We have learned 
God chose and called Jeremiah to be a prophet to the nations. God 
had a special purpose for Jeremiah’s life. And He has a special pur-
pose for your life, too. Display TE 1-1a and add TE 1-1b to it. We, too, 
are to answer God’s call. Let’s talk about some truths we can use 
to help us remember to trust God in His plan for your life. Allow the 
students to tell you the answer for each blank and use the permanent 
marker to write it in before discussing the truth. Display TE 1-6. God 
knows you. God knew Jeremiah way before He formed him in his 
mother’s womb. Jeremiah knew God knew him better than he knew 
himself. God knows you too. As your Creator, God knows you better 
than anyone could possibly ever know you.

God chose you. God chose Jeremiah and had a special purpose for 
Jeremiah’s life. God has chosen you and has a special purpose for 
your life, too. And even way before He created you in your mother’s 
womb, He knew He wanted you. Not only that, He already planned 
out some pretty cool and special things for you to do. God has set 
you apart for His great purposes.

God can use you at any age. Jeremiah thought he was too young to 
do what God was asking him to do. He also felt like he wasn’t good 
enough and didn’t know enough. But the most important thing to 
remember is that despite Jeremiah’s youth or inabilities, God was 
more than able. This is why Jeremiah could courageously obey 
God’s call.

God will always be with you. God made Jeremiah a special prom-
ise—He assured Jeremiah He would be right there with him, and 
He would even come to Jeremiah’s rescue. God promises He will 
be with you too. No matter what God calls you to do, you have the 
assurance that He is near.

We can learn from Jeremiah’s example to trust God’s plan for your 
life. Be willing to boldly answer His call and serve Him in ways that 
honor Him.

Have the students refer to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. 
Your Next Step is to be willing to answer God’s call and serve Him 
all your life. End class with prayer for your students asking God to 
help them be willing to answer His call and serve them in ways that 
honor Him.

TE 1-1b

Field Notes OT-1

TE 1-6

Field Notes OT-1



12

THE MORE YOU KNOW:
Jeremiah was tasked with the important and difficult task of announcing 
God’s judgment on His people. The Israelites were guilty of being unfaithful, 
following the sinful ways of surrounding nations, and worshiping false gods. 
Because they repeatedly chose unfaithfulness, they would have to face con-
sequences that were far from God’s best for them.

While God instructed Jeremiah to announce His impending judgment, He 
also instructed him to remind the people that they could always return to 
God regardless of their sinfulness. God’s message always leaves room for 
forgiveness. God loved His children, and He desired their return (Jeremiah 
3:12). What a comfort that is for us as well! Despite our sin and rebellion, 
God’s love and care is still available to us.

The disobedience and the numbing effects of sin hardened the people of 
Israel. Their hearts were so hardened that they didn’t fear God or believe in 
Him anymore. This explains the deep sadness of Jeremiah. It was as if his 
message was falling on deaf ears or being delivered to a brick wall. Jeremiah 
faced discouragement, but he did not give up. His example is a great encour-
agement to us. May we be encouraged and strengthened to continue to do 
the hard things God asks of us!

Old Testament
Lesson 2
March 8, 2020

Living and Speaking 
for God
TEXT: Jeremiah 7

LESSON OBJECTIVE:
 Know:  Jeremiah shared God’s message of repentance with the 

people of Judah.
 Think:  Jesus paid the penalty for our sin.
 Do:   Walk with God and faithfully share His message with oth-

ers.

APPLICATION VERSE: Jeremiah 1:7

THEME: Faithfully Share God’s Message

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 1

q	Cell phone

LEARN
q	TE 1-4

q	TE 1-7

APPLY
q	TE 1-1a

q	TE 1-1c

q	TE 1-8

q	TE 1-22

q	Field Notes OT-2

q	Pencils

q	Permanent marker

RESPOND
q	Field Notes OT-2

q	Whiteboard and marker

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Jeremiah 7:1-3

Day 2—Jeremiah 7:8-11

Day 3—Jeremiah 7:13-15

Day 4—Jeremiah 7:23-26

Day 5—Jeremiah 7:27-30

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.
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Option 1

Items Needed: Cell phone

Display the cell phone. Texting is one of the most popular ways to 
communicate. You may not have a cell phone yet, but have any of 
you ever sent a text message before? Encourage response. When 
texting, what is the purpose of using emojis? Encourage response. 
We use emojis as a shortcut to express how we’re feeling. We 
learned last week God called a man to communicate a message to 
God’s people. God wanted the people to understand exactly how He 
was feeling about their behavior and what He wanted the people to 
do. Do any of you remember what this man’s name was? Encourage 
response. Yes, his name was Jeremiah. Today we will learn what 
Jeremiah’s message was to the people and how they responded.

Option 2

Have you ever had to deliver an important message to someone? 
Encourage response. Maybe you had to take a message to the office 
at your school or your teacher gave you a message to share with 
your parents. How important is it to communicate a message cor-
rectly? Encourage response. What might happen if you don’t share 
it correctly? Encourage response. Last week we learned God called 
a man named Jeremiah to share God’s message. He was a prophet, 
a messenger for God. Today will find out what the message was and 
if he communicated it correctly.

Items Needed: TE 1-4
 TE 1-7

Display TE 1-4. Last week, we began learning about the prophet 
Jeremiah. Do any of you remember what special job God gave 
Jeremiah? Encourage response. God told Jeremiah to warn his peo-
ple to turn from their sin and back to Him. Jeremiah was warning 
them of God’s judgment on His people. Who knows what the word 
judgment means? Encourage response. Think of judgment in terms 
of a judge’s sentencing in a courtroom. When a person stands before 
a judge for a crime he or she is found guilty of, the judge will give the 
punishment—his or her judgment. The judge has full authority to 
decide what punishment is fitting for the crime that was committed. 
God is the judge and God’s people were guilty of being unfaithful 
to Him. Do any of you remember what they were doing? Encourage 
response. They were worshiping false gods and following the sinful 
ways of the nations around them. There weren’t just a few people in 
Judah who were unfaithful to Him—the entire nation wasn’t follow-
ing God’s way. They were worshiping false gods or idols. Children, 
fathers, and mothers: all were guilty of being unfaithful to God.

Notes

TE 1-4



14

God told Jeremiah to go to the Temple and give the people His 
message. Display TE 1-7. Read or choose a student to read Jeremiah 
7:3 aloud. Jeremiah told the people God said for them to change 
their ways. If they did so, they would allow them to stay in the 
land. However, if they did not, there would be consequences. Read 
or choose another student to read Jeremiah 7:20 aloud. Sin—any-
thing we think, say, or do that goes against God’s way—doesn’t 
just affect us. It always hurts as many people as it can. Because of 
the sin of the people of Judah, the entire nation would face conse-
quences. Through Jeremiah, God clearly announced to His people 
that because they kept sinning over and over again, a punishment 
was coming.

But let’s look at something else God told the people. Read or choose 
a student to read Jeremiah 3:12-13 aloud. Jeremiah had reminded 
the people of God’s love and mercy toward them. There was a battle 
going on inside the people of Judah—who would the people love? 
Would they love and do what God told them, or would they do what 
they wanted and go their own way? God is a God of love. He is slow 
to anger and full of compassionate love for His people. But God is 
also a holy and just God. His holiness demands that sin be pun-
ished. All the people had to do was make the choice to turn away 
from their sin and turn back to God, and He would forgive them. He 
wanted all of the people’s heart, not just part of it. The same is true 
for you and me.

Throughout God’s Word, in both the Old and New Testaments, God 
is identified as a judge. But God’s no ordinary judge. Scripture tells 
us He’s a perfect, righteous judge (Deuteronomy 32:4). He comes to 
judge the earth with His righteousness and faithfulness (Psalm 96:13; 
Jeremiah 11:20). He judges by truth (Romans 2:2). This means all the 
decisions God makes are excellent and right. Romans 3:23 tells us 
every person has sinned and Romans 6:23 tells us the sentence for 
sin is death. But God offers us something else. Read or choose a 
student to read Romans 3:24 aloud. What does this verse tell us God 
gives us? Encourage response. He gives us grace, undeserved favor. 
How does God, our judge, do this? Encourage response. He does it 
through Jesus Christ’s sacrifice on the cross.

Items Needed: TE 1-1a
 TE 1-1c
 TE 1-8
 TE 1-22
 Field Notes OT-2
 Pencils
 Permanent marker

Notes

TE 1-7
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Before class, copy Field Notes OT-2 so each student will have one.
Jeremiah faithfully shared God’s message to the people. He warned 
them to do what is right and to live holy lives. Display TE 1-1a and 
add TE 1-1c to it. We are to faithfully share God’s message of grace 
and forgiveness with those around us. Distribute Field Notes OT-2 
and pencils to the students. Have them fold along the solid line, and 
turn to the inside. Display TE 1-8 and discuss the five truths with the 
students. Have the students fill in the blanks on their Field Notes as 
you discuss the truths.

Finger 1: I am forgiven because of Jesus.

Finger 2: I am guided by God’s Word.

Finger 3: I am created for a special purpose.

Finger 4: I am loved and accepted by God.

Finger 5: I am strong by God’s help.

I’m part of His plan. I’m in His hands.

Display TE 1-22 and review the application verse by saying it togeth-
er. What does our application verse tell us about who can share 
God’s message? Encourage response. It doesn’t matter how young 
or old a person is, he or she can share God’s message. God can and 
does use each one of us at every age. When God formed us, He cre-
ated us with a purpose in mind. The more we study God’s Word, 
the more we understand and learn to communicate with others His 
message of grace and love.

Items Needed: Field Notes OT-2
 Whiteboard and marker

God called the prophet Jeremiah to deliver a specific message to 
the people of his day. There are two ways every person needs to 
respond to God’s message of the Gospel—to receive it and to speak 
it. Write the following sentence on the whiteboard. We are to humbly 
receive the message of the Gospel. That means we understand we 
are as guilty as the people of Judah were when they sinned against 
God. Because sin requires a penalty, God gave His Son to make us 
right with Him. But we must make the choice to admit and confess 
our sin and accept the free gift of salvation.

Write the following sentence on the whiteboard. We are also to 
faithfully speak the message of the Gospel. How do we do that? As 
our relationship with Jesus grows and we choose to be obedient to 
God’s Word, we become a walking testimony of the Gospel. Others 
see Jesus in us as we reflect God’s truths through our words and 
actions. We share with others how Jesus has changed our lives.

Field Notes OT-2

TE 1-8

TE 1-1c

TE 1-22

Application 
Verse 
Poster



Have you personally heard with your ears and responded with your 
heart to the gospel message? If not, I want to invite you to do that 
today. If you have already responded to the gospel message, is there 
someone God wants you to share the message with? Have the stu-
dents refer to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next 
Step is to walk with God and faithfully share His message with oth-
ers. Encourage response. Close class with prayer, praying for bold-
ness in sharing the message of the Gospel.
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Field Notes OT-2

Are you making a Home Connection with your kids? Home Connection 
is a FREE download that gives parents a simple way to practice faith at 
home by providing:

•  A weekly Bible passage to read together as a family
•  Suggestions to help you pray together as a family
•  Suggested activities to do as a family to put your faith in action

It’s a great tool for parents who want to pass their faith on to their children!

Also, if your church uses D6 Curriculum, Home Connection will let you know exactly what each 
member of the family is learning in small group, Life group, or Sunday School each week. Try 
it this week by downloading it at: www.D6home.com.
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THE MORE YOU KNOW:
Every believer struggles at times with the overwhelming desire to be 
in control. But we must remind ourselves God is in control of every 
detail in the universe as well as every detail of our personal lives. 
Regardless of the circumstances we face, we must seek peace by 
patiently trusting in God’s sovereignty and His plan of redemption, 
which brings compassion, forgiveness, and rescue (Psalm 51:12).

Jeremiah acknowledged God’s righteousness, but he felt conflicted 
at the circumstances he was witnessing (Jeremiah 12:1). He faced 
confusion and injustice as he saw sinful people live seemingly suc-
cessful lives. Jeremiah saw first hand how sin affects the world, and 
he was discouraged.

Even the greatest prophets experienced rejection, depression, and 
hopelessness. But God did not leave Jeremiah’s questions unan-
swered. God responded encouraging Jeremiah to remain strong and 
toughen up in preparation for what the future held. God knows what 
is best because He sees the whole picture. We must choose to trust 
Him and hold tight to the truth that He remains faithful (2 Timothy 
2:13).

Old Testament
Lesson 3
March 15, 2020

Trusting and 
Resting in God
TEXT: Jeremiah 12

LESSON OBJECTIVE:
 Know: God is all-powerful and is in control.
 Think:  Trusting God’s sovereignty gives us peace.
 Do:  Patiently trust God’s sovereignty in our lives.

APPLICATION VERSE: Jeremiah 1:7

THEME: Patiently Trust God’s Sovereignty

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 1

q	TE 1-9

LEARN
q	TE 1-10

q	Field Notes OT-3

q	Pencils

q	Whiteboard and marker

q	Scissors

EXPLORE
q	TE 1-11

q	Cardstock

q	Scissors

q	Blanket

q	Pencils

APPLY
q	TE 1-22

q	TE 1-23

q	Dried up sponge

q	Bowl of water

RESPOND
q	TE 1-1a

q	TE 1-1d

q	Field Notes OT-3

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Jeremiah 12:1-2

Day 2—Jeremiah 12:14-17

Day 3—Isaiah 46:9-10

Day 4—John 16:33

Day 5—Isaiah 26:3-4

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.
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Option 1

Items Needed: TE 1-9

Before class, cut apart the cards from TE 1-9. There are six symbols 
connected to superheroes on this picture. Let’s see if we can iden-
tify the superhero and talk about what is so special about him or 
her. Display the cards one at a time. Even though every superhero is 
pretty amazing and possesses special power, is any one of them all-
powerful? Is there any superhero that can do everything? Encourage 
response. No, each superhero has limited power. Who are some 
people in real life who have a lot of power? Encourage response. 
Do any of those people have unlimited power? Encourage response. 
No, we all have weaknesses and flaws. Who is the only one in the 
entire universe who has unlimited power? Encourage response. God 
is the only one who is all-powerful. There is nothing He cannot do 
and there is nothing that is not under His final authority. God is sov-
ereign. That’s a word used in Scripture that refers to God’s unlimited 
power and authority. Today as we study Jeremiah, we will learn 
about the sovereignty of God.

Option 2

Do any of you ever complain? Encourage response. We all do. 
What are some things you sometimes complain about? Encourage 
response, and share one of your complaints, as well. In today’s les-
son, we’re going to hear about the prophet Jeremiah’s complaint to 
God about some things that were really frustrating him. We will also 
hear God’s reminder to Jeremiah—

He is in control. God has all power and authority and everything 
happening around Jeremiah was under God’s complete control. God 
is sovereign. That’s a word used in Scripture that refers to God’s 
unlimited power and authority. Today as we study Jeremiah, we will 
learn about the sovereignty of God.

Items Needed: TE 1-10
 Field Notes OT-3
 Pencils
 Whiteboard and marker
 Scissors

Before class, copy Field Notes OT-3 so each student will have one. 
Also, cut apart the strips from TE 1-10. Keep each color together. 
Write God is in control on the whiteboard and point to it. Say this 
sentence with me. Allow time for response. This is what God want-
ed the prophet Jeremiah and His people to understand not only as 
they were going through difficult times, but also when they would 
struggle in the future with some hard things. Let’s listen to some of 
the things about which Jeremiah specifically complained to God and 

Notes

TE 1-9
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then discover God’s response to him. Before we begin, let’s notice 
what Jeremiah first said when He began his conversation with 
God. Jeremiah acknowledged God’s righteousness. This means that 
Jeremiah understood, and reminded himself, God always does what 
is right. God can never do wrong. Raise your hand if you agree with 
this. Allow time for response. But even though Jeremiah knew this, 
he still wanted to talk to God about His justice. Do any of you know 
what the word justice means? Encourage response. Justice, in this 
case, refers to God’s role as the righteous judge. If you remember 
from last week’s lesson, a judge is the one who decides the conse-
quences of a wrongdoer. In a sense, Jeremiah was saying, “God, I 
know you always do right, but I still want to talk to you about what 
I see going on around me that’s just not right.” Jeremiah then began 
telling God all the wrong that was going on around him. Distribute 
Field Notes OT-3 and pencils to the students. Have them fold along 
the solid line, and turn to the inside. Have the students write the let-
ter of God’s response to each of Jeremiah’s complaints.

Display TE 1-10a. People do wrong and seem to get away with it. 
Jeremiah saw people breaking God’s good laws and turning their 
backs on His Truth, and yet it seemed to Jeremiah that these people 
were never punished. It seemed like they just constantly got away 
with it. Jeremiah knew in his heart he was making right choices and 
obeying God’s laws. He knew God could see inside his heart and 
knew his desire to love and obey Him. But even though Jeremiah 
tried to be the man God called him to be, his life was hard and filled 
with suffering. As Jeremiah looked around, it seemed to him the 
people who ignored God’s laws were succeeding and didn’t have 
any problems. To Jeremiah, this didn’t seem right. Does this seem 
right to you? Encourage response.

Display TE 1-10b. People speak of God, but don’t live by His truth. As 
God’s messenger, Jeremiah not only spoke of God’s Words, but he 
also lived by them. However, he saw many people who spoke God’s 
name, but their lives were not honoring God To Jeremiah, this didn’t 
seem right. Does this seem right to you? Encourage response.

Display TE 1-10c. Sin negatively affects the created world we live in. 
Jeremiah understood when sin entered the world, it brought sin’s 
curse into God’s beautiful creation. He also understood when the 
people turned their backs on God it took them out from under the 
umbrella of His protection and blessing. As a result, the beautiful 
world God created was filled with suffering. To Jeremiah, this didn’t 
seem right. Does this seem right to you? Encourage response.

Have any of you ever had the same thoughts as Jeremiah? Encourage 
response. Let’s learn how God responded to Jeremiah’s complaints. 
Place the remaining three strips next to Jeremiah’s complaints.

Place TE 1-10d next to TE 1-10a. Keep trusting Me. God wanted 
Jeremiah to learn to keep trusting Him through the good times 
and bad. God knew Jeremiah’s life was actually going to become 
more difficult. If Jeremiah could learn to trust God in his present 
circumstances, then, when those circumstances came, he would be 
prepared to face them too. He could use this experience to help him 
remember to keep relying on God. It was only God’s strength that 
would uphold Jeremiah through it all. Jeremiah stayed close to God 
and filled himself with God’s truths.

Notes

TE 1-10

Field Notes OT-3
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Place TE 1-10e next to TE 1-10b. I know and will judge. God wanted 
Jeremiah to know He knew every little thing that was happening. He 
knew the wrongs being committed and He knew the hearts of every-
one. As the sovereign ruler of all, God knows everything. There’s 
nothing He didn’t know then and He doesn’t presently know. God 
wanted Jeremiah to know that in His perfect time and His way, His 
judgment would come.

Place TE 1-10f next to TE 1-10c. I have a plan of redemption. Even 
though sin broke God’s heart and He allowed hard consequences for 
sin, God still wanted Jeremiah to know He is a God of compassion, 
ready to forgive, and to save when people turn their hearts toward 
Him. Jeremiah, as God’s messenger, couldn’t control other people; 
all he could do was to be obedient to God in his own life. Only God 
could make right all the wrong through His plan of redemption. 
God’s ultimate plan of redeeming the sin and wrong in the world is 
through His Son, Jesus Christ. That is the message of the Gospel we 
talked about last week. It is the message God wants each of us to 
live out and share with others.

If time allows, let the students find the words in the word search on 
the Field Notes.

Items Needed: TE 1-11
 Cardstock
 Scissors
 Blanket
 Pencils

Before class, copy TE 1-11 on cardstock and cut apart so each student 
will have one. So much happens in our world that we don’t often 
understand. Sometimes we may even question God about it just 
like Jeremiah did. Have you ever done this? Encourage response. It’s 
alright when we do this because God already knows every thought 
in our hearts before it’s on our tongues. Of all people we should talk 
to about our frustrations or confusions, it should be God. Do you 
know He wants us to talk to Him about everything? But He also 
wants us to do something else, and that is trust Him. He wants us 
to know that because He’s God and He is sovereign we can trust 
that He’s always in control, even when it doesn’t seem like it. Do 
you know there’s an amazing gift we receive when we trust in 
God’s sovereignty? The word begins with the letter P. Do any of you 
know what it is? Encourage response. The benefit is peace. Peace 
is having a sense of calm even when things are going wrong. When 
you truly know God is sovereign—He has all knowledge, wisdom, 
power, and complete control—it brings you peace. Then, no matter 
what happens in the big world or in your personal world, you can 
have peace, trusting your Heavenly Father who’s in perfect control. 
Difficult situations will still be hard to experience, but having God’s 
peace will function like a warm blanket on a cold, windy day. Display 
the blanket and wrap it around one of the students. Let’s look at 
some verses from God’s Word that assures us of God’s sovereignty. 
We can use them to remind of the peace we have when we keep 
our minds focused on His truth. Distribute a bookmark from TE 1-11 

Notes

TE 1-11
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Notes to the students. Read or have students read the summaries of the 
verses and the reference for each one.

God reigns in Heaven and His kingdom rules over all other kingdoms 
of the earth (Psalm 103:19).

The earth and everything in it belongs to God (1 Corinthians 10:26).

There is no one like God. He’s one of a kind (Isaiah 46:9).

God is in charge of creation and mankind and whatever He speaks 
will happen (Isaiah 46:10).

God works out everything according to His good purposes for those 
who belong to Him (Romans 8:28).

Jesus’ words give us peace, even in a trouble-filled world (John 
16:33).

God gives perfect peace to the person who keeps his or her thoughts 
focused on God and trusts in Him (Isaiah 26:3).

Items Needed: TE 1-22—TE 1-23
 Dried up sponge
 Bowl of water

Before class, cut apart the strips from TE 1-23 and mix them up. 
Sometimes when in the middle of hard things, you may question 
why God, the all-powerful righteous judge, doesn’t make things 
right. Jeremiah definitely did and went to God with his frustrations. 
We learned God answered and reassured Jeremiah of His sovereign-
ty. We can turn to God’s Word when we feel like Jeremiah. Display 
the bowl of water. God’s Word is like water. What does water do 
for us? Encourage response. Water cleanses us, refreshes us, and 
sustains us. It keeps us going. Display the sponge. Think of yourself 
like this sponge. Sometimes life is hard, and you might feel like 
the bad things happening around you are squeezing you. Squeeze 
the sponge. Without water, we become dry and hard. This is why 
you need to daily soak up the water of God’s Word. Submerge 
the sponge into the water. What happened to the sponge and the 
water? Encourage response. What happens if I squeeze the sponge? 
Squeeze the sponge over the bowl. You must regularly soak of the 
Word of God. You must fill your mind and heart with it. Then when 
the hard, confusing times of life squeeze you, it will be the peace 
from the Word of God that will come out of you. When we read 
God’s true book, we begin to better understand that He’s sovereign. 
He’s in complete control, no matter what we see or experience in 
this life. Display TE 1-22 and review the application verse with the 
students by reading it together. It doesn’t matter what our age is, we 
can all have doubts as to why certain things happen or don’t hap-
pen. Knowing God’s Word helps us remember to rely on God and 
trust His plan. Let’s work together to learn God’s Word. Distribute 
the strips from TE 1-23 to nine students. Allow the other students 

TE 1-22

Application 
Verse 
Poster

TE 1-23

Application 
Verse 

Activity
Pieces



to move the students who are holding the strips so the verse is in 
the correct order. Say the verse together as a class. Redistribute the 
strips and repeat the activity until every student has had a chance to 
participate. If you have a smaller class, place the strips face up on a 
table and allow the students to work together to put the words in the 
correct order.

Items Needed: TE 1-1a
 TE 1-1d
 Field Notes OT-3

What are some of the things happening in the world today that 
you wish God would do something about? Encourage response. 
What are some things happening in your personal life you wish God 
would change? Encourage response. Today we learned the prophet 
Jeremiah felt the same as you do. That should be encouraging 
to you—to know the men and women of the Bible were ordinary 
people who had some of the same struggles and questions as we 
do. But what’s so important to remember is that God didn’t want 
Jeremiah to continue to have unanswered questions. Ultimately, He 
wanted Jeremiah to accept His words of truth about His sovereignty 
over all things—good and bad. Display TE 1-1a and add TE 1-1d to it. 
Jeremiah had to remember to trust God. Only then could his mind 
and heart be filled with peace instead of complaints, judgments, 
doubts, and fears. Read Jeremiah 17:7-8 to the students. These 
verses remind us when we trust in God we are blessed. Knowing 
God’s Word and trusting in His sovereignty will give you tree-like 
strength during the hard times of life. Have the students refer to the 
Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to patiently 
trust God’s sovereignty in your life. Pray the words from Jeremiah 
17:7-8 over your students to end class.
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Notes

TE 1-1d

Field Notes OT-3

Splink is a simple way to link your family together spiritually. Through 
FREE weekly emails packed with ideas, Splink helps you and your fam-
ily engage in conversation. Whether it’s making memories or having fun 
together, Splink allows you to capture those teachable moments to im-
press spiritual truths and life lessons on your kids. No matter where you 
are, there’s always time to Splink!

Sign up for Splink at D6family.com/Splink.
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THE MORE YOU KNOW
Jeremiah was created and called to be a prophet of God, and he lived dur-
ing one of the most difficult times for God’s people. Scripture reminds us of 
the Israelites’ disobedience and Jeremiah’s discouragement. So today our 
lesson focuses on the trust Jeremiah placed in the promises of God and the 
hope those promises brought.

Jeremiah 31 is full of specific promises for God’s people, but the principles in 
the promises are for every believer. God promised to love His people with an 
everlasting, perfect love that does not depend on our worthiness (Titus 3:4-5). 
God promised to be a Father and Shepherd to His people no matter how far 
they wandered (1 John 3:1; Jeremiah 31:10).

God promised to strengthen His people keeping their faith steady (Jeremiah 
31:25; 1 Peter 5:10). God promised to redeem His people delivering them 
from Satan, sin, and death. Jesus’ death on the cross makes these promises 
possible. We can completely trust God and His promises and live in the joy, 
hope, and peace they bring.

Old Testament
Lesson 4
March 22, 2020

Joyfully and 
Hopefully Believing 
God’s Promises
TEXT: Jeremiah 31

OBJECTIVES:
 Know:  God promised to love, father, shepherd, strengthen, and 

redeem His people.
 Think:   Through Christ, we can put our hope in those same prom-

ises for our lives.
 Do:  Keep your hope in God’s promises in every situation.

APPLICATION VERSE: Jeremiah 1:7

THEME: Joyfully Hope in God’s Promises

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 1

q	Index cards

q	Pencils

Option 2

q	Index cards

q	Pencils

LEARN
q	TE 1-12

q	Field Notes OT-4

q	Pencils

EXPLORE
q	TE 1-12

q	TE 1-13

APPLY
q	TE 1-1a

q	TE 1-1e

q	TE 1-22

q	TE 1-23

RESPOND
q	TE 1-14

q	Field Notes OT-4

q	Cardstock

q	Scissors

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Jeremiah 31:3-5

Day 2—Jeremiah 31:13-14

Day 3—Jeremiah 31:33-34

Day 4—Colossians 1:12-14

Day 5—1 Peter 5:8-10

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.



24

Option 1

Items Needed: Index cards (one card/student)
 Pencils

Distribute an index card and pencil to each student. I am going to 
read several statements and I want you to write your answer to each 
one on your index cards.

After church today, I sure hope I get to eat . . .

For my birthday this year, I sure hope I get . . .

If my family takes a vacation this summer, I sure hope it’s to . . .

For Christmas this year, I sure hope I get . . .

When school ends this year, I sure hope . . .

Afterward, read through each statement again, asking for volunteers 
to share their responses. What does it mean to hope in something? 
Encourage response. Hope means you have a desire for something 
to happen. But really, the word hope in its truest meaning is more 
than just wishing for or wanting something. When you have hope 
in something, it comes with an expectation that you believe it just 
might happen. Now, look back at your responses on your index 
cards. Did any of your responses reflect something you already 
know is going to happen? Encourage response. Today’s lesson in 
Jeremiah is about hope, but it’s not about hoping for a delicious 
food for Sunday lunch or a great vacation destination. It’s about 
having hope in something that you can be absolutely assured will 
happen. It’s about having hope in the promises of God’s Word.

Option 2

Items Needed: Index cards (one card/student)
 Pencils

Distribute an index card and a pencil to the students. Instruct them 
to write three wishes on the card. The wishes can be about school, 
home, sports, or anything they like. They can be serious or outra-
geous. Tell the students not to put their names on the cards. Don’t 
give the students too long to think. Collect the cards, read them aloud, 
and allow the students to guess who wrote each one. Sometimes 
people think God is like a magic genie. They hope their wishes will 
come true. While God does hear and answer our every prayer, He 
doesn’t always answer them in the way we would like. But we can 
put our hope in the knowledge that God answers our prayers in the 
way that is best for us. As we continue studying Jeremiah, we will 
learn about having hope in the promises of God’s Word.

Notes
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Items Needed: TE 1-12
 Field Notes OT-4
 Pencils

Before class, copy Field Notes OT-4 so each student will have one. 
This month we have learned Jeremiah was a prophet who was 
created and called by God to deliver a message to His people. Did 
the people obey Jeremiah’s message? Encourage response. No, the 
people ignored God’s words and they made Jeremiah’s life very dif-
ficult. But Jeremiah continued listening to and obeying God. Last 
week we learned there were times when Jeremiah questioned God’s 
ways. But ultimately, Jeremiah learned to trust in the sovereignty of 
God—trusting that God was in complete control of all things. Today 
we will focus specifically on Jeremiah’s trust in God’s promises. 
Jeremiah 31 is a chapter full of specific promises from God to His 
people, but the principles in the promises are true for every believer. 
Distribute Field Notes OT-4 and pencils to the students. Have them 
fold along the solid line, and turn to the inside. Have the students fill 
in the blanks as you share about God’s promises. Display TE 1-12.

God promises to love His people. Read or choose a student to read 
Jeremiah 31:3 aloud. What words are used to describe God’s love 
and kindness for His people? Encourage response. God’s love is not 
a love that is fleeting—here today, gone tomorrow—it is everlasting. 
Because God is love, His love and kindness are perfect. Read Titus 
3:4-5 aloud. How did God ultimately show His love and kindness? 
Encourage response. It was through sending Christ to us. Even 
though sinful mankind doesn’t deserve this kind of love, God still 
offers salvation through Jesus.

God promises to be a father His people. Read or choose a student to 
read Jeremiah 31:9 aloud. In Jeremiah’s day, God identified Himself 
as a Father to His people. Did you know, though, that for every per-
son who places his or her trust in Christ’s sacrifice, God becomes his 
or her father as well? Read 1 John 3:1 aloud. First John is written 
specifically to believers in Christ. One of the ways a Christian experi-
ences God’s incredible love is by getting the awesome privilege to 
become His child.

God promises to shepherd His people. Read or choose a student to 
read Jeremiah 31:10 aloud. God compared His people to a flock of 
sheep, and He was their good Shepherd. Sadly, though, they fre-
quently wandered away from Him. Jesus is our Shepherd, and as 
believers, we are His sheep. Read John 10:11 aloud. What does the 
Good Shepherd do? Encourage response. Through Him, God is not 
only a loving Father but also a Good Shepherd.

God promises to strengthen His people. Read or choose a student to 
read Jeremiah 31:25 aloud. What did God tell His people He would 
do for the tired and the weak? Encourage response. God wanted His 
people to know that He would come to their aid and bring strength 
to them in their hard times. God wants each of you to know that 
as well. Read 1 Peter 5:10 aloud. According to this verse, what does 
God do for believers during times of suffering? Encourage response. 

Notes

TE 1-12

Field Notes OT-4



26

Because God is a God of grace, He is able strengthen His children. 
No matter what hard times a believer may experience, God prom-
ises His strength.

God promises to redeem His people. Read or choose a student to 
read Jeremiah 31:11 aloud. What did God promise to do for His 
people (Jacob)? Encourage response. He promised to deliver and 
redeem them from their enemy. What does the word redeem mean? 
Encourage response. Redeem means to regain possession of some-
thing by giving a payment. Do you know when a person accepts 
Christ as his or her Savior, he or she has been redeemed? Read 
Colossians 1:13-14 aloud. Through Christ’s sacrifice, believers have 
been redeemed because His death became the payment for sins. 
Through Him, God’s forgiveness is experienced.

How wonderful it must have been for the people in Jeremiah’s day 
to hear these sweet promises given by God. Do you think hear-
ing these words would have given them hope and joy? Encourage 
response. Even though their circumstances were very difficult, 
knowing God had made them such wonderful promises, must have 
given them peace. We have those same sweet promises all through-
out God’s Word. Every promise in the Bible is a truth we can com-
pletely trust and joyfully hope in.

If time allows, let the students complete the crossword puzzle on 
their Field Notes.

Items Needed: TE 1-12—TE 1-13

Have any of you ever heard the true story of the man who became 
known as St. Patrick? Display TE 1-13 and read the story of St. 
Patrick. We can learn from his story how Patrick trusted in God 
and allowed Him to direct his life, even in the midst of some very 
hard things. Are there any ways that St. Patrick’s story reminds you 
of Jeremiah’s? Encourage response. God used them both from a 
young age. They both delivered messages that weren’t always well 
received. They both remained faithful to God and His calling.

Refer to TE 1-12. How was each of these promises fulfilled in Patrick’s 
life? Encourage response. God took care of Patrick by showing him 
love even when he had turned his back on God. God fathered him 
and guided his life as a good shepherd does. God gave him strength 
to endure through some very hard things. God redeemed Patrick’s 
life from sin and Satan. God took Patrick’s experiences of suffering 
and used them for good. We can learn from the examples of both 
Jeremiah and Patrick to put our hope in God’s promises.

Notes

TE 1-13

TE 1-12
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Items Needed: TE 1-1a
 TE 1-1e
 TE 1-22 
 TE 1-23

Display TE 1-1a and add TE 1-1e to it. We should place our hope in 
God. We can use the promises found in God’s Word to remind us of 
the hope we have in Him. Even when it seems like nothing is going 
right, when you read God’s promises, it gives you hope and joy. It 
reminds you that the all-powerful, all-wise, all-sovereign Creator of 
the universe is your Father and your Shepherd. It reminds you of 
His great love for you. It assures you He will strengthen and guide 
you. He will take care of you all of your days—just like He did for 
Jeremiah and St. Patrick.

Display TE 1-22 and review the application verse with the students 
by saying it together. How can knowing God is faithful to keep His 
promises help you apply this verse to your life? Encourage response. 
When we keep our hope in God, trust His promises, we can have 
confidence that God will be with us as He was with Jeremiah. Place 
the pieces from TE 1-23 in the correct order of the verse. Say the 
verse with the students pointing to each strip as you say it. Then 
have a student choose a strip to turn face down. Repeat the applica-
tion verse. Have another student choose another strip to place face 
down before saying the verse again. Continue with the activity until 
all of the strips are face down.

Items Needed: TE 1-14
 Field Notes OT-4
 Cardstock
 Scissors

Before class, copy TE 1-14 on cardstock and cut apart so each student 
will have one. Find and mark the verses in your Bible. We can rely 
on the same promises God gave Jeremiah in our lives. If you are 
going through some difficult things in your life, keep your hope in 
God’s promises. If your life is good at the moment, be thankful, and 
fill your heart with His promises so when hard times come, you can 
keep your hope in them. We all will experience times of trouble at 
some points in our lives.

Even Jesus told His followers that in life there would be troubles. 
So, this is why it’s important to know God’s Word. It’s so important 
to trust and hope in His promises so that, even during the hardest 
of days, you can still have peace and joy. Distribute the cards from 
TE 1-14 to the students. Read the verses to the students and relate 
it to the times when they can use the verses to help them keep their 
hope in God.

TE 1-14

TE 1-1e

TE 1-22

Application 
Verse 
Poster

TE 1-23

Application 
Verse 

Activity
Pieces



Remember Proverbs 3:5-6 when you need guidance. Read Isaiah 
41:10 when you are afraid and need strength. Turn to James 4:7 
when you need to overcome temptation. Remember Psalm 86:5 
when you’ve made a mess of things. Read Romans 8:38-39 when 
you need to be reminded of God’s love. Encourage the students to 
display the card somewhere in their room they will see it daily so 
they can be reminded of the truth of the promise. Have the students 
refer to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is 
to keep your hope in God’s promises in every situation.

28

Field Notes OT-4

Are you on Facebook? Join the D6 Curriculum Teachers group, a place of 
community for you to share stories, ask questions, get advice, and engage in 
conversations with other D6 curriculum teachers.
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THE MORE YOU KNOW
As a prophet, Jeremiah witnessed the reigns of many kings. King Jehoiakim 
was wicked and resistant to God’s Word. He led the people down a path of 
rebellion. Despite the rejection of the king and the people, God still instructed 
Jeremiah to deliver a message of repentance and judgment.

Jeremiah dictated God’s message to Baruch, and Baruch wrote each word 
on a scroll. When the dictation was complete, Baruch read the words to the 
people at the temple. They responded with great fear, but the king responded 
with disrespect as he cut and burned God’s words. Jeremiah repeated the 
entire process, and a new scroll was written.

Jeremiah’s obedience to God is a precious example to us. He faced rejection 
over and over again, yet he chose to obey God’s instructions. Jeremiah ac-
cepted the fact that he could not control anyone’s reaction to God’s message, 
but he could control his response to God’s commands. Jeremiah’s obedi-
ence, honor, and determination encourage us to stand firm in our obedience 
to God.

Old Testament
Lesson 5
March 29, 2020

Obedient and 
Honoring of God’s 
Word
TEXT: Jeremiah 36

LESSON OBJECTIVE:
 Know: Jeremiah obeyed God and shared His Word.
 Think:   Some will reject God’s Word, but we are to continue to 

share it.
 Do:  Choose to honor God’s Word in your daily choices.

APPLICATION VERSE: Jeremiah 1:7

THEME: Confidently Honor God’s Word

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 1

q	TE 1-15

LEARN
q	TE 1-16

q	TE 1-17

q	TE 1-18

q	TE 1-19

EXPLORE
q	TE 1-20

APPLY
q	TE 1-22

q	Bible

RESPOND
q	TE 1-1a

q	TE 1-1f

q	TE 1-21

q	Field Notes OT-5

q	Pencils

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Jeremiah 36:1-4

Day 2—Jeremiah 36:14-19

Day 3—Jeremiah 36:21-26

Day 4—Jeremiah 36:27-31

Day 5—Isaiah 55:10-11

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.
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Option 1

Items Needed: TE 1-15

Before class, cut apart the strips from TE 1-15. Display the red strips 
in a column. Mix up the blue strips and place them in a column 
to the right of the red ones. When something is the opposite of 
another, it is totally different. It doesn’t really share any of its main 
characteristics. Let’s look at these words in red and find the oppo-
site of it. Move the blue strips so they are beside its opposite in red. 
When Jeremiah shared the message God had given him, there were 
some people who responded one way, but there were others who 
responded the exact opposite way. Today’s lesson will help us better 
understand how we should respond to the Word of God.

Option 2

Do any of you have a class pet in your classroom at school? 
Encourage response. Let’s pretend we do.

I want you to imagine right now your class at school has a class 
pet—a cute little hamster named Harvey. Everyone loves Harvey. 
He’s just too adorable not to love. At the beginning of the school 
year the teacher announces that everyone is going to get an oppor-
tunity to take Harvey home with them at least once during the 
school year. You can’t wait and you wonder when it’s going to be 
your turn. Finally, your time comes, and you cannot believe your 
luck. You get to care for Harvey over the two-week Christmas break! 
The teacher keeps you after school one day to hand you all the spe-
cific instructions you must follow in order to care for this cute little 
guy. She’s taken the time to write out all the instructions. Because 
Harvey is such a well-loved pet, she wants to make sure you fully 
understand your responsibility. You say you do, promising to honor 
her instructions because you love Harvey too. But when you return 
to school in two weeks, you bring Harvey up to the teacher’s desk 
and the look on her face reveals you didn’t follow her instructions at 
all. “He’s not alive!” the teacher exclaims. “What happened. Didn’t 
you read my instructions? Didn’t you do what I asked you to do?” 
You begin to explain how you laid the important instructions down 
somewhere and then couldn’t find them. Actually, you never really 
even read them, though you thought you probably knew some of 
the instructions from what other students had said. But then, you 
just got too busy each day to take care of Harvey. You had other 
important things to do that kept you from taking the time to feed 
Harvey, give him water, and care for him. You pause and look at your 
teacher as she just stares at you in shock and sadness. But you just 
shrug your shoulders as if to say, “Oh well, it just happened.” Then 
you make your way to your seat and get your math book out, leav-
ing behind the dead hamster on your teacher’s desk.

Would you have been honoring or dishonoring of your teacher’s 
instructions if this imaginary event had really taken place? Encourage 
response. What should have been done? Encourage response. The 
instructions should have been read and followed. What was the 
result of not doing so? Encourage response. That was just an imagi-

Notes

TE 1-15
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nary situation. But to day we will study a true event that happened 
as we learn about honoring the most important instructions we are 
given in the Word of God.

Items Needed: TE 1-16—TE 1-19

For many years Jeremiah continued his work as God’s special mes-
senger. During these years, he witnessed several kings rule over God’s 
people. Display TE 1-16. One particular king was named Jehoiakim 
(Juh-HOY-uh-kim). Jehoiakim was a wicked king who did not follow 
after the ways of God. He influenced God’s people to turn away from 
God too. God told Jeremiah to deliver a message to King Jehoiakim.

Display TE 1-17. Jeremiah called for a man named Baruch and 
instructed him to write down his message. Remember, these were 
not Jeremiah’s words, but God’s spoken through him. Baruch wrote 
the words on a special type of paper called a scroll.

When Jeremiah had finished communicating all of God’s words, he 
instructed Baruch to take the scroll and go to the Temple of the Lord 
and read the words to the people. Display TE 1-18. Baruch did exactly 
as he had been told. After Baruch read the scroll in the Temple, other 
people in the kingdom became aware that God’s words were being 
communicated. So Baruch continued to share God’s message with 
others. When the people heard the message, they received the words 
with great fear. They knew God had meant what He had said. Display 
TE 1-19. King Jehoiakim also heard about the message, and so he 
commanded for the scroll to be brought to him. But his reaction was 
the opposite of the others. After a section was read, King Jehoiakim 
took a knife and cut the section off and threw it into the fire. He 
continued to do this until the entire scroll had been burned up! King 
Jehoiakim did not want to hear what God had to say because he did 
not want to honor God’s words.

So, what did God do? Do you think the truths of God’s words could 
just burn up in a man-made fire? Encourage response. Of course not! 
God instructed Jeremiah to get a new scroll and give it to Baruch 
so he could write down everything God would once again say to 
Jeremiah. And over time, every word that came from God, communi-
cated by the prophet, proved to be true.

Items Needed: TE 1-20

In today’s lesson, there were different reactions people had to God’s 
Word. The reactions were opposites, just like large and small are 
opposites. Some people, like Jeremiah, Baruch, and others in the 
kingdom, honored God’s Word while others, like King Jehoiakim 
dishonored it. Sadly, they ended up suffering the consequences of 
their choices.

Let’s look at King Josiah’s example of how he honored God’s Word. 
Display TE 1-20. King Josiah was King Jehoiakim’s father. He was 

TE 1-19

TE 1-18

TE 1-17

TE 1-16

TE 1-20
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one of the kings who ruled over God’s people during the early years 
that Jeremiah was a prophet. He was just a boy when he became 
king and he ruled for thirty-one years. Unlike many of the kings 
who ruled before and after him, the Bible tells us Josiah did right 
in the eyes of the Lord. His actions showed he honored God. Idol 
worship was a big problem with God’s people. Josiah knew this 
was not honoring to God, so he had all of the altars in the kingdom 
torn down. He also repaired the Temple. While that was being done, 
a book of God’s laws was found. When it was brought to him and 
he heard the words of the book, he knew how far the people had 
strayed. King Josiah had the book read to the people and he prom-
ised the people, and God, that from that point on, he would follow 
the Lord with all of his heart and keep His commands. King Josiah 
honored God with his words and his actions.

Unfortunately, King Jehoiakim did not lead his people in the same 
God-honoring way.

Items Needed: TE 1-22
 Bible

Jeremiah was a follower of God. He was faithful and obedient to 
Him. So when God told Jeremiah to write His message to take the 
people, he did. We have been told to share the message of Jesus 
with others. We have a choice. Will we be faithful and obedient like 
Jeremiah or will we choose to be like King Jehoikim?

We have God’s Word that we can study and learn from. But do 
we? If we don’t, we are not honoring God’s Word. This is the last 
week of studying Jeremiah and the last week for our application 
verse. Display TE 1-22 and review the application verse by saying it 
together. This verse from God’s Word reminds us we can study the 
Bible and share His message at any age. He is with us and will help 
us. Even when people reject it, like King Jehoiakim did, God’s mes-
sage still holds true. Divide the students into two groups. Have the 
groups line up on opposite sides of the room, facing each other. Give 
the Bible to the first person in one group. Have that student say the 
verse while walking the Bible to the first person in the other group. 
Make sure TE 1-22 is visible to all the students. The student holding 
the Bible will give it to the first person in the other line. He or she 
will say the verse while walking the Bible to the first group, and then 
hand the Bible to the next person in the line. Continue until all of the 
students in each line have had a chance to say the application verse.

Learning and applying God’s Word to our lives will help us know 
how to make choices that honor and please Him.

Items Needed: TE 1-1a
 TE 1-1f
 TE 1-21

Notes

TE 1-22

Application 
Verse 
Poster
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 Field Notes OT-5
 Pencils

Before class, copy Field Notes OT-5 so each student will have one. The 
world we live in is just as opposed to God’s Word as when Jeremiah 
lived. Many people do not honor God’s message. The Bible tells us one 
day God will judge the world, and because everything in God’s Word 
is true, we can believe it. This is why it’s so important we share God’s 
message through our words and actions. Distribute Field Notes OT-5 
and pencils to the students. Have them fold along the solid line, and 
turn to the inside. Have them follow along and answer the questions. 
Display TE 1-1a and add TE 1-1f to it. We are to honor God’s Word 
with our lives so we can make Him known to as many people as pos-
sible. How do we do this? Display TE 1-21. We are to read God’s Word 
and follow what it says. Why is it important to know God’s Word? 
Encourage response. You can’t honor what you don’t know. Taking 
the time each day to read the Bible and coming to Sunday School 
and church each week are some of the best ways to learn what God 
says in His Word. Doing this helps us learn how our attitudes, actions, 
and words are honoring to God. When we make choices go against 
God’s way, we are to do what the people of Jeremiah’s day were to 
do—repent and turn to Him. When we respond in this manner, we will 
be honoring God’s Word.

We are to be different from the world around us. Jesus told His fol-
lowers to live in the world, yet not be of the world. What do you think 
He meant by this? Encourage response. God wants His people live a 
life that is different than how people in the world live. However, this 
doesn’t mean we treat people who aren’t Christians in a bad way, as 
if they have something wrong with them. Jesus never treated people 
badly. Jesus did the opposite. He went out of His way to show God’s 
kindness and love to people, especially those who needed to experi-
ence it the most. What are some ways we can be different from the 
world? Encourage response. One way is that we can choose to honor 
and obey God’s Words, even when those around us are choosing not 
to.

We are to obey God’s Word, even when it’s not easy. There are two 
main responses to God’s Word: accept it or reject it. Some of the 
people whom Jeremiah shared God’s Word with had joy in obeying 
it, even when it was hard for them to do and even when they suffered 
for it. The same is true for us. We may experience difficult times when 
we choose to honor God’s Word, but we are to keep following Him. 
But God promises to be right there with you, and He will strengthen 
you through these situations. Whose choices are you responsible for 
when it comes to honoring God’s Word? Encourage response. The 
only person’s choices you are responsible for is your own. You can-
not control anyone else’s acceptance or rejection of God’s Word. All 
you can do is to make sure you are accepting His words each day and 
honoring His truths with your life. The rest is up to your sovereign 
God. But it’s important to know that when you do choose to honor 
God’s Word, He will honor you—either in this lifetime or in Heaven, 
and sometimes both.

Have the students refer to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. 
Your Next Step is to choose to honor God’s Word in your daily choic-
es. Encourage the students to use their Field Notes as a reminder of 
choosing God’s way in their lives. End class with a prayer for your 
students that they will honor God’s Word with their choices.

TE 1-21

Field Notes OT-5

Field Notes OT-5

TE 1-1f
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THE MORE YOU KNOW
There is a stark contrast from Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem to the 
day of His crucifixion. Jesus is treated like royalty with coats on the colt and 
branches on the ground (Matthew 21:7-8). From praising Jesus as the one 
“who comes in the name of the LORD, Hosanna in the highest” the cries 
changed to, “Crucify Him!”

The events leading up to the crucifixion are evidence of Jesus’ great suffering 
and God’s immense love. As Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane, He 
asked for the cup to be removed from Him, yet He was still willing to die for 
the sins of all according to His Father’s will (Luke 22:42).

What Judas gained with 30 pieces of silver was far less than what he lost as 
he betrayed His teacher and friend. Peter faced great loss and anguish as well 
when he heard the rooster crow and realized the denials His Lord warned him 
about had come to pass (Luke 22:61). From false accusations to the sentenc-
ing from Pilate, Jesus began His journey to the cross. He was ridiculed, spit 
on, and beaten.

Jesus endured this suffering out of obedience to His Father and love for us. 
His crucifixion was necessary in order to fulfill God’s great plan of redemp-
tion. Jesus is worthy of our praise. May we love Him with our whole heart 
and obey Him daily!

New Testament
Lesson 1
April 5, 2020

Look Back
TEXT: Mark 11, 14-15

LESSON OBJECTIVE:
 Know:  Many of the same people who praised Jesus chose to 

allow Him to be crucified.
 Think:  Jesus chose to willingly die on the cross for our sin.
 Do:  Praise and love Jesus every day.

APPLICATION VERSE: Hebrews 12:2

THEME: Suffering of Christ

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 1

q	TE 2-2

q	Whiteboard and marker

q	Eraser

q	Scissors

Option 2

q	TE 2-3

LEARN
q	TE 2-4

EXPLORE
q	TE 2-1a

q	Post-it notes

q	Pencils

q	Poster board

APPLY
q	TE 2-12

q	TE 2-13

RESPOND
q	Field Notes NT-1

q	Pencils

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Mark 14:32-36

Day 2—Mark 14:43-50

Day 3—Mark 14:55-59

Day 4—Mark 14:60-65

Day 5—1 Peter 4:12-16

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.
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Option 1

Items Needed: TE 2-2
 Whiteboard and marker
 Eraser
 Scissors

Before class, copy and cut apart the cards from TE 2-2. Everybody 
loves a parade. Some are as fancy, some are small but they all 
have something in common; everyone is celebrating. For example, 
if it is a Veteran’s Day parade, who is being celebrated? Encourage 
response. Yes, the veterans who served our country. Let’s play a 
game of Pictionary to remind us of some things you might see either 
at a parade or the celebration that took place when Jesus entered 
Jerusalem. Either divide the students into two teams and let them 
take turns drawing or keep the class all together and let one volun-
teer come up to the board to draw what is written on the card and 
the other students try to guess.

Throughout this month, we will be studying the New Testament 
book of Mark. Someone shout out the book before and after Mark 
(Matthew and Luke). As we are nearing Easter, many Christians 
celebrate today as Palm Sunday because of the timing when Jesus 
rode into Jerusalem. It was quite the event! I’m going to re-read all 
the different words we just drew. I want you to tell me after each 
one if you think it is something you would see at a parade today 
or if it was something associated with Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.

Of all the things at Jesus’ parade that day as recorded in Mark 11, 
the people missed the real reason for Jesus’ coming. They wanted 
Jesus to free them from the tough Roman government that con-
trolled them. But Jesus actually came to free us from the penalty of 
our sin with His death on the cross. Listen as the people changed 
from celebrating Jesus to wanting to crucify Him.

Option 2

Items Needed: TE 2-3

Before class, cut apart the cards from TE 2-3. Throughout this month, 
we will be looking at Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and His return 
to Heaven. It’s all about looking at who Jesus is and what He did 
for us. The more we look at Jesus’ life, we will find more reasons to 
love and worship Him. Let’s play a quick game of Charades to get 
us ready for the Easter season. All the different items are related to 
Jesus. Ask for a volunteer to choose a card and act out what is writ-
ten on the card. Continue with the activity until all the cards have 
been acted out. As mentioned earlier, this month we will be looking 
at great things about Jesus found in the New Testament book of 
Mark. I hope you want to find out as many things as you can about 
Him.

Notes

TE 2-2

TE 2-3
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Items Needed: TE 2-4

Before class, cut apart the strips from TE 2-4. Divide the students into 
six groups and give each one a strip. Explain that when indicated, 
they will shout the statement on their strip. If you have a smaller 
class, choose six students to hold the strips from TE 2-4. That student 
will hold the strip over his or her head to indicate when the other 
students are to shout the statement on the different strips. The goal 
is not just to have participation in the story, but also a conviction as 
students realize that although they were not physically there, they 
were part of Jesus’ death because of their sin.

Beginning in Mark 11, as Jesus and His disciples neared the city of 
Jerusalem, He gave two of them instructions for where and how 
to get a colt for Him to ride upon into the city. Just as Jesus said, 
they got the colt and brought it to Jesus and put their coats on it. 
As Jesus rode through the city, others spread their coats in the road 
and others spread branches as was typical for royalty. The people 
were shouting, praise Him! Point to the group with the words praise 
Him to indicate they are to shout the words at least four times. They 
praised Jesus as the one “who comes in the name of the LORD . . . 
Hosanna in the highest!” Point to the first group again.

Fast-forward toward the end of that same week after Jesus and His 
disciples celebrated a special Jewish feast—the Passover—together. 
They went to a place named Gethsemane (Mark 14:32-46). Jesus 
went there to pray for God’s will to be done. Sadly, the disciples 
with Him could not watch or stay awake. And it was there that 
Judas came along with a crowd carrying swords and clubs to betray 
Jesus. Point to the group with the words betray Him to indicate they 
are to shout the words at least four times. Judas had arranged with 
the Jewish religious leaders that he would kiss the one they were 
to grab and arrest. And with that, Judas went to Jesus and said, 
“Rabbi” and kissed Him. The soldiers arrested Jesus and all the dis-
ciples left Him. Point to the second group again.

The soldiers led Jesus away to a quick trial by the Jewish religious 
leaders (the high priest and all the chief priests, elders, scribes). Point 
to the group with the words judge Him to indicate they are to shout 
the words at least four times. As they judged Jesus, they brought 
false witnesses. But even they could not keep their lies consistent. 
It was not until Jesus answered the high priest when he asked, “Are 
you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?” was the fake trial over 
and they all condemned Jesus as He said, “I am.” Point to the third 
group again. Some began to spit at Him. They beat Him with their 
fists and slapped Him (Mark 14:53-65).

While this was going on, Peter was in the courtyard of the high 
priest. One of the servant girls accused Peter of being with Jesus. 
Point to the group with the words deny Him to indicate they are to 
shout the words at least four times. And that’s exactly what Peter 
did. He said, “I don’t know what you are talking about.” Once again, 
she told the others around her that he was one of Jesus’ followers. 
But again, Peter denied it. Then, after a little while, the bystanders 

Notes

TE 2-4
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were saying to Peter, “Surely you are one of His followers, you are 
a Galilean too.” So this time, Peter swore, “I do not know this man 
you are talking about.” Point to the fourth group again. Immediately 
a rooster crowed a second time and Peter remembered how Jesus 
had said Peter would deny Him three times before the rooster 
crowed twice. Peter began to weep because he had denied Jesus 
(Mark 14:66-72).

Fast forward to early in the morning (according to Mark 15) as the 
Jewish religious leaders brought Jesus to Pilate, the governing 
Roman official. Of course the chief priests began to falsely accuse 
Jesus, even though Jesus did not answer to their charges (lies) 
against Him. Pilate faced a decision, “What was he going to do with 
Jesus?” Point to the group with the words reject Him to indicate they 
are to shout the words at least four times. Pilate gave them a choice 
to release a murderer named Barabbas or Jesus, but they yelled 
out to release Barabbas. So to satisfy the crowd of people, Pilate 
rejected Jesus. Point to the fifth group again. He released Barabbas, 
tormented Jesus and then handed Him over to be crucified (Mark 
15:1-15).

From there, the soldiers took Jesus and made fun of Him as they 
twisted a crown of thorns and placed it on His head. The soldiers 
continued to beat Him and spit on Him. Point to the group with the 
words crucify Him to indicate they are to shout the words at least 
four times. They led Jesus to a place called Golgotha to crucify Him. 
As Jesus could not carry the cross to the place any further, they 
grabbed someone from the crowd to carry it the rest of the way. 
Point to the group again. When they arrived, the soldiers placed 
Jesus on the cross, nailed His hands and feet to the cross as Jesus 
willingly died to take the punishment for our sin (Mark 15:16-32).

Items Needed: TE 2-1a
 Post-it notes
 Pencils
 Poster board

Draw a cross on a piece of poster board or tape off a cross on the wall 
(if allowed). You could also form a cross with two pieces of wood. Be 
as simple or elaborate as you like.

Display TE 2-1a. This week we are learning to look back. Have you 
ever thought about what you would have done if you lived during 
Jesus’ days on this earth and were there to witness His death? 
Could you bear to see Jesus treated so cruelly with the beatings, 
being spit on, and constant mocking with their laughter and hurtful 
words? Encourage response.

We must never forget that although those people did all those 
unbearable things to Jesus, He chose to give His life on the cross. 
He had the power to stop it all, but Jesus chose to willingly die and 
take the punishment for my sins and your sins.

Notes

TE 2-1a



38

NotesWhat this means is that it was our sins that nailed Jesus to the cross 
because we’ve all sinned. (Romans 3:23) Distribute the Post-it notes 
and pencils to the students. Have each one write his or her name on 
the Post-it note and place it on the cross.

Say a prayer of thanks to Jesus for willingly giving His life as a sac-
rifice for sin.

Items Needed: TE 2-12—TE 2-13

Before class, cut apart the strips from TE 2-13. Display TE 2-12 and 
introduce the application verse for this month by reading it together 
several times. Jesus is the reason for our faith because He made it 
possible for us to have our sins forgiven. He came to this earth and 
lived a perfect life to be the perfect sacrifice for our sins. The plan of 
salvation started and finished with Jesus.

Sadly many people get things out of order. They believe their salva-
tion comes from something they do; in other words it starts and 
finishes with them, not Jesus. They think they can do things like go 
to church or try to do more good than bad. But we are to look to 
Jesus who started and finished our faith.

Speaking of getting things out of order, let’s see if you can get these 
cards in order using the application verse poster (TE 2-12) as a guide. 
Display the pieces from TE 2-13 and have the students work together 
to put the words in the correct order of the verse. If time permits, 
divide the students into two teams. Have one team mix up the cards 
and the other one put the words in the correct order. Reverse the 
groups and repeat the activity.

Items Needed: Field Notes NT-1
 Pencils

Before class, copy Field Notes NT-1 so each student will have one. 
We must look back because without Jesus’ death on the cross, you 
and I would not have forgiveness of our sins and a right relation-
ship with God now and for eternity in Heaven. Even though it may 
be hard to look back at what Jesus went through, it is important 
to see the great price Jesus paid for our sin. According to Mark 11, 
days before Jesus’ death on the cross, the people shouted “Praise 
Him!” But as we learned, those words quickly changed to “Betray 
Him! Judge Him! Deny Him! Reject Him! Crucify Him!” The people 
had a choice then just as you and I have a choice today. How you 
react to Jesus’ death determines how you will live for Him. Will you 
praise or deny Jesus? Will you accept or reject Jesus? Will you love 
or betray Jesus?

TE 2-12

Application 
Verse 
Poster

TE 2-13

Application 
Verse 

Activity
Pieces
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Distribute Field Notes NT-1 and pencils to the students. Have them 
fold along the solid line, and turn to the inside. Instruct the students 
to write on each of the palm leaves a way they know Jesus loves 
them! If they need help, encourage the students to think back on 
today’s lesson as we looked at what Jesus did to take the punish-
ment for our sin. (He took my punishment; He suffered because He 
loved me; He cares about me; He endured the cross for me; He is 
good; etc.)

Have the students turn to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. 
Your Next Step is to find reasons to praise and love Jesus each day. 
Encourage the students to display their Field Notes somewhere they 
will see it often to remind them of the lesson and the depth of Jesus’ 
love for them. End class with prayer thanking Jesus for giving His life 
so we can have eternal life with Him.

Field Notes NT-1

Field Notes NT-1

Are you making a Home Connection with your kids? Home Connection 
is a FREE download that gives parents a simple way to practice faith at 
home by providing:

•  A weekly Bible passage to read together as a family
•  Suggestions to help you pray together as a family
•  Suggested activities to do as a family to put your faith in action

It’s a great tool for parents who want to pass their faith on to their children!

Also, if your church uses D6 Curriculum, Home Connection will let you know exactly what each 
member of the family is learning in small group, Life group, or Sunday School each week. Try 
it this week by downloading it at: www.D6home.com.
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THE MORE YOU KNOW

As believers with the promise of an eternity with Christ, we 
must not take Christ’s resurrection for granted. This account, 
found in all four Gospels, is more than a story we’ve heard 
dozens of times. It is a miracle and the source of our hope. Each 
detail is ordained and designed by God and woven together 
with His immeasurable love.

As the women arrived at the tomb on the morning of the third 
day after Christ’s death, they must have been consumed by 
fear when they saw the stone had been rolled away and Jesus 
was not present (Mark 16:4-6). But God, in His merciful wis-
dom, provided a messenger to calm their fears and to remind 
them of the promise Jesus made. What excitement and peace 
they must’ve felt when they heard the angel’s message, “He is 
risen. He is not here.”

We too can experience excitement and peace as we reflect on 
the gift of Christ’s resurrection. This miracle, bringing victory 
over death and the promise of eternal life, should lead us to 
sincere gratitude and a jubilant celebration.

New Testament
Lesson 2
April 12, 2020

Look Inside
TEXT: Mark 15:42—16:14

LESSON OBJECTIVE:
 Know: Jesus rose from the dead and many people saw Him.
 Think:  Jesus is the true reason for celebrating Easter.
 Do:  Be thankful and celebrate because Jesus is alive.

APPLICATION VERSE: Hebrews 12:2

THEME: Resurrection of Christ

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 1

q	Ingredients listed on TE 2-5

q	TE 2-6

q	Small plates

q	Napkins

q	Water

q	Cups

q	Scissors

q	Plastic straws

Option 2

q	Ingredients listed on TE 2-5

q	One large basket

q	Plastic eggs

LEARN
q	Five paper bags

q		Piece of cotton or linen mate-
rial

q	Rock or stone

q	Different spices

q	Tissues

EXPLORE
q	TE 2-1b

APPLY
q	TE 2-12

q	12 plastic eggs

q	Permanent marker

q	Basket

RESPOND
q	Field Notes NT-2

q	Whiteboard and marker

q	Colored pencils

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Mark 15:16-20

Day 2—Mark 15:24-31

Day 3—Mark 15:42-47

Day 4—Mark 16:1-8

Day 5—Colossians 2:13-14

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.
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Option 1

Items Needed: Ingredients listed on TE 2-5
 TE 2-6
 Small plates
 Napkins
 Water
 Cups
 Scissors
 Plastic straws (one straw/student, plus a few extras)

Before class, copy TE 2-6 and cut the pieces apart so each team will 
have a set. (Make one set for every six to eight students.) Mix up the 
pieces, including the blank ones, for each group. Divide the students 
into groups and place each group’s squares face down on a table. 
Make sure each group is separated and has enough room. Line the 
teams behind a starting point on the other side of the room. Give 
each student a straw. One at a time, a student from each group will 
run to the letters and turn one over. If the piece contains a letter, have 
the student pick it up, using only the straw (hold the paper to the 
straw by sucking it up), bring it back to his or her team, and go to the 
end of the line. Once a team has collected all the pieces, have them 
work together to unscramble the phrase (Jesus is alive).

Option 2

Items Needed: Ingredients listed on TE 2-5
 One large basket
 Plastic eggs (one egg/student)

Give each student a plastic egg. Have the students form a circle 
around the basket (as small as possible). Then have them take one 
step away from the basket. Instruct the students to toss their eggs 
into the basket. Of course because they are so close, they will com-
ment on how easy it was. Have them get an egg out of the basket 
for the next round (it does not need to be the same egg as they will 
be tossing it again), take another step back, and toss it again into the 
basket. Repeat the activity until it is difficult to get the eggs in the 
basket. Have the students place their eggs inside the basket at the 
end of the activity.

Do you know that had it not been for Jesus—His death on the cross 
and His resurrection—it would be impossible for you and me to have 
a right relationship with God? Jesus said in John 14:6 that He is the 
way, truth, and life and we can only know God the Father through 
Him. This is why we celebrate Jesus on this day. We celebrate that 
He did something for us that would have been impossible for us to 
do on our own.

Notes

TE 2-6

TE 2-5

Take Note:
Consider making the snack mix from TE 2-5 
for your students to enjoy on this special day.

Take Note:
If this is a little too chaotic for you, divide into 
groups to do it a few at a time or eliminate 
those who do not make it in the basket each 
round.
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Items Needed: Five paper bags
 Piece of cotton or linen material
 Rock or stone
 Different spices
 Tissues

Before class, number each paper bag 1-5 to guide you through the 
lesson. Then, place the items listed in the sidebar in each bag and 
fold over the top. Allow the students to feel or smell inside each 
bag. Once everyone has had a chance to do so, allow the students to 
guess what is inside of each bag before displaying it. Display each 
item and discuss how it relates to the lesson.

Bag 1: According to Mark 15:42- 46, after Jesus’ death on the cross, 
a man from Arimathea named Joseph, who was a respected mem-
ber of the Jewish council, went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. 
Pilate was surprised Jesus was already dead because death on a 
cross was usually a long painful process. Pilate verified with his cen-
turion that Jesus was truly dead and then agreed to let Joseph have 
his body. Joseph took Jesus’ body off the cross and wrapped him in 
a linen shroud and put him in a tomb that had been cut out of rock.

Bag 2: In the latter part of Mark 15:46, after Jesus was laid in the 
tomb, Joseph rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. This 
protected Jesus’ body. But do you think that stone could keep Jesus 
from coming alive and leaving that tomb? Absolutely not!

Bag 3: In Mark 16:1-4, after the Sabbath and very early the next 
morning, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and 
Salome brought spices to put on Jesus’ body. Do you know why 
the women were taking the spices? Encourage response. Today and 
in our culture, a funeral home handles the body and prepares it for 
burial. During biblical times, these women were probably taking the 
spices either as an additional show of honor and respect or out of 
necessity in order to complete the burial process. How will we roll 
away the stone to get to Jesus’ body?, the women wondered. That 
was not a problem because when they arrived at Jesus’ tomb, the 
stone had already been rolled away.

Bag 4: What? Of course, they had to look inside. When they entered 
the tomb, there was a young man in a white robe (Mark 16:5-8). 
He was an angel. Do you think the women were afraid? Encourage 
response. Of course they were. But the angel told them not to be 
alarmed or afraid. Jesus has risen! He was not there. The tomb was 
empty. Jesus is alive just as He promised! The angel then told the 
women to go and tell the disciples the news and Jesus would go 
before them to Galilee where they would see Him for themselves

Bag 5: As Jesus’ followers mourned and wept over Jesus’ death, 
they refused to believe Mary Magdalene had seen Jesus alive (Mark 
16:9-11). They refused to believe two of His followers who had seen 
Jesus alive (Mark 16:12-13). Finally, when Jesus appeared to the 
eleven disciples, He spoke to them about their unbelief (Mark 16:14). 
He came to this earth and did everything just as His Father sent Him 

Notes

Take Note:
All four gospels have their own emphasis 
of the resurrection events. Because we are 
studying in the book of Mark, only the events 
he recorded are included in today’s lesson. 
Notice the Bible verses are referenced for 
each bag and its association with that item.

Bag 1: Piece of cotton or linen material

Bag 2: Rock or stone

Bag 3: Sprinkle a small amount of the spices 
in the bottom of the bag

Bag 4: Empty (nothing inside for a unique 
twist)

Bag 5: Tissues



43

to do. We celebrate Jesus for all He did on the cross and for His 
power displayed in His resurrection.

Items Needed: TE 2-1b

Display TE 2-1b. This week we learned to look inside. Why was it so 
important for the women in our Bible verses to look inside Jesus’ 
tomb to see it empty? Encourage response. Why was it so important 
for Jesus’ disciples to believe Jesus was alive? Encourage response. 
If you don’t believe in Jesus’ resurrection and that He always will 
do what He says He will do, then how can you believe and trust in 
Him in all things? And what good is a dead God? You can’t pray to 
someone dead. You can’t count on their help. We worship and serve 
a living God who loves us beyond anything we can imagine. God 
proved His love by sending His only Son to take our punishment for 
sin. He proved His power through the resurrection!

Items Needed: TE 2-12
 12 plastic eggs
 Permanent marker
 Basket

Before class, divide the verse into 12 phrases. Using the permanent 
marker, write the words on each egg, making sure that the words are 
on each half of the egg.

Last week, we focused on the beginning part of Hebrews 12:2. This 
week let’s focus on how Jesus was able to endure the cross because 
He knew what was coming. Yes, the cross was associated with 
shame, but He knew the joy that would come with the resurrection 
and eventually going back to Heaven. Jesus knew taking the punish-
ment for sin would be painful, but He looked ahead and saw the joy 
that would come to those who accepted and trusted in Him.

Display TE 2-12 and review the application verse with the students. 
Choose a student to find the egg with the first words to the verse. 
Then have another student find the egg with the next words to the 
verse. Continue to do so until all of the words to the verse have been 
found and say the verse together. If you have a larger class, have 
several sets of eggs and divide the students into groups so all the 
students can participate.

TE 2-1b

TE 2-12

Application 
Verse 
Poster
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Notes

Items Needed: Field Notes NT-2
 Whiteboard and marker
 Colored pencils

Before class, copy Field Notes NT-2 so each student will have one. 
Today we will offer two reactions to the resurrection: thankfulness 
and celebration. From the gospel of Mark, we know the reaction 
from the different people when they realized Jesus is alive. The day 
went from being the saddest to the happiest day. Everything Jesus 
said was true. He told them He would die, but He would rise again 
on the third day.

Perhaps it is hard for you to understand how great Jesus’ resurrec-
tion was for Mary Magdalene and the others who lived during that 
time. This meant they no longer had to take animal sacrifices to the 
Temple. They no longer needed a priest in a temple to go between 
them and God. They could have their sin forgiven and have a close 
relationship with God. What is your reaction to knowing Jesus is 
alive? Hopefully, it is thankfulness to Him. Brainstorm reasons to be 
thankful for Jesus. Write the students’ answers on the whiteboard. 
What a great Savior Jesus is! We can never thank Him enough. 
Another reaction is celebration! We know the true meaning of 
Easter—celebrating Jesus is alive! What are some reasons to cel-
ebrate? Brainstorm reasons to celebrate Jesus. Write the students’ 
answers on the whiteboard. We can celebrate Him as the amazing 
Son of God with all power! Distribute Field Notes NT-2 and colored 
pencils to the students. Have them fold along the solid line, and turn 
to the inside. Allow time for the students to write reasons they are 
thankful for Jesus and can celebrate Him on their Field Notes. Allow 
them to use what is written on the whiteboard as a guide. Have them 
refer to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step for 
this week is to be thankful and celebrate Jesus because He is alive!

Field Notes NT-2

Field Notes NT-2

Splink is a simple way to link your family together spiritually. Through 
FREE weekly emails packed with ideas, Splink helps you and your fam-
ily engage in conversation. Whether it’s making memories or having fun 
together, Splink allows you to capture those teachable moments to im-
press spiritual truths and life lessons on your kids. No matter where you 
are, there’s always time to Splink!

Sign up for Splink at D6family.com/Splink.
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THE MORE YOU KNOW
Jesus came to earth, followed God’s plan, and completed His mis-
sion. He lived a perfect life, endured death on the cross, and arose 
on the third day. During the 40 days following Christ’s resurrection, 
He appeared to the disciples, spoke with them about the Kingdom of 
God, and helped them understand Scripture. Over 500 witnesses saw 
Jesus in this short amount of time.

Since Christ had completed His earthly mission, He gave His disciples 
their new mission. They were to tell others about Christ’s death and 
resurrection, spreading the good news to the entire world. Jesus also 
promised His disciples they would receive His power through the 
Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8). Jesus then lifted His hands, blessed His follow-
ers, and ascended to Heaven (Luke 24:50-51).

The Ascension of Christ is a significant event signaling the success 
and end of Christ’s earthly ministry, as well as His new work as our 
High Priest and Mediator (Hebrews 14:14; 9:15). Jesus is sitting at the 
right hand of the Father, a position of both authority and honor, and 
He is preparing a place for us (Ephesians 1:20). The mission given to 
the disciples is our mission as well. What an honor it is to share the 
good news of Christ!

New Testament
Lesson 3
April 19, 2020

Look Up
TEXT: Luke 24:44-53

LESSON OBJECTIVE:
 Know:  Jesus gave the disciples the mission to share the gospel 

with others.
 Think:  Everyone needs to know about the good news of Jesus.
 Do:   Complete the mission of telling others the good news 

about Jesus.

APPLICATION VERSE: Hebrews 12:2

THEME: Ascension of Christ

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 1

q	Whiteboard and marker

q	Index card and envelope

Option 2

q	Inflated helium balloons

q	Stickers

q	Thin-line markers

LEARN
q	TE 2-7

q	Four pieces of copy paper

q	Field Notes NT-3

q	Pencils

q	Bibles

EXPLORE
q	TE 2-8

q	Two envelopes

APPLY
q	TE 2-1c

q	TE 2-12

q	Beanbag or beach ball

RESPOND
q	TE 2-9

q	Field Notes NT-3

q	Cardstock

q	Scissors

q	Paper clips

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Luke 24:44-48

Day 2—Luke 24:50-53

Day 3—Acts 1:8-9

Day 4—2 Timothy 1:7-9

Day 5—Colossians 3:16-17

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.
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Option 1

Items Needed: Whiteboard and marker
 Index card and envelope (optional)

Before class, choose a “team mission,” write it on an index card, and 
seal it in an envelope. This is optional, but it certainly adds to the sus-
pense and the importance of the mission. You may choose one you 
prefer, but a few suggestions are: our church building (the outside), 
a house with trees and plants, or a rocket in space.

Have you ever heard of a “team mission”? It is when everyone on 
a team works together to complete a project. Let’s see how that 
works. If you agree to the team mission, one by one you will come 
to the whiteboard and draw only a part of the picture, where your 
other team member left off. Do you want to know what you are 
drawing? Encourage response. Display the sealed envelope. Add 
to the suspense before opening the envelope by asking questions 
such as: “What if it is a famous painting? What if it is blueprint of the 
White House? What if it is the mechanics of a car?” Are you ready 
for your “team mission”? Open the envelope and read the mission. 
Choose a student to come to the board and begin the drawing. After 
he or she has drawn a bit, say, “Stop” and choose another student 
to continue where he or she left off. Continue stopping and starting, 
allowing different students to draw until the picture is complete. 
Remember this is a team mission, so everyone has to have at least 
one turn. Be sure to praise their artwork.

After Jesus completed His mission on earth, it was time for Him to 
go back to Heaven. Jesus gave His last commands to His disciples 
and the disciples looked up as Jesus went to Heaven. Today we’ll 
learn more about His ascension and His last words.

Option 2

Items Needed: Inflated helium balloons (one balloon/student)
 Stickers (name tag stickers work great)
 Thin-line markers

Before beginning the activity, review what the students have learned 
the past two weeks. Why did Jesus die on the cross? Encourage 
response. What happened on the third day after they placed Him in 
the tomb? Encourage response. Why is this good news? Encourage 
response. Who should hear this good news? Encourage response.

Distribute stickers and markers to the students. Have them write 
a short message of good news about Jesus on the stickers. 
Suggestions include: Jesus is alive; Jesus loves you; or Jesus wants 
you to be part of His family. Then distribute the helium balloons and 
instruct the students to carefully place their stickers on the balloons. 
Then allow the students to release the balloons together in the class-
room. Pretend to watch the balloons fly away. Just as we stood there 
watching our balloons go up into the air, the disciples stood watch-
ing as Jesus rose into the air. Today we’ll more about His ascension 
and His last words to His disciples.

Notes
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Items Needed: TE 2-7
 Four pieces of copy paper
 Field Notes NT-3
 Pencils
 Bibles (one for each station)

Before class, cut apart the pictures from TE 2-7. Write the numbers 
1-4 on the copy paper. Also, copy Field Notes NT-3 so each student 
will have one. Set up four stations around the four corners of the 
classroom. At each station, there should be: a chair, a number for 
that station (1, 2, 3, or 4), a Bible, and the picture from TE 2-7 face 
down.

Jesus came to the earth and completed His mission. He did exactly 
what His Father in Heaven had planned for Him to do. He lived a 
perfect life and died on the cross for our sin. He didn’t stay dead, 
but came alive three days later (as He said He would) to show His 
great power.

Jesus lived on the earth 40 days after His resurrection. During this 
time, He appeared to His disciples and spoke about the kingdom of 
God. He helped them understand the Scriptures (Law of Moses and 
the prophets and the Psalms). Jesus was seen by over 500 people 
and offered many proofs He was alive (1 Corinthians 15:3-6). Let’s 
visit four stations to find what happened at the end of Jesus’ time 
on earth.

Divide the students into four small groups and explain their mission 
is to work as a team to visit all the stations. Distribute Field Notes 
NT-3 and pencils to the students. Have them fold along the solid line, 
and turn to the inside. Have the first group begin at station 1, the 
second at station 2, etc. Each group should choose one person at 
each station to read the questions or instruction on the Field Notes, 
another student will look up the Bible verse, and another will read the 
Bible verse. All are to answer the questions or follow the instructions 
on their Field Notes. Once all the students in the group have written 
their answers, they can turn over the picture to see if it is correct.

When the students have finished visiting the four stations and com-
pleting the four jobs, bring them together to discuss it. Display the 
four pictures from TE 2-7 to review Jesus’ mission for us.

Display TE 2-7a and have a student read Luke 24:46-47 to the class. 
After Jesus fulfilled His mission on earth, He gave His disciples a 
mission. What was the big job Jesus gave to His disciples and to 
us? Encourage response. Tell the message about His death and res-
urrection.

Display TE 2-7b and have a student read Acts 1:8 aloud. Where 
were the disciples to spread the message about Jesus? Encourage 
response. They were to share the good news of Jesus to the people 
in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and around the world.

Notes

TE 2-7

Field Notes NT-3
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Display TE 2-7c and have a student read Luke 24:49 aloud. What 
did Jesus promise to give to His disciples? Encourage response. He 
promised they would have His power.

Display TE 2-7d and have a student read Luke 24:50-51 to the class. 
What did Jesus do? Encourage response. He lifted His hands, 
blessed His followers, and ascended to Heaven.

King Jesus had completed His work on earth and He gave His dis-
ciples a big job. They were to share the good news about Jesus all 
over the world so everyone could hear. His followers spread the 
word just as Jesus commanded. We must tell the good news to 
others too.

Items Needed: TE 2-8
 Two envelopes

Before class, write the words people and places on the two enve-
lopes. Cut apart the strips from TE 2-8 and put the strips in the 
respective envelopes. Jesus lived and died and came alive again. He 
completed His mission and completed all His Father gave Him to 
do. He endured suffering on the cross to take the punishment we 
deserved. He endured separation from God. Why did He do this? 
Encourage response. Jesus loves us and wanted us to have eternal 
life in Heaven with Him. What mission did Jesus give His followers? 
Encourage response. We are to tell the good news about Jesus and 
to show His love to others. With whom and where are we to share 
this good news? Have a student choose a strip from either envelope 
and read what it says aloud. Allow time for the class to brainstorm 
ways we could share the good news about Jesus to that person or 
in that place. Remind students that in order for others to hear our 
message, our actions must also demonstrate the message of Jesus. 
Encourage students to brainstorm words and actions to show Jesus’ 
love. Everyone in the world needs to hear the good news and have 
a chance to know Jesus. Without Jesus, a person can never have 
eternal life in Heaven.

Items Needed: TE 2-1c
 TE 2-12
 Beanbag or beach ball

The disciples completed the mission He gave them. And many more 
people through the years completed the mission. Many had to suffer 
hard things in order to tell others, but I’m sure they would say it was 
worth it. Jesus endured because He could see the joy of being with 
His followers forever. Display TE 2-1c. This week we learned to look 
up to Jesus. We can look up to Him for thankfulness for His sacrifice. 
We can look up to Him as a reminder of the importance of telling 

TE 2-8

Take Note:
Acts 1:10-11 adds that as they were look-
ing intently at Jesus rising into the sky, two 
men dressed in white stood beside them 
and asked, “Why do you stand here looking 
into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been 
taken from you into heaven, will come back 
in the same way you have seen him go into 
Heaven.”

TE 2-1c
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others about Him. Let’s review our application verse to remind us of 
one more reason to look up to Jesus.

Display TE 2-12 and review the application verse with the students by 
reading it together. Jesus is our example. In what ways was Jesus 
an example? Encourage response. He followed His Father’s will by 
completing God’s plan to save the world and offer eternal life with 
Him. We should follow Him and do what He did. We can obey God. 
We can complete the mission Jesus gave to His followers. We can 
love others. We can tell others the good news about Jesus.

To review the verse, play a simple game. Have two students come to 
the front and stand about four feet apart while the others watch. Give 
a beanbag (or beach ball) to one volunteer and instruct him or her to 
toss it to the other person and say the first word silently. Instruct the 
students watching to say the first word silently also. Then have the 
second student toss the beanbag to the first student who will say the 
next word of the verse silently. At some point as they are tossing the 
beanbag back and forth say, “stop.” The student who just caught the 
beanbag must say the word aloud. If he or she says the right word, 
the student wins the match. But if he or she says an incorrect word, 
choose another student to take the student’s place. Repeat from the 
very beginning tossing the beanbag and silently saying the verse. 
Say the verse together to end the activity.

Items Needed: TE 2-9 (one copy/two students)
 Field Notes NT-3
 Cardstock
 Scissors
 Paper clips (one paper clip/student)

Before class, copy TE 2-9 on cardstock so each student will have a set 
of cards. Cut the sets apart so each student will have one. Distribute 
the cards from TE 2-9 to the students. Read the text from the cards 
aloud to the students.

Card 1: There is a God who created the world. He made you and 
loves you. He wants you to live forever with Him in Heaven some-
day.

Card 2: We all sin and want to go our own way (Romans 3:23). We 
break God’s rules and this separates us from God.

Card 3: God loves us in spite of our sin. While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for our sin (Romans 5:8). He took our punishment on the 
cross.

Card 4: God wants to take your sin away and make you His child 
forever. God wants to give you this wonderful gift of eternal life.

Card 5: If you would like to receive this gift, you can pray the follow-
ing prayer: Dear Jesus, I believe You died on the cross for my sin. I 
believe You came alive again. Please come into my heart and take 
away my sin. I want to live for You. Thank You for this gift. Amen.

Notes

TE 2-9

TE 2-12

Application 
Verse 
Poster



Ask: Would you like to pray this prayer?

Ask for a volunteer to help you model how to share your faith. Use 
the cards to show the students how to share the gospel with another 
person. Then have the students find a partner and take turns practic-
ing sharing the good news with each other. Give them some sen-
tence starters:

Would you read these cards with me?

Can I tell you about the best gift I ever got?

Can I give you this?

Do you think the disciples were afraid to complete the mission 
Jesus gave them? Encourage response. Probably. But the Holy Spirit 
helped them and they were bold and told people about the great-
est person who ever lived. They shared the greatest news anyone 
could ever hear. Just as He has promised to send the Holy Spirit to 
be with the disciples as they went out to tell people about Jesus, 
He will be with us and give us the power to share the good news. 
Have the students refer to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. 
Your Next Step is to complete the mission of telling others the good 
news about Jesus. Be aware of the Holy Spirit’s prompting to share 
Jesus with someone. Trust the Holy Spirit to be with you and guide 
you in helping you obey Jesus’ direction. End class with prayer ask-
ing God to show you opportunities to share the good news of Jesus 
with someone this week and to help you be bold in your obedience.
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Notes

Field Notes NT-3

Take Note:
Remind students there is more than just one 
way or formula to tell others about Jesus. 
This is just a tool to help them get started.

Are you on Facebook? Join the D6 Curriculum Teachers group, a place of 
community for you to share stories, ask questions, get advice, and engage in 
conversations with other D6 curriculum teachers.
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THE MORE YOU KNOW

As believers, we are waiting for Christ’s return and looking for-
ward to an eternity with Him. We must be patient and remem-
ber that Jesus always keeps His promises. We must be hopeful 
and focused on His return.

Scripture offers us many signs signaling that we are drawing 
closer to Christ’s return. There will be false teachers, wars, 
famines, earthquakes, persecution and death of believers, 
and widespread sin (Mark 13:6-9). Among these disheartening 
signs, we do have hope and the good news that the gospel will 
be declared to all nations before Christ’s return (Mark 13:10).

We do not know when Christ will return for His followers. Only 
God knows this detail (Mark 13:32). However, we know that 
Christ will return in the same way He ascended to Heaven, in 
the clouds with power and glory (Mark 13:26). Christ our King 
will restore everything to perfection. We must be ready (Luke 
12:40). We must be patient. We must be alert (Matthew 25:13).

New Testament
Lesson 4
April 26, 2020

Look Forward
TEXT: Mark 13:1-27

LESSON OBJECTIVE
 Know:  Jesus will return and take His followers to live with Him 

forever.
 Think:  Keep your focus on looking forward to Jesus’ return.
 Do:   Be ready, be pure, and be patient as you wait for Jesus’ 

return.

APPLICATION VERSE: Hebrews 12:2

THEME: Return of Christ

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 1

q	Pieces of paper

q	Pencils

Option 2

q	Variety of household items

LEARN
q	TE 2-10

q	Bibles

EXPLORE
q	Field Notes NT-4

q	Colored pencils

q	Bible

APPLY
q	TE 2-1d

q	TE 2-12

q	Balloons

q	Paper

q	Paper

q	Scissors

q	Balloon Pump

RESPOND
q	TE 2-11

q	Field Notes NT-4

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Mark 13:1-7

Day 2—Mark 13:9-13

Day 3—Mark 13:21-23

Day 4—Mark 13:24-27

Day 5—1 Thessalonians 5:2-6

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.
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Option 1

Items Needed: Pieces of paper (one piece/3-4 students)
 Pencils

Make a list of the “Top Five Events You Look Forward To.” Divide 
students into small groups and give each one a piece of paper and 
a pencil. Ask the groups to discuss and then list the top five events 
they look forward to, with number one being the one they look most 
forward to. When finished, have each group read their list aloud.

You have listed some great events. What do you love about these 
events? Encourage response. We love being with family and friends 
to celebrate. We love all the good things we receive. We love all 
the fun things we do together. Today we’re going to talk about 
Jesus’ return to the earth. His return to earth will be better than any 
Christmases, birthdays, last days of school, and any other happy 
event you can imagine.

Option 2

Items Needed:  Variety of household items (see sidebar for sugges-
tions)

What are some things your family does to prepare when someone 
is coming to visit you? Encourage response. Your parents may do a 
deep cleaning of the house or they may make you straighten your 
room. Or they may cook a special meal. We are going to run a relay 
to introduce the idea of getting ready for a guest. Divide the students 
into two equal teams. One student may have to run twice to even up 
the teams. Put about 8-10 items they might need to get prepared for 
a guest on a table one on side of the room. (Two of each item would 
be ideal as the teams could compete against each other at the same 
time.) Have the groups stand on the other side.

Have the first team run one at a time to the front, pick up an item and 
bring it back to the next person in line. That person must take the 
item, continue holding it, and run to the table to pick up another item. 
Students are allowed to put the items on the table to re-group, but 
remind them this takes time. This will continue until the last student 
is holding all of the items and none are on the table. If the student 
drops an item, he or she must pick it up before continuing. The sec-
ond team will then have a turn to run the relay. Time each team to 
see who will be the fastest one to “get prepared.”

Today’s lesson will teach us what the Bible says about being pre-
pared for a very special event.

Notes

Take Note:
Suggestions of large and small household 
items: broom, roll of paper towels, cooking 
utensils, dust cloth or furniture polish, big 
cooking pot, silverware, paper plate, and 
mop

Take Note:
If you have a small class, discuss their 
answers and write the students’ lists on a 
whiteboard.
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Items Needed: TE 2-10
 Bibles

Before class, cut apart the strips from TE 2-10. If you have good 
readers, have those students find the Bible verses listed on TE 2-10 
to read aloud.

Jesus came to the earth as a baby, lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross, and came alive again three days later. After His resurrection, 
He was seen by over 500 people and stayed on the earth 40 days. 
One day, Jesus took His disciples to a mountain and right before 
their eyes, He went up to Heaven. As the disciples stared into the 
sky, two men (angels) in white robes promised them Jesus would 
return again (Acts 1:9-11).

Before Jesus returned to Heaven, He made a promise. Read John 
14:1-3 aloud to the students. What did Jesus promise? Encourage 
response. He promised to go and prepare a place in Heaven and to 
come back for His followers so they could be with Him forever. We 
are still waiting for Jesus to come back, but it is important to know 
when Jesus makes a promise, He always keeps it.

Perhaps you have questions such as when will He return or what 
will happen when He returns. Before Jesus left the earth, His dis-
ciples asked Him many of those same questions. Let’s look at some 
of those questions and the Bible answers for each one.

What are some of the signs that point to Jesus’ return? Have the 
student with TE 2-10a read Mark 13:3, 5-8, 10 aloud to the class. 
Jesus said there would be false teachers, even ones claiming to be 
Christ who would mislead many people in the last days. Jesus did 
not want them to be fearful, but there will be wars, famines, and 
earthquakes. He cautioned that many believers would be hated, 
persecuted, and even killed. Sin would be raging everywhere. When 
you see the leaves begin to form on the trees, you know that sum-
mer is coming. When you see all kinds of trouble, you can know 
Jesus will return. The good news is the gospel will be preached to 
the entire world before the end comes.

When will Jesus come again? Have the student with TE 2-10b read 
Mark 13:32.

We understand why the disciples had questions for Jesus. Of course, 
they did not want Jesus to leave, but if He had to go, when would 
He be back? Jesus said no one on this earth knows when. Even the 
angels do not know; only God the Father knows the appointed time.

How will He come back? Have the student with TE 2-10c read Mark 
13:26-27.

Do you remember what the angels said to the people as Jesus went 
up into Heaven? He will come down just as they saw Him go up 
in the clouds. The people will see Jesus coming on the clouds of 

Notes

TE 2-10

Take Note:
Mark 13 talks about two different events: the 
destruction of the Temple (which happened 
in 70 A.D.) and the second coming of Jesus to 
the earth. Today’s focus will be on the verses 
concerning Jesus’ return to earth.
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Heaven with power and great glory. And Jesus will send His angels 
to gather His followers.

Who is Jesus coming for? Have the student with TE 2-10d re-read 
Mark 13:27.

When it is time, Jesus will tell His angels to gather His “elect” home 
to Heaven. Elect is another word for Jesus’ followers. John 3:16 tells 
us that all who believe in Jesus will have eternal life. When Jesus 
comes back, only His followers will go to live with Him in Heaven.

Why is Jesus coming back? Have the student with TE 2-10e read 
Philippians 2:9-11. Jesus is creator and king of the world and He is 
coming back to rule over it. He will restore everything to its perfect 
condition. There will be no more sin or death. The devil and his fol-
lowers will be sent to eternal punishment. Jesus will be lifted up as 
King and we will worship Him. There will be no more pain, sadness, 
suffering, or death because those things will be done away with in 
Heaven. What a wonderful day it will be when Jesus return. That’s 
something to look forward to.

Items Needed: Field Notes NT-4
 Colored pencils
 Bible

Before class, find and mark John 14 and Revelation 21 in your Bible. 
Also, copy Field Notes NT-4 for each student. Distribute Field Notes 
NT-4 and colored pencils to the students. Have them fold along the 
solid line, and turn to the inside. Explain they will draw pictures of 
things that are and are not in Heaven so we can look forward to 
what’s coming. What can we look forward to when Jesus returns? 
Read Revelation 21:1-4 aloud and tell the students to listen carefully 
for things that will not be in Heaven. What are some things that will 
not be in Heaven? Encourage response. Allow the students time to 
draw some of the things that will not be in Heaven on their Field 
Notes.

Then re-read John 14:1-3 (it was read during the LEARN part of the 
lesson) and Revelation 22:1-5 aloud. What are some things that will 
be in Heaven? Encourage response. Allow the students time to draw 
some of the things that will be in Heaven on their Field Notes.

When Jesus comes to the earth the second time, He will come as the 
ruling King. And He has promised to take us to the most wonderful 
place you can imagine. Of course, God will be there and He is prepar-
ing something too wonderful to describe—a beautiful home, a tree 
of life, a crystal river, a street of gold, and a special dinner. There will 
be no sickness, no sadness, no tears, no death, and no sin.

Notes

Field Notes NT-4
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Notes

Items Needed: TE 2-1d
 TE 2-12
 Balloons (one balloon/student)
 Paper
 Paper
 Scissors
 Balloon pump (optional, but definitely helpful)

Before class, write the words of the application verse on small strips 
of paper and cut apart so each student will have one. Insert the strips 
into the balloons before blowing them up. If you have a large class, 
divide the words into equal groups, and divide the class into that 
number of groups.

Display TE 2-12 and review the application verse with the students 
by reading it together. All month we have learned about the last 
days of Jesus’ life—His suffering and death on the cross, His resur-
rection, His return to Heaven, and today His return to earth. Do any 
of you remember why Jesus came to earth? Encourage response. 
Jesus endured a terrible suffering because of His great love for us. 
He made the way for us to be close to God and live with Him for-
ever in the wonderful place called Heaven. When Jesus completed 
His work on earth, He returned to Heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the throne of God. Jesus is the ruling King. Some day when 
He returns to the earth, every person will worship Him as the King 
of the universe.

Display TE 2-1d. When we want to give up doing God’s will, we must 
look forward to our eternal life with Jesus. How did He keep going? 
He thought about the joy that was to come—the joy of doing His 
Father’s will and us being with Him forever. He endured the shame 
of dying on a cross because afterward He would be seated at the 
right hand of God’s throne. The reward was greater than the suffer-
ing.

We may grow weary and even want to quit, but good things will 
come if we keep looking forward. God will reward us for our service 
to Him. If we are determined and endure, we will hear God say, 
“Well done. You were faithful and now I have a reward for you” 
(Matthew 25:21).

Place the balloons on one side of the room and have the students 
move to the other. Explain to the students they are to run a relay to 
pop the balloons, collect the words of the verse, and put them in the 
correct order. At your signal, the first student will run to the bag of 
balloons, grab one and pop it, find the word strip, and run back to 
the tag the next student who will do the same. When all the words 
have been collected, students must work together to put them in the 
correct order. Say the verse together to end the activity.

Take Note:
Either blow up the balloons before class or 
wait and let the students assist you. A good 
way to transport the balloons is in a large 
plastic trash bag.

TE 2-1d

TE 2-12

Application 
Verse 
Poster



Items Needed: TE 2-11
 Field Notes NT-4

The Bible tells us when Jesus comes back to the earth He will cre-
ate a new Heaven and a new earth where only righteousness (right 
things) will be (2 Peter 3:10-13). We can look forward to a time when 
there will be no more sin or death. We don’t know when that will 
be, but what should we do while we wait? Display TE 2-11. Jesus 
said we must be ready. No one knows when He will return so we 
must be ready. Jesus said it’s like the owner of a house going away 
on a trip. Before he leaves, he assigns his servants tasks to do. No 
one knows when the owner of the house will return, whether in the 
morning, evening, or at midnight. What should the workers do, not 
knowing if the owner will return that day? The workers should be 
diligent and not be goofing off when the owner returns. Jesus has 
assigned us tasks to complete and we must always be ready (Mark 
13:33-37).

We are to be pure. First John 3:3 says every person who has the 
hope that Jesus will return purifies him or herself, just as Jesus is 
pure. You want to have a pure mind and pure life when Jesus comes 
back. How does knowing Jesus could return at any time change 
what you say or do? Encourage response. How should knowing 
Jesus could return at any time motivate you to make choices that 
please Him? Encourage response.

Finally, we are to be patient. James 5:8 reminds Christians to be 
patient. Each day that passes is a day closer to Jesus’ return. When 
bad things happen, you can remind yourself that Jesus is coming 
back and He will make things right. He will reward you for doing 
what is right.

We may not know when Jesus will return, but we know He will 
come back because He promised He would. God always keeps His 
promises. The day He comes back will be the happiest day of a 
Christian’s life.

Have the students refer to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. 
Your Next Step is to be ready, be pure, and be patient as you wait 
for Jesus’ return.

Close with a prayer of thanks for Jesus’ promise to return and bring 
us to be with Him forever.
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Notes

TE 2-11

Field Notes NT-4
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THE MORE YOU KNOW

Our lessons this month focus on the answers to complicated 
questions. As you teach, keep in mind that these topics might 
be difficult for the children to fully understand. Today’s lesson 
answers the following question: Does the Big Bang Theory Fit 
With the Bible? As you discuss and explain both Creation and 
the Big Bang, be sure to emphasize the theme God is Powerful 
(Jeremiah 32:17).

God is eternal. He has no beginning and no end (Psalm 90:2). 
Our infinite God created the entire universe and everything in it 
in six, 24-hour days (Genesis 1:31). God spoke the universe into 
existence, and it was both a creative and organized process 
showing us a glimpse of who our God is.

The idea of something coming from nothing according to the 
Big Bang Theory is not necessarily why believers should reject 
this theory. After all, our God created the universe from noth-
ing. But the incorrect worldview and the blatant dismissal of 
God go against what Scripture tells us. God created the heav-
ens and the earth in the very beginning (Genesis 1:1). This truth 
must be embraced and shared.

Special Topic
Lesson 1
May 3, 2020

God is Powerful
TEXT: Genesis 1:1-31; Exodus 20:11; Hebrews 11:3

LESSON OBJECTIVE:
 Know: God created the universe and everything in it.
 Think:  Study God’s Word to be able to defend your faith.
 Do:   Look all around at God’s amazing creations, and praise 

Him for it.

APPLICATION VERSE: Jeremiah 32:17

THEME: Does the Big Bang Fit With the Bible?

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 1

q		Scrabble tiles, alphabet blocks, 
or alphabet letters

q	Bag

Option 2

q	TE 3-2

LEARN
q	TE 3-3

q	Field Notes ST-1

q	Colored pencils

EXPLORE
q	TE 3-4

q	TE 3-5

APPLY
q	TE 3-16

RESPOND
q	TE 3-1a

q	Field Notes ST-1

q	Cell phone or electronic tablet

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Genesis 1:31—2:2

Day 2—Jeremiah 32:17

Day 3—Hebrews 11:3

Day 4—Psalm 33:6-9

Day 5—Psalm 19:1

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.

Take Note:
Children in today’s world are exposed to different viewpoints at an 
earlier age than ever before. Encourage parents to use everyday situ-
ations to teach through the lens of a biblical viewpoint.
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Option 1

Items Needed: Scrabble tiles, alphabet blocks, or alphabet letters
 Bag

Place the tiles, blocks, or letters in a bag. Ask a student to shake the 
bag and pour out the items to spell his or her name without moving 
the tiles once they fall from the bag. Did you spell out your name 
with the letters? Encourage response. What words did you spell? 
Encourage response. Place the items back in the bag and allow sev-
eral other students to try. Ask the same questions after each attempt. 
How would you get these letters to spell a word? Encourage 
response. You would need to look for the specific letters and put 
them in the correct order to spell a word. Have any of you ever heard 
the phrase “big bang”? Encourage response. Some people believe 
that billions of years ago the universe began in a tiny, infinitely hot 
and dense point called a singularity. According to this story, that 
point contained everything we see today. There was a big explosion, 
a big bang, and the universe has evolved over billions of years. How 
likely is it that the world began with a big explosion? Encourage 
response. Other people believe God created the universe. Just as 
there needed to be someone to make words out of the letters, the 
world needed a creator. Today we’ll learn more about the creation 
story from the Bible.

Option 2

Items Needed: TE 3-2

Before class, cut apart the cards from TE 3-2. Place the cards with 
the description in a separate pile. Display the cards with the pictures 
of the animals face up scattered around the table. You can play this 
game with teams or all students can work together to match the 
amazing design to the correct animal. Read the description of the 
animal aloud and have the students try to figure out which one it is 
describing.

Congratulations on matching the animal with its amazing design! 
Have any of you ever heard someone talk about the big bang? 
Encourage response. There are some people who believe everything 
that exists was contained in a single point called a singularity that 
exploded billions of years ago. This is known as the big bang theory. 
They believe that over the billions of years, things evolved to what 
they are today. Do you think that is what happened? Encourage 
response. Do you think these amazing abilities and design happened 
by chance over a long period of time or do you think a wise and pow-
erful Creator designed these amazing abilities? Encourage response. 
God created everything that exists with amazing design. Today we 
are going to learn more about God’s great power at Creation.

Notes

TE 3-2

1. f 6. j
2. c 7. h
3. e 8. a
4. b 8. i
5. g 10. d
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Items Needed: TE 3-3
 Field Notes ST-1
 Colored pencils

Before class, copy Field Notes ST-1 so each student will have one. 
Distribute Field Notes ST-1 and colored pencils to the students. Have 
the students fold along the solid line, and turn to the inside. Display 
the different pictures from TE 3-3 as you read the description of each 
day’s events from the back of the picture. Have the students fill in the 
blanks on their Field Notes.

Long ago, there was no universe, no sky, no sun, no moon . . . noth-
ing at all, except for God. He chose to make the universe and it took 
Him six days to do so. He created something different every day.

Display TE 3-3a. On day one, God created time, space, matter, and 
light. You may be surprised to learn God created time, but before 
God created the world, there was no time. Only God existed and 
God is eternal—without beginning or end. God also had to create 
space, somewhere for God to put everything He made. He also had 
to create matter, the stuff that makes up the earth and lots of water.

At first, the earth was covered with water and was without shape. 
The earth was also empty and very dark. God’s Spirit was there and 
moved above the waters to create a beautiful world. Out of this 
darkness God spoke and there was light. This light was not the sun, 
because the sun was not created until day four. The Bible doesn’t 
say what the source of this light was, but that it was shining on the 
earth to begin with as the earth rotated. God called the light day, 
and the darkness He called night. This was the first day of creation 
and God said the light was good (Genesis 1:1-5).

Display TE 3-3b. On the second day, God continued preparing the 
earth for animals and people. God separated the area around the 
earth from the water. The Bible calls this area heaven and we call it 
sky (the atmosphere and the space beyond it). The air is made up of 
just the right amounts of gases (mainly nitrogen, some oxygen, and 
a small amount of other gases such as carbon dioxide). If there had 
been too much oxygen, then a single spark could have caught the 
earth on fire. If there had been a lot more nitrogen, we would suf-
focate. The plants need carbon dioxide to live, but too much of it is 
deadly to humans. God designed the air to be exactly what we need 
to live (Genesis 1:6-8).

Display TE 3-3c. Remember, the earth was still covered with water. 
On the third day, God commanded the dry land to appear and called 
it earth. He called the water seas. He chose to cover the earth with 
grass. He made plants and trees fully grown with seeds in them so 
they could keep producing more plants and trees. An apple tree had 
apples on it with apple seeds in them so it could produce more apple 
trees. Each tree had its own unique seed so that it produced more 
of its kind. What would be your favorite fruit tree that God made? 
Encourage response. God was pleased with what He had made and 
said it was good (Genesis 1:9-13).

Notes

TE 3-3

Field Notes ST-1
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Display TE 3-3d. On the fourth day, God made the sun, moon, and 
stars. The sun was to shine and create light for the day and the 
moon was to give light at night. They were to help people keep 
track of days, seasons, and years. God also called this good (Genesis 
1:14-19).

Display TE 3-3e. On day five, the earth was ready to support animals. 
There was water, air, soil, plants, and fruit for food, so God made 
flying animals and ones that lived in the sea. He made all kinds of 
birds and winged creatures from parrots to pterodactyls. He made 
all kinds of fish and creatures that live in the sea—tiny ones like krill 
to huge ones like whales. God was so wise He made birds and fish 
to produce more of their own kind. Some people do not believe God 
created the animals. Instead they believe animals evolved into other 
kinds of animals. But there is no evidence to show that one animal 
changed into a different kind. If this were true, we should find mil-
lions of fossils of halfway animals, but there aren’t any (Genesis 
1:20-23).

Display TE 3-3f. Land animals were made on day six. God made cows, 
sheep, elephants, zebras, dogs, all crawling animals, dinosaurs, and 
all the other animals. Did these animals struggle and evolve over 
millions of years? No! The Bible says God made each animal after its 
kind. That means each animal was able to make baby animals just 
like itself. But one kind could not change into another kind, either 
then or now. Each animal was made after its own kind. God was 
very pleased with all He made. On the sixth day, God also created 
His special creation in His image—humans (Genesis 1:24-25).

In six days God made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that 
is in them, and He rested on the seventh day (Exodus 20:11). God 
saw all He had made, and it was very good (Genesis 1:31).

Let the students find the words in the word search if time allows.

Items Needed: TE 3-4—TE 3-5

Read the story from TE 3-5 to the students. Have you ever felt like 
Jody? Encourage response. Believing God created the world is a 
truth that has been accepted and believed for thousands of years. 
Some people will argue that faith and science are opposites, but 
that is not true. Let’s read what these famous scientists said about 
God and creation. Display TE 3-4 and read the quotes.

Hebrews 11 is known as the faith chapter. It is filled with great 
examples of God’s people remaining faithful to Him, the one, true 
God. Faith is choosing to trust God in every situation. We can put 
our faith in knowing God is the Creator of the world and everything 
in the world. The more we study God’s Word and know what it says, 
the more confident we will be in defending our faith that God is the 
creator of the universe. Our faith will continue to grow as our knowl-
edge of God’s Word and our relationship with Him grows.

Notes

TE 3-4

TE 3-5
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Notes

Items Needed: TE 3-16

Display TE 3-16 and introduce the application verse by reading it to 
the students.

What two things does this verse tell us about God? Encourager 
response. We learn He is the Creator and He is powerful. Let’s look 
at two main thoughts. The first is God created the heaven and earth 
by His great power. He is the one true God who made all that exists. 
The second is that nothing is too hard for God to do. Anyone who 
could plan and create such an amazing world is powerful. He knows 
how it all works and keeps it going.

Hebrews 11:3 tells us by faith we understand the universe was 
formed at God’s command. In the first chapter of Genesis, the 
words God says appear eight times. God created the universe just 
by speaking it into existence. Can you imagine how powerful He 
must be to say, “Let there be light” and the sun, moon, and stars 
appeared just as God planned? There is no one like our creative, 
powerful God. Divide the class into two groups and give the groups 
a couple of minutes to come up with motions for the Bible verse. 
There is no need to make a motion for each word; just the main ones. 
If the groups have funny or clever motions, use those as it may help 
them to remember the words even better. If you have a small class, 
work on coming up with motions together. Ask one of the students to 
lead the others in saying the verse while doing the motions. Repeat 
several times.

Items Needed: TE 3-1a
 Field Notes ST-1
 Cell phone or electronic tablet

What are some reasons to believe a powerful God created the uni-
verse? Encourage response. There is a universe. If you walk into the 
kitchen and there is a delicious dinner on the table, do you think that 
it just popped onto the table? No, of course not. You know someone 
made it and placed it there. Also, the design of the universe—the 
world, the people, the animals, and plants—is too complex to have 
just happened by chance. What if I said a new creature was made 
when I threw some glass, some plastic, some metal, and an old bat-
tery in the backyard last month? Encourage response.

Display the phone or tablet so the students can see it. Listen to the 
different rings it might have. Talk about its unique features—the 
lighted keyboard, the plastic covering, the inner workings, the ability 
to store numbers, and any other features. Have it arranged so you 
can call someone and even allow students to talk to the person. Do 
you think this phone came together because of time, chance, and 
natural processes? Encourage response. What if the material lay 

TE 3-16

Application 
Verse 
Poster



in the backyard for a million years? Would it ever come together 
to make a phone that can call someone in another country, take 
a picture, connect you to the Internet, or anything else this does? 
Encourage response. People, animals, and plants are way more 
complex than a cell phone and they couldn’t have just happened by 
chance. Display TE 3-1a. God is powerful. We believe this powerful 
God created an amazing world just right for us. Have the students 
refer to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step 
is to look all around at God’s amazing creations, and praise Him for 
it. Ask Him to help your students as they are faced with people who 
doubt the validity of God’s creation and His power.
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TE 3-1a

Field Notes ST-1

Are you making a Home Connection with your kids? Home Connection 
is a FREE download that gives parents a simple way to practice faith at 
home by providing:

•  A weekly Bible passage to read together as a family
•  Suggestions to help you pray together as a family
•  Suggested activities to do as a family to put your faith in action

It’s a great tool for parents who want to pass their faith on to their children!

Also, if your church uses D6 Curriculum, Home Connection will let you know exactly what each 
member of the family is learning in small group, Life group, or Sunday School each week. Try 
it this week by downloading it at: www.D6home.com.
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THE MORE YOU KNOW

Our lesson today focuses on the highly debated question: How 
Old Is the Earth? Genesis 1 tells us God created the earth on the 
first day of Creation (Genesis 1:1-5). This is the logical starting 
point to begin calculating the earth’s age. After the first five 
days of Creation, we add in the genealogies of Adam to Abra-
ham and Abraham to present day. Looking at the recorded his-
tories of cultures throughout the world also helps us come to a 
sound conclusion.

Today’s lesson emphasizes the crucial role the global flood re-
corded in Genesis 6-8 plays in answering today’s complicated 
question. Many believe the multiple layers of rock prove the 
earth is millions of years old, but because the flood of Noah’s 
day ripped up and re-deposited the rock layers, that idea can 
be dismissed.

Are we placing our trust in man’s flawed assumptions or in 
God’s eyewitness account? We must trust in God believing His 
Word and knowing He will do what He says He will do. There 
is such comfort in knowing God is sovereign. We can rejoice in 
knowing our God is all-powerful. He is in complete control of 
the amazing world He created.

Special Topic
Lesson 2
May 10, 2020

God Is in Control
TEXT: Genesis 7:11-12; 17-24; 2 Peter 3:3-6

LESSON OBJECTIVE
 Know: God is in control of the world He created.
 Think:   Trust in God’s Word because God will do what He says He 

will do.
 Do:  Choose a promise from God and thank Him for it.

APPLICATION VERSE: Jeremiah 32:17

THEME: How Old is the Earth?

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 1

q		Play-Doh

q	Petroleum jelly

q	Plaster of Paris

q	Water

q	Spoon to stir

q	Items to make fossils

q		Small Styrofoam plates or 
bowls

Option 2

q		One bag of large marshmal-
lows

q		Storage container

q		Slip of paper

LEARN
q		Two pieces of construction 

paper

q		Marker

q		Bible

EXPLORE
q		TE 3-6

APPLY
q		TE 3-16

q		Calculator

RESPOND
q		TE 3-1b

q		TE 3-7

q		Field Notes ST-2

q		Bibles

q		Crayons

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Genesis 1:1-3

Day 2—Genesis 1:9-13

Day 3—Exodus 20:8-11

Day 4—Genesis 7:1-4

Day 5—2 Peter 3:3-6

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.

Take Note:
Encourage students to be thankful for the many things God created. 
Be sure to model thankfulness with your words and actions.
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Option 1

Items Needed: Play-Doh
 Petroleum jelly
 Plaster of Paris
 Water
 Spoon to stir
 Items to make fossils (one item/student)
 Small Styrofoam plates or bowls

Do any of you know what a fossil is? Encourage response. A fossil 
is a plant or animal that has turned to stone. Have any of you ever 
seen a fossil? Encourage response. Some people believe it takes mil-
lions and billions of years to form a fossil, but you really just need 
the right conditions. Normally when a plant or animal dies it doesn’t 
make a fossil, because scavengers eat the remains or maybe the sun 
or germs destroy it. But when something happens to prevent that, 
a fossil forms.

A great example of just the right conditions for a fossil to form is the 
Flood during Noah’s time. What happens to the ground when there 
is lots of water falling on it really fast? Encourage response. It gets 
really soft. So any plants and animals that were not on the ark were 
quickly buried under water, mud, and sand. Fossilization occurred as 
the animals were buried deeply under the Flood sediment and later 
turned to stone. Fossils have been found of animals eating, which 
could have happened suddenly with the rapid pressure of the water 
during the Flood. No one really knows how old the fossils are, but 
we believe the Bible and today we’ll learn more about the age of the 
earth and fossils. Now, let’s make our own fossil. Give each student 
a small ball of Play-Doh, a paper plate, and a pencil. Have them fol-
low your instructions.

Place the Play-Doh on a paper plate, and smooth it out so it is about 
an inch thick. Use a pencil to write your initials on the bottom of 
the plate. This clay is like the ground. Now choose an item that you 
want to make your fossil, and coat it with the petroleum jelly (this 
will make the item easier to remove). Then press the item into the 
Play-Doh to get a good impression and then remove the item. You 
should be able to see the impression of the item in your Play-Doh. 
This is like the animals that did not survive the Flood getting pushed 
into the soil. Mix two parts Plaster of Paris with one part water (see 
directions on container). Carefully, pour some of the Plaster of Paris-
water combination into each student’s imprint on the clay. Set these 
aside to dry.

Option 2

Items Needed:  One bag of large marshmallows (or anything that 
can be counted: a bag of blocks, pencils, matchbox 
cars, jellybeans, etc.)

 Storage container
 Slip of paper

Take Note:
A recipe for homemade Play-Doh is available 
on www.d6teacher.com.

Suggestions for items to make fossils: sea-
shells, small plastic dinosaurs, leaves, etc.

Take Note:
If you do not want to purchase the Plaster of 
Paris or don’t have easy access to it, simply 
eliminate this step and only do the imprint of 
the item into the Play-Doh.

Take Note:
Scientists have produced artificial fossils by 
packing fresh organic items into clay. Then 
each item was placed in a sealed metal tube, 
which was heated to over 410°F while being 
subjected to 3,500 psi (241 bar) of pressure. 
The resulting “fossils” looked just like ones 
found out in the field. Scientists who claim 
fossils and the earth are billions of years old 
are coming from a specific mindset—one that 
doesn’t necessarily include God.

http://www.d6teacher.com
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Before class, count the items and place them in a container. Make 
sure there are enough so the students can’t quickly count them. 
Write the number on a piece of paper and keep it hidden. Display the 
container with the items so everyone can see it and ask the students 
to guess how many are inside the container. After each one has had 
time to give his or her guess, show the piece of paper with the num-
ber written on it.

Who actually knew the correct number of items in the jar? 
Encourage response. You all made guesses, but you did not really 
know. I knew because I put them there. There are many questions 
people ask about the universe and how it came to be and how old it 
is. We can wonder (and it is right to think about these complicated 
questions), but we can never know all there is to know about God 
and the universe. You will have many questions about the earth 
when you go to school, watch television or movies, or visit muse-
ums. Scientists who don’t believe in God say things are different 
from what Christians believe. They were not there and they cannot 
show what happened in a laboratory. The only One who was there 
was God and only He knows what took place, how old the earth is, 
and why some things happened. But we have many good reasons to 
accept by faith God created the earth and that He is in control of it.

Today we’ll talk about Noah and the Flood that covered the whole 
earth. Noah had faith in God. At some time in his life, he made a 
decision to believe in God. Even though the people around him did 
not believe in God or follow His ways, Noah chose to believe the God 
who created the world was the one true God and His instructions 
were to be obeyed. Even though we may not have all the answers 
or understand all God does, we know God and His Word are reliable 
and we can trust Him to be in control and do what’s right.

Items Needed: Two pieces of construction paper
 Marker
 Bible

Before class, find and mark Genesis 7 in your Bible. Write the words: 
“Oh, yeah” and “Oh, no!” on separate pieces of construction paper. 
Divide the class into two groups (with each group sitting together), 
assign a phrase to each group, and have one student from each 
group to hold their sign. As you read the story below, pause and 
point to the group whose phrase needs to be inserted into the story.

God made an amazing world (Oh, yeah!) and it was very good. (Oh, 
yeah!) But Adam and Eve disobeyed God and messed things up. 
(Oh, no!) People everywhere were going their own way, refusing to 
follow God’s plan. (Oh, no!) The people were so cruel and violent 
that God was sorry He even made humans. (Oh, no!)

But then God saw one man who was godly. His name was Noah. 
(Oh, yeah!) God talked to Noah and basically said, “The whole 
earth is filled with violence and I am going to destroy it. Build an 
ark because I’m going to bring a flood of water upon the earth and 
destroy everything. Everything that is on the earth will die, except 

Notes
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for you, your wife, your sons, their wives, and pairs of all the ani-
mals.” (Oh, no!) God gave Noah very specific instructions to follow 
and Noah obeyed God and built the ark. (Oh, yeah!)

When it was time, Noah loaded up his family and the exact number 
of animals just like God said. (Oh, yeah!) Listen to what the Bible 
says. Read Genesis 7:11-12 from your Bible. The Bible records the 
history of the world. It is not a fairy tale someone made up. God 
gave it to us so we could know the truth. (Oh, yeah!)

The Bible tells us in the 600th year of Noah’s life on the seventeenth 
day of the second month, all the fountains of the great deep burst 
open and the windows of Heaven poured out rain for forty days and 
forty nights. (Oh, no!) The earth’s crust, deep down in the earth, 
was breaking apart, and water was bursting out. As the earth’s crust 
was breaking up, it was forming volcanoes and making disastrous 
changes. Massive amounts of water carried animals and plants as 
it created landslides destroying everything on the earth. (Oh, no!)

The waters flooded everything on the earth! Even the mountains 
were covered as the ark floated above them. No other air breathing 
creature, absolutely nothing that was not in the ark was left on the 
earth. (Oh, no!)

Do you think Noah thought God forgot about him? (Oh, no!) God did 
not forget about Noah because the Bible says God caused a great 
wind to pass over the earth and the floodwaters began to go down. 
(Oh, yeah!) As the floodwaters went down, the ark rested on the 
mountains of Ararat. Noah, his family, and all the animals were in 
the ark for one year and ten days.

Finally, God instructed every person and every living creature to 
leave the ark. (Oh, yeah!) They saw a completely different earth after 
the flood. The earth was completely changed by the flood. God, the 
creator and ruler of the universe, had judged the earth for its terrible 
wickedness. (Oh, no!) But God had mercy and started once again 
with Noah, his family and the animals. God made a promise, which 
He has kept, that He would never again destroy the entire earth with 
water. As a sign of His promise, He gave the rainbow. (Oh, yeah!)

Items Needed: TE 3-6

Display TE 3-6 and point to the different pictures as you read the 
story.

Jody couldn’t wait! It seemed like the drive took forever, but she and 
her family finally arrived at the Grand Canyon. Jody and her brother, 
Seth, jumped out of the car and ran to the information center with 
their parents close behind.

Jody started reading the first information sign, “The story of the 
Grand Canyon begins almost two billion years ago with the for-
mation of the igneous and metamorphic rocks of the inner gorge. 
Above these old rocks lie layer upon layer of sedimentary rock, 

Notes

TE 3-6

Take Note:
Additional verses used are Genesis 7:19-20; 
Genesis 8:1; and Genesis 8:16-17. They are 
given for your reference purposes.
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Notes each telling a unique part of the environmental history of the Grand 
Canyon region.”

“Two billion years ago!” Jody’s dad laughed. “Who was there?”

“You mean this wasn’t formed slowly over two billion years?” Jody 
asked.

Jody’s dad explained, “That is one theory, but there is a lot of evi-
dence that a worldwide flood changed the earth in catastrophic 
ways and many of the earth’s formations we see today could have 
been formed then. The Bible says there will be people who say the 
earth continues as it has since the beginning of creation. This is 
called uniformitarianism.”

“Uni-what?” Seth asked.

Jody and Seth’s dad explained, “Uniformitarianism is the theory 
that changes in the earth’s crust have resulted from the action of 
continuous and uniform processes. Slowly over time the layers in 
the earth’s crust evolved and formed. But they deliberately forget 
that a worldwide flood changed everything (2 Peter 3:3-6).”

“The Kaibab Limestone, the uppermost layer of rock at Grand 
Canyon, was formed at the bottom of the ocean. Yet today, at the 
top of the Colorado Plateau, the Kaibab Limestone is found at eleva-
tions up to 9,000 feet. How did these sea floor rocks end up at such 
high elevations? A huge amount of water gushing up from the earth 
in the flood would move the tectonic plates and move everything 
around. Rain came from the sky, but the Bible also says the foun-
tains of the earth broke apart and water came from inside the earth. 
There are billions of fossils of sea creatures within the Redwall 
Limestone layers of the Grand Canyon that are more than a mile 
above sea level. How did those get there? Isn’t it likely that these 
would be formed by a massive flow of sediment by moving water . . . 
like during a flood?”

Finally they reached the edge of the canyon and Jody exclaimed, 
“Wow! Dad, you’re right! Maybe it didn’t take a little trickle of water 
millions of years to form the Grand Canyon. Maybe it took a lot of 
water and a short time. The more I learn about God and the more I 
see His creation, the more I say wow!”

Item Needed: TE 3-16
 Calculator

What is 10 + 10? Encourage response. You were able to answer that 
question fairly quickly, but what is 1,958 X 674? Use the calculator 
to quickly discover the answer (1,319,692). The first problem was 
easy, but the second problem was much harder to answer quickly 
(without a calculator). Our minds are limited in what they can do, but 
God is not limited in what He can do. Last week, we learned God 
is powerful and created the universe and keeps it going. Someone 



who can think up and bring into existence everything we see is 
unlimited in what He can do.

Display TE 3-16 and review the application verse by having the stu-
dents say the words with you. There is nothing too difficult or too 
hard for God. We can think and learn and try to understand more 
about God, but we will never be as smart as God. He is the creator 
and ruler of the universe and He has the power to do anything. How 
does knowing this help you? Encourage response. Last week, it was 
suggested for the students to come up with motions for the words to 
help them remember Jeremiah 32:17. Refer to TE 3-16 and repeat the 
words to the verse and the motions together several times.

Items Needed: TE 3-1b
 TE 3-7
 Field Notes ST-2
 Bibles
 Crayons (colors of the rainbow)

Before class, copy Field Notes ST-2 so each student will have one. 
Ask for seven volunteers to read a Bible verse aloud. Always be 
sensitive to the students who don’t read as well so no one is embar-
rassed. Display TE 3-7 and assign the different verses to the students. 
Distribute Field Notes ST-2 and crayons to the students. Have them 
fold along the solid line, and turn to the inside. Have the students 
read the different verses as you refer to them on TE 3-7. After each 
verse is read, ask: What is God’s promise? Have the students color 
the sections on the rainbow on their Field Notes to match TE 3-7.

Red I will make you my child if you receive my Son (John 1:12).
Orange I will never leave you (Hebrews 13:5b).
Yellow I am preparing a place for you in Heaven (John 14:1-3).
Green  I will answer you and show you great things (Jeremiah 

33:3).
Blue  I will make a way for you to escape temptation 

(1 Corinthians 10:13).
Indigo  I will work things together for good (Romans 8:28).
Violet I have plans for you for good and not evil (Jeremiah 29:11).

Display TE 3-1b. Today we learned God is in control. God created and 
is in control of the world He made. No one is as smart as God and 
has all the answers to the complicated questions we might have. 
We will never understand all about God and why He does things, 
but we know He is good. We can always trust Him to keep His Word 
and do what He says He will. He told Noah He was going to destroy 
the earth with a flood and He did. He told Noah He would save his 
family and He did. He told Noah He would never again destroy the 
earth with a worldwide flood and He hasn’t. God is in control. He can 
be trusted. Have the students refer to the Next Step section on their 
Field Notes. Your Next Step is to choose a promise from God (listed 
on the Field Notes) and thank Him for it. End class with a prayer 
thanking God for His many promises and for keeping each one.

68

Field Notes ST-2
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TE 3-7

TE 3-16
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Poster

TE 3-1b



69

THE MORE YOU KNOW

God’s love has been with us since the very beginning. God’s 
love is everlasting (Jeremiah 31:3). Nothing can separate us 
from His love (Romans 8:38-39). God displays His love for us 
through His gift of provision.

When God created Adam and Eve, He gave them everything 
they needed in the Garden of Eden. But they were also given 
a choice to obey or disobey. Sin entered the world. God pun-
ished Adam and Eve, but He continued to love them and pro-
vide for them as they obeyed God’s command to be fruitful and 
multiply (Genesis 1:28).

Today’s lesson focuses on the question: Who Was Cain’s Wife? 
It is important to remind the children that while Cain marry-
ing a close relative is very different from our way of life, it is 
yet another way God loved His people through provision. God 
loves us and provides for us. We must in turn show God love 
through our words and actions.

Special Topic
Lesson 3
May 17, 2020

God Loves Us
TEXT: Genesis 1:26-28; 2:7, 21-23; 3:1-6; 4:1-8

LESSON OBJECTIVE
 Know: God’s love for us is seen throughout the Bible.
 Think:   Remember God loves you, His love is everlasting, and 

nothing can separate us from His love.
 Do:  Show our love for God through our words and actions.

APPLICATION VERSE: Jeremiah 32:17

THEME: Who was Cain’s wife?*

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 1

q		One piece of sandwich bread

q	Two envelopes

q	Two tablespoons of yeast

q	½ cup of warm water

q	Two teaspoons of sugar

q	Spoon

q	Small clear bowl

q	Large clear bowl

Option 2

q	TE 3-8

q	Whiteboard and marker

LEARN
q		Three pieces of poster board 

(or copy paper)

q	Markers

APPLY
q	TE 3-16

RESPOND
q	TE 3-1c

q	Field Notes ST-3

q	Pencils

q	Bible

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Genesis 1:26-28

Day 2—Genesis 4:1-8

Day 3—Genesis 4:10-17

Day 4—Genesis 5:1-5

Day 5—Romans 8:38-39

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.

Take Note:
*The story of Cain provides many opportunities for discussion with regard 
to difficult questions in Scripture. Older students and adults will tackle the 
question: Who was Cain’s wife? Elementary students will study a more age-
appropriate lesson from the life of Cain as they explore Cain’s attitude and 
choices toward God and others. Kids will be challenged to remember God 
loves people even when they make wrong choices and sin.

The reproducible Home Connection sheet provides necessary information to 
help parents keep the conversation going at home this week.
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Option 1

Items Needed: One piece of sandwich bread
 Two envelopes
 Two tablespoons of yeast
 ½ cup of warm water
 Two teaspoons of sugar
 Spoon
 Small clear bowl
 Large clear bowl

Display the piece of bread. Do any of you know the key ingredi-
ent in this piece of bread that makes it light and fluffy? Encourage 
response. Have any of you ever heard of yeast or seen it in the gro-
cery store? Encourage response. Without yeast, this bread would 
be flat. Let’s see how this key ingredient of yeast works. Place 
the smaller bowl inside of the larger bowl. Mix the yeast, water, 
and sugar in the smaller clear bowl. Because this experiment takes 
approximately four minutes for the bubbles to start, do it now before 
sharing more about yeast.

Yeast has only one cell and cannot make its own food. But, when 
the conditions are just right (warmth and food, such as sugar), it 
becomes active. Basically, the yeast will eat the sugar and make 
carbon dioxide and more yeast. The carbon dioxide produced by 
the yeast makes bubbles in the bread dough, making it look like the 
bread we love to eat. Refer to the yeast mixture in the bowl. This key 
ingredient of yeast reminds me of how throughout the Bible there 
are many great things about God. Call out some of the things we 
know about God. Encourage students to name some of the charac-
teristics of God: patience, faithfulness, mercy, etc. Out of all those 
mentioned, the key ingredient is what we will focus on in today’s 
Bible verses—love. Even one of the most familiar verses in the Bible 
John 3:16 tells us why God would send His Son Jesus so we could 
believe in Him and have eternal life. What are the first few words of 
John 3:16? Encourage response. In today’s Bible verses, we will see 
how God continued to love even though people sinned against Him.

Option 2

Items Needed: TE 3-8
 Whiteboard and marker

What is the highest number you can count to? Encourage response. 
Mathematically, the answer to the question is there is no highest 
number. No matter what number you call out, it is possible to go one 
higher. Using your board, draw the number one million (1,000,000). 
What number is on the board? Encourage response. Next add six 
more zeros to form one trillion (1,000,000,000,000). What number is 
this now? Encourage response. Display TE 3-8 and look at the dif-
ferent math terms for higher numbers. A googolplex is the largest 
number with an English name. Have the students repeat that word 
with you. But as you may have guessed, that is still not the largest 

Notes

TE 3-8

Take Note:
The mixture should double in size in about 
15 minutes, and by 30 minutes, it will have 
oozed all into the larger bowl. So, consider 
coming back to the experiment to check its 
progress throughout the lesson.
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number because a person could say “plus one” after it or “I love you 
a googol googolplexes.”

In today’s Bible verses, we will learn and be reminded of the great-
ness of God’s love. His love is forever and ever, that is more than 
googol googolplexes times googol googolplexes. We know it is true 
because God says so in the Bible. Today we are going to read some 
verses that tell of God’s love toward us.

Items Needed: Three pieces of poster board (or copy paper)
 Markers

Before class, write at the bottom of each poster board, the different 
items the students will draw for their scene (see sidebar). To teach 
today’s Bible lesson, the students will assist in drawing three dif-
ferent scenes. For each scene, different things and people are sug-
gested so while teaching, you can simply point to them. Depending 
on the number of students, pick and choose which items to include 
in the scene. So all of the students are working together at the same 
time, divide the students into three groups, giving each group a piece 
of poster board and enough markers.

If you have a large class, distribute copy paper and crayons to the 
students. Assign different scenes for the students to draw, and add 
their pictures to the wall while teaching that scene.

SCENE 1: Display the Scene 1 poster board and point to the different 
pictures as you teach.

Earlier this month, we read from Genesis 1 how God created the 
heavens, the earth, and every living thing. We’ve seen not only how 
He created such amazing beauty and creatures but also how He is 
in control. But God’s favorite came when He created the first man 
and woman.

God created humans in His own image (Genesis 1:27). He formed 
man out of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils and 
Adam came alive (Genesis 2:7). After God created Adam, He saw it 
was not good for him to be alone; he needed a helper in the garden 
of Eden. So God caused Adam to go into a deep sleep and took one 
of Adam’s ribs. God fashioned a woman from the rib He had taken 
and then brought her to Adam (Genesis 2:20-22). He named her Eve.

SCENE 2: Display the Scene 2 poster board and point to the different 
pictures as you teach.

From the beginning, God commanded that any tree in the garden 
could be eaten except one—the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and 
Evil. The result from doing so would be death (Genesis 2:16-17). God 
made the garden of Eden so beautiful and provided everything they 
would ever need. But through this tree, Adam and Eve had a choice 
of whether to obey or disobey God.

Notes

Scenes to be drawn:

Scene 1: Things from creation: animals, sun, 
moon, stars, ocean, plants, the faces of Adam 
and Eve

Scene 2: Tree (with fruit to represent the Tree 
of the Knowledge of Good and Evil); other 
trees, plants, serpent, the faces of Adam and 
Eve

Scene 3: Cain, Abel, vegetable or fruit trees 
and plants, animals (sheep, cows, etc.)

Take Note:
The Bible references are given throughout 
the scenes. They are provided for your use 
especially if there is a question from a stu-
dent on where to find each scene.



72

Later, Satan—in the form of a serpent—came to Eve. He confused 
her and made her doubt what God said about eating from the Tree 
of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. Satan lied when he said she 
would not surely die; in other words, would God really do what He 
said? Satan told her she would be wise like God. Unfortunately, she 
took of the fruit and also gave some to Adam (Genesis 3:1-6).

God punished Adam and Eve for their sin in different ways, but they 
both had to leave the Garden of Eden. Even knowing they would sin 
by disobeying Him, God still created and loved them.

SCENE 3: Display the Scene 3 poster board and point to the different 
pictures as you teach.

Fast forward to when Adam and Eve had a baby named Cain and 
then later another baby named Abel (Genesis 4:1-2a). Just like most 
brothers, they were very different. Abel worked with animals and 
Cain worked with plants. So, when it came to give an offering to 
God, what do you think Abel gave? Encourage response. Yes, he 
gave from the first of his flock and he gave with a good attitude. 
What do you think Cain gave? Encourage response. He gave some 
of the fruit from the ground, but his attitude was bad. The Bible 
doesn’t tell us exactly why, but God was pleased with Abel’s offer-
ing, but He was not with Cain’s. However, it appears Abel wanted 
to please God by giving his best, while Cain just went through the 
motions of what was expected. God warned Cain about his heart, 
and told him if he would do what was right, God would accept his 
offering. If he would not change his attitude, he would be allowing 
sin to come into his life and it would soon control him. The choice 
was Cain’s. What do you think he did? Encourage response. Cain 
was jealous of his brother and became very angry. He became so 
uncontrolled that he murdered his brother (Genesis 4:8). Of course, 
God saw what Cain did and punished him.

Have you ever wondered why God didn’t just give up on people after 
Adam and Eve disobeyed and then Cain murdered his own brother? 
Adam and Eve had other sons and daughters who married and they 
had others sons and daughters. Do you think they always loved and 
obeyed God? No, they didn’t. But because of love, God continued to 
want a relationship with all people, and that includes us!

Today’s complicated question is “Who was Cain’s wife”? The answer 
obviously would have to be someone in his family, whether it was his 
sister or niece because they were the only people living on this earth 
at that time, those related in some way to Cain. There is nothing in 
Scripture to suggest God created other people groups—Adam and 
Eve were it until they had children. During this time of life on earth, 
there were no commands or laws to keep relatives from marrying. 
God gave those laws (in the book of Leviticus) about 2500 years 
after Adam and Eve were created. Because this is a little difficult to 
explain to kids, the focus was mainly on the first family (Adam, Eve, 
Cain, and Abel) and how God never stopped loving them.

Notes
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Notes

Items Needed: TE 3-16

Display TE 3-16 and review the application verse by reading it togeth-
er. Throughout today’s lesson we’ve been looking at God’s love, so 
do you see the word “love” in this verse? Encourage response. The 
actual word love is not written in the verse. But we know it’s there. 
Why would God have created the heavens and earth, every living 
thing, and people without love? We see Him working on behalf of 
His people throughout the Bible.

To help us remember this truth, let’s say the verse together again, 
but let’s add a twist. One of you will turn his or her back away from 
the application verse poster so you cannot see it. Then, I will point 
to a word in the verse. With the student still facing away from the 
application verse poster, we will say the verse together, but when 
we get to that word, we will pause before continuing on. Once we 
have said the verse, the student will tell us what the missing word 
is. Do this several times, allowing different students to participate 
and skipping over different words. End the activity by saying the 
verse together as entire class.

Items Needed: TE 3-1c
 Field Notes ST-3
 Pencils
 Bible

Before class, copy Field Notes ST-3 so each student will have one. 
Display TE 3-1c. Today we learned God loves us. Whether it is the 
first or the millionth time you have heard this truth, I hope you 
never take for granted the greatness of His love for you (Ephesians 
3:18). There will be times you may not feel loved by God, like when 
something bad happens. That is when you must rely on the truths 
from God’s Word.

Read Romans 5:8 aloud to the students. We know that even when 
we hated God and were against Him, He loved us. God did not just 
say, “I love you,” but He proved it when He sent Jesus to take our 
punishment for sin with His death on the cross. He loved us not 
because we were so good, but He loved us even when we were sin-
ners. Turn to the person beside you and tell him or her, “God proved 
He loves you.”

Read Jeremiah 31:3 aloud to the students. We know God’s love is 
everlasting—it will never end. Turn to the person beside you and tell 
him or her, “God is never going to stop loving you.”

Read Romans 8:38-39 aloud to the students. We have the assurance 
that nothing can separate us from God’s love because His love never 
changes. You can’t do anything to make God love you more or less; 

TE 3-16

Application 
Verse 
Poster

TE 3-1c



His love doesn’t change. Turn to the person beside you and tell him 
or her, “God’s love for you never changes.” We are to remember 
God loves you, His love is everlasting, and nothing can separate us 
from His love.

Knowing God loves every single person is very important because 
it should make us want to love and obey Him. Jesus said the great-
est commandment is to love God with all your heart, soul, mind, 
and strength (Mark 12:30). In other words, we are to love God with 
everything in us. As for obedience, Jesus said, If you love me, you 
will keep my commandments (John 14:15). How did Jesus say we 
can prove our love for Him? Encourage response. We do so by obey-
ing Him.

Distribute Field Notes ST-3 and pencils to the students. Have them 
fold along the solid line, and turn to the inside. Allow time for the 
students to unscramble the words. Let’s discover some specific ways 
we can obey God. If you get stumped, a Bible verse is provided for 
you to find the answer.

For your reference, the following are the answers unscrambled:

Ephesians 6:1 Obey parents

Colossians 3:12 Be patient

Matthew 5:44 Love enemies

Ephesians 4:32 Act kind

Ephesians 4:25 Speak truth

Colossians 3:15 Be thankful

Romans 12:18 Live peaceably

Have the students refer to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. 
Your Next Step is to show our love for God through our words and 
actions. Encourage the students to use the different ways they dis-
covered on their Field Notes to show God our love for Him. Close in 
prayer by telling God, “I love You” and thanking Him for His love. 
Pray for you and the students to love and obey God throughout this 
week.
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Notes

Field Notes ST-3

Field Notes ST-3

Splink is a simple way to link your family together spiritually. Through 
FREE weekly emails packed with ideas, Splink helps you and your fam-
ily engage in conversation. Whether it’s making memories or having fun 
together, Splink allows you to capture those teachable moments to im-
press spiritual truths and life lessons on your kids. No matter where you 
are, there’s always time to Splink!

Sign up for Splink at D6family.com/Splink.
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THE MORE YOU KNOW

God is omniscient. He has the quality of knowing everything, and He 
sees everything as well. He sees every sparrow that falls and knows 
the number of hairs on our heads (Matthew 10:29-30). He saw us in 
our mother’s womb (Psalm 139:15-16). He knows our thoughts even 
before we think them (Psalm 139:2). God sees and knows all.

God saw His creation and called it good. God saw Adam and Eve 
when they hid in the garden. He saw the wickedness on earth and the 
need to send the flood. Today’s lesson answers the question: Where 
Did Different Races Come From? As we focus on the Biblical account 
of the Tower of Babel, remind your students that God saw the pride 
and selfishness of the people as they attempted to reach the heavens 
with their tower.

We must be mindful of Satan’s schemes and his desire to deceive us 
and turn us away from God. Just as Hagar knew God saw her, we can 
rest in the truth that He sees us too (Genesis 16:13). He loves us and 
provides for us. We can find peace and comfort in the power, love, 
and provision of God. Even when we choose to stray, He never leaves 
us (Hebrews 13:5). We are always in His sight.

Special Topic
Lesson 4
May 24, 2020

God Sees 
Everything
TEXT: Genesis 11:1-9; Genesis 3:20; Acts 17:26

LESSON OBJECTIVE
 Know:  Different languages and cultures began at the Tower of 

Babel.
 Think:  Remember there is only one race of people.
 Do:   Treat others as the valuable creations made in the image 

of God that they are.

APPLICATION VERSE: Jeremiah 32:17

THEME: Where Did Different Races Come From?

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 1

q			Box of toothpicks

q			Mini-marshmallows

q			Ruler or measuring tape

Option 2

q			TE 3-9

q			Yarn

q			Tape

q			Scissors

LEARN
q			TE 3-10

q			Six boxes

q			Tape

EXPLORE
q			Box of crayons

APPLY
q			TE 3-1d

q			TE 3-16

q			10-15 disposable cups

q			Permanent marker

RESPOND
q			TE 3-11

q			Field Notes ST-4

q			Permanent marker

q			Pencils

q			Bible

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Genesis 3:20

Day 2—Genesis 11:1-4

Day 3—Genesis 11:5-9

Day 4—Acts 17:24-27

Day 5—Psalm 67:4-5

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.

Take Note:
It is important for students to be encouraged to apply God’s Word to their 
lives. Remind the students we are all part of one race created and loved by 
God and we should treat every single person with respect.
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Option 1

Items Needed: Box of toothpicks
 Mini-marshmallows (one bag/group)
 Ruler or measuring tape

To begin, put toothpicks and bags of mini-marshmallows on the 
table. Divide the class into groups of three or four. Tell the students 
their job is to build the tallest tower with the toothpicks and the 
marshmallows. The tower must be able to stand on its own. They 
will have three minutes to complete their building. There is only one 
rule: they must do this without talking to one other. Give them a one-
minute warning before the time is up. Then measure each tower to 
see which group built the tallest one.

Consider taking a picture of the students with their towers before 
moving the towers out of the way or taking them apart. What was 
the hardest part of building the tower? Encourage response. How 
were you able to get each other to do something? Encourage 
response. How would it have been quicker or easier? Encourage 
response. As we look in today’s Bible verses, we will learn about a 
unique tower that showcased the people’s building skills but sadly, 
showed their rejection of God.

Option 2

Items Needed: TE 3-9
 Yarn (One ball/group)
 Tape (one roll/group)
 Scissors

Before class, cut apart the cards from TE 3-9. Be sure you have each 
of the items scattered around your room. Display the pictures and 
words from TE 3-9 to the wall (if it is not feasible to tape the cards 
from TE 3-9 to a wall, attach the cards to a bulletin board, chair, or 
table). Explain that one at a time a student will tape one end of the 
yarn to a card and then find the same object in the room. He or she 
will stretch the yarn across the room to the object, cut the yarn, 
and tape the other end to the actual object. For safety, you should 
be the one to use the scissors to cut the yarn once the object has 
been found. If you have a larger class, divide the students into small 
groups and give each group a card.

When all the words have been attached to the objects, carefully take 
them apart but as you do, connect the activity to today’s Bible theme. 
Did you know any of the words from the different languages given? 
Encourage response. How many languages would you guess there 
are in this world? Encourage response. According to the Linguistic 
Society, there is no definitive count of the number of languages 
spoken throughout the world. But as of about ten years ago, at 
least a portion of the Bible had been translated into 2,508 different 
languages. However some say it is actually translated into over 
6,900 distinct languages. Have any of you ever wondered why we 
have so many different languages and where they came from? The 

Notes

TE 3-9

Desk: Escritorio (Spanish)

Pen: Gangbi (Chinese)

Chair: Sedia (Italian)

Bible: Bibel (German)

Book: Kniga (Russian)

Shoe: Xie (Chinese)

Trashcan: Poubelle (French)

Crayon: Buntstift (German)



77

Bible verses from Genesis 11 that we will study today will help us 
discover the answer.

Items Needed: TE 3-10
 Six boxes (varying sizes)
 Tape

Before class, cut apart the pictures from TE 3-10. Stack the boxes so 
they build a tower. As you teach the lesson, allow different students 
to attach the corresponding picture from TE 3-10 to a box. Another 
option is to attach the pictures from TE 3-10 to the different boxes 
and allow the students to choose the correct one and build the tower 
as you teach the lesson.

Refer to the picture or box with TE 3-10a. Earlier this month, we 
looked at the Bible truths about creation in Genesis chapter 1 that 
show us the power of God to create and to be in control.

Refer to the picture or box with TE 3-10b. We also learned how much 
God loves people as He created Adam and Eve and they started the 
first family (Cain and Abel) in Genesis 4. Did God see all that hap-
pened to this first family? Encourage response. Yes, He did.

Refer to the picture or box with TE 3-10c. Last week we learned the 
earth was populated with many people, but they rejected God as the 
One who created and loved them. Did God see all this? Encourage 
response. Of course He did. So God sent a flood and spared only 
Noah and his family, according to Genesis 7-9.

Refer to the picture or box with TE 3-10d. Today we fast-forward 
years and years later to Genesis 11. God’s Word states everyone 
on this earth spoke one language and the people settled in a land 
called Shinar. (This is now part of the modern day country of Iraq.) 
Then, the people said to one another, “Let’s make bricks and mortar 
to build a city and a tower to reach the heavens.” Notice God was 
not included in their plans. Did God see this? Encourage response. 
This was not God’s purpose for their lives—certainly not the pride 
and selfishness they showed in wanting to make an important name 
for themselves so they wouldn’t be scattered throughout the earth.

Although this chapter does not give a particular person’s name lead-
ing this enormous construction project, we can be certain Satan was 
behind it all. He started with the first man and woman, Adam and 
Eve, and continues today to turn people away from worshiping and 
obeying God. With this tower, they would have their own power 
and influence. It would unite them because no one would want to 
leave this great city with its tall tower. Did God see this? Encourage 
response. Do you think the people in the Bible story thought they 
could hide from God in the city or inside a mighty tower? Encourage 
response.

Refer to the picture or box with TE 3-10e. God saw what they were 
doing and He was not pleased (Genesis 11:5-6). God saw the people 
with their one language united in this building plan instead of 
spreading out across the earth as He commanded. He would stop 

Notes

Take Note:
If it is not convenient to bring larger boxes to 
build a tall tower, start building the tower on 
a desk or table to make it appear taller.

TE 3-10
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them before they caused more trouble. He confused their language 
so they were unable to understand one another (Genesis 11:7). Can 
you imagine trying to work together but not being able to because 
you cannot understand each other? The people finally decided to 
stop building the tower. God named the place Babel, which means 
confusion. God scattered the people throughout all the parts of the 
whole earth.

Items Needed: Box of crayons

Today’s complicated question is “Where did different races come 
from?” God created only one race, one people. Acts 17:26 says God 
made every nation on earth from one man—one blood. So, if we are 
all descendants of Adam and Eve, we should all look pretty much 
the same, right? How can we explain all the differences in people?

Today we learned that as a consequence of Babel, the people groups 
scattered to different parts of the earth. They became isolated from 
the others and married and had children within their own group. 
As the years passed, each group developed its own ways of doing 
things and its own language. People adapted to their surroundings 
and even certain physical traits became more developed in each 
group. Different features such as skin color, straight or curly hair, 
thickness of lips, shape of the eyelids, and more would have devel-
oped in the isolated people groups over many generations.

Instead of giving God glory for the differences between us, we some-
times judge or think we are better than another group. Display the 
box of crayons. Just as there are many different colors in a crayon 
box, they are all crayons made for a purpose. All people are humans, 
but we are just different in a few external characteristics and the 
way we live. The Bible often talks about different people groups, but 
never does it mean that one person is better than another. We were 
all created the same and for a purpose. Whether someone lives in 
the jungle, on a mountain, in a hut, or in a mansion, he or she was 
created by God to have a relationship with Him.

Items Needed: TE 3-1d
 TE 3-16
 10-15 disposable cups (Foam, plastic, or paper)
 Permanent marker

Before class, divide the application verse into the preferred amount 
of cups and write the appropriate number of words on each one. 
Display TE 3-1d. Today we learned God sees everything. As we focus 
on this phrase, it may seem impossible for God to see everything 
that everyone is doing. God is in Heaven, which makes it seem like 
He is too far away to see everything. And with all God does, it may 
seem He is too busy to see everything. But our application verse 

Notes

Take Note:
10 cups are needed for a small pyramid and 
15 are needed for a larger one. Ten cups will 
have a base of four cups, then three cups, 
two cups and one. Fifteen cups will have a 
base of five cups, then four cups, three cups, 
two and one.

Also, be sure to write the words so when the 
cups are stacked, the words are visible and 
not upside down.

Foam cups can easily be written on with 
ink pen or marker, whereas you need a 
permanent marker for plastic cups. If you 
have a large number of students, it will be 
advantageous to have two sets of cups with 
the application verse words and divide them 
accordingly.
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reminds us of the truth there is nothing too difficult for God to do. 
Display TE 3-16 and review the application verse with the students by 
saying it together. The God who created the heavens and the earth 
with His power is the same God who sees everything we do.

Two options are available for you to choose to do with your class. 
The first is for a student to stack the cups in the correct order of the 
application verse. The second option is to let the students do this as 
a team effort. Make sure the students can see the verse on TE 3-16 so 
they can refer back to it as needed. But with either option, all of the 
students should recite the application verse as you point to the cups 
(to be sure they are in the correct order). Repeat the activity several 
times. The activity can even be a timed process. How long does it 
take the volunteer or team to stack the cups in the correct order of 
the verse? Can they beat the previous time? End the class by saying 
the words to the verse together.

Items Needed: TE 3-11
 Field Notes ST-4
 Permanent marker
 Pencils
 Bible

Before class, copy Field Notes ST-4 so each student will have one. 
Also find and mark the verses in a Bible. God sees and knows every-
thing, that’s why He is God. Sometimes we think because we cannot 
see God, He cannot see us, kind of like the game of Hide and Seek. If 
the people thought they could hide from God in their city or tower, 
they were very wrong. God is in charge of the world and He sees 
all that people do. We all can trace our ancestry back to our original 
family member—Adam. As descendants of Adam, we are all sinners. 
As sinners, we cannot hide our sin from God.

Sometimes we are proud like the people building the tower. Pride 
was the first sin. It is such a terrible thing because it keeps you from 
God. People who are filled with pride do not even see their need to 
ask God for forgiveness. They want their own way. Their eyes are 
on themselves and what they want. Pride caused Satan to rebel 
against God and since then he wants people to rebel against God. 
Pride also causes us to think we are better than other people—if 
they don’t look like we do, dress like we do, or talk like we do. What 
are some things we might do if we think we are better that another 
person? Encourage response. This is wrong. And just like God was 
not pleased with the people who tried to build the tower, He is not 
pleased with us. So what can we do when we sin and want our own 
way? Let’s look at some Bible verses to see what we can do about 
our sin.

Distribute Field Notes ST-4 and pencils to the students. Have them 
fold along the solid line, and turn to the inside. Do any of you remem-
ber what sin is? Encourage response. Display TE 3-11. Sin is any-
thing you think, say, or do that goes against God’s way. How can we 
learn how to follow God’s way? Encourage response. We can learn 
by reading His Word, the Bible.

Field Notes ST-4

TE 3-11

TE 3-16

Application 
Verse 
Poster

TE 3-1d



Have a student read Romans 6:23 that is marked in your Bible. 
According to Romans 6:23, what does sin do? Encourage response. 
Write Sin separates in the green rectangle on TE 3-11. Have the stu-
dents write the words in the rectangle on their Field Notes. Explain 
how some versions say “death,” which means a separation from 
God. (This is important to explain because each student knows he or 
she has sinned and has not dropped dead, if taken literally.)

Have a student read 1 Peter 5:8 that is marked in your Bible. 
According to 1 Peter 5:8, what can help us remember the dangers of 
sin? Encourage response. Write Satan destroys on the broken heart 
on TE 3-11. Have the students write the words in the broken heart 
on their Field Notes. Satan wants to destroy your relationship with 
God. God knows and wants what is best for you but Satan wants 
to destroy God’s people. He tempts people to go against God. God 
wants us to love others, but Satan tempts us to treat others with 
disrespect. God wants us to tell all people about Jesus, but Satan 
tempts us to not care about others.

Have a student read 1 John 1:9 that is marked in your Bible. 
According to 1 John 1:9, what does God do when we confess our 
sin? Encourage response. Write God forgives on the cross on TE 
3-11. Have the students write the words in the cross shape on their 
Field Notes. Why do you think the cross shape is given for this 
verse? Encourage response. God forgives us not because of who we 
are, but because of what Jesus did for us on the cross by taking our 
punishment for sin. Just as we are all sinners because of Adam’s 
sin, all people can be forgiven because of Jesus’ sacrifice. If your 
students are not familiar with what the word confess means, explain 
it as agreeing with God that what you did was sin. You are willing to 
not only agree with God that it was sin, but also repent, which means 
to turn away from it. Some students may dismiss some sins, such as 
treating others with unkindness, as not so bad, but it is sin.

God loves every person and wants what is best for all of us. The 
people in our lesson turned away from God and toward their own 
selfish desires. We can learn from the pride they demonstrated 
when building the great tower. We need to keep pride out of our 
lives by keeping our focus on God. When we do that, we remember 
each person is a human created by God and loved by Him. Have the 
students refer to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your 
Next Step is to treat others as the valuable creation made in the 
image of God that they are.
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Notes

Field Notes ST-4

Are you on Facebook? Join the D6 Curriculum Teachers group, a place of 
community for you to share stories, ask questions, get advice, and engage in 
conversations with other D6 curriculum teachers.
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THE MORE YOU KNOW

We have talked about our powerful, sovereign, loving, and 
all-seeing God in our lessons this month. The theme for to-
day’s lesson is God is Amazing. God and His creations are truly 
amazing, and today’s lesson will help us see that as we answer 
our final complicated question: What Does the Bible Say About 
Dinosaurs?

Creationists believe God created dinosaurs when He created 
the other land animals (Genesis 1:25). Noah most likely took 
dinosaurs, which were not fully grown, on the ark. And the 
book of Job records an account of a creature referred to as 
Behemoth, perhaps the largest land animal created since it is 
described as “chief of the ways of God” (Job 40:19).

The attributes of God are gracious and amazing. The acts of 
God are miraculous and amazing. God is worthy of our praise 
and deserves our complete trust. As we ponder on the won-
ders of God’s creations, we must respond with gratitude and 
awe. We serve a God with wisdom beyond our understanding 
and a love that is everlasting!

Special Topic
Lesson 5
May 31, 2020

God Is Amazing!
TEXT: Genesis 1:20-25; 7:1-4; Job 40:15-24; 41:1-34

LESSON OBJECTIVE
 Know:  God created dinosaurs and they were living creatures that 

roamed the earth.
 Think:   The evidence of fossils validates the biblical account of 

the Flood.
 Do:   Praise God for His amazing creations, especially dino-

saurs.

APPLICATION VERSE: Jeremiah 32:17

THEME: What Does the Bible Say About Dinosaurs?

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 1

q			Paper plates

q			Colored pencils

Option 2

q			TE 3-12

LEARN
q			TE 3-13

q			A teenager or adult to partici-
pate in the interview

q			Lab coat

EXPLORE
q			TE 3-14

q			Field Notes ST-5

q			Pencils

q			Bibles

APPLY
q			TE 3-1e

q			TE 3-16

q			Balloons

q			Trash bag

RESPOND
q			TE 3-15

q			Field Notes ST-5

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Genesis 1:20-25

Day 2—Job 40:15-19

Day 3—Job 41:1-5

Day 4—Job 41:15-21

Day 5—Job 41:25-29

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.
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Option 1

Items Needed: Paper plates (one plate/student, plus one for you)
 Colored pencils

Having the students attempt to draw a dinosaur on their plate 
on their head creates an equal playing field and a fun reaction. 
Distribute a paper plate and the colored pencils to each student. 
Explain and demonstrate how each person will put the paper plate 
on top of his or her head and use the colored pencil to draw any type 
of dinosaur. The plate has to stay on top of the students’ heads until 
they are completely finished. When everyone is done and, if time 
permits, allow the students to name their new design of dinosaur 
(Bumpasaurus, Headless Rex, etc.).

Today we will answer the question “What does the Bible say about 
dinosaurs?” God created every living thing, so the designs of His 
dinosaurs were as special and unique. Although we will be learning 
a lot about dinosaurs, our focus will be on how God is amazing to 
have created such creatures.

Option 2

Items Needed: TE 3-12

Before class, cut apart the strips from TE 3-12. These fun facts will 
allow the students to draw the answer on their partner’s back. Divide 
the students into pairs.

One student from each pair will come to the front. Stop and let one 
student from each pair come to you. I am going to ask a question 
about a fact related to dinosaurs to everyone. Then I will show the 
answer to the students who are by me. Each answer will be a num-
ber. The students up here are not allowed to speak, say the number, 
or give any hints to their partner. Have the students who know the 
answer return to their partners. When I say go, your partner will use 
his or her finger to trace the number of the answer on the back of 
his or her partner. If you think you know the correct number of the 
answer, raise your hand and tell me what it is. If it is the correct 
number, you and your partner will receive a point. If it is wrong, the 
game continues until one of the pairs correctly guesses the number. 
For the next question, the other person in each pair will come for-
ward and we will repeat the activity. Either do all six questions or 
choose a few to do depending on your time.

These facts and other facts we will learn throughout the lesson are 
very interesting about dinosaurs. Today we will discover what hap-
pened to the dinosaurs. We will also focus on our amazing God who 
is the creator of all living things.

Notes

TE 3-12

Take Note:
The paper plates were recommended 
because a regular sheet of paper would be 
too thin and the pencil would probably go 
through it.
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Items Needed: TE 3-13
 A teenager or adult to participate in the interview
 Lab coat (optional)

Before class, ask a teenager or adult to role-play a scientist. Give 
him or her a copy of TE 3-13b to study ahead of time. Also cut apart 
the questions from TE 3-13a to distribute to the students. Allow the 
students to ask the questions in order.

When did dinosaurs live? Most evolutionists say dinosaurs lived and 
died about 65 million years ago. Creationists believe dinosaurs were 
created on day six, as were other land animals (Genesis 1:20-25).

Who first called them dinosaurs and who discovered them? In the 
1820s, Gideon Mantell, an English doctor, found some unusual teeth 
and bones in a quarry. He believed he had found a different species 
of reptiles and by 1841 had uncovered nine different types, includ-
ing two called Megalosaurus and Iguanodon. At this time, a famous 
British scientist and creationist, Dr. Richard Owen coined the name 
dinosaurian, meaning “terrible lizard.”

Does the Bible talk about dinosaurs? Many people think so. In Job 
40:15-24, God describes to Job a great beast with which Job was 
familiar. This great animal, called behemoth is perhaps the big-
gest land animal God had created. The descriptions of its tail as 
a cedar tree would actually fit the description of a dinosaur like 
a Brachiosaurus. In Job 41, God describes an animal called levia-
than that lives in the sea. It has impenetrable armor scales, great 
strength, jaws as large as doors, and terrifying teeth. This descrip-
tion fits the plesiosaurs and its family.

Did Noah take dinosaurs on the ark? The Bible says Noah took two of 
every kind of land animal. So, yes, Noah took dinosaurs on the ark. 
Some think dinosaurs would be too big to go on the ark. Dinosaurs 
were many different sizes. Some were as small as a chicken or even 
smaller and some were huge. Noah may have taken ones that were 
not fully-grown since reptiles continue to grow as long as they live. 
There would have been room on this big boat for dinosaurs.

Why are there all these fossils of dinosaurs and other animals? Most 
of the time when an animal dies, other animals eat its body or it rots 
and turns to dust. So normally, there are not fossils when an animal 
dies. The animals—dinosaurs and all living animals—that were not 
on the ark drowned. They would have been covered with tons of 
mud as the water covered the land. Because of this quick burial, they 
would have been preserved as fossils. The great tidal waves swept 
back and forth laying and relaying all the loose materials in a series 
of layers. Over time, these layers hardened by pressure and heat and 
became the solid form they are now.

What happened to the dinosaurs? Are there any dinosaurs living 
now? Since evolutionists believe dinosaurs ruled the world and 
died out before man ever evolved, they really do not know what 
happened to the dinosaurs. Since we believe that Noah took the 

Notes

TE 3-13a

TE 3-13b
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dinosaurs on the ark, they would have lived in the time after the 
flood. Many creationists believe that “many animals” (including 
dinosaurs) found the new world to be much different from the one 
before the Flood. The group of animals we now call dinosaurs just 
happened to die out too. In fact, quite a number of animals become 
extinct each year. Extinction seems to be the rule in earth history, 
not the formation of new types of animals you would expect from 
evolution.

Have the students thank your guest and applaud him or her for visit-
ing.

Items Needed: TE 3-14
 Field Notes ST-5
 Pencils
 Bibles

Before class, copy Field Notes ST-5 so each student will have one. 
God gave Job two examples of fierce beasts, the behemoth and 
leviathan, both of which were under God’s power (Job 40:15-24; 
41:1-34). God controls all living things and they listen to Him. 
Different people have different opinions about who these animals 
were. Display TE 3-14. The behemoth was “chief of the ways of 
God” and was probably a very large animal that no longer lives on 
the earth. God described the behemoth’s strength and power. God 
was describing animals that actually lived on the earth with man, 
so this was a real animal. Whatever animal described here in Job 
was made by God and under His great power. Let’s learn some more 
about the behemoth.

Distribute Field Notes ST-5, pencils, and Bibles to the students. 
Have them fold along the solid line, and turn to the inside. Have the 
students find Job 40:15-19 in their Bibles and allow time for them 
to answer the questions. Read the questions and make sure the 
students have the correct answers. The behemoth ate grass. It was 
strong in its hips, stomach, and bones. Its tail was like cedar. Some 
people think the behemoth might have been an elephant or a hip-
popotamus, but neither of them have a large tail like a cedar. What 
do you think verse 19 means? Encourage response. The behemoth 
was an example of God’s greatness, but God can control it. Read 
Job 40:23-24 aloud to the students. The behemoth was a fearless and 
confident animal. If time allows, allow different students to read the 
facts on the right side of the Field Notes.

FACT: Not all dinosaurs were large (some were as small as chickens), 
but scientists have found fossils of large dinosaurs that may have 
weighed up to 100 tons. A large elephant weighs about 7½ tons.

FACT: No one knows why dinosaurs became extinct, but it is not 
unusual for different species of animals to die out. In 1800, billions of 
passenger pigeons darkened the skies as they flew over. Passenger 

Notes

TE 3-14

Field Notes ST-5
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Notes pigeons are now extinct, and the body of the last one that died has 
been stuffed and is at the Smithsonian Institute in Washington, D.C.

What do you think? Could the behemoth have been a dinosaur? 
Encourage response. Evolutionists believe dinosaurs ruled the earth 
140 million years ago, but say they died out about 65 million years 
ago. However, scientists dig up bones and they only can guess when 
they might have lived because their bones do not have labels telling 
when they lived. Many creationists believe dinosaurs were created 
on the sixth day of creation and lived alongside man. Fossils have 
been found showing dinosaur and human prints together.

Items Needed: TE 3-1e
 TE 3-16
  Balloons (one balloon/two students, plus a few 

extras)
 Trash bag

Before class, blow up and tie the balloons. You may want to place 
them in trash bag to keep them from distracting the students. Display 
TE 3-1e. God is amazing. Today we learned about one of the many 
reasons God is amazing. He created the many different dinosaurs 
that roamed the earth. Display TE 3-16 and review the application 
verse with the students. What does this verse tell us about our amaz-
ing God? Allow time for student responses. God created everything 
that exists by His great power. Nothing is too hard for God—He does 
awesome works.

Have the students find a partner. Give each pair a balloon (and 
instruct them to bat the balloon back and forth while saying the 
verse. The first person will say the first word and bat the balloon to 
his or her partner who will say the next word. They will continue bat-
ting the balloon back and forth until the entire verse is completed. 
Allow the students to refer to TE 3-16, if needed. Repeat the activity 
several times before placing the balloons back into the trash bag. Say 
the application verse together as a class to end the activity.

Items Needed: TE 3-15
 Field Notes ST-5

Before class, copy TE 3-15 so each student will have one. Divide the 
students into three groups with each group sitting together. Assign 
each group a number (1, 2, or 3) and have each group read the words 
of praise as indicated on TE 3-15. All should clap in unison at the 
end of each stanza. Read it slowly at first and then read it a couple 
of times more with meaning as they get familiar with it. Reading in 
groups helps those who don’t read as well.

TE 3-15

TE 3-16

Application 
Verse 
Poster

TE 3-1e



Group 1: Shout joyful praises to God!
Group 2: Sing about His mighty name!
Group 3: Tell the world how great He is.
ALL: Clap! Clap! Clap!

Group 2: God, Your works are awesome!
Group 3: Everything on earth will worship You.
Group 1: They will sing your praises.
ALL: Clap! Clap! Clap!

Group 3: You placed the world on its foundation.
Group 1: You clothed the earth with floods of water.
Group 2: At your command, the water fled.
ALL: Clap! Clap! Clap!

Group 1: You send rain from Your heavenly home.
Group 2: For all the animals.
Group 3: You give food to both animals and people.
ALL: Clap! Clap! Clap!

Group 2: You made the moon to mark the seasons.
Group 3: And the sun knows when to set.
Group 1: You send the darkness and it becomes night.
ALL: Clap! Clap! Clap!

God created everything, including dinosaurs. They existed alongside 
human beings. But because of the Flood and the post-Flood condi-
tions, dinosaurs became extinct. But they did exist and God created 
them along with all the other creatures that walked the earth with 
Adam and Eve. Have the students refer to the Next Step section on 
their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to praise God for His amazing 
creations.
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Field Notes ST-5
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