CELEBRATE WONDER

Honor the spiritual life of children—
their natural sense of awe, wonder, imagination, and curiosity—
and help shape their growing faith with Celebrate Wonder.
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Quarterly Leader Guides and Student Activity Sheets

With this new quarterly curriculum, leaders will guide
children through engaging experiences, spiritual
practices, and opportunities for reﬂection, giving them
a safe space to ask big questions and helping them
claim their spiritual identity as children of God. Kids will
connect with their Creator and invite God’s presence into
their daily lives as they learn to express their faith through
everyday interactions with the world around them, by
how they treat others and care for all of God’s creation.

Quarterly
DVDs

Annual Music CD

Celebrate Wonder Components
Quarterly
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•
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•
•

Leader Guide
Activity Sheets
Class Pack
Family Activity Book
DVD

Annual

• Annual Music CD

PENTECOST

Age Groupings

ACTS 2:1-41

It was Pentecost, and the followers of
Jesus were all together. Suddenly, a
sound like wind filled the room. The
disciples looked around and saw little
flames of fire on each of them. It was the
Holy Spirit—God’s Spirit that would be
with them always. They were surprised.

• Ages 3–5
• Ages 6–8
• Age 9+

People outside the house heard the
noise. “What is happening?” the people
wondered. Peter told them: “God has
sent the Holy Spirit to us.
The people listened to Peter. Peter told
the people about God’s love shown
through Jesus.

WONDER:
How do you think the Holy Spirit
might visit you today?

SPIRITUAL PRACTICE
use the word “spirit” to
FAITH WORD We
describe God’s presence,

Spirit
`

that guides, comforts, and
strengthens us. Sometimes
we call it the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is one way we
can feel God’s love. The Holy
spirit is like your breath. You
can feel it but you cannot see
it. The Holy Spirit is one way
we can feel God’s love. Hold
your hand up and blow on it.

Feel the warmth and the air
on your skin. Anytime you
need to remember God is with
you, you can do this practice.
The Holy Spirit is always
present and wraps each of you
in warmth and love.
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Celebrate Wonder
Bible Storybook
for classroom
and families

9

New Resource!

Quarterly Family Activity Books
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LESSON OUTLINE
Overview
The overall goal of the Deep Blue Leader Guide is to equip and empower the adults in such a way that
they can easily and effectively engage and interact with children. In doing so, you can support and care for
all of your children as they deepen their faith, learn the Bible stories, and explore their commitment to
God through Jesus Christ.

Using This Leader Guide
Before You Teach
Beginning with the Leader Guide, each session
offers a “Before You Teach” to help the facilitator
prepare for the lesson, better understand the
biblical background, and learn how the children will
be invited into the Bible story.
Lesson Flow
The flow of the lesson gives volunteers and
facilitators options to choose what best fits for you
and your church setting. You may choose one of the
activities separated by the “OR” or you can choose
to do them all. All lessons include various learning
styles, age-appropriate ideas and activities, and
helps deepen the children’s understanding of core
biblical stories.
New concepts to a Deep Blue lesson include a time
for sacred conversations and intentional transitions.
Sacred Conversations
is an opportunity for children and adults together to
wonder and explore. It helps create deeper
conversations about life and faith, and builds
relationships.
Transitions
are an important way to help children move from
one activity to the next one. Each age level has
created age-appropriate transitions as an
intentional way to help the children easily shift their
attention to a new part of the lesson.
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RESOURCES
Core Resources
Bible Story Sheets
Fourteen sheets, one for each
session. These sheets include an
interactive Bible story on one side
and faith development ideas for
parents on the other. The
Preschool Bible Story Sheets
include stickers.

Activity Sheets
Fourteen activities, one for each
session. For Preschool and Early
Elementary, these are simple cutand-paste types of activities. For
Middle and Older Elementary, they
are puzzles and journal pages. All
activities relate to the Bible
message.

Class Kit
This class resource includes the
Attendance Chart, colorful
pictures, posters, games, and
storytelling figures for each
quarter. Each item is designed to
enhance the class experience with
the Bible story.

Lesson-enhancing Resources
Deep Blue Adventure DVD
The Adventure DVD contains
• fourteen episodes that tell the
Bible story in 3-D and 2-D
animation
• monthly Bible verse videos that
help the children learn the Bible
verses
• four music videos with music
written by award-winning
musician Dennis Scott
• a unit Bible quiz to review each
quarter’s Bible stories with the
children
Deep Blue Annual Music CD
The official Deep Blue Annual
Music CD contains 13 songs that
were written specifically for Deep
Blue.
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Deep Blue Bible Storybook
The children in your life are sure to
love the new Deep Blue Bible
Storybook. It tells 146 Bible stories
in a way that young children
understand. It has fun, bright
illustrations sure to captivate! The
Bible Storybook is organized in a
way that helps children begin to
learn the books of the Bible and
practice beginning Bible skills. Plus,
there are tips for adults, wonder
questions for kids to help your
child experience the story, and
prayers and songs to deepen the
faith of your young child.
Deep Blue Bible Dictionary
Make reading the Bible a little
easier for your 7- to 12-year-old
children with the Deep Blue Kids
Bible Dictionary. They’ll not only
learn the pronunciation and
meaning of names, places, and
events; colorful artwork will help
them better understand the
activities, occupations, and living
conditions of those who lived in
Bible lands.

CEB Deep Blue Kids Bible
Kids will dive deep into God’s Word
with the CEB Deep Blue Kids Bible.
This engaging, interactive Bible
offers four-color icons and
illustrations throughout with a
wealth of notes, devotionals, Bible
trivia, and other interactive
elements to capture inquisitive
young minds. Plus, the CEB Deep
Blue Kids Bible will encourage a
thirst for God’s timeless message
as young readers join three lifelike
kids in discovering the Bible and
what it means to their lives.

Resources are available in Braille
on request.
Contact:
Braille Ministry
c/o Donna Veigel
10810 N. 91st Avenue #96
Peoria, AZ 85345
(623-979-7552)
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PHILOSOPHY
B.L.U.E.
e with God
• Develop the sense that God is always with you.
• Feel awe and wonder of God’s mighty acts.
• Know that God loves you and offers you grace.

ove God and neighbor
• Show love to family and friends.
• Value the diversity among persons, recognizing the contributions that the variety of gifts,
cultures, and physical abilities make to the community.
• Participate in service projects appropriate to age levels and abilities.

nderstand yourself as a child of God
• Develop self-esteem and know that you are worthy of love and care.
• Join with others to worship God.
• Develop a sense of belonging to the faith community.

xplore faith and the Bible
• Investigate, experience, and question your faith.
• Find guidance for disciplines of prayer and Bible reading.
• Grow in your understanding of the relationship between the Bible message
and your own relationship with God.
• Explore the meaning of commitment to God through Jesus.
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SUPPLIES
The Basics
Here are some basic supplies you will need to have available almost every Sunday.

box of tissues

DVD player

card stock

glue, gluesticks

CD player

hand-washing
supplies

chenille stems (variety
of colors)
colored copy paper
colored tissue paper
colored pencils
computer & printer
construction paper
cotton balls
cotton swabs
crayons

index cards
lunch-sized paper
bags

paper or plastic table
coverings

ribbon (variety of
widths)

paper bowls

scissors (adult and
safety)

paper cups

smocks

paper plates (variety
of sizes and weights)

stapler, staples

paper punch

stickers

paper towels

tape (clear, masking)

pencils

washable paint

plastic containers for
paint and/or water

watercolor paints

napkins
offering basket

posterboard

paintbrushes

projector or television

paper clips

resealable plastic
bags

markers (watercolor
and permanent)
mural paper

wet wipes
wooden craft sticks
yarn

Beyond the Basics
Sometimes an activity might use a supply that is not on the basic supply list. When that happens, the
supply will be listed on the first page of the session.

Digital Resources
Deep Blue Adventures App
A great tool for continued faith
learning at home! The app includes
a parental dashboard feature, as
well as videos and customizable
avatars.

deepbluekids.com
Find the ASL for the quarterly Bible
verses, teacher helps, parent helps,
training videos, extra coloring
sheets, and more—all free at our
website!

Check out deepbluekids.com and
follow us on social media
(@deepbluekids) to connect with
other leaders, download additional
content, and stay up to date on all
the Deep Blue news.

NOTE: Websites are constantly changing. Although the websites recommended in this resource were checked at the time this unit was
developed, we recommend that you double-check all sites to verify that they are still live and that they are still suitable for children before
doing the activity.

Preschool
Spring 2020

Permission is granted to duplicate this page for local church use only. © 2019 Cokesbury

–6–

Leader Guide
deepbluekids.com

1. Jesus Teaches

(Matthew 5:1-9)

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
(John 13:14)

PLAN
Session Outline

Supplies

1. Gather

3. Respond

Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television

Greeting

Lenten Box

Flower Picture

Happy Hop

Lenten Promise Poster

Loving God,
Loving Neighbor

or projector and screen | Offering basket |
Crayons or markers (esp. purple) | Scissors |
Glue | Construction paper | Tape | Purple
yarn | Mural paper

Transition to Explore

Transition to Bless

2. Explore
Sacred Conversations

Gather: No additional supplies

4. Bless

Hear and See the Bible
Story

Inviting

Interact with the Bible
Story

Blessing

Respond: White box | Purple glitter tape

At Home with God

or purple ribbon | Purple streamers

Explore: Cloth

Praising

Say the Bible Verse
Transition to Respond

Bless: Small container of oil | Purple
streamers

Before You Teach
The Beatitudes are well-known among Christians. We hear them recited from an early age and may
even have memorized them as children. The Beatitudes are found in the Bible in Matthew 5:1-9.
When Jesus taught about how to live right with God, he ran up against people who had opposing
beliefs. The same thing happens today. Jesus teaches us the right way to live a happy life; our culture
tells us we need to live another way. Things are not important to Jesus. The relationships you share
and the love you share are the right way to share—not the accumulation of things or caring only for
oneself. In the Beatitudes, Jesus tells us that if we live as God wants us to, we will be blessed and
happy. Jesus’ words sounded radical then, and they sound radical today.
The Greek word makarios is often translated as “blessed.” Makarios refers to a person being
fortunate or happy because of their circumstances. Some Bibles use the word blessed, and some use
the word happy. Neither word seems appropriate when you consider that most of the people Jesus
refers to as happy are unfortunate and, therefore, not usually happy. In the use of the word happy,
the Common English Bible (CEB) wants to emphasize that contentment and happiness can be found in
the darkest of circumstances.
Small children are concrete thinkers. They will have trouble understanding the abstract concepts of
the Beatitudes. Instead, focus on the idea that Jesus was a special teacher who taught about God’s
love. God’s love means even when things go wrong or are hard for us, God is with us.
What does happiness look like to you? Do any of the Beatitudes’ verses align with your idea of
happiness? If so, which one(s)? Which one is the hardest for you to align with your idea of happiness?
Spend time in prayer or quiet meditation.
Preschool
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1. Jesus Teaches

(Matthew 5:1-9)

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
(John 13:14)

GATHER
Greeting
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or 16 & 17) at eye level.
• Play, “A Whole New Level of Love” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child with a greeting
ritual.
• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table.
• Help each child put a Jesus attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance Chart.
SAY: Today our Bible story is about Jesus teaching the Beatitudes to the people. Jesus used the
Beatitudes to help people know the way God wanted them to live.
TIP: Welcome each child with a special handshake. You might give the child a high five, fist bump, or
thumb bump. Make this a greeting ritual each week.

A—Flower Picture (Activity Sheets)
Before class: Punch out the pieces for “Peacemaker Flower” (Activity Sheets—p. 3) for each child.
• Help each child follow the instructions to make the flower.
SAY: In one of the Beatitudes, Jesus said happy people make peace with other people.
ASK: What do you think making peace feels like?
OR

B—Lenten Promise Poster (Art)
Before class: Photocopy “Lenten Promise Poster” (Leader Guide—p. 12) for each child. Make one extra
photocopy to be used in the Respond session.
SAY: Today is the first Sunday in Lent. Lent is a time of getting closer to God before Easter. One way to
get closer to God during Lent is to pray. The church color for Lent is purple.
• Have each child color the Lenten Promise Poster and tape the purple yarn to the back of the poster
for hanging.
• Let each child add the six Lenten Stickers (Bible Story Sheets) to the poster.
SAY: Take your Lenten Promise Poster home to help you remember to be a peacemaker.
ASK: How can you be a peacemaker at home?

Transition to Explore
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—
Songs).
• Encourage the children to hold their hands in prayer as they move to your story area.
Preschool
Spring 2020
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1. Jesus Teaches

(Matthew 5:1-9)

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
(John 13:14)

EXPLORE
Sacred Conversations
• Have the children sit down in your story area.
ASK: I wonder:
o

Have you ever felt sad and happy at the same time?

o

Have you ever helped make peace between people?

Hear and See the Bible Story
Before class: Cut out the Jesus Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28).
SAY: Today our Bible story is about Jesus teaching the people that God is always with us. Even when
we are sad, God is with us, so we can be happy that God is there.
• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.
• Place the Jesus Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper.
• Tell the children the story, “Peace” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 226–227).
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Session 1 (Adventure DVD) with the children.
ASK: How can you be a peacemaker?

Interact with the Bible Story
• Read “Jesus Teaches” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 1) to the children.
• Encourage the children to do the suggested motions.

Say the Bible Verse
Before class: Remove the Bible Verse Poster for Unit 1 (Class Kit—p. 5).
• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children.
• Give each child the Bible verse Sticker (Bible Story Sheets), and have the children repeat the Bible
verse.
• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse
(Leader Guide—p. 94).

Transition to Respond
• Sing, “Jesus Taught” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs), as the children move to the next activity.
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1. Jesus Teaches

(Matthew 5:1-9)

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
(John 13:14)

RESPOND
A—Lenten Box (Mural)
Before class: Photocopy “Lenten Promise Poster” (Leader Guide—p. 12), if you did not make an extra
copy earlier. Color the sheet using different shades of purple. Decorate a white box with purple glitter
tape or purple ribbon. Place the Lenten Promise Poster in the box. Place a long sheet of mural paper
(purple if you have it) on a wall. Each week you will place a figure or symbol on the mural.
SAY: Today is the first day in Lent. Lent is a special time before Easter when we make a special effort
to spend time with God. God wants us to spend time growing closer to God during Lent. One way we
can grow closer to God is to pray. We will place our Lenten Promise Poster on our mural.
ASK: How does praying help us to be peacemakers?
• Choose a child to tape the class Lenten Promise Poster to the Lenten mural.

B—Happy Hop (Game)
• Have the children sit down in a circle in an open area of the room.
SAY: In our story today, Jesus said that God would always be with us to help us. When I say something
that would make God happy, jump up and say, “Be happy!”
• Say phrases such as: share your toys, be a peacemaker, hit your brother, take turns, and so forth.
ASK: What else can we do to make God happy?

Loving God, Loving Neighbor
SAY: We made a promise to pray during Lent. There are lots of ways to pray. One way is to sing our
prayers.
• Have the children sing, “This Is the Way We Pray Together” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs).
SAY: What is another way we can pray?

Transition to Bless
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—
Songs).
• Give each child a purple streamer to dance with as they move to your worship area. Tell them
purple is the color churches use to remember Lent.
TIP: Save the purple streamers to use through Session 5.
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1. Jesus Teaches

(Matthew 5:1-9)

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
(John 13:14)

BLESS
Inviting
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board.
• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance with the purple
streamers as the video plays.
• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the Jesus Bible mural piece you
cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.
SAY: Today we heard that being a peacemaker makes God happy. We also heard that God wants us to
grow closer to God during Lent. One way we can do that is to pray.

Praising
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29).
• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.
• Choose one child to pick a card.
• Sing the song on that card.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for helping us be peacemakers. Amen.
TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing.

Blessing
Before class: Have a small container of oil ready.
• Face each child. Dip the tip of your finger in the oil and touch the back of the child’s hand.
SAY: (Child’s name), may your heart be filled with God’s peace.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for all the ways you bring us peace. Amen.

At Home with God
ASK: What’s one thing about today’s Bible story that you can tell your family?
• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 1, Celebrate Lent and Easter with Your Child—Session 1a, and a
Songs leaflet home with each child.
TIP: Keep at least one Songs sheet to use in class.
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1. Jesus Teaches

(Matthew 5:1-9)

Lenten Promise Poster
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2. Mary Anoints Jesus

(John 12:1-8)

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
(John 13:14)

PLAN
Session Outline

Supplies

1. Gather

3. Respond

Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television

Greeting

Lenten Box

Anointing Oil

Give Your Love Away

Find the Perfume Bottle

Loving God,
Loving Neighbor

or projector and screen | Offering basket |
Crayons or markers | Bowls | Plastic spoons
and forks | Tape | Construction paper | Cotton
balls | Gluesticks | Paper plates | Napkins |
Scissors | Small bowls

Transition to Explore

Transition to Bless

2. Explore
Sacred Conversations

4. Bless

Hear and See the Bible
Story

Gathering

Interact with the Bible
Story

Blessing

Gather: Dried herbs | Oil

Praising

Explore: Cloth

At Home with God

Say the Bible Verse

Respond: Lenten Box from Session 1 |
Baby oil | Cupcakes | Cupcake sprinkles and
tube icing | Scented markers | Purple
streamers

Transition to Respond

Bless: No additional supplies

Before You Teach
Jesus went to the home of Lazarus and his sisters, Mary and Martha. The Bible tells us that Mary
poured expensive oil on Jesus’ feet and then wiped his feet with her hair. This would seem odd today,
but would have been totally inappropriate during the time of Jesus. Women were not allowed to
learn from a teacher, yet Mary sat at the feet of the teacher, Jesus. Mary also wiped the oil from
Jesus’ feet with her hair. Jewish women were not allowed to let their hair down in public during the
time of Jesus. Mary used an expensive oil to wash his feet, which raised the ire of Judas, who believed
the money should have been spent on the poor. (We do read in John 12:6 that Judas was the keeper
of the money bag and liked to help himself to the coins. He was not concerned with the poor.)
This surprising story prepares us for two upcoming events: (1) Jesus washing the disciples’ feet and
(2) Jesus’ burial. Mary showed her love for Jesus by anointing his feet and wiping them with her hair.
Later, Jesus showed his love for the disciples by washing their feet and drying them with a towel—
another surprising act because Jesus was not a servant. Servants usually washed others’ feet. Mary
anointed Jesus’ feet with an extravagant amount of perfume. The type of perfume Mary used was a
kind used to prepare bodies for burial. The friends of Jesus did not realize the significance of Mary’s
actions. Mary demonstrated her discipleship by acting out of love for Jesus. All of these acts were
done in love.
Focus the children on the importance of doing acts for others out of love.
How can you demonstrate your discipleship by acting out of love?
Preschool
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2. Mary Anoints Jesus

(John 12:1-8)

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
(John 13:14)

GATHER
Greeting
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or 16 & 17) at eye level.
• Play, “A Whole New Level of Love” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child with a greeting
ritual.
• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table.
• Help each child put a perfume bottle attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance
Chart.
SAY: In today’s Bible story, we will hear about a woman named Mary, who loved Jesus so much, she
did something special for him.
TIP: Welcome each child with a special greeting. Make this a greeting ritual each week.

A—Anointing Oil (Sensory)
Before class: Place a small amount of oil in several bowls.
• Encourage the children to sprinkle dried herbs in the oil and mix.
SAY: Our story today is about Mary, a friend of Jesus. She loved Jesus a lot and did something special
for him. She washed his feet with expensive scented oil.
ASK: How do you think the room smelled when Mary applied the oil to the feet of Jesus?
TIP: Check for scent sensitivities. Set the oil aside to be used during prayer time and the blessing.
OR

B—Find the Perfume Bottle (Game)
Before class: Photocopy “Perfume Bottle” (Leader Guide—p. 18), one for each child and one for the
Lenten Box. Color one picture to place in the Lenten Box. Hide one picture for each child in the room.
SAY: Mary wanted to show Jesus how much she loved and cared for him.
• Invite each child to find one perfume bottle hidden in the room. Encourage the children to color
the perfume bottle pictures.
ASK: How would you feel if someone washed your feet with expensive scented oil?
TIP: Set the colored class perfume bottle sheet aside to be used during Respond time.

Transition to Explore
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets––
Songs). Encourage the children to slide their feet to your story area.
TIP: Give the children a five-minute warning before ending activities and transitioning to story time.
Preschool
Spring 2020

Permission is granted to duplicate this page for local church use only. © 2019 Cokesbury

– 14 –

Leader Guide
deepbluekids.com

2. Mary Anoints Jesus

(John 12:1-8)

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
(John 13:14)

EXPLORE
Sacred Conversations
• Have the children sit down in your story area.
ASK: I wonder:
o

How have you shown love to others today?

o

What is your favorite way of showing love to others?

Hear and See the Bible Story
Before class: Cut out the perfume bottle Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28).
SAY: In our Bible story today, Jesus visits his friends, Lazarus, Mary, and Martha.
• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.
• Place the perfume bottle Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper.
• Tell the children the story, “Mary Honors Jesus” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 424–427).
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure video for Session 2 (Adventure DVD) with the children.
ASK: When have you wanted to do something special for someone?

Interact with the Bible Story
• Read “Mary Anoints Jesus” (Bible Story Sheets––Session 2) to the children.
• Encourage the children to do the suggested motions.

Say the Bible Verse
Before class: Display the Unit 1 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 5).
• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children.
• Have the children repeat the Bible verse.
• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse
(Leader Guide—p. 94).

Transition to Respond
• Sing, “Jesus Taught” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs), as the children move to the next activity.
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2. Mary Anoints Jesus

(John 12:1-8)

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
(John 13:14)

RESPOND
A—Lenten Box (Mural)
Before class: Pour a small amount of baby oil in small paper plates. Prepare the extra picture of the
perfume bottle (per instructions below) to place in the Lenten Box.
• Tell each child to turn over the picture of the perfume bottle they each colored earlier. Have each
child dip a cotton ball in the baby oil and rub it across the back of the picture. Let it dry.
SAY: Today is the second Sunday in Lent. Lent is a special time before Easter when we remember to
do things that bring us closer to God. This week we will add a picture of the perfume bottle to our
Lenten mural to help us remember that God wants us to show our love to Jesus.
ASK: What are some ways you can show your love to Jesus?
• Choose a child to tape the class perfume bottle sheet to the Lenten mural.
OR

B—Give Your Love Away (Activity Sheets)
Before class: Punch out the heart (Activity Sheets—p. 5) for each child.
• Encourage the children to color the heart with scented markers or crayons.
SAY: Mary gave her love to Jesus by washing his feet. We can give our love to someone by sharing this
heart with others.
ASK: How do you feel when someone shows their love to you?

Loving God, Loving Neighbor
Before class: Prepare cupcakes, and have sprinkles and tube icing available for decorating.
SAY: Sometimes we show our love for someone by giving them a party with their friends. I love all of
you, so I decided to give you a party with all your friends!
• Give each child a plate with a cupcake on it. Encourage the children to decorate the cupcakes.
• Have each child say a silent prayer of thanks for friends and parties.
TIP: Be aware of food allergies.

Transition to Bless
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—
Songs).
• Give each child a purple streamer to dance with as they move to your worship area.
TIP: Save the purple streamers to use through Session 5.
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2. Mary Anoints Jesus

(John 12:1-8)

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
(John 13:14)

BLESS
Gathering
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board.
• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance as the video
plays.
• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the perfume bottle Bible mural
piece you cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.
SAY: Jesus wants us to show our love to others. Jesus showed his love to his friends.

Praising
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not already done last week.
• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.
• Choose one child to pick a card.
• Sing the song on that card.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for showing us your love through Jesus. Amen.
TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing.

Blessing
Before class: Have the scented Anointing Oil you made earlier ready.
• Face each child. Dip the tip of your finger in the oil and touch the back of the child’s hand.
SAY: (Child’s name), may your heart be filled with the love of Jesus.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for loving me. Amen.

At Home with God
ASK: What is one thing about today’s Bible story that you can share with your family?
• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 2 home with each child.
TIP: Keep at least one Songs sheet to use in class.
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2. Mary Anoints Jesus

(John 12:1-8)

Perfume Bottle
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3. Jesus Washes Feet

(John 13:1-17)

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
(John 13:14)

PLAN
Session Outline

Supplies

1. Gather

3. Respond

Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television or

Greeting

Lenten Box

Who Is Serving?

Jesus Matching Cards

Washing Feet

Loving God,
Loving Neighbor

projector and screen | Offering basket | Crayons
or markers | Napkins | Tape | Construction
paper | Paintbrushes | Scissors | Plastic
containers with water | Watercolor paints |
Permanent marker

Transition to Explore

Transition to Bless

2. Explore
Sacred Conversations

4. Bless

Hear and See the Bible
Story

Inviting

Interact with the Bible
Story

Blessing

Gather: Watercolor paper

Praising

Explore: Cloth

At Home with God

Say the Bible Verse

Respond: Lenten Box from Session 1 | Tub
for water | Soap | Towel | Cookies or cheese
and crackers | Purple streamers

Transition to Respond

Bless: Small container of oil | Purple
streamers

Before You Teach
Jesus knew his time with the disciples was short. He wanted them to understand they should live a
life of service and love when he was gone. As you can imagine, this was not an easy task. After all, the
disciples, like us, did not always understand what Jesus expected of them.
At a meal before the Passover feast, Jesus took the opportunity to show the disciples they were to
serve each other, even after he was gone. Jesus began to wash the feet of the disciples. In those days,
it was customary to wash your feet as well as your hands before a meal. Feet were often dirty from
walking on dusty roads with only sandals on. The job was usually performed by a servant.
The disciples were uncomfortable when Jesus began to wash their feet. Peter resisted, saying Jesus
was their teacher, not a servant, and it was the job of a servant to wash feet. Jesus told Peter that it
was important that Peter have his feet washed by Jesus. Peter reluctantly agreed.
Jesus asked Peter and the disciples if they understood why it was important for him to do the job of a
servant and wash their feet. They all said no.
“I wanted to show you God’s love,” said Jesus. “So even though I am your teacher, I did the job of a
servant.” Jesus wanted to be sure the disciples understood that no one was more important than
another.
Ask yourself if there is something going on in the world that makes you sad. Is there a way you can be
of service? Be aware this week of people or events you may be in service to.
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3. Jesus Washes Feet

(John 13:1-17)

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
(John 13:14)

GATHER
Greeting
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or 16 & 17) at eye level.
• Play, “A Whole New Level of Love” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child with a greeting
ritual.
• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table.
• Help each child put the foot-washing bowl attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the
Attendance Chart.
SAY: Today our Bible story tells us that Jesus washed the feet of his friends. Feet would get dirty on
the dusty roads, so people usually washed their hands and feet before they had a meal.
TIP: Welcome each child with a special greeting. Make this a greeting ritual each week.

A—Who Is Serving? (Activity Sheets)
Before class: Remove “Serving Others” (Activity Sheets—p. 7) for each child.
• Help each child identify and circle the children caring for and serving others.
SAY: Jesus told his friends that by washing their feet, he wanted them to remember that no one was
better than another. To follow Jesus, they must serve and care for all people.
ASK: How would you feel if Jesus washed your feet?
OR

B—Washing Feet (Art)
Before class: Have small containers with water ready.
SAY: Jesus wanted to show his friends that he loved and served all people, and they should too.
Servants usually did the feet-washing before a meal. Jesus showed how much he loved and cared for
his friends by washing their feet.
• Trace each child’s feet on a separate piece of watercolor paper with a permanent marker.
• Have the children paint their feet tracings with watercolors.
ASK: Who do you know that serves others?
TIP: Trace the child’s feet barefoot or with shoes or socks on.

Transition to Explore
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets––
Songs). Encourage the children to pretend to wash their hands as they move to your story area.
TIP: Give the children a five-minute warning before ending activities and transitioning to story time.
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3. Jesus Washes Feet

(John 13:1-17)

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
(John 13:14)

EXPLORE
Sacred Conversations
• Have the children sit down in your story area.
• ASK: I wonder:
o

How do you feel when someone serves you or cares for you?

o

What is your favorite way to serve and care for others?

Hear and See the Bible Story
Before class: Cut out the foot-washing bowl Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28).
SAY: In our Bible story today, Jesus showed his friends how he wanted them to serve others.
• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.
• Place the foot-washing bowl Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper.
• Tell the children the story, “Jesus Washes Feet” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 428–430).
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure video for Session 3 (Adventure DVD) with the children.
ASK: How can you serve like Jesus?

Interact with the Bible Story
• Read “Jesus Washes Feet” (Bible Story Sheets––Session 3) to the children.
• Encourage the children to do the suggested motions.

Say the Bible Verse
Before class: Display the Unit 1 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 5).
• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children.
• Have the children repeat the Bible verse.
• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse
(Leader Guide—p. 94).

Transition to Respond
• Sing, “Jesus Taught” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs), as the children move to the next activity.
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3. Jesus Washes Feet

(John 13:1-17)

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
(John 13:14)

RESPOND
A—Lenten Box (Mural)
Photocopy “Wash Bowl and Towel” (Leader Guide—p. 24) for each child, and make one extra copy.
Place the extra copy in the Lenten Box.
• Have the children each color the wash bowl and towel.
SAY: Today is the third Sunday in Lent. This week we will add a picture of a wash bowl and towel to
our mural. The wash bowl helps us remember to serve others like Jesus served his friends. Serving
others helps us grow closer to God.
ASK: What does Jesus want us to do during Lent?
• Choose a child to tape the class wash bowl sheet to the Lenten mural.
OR

B—Jesus Matching Cards (Game)
Before class: Cut out “Jesus Matching Cards” (Class Kit—p. 9).
• Turn each card facedown. Let each child turn over two cards. If they match, remove the cards. Keep
playing until everyone has had a chance to play and the cards are all matched.
SAY: Jesus wants us to remember to serve and care for each other.
ASK: How do you think the friends of Jesus cared for each other?

Loving God, Loving Neighbor
SAY: I want to serve you because you are all special to me. I am going to wash your hands before we
have a snack.
• Have the children come one at a time to the sink or tub of water. As you wash their hands, tell
them how special they are to you.
• Serve a simple snack of cookies or cheese and crackers.
SAY: Let us thank God for our special treat. Repeat after me: God, thank you for the snack we share.
Amen.
TIP: Always check for allergies before serving food to the children.

Transition to Bless
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—
Songs).
• Give each child a purple streamer to dance with as they move to your worship area.
TIP: Save the purple streamers to use through Session 5.
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3. Jesus Washes Feet

(John 13:1-17)

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
(John 13:14)

BLESS
Inviting
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board.
• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome “ (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance with purple
streamers as the video plays.
• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the foot-washing bowl Bible
mural piece you cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.
SAY: Jesus wants us to serve and care for others. Jesus tells us to serve and care for all people, no
matter who they are.

Praising
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not already done.
• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.
• Choose one child to pick a card.
• Sing the song on that card.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for showing us how to serve and care for others. Amen.
TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing.

Blessing
Before class: Have a small container of oil ready.
• Face each child. Dip the tip of your finger in the oil and touch the back of the child’s hand.
SAY: (Child’s name), may you always serve with love.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for loving us. Amen.

At Home with God
ASK: What is one thing about today’s Bible story that you can share with your family?
• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 3 home with each child.
TIP: Keep at least one Songs sheet to use in class.
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3. Jesus Washes Feet

(John 13:1-17)

Wash Bowl and Towel
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4. Jesus Breaks the Bread

(Mark 14:12-26)

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
(John 13:14)

PLAN
Session Outline

Supplies

1. Gather

3. Respond

Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television or

Greeting

Lenten Box

Remember Jesus

Sharing a Meal

Play Dough Last Supper

Loving God,
Loving Neighbor

projector and screen | Offering basket | Glue |
Crayons and markers | Tape | Dinner-size
paper plates | Plain white paper cups | Napkins
| Construction paper | Scissors

Transition to Explore

Transition to Bless

2. Explore
Sacred Conversations

Gather: Play dough | Play dough tools

4. Bless

Hear and See the Bible
Story

Inviting

Interact with the Bible
Story

Blessing

Respond: Lenten Box from Session 1 |

At Home with God

Bread of your choice | Grape juice | Purple
streamers

Explore: Cloth

Praising

Say the Bible Verse
Transition to Respond

Bless: Small bowl of oil | Purple streamers

Before You Teach
Jesus and his friends went to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. The Passover was a special meal
when the Jewish people remembered how Moses led them out of slavery in Egypt. Each food of the
Passover meal, or Seder, has a special significance that helped people remember the story of Moses
leading them through the wilderness. Jesus would have sat at a low table during the meal with his
twelve disciples. Jesus would have served as head of the family group, saying the special blessings of
the Passover designated to the father.
Jesus knew he would not be around much longer, and he wanted to make sure his disciples had a way
to remember him. Jesus used the familiar items of Passover—the bread and the cup—to help his
disciples remember him. Today, Christians celebrate Communion as a way to remember Jesus.
Communion is also known as the Last Supper or the Lord’s Supper.
The symbolism of Communion is a very abstract concept for young concrete thinkers like most
preschoolers. Help the children understand that Communion is a way we remember Jesus. Some of
your children may not have experienced Communion in a church setting yet. Explain to the children
that we don’t have to wait for Communion to remember Jesus. Each time a meal is shared with
someone they love, they can remember that Jesus also shared a special meal with people he loved.
Think about past Holy Weeks you have experienced. Have you gone to Palm Sunday and Easter
services, but skipped the services of Maundy Thursday and Good Friday? It can be hard to remember
the sadness and harshness of Jesus’ last week. Be intentional this year to participate in the entire
Holy Week experience. Walk with Jesus on his last days. Through participation of the sadness of Holy
Week, we often find true meaning in the happiness and promise of new life in the Resurrection.
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4. Jesus Breaks the Bread

(Mark 14:12-26)

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
(John 13:14)

GATHER
Greeting
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or 16 & 17) at eye level.
• Play, “A Whole New Level of Love” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child with a greeting
ritual.
• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table.
• Help each child put the bread-and-cup attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance
Chart.
SAY: Today our Bible story is about the last time Jesus ate a meal with his friends. Jesus wanted his
friends to remember him.
TIP: Welcome each child with a special greeting. Make this a greeting ritual each week.

A—Remember Jesus (Activity Sheets)
Before class: Punch out the “Remember Jesus” circle (Activity Sheets—p. 9) for each child.
SAY: We have a special meal at our church. We call it Communion. We remember Jesus when we
have this special meal. We can also remember Jesus whenever we have a meal with people we love.
• Help each child glue the circle to the middle of a paper plate.
• Give each child a small white paper cup. Have the children decorate the cups with crayons and
markers, and color the rim of the paper plate as well.
ASK: How do you feel when you share a meal with your family or friends?
OR

B—Play Dough Last Supper (Sensory)
• Give each child some play dough.
SAY: Passover was the last meal Jesus shared with his friends. Let’s set the table for Jesus and his
friends.
• Encourage the children to shape the play dough into foods and serving items that might have been
at the Passover meal.
ASK: How do you think Jesus felt knowing this was the last time he would eat with his friends?

Transition to Explore
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets––
Songs). Encourage the children to hold hands with their friends as they move to your story area.
TIP: Give the children a five-minute warning before ending activities and transitioning to story time.
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4. Jesus Breaks the Bread

(Mark 14:12-26)

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
(John 13:14)

EXPLORE
Sacred Conversations
• Have the children sit down in your story area.
• ASK: I wonder:
o

What would you have to eat if you were eating with Jesus?

o

Who would you invite to a special meal?

Hear and See the Bible Story
Before class: Cut out the bread-and-cup Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28).
SAY: In our Bible story today, Jesus shared a special meal with his friends.
• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.
• Place the bread-and-cup Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper.
• Tell the children the story, “Jesus Breaks the Bread” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 288–292).
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure video for Session 4 (Adventure DVD) with the children.
ASK: When have you had a special meal with friends?

Interact with the Bible Story
• Read “Jesus Breaks the Bread” (Bible Story Sheets––Session 4) to the children.
• Encourage the children to do the suggested motions.

Say the Bible Verse
Before class: Display the Unit 1 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 5).
• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children.
• Have the children repeat the Bible verse.
• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse
(Leader Guide—p. 94).
•

Transition to Respond
• Sing, “Jesus Taught” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs), as the children move to the next activity.
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4. Jesus Breaks the Bread

(Mark 14:12-26)

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
(John 13:14)

RESPOND
A—Lenten Box (Mural)
Photocopy the bread-and-cup picture (Leader Guide—p. 30) and place in the Lenten Box.
• Open the Lenten Box.
SAY: We will add a picture of a bread and cup to our mural on this fourth Sunday in Lent.
ASK: What did Jesus want his disciples to remember when they saw the bread and cup?
ASK: What do you remember about the pictures on our mural?
• Choose a child to tape the class bread-and-cup sheet on the Lenten mural.
OR

B—Sharing a Meal (Snack)
Before class: Cut up small pieces of bread. Pour grape juice in a cup for each child.
• Give each child a paper plate, napkin, and cup with grape juice.
• Invite the children to take one piece of bread and place it on their plates. Have the children
continue to pass the bread until everyone has a piece.
PRAY: Thank you, Jesus, for giving us a special way to remember you. Amen.
SAY: Our snack today is similar to Communion that we share in church. When we have Communion in
church, we remember Jesus.
ASK: What are other ways we remember Jesus?
TIP: Always check for allergies before serving food to children. Choose different breads or use the
bread type used at your church’s Communion service.

Loving God, Loving Neighbor
Before class: Cut out “Jesus Matching Cards” (Class Kit—p. 9), if not done last week.
• Turn each card facedown. Let each child turn over two cards. If they match, remove the cards. If
they don’t match, turn them facedown again. Keep playing until everyone has had a chance to play
and the cards are all matched.
SAY: Jesus wants us to remember him.
ASK: What do you remember about Jesus?

Transition to Bless
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—
Songs). Give each child a purple streamer to dance with as they move to your worship area
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4. Jesus Breaks the Bread

(Mark 14:12-26)

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
(John 13:14)

BLESS
Inviting
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board.
• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance with purple
streamers as the video plays.
• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the bread-and-cup Bible mural
piece you cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.
SAY: We remember Jesus when we share Communion with others.

Praising
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not already done in previous weeks.
• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.
• Choose one child to pick a card.
• Sing the song on that card.
PRAY: We thank you, God, for Jesus. Amen.
TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing.

Blessing
Before class: Have a small bowl of oil ready.
• Face each child. Dip the tip of your finger in the oil and touch the back of the child’s hand.
SAY: (Child’s name), may you always remember Jesus loves you.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for loving us. Amen.

At Home with God
ASK: What is one thing about today’s Bible story that you can share with your family?
• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 4 home with each child.
TIP: Keep at least one Songs sheet to use in class.
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4. Jesus Breaks the Bread

(Mark 14:12-26)

Bread and Cup
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5. Jesus Prays

(Matthew 26:36-46)

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
(John 13:14)

PLAN
Session Outline

Supplies

1. Gather

3. Respond

Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television or

Greeting

Lenten Box

Prayer Cross

Garden Snack

Prayer Pocket

Loving God,
Loving Neighbor

projector and screen | Offering basket |
Crayons or markers | Glue | Construction paper
| Tape | Dinner-size paper plates | Paper cups |
Plastic spoons | Scissors | Index cards |
Resealable plastic bags

Transition to Explore

Transition to Bless

2. Explore
Sacred Conversations

4. Bless

Hear and See the Bible
Story

Inviting

Interact with the Bible
Story

Blessing

Gather: No additional supplies

Praising

Explore: Cloth

At Home with God

Say the Bible Verse

Respond: Lenten Box from Session 1 |
Chocolate sandwich cookies | Gummy worms |
Purple streamers

Transition to Respond

Bless: Small bowl of oil | Purple streamers

Before You Teach
In today’s Bible story, we see Jesus in deep anguish and anxiety over what he knew he would endure
in the next few days. His prayer went from asking God to remove what he would have to endure, to
accepting his future. Prayer changed Jesus, just as prayer changes all of us. Prayer gave Jesus the
strength to endure his difficult trial, and prayer gives us the strength to endure our difficult trials.
Jesus took three of his disciples with him to pray in the garden of Gethsemane: Peter, James, and
John. Jesus went off to pray alone, and each time he returned to his disciples, he found them
sleeping. This happened three times. Jesus had instructed his disciples to pray with him, but they
could not stay awake. Jesus knew what was going to happen to him, but the disciples did not
understand. They did not feel the urgency that Jesus felt.
With young children, focus on the part of the Bible story in which Jesus went to the garden to pray.
Tell children that prayer is the way we talk to and listen to God. Remind the children that this is the
church season of Lent—a time of focusing on prayer and talking to God. We need to encourage
children to pray. It is good to teach young children prayers that they are able to pray. It is also good
to give your children opportunities to pray spontaneous prayers.
Spend time this week in prayer. Set aside a specific time each day, even if it is only for five minutes, to
talk with God and to spend time listening to God. Prayer can change your life!
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5. Jesus Prays

(Matthew 26:36-46)

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
(John 13:14)

GATHER
Greeting
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Poster Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or 16 & 17) at eye level.
• Play, “A Whole New Level of Love” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child with a greeting
ritual.
• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table.
• Help each child put the Jesus praying attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance
Chart.
SAY: Today our Bible story is about Jesus going to the garden of Gethsemane to pray.
TIP: Welcome each child with a special handshake. Make this a greeting ritual each week.

A—Prayer Cross (Activity Sheets)
Before class: Punch out “Prayer Cross” (Activity Sheets—p. 11) for each child.
• Help each child, as needed, to glue the pictures onto the Prayer Cross.
SAY: You can pray about anything, anywhere, at any time. God will hear you.
ASK: Where do you like to pray?
OR

B—Prayer Pocket (Art)
Before class: Cut a paper plate in half and tape one of the halves to a whole paper plate to form a
pocket. Make one Prayer Pocket for each child.
• Encourage each child to decorate the Prayer Pocket with crayons, markers, or other materials you
have available. Have each child add the “Pray” Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) to the pocket.
• Have the children draw pictures on index cards of people, places, or things they want to pray for.
Have them place the index cards in their Prayer Pockets.
SAY: In today’s Bible story, Jesus prayed to God to help him. When we pray, we can ask God to help
us. God hears our prayers.
ASK: What do you like to talk to God about?

Transition to Explore
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—
Songs).
• Encourage the children to sing, “This Is the Way We Pray Together” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs), as
they move to your story area.
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5. Jesus Prays

(Matthew 26:36-46)

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
(John 13:14)

EXPLORE
Sacred Conversations
• Have the children sit down in your story area.
ASK: I wonder:
o

What makes you sad?

o

What do you do when you are sad?

Hear and See the Bible Story
Before class: Cut out the Jesus praying Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28).
SAY: In our Bible story today, Jesus went to the garden of Gethsemane to pray.
• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.
• Place the Jesus praying Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper.
• Tell the children the story, “In the Garden” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 250–255).
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Session 5 (Adventure DVD) with the children.
• ASK: Who prays with you when you are anxious or worried?

Interact with the Bible Story
• Read “Jesus Prays” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 5) to the children.
• Encourage the children to do the suggested motions.

Say the Bible Verse
Before class: Display the Bible Verse Poster for Unit 1 (Class Kit—p. 5).
• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children.
• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse
(Leader Guide—p. 94).

Transition to Respond
• Sing, “Jesus Taught” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs), as the children move to the next activity.
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5. Jesus Prays

(Matthew 26:36-46)

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
(John 13:14)

RESPOND
A—Lenten Box (Mural)
Before class: Photocopy the praying hands picture (Leader Guide—p. 36) and place in the Lenten Box.
• Remove the praying hands picture from the Lenten Box.
SAY: Today is the fifth Sunday in Lent. This week we will add a picture of praying hands to our mural
because God wants us to pray.
• Choose a child to tape the class praying hands sheet on the Lenten mural.

B—Garden Snack (Snack)
Before class: Put two chocolate sandwich cookies in a sealed bag for each child.
• Give each child a cup, a sealed bag with cookies, a plastic spoon, and a Gummy worm.
• Encourage the children to crush the chocolate cookies in the sealed plastic bag with their hands.
Pour the crushed cookies into the cup. Add a Gummy worm to the cookie “dirt” and enjoy.
SAY: Jesus prayed to God in the garden when he was feeling sad.
ASK: How do you think Jesus felt after praying to God?
TIP: Check for allergies before serving food to the children.

Loving God, Loving Neighbor
Before class: Cut out “Jesus Matching Cards” (Class Kit—p. 9), if not done previously.
• Turn each card facedown. Let each child turn over two cards. If they match, remove the cards. If
they don’t match, turn them facedown again. Keep playing until everyone has had a chance to play
and the cards are all matched.
SAY: Jesus had sad and happy days during his last week with his friends.
ASK: Can you tell me what is happening in the card I hold up, and if you think Jesus was sad or happy?
• Hold up each card for the children to see.
ASK: Why do you think Jesus was sad or happy?

Transition to Bless
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—
Songs).
• Give each child a purple streamer to dance with as they move to your worship area. Remind them
purple is the color of Lent.
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5. Jesus Prays

(Matthew 26:36-46)

If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
(John 13:14)

BLESS
Inviting
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board.
• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance with purple
streamers as the video plays.
• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the Jesus praying Bible mural
piece you cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.
SAY: Jesus wants us to know we can pray to God when we are sad or happy. We can pray to God
anytime and anywhere.

Praising
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not already done in previous weeks.
• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.
• Choose one child to pick a card. Sing the song on that card.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for being with us when we are sad or worried. Amen.
TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing.

Blessing
Before class: Have a small container of oil ready.
• Face each child. Dip the tip of your finger in the oil and touch the back of the child’s hand.
SAY: (Child’s name), Jesus hears you when you pray.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for hearing our prayers. Amen.

At Home with God
ASK: What’s one thing about today’s Bible story that you can tell your family?
• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 5 home with each child.
TIP: Keep at least one Songs sheet to use in class.
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5. Jesus Prays

(Matthew 26:36-46)

Praying Hands
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6. Palm Sunday

(Mark 11:1-11)

Hosanna! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! (Mark 11:9)

PLAN
Session Outline

Supplies

1. Gather

3. Respond

Basic Supplies: DVD player |

Greeting

Lenten Box

Hosanna Banner

Palm Leaf

Entrance Gate

Loving God,
Loving Neighbor

Television or projector and screen | Offering
basket | Construction paper | Crayons or
markers | Tape | Craft sticks | Scissors

Transition to Explore

Transition to Bless

2. Explore
Sacred Conversations

4. Bless

Hear and See the Bible
Story

Inviting

Interact with the Bible
Story

Blessing

Gather: Empty boxes | Old coats
Explore: Cloth

Praising

Respond: Lenten Box from Session 1

At Home with God

Say the Bible Verse

Bless: Small bowl of oil

Transition to Respond

Before You Teach
On Palm Sunday, we remember Jesus riding triumphantly into Jerusalem on a donkey. Pilate, the
Roman governor, would have entered Jerusalem riding on a warhorse. Jesus rode a donkey so the
people knew he was the Prince of Peace, not a prince of war like Pilate. Did the people get it? We
don’t know. Within the week, the same people who had greeted Jesus enthusiastically and had
waved palm branches at his arrival wanted him dead. Jesus’ disciples even denied knowing him.
Riding on the donkey was prophesied in the Book of Zechariah 9:9: “Look, your king will come to you.
He is righteous and victorious. He is humble and riding on an ass, on a colt, the offspring of a
donkey.” Jesus took great pains to make the prophecy be revealed for the people, but they still did
not see or understand. Jesus was coming to restore the people to God, not to destroy a government.
Palm branches play a role in today’s Bible story. The people greeted Jesus by waving palm branches
and shouting, “Hosanna!” as he entered Jerusalem. Hosanna and the waving of palm branches were
associated with kings. Some in the crowd may have expected Jesus to be a military king who would
free them from the Roman emperor. Many would be disappointed that Jesus came as a peaceful
leader to teach people to love and serve one another.
We continue to celebrate Jesus’ entry in Jerusalem on Palm Sunday with celebration. Make this a day
of celebration in your classroom. Palm Sunday was a joyous parade! People welcomed and celebrated
Jesus by waving palm branches and shouting, “Hosanna!” Let the children know we continue to
celebrate and praise Jesus today.
Hosanna means “save now.” The people were shouting, “Hosanna,” save now, as Jesus rode into
Jerusalem. Close your eyes and reflect on the word hosanna. What do you think the people wanted
Jesus to save them from? Is there something you want Jesus to save you from?
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6. Palm Sunday

(Mark 11:1-11)

Hosanna! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! (Mark 11:9)

GATHER
Greeting
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or 16 & 17) at eye level.
• Play, “Part of the Story” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child with a greeting ritual.
• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table.
• Help each child put the donkey attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance Chart.
SAY: Today our Bible story is about Jesus’ triumphant entrance into Jerusalem. It was a happy and
joyous time when Jesus entered Jerusalem.
TIP: Welcome each child with a special handshake. You might give the child a high five, fist bump, or
thumb bump. Make this a greeting ritual each week.

A—Hosanna Banner (Activity Sheets)
Before class: Punch out “Hosanna Banner” (Activity Sheets—p. 13) for each child.
• Help each child follow the directions to decorate and then assemble the banner with craft sticks.
SAY: Jesus entered Jerusalem riding on a donkey. People lined the road waving palm branches and
shouting, “Hosanna!” They were so happy that Jesus had come.
ASK: Do you think people would welcome Jesus the same way today?
OR

B—Entrance Gate (Drama)
• Encourage the children to build an entrance gate into Jerusalem for Jesus. Stack the empty boxes
far enough apart for the children to walk through.
• Invite the children to lay the coats on the ground on one side of the entrance gate.
• Let the children parade through the gate several times, holding their Hosanna Banners made
earlier.
SAY: People were so glad to see Jesus that they also put coats on the road for Jesus to ride over.
ASK: Why were people so happy to see Jesus?

Transition to Explore
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets––
Songs).
• Encourage the children to wave their Hosanna Banners they made. Lead them through the
entrance gate and over the coats as they move to the story area. Invite the children to sing, “Shout,
‘Hosanna!’” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs), as they parade through the gate.
TIP: Give the children a five-minute warning before ending activities and transitioning to story time.
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6. Palm Sunday

(Mark 11:1-11)

Hosanna! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! (Mark 11:9)

EXPLORE
Sacred Conversations
• Have the children sit down in your story area.
ASK: I wonder:
o

What would you think if you saw Jesus riding on a donkey?

o

Do you think everyone was happy that Jesus came to Jerusalem?

Hear and See the Bible Story
Before class: Cut out the donkey Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28).
SAY: In our Bible story today, Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey.
• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.
• Place the donkey Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper.
• Tell the children the story, “People Welcome Jesus” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 285–287).
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure video for Session 6 (Adventure DVD) with the children.
ASK: How does your church celebrate Palm Sunday?

Interact with the Bible Story
• Read “Palm Sunday” (Bible Story Sheets––Session 6) to the children.
• Encourage the children to do the suggested motions.

Say the Bible Verse
Before class: Remove the Unit 2 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 8).
• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children.
• Have the children repeat the Bible verse.
• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse
(Leader Guide—p. 95).

Transition to Respond
• Encourage the children to sing, “Shout, ‘Hosanna!’” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs), as they move to
the next activity.
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6. Palm Sunday

(Mark 11:1-11)

Hosanna! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! (Mark 11:9)

RESPOND
A—Lenten Box (Mural)
Before class: Make one photocopy of the palm leaf picture (Leader Guide—p. 42) and place in the
Lenten Box.
• Open the Lenten Box and remove the palm leaf picture.
SAY: Today is the sixth Sunday in Lent. Next week will be Easter! This week we will add a picture of a
palm leaf to our mural.
ASK: What kind of leaf do you think we would use to celebrate Jesus today?
• Choose a child to tape the class palm leaf picture on the Lenten mural.
OR

B—Palm Leaf (Art)
Before class: Photocopy the palm leaf picture (Leader Guide—p. 42) for each child.
• Encourage each child to color the palm leaf.
• Help each child, as needed, to tape a craft stick to the bottom of the palm leaf.
SAY: On Palm Sunday, we remember how happy people were to welcome Jesus to Jerusalem.
ASK: How would you act if you were in a parade to honor Jesus?
TIP: For a heavier palm leaf, photocopy these on card stock.

Loving God, Loving Neighbor
Before class: Cut out “Jesus Matching Cards” (Class Kit—p. 9), if not done previously.
• Turn each card facedown. Let each child turn over two cards. If they match, remove the cards. Keep
playing until everyone has had a chance to play and the cards are all matched.
SAY: We have heard many stories about Jesus.
ASK: Which story do you like the best?
• Let the children point to a card and tell you the story on the card.

Transition to Bless
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—
Songs).
• Have the children hold their Hosanna Banners in one hand and the palm leaf craft sticks in the
other. Let them take turns being the leader as they parade around the room and through the gate,
singing, “Shout, ‘Hosanna!’” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs), and waving the banners and palm leaves.
• After several trips around the room, move the children toward your worship area.
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6. Palm Sunday

(Mark 11:1-11)

Hosanna! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! (Mark 11:9)

BLESS
Inviting
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board.
• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance and wave the
palm leaves they made as the video plays.
• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the palm leaf Bible mural piece
you cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.
SAY: Palm Sunday was a time of celebration for the people. They were so happy to greet Jesus! Jesus
was happy to see all the people.

Praising
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not already done in previous weeks.
• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.
• Choose one child to pick a card.
• Sing the song on that card.
PRAY: Jesus makes us happy. Thank you, God, for Jesus. Amen.
TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing.

Blessing
Before class: Have a small bowl of oil ready.
• Face each child. Dip the tip of your finger in the oil and touch the back of the child’s hand.
SAY: (Child’s name), you make Jesus happy.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for Jesus. Amen.

At Home with God
ASK: What is one thing about today’s Bible story that you can share with your family?
• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 6 and the Bible verse Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) home with each
child.
TIP: Keep at least one Songs sheet to use in class.
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6. Palm Sunday

(Mark 11:1-11)

Palm Leaf
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7. Easter

(Luke 24:1-12)

Hosanna! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! (Mark 11:9)

PLAN
Session Outline

Supplies

1. Gather

3. Respond

Basic Supplies: DVD player |

Greeting

Lenten Box

Easter Bingo

Empty Tomb Donuts

Butterfly Mural

Loving God,
Loving Neighbor

Television or projector and screen | Offering
basket | Construction paper | Crayons or
markers | Tape | Dessert-size paper plates |
Napkins | Lunch-sized paper bag | Scissors
| Glue

Transition to Explore

Transition to Bless

2. Explore
Sacred Conversations

4. Bless

Hear and See the Bible
Story

Inviting

Interact with the Bible
Story

Blessing

Gather: Tissue paper squares

Praising

Explore: Cloth

At Home with God

Say the Bible Verse

Respond: Lenten Box from Session 1 |
Donuts | Donut holes | White streamers |
Table knife (for adult use only)

Transition to Respond

Bless: Small bowl of oil | White streamers

Before You Teach
Easter is a joyous celebration and the most important day in the life of the Christian church. The
stories of the Bible lead us to the first Easter morning and the resurrection of Jesus. We celebrate
Easter because Jesus died, but through God and the mystery of the Resurrection, Jesus lives again.
You can imagine the surprise of the women when they approached the tomb and saw the stone was
rolled away. They were even more surprised to find that the body of Jesus was not in the tomb. Two
angels appeared and told the women that Jesus was not there; Jesus had risen!
The women couldn’t wait to tell the disciples the news. The disciples didn’t believe the women, and
Peter ran to the tomb to see for himself. Finding the tomb empty, Peter went home wondering how
this could be. How could Jesus not be in the tomb? The followers of Jesus did not expect to see Jesus
again.
Resurrection is a hard concept for children to understand. Focus on the mystery of new life and the
new life all around the children. Talk about the trees bringing forth new leaves and the flowers’ new
blooms each spring. God’s world is full of new life in the spring. Tell your children that Jesus spent his
life telling us about how much God loves us. Today is a day to celebrate the love and new life that
Jesus brings.
As a teacher, take time to smell the flowers. Literally! Sit outside and let your senses come alive.
Smell the flowers, hear the birds, see the trees, touch the grass. Soak in the love God gives you
through Jesus, the beloved Son, and the world, the beloved creation.
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7. Easter

(Luke 24:1-12)

Hosanna! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! (Mark 11:9)

GATHER
Greeting
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or 16 & 17) at eye level.
• Play, “Part of the Story” (CD-ROM), as you welcome each child with a greeting ritual.
• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table.
• Help each child put an Easter lily attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance Chart.
SAY: Today our Bible story is about the first Easter Sunday. Today, Easter lilies help us remember that
Jesus is alive. You can’t see the lilies in the winter, but in the spring, they bloom into life!
TIP: Welcome each child with a special greeting. Make this a greeting ritual each week.

A—Easter Bingo (Activity Sheets)
Before class: Punch out one card and the nine circle markers on “Easter Bingo” (Activity Sheets—p. 15)
for each child. Punch out one additional card for yourself, cut up the squares, and put them in a bag.
Use the squares to call out for the children to cover.
• Choose one square at a time and show the picture to the children. Give a short explanation of the
picture. Tell the children to cover the picture with a circle if it is on their card.
SAY: The pictures tell us about Jesus. Today we are going to hear an amazing story about Jesus.
ASK: Which story about Jesus do you think is amazing so far?
TIP: If you use the same card for each child, all the children will win at the same time.
OR

B—Butterfly Mural (Art)
Before class: Remove and display “Butterfly Poster” (Class Kit—p. 23).
• Encourage the children to glue tissue paper squares on the butterfly.
SAY: Today is a happy day! It is Easter Sunday! Butterflies remind us of Easter and new life.
ASK: What other things remind you of Easter?

Transition to Explore
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets––
Songs).
• Have the children sing, “Jesus Is Alive!” (Bible Story Sheets––Songs), as they flit like butterflies to
your story area.
TIP: Give the children a five-minute warning before ending activities and transitioning to story time.
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7. Easter

(Luke 24:1-12)

Hosanna! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! (Mark 11:9)

EXPLORE
Sacred Conversations
• Have the children sit down in your story area.
ASK: I wonder:
o

What is the most amazing story you have ever heard?

o

Was there a part of the story that made you wonder if it was true?

Hear and See the Bible Story
Before class: Cut out the Easter lily Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28).
SAY: In our Bible story today, Jesus died and was buried in a tomb. When his friends went to the
tomb, they were surprised to find Jesus was gone!
• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.
• Place the Easter lily Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper.
• Tell the children the story, “The Tomb Is Empty” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 388–391).
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure video for Session 7 (Adventure DVD) with the children.
ASK: What reminds you of Jesus?

Interact with the Bible Story
• Read “Easter” (Bible Story Sheets––Session 7) to the children.
• Encourage the children to do the suggested motions.

Say the Bible Verse
Before class: Display the Unit 2 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 8).
• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children.
• Have the children repeat the Bible verse.
• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse
(Leader Guide—p. 95).

Transition to Respond
• Encourage the children to sing, “Jesus Is Alive!” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs), as they move to the
next activity.
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7. Easter

(Luke 24:1-12)

Hosanna! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! (Mark 11:9)

RESPOND
A—Lenten Box (Mural)
Before class: Make one photocopy of the Easter lily picture (Leader Guide—p. 48) and place in the
Lenten Box.
• Remove the Easter lily picture from the Lenten Box.
SAY: Today is Easter Sunday! We celebrate that Jesus is alive! Just like these lilies that return year
after year, the good news that Jesus is alive brings love and joy to the world forever.
ASK: What part of the Easter story surprised you the most?
• Choose a child to tape the class Easter lily sheet on the Lenten mural.
OR

B—Empty Tomb Donuts (Snack)
Before class: Cut donuts in half. Place a half donut and a donut hole on each plate.
• Have the children use the donut hole to “roll away the stone” from the half donut.
SAY: Four women who were friends of Jesus went to the tomb where Jesus was buried. They were
surprised Jesus was not there. An angel told them Jesus had risen!
ASK: How do you think the women felt when they didn’t find Jesus in the tomb?
TIP: Always check for allergies before serving food to the children.

Loving God, Loving Neighbor
Before class: Cut out “Jesus Matching Cards” (Class Kit—p. 9), if not done previously.
• Place the cards in a bag. Have the children sit in a circle.
SAY: Today is Easter and a special day to remember Jesus and the new life he brings to us. Let’s
remember the stories we’ve learned about Jesus.
• Pass the bag around the circle and have each child, one at a time, choose a card. Ask the child to
tell what she or he remembers about the story on the card.
ASK: How will you share the good news that Jesus is alive?
TIP: Be prepared to help the children with the stories.

Transition to Bless
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—
Songs).
• Give each child a white streamer. Let the children wave the streamers as they sing, “Jesus Is Alive!”
(Bible Story Sheets—Songs), and parade around the room to your worship area.
TIP: Save the white streamers to be used through Session 10.
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7. Easter

(Luke 24:1-12)

Hosanna! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! (Mark 11:9)

BLESS
Inviting
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board.
• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance and wave the
white streamers as the video plays.
• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the Easter lily Bible mural piece
you cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.
SAY: Easter is a special day to remember that Jesus loves us. Jesus spent his life telling us that God
loves us so much, and we are to love each other the way God loves us. We celebrate that Jesus is
alive!

Praising
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not already done in previous weeks.
• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.
• Choose one child to pick a card.
• Sing the song on that card.
PRAY: Thank you, God, for Jesus. Let us always remember to live like Jesus. Amen.
TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing.

Blessing
Before class: Have a small container of oil ready.
• Face each child. Dip the tip of your finger in the oil and touch the back of the child’s hand.
SAY: (Child’s name), Jesus loves you.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for Jesus and new life. Amen.

At Home with God
ASK: What’s one thing about today’s Bible story that you can tell your family?
• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 7 home with each child.
TIP: Keep at least one Songs sheet to use in class.
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7. Easter

(Luke 24:1-12)

Easter Lily
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8. Emmaus

(Luke 24:13-35)

Hosanna! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! (Mark 11:9)

PLAN
Session Outline

Supplies

1. Gather

3. Respond

Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television

Greeting

Breaking Bread

Road to Emmaus

True, Not True

Sandpaper Road

Loving God,
Loving Neighbor

or projector and screen | Offering basket |
Construction paper | Crayons or markers |
Tape | Dessert-size paper plates | Napkins |
Scissors | Glue | Cotton balls

Transition to Explore

Transition to Bless

2. Explore
Sacred Conversations

Gather: Sandpaper | Colored chalk | Toy

4. Bless

Hear and See the Bible
Story

Inviting

Interact with the Bible
Story

Blessing

people figures

Praising

Explore: Cloth

At Home with God

Say the Bible Verse

Respond: Pita crackers | Hummus | Large
bowl | Serving Spoon | White streamers

Transition to Respond

Bless: Small bowl of oil | White streamers

Before You Teach
Jesus appeared to two men as they were walking and talking on the road to Emmaus. The men were
discussing the recent events in Jerusalem, when Jesus suddenly appeared beside them. The two men
did not recognize Jesus.
Jesus asked the men what they were talking about. Cleopas, one of the men, told Jesus they were sad
because Jesus had been killed three days ago. Women went to the tomb, and Jesus was not there. An
angel told the women that Jesus is alive! How can that be? They were very confused. The stranger
(Jesus) explained to the men that they should believe what the prophets said long ago. He told
Cleopas and the other man about all the things the prophets had written.
When the three men arrived in Emmaus, Cleopas and his friend invited the stranger to stay and eat
with them. When they sat down to eat, the stranger took the bread, broke it, and blessed it. At that
moment, the men realized the stranger was Jesus. As soon as the men recognized Jesus, he
disappeared.
Jesus seemed frustrated with the men for not remembering what the prophets had said, but he did
not become angry at their confusion. He patiently explained to the men that the recent events were a
fulfilment of what the prophets had said. He realized it was hard for people to understand what
happened to him. Jesus patiently helps lead us all to understanding.
Let the children know it is OK to ask questions and wonder about the stories they hear.
What stories do you wonder about in the Bible? Choose one and spend time researching it. Approach
the stories as your children do, with wonder and curiosity.
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8. Emmaus

(Luke 24:13-35)

Hosanna! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! (Mark 11:9)

GATHER
Greeting
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or 16 & 17) at eye level.
• Play, “Part of the Story” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child with a greeting ritual.
• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table.
• Help each child put the Jesus-and-two-men attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the
Attendance Chart.
SAY: Today’s Bible story is about a time when Jesus appeared to his friends after Easter Sunday.
TIP: Welcome each child with a special greeting. Make this a greeting ritual each week.

A—Road to Emmaus (Activity Sheets)
Before class: Punch out the road and three figures on “Road to Emmaus” (Activity Sheets—p. 17) for
each child.
• Help the children assemble and decorate the road and figures according to the directions.
SAY: Cleopas and a friend were walking on the road to Emmaus, when a stranger joined them. The
men told the stranger they were sad about Jesus. The stranger talked with them about Jesus all the
way to Emmaus.
ASK: Who do you think the stranger was?
OR

B—Sandpaper Road (Art)
SAY: Our Bible story today is about Jesus and his two friends walking and talking on the way to
Emmaus. They walked about seven miles on a road made of dirt.
• Give each child a piece of sandpaper and some colored chalk. Invite them to use their imaginations
and draw the road to Emmaus with the chalk.
• Give each child three toy figures of people to act out the road to Emmaus.
SAY: The road to Emmaus was dirty and dusty. It probably wasn’t easy to walk on. The men were so
busy talking, they may not have noticed how dirty the road was or who else was on it.
ASK: How do you think the men felt when a stranger appeared and talked with them?

Transition to Explore
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets––
Songs).
• Have the children each bring the road and figures to your story area.
TIP: Give the children a five-minute warning before ending activities and transitioning to story time.
Preschool
Spring 2020

Permission is granted to duplicate this page for local church use only. © 2019 Cokesbury

– 50 –

Leader Guide
deepbluekids.com

8. Emmaus

(Luke 24:13-35)

Hosanna! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! (Mark 11:9)

EXPLORE
Sacred Conversations
• Have the children sit down in your story area.
ASK: I wonder:
o

Have you ever been confused about a story someone told you?

o

What questions did you ask to help you understand the story?

Hear and See the Bible Story
Before class: Cut out the Jesus-and-two-men Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28).
SAY: In our Bible story today, Jesus joined Cleopas and his friend as they were walking to Emmaus.
They were sad and confused that the women did not find Jesus in the tomb.
• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.
• Place the Jesus-and-two-men Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper.
• Tell the children the story, “The Road to Emmaus” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 392–394).
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure video for Session 8 (Adventure DVD) with the children.
ASK: How can you share the story of Easter?

Interact with the Bible Story
• Read “Emmaus” (Bible Story Sheets––Session 8) to the children.
• Encourage the children to do the suggested motions.

Say the Bible Verse
Before class: Display the Unit 2 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 8).
• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children.
• Have the children repeat the Bible verse.
• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse
(Leader Guide—p. 95).

Transition to Respond
• Encourage the children to sing, “Jesus is Alive!” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs), as they move to the
next activity.
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8. Emmaus

(Luke 24:13-35)

Hosanna! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! (Mark 11:9)

RESPOND
A—Breaking Bread (Snack)
Before class: Place pita crackers in a bowl. Place hummus on a plate for each child.
SAY: A stranger met Cleopas and his friend on the road to Emmaus. They didn’t know who he was.
When they arrived at Emmaus, they invited the stranger to eat with them.
ASK: How do you think the men felt when Jesus broke the bread and they knew he was Jesus?
• Invite the children to enjoy a snack of pita crackers and hummus.
TIP: Check for food allergies before serving food to children.
OR

B—True, Not True (Game)
SAY: The two men weren’t sure what was true and what wasn’t about the story they heard. They
didn’t know if Jesus was alive or not. It’s OK if we don’t know the answer. We can ask others to help
find the answer. That’s what Jesus wants us to do.
• Have the children line up on one side of the room.
• Invite the children to ask questions about the Jesus story that they are not sure of. If they are
willing to ask a question, let them move forward two giant steps.
ASK: What are some things you know are true about the story?
TIP: It’s OK for you, the leader, to say you don’t know the answer.

Loving God, Loving Neighbor
Before class: Remove the “Meet Our Neighbors” Poster (Class Kit—p. 3), the Map of Deep Blue Shores
(Class Kit—p. 14), and the Deep Blue Shores Figures and Zoo (Class Kit—p. 19). Assemble the zoo.
Photocopy “Meet Benjie” (Leader Guide—p. 54) for each child.
SAY: Today we meet Edgar’s dad, Benjie. He works at the zoo and cares for many living creatures.
ASK: What do you think Benjie does when he doesn’t know what to do for the creatures?
SAY: Even adults don’t always know the answers, and that’s OK. We can ask others for help.
• Invite each child to place the Benjie Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the “Meet Benjie” page (Leader
Guide—p. 54).

Transition to Bless
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—
Songs). Give each child a white streamer. Let the children wave the streamers as they sing, “Jesus Is
Alive!” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs).
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8. Emmaus

(Luke 24:13-35)

Hosanna! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! (Mark 11:9)

BLESS
Inviting
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board.
• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance and wave the
white streamers as the video plays.
• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the Jesus-and-two-men Bible
mural piece you cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.
SAY: Jesus helped Cleopas and his friend get over their confusion about Jesus. It’s OK to ask other
people for help if we are confused. Jesus always helped his friends.

Praising
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not already done in previous weeks.
• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.
• Choose one child to pick a card.
• Sing the song on that card.
PRAY: Thank you, God, for the help Jesus gives us when we are confused. Amen.
TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing.

Blessing
Before class: Have a small bowl of oil ready.
• Face each child. Dip the tip of your finger in the oil and touch the back of the child’s hand.
SAY: (Child’s name), Jesus helps you understand.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for Jesus. Amen.

At Home with God
ASK: What is one thing about today’s Bible story that you can share with your family?
• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 8 and the “Meet Benjie” sheet home with each child.
TIP: Keep at least one copy of the Songs sheet to use in class.
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8. Emmaus

(Luke 24:13-35)

Meet Benjie
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9. Thomas Believes

(John 20:24-31)

Hosanna! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! (Mark 11:9)

PLAN
Session Outline

Supplies

1. Gather

3. Respond

Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television

Greeting

Remembering Jesus

Believing

Do You Believe?

I Believe

Loving God,
Loving Neighbor

or projector and screen | Offering basket |
Tape | Construction paper (esp. white) |
Crayons (esp. white) | Craft sticks | Glue |
Scissors | Paper

Transition to Explore

Transition to Bless

2. Explore
Sacred Conversations

Gather: Watercolor crayons or markers |

4. Bless

Hear and See the Bible
Story

Inviting

Interact with the Bible
Story

Blessing

Spray bottle of water

Praising

Explore: Cloth

At Home with God

Say the Bible Verse
Transition to Respond

Respond: White streamers
Bless: Small bowl of oil | White streamers

Before You Teach
Our Bible story today is about the disciple Thomas—Doubting Thomas, as he is often called. Thomas
was not with the other disciples when Jesus appeared to them in the upper room. He had seen Jesus
die and was naturally skeptical of the disciples’ claim of seeing Jesus alive. He told them he would
believe Jesus was alive when he saw him with his own eyes.
A few days later, the disciples, including Thomas, were in a locked room, when suddenly Jesus
appeared. Jesus was not mad that Thomas didn’t believe the disciples. Jesus was patient with
Thomas. Jesus told Thomas to believe what he could not see. Thomas believed after seeing Jesus and
spread the Word of God in countries far away.
Jesus gave those of us who have never seen Jesus in the flesh, but still believe in him, a blessing. In
John 20:29, Jesus said, “Happy are those who don’t see and yet believe.” Jesus understood how hard
it is to believe in something that is unseen, and he is patient with us as we slowly understand.
It is important to meet the children where they are when telling Bible stories. Children are concrete
thinkers, much like Thomas. They understand concrete examples of faith and want to see, smell,
hear, and touch for themselves. Let them know it is OK to wonder about the stories and the many
things that happen in the Bible. Tell them we all wonder. We all continue to grow and read and talk
with other people to help us understand.
Have there been times when you have doubted? What helps you return to your belief in Jesus? Rest
in the assurance that when you doubt, Jesus is still with you. He understands your doubt and walks
with you through it.
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9. Thomas Believes

(John 20:24-31)

Hosanna! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! (Mark 11:9)

GATHER
Greeting
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or 16 & 17) at eye level.
• Play, “Part of the Story” (CD-ROM), as you welcome each child with a greeting ritual.
• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table.
• Help each child put the Jesus-and-Thomas attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the
Attendance Chart.
SAY: Today’s Bible story is about Jesus appearing to his friend, Thomas, after Easter.
TIP: Welcome each child with a special greeting. Make this a greeting ritual each week.

A—Believing (Activity Sheets)
Before class: Punch out the two circles on “Believing” (Activity Sheets—p. 19) for each child.
• Help each child follow the directions to make a flip stick.
SAY: Thomas wouldn’t believe that Jesus was alive until he saw Jesus for himself.
ASK: Have you ever not believed something your friends said?
TIP: Save the sticks for later use in the “Do You Believe?” game.
OR

B—I Believe (Art)
Before class: For each child, write the name Jesus in white crayon on the top half of a piece of white
construction paper; write the word Believe in white crayon on the bottom half of the white
construction paper.
• Mist the paper just before coloring.
• Invite the children to color the top half of the paper with watercolor crayons or markers.
• Invite the children to color the bottom half of the paper with watercolor crayons or markers.
SAY: The paper looked blank at first. After you colored the paper, you saw the words Jesus and
Believe. We can’t see Jesus, but we still believe in Jesus. When we believe in something we can’t see,
it is called faith.
ASK: Do you believe in Jesus, even if you can’t see him?

Transition to Explore
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets––
Songs).
• Sing, “Time to Get Together” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs), as the children move to the next activity.
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9. Thomas Believes

(John 20:24-31)

Hosanna! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! (Mark 11:9)

EXPLORE
Sacred Conversations
• Have the children sit down in your story area.
ASK: I wonder:
o

Have you told your friends something you saw and they did not believe you?

o

How did you feel when they didn’t believe you?

Hear and See the Bible Story
Before class: Cut out the Jesus-and-Thomas Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28).
SAY: In our Bible story today, Thomas did not believe his friends when they told him Jesus was alive.
• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.
• Place the Jesus-and-Thomas Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper.
• Tell the children the story, “Thomas Believes” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 435–437).
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure video for Session 9 (Adventure DVD) with the children.
ASK: Do you need to see something to believe it?

Interact with the Bible Story
• Read “Thomas Believes” (Bible Story Sheets––Session 9) to the children.
• Encourage the children to do the suggested motions.

Say the Bible Verse
Before class: Display the Unit 2 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 8).
• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children.
• Have the children repeat the Bible verse.
• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse
(Leader Guide—p. 95).

Transition to Respond
• Have the children hold hands as they move to the next activity.
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9. Thomas Believes

(John 20:24-31)

Hosanna! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! (Mark 11:9)

RESPOND
A—Remembering Jesus (Activity)
Before class: Photocopy “Remembering Jesus” (Leader Guide—p. 60) for each child.
• Invite the children to color the pictures of the items on the page.
• Encourage the children to share what they remember about the pictures and the Bible stories that
go with them.
SAY: Thomas finally believed that Jesus was alive. Today we have lots of things that remind us that
Jesus is alive.
ASK: What is your favorite way to remember Jesus is with us?
OR

B—Do You Believe? (Game)
• Have the children form a circle. Tell the children if they believe what you say is true, they should
hold up the “I Believe” side of their flip sticks made earlier and yell, “Yes, I believe!”
SAY: The wind blows, but we can’t see it. (Hold up the “I Believe” side.) Jesus is alive, but we can’t see
him. (Hold up the “I Believe” side.) These things we believe, even if we don’t see them.
ASK: What do you believe about Jesus?
TIP: Some statements to get you started: I believe . . . the wind blows, God loves me, Jesus is alive, all
trees are purple, that chair is green, I am growing taller.

Loving God, Loving Neighbor
Before class: Display the “Meet Our Neighbors” Poster (Class Kit—p. 3), the Map of Deep Blue Shores
(Class Kit—p.14), and the Deep Blue Shores Figures and Zoo (Class Kit—p. 19).
SAY: Last week, we met Benjie. He cares for the living creatures at the zoo. That must take a lot of
hard work.
ASK: What does Benjie have to do to take care of all the creatures?
• Have the children draw a picture of their favorite creature at the zoo.
ASK: Do you think Benjie has a favorite creature at the zoo?
• Encourage the children to play with the zoo structure.

Transition to Bless
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—
Songs).
• Give each child a white streamer. Let the children wave the streamers as they sing, “Jesus Is Alive!”
(Bible Story Sheets—Songs), and parade around the room to your worship area.
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9. Thomas Believes

(John 20:24-31)

Hosanna! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! (Mark 11:9)

BLESS
Inviting
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board.
• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance and wave the
white streamers as the video plays.
• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the Jesus-and-Thomas Bible
mural piece you cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.
SAY: Jesus invited Thomas to believe, even if he did not see. He understood that it was hard for
Thomas to believe without seeing.

Praising
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not already done in previous weeks.
• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.
• Choose one child to pick a card.
• Sing the song on that card.
PRAY: Thank you, God, for being patient with us when we do not believe. Amen.
TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing.

Blessing
Before class: Have a small bowl of oil ready.
• Face each child. Dip the tip of your finger in the oil and touch the back of the child’s hand.
SAY: (Child’s name), may you know Jesus is always with you.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for our belief. Amen.

At Home with God
SAY: What’s one thing about today’s Bible story that you can tell your family?
• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 9 home with each child.
TIP: Keep at least one Songs sheet to use in class.

Preschool
Spring 2020

Permission is granted to duplicate this page for local church use only. © 2019 Cokesbury

– 59 –

Leader Guide
deepbluekids.com

9. Thomas Believes

(John 20:24-31)

Remembering Jesus
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10. Peter and John

(Acts 4:1-22)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

PLAN
Session Outline

Supplies

1. Gather

3. Respond

Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television

Greeting

Jumping and Leaping

Peter Heals

Leap for Joy

Painting Praise

Loving God,
Loving Neighbor

or projector and screen | Offering basket |
Tape | Construction paper | Crayons or
markers | Plastic table cover | Plastic
containers for paint and water | Smocks |
Paper plates | Glue | Scissors | Washable
paint | Paper

Transition to Explore

Transition to Bless

2. Explore
Sacred Conversations

4. Bless

Hear and See the Bible
Story

Inviting

Interact with the Bible
Story

Blessing

Gather: Envelopes | Spring-type clothespins

Praising

| Pompons

At Home with God

Say the Bible Verse
Transition to Respond

Explore: Cloth
Respond: Mats | Biblical costumes
Bless: No additional supplies

Before You Teach
Jesus instructed his disciples to continue telling people about God after he was gone. Jesus wanted
his disciples to continue to share God’s love, serve, and heal those in need. The Book of Acts tells us
the stories of those who continued the work of Jesus. This week we will hear about Peter healing a
man who could not walk.
On special days, the Jewish people would go to the temple to pray. Peter and John were going to the
temple one afternoon to pray. At the temple gate, there was a man who could not walk, begging
outside the gate. This man was not allowed in the temple because he could not walk. According to
Jewish tradition, being unable to walk made the man unclean. The man asked Peter and John for
money. Peter tells the man, “I do not have money to give you, but I have a better gift for you. I can
give you Jesus Christ. In the name of Jesus Christ, get up and walk!”
The man jumped up immediately and started walking. He was no longer considered unclean, and for
the first time in his life, he was allowed to enter the temple to pray. He went into the temple with
Peter and John and began to praise God. The man who could not walk was given a new life.
Young children know they are not able to heal a man, like Peter did, but they can care and serve
those in need. Help your children understand their actions can make a difference to others.
When you are in the classroom with the children each Sunday, you share God’s love. Your
commitment to serving and loving the children are real reminders of God’s love to the children.
Before class starts, sit quietly in your classroom and thank God for each of the children you share
God’s love with. Thank God for the love God gives to you.
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10. Peter and John

(Acts 4:1-22)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

GATHER
Greeting
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or 16 & 17) at eye level.
• Play, “Changed” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child with a greeting ritual.
• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table.
• Help each child put the three men attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance Chart.
SAY: Today’s Bible story is about Jesus’ friends, Peter and John, visiting the temple. They helped a
man who could not walk.
TIP: Welcome each child with a special greeting. Make this a greeting ritual each week.

A—Peter Heals (Activity Sheets)
Before class: Punch out the “Peter Heals” Puzzle pieces (Activity Sheets—p. 21) for each child. Place
each puzzle in an envelope.
• Help each child follow the directions to glue the puzzle together on a piece of construction paper.
SAY: Peter and John met a man at the temple who could not walk. Because he could not walk, he was
considered unclean and not allowed to go into the temple to worship God.
ASK: How would you feel if you could not walk or run?
OR

B—Painting Praise (Art)
Before class: Fill containers with washable paint. Pinch pompons onto the clothespins to use as
paintbrushes. Cover the table with a plastic cloth.
SAY: Peter and John went to the temple to pray. They met a man at the temple gate who could not
walk, so he could not enter the temple to pray.
ASK: How do you think the man felt when Peter healed him and he was allowed to praise God in the
temple?
• Help each child put on a smock.
• Invite the children to use the clothespin pompons to paint a picture of how they feel when they are
praising God.

Transition to Explore
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets––
Songs).
• Invite the children to jump up and down with joy as they move to the next activity.
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10. Peter and John

(Acts 4:1-22)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

EXPLORE
Sacred Conversations
• Have the children sit down in your story area.
ASK: I wonder:
o

Have you helped someone recently?

o

How did you feel when you were able to help someone?

Hear and See the Bible Story
Before class: Cut out the three men Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28).
SAY: In our Bible story today, Peter helped a man walk. Peter remembered that Jesus wanted him to
help others.
• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.
• Place the three men Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper.
• Tell the children the story, “Peter and John” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 450–452).
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure video for Session 10 (Adventure DVD) with the children.
ASK: How do you serve others?

Interact with the Bible Story
• Read “Peter and John” (Bible Story Sheets––Session 10) to the children.
• Encourage the children to do the suggested motions.

Say the Bible Verse
Before class: Remove the Unit 3 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 31).
• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children.
• Have the children repeat the Bible verse.
• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse
(Leader Guide—p. 96).

Transition to Respond
• Have the children sing, “Tell of God” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs), as they move to the next activity.
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10. Peter and John

(Acts 4:1-22)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

RESPOND
A—Jumping and Leaping (Game)
• Tell the children to do the movement you call out. Call out movements (such as hop, skip, and so
forth) one at a time.
SAY: The man was so full of joy to be healed, he didn’t just walk to the temple. He may have leaped
because he was so happy!
ASK: What movements would you use to express your joy?
OR

B—Leap for Joy (Drama)
Before class: Have several mats and some biblical dress-up costumes available.
• Encourage the children to dress up in the biblical costumes.
• Let them take turns being the man who was healed and Peter, who did the healing.
SAY: The man who could not walk asked Peter and John for money. Peter said, “I will give you a better
gift. I can give you Jesus Christ.”
ASK: Did the man like the gift Peter gave him?

Loving God, Loving Neighbor
Before class: Photocopy two “Mission Envelopes” (Leader Guide—p. 66) for each child. Write “P” for
Prayer on one and “G” for Gifts on the other envelope. Remove and display the Mission Poster (Class
Kit—p. 2).
SAY: Today we are going to learn about the Wesley Centre mission. It is a place in South Africa that
cares for sick children who are orphans and children who live in poverty.
ASK: What are some ways we can show our love and support to the children at the Wesley Centre?
• Encourage the children to color and assemble the envelopes. Have each child place the Sticker
(Bible Story Sheets) of the children at the playground on a strip of paper and place the strip of
paper in the Prayer envelope.
SAY: We can pray for the children at the John Wesley Community Centre. God, please look after the
children at the Wesley Community Centre in South Africa. Amen.
TIP: Keep the Prayer envelopes in the class to add to through Session 14.

Transition to Bless
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—
Songs).
• Have the children skip and sing, “Tell of God” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs), as they move to your
worship area.
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10. Peter and John

(Acts 4:1-22)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

BLESS
Inviting
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) and “World Map” (Class Kit—p. 25) on a wall
or bulletin board.
• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance as the video
plays.
• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the three men Bible mural piece
you cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.
ASK: Can you find Africa on the World Map?
SAY: Peter and John continued to do the work of Jesus by sharing God’s love with the man who could
not walk. The John Wesley Community Centre also does the work of Jesus in South Africa.

Praising
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not already done.
• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.
• Choose one child to pick a card.
• Sing the song on that card.
PRAY: Thank you, God, for everyone who shares your love with others. Amen.
TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing.

Blessing
• Face each child. Lightly place your hand on the child’s shoulder.
SAY: (Child’s name), you are a child of God.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for (child’s name). Amen.

At Home with God
Before class: Photocopy the Mission Letter (Leader Guide—p. 78) for each child.
• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 10, the Bible verse Sticker (Bible Story Sheets), a copy of the
Mission Letter, and the Gifts mission envelope home with each child.
• Tell the children the class will be collecting money for the John Wesley Community Centre for the
next few weeks. They can put their gifts of money in the envelopes and return them to class.
TIP: Keep at least one Songs sheet to use in class.
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10. Peter and John

(Acts 4:1-22)

Mission Envelope

Preschool
Spring 2020

Permission is granted to duplicate this page for local church use only. © 2019 Cokesbury

– 66 –

Leader Guide
deepbluekids.com

11. Peter in Prison

(Acts 12:1-17)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

PLAN
Session Outline

Supplies

1. Gather

3. Respond

Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television

Greeting

Follow the Angel

Prayer Cards

Prayer Walk

Peter’s Escape

Loving God,
Loving Neighbor

or projector and screen | Offering basket |
Tape | Construction paper | Crayons or
markers | Scissors | Paper

Transition to Explore

Transition to Bless

2. Explore
Sacred Conversations

4. Bless

Hear and See the Bible
Story

Inviting

Interact with the Bible
Story

Blessing

Gather: Brads
Explore: Cloth

Praising

Respond: No additional supplies

At Home with God

Say the Bible Verse

Bless: No additional supplies

Transition to Respond

Before You Teach
Today’s Bible story finds Peter in prison. King Herod was determined to get rid of the followers of
Jesus. Since his persecution of James had pleased the Jews, he decided to arrest Peter. Peter was
chained and placed in jail with four squads of soldiers to guard him. He was scheduled to be executed
the next day.
Peter’s fellow Christians did not know what to do, so they gathered together and prayed. I imagine
they were skeptical on how prayer could help Peter. They did not expect Peter to come knocking on
their door, but that is exactly what happened. God sent an angel to rescue Peter and, when he was
released from jail, he ran all the way to the house where the followers were praying. When Rhoda,
the female servant, opened the door, she was so surprised that she shut the door on Peter and ran to
tell the others. The followers had to go to the door to see for themselves that Peter was really there.
Peter visited with the followers for a while and then continued on his way to spread the Word of God
and continue his ministry.
This is a good Bible story to talk with your children about prayer. Prayer is important for others, as
well as for ourselves. We may be unsure of what is needed, but we can be sure that God hears the
prayers. God may not answer our prayers in ways we expect, but we have faith that the answers we
get are the ones God knows we need.
Is there a prayer you have been talking over with God? Do you feel God has not answered your
prayer? Maybe you are getting frustrated and impatient. God’s time is not our time. Be aware of
what is happening in your life. Has God answered your prayer in a way you did not expect and you did
not notice? Continue to pray. God hears you.
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11. Peter in Prison

(Acts 12:1-17)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

GATHER
Greeting
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or 16 & 17) at eye level.
• Play, “Changed” (CD-ROM), as you welcome each child with a greeting ritual.
• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table.
• Help each child put the Peter knocking attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance
Chart.
SAY: Today’s Bible story is about Jesus’ friend, Peter, and his escape from jail.
TIP: Welcome each child with a special greeting. Make this a greeting ritual each week.

A—Prayer Cards (Activity Sheets)
Before class: Punch out the two “Prayer Cards” (Activity Sheets—p. 23) for each child.
• Help each child follow the directions to make the Prayer Cards.
SAY: The followers of Jesus prayed for Peter while he was in jail. We can let others know we are
praying for them.
ASK: Who would you like to say prayers for today? How do you feel when you pray for others?
OR

B—Peter’s Escape (Art)
Before class: Photocopy “Peter’s Escape” (Leader Guide—p. 72) for each child.
• Encourage the children to color the pictures on the two circles. Help the children cut out the circles.
• Place the circle with the missing section on top of the complete circle, with pictures facing up.
Secure with a brad through the hole in the center of both circles. Show the children how to turn the
card to see one picture at a time.
SAY: We will hear the Bible story of Peter during our story time today.
ASK: Can you tell what happened in the story by looking at the pictures?

Transition to Explore
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets––
Songs).
• Tell the children to pretend you are the angel, and have them follow you to the next activity.
• TIP: Give the children a five-minute warning before ending activities and transitioning to story time.
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11. Peter in Prison

(Acts 12:1-17)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

EXPLORE
Sacred Conversations
• Have the children sit down in your story area.
ASK: I wonder:
o

Have you ever been surprised?

o

How did you act when you were surprised?

Hear and See the Bible Story
Before class: Cut out the Peter knocking Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28).
SAY: In our Bible story today, an angel guided Peter out of jail. He ran to the house where his friends
were gathered praying for him.
• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.
• Place the Peter knocking Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper.
• Tell the children the story, “Peter in Prison” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 484–488).
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure video for Session 11 (Adventure DVD) with the children.
ASK: How do you feel when someone returns whom you weren’t expecting?

Interact with the Bible Story
• Read “Peter in Prison” (Bible Story Sheets––Session 11) to the children.
• Encourage the children to do the suggested motions.

Say the Bible Verse
Before class: Display the Unit 3 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 31).
• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children.
• Have the children repeat the Bible verse.
• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse
(Leader Guide—p. 96).

Transition to Respond
• Have the children sing, “Tell of God” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs), as they move to the next activity.
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11. Peter in Prison

(Acts 12:1-17)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

RESPOND
A—Follow the Angel (Game)
• Have the children stand in a circle. Choose one child to start.
• The first child starts with an action, and all the children copy the action. The next child does the
first action and adds an action of his or her own. Continue around the circle.
SAY: Peter’s friends prayed for him. Peter followed the angel to help him escape. Peter and his friends
were surprised that Peter escaped.
ASK: How did Peter feel when the angel appeared? How did his friends feel when Peter appeared?
OR

B—Prayer Walk (Movement)
Before class: Cut out circles from construction paper and lay the circles on the floor in a spiral shape.
Make the circles large enough for the children to walk on.
SAY: We are going to pray for others today, just like Peter’s friends prayed for him.
• Have the children line up. Have the first child step on the first circle and say, “I pray for . . .” Have
that child move to the next circle. The next child steps on the circle and says, “I pray for . . .” The
prayer walk continues until all the children have had a chance to pray.
ASK: How does it feel to pray for others?
TIP: If a child does not have a prayer, offer a prayer for that child and continue the movement.

Loving God, Loving Neighbor
Before class: Display the Mission Poster (Class Kit—p. 2).
SAY: Last week we heard about the John Wesley Community Centre in South Africa. It is a place that
offers help to children who need services to make their lives better.
ASK: What are some of the services the John Wesley Centre might offer to the children?
• Have each child place the Sticker of the teacher (Bible Story Sheets) on a strip of paper and place
the strip of paper in the Prayer envelope.
SAY: We can pray for the teachers at the John Wesley Community Centre: God, please help the
teachers at the John Wesley Centre care for the children. Amen.
TIP: Keep the Prayer envelopes in the class to add prayers to through Session 14.

Transition to Bless
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—
Songs).
• Have the children hold their hands in prayer as they move to your worship area.
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11. Peter in Prison

(Acts 12:1-17)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

BLESS
Inviting
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) and “World Map” (Class Kit—p. 25) on a wall
or bulletin board.
• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance as the video
plays.
• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the Peter knocking Bible mural
piece you cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.
SAY: Show me on the map where you think Peter may have been in prison.
SAY: Peter escaped from jail and was able to continue sharing God’s Word with the world. His friends
also shared God’s Word with the world.
ASK: Can you show me on the map where you think Peter went after he got out of prison?

Praising
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not already done.
• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.
• Choose one child to pick a card.
• Sing the song on that card.
PRAY: Thank you, God, for hearing our prayers. Amen.
TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing.

Blessing
• Face each child. Lightly place your hand on the child’s shoulder.
SAY: (Child’s name), God hears your prayers.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for (child’s name). Amen.

At Home with God
• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 11 and the Prayer Cards home with each child.
• Remind the children they will be collecting money for the John Wesley Community Centre for the
next few weeks. They can put their gifts in the envelopes you sent home last week and return them
to class.
TIP: Keep at least one Songs sheet to use in class.
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11. Peter in Prison

(Acts 12:1-17)

Peter’s Escape
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12. Paul Is Changed

(Acts 9:1-19)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

PLAN
Session Outline

Supplies

1. Gather

3. Respond

Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television

Greeting

Flashlight Fun

Road to Damascus

Eating in the Dark

What Did Paul See?

Loving God,
Loving Neighbor

or projector and screen | Offering basket |
Tape | Construction paper | Crayons or
markers | Scissors | Plastic tablecloth |
Dessert-size paper plates | Paper |
Permanent markers

Transition to Explore

Transition to Bless

2. Explore
Sacred Conversations

4. Bless

Hear and See the Bible
Story

Inviting

Interact with the Bible
Story

Blessing

Gather: Glitter tape or glitter pens |
Watercolor paper | “Bleeding” art tissue paper
| Spray water bottle

Praising
At Home with God

Say the Bible Verse
Transition to Respond

Explore: Cloth
Respond: Flashlight | Fish-shaped
crackers | Large bowl | Serving spoon

Bless: No additional supplies

Before You Teach
Our Bible story today is about Paul. Paul was a Pharisee. The Pharisees were a group of Jewish leaders
who believed the best way to serve God was to strictly follow the law of Moses. Paul did not like
Christians and was determined to wipe out the early followers of Jesus.
As we meet Paul in the Bible story, he is on his way to Damascus to arrest Jesus’ followers and take
them back to Jerusalem. As Paul came near to Damascus, a bright light blinded him. He heard the
voice of Jesus ask him, “Why are you being unkind to my followers?” When the light faded, Paul still
could not see. I imagine Paul was scared. Jesus told Paul that when he got to Damascus, someone
would come to help him.
True to his word, Jesus sent Ananias to help Paul in Damascus. Ananias did not want to go because he
knew Paul’s reputation as a hater of Jewish people. “I have chosen Paul to tell others about me,” said
Jesus. Ananias did as God asked. Paul was baptized and began to tell everyone he met about Jesus.
Help your children understand that God loves everyone, even those who may do bad things. Let the
children know there is nothing they could do to make God love them less. Tell your children that they
can also share God’s love every day.
Read Acts 9:1-19 silently to yourself. In a blinding instant, Paul’s life was changed forever. There are
many ways we can feel God enter our lives. God could enter swiftly and unexpectedly or in a slow,
thoughtful process. Or maybe you have always felt God in your life. Take time now to thank God for
the unconditional love God gives to you.
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12. Paul Is Changed

(Acts 9:1-19)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

GATHER
Greeting
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or 16 & 17) at eye level.
• Play, “Changed” (CD-ROM), as you welcome each child with a greeting ritual.
• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table.
• Help each child put the Paul attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance Chart.
SAY: Today’s Bible story is about a man named Paul. Paul did not like the followers of Jesus.
TIP: Welcome each child with a special greeting. Make this a greeting ritual each week.

A—Road to Damascus (Activity Sheets)
Before class: Punch out the “Paul Is Changed” picture (Activity Sheets—p. 25) for each child.
• Help each child follow the directions to decorate the picture.
SAY: Paul was blinded as he was on his way to Damascus to arrest the followers of Jesus.
ASK: Why do you think Paul didn’t like the followers of Jesus?
OR

B—What Did Paul See? (Art)
Before class: Cover the table with a plastic cloth. Cut small pieces of “bleeding” art tissue paper in
assorted colors, including black, for each child.
• Give each child two sheets of watercolor paper. Spritz each sheet lightly with the water bottle to
keep the tissue paper in place.
SAY: Our Bible story today will tell us that Paul was blinded by Jesus on the way to Damascus.
ASK: What do you think Paul could see after he was blinded?
• Have each child cover one sheet of watercolor paper with all black tissue paper. Mist water on the
tissue paper with the spray bottle. Set aside to dry. Remove the tissue paper when dry.
ASK: What do you think Paul saw when he could see again?
• Let the children draw with permanent markers what they think Paul saw on the second sheet of
paper. Repeat above steps with colored tissue paper.

Transition to Explore
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets––
Songs).
• Tell the children to walk arm in arm as they move to the next activity.
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12. Paul Is Changed

(Acts 9:1-19)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

EXPLORE
Sacred Conversations
• Have the children sit down in your story area.
ASK: I wonder:
o

Have you ever been in a dark room?

o

How did you feel when you couldn’t see anything?

Hear and See the Bible Story
Before class: Cut out the Paul Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28).
SAY: In our Bible story today, Paul was blinded on his way to Damascus. He was going to Damascus to
arrest followers of Jesus.
• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.
• Place the Paul Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper.
• Tell the children the story, “Paul Changes” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 462–465).
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure video for Session 12 (Adventure DVD) with the children.
ASK: What has changed in your life?

Interact with the Bible Story
• Read “Paul Is Changed” (Bible Story Sheets––Session 12) to the children.
• Encourage the children to do the suggested motions.

Say the Bible Verse
Before class: Display the Unit 3 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 31).
• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children.
• Have the children repeat the Bible verse.
• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse
(Leader Guide—p. 96).

Transition to Respond
• Have the children sing, “Paul Became a Follower” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs), as they move to the
next activity.
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12. Paul Is Changed

(Acts 9:1-19)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

RESPOND
A—Flashlight Fun (Science)
• Let the children take turns shining the flashlight around the room. Let them turn the flashlight on
and off.
• Shine the light on a bare wall and let the children make shadows on the wall with their hands.
SAY: A bright light from Jesus caused Paul to change his ways and love Jesus.
ASK: How can we share our love of Jesus with others?
OR

B—Eating in the Dark (Snack)
Before class: Fill a large bowl with fish-shaped crackers.
• One at a time, have the children close their eyes and try to spoon the fish-shaped crackers out of
the large bowl onto their plate. After a few tries, have another child hold their hand and help them
put the fish-shaped crackers on their plate. After everyone has crackers on their plates, enjoy.
SAY: Paul had to wait several days before he could see again. He probably needed someone to help
him eat.
ASK: How did it feel to help your friends?

Loving God, Loving Neighbor
Before class: Display the Mission Poster (Class Kit—p. 2).
SAY: The last few weeks, we have been talking about the John Wesley Community Centre in South
Africa. The goal of the Wesley Centre is to change the lives of people who are in need. Through the
programs of the John Wesley Community Centre, they bring hope and change to the community
around them.
SAY: We decided we could pray to help the John Wesley Community Centre.
• Turn the lights off in the room. Turn the flashlight on and off. Tell the children when the flashlight is
on, say a prayer for the John Wesley Community Centre.
• Have each child place the apple Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on a strip of paper and place in their
Prayer envelopes.
TIP: Help the children with words to pray for the John Wesley Community Centre. Keep the Prayer
envelopes in the class to add prayers through Session 14.

Transition to Bless
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—
Songs).
• Have the children hold hands and close their eyes. Lead them to your worship area.
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12. Paul Is Changed

(Acts 9:1-19)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

BLESS
Inviting
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) and “World Map” (Class Kit—p. 25) on a wall
or bulletin board.
• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome“ (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance as the video
plays.
• Gather the children around the Bible Mural and the World Map. Invite a child to tape the Paul Bible
mural piece you cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.
SAY: Our theme song says all are welcome.
ASK: Do you think Paul welcomed everyone to Jesus?
SAY: Paul was changed after he was blinded on the road to Damascus. He didn’t want to hurt
followers of Jesus anymore. He loved Jesus and shared Jesus and his love with others.
ASK: How can we welcome everyone and share God’s love?

Praising
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not already done in previous weeks.
• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.
• Choose one child to pick a card.
• Sing the song on that card.
PRAY: Thank you, God, for helping us to change. Amen.
TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing.

Blessing
• Face each child. Lightly place your hand on the child’s shoulder.
SAY: (Child’s name), God watches over you.
PRAY: Dear God, keep (child’s name) safe. Amen.

At Home with God
Before class: Photocopy the Mission Letter (Leader Guide—p. 78) for each child.
• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 12 and a copy of the Mission Letter home with each child.
TIP: Encourage the children to color the sheet at home and share what they know about the centre
with their families.
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12. Paul Is Changed

(Acts 9:1-19)

Mission Letter
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13. Paul Escapes

(Acts 9:20-25)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

PLAN
Session Outline

Supplies

1. Gather

3. Respond

Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television

Greeting

My Friends

Friends

Friends Help

Wall and Basket Play

Loving God,
Loving Neighbor

or projector and screen | Offering basket |
Tape | Construction paper | Crayons or
markers | Glue | Yarn | Wet wipes | Paper |
Scissors

Transition to Explore

Transition to Bless

2. Explore
Sacred Conversations

Gather: Small pieces of fabric | Small

4. Bless

Hear and See the Bible
Story

Inviting

Interact with the Bible
Story

Blessing

baskets | Blocks | Toy figures | String

Praising

Explore: Cloth

At Home with God

Say the Bible Verse

Respond: Ink pads | Connecting blocks
such as LEGOs

Transition to Respond

Bless: No additional supplies

Before You Teach
Following Paul’s encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus and his temporary blindness, Paul
spent the rest of his life sharing the good news of Jesus with everyone he met. Not everyone was
happy with Paul’s new zeal for proclaiming Jesus as God’s Son. The Jewish religious leaders wanted to
get rid of Paul. They posted guards along the city gates to catch Paul as he tried to leave the city.
Paul’s friends heard of the plan and quickly made a plan of their own to get Paul out of the city safely.
They took Paul to the home of a friend who lived on the exterior wall of the city. Through the window
of the house, they lowered Paul down in a basket.
Paul left the city and began his travels to foreign lands to share the good news of Jesus. Paul shared
the good news with everyone he met. Traveling to far-off places is not required to share the good
news. We can share the good new with persons we meet every day in our neighborhood. For Paul,
being a follower of Jesus meant living his life as Jesus would. We, too, can share the good news by
living our lives the way Jesus did.
For young children, focus on how the friends helped Jesus. Talk about what you do for friends and
what you can let friends do for you. Jesus was a friend to many. He chose to help and care for people
he met. Children can choose to do the same.
Have you helped a friend recently? We help friends and others because we care about them. We help
because that is what Jesus wants us to do. Praise God that you can help others and share God’s
Word.
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13. Paul Escapes

(Acts 9:20-25)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

GATHER
Greeting
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or 16 & 17) at eye level.
• Play, “Changed” (CD-ROM), as you welcome each child with a greeting ritual.
• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table.
• Help each child put the basket attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance Chart.
SAY: Today’s Bible story is about Paul and a time when he needed help from his friends.
TIP: Welcome each child with a special greeting. Make this a greeting ritual each week.

A—Friends (Activity Sheets)
Before class: Punch out the “Friends” figure (Activity Sheets—p. 27) for each child.
• Help each child follow the directions to decorate the person.
SAY: There were people who wanted to arrest Paul, so his friends helped him escape.
ASK: Why do you think the people wanted to arrest Paul?
OR

B—Wall and Basket Play (Drama)
Before class: Tie yarn or string through the top of small baskets.
• Encourage the children to build a wall with blocks. Show them how they can put toy figures in the
baskets and lower them down the wall.
SAY: Paul escaped danger by hiding in a basket. Paul’s friends helped Paul stay safe.
ASK: How do you help your friends stay safe?

Transition to Explore
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets––
Songs).
• Sing, “Paul Became a Follower” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs), as the children move to the next
activity.
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13. Paul Escapes

(Acts 9:20-25)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

EXPLORE
Sacred Conversations
• Have the children sit down in your story area.
ASK: I wonder:
o

Has a friend ever helped you?

o

Have you ever helped a friend?

Hear and See the Bible Story
Before class: Cut out the basket Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28).
SAY: In our Bible story today, Paul’s friends helped him escape to safety.
• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.
• Place the basket Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper.
• Tell the children the story, “Paul Escapes” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 466–468).
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure video for Session 13 (Adventure DVD) with the children.
ASK: Who helps you stay safe?

Interact with the Bible Story
• Read “Paul Escapes” (Bible Story Sheets––Session 13) to the children.
• Encourage the children to do the suggested motions.

Say the Bible Verse
Before class: Display the Unit 3 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 31).
• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children.
• Have the children repeat the Bible verse.
• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse
(Leader Guide—p. 96).

Transition to Respond
• Have the children sing, “Tell of God” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs), as they move to the next activity.
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13. Paul Escapes

(Acts 9:20-25)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

RESPOND
A—My Friends (Art)
Before class: Photocopy and cut out one heart (Leader Guide—p. 84) for each child.
• Invite each child to press his or her thumb onto the ink pad, and then on the inside of the heart.
• Help the children, as needed, write their names next to their thumbprints.
• Pass each heart page around until all the children have put their thumbprint in all the hearts and
the heart returns to the original owner.
SAY: We have many friends. We have friends in our Sunday school class who help us.
ASK: Where else do we have friends to help us?
OR

B—Friends Help (Game)
• Choose a child to be the person who “freezes” others.
• Explain to the children who are frozen that they must stay where they are. They must stay there
until a “friend” (another child) comes to tag and unfreeze them.
SAY: Paul needed help from his friends, and they helped him.
ASK: How do you think Paul felt when his friends helped him?
TIP: Play several times so other children get to be the “freezer.”

Loving God, Loving Neighbor
Before class: Display the Mission Poster (Class Kit—p. 2).
SAY: We have been praying and collecting money for our friends at the John Wesley Community
Centre. Today we are going to build a safe house of prayer for our friends.
SAY: Every time we add a connecting block to our safe house, we will say a prayer. It can be a prayer
of thankfulness, a prayer of hope, or a praise of joy—any kind of prayer you want.
• Let the children take turns adding a connecting block and saying a prayer. At the end of the activity,
have everyone say, “AMEN!”
• Have each child place the home-with-a-heart Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on a strip of paper and
place in their Prayer envelopes.
TIP: Keep the Prayer envelopes in the class to add prayers through next week.

Transition to Bless
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—
Songs). Have all the children hold hands as they move to your worship area.
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13. Paul Escapes

(Acts 9:20-25)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

BLESS
Inviting
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) and “World Map” (Leader Guide—p. 25) on a
wall or bulletin board.
• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome“ (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance as the video
plays.
• Gather the children around the Bible Mural and World Map. Invite a child to tape the basket Bible
mural piece you cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.
ASK: Can you find Africa on the world map?
SAY: John Wesley Community Centre is a safe place for children in South Africa.
ASK: Where else in the world do you think there are safe places for children?

Praising
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not already done in previous sessions.
• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.
• Choose one child to pick a card.
• Sing the song on that card.
PRAY: Thank you, God, for giving us friends. Amen.
TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing.

Blessing
• Face each child. Lightly place your hand on the child’s shoulder.
SAY: (Child’s name), friends are very special.
PRAY: Dear God, help (child’s name) be a good friend. Amen.

At Home with God
Before class: Photocopy the Mission Letter (Leader Guide—p. 78) for each child.
ASK: What’s one thing about today’s Bible story that you can tell your family?
• Send Bible Story Sheets—Lesson 13 and a copy of the Mission Letter home with each child.
• Remind the children to bring in their mission offering for John Wesley Community Centre next
week.
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13. Paul Escapes

(Acts 9:20-25)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)
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14. Pentecost

(Acts 2:1-41)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

PLAN
Session Outline

Supplies

1. Gather

3. Respond

Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television

Greeting

Flying Dove

Dove Suncatcher

Flames of Pentecost

Holy Spirit

Loving God,
Loving Neighbor

or projector and screen | Offering basket |
Tape | Construction paper | Crayons or
markers | Glue | Yarn | Craft sticks | Paper
punch | Scissors | Paper

Transition to Explore

Transition to Bless

2. Explore
Sacred Conversations

Gather: Colored chalk | Tissue paper (red,

4. Bless

Hear and See the Bible
Story

Inviting

Interact with the Bible
Story

Blessing

yellow, orange) | Contact paper

Praising

Explore: Cloth

At Home with God

Say the Bible Verse

Respond: Streamers (red, yellow, or
orange)

Transition to Respond

Bless: No additional supplies

Before You Teach
Pentecost, meaning “fifty,” was the Greek term for the Jewish Feast of Weeks. Pentecost begins fifty
days after the Passover. Jewish people traveled to Jerusalem to meet together in worship. They
brought the first fruits of the harvest for an offering.
The disciples, friends of Jesus, were gathered in Jerusalem to observe Pentecost. While the friends of
Jesus were celebrating together in a room, the Holy Spirit entered the room. There was a mighty
wind, flames like fire over each person’s head, and they began to speak in many languages. God
made sure they knew the Holy Spirit had come.
The arrival of the Holy Spirit marked a new beginning for the followers of Jesus. Peter preached to the
many Jewish people who were in Jerusalem that day. Many people were baptized because of Peter’s
preaching. The believers grew and began to come together to learn and pray, to care for each other,
and to remember Jesus. Today we often refer to Pentecost as the day the church was born.
The Holy Spirit will be hard for young children to understand. It can be hard for many adults to
understand! Tell the children that God sent the Holy Spirit to us so we would know God is always with
us. We don’t see the Holy Spirit, but we know the Holy Spirit is with us. We don’t see the wind, but
we know the wind is there because we feel it. The wind is like the Holy Spirit.
Has there been a time when you have felt the presence of the Holy Spirit? How did the feeling make
you feel? Thank God for sending the Holy Spirit to be with you always.
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14. Pentecost

(Acts 2:1-41)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

GATHER
Greeting
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or 16 & 17) at eye level.
• Play, “Changed” (CD-ROM), as you welcome each child with a greeting ritual.
• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table.
• Help each child put the dove-and-flame attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance
Chart.
SAY: Today we will hear a story about a special day in the church, a day we call Pentecost.
TIP: Welcome each child with a special greeting. Make this a greeting ritual each week.

A—Dove Suncatcher (Activity Sheets)
Before class: Punch out “Dove Suncatcher” (Activity Sheets—p. 29) for each child.
• Help each child follow the directions to decorate and complete the suncatcher.
SAY: The friends of Jesus were gathered in Jerusalem for the Jewish celebration of Pentecost. The
Holy Spirit appeared in the room with the friends of Jesus.
ASK: How do you think the friends of Jesus knew the Holy Spirit was present?
OR

B—Holy Spirit (Art)
• Give each child a piece of colored construction paper and colored chalk.
• Invite the children to draw what they think the flames and the wind looked like when the Holy
Spirit appeared.
SAY: When the Holy Spirit arrived, flames appeared, wind blew, and the people talked in different
languages.
ASK: How do you think the friends of Jesus felt when all that happened?

Transition to Explore
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets––
Songs).
• Invite the children to pretend they are being blown by the wind as they move to the next activity.
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14. Pentecost

(Acts 2:1-41)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

EXPLORE
Sacred Conversations
• Have the children sit down in your story area.
ASK: I wonder:
o

What does a really strong wind feel like?

o

Would you be afraid if a flame appeared above your head?

Hear and See the Bible Story
Before class: Cut out the dove-and-flame Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28).
SAY: In our Bible story today, the friends of Jesus were in Jerusalem to celebrate Pentecost.
• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.
• Place the dove-and-flame Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper.
• Tell the children the story, “Pentecost” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 446–449).
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure video for Session 14 (Adventure DVD) with the children.
ASK: Do you know another language?

Interact with the Bible Story
• Read “Pentecost” (Bible Story Sheets––Session 14) to the children.
• Encourage the children to do the suggested motions.

Say the Bible Verse
Before class: Display the Unit 3 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 31).
• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children.
• Have the children repeat the Bible verse.
• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse
(Leader Guide—p. 96).

Transition to Respond
• Have the children sing, “Pentecost Day” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs), as they move to the next
activity.
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14. Pentecost

(Acts 2:1-41)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

RESPOND
A—Flying Dove (Game)
Before class: Photocopy and cut out the dove (Leader Guide—p. 90) for each child.
• Invite each child to color the picture with crayons or markers.
• Help each child, as needed, glue or tape a craft stick to the back of the dove.
SAY: The Holy Spirit visited the friends of Jesus on that Pentecost. When we see a dove, we are
reminded of the Holy Spirit.
• Tell the children to follow your instructions to fly the doves around the room. Give instructions,
such as, “Fly to the window. Hold the dove up high and say, ‘God loves you!’”
ASK: What else reminds us of the Holy Spirit?
OR

B—Flames of Pentecost (Art)
Before class: Display “World Map” (Class Kit—p. 25) on a wall or bulletin board.
SAY: Pentecost was the beginning of the church. It grew and spread as more people heard about
Jesus and the good news.
• Give each child eight flame Stickers (Bible Story Sheets).
ASK: Where do you think the church is today?
• Tell the children to put the Stickers on the map where they think the church is today.

Loving God, Loving Neighbor
Before class: Display the Mission Poster (Class Kit—p. 2).
SAY: We have been collecting money and praying for our friends at the John Wesley Community
Centre for the past few weeks.
ASK: What are some of the ways our money will help at the John Wesley Community Centre? Can we
continue to pray for the children and teachers at the centre?
• Have each child place the young boy Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on a strip of paper and place in his
or her Prayer envelope.
PRAY: God, continue to care for the children and teachers at the John Wesley Community Centre.
Amen.

Transition to Bless
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—
Songs).
• Sing, “Pentecost Day” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs), and have the children dance with red, yellow, or
orange streamers as they move to your worship area.
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14. Pentecost

(Acts 2:1-41)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

BLESS
Inviting
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board.
• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome“ (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance as the video
plays.
• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the dove-and-flame Bible mural
piece you cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.
SAY: Many people were baptized on Pentecost. They met and worshipped together and shared God’s
love. Many people came together to start the church long ago.

Praising
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not already done.
• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.
• Choose one child to pick a card.
• Sing the song on that card.
PRAY: Thank you, God, for giving us friends at church. Amen.
TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing.

Blessing
• Face each child. Lightly place your hand on the child’s shoulder.
SAY: (Child’s name), the Holy Spirit is always with you.
PRAY: God, may (child’s name) share your love in all she (or he) does. Amen.

At Home with God
ASK: What’s one thing about today’s Bible story that you can tell your family?
• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 14 and the Prayer envelopes home with each child.
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14. Pentecost

(Acts 2:1-41)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)
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UNIT 1 SONG
A Whole New Level of Love
We’re taking praise to a whole new level.
We’re taking praise to a whole new
level of love.

Praise God with our heads up high.
Praise God, dancing on the floor.
Praise God, reaching to the sky.

We’re taking praise to a whole new
level.

Praise God like no one’s ever praised
God before.

We’re taking praise to a whole new
level, a whole new level of love.
Of love.

Come on!

Praise God for the things we’ve seen.
Praise God; we are so amazed.
Praise God for an earth that’s green.
Praise God for sending us a Savior who
saves.
Oh, yeah!
We’re taking praise to a whole new
level.
We’re taking praise to a whole new
level of love.
We’re taking praise to a whole new
level.

We’re taking praise to a whole new
level.
We’re taking praise to a whole new
level of love.
We’re taking praise to a whole new
level.
We’re taking praise to a whole new
level, a whole new level, a whole new
level of love.
Praise God!
Praise God!
Praise God!
Praise God!
Words: Dennis Scott
© 2013 Act IV Music

We’re taking praise to a whole new
level, a whole new level of love.
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UNIT 2 SONG
Part of the Story
We are part of the story,
even now as it was then.
We are part of the story,
forever and ever. Amen.

Shout and praise his name,
all of us together.
Loving us, he came our way
and now he lives forever.
Wave your branches way up high.

We are part of the story,

Sing, “Hosanna,” to the sky.

even now as it was then.
We are part of the story,
forever and ever and ever. Amen.

We are part of the story,
even now as it was then.
We are part of the story,

Amen.

forever and ever and ever. Amen.
Jesus came to teach,
with all his love to give us.
Jesus lived his life for God
and shared his story with us.
Wave your palms into the air;
it’s just like we were there.
We are part of the story,
even now as it was then.
We are part of the story,
forever and ever. Amen.
We are part of the story,
even now as it was then.
We are part of the story,

We are part of the story,
even now as it was then.
We are part of the story,
forever and ever. Amen.
We are part of the story,
even now as it was then.
We are part of the story.
We’ll say it forever and ever and ever.
Amen.
We are part of the story. Amen.
We are part of the story. Amen.
We are part of the story. Amen.
Words: Dennis Scott
© 2018 Act IV Music

forever and ever and ever. Amen.
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UNIT 3 SONG
Changed
Everybody, you can change

C-H-A-N-G-E-D, hey!

and find God’s love is waiting.

C-H-A-N-G-E-D, hey!
C-H-A-N-G-E-D, hey!

No matter where you’re going,

C-H-A-N-G-E-D, whoo!

no matter what you do,

Everybody, you can change.
Everybody, you can change.
Everybody, you can change

friend or stranger,
be a changer.
You’re gonna feel brand new.

and find God’s love is waiting.

Everybody, you can change.

Everybody needs to know.

Everybody, you can change.

Everybody needs to know.

Everybody, you can change

When your heart is rearranged,

and find God’s love is waiting.

then God’s love is gonna make you
C-H-A-N-G-E-D, hey!

Everybody needs to know.
Everybody needs to know.

C-H-A-N-G-E-D, hey!

When your heart is rearranged,

C-H-A-N-G-E-D, hey!
C-H-A-N-G-E-D, whoo!

then God’s love is gonna make you
change,
(C-H-A-N-G-E-D, hey!)

It isn’t always easy,

gonna make you change,

not everyone is nice,
but if Paul could do it,

(C-H-A-N-G-E-D, hey!)
gonna make you change.

we can do it
and have a brand-new life.

Change!

Everybody, you can change.

Words: Dennis Scott
© 2012 Act IV Music

Everybody, you can change.
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UNIT 1 BIBLE VERSE SIGNS
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UNIT 2 BIBLE VERSE SIGNS
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UNIT 3 BIBLE VERSE
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SCO P E SEQUENCE

Building a better world
through God’s story

FALL 2019
UNIT 1: Communities
Welcome

WINTER 2019 –20

SPRING 2020

UNIT 1: Church Communities UNIT 1: Observing Lent in
Celebrate Jesus
Community

SUMMER 2020
UNIT 1: Communities
Live Together

We Are One
1 Corinthians 12:12-31

Mary’s Story
Luke 1:26-38

Jesus Teaches
Matthew 5:1-9

Communities Living Together
Matthew 7:12

Communities Accept
John 4:1-42

Joseph’s Story
Matthew 1:18-24

Mary Anoints Jesus
John 12:1-8

Communities Need Foundations
Matthew 7:24-27

Welcoming Others
Mark 10:46-52

Jesus Is Coming
Luke 2:1-5

Jesus Washes Feet
John 13:1-17

Who Is Our Community?
Luke 10:25-37

Communities Forgive
Luke 19:1-10

Jesus Is Born
Luke 2:5-7

Jesus Breaks the Bread
Mark 14:12-26

Communities Love
1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Children Contribute
John 6:1-15

Shepherds’ Story
Luke 2:8-20

Jesus Prays
Matthew 26:36-46

UNIT 2: Community
Foundations

UNIT 2: Jesus Leads the
UNIT 2: Celebrating
Resurrection in Community
Community

9781501881497. Hardcover. $19.99; $15.99
Prices subject to change. For most current
pricing, call or visit Cokesbury.com.

800-672-1789 | Cokesbury.com
Call a Resource Consultant

UNIT 2: Communities
Change and Grow

Call to Freedom
Exodus 2:11–3:22; 5:2–13:9

Jesus Is Baptized
Mark 1:9-11

Palm Sunday
Mark 11:1-11

Communities Are Faithful
Joshua 1:1-9

The Exodus
Exodus 13:17–14:31; 15:1-21

Jesus Brings Good News
Luke 4:14-30

Easter
Luke 24:1-12

Communities Remember
Joshua 3:1-17; 4:1-24

Community in the Wilderness
Exodus 15:22–17:7

Jesus Calls Levi
Luke 5:27-32

Emmaus
Luke 24:13-35

Communities Transition
1 Samuel 7:15–8:22; 10:17-24

Ten Commandments
Exodus 19:1–20:21

Jesus Sends the Disciples
Mark 6:7-13

Thomas Believes
John 20:24-31

Communities Grow
Luke 13:18-21

UNIT 3: Stories That Shape
Our Faith Community

UNIT 3: Leaders of the
Community

UNIT 3: First Christian
Communities

UNIT 3: Communities
Worship

Adam and Eve
Genesis 2:10–3:24

Deborah
Judges 4:4-16

Peter and John
Acts 4:1-22

A Tent for God
Exodus 25:1–31:15; 35:4–40:38

Noah and the Flood
Genesis 6:13–9:17

David
1 Samuel 16:1-23

Peter in Prison
Acts 12:1-17

Dancing for God
2 Samuel 6:1-19

Daniel and the Lions
Daniel 6:1-28

The Servant Girl
2 Kings 5:1-19

Paul Is Changed
Acts 9:1-19

A Temple for God
1 Kings 6:1-38; 8:1-66

Jonah and the Fish
Book of Jonah

Josiah
2 Kings 22:1–23:23

Paul Escapes
Acts 9:20-25

Singing for God
Acts 16:16-40

Pentecost
Acts 2:1-41

A Call to Worship
Psalm 100:1-5
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Not only is Bible Basics Storybook a great addition to your
classroom, it’s perfect for families with young children to
use at home as they explore God’s story together.
Abingdon Press.

DB & BSB Leader Guide CV3 Spring 2020

Bible Basics Storybook invites your children into God’s
story with 149 core stories from both the Old and New
Testaments. Also includes colorful illustrations and prayers
to start the day, to say at bedtime, and to share before
meals, which will help you provide a solid faith foundation
for the dear children in your life.
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CELEBRATE WONDER

Honor the spiritual life of children—
their natural sense of awe, wonder, imagination, and curiosity—
and help shape their growing faith with Celebrate Wonder.

N0E20W
-21

2URRICULCUEMS
UR
RESO

C

Quarterly Leader Guides and Student Activity Sheets

With this new quarterly curriculum, leaders will guide
children through engaging experiences, spiritual
practices, and opportunities for reﬂection, giving them
a safe space to ask big questions and helping them
claim their spiritual identity as children of God. Kids will
connect with their Creator and invite God’s presence into
their daily lives as they learn to express their faith through
everyday interactions with the world around them, by
how they treat others and care for all of God’s creation.

Quarterly
DVDs

Annual Music CD

Celebrate Wonder Components
Quarterly
•
•
•
•
•

Leader Guide
Activity Sheets
Class Pack
Family Activity Book
DVD

Annual

• Annual Music CD

PENTECOST

Age Groupings

ACTS 2:1-41

It was Pentecost, and the followers of
Jesus were all together. Suddenly, a
sound like wind filled the room. The
disciples looked around and saw little
flames of fire on each of them. It was the
Holy Spirit—God’s Spirit that would be
with them always. They were surprised.

• Ages 3–5
• Ages 6–8
• Age 9+

People outside the house heard the
noise. “What is happening?” the people
wondered. Peter told them: “God has
sent the Holy Spirit to us.
The people listened to Peter. Peter told
the people about God’s love shown
through Jesus.

WONDER:
How do you think the Holy Spirit
might visit you today?

SPIRITUAL PRACTICE
use the word “spirit” to
FAITH WORD We
describe God’s presence,

Spirit
`

that guides, comforts, and
strengthens us. Sometimes
we call it the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is one way we
can feel God’s love. The Holy
spirit is like your breath. You
can feel it but you cannot see
it. The Holy Spirit is one way
we can feel God’s love. Hold
your hand up and blow on it.

Feel the warmth and the air
on your skin. Anytime you
need to remember God is with
you, you can do this practice.
The Holy Spirit is always
present and wraps each of you
in warmth and love.

8

Celebrate Wonder
Bible Storybook
for classroom
and families

9

New Resource!

Quarterly Family Activity Books

SPR I N G 20 2 0

RELIGION/Christian Education/Children & Youth US$14.49

ISBN: 978-1-5018-8594-5
www.cokesbury.com
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