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Quarterly
• Leader Guide
• Activity Sheets
• Class Pack
• Family Activity Book
• DVD

Annual
• Annual Music CD
Age Groupings
• Ages 3–5
• Ages 6–8
• Age 9+

With this new quarterly curriculum, leaders will guide 
children through engaging experiences, spiritual 
practices, and opportunities for refl ection, giving them 
a safe space to ask big questions and helping them 
claim their spiritual identity as children of God. Kids will 
connect with their Creator and invite God’s presence into 
their daily lives as they learn to express their faith through 
everyday interactions with the world around them, by 
how they treat others and care for all of God’s creation.

Honor the spiritual life of children—
their natural sense of awe, wonder, imagination, and curiosity—

and help shape their growing faith with Celebrate Wonder.

Celebrate Wonder Components

Quarterly Leader Guides and Student Activity Sheets

Celebrate Wonder 
Bible Storybook 

for classroom 
and families

CELEBRATE WONDER

New Resource!
Quarterly Family Activity Books

Quarterly 
DVDs

Annual Music CD

PENTECOST

SPIRITUAL PRACTICE
The Holy Spirit is one way we 
can feel God’s love. The Holy 
spirit is like your breath. You 
can feel it but you cannot see 
it. The Holy Spirit is one way 
we can feel God’s love. Hold 
your hand up and blow on it. 

Feel the warmth and the air 
on your skin. Anytime you 
need to remember God is with 
you, you can do this practice. 
The Holy Spirit is always 
present and wraps each of you 
in warmth and love.

ACTS 2:1-41

FAITH WORD
` Spirit

We use the word “spirit” to 
describe God’s presence, 
that guides, comforts, and 
strengthens us. Sometimes  
we call it the Holy Spirit.

It was Pentecost, and the followers of 
Jesus were all together. Suddenly, a 
sound like wind filled the room. The 
disciples looked around and saw little 
flames of fire on each of them. It was the 
Holy Spirit—God’s Spirit that would be 
with them always. They were surprised. 

People outside the house heard the 
noise. “What is happening?” the people 
wondered. Peter told them: “God has 
sent the Holy Spirit to us. 

The people listened to Peter. Peter told 
the people about God’s love shown 
through Jesus.

WONDER: 
How do you think the Holy Spirit  
might visit you today?
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UNIT 1: Communities  

Welcome
UNIT 1: Church Communities 

Celebrate Jesus
UNIT 1: Observing Lent in 

Community
UNIT 1: Communities 

Live Together

We Are One  
1 Corinthians 12:12-31

Mary’s Story  
Luke 1:26-38

Jesus Teaches  
Matthew 5:1-9

Communities Living Together  
Matthew 7:12

Communities Accept  
John 4:1-42

Joseph’s Story  
Matthew 1:18-24 

Mary Anoints Jesus  
John 12:1-8

Communities Need Foundations  
Matthew 7:24-27

Welcoming Others 
Mark 10:46-52 

Jesus Is Coming  
Luke 2:1-5 

Jesus Washes Feet  
John 13:1-17

Who Is Our Community?  
Luke 10:25-37

Communities Forgive  
Luke 19:1-10 

Jesus Is Born  
Luke 2:5-7 

Jesus Breaks the Bread  
Mark 14:12-26

Communities Love  
1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Children Contribute  
John 6:1-15 

Shepherds’ Story  
Luke 2:8-20 

Jesus Prays  
Matthew 26:36-46

UNIT 2: Community 
Foundations

UNIT 2: Jesus Leads the 
Community

UNIT 2: Celebrating 
Resurrection in Community

UNIT 2: Communities 
Change and Grow

Call to Freedom  
Exodus 2:11–3:22; 5:2–13:9 

Jesus Is Baptized  
Mark 1:9-11

Palm Sunday  
Mark 11:1-11

Communities Are Faithful  
Joshua 1:1-9

The Exodus  
Exodus 13:17–14:31; 15:1-21 

Jesus Brings Good News 
Luke 4:14-30

Easter  
Luke 24:1-12

Communities Remember  
Joshua 3:1-17; 4:1-24 

Community in the Wilderness  
Exodus 15:22–17:7 

Jesus Calls Levi  
Luke 5:27-32

Emmaus  
Luke 24:13-35

Communities Transition  
1 Samuel 7:15–8:22; 10:17-24

Ten Commandments  
Exodus 19:1–20:21 

Jesus Sends the Disciples  
Mark 6:7-13

Thomas Believes  
John 20:24-31

Communities Grow  
Luke 13:18-21

UNIT 3: Stories That Shape 
Our Faith Community

UNIT 3: Leaders of the 
Community

UNIT 3: First Christian 
Communities

UNIT 3: Communities 
Worship

Adam and Eve  
Genesis 2:10–3:24

Deborah  
Judges 4:4-16

Peter and John  
Acts 4:1-22

A Tent for God  
Exodus 25:1–31:15; 35:4–40:38

Noah and the Flood  
Genesis 6:13–9:17 

David  
1 Samuel 16:1-23

Peter in Prison  
Acts 12:1-17

Dancing for God  
2 Samuel 6:1-19

Daniel and the Lions   
Daniel 6:1-28 

The Servant Girl 
2 Kings 5:1-19 

Paul Is Changed  
Acts 9:1-19 

A Temple for God  
1 Kings 6:1-38; 8:1-66

Jonah and the Fish  
Book of Jonah 

Josiah  
2 Kings 22:1–23:23

Paul Escapes  
Acts 9:20-25

Singing for God  
Acts 16:16-40

Pentecost  
Acts 2:1-41

A Call to Worship  
Psalm 100:1-5

S C O P E SEQUENCE

Su
m

m
er

 2
02

0 
Le

ad
er

 C
V

3 
A

d
 1

00
11

9

800-672-1789 | Cokesbury.com
Call a Resource Consultant

Honor the spiritual life of children—
their natural sense of awe, wonder, 
imagination, and curiosity—and help 
shape their growing faith with  
Celebrate Wonder. 

With this new quarterly curriculum, 
leaders will guide children through 
engaging experiences, spiritual practices, 
and opportunities for reflection, giving 
them a safe space to ask big questions 
and helping them claim their spiritual 
identity as children of God. 

Kids will connect with their Creator and 
invite God’s presence into their daily 
lives as they learn to express their faith 
through everyday interactions with the 
world around them, by how they treat 
others and care for all of God’s creation.

Celebrate the wonder of God with this 
brand-new resource—coming fall 2020! 

Find out more at Cokesburykids.com.
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The dates listed above are suggestions. Please 
adjust this schedule to fit your church’s needs.  

Cover design by Ed Maksimowicz. Illustration by 
Four Story Creative; additional illustration by 
Charles Long. 

Deep Blue Kids original illustrations by Tim Moen 
(Character Design), Jesse Griffin (3-D Artist), Julio 
Medina (3-D Artist), Eric M. Mikula (Facial Rigging), 
and Christopher Slavik (Layout Artist). 

User Feedback 
We want to hear from you!  

Thank you for choosing to use Deep Blue. You can 
help us continue to provide resources that are 
relevant, engaging, and helpful. We highly value the 
comments and observations of our children’s ministry 
partners. Please send us your feedback by completing 
the brief survey on our website:  

www.deepbluekids.com/surveys 

 

Download the Deep Blue App today!  
It’s free! 
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Overview 
The overall goal of the Deep Blue Leader Guide is to equip and empower the adults in such a way that they 
can easily and effectively engage and interact with children. In doing so, you can support and care for all of 
your children as they deepen their faith, learn the Bible stories, and explore their commitment to God 
through Jesus Christ. 

 
Using This Leader Guide 

Before You Teach   
Beginning with the Leader Guide, each session 
offers a “Before You Teach” to help the facilitator 
prepare for the lesson, better understand the 
biblical background, and learn how the children will 
be invited into the Bible story. 

Lesson Flow  
The flow of the lesson gives volunteers and 
facilitators options to choose what best fits for you 
and your church setting. You may choose one of the 
activities separated by the “OR” or you can choose 
to do them all. All lessons include various learning 
styles, age-appropriate ideas and activities, and 
helps deepen the children’s understanding of core 
biblical stories.  

 
New concepts to a Deep Blue lesson include a time 
for sacred conversations and intentional transitions. 

Sacred Conversations  
is an opportunity for children and adults together to 
wonder and explore. It helps create deeper 
conversations about life and faith, and builds 
relationships.   

Transitions  
are an important way to help children move from 
one activity to the next. Each age level has created 
age-appropriate transitions as an intentional way to 
help the children easily shift their attention to a new 
part of the lesson. 
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Core Resources 
Bible Story Sheets 
Thirteen sheets, one for each 
session. These sheets include an 
interactive Bible story on one side 
and faith development ideas for 
parents on the other. The Preschool 
Bible Story Sheets include stickers. 

Activity Sheets 
Thirteen activities, one for each 
session. For Preschool and Early 
Elementary, these are simple cut-
and-paste types of activities. For 
Middle and Older Elementary, they 
are puzzles and journal pages. All 
activities relate to the Bible 
message.  

Class Kit 
This class resource includes two 
Attendance Charts, colorful 
pictures, posters, games, and 
storytelling figures for each quarter. 
Each item is designed to enhance 
the class experience with the Bible 
story.  

Lesson-enhancing Resources 

Deep Blue Adventure DVD 
The Adventure DVD contains  

• thirteen episodes that tell the 
Bible story in 3-D and 2-D 
animation 

• monthly Bible verse videos that 
help the children learn the Bible 
verses 

• four music videos with music 
written by award-winning 
musician Dennis Scott 

• a unit Bible quiz to review each 
quarter’s Bible stories with the 
children 

Deep Blue Annual Music CD 
The official Deep Blue Annual Music 
CD contains 13 songs that support 
the stories taught in Deep Blue. 

 

 

 

 
 

Deep Blue Bible Storybook 
The children in your life are sure to 
love the new Deep Blue Bible 
Storybook. It tells 146 Bible stories 
in a way that young children 
understand. It has fun, bright 
illustrations sure to captivate! The 
Bible Storybook is organized in a 
way that helps children begin to 
learn the books of the Bible and 
practice beginning Bible skills. Plus, 
there are tips for adults, wonder 
questions for kids to help your child 
experience the story, and prayers 
and songs to deepen the faith of 
your young child.  

Deep Blue Bible Dictionary 
Make reading the Bible a little 
easier for your 7- to 12-year-old 
children with the Deep Blue Kids 
Bible Dictionary. They’ll not only 
learn the pronunciation and 
meaning of names, places, and 
events; colorful artwork will help 
them better understand the 
activities, occupations, and living 
conditions of those who lived in 
Bible lands.  

CEB Deep Blue Kids Bible 
Kids will dive deep into God’s Word 
with the CEB Deep Blue Kids Bible. 
This engaging, interactive Bible 
offers four-color icons and 
illustrations throughout with a 
wealth of notes, devotionals, Bible 
trivia, and other interactive 
elements to capture inquisitive 
young minds. Plus, the CEB Deep 
Blue Kids Bible will encourage a 
thirst for God’s timeless message as 
young readers join three lifelike kids 
in discovering the Bible and what it 
means to their lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources are available in Braille on 
request.  
Contact: 
Braille Ministry 
c/o Donna Veigel 
10810 N. 91st Avenue #96 
Peoria, AZ  85345 
(623-979-7552) 
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B.L.U.E. 
 

e with God 
• Develop the sense that God is always with you. 

• Feel awe and wonder of God’s mighty acts. 

• Know that God loves you and offers you grace. 

 

ove God and neighbor 
• Show love to family and friends. 

• Value the diversity among persons, recognizing the contributions that the variety of gifts, 
cultures, and physical abilities make to the community. 

• Participate in service projects appropriate to age levels and abilities. 

 

nderstand yourself as a child of God 
• Develop self-esteem and know that you are worthy of love and care. 

• Join with others to worship God. 

• Develop a sense of belonging to the faith community. 

 

xplore faith and the Bible  
• Investigate, experience, and question your faith. 

• Find guidance for disciplines of prayer and Bible reading. 

• Grow in your understanding of the relationship between the Bible message 
and your own relationship with God. 

• Explore the meaning of commitment to God through Jesus.
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The Basics 
Here are some basic supplies you will need to have available almost every Sunday. 

 

box of tissues 

card stock  

CD player 

chenille stems (variety 
of colors)  

colored copy paper 

colored tissue paper 

colored pencils 

computer & printer 

construction paper 

cotton balls 

cotton swabs 

crayons  

DVD player  

glue, gluesticks 

hand-washing 
supplies 

index cards  

lunch-sized paper 
bags  

markers (washable 
and permanent) 

mural paper 

napkins 

offering basket 

paintbrushes  

paper clips  

 

paper or plastic table 
coverings  

paper bowls 

paper cups 

paper plates (variety 
of sizes and weights)  

paper punch 

paper towels 

pencils  

plastic containers for 
paint and/or water 

posterboard  

projector or television 

resealable plastic 
bags 

ribbon (variety of 
widths)  

scissors (adult and 
safety) 

smocks  

stapler, staples  

stickers 

tape (clear, masking)  

washable paint 

watercolor paints  

wet wipes 

wooden craft sticks 

yarn 

 
Beyond the Basics 
Sometimes an activity might use a supply that is not on the basic supply list. When that happens, the supply 
will be listed on the first page of the session. 

 
Digital Resources 
Deep Blue Adventures App 
A great tool for continued faith 
learning at home! The app includes 
a parental dashboard feature, as 
well as videos and customizable 
avatars. 
 

deepbluekids.com 
Find the ASL for the quarterly Bible 
verses, teacher helps, parent helps, 
training videos, extra coloring 
sheets, and more—all free at our 
website! 
 

 
Check out deepbluekids.com and 
follow us on social media 
(@deepbluekids) to connect with 
other leaders, download additional 
content, and stay up to date on all 
the Deep Blue news. 

NOTE: Websites are constantly changing. Although the websites recommended in this resource were checked at the time this unit was 
developed, we recommend that you double-check all sites to verify that they are still live and that they are still suitable for children before 
doing the activity. 
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PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
Acts of Kindness 
Golden Ruler 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible 
Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
Kindness Cards 
Golden Rule Tree 
Loving God,  
Loving Neighbor 
Transition to Bless 

4. Bless 
Gathering  
Praising 
Blessing 
At Home with God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television 
or projector and screen | Offering basket | 
Crayons or markers | Glue | Tape | 
Construction paper | Scissors | Paper punch 
| Yarn 
 
Gather: Wooden rulers (one per child) | 
Gold glitter pens | Gold streamers  
 
Explore: Cloth 
 
Respond: Envelopes 
 
Bless: No additional supplies 

 
Before You Teach 
One day Jesus was teaching the people on a mountainside. What he said that day can be found in 
chapters five, six, and seven of the Book of Matthew. These chapters are often referred to as the 
Sermon on the Mount.  

Jesus was trying to explain to the people, and his disciples, that living by faith in God was different 
than living according to the Pharisees. He used the phrases, “You have heard that it was said” and 
“But I say to you” several times throughout the chapters. He was comparing the legalistic system 
under the Pharisees that people knew, and a life lived by faith in God. Jesus was almost at the end of 
his teaching when he seemed to sum it all up: “Therefore, you should treat people in the same way 
that you want people to treat you; this is the Law and the Prophets.” This verse has come to be 
known as the Golden Rule. 

The Golden Rule is short and easy for children to remember. Young children know they like to be 
treated kindly. It isn’t much of a stretch to understand that others want to be treated like they do. It 
is at this age that children are learning manners, what it means to share, and how actions can cause 
happiness or sadness to another person. Help the children understand that the words in the Bible can 
have meaning in their lives. Today, affirm the positive actions of the children as you watch them play 
and interact with each other.  

Read Matthew 5–7. Is there a phrase or verse you struggle with? Enter into a time of prayer and ask 
God to clarify what the phrase or verse may mean to your life. Pray for the children in your class to 
remember the Golden Rule in their hearts. 
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GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or pp. 16 & 17) at eye level. 

• Play, “The Greatest of These Is Love” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child. 

• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table. 

• Help each child put a golden ruler attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance Chart. 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about Jesus teaching a special way to live. It is called the Golden Rule. If 
we follow this rule, we can live together in community and be happy. 

ASK: What do you think this special rule said? 

TIP: Welcome each child with a special greeting. Ask the child what kind of greeting he or she would 
like. You might give the child a handshake, high five, fist bump. Make this a greeting ritual each week. 

 

A—Acts of Kindness (Activity Sheets)  
• Help each child follow the directions on the “Acts of Kindness” sheet (Activity Sheets—p. 3) to put 

the banner together.  

SAY: The Golden Rule says we should treat others as we want to be treated. 

ASK: How do you like to be treated?  

 

B—Golden Ruler (Art) 
Before class: Cut gold streamers into approximately twelve-inch lengths.  

• Have each child color a wooden ruler with gold glitter pens. Have them glue or tape the gold 
streamers to the rulers. 

SAY: Jesus wants us to treat others like we want to be treated. 

ASK: What is your favorite way to treat others? 

TIP: You can also paint the rulers with gold paint. 

  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs and Poem). 

• Sing, “The Golden Rule” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), and have the children wave the 
golden rulers they made earlier as they move to your story area. 

TIP: Give the children a five-minute warning before ending activities and transitioning to story time.  

OR 
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EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area. 

ASK: I wonder: 

o Have you had to follow a rule today? 

o How did you feel when you followed the rule? 

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the golden ruler Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28). 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about a special rule that Jesus told the people to follow. We call it the 
Golden Rule because it is so special. 

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.  

• Place the golden ruler Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper. 

• Tell the children the story, “The Golden Rule” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—p. 233).  

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure video for Session 1 (Adventure DVD) with the children. 

ASK: How do you treat others the way you want to be treated?  

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “Communities Living Together (Bible Story Sheets—Session 1) to the children. Encourage the 

children to wave their golden rulers made earlier as suggested. 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Remove the Unit 1 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 5). 

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Give each child the Unit 1 Bible verse Sticker (Bible Story Sheets), and have the children repeat the 
Bible verse. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 92).  

 

Transition to Respond 
• Sing, “Jesus Told a Story”(Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as the children move to the next 

activity.  
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RESPOND 
A—Kindness Cards (Game) 
Before class: Cut out “Communities Matching Cards” (Class Kit—p. 9). 

• Have the children place the cards facedown on the table. The first child turns two cards over. If the 
cards match, the child can keep them. If the cards don’t match, turn the cards facedown and the 
next child gets to play.  

SAY: Jesus taught us the Golden Rule so we would remember to treat others the way we want to be 
treated. What are some ways we can treat others with kindness? 

 

 

B—Golden Rule Tree 
Before class: Cut out “Golden Rule Tree” and “Gold Strips” (Bible Story Sheets) for each child. 

SAY: Jesus told us the Golden Rule was to help us live with each other. This month, every time you do 
something kind for another person, you will put a strip of gold on your tree. Let’s fill the trees with 
gold! 

• Encourage the children to think of ways they have been kind this morning. Have them tape a gold 
strip on their tree for every act of kindness they have done in class. Keep these in the classroom to 
use in the following weeks. 

ASK: What is your favorite way of being kind to others? 

 

Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
Before class: Remove the Mission Poster (Class Kit—p. 2) and post it in the classroom. Photocopy the 
Mission Letter (Leader Guide—p. 86) and the “I Can Pray for My Neighbor” sheet (Leader Guide—p. 
12) for each child. 

SAY: For the next few weeks, we will be learning about (mission project of your choice), which will be 
our mission focus for the month.  

• Give each child an envelope and have them color it and the “I Can Pray for My Neighbor” sheet. 
Have each child place the smiling-Earth-and-heart Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the envelope. 

ASK: What are some ways we can help people at the mission project we chose? Can we collect 
money or items? Can we make cards? Can we pray for the people? 

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs and Poem).  

• Encourage the children to sing, “Can You Listen?” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as they 
move to your worship area.  

OR 



1. Communities Living Together (Matthew 7:12) 
Now faith, hope, and love remain—these three things—and the greatest of these is love. 
(1 Corinthians 13:13) 
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BLESS 
Gathering 
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board.  

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance as the video 
plays. 

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the golden ruler Bible mural piece 
you cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.  

SAY: Today we heard a story about how Jesus wants us to live. It was about a special rule we call the 
Golden Rule. We can follow the Golden Rule and treat others as we want to be treated.  

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29). 

• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.  

• Choose one child to pick a card. 

• Sing the song on that card. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for teaching me how to treat others. Amen. 

TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing. 

 

Blessing 
• Face each child and hold the child’s hand in yours.  

SAY: (Child’s name), may you always remember the Golden Rule.   

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for blessing me and teaching me how to live the Golden Rule. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
ASK: What is one thing about today’s Bible story that you can share with your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 1, a Songs and Poem sheet, and a copy of the Mission Letter and 
Mission Envelope home with each child. 

TIP: Keep at least one Songs and Poem sheet to use in class.



1. Golden Rule (Matthew 7:12) 
I Can Pray for My Neighbor 
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2. Communities Need Foundations  
(Matthew 7:24-27) 
Now faith, hope, and love remain—these three things—and the greatest of these is love. 
(1 Corinthians 13:13) 
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PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
Two Houses 
Houses 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible 
Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
Build Two Houses 
Building Relay 
Loving God,  
Loving Neighbor 
Transition to Bless 

4. Bless 
Gathering  
Praising 
Blessing 
At Home with God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television 
or projector and screen | Offering basket | 
Crayons or markers | Tape | Craft sticks | 
Construction Paper | Gluesticks | Scissors | 
Shallow containers 
 
Gather: Sand | Large rocks 
 
Explore: Cloth 
 
Respond: Jenga-type blocks | Baskets 
 
Bless: No additional supplies 

 
Before You Teach 
Jesus often used parables when he was teaching people. Parables are stories used specifically to 
teach a lesson. Our story today is a parable that Jesus told toward the end of his Sermon on the 
Mount. The parable is about two men and two houses. One man built is house on rock and when the 
rains came, his house held firm. The other man built his house on sand and when the rains came, his 
house was destroyed. Jesus used this parable to compare those people who heard his words and 
followed them (the man with the house on the rock), and those people who heard his words and 
ignored them (the man with the house on the sand).   

The people hearing Jesus would have understood the comparison. During the dry season, the sandy 
soil of a dry riverbed would have been easy and appealing to build on. As soon as the rainy season 
came, the house would be swept away. A house built on rock, however, would be strong and weather 
the rains. Jesus points out that we all have choices. If we choose to not follow the teachings of Jesus, 
our faith will be weak and shaky, like the house on the sand. If we follow the teachings of Jesus, our 
faith will be strong and have a solid foundation, like the house on the rock.  

A good faith foundation is built on many things: reading the Bible, prayer, acts of service, attending 
church and Sunday school. Help the young children understand that by learning about and following 
Jesus, they are building a strong foundation. How is your foundation? Is there something you could 
do to make it stronger? 

  



2. Communities Need Foundations  
(Matthew 7:24-27) 
Now faith, hope, and love remain—these three things—and the greatest of these is love. 
(1 Corinthians 13:13) 

Preschool  Permission is granted to duplicate this page for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury  Leader Guide 
Summer 2020 – 14 – deepbluekids.com 

GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or pp. 16 & 17) at eye level. 

• Play, “The Greatest of These Is Love” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child. 

• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table. 

• Help each child put a house attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance Chart. 

SAY: Jesus often told stories, called parables, to teach people. A parable is a story that is told to teach. 
Our story today is a parable that Jesus used to tell the people how important it is to hear his words 
and follow his teachings.  

ASK: How do you follow the teachings of Jesus? 

TIP: Welcome each child with a special greeting. Make this a greeting ritual each week. 

 

A—Two Houses (Activity Sheets) 
• Help each child follow the directions to color, punch out, and assemble “Two Houses” (Activity 

Sheets—p. 5).  

SAY: Jesus told a story about a man who built his house on a rock and a man who built his house on 
the sand. 

ASK: What do you think might happen to a house built on sand? 

 

B—Houses (Sensory) 
Before class: Fill a shallow container with sand and large rocks.  

• Have the children use the two houses they made earlier to act out the story in the shallow 
containers. 

SAY: Jesus told a story about two houses: one on a rock and one on sand. 

ASK: Why would it be wise to build a house on a rock? 

  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets––

Songs and Poem). 

• Encourage the children to carry the two houses made earlier and sing, “The Wise Man and the 
Foolish Man” (Bible Story Sheets––Songs and Poem), as they move to your story area. 

  

OR 



2. Communities Need Foundations  
(Matthew 7:24-27) 
Now faith, hope, and love remain—these three things—and the greatest of these is love. 
(1 Corinthians 13:13) 

Preschool  Permission is granted to duplicate this page for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury  Leader Guide 
Summer 2020 – 15 – deepbluekids.com 

EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area. 

ASK: I wonder:  

o Have you ever built something and it was destroyed? 

o How did you feel? 

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the house Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28). 

SAY: In our Bible story today, Jesus teaches about a house that was destroyed and a house that was 
strong. 

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.  

• Place the house Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper. 

• Tell the children the story, “The Two Houses” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 234–235).  

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure video for Session 2 (Adventure DVD) with the children. 

ASK: What helps you make wise choices? 

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “Communities Need Foundations” (Bible Story Sheets––Session 2) to the children. Encourage 

the children to do the suggested motions. 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Display the Unit 1 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 5). 

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Have the children repeat the Bible verse. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 92). 

 

Transition to Respond 
• Sing, “Jesus Told a Story” (Bible Story Sheets––Songs and Poem), as the children move to the next 

activity.  



2. Communities Need Foundations  
(Matthew 7:24-27) 
Now faith, hope, and love remain—these three things—and the greatest of these is love. 
(1 Corinthians 13:13) 
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RESPOND 
A—Build Two Houses (Art) 
• Give each child a piece of construction paper, ten to fifteen craft sticks, and glue. 

• Have the children arrange two houses by gluing the sticks on the construction paper (one house 
standing tall and the other collapsed). The children can color the sticks with crayons or markers and 
draw sand and rocks on the paper. 

SAY: Jesus wants us to be like the man who built his house on the rock. Jesus wants us to follow his 
teachings and have a strong foundation of faith. 

ASK: How do you think the man felt when his house fell down? 

 

B—Building Relay (Game) 
• Separate the children into two teams. Give each team a basket with Jenga-type blocks. Set up a 

table for each team across the room. 

• Tell the children they will be racing to see who can build their house the fastest. The first child in 
each team takes one block, runs across the room, and starts the house. That child runs back and 
tags the next person, who adds another block to the house. If the house falls, the next person must 
build it back and add another block. Play until all blocks are used and the houses are standing. 

SAY: It isn’t always easy to follow the teachings of Jesus. Sometimes we make the wrong choices. 

ASK: Who can you ask when you want to make a wise and good choice? 

 

Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
Before class: Photocopy “Tools for Good Foundations” (Leader Guide—p. 18) for each child. Continue 
to display the Mission Poster (Class Kit—p. 2). 

SAY: The mission project we are learning about this month helps build strong foundations by making 
good choices available in the community.  

• Have the children color, cut out, and glue the tools and toolbox to a piece of construction paper. 

• Have the children play the “Communities Matching Cards” game (Class Kit—p. 9). 

PRAY: God, care for those who are helping make good choices in our community. Amen. 

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs and Poem).  

• Sing, “Can You Listen?” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as you travel to your worship area.  

OR 



2. Communities Need Foundations  
(Matthew 7:24-27) 
Now faith, hope, and love remain—these three things—and the greatest of these is love. 
(1 Corinthians 13:13) 
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 BLESS 
Gathering 
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board. 

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance as the video 
plays. 

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the house Bible mural piece you 
cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.  

SAY: By practicing the lessons Jesus teaches us, we build a strong foundation that will help us hold on 
to faith when we are sad or hurt. Part of a strong foundation is being kind to others. If you were kind 
to someone in class today, you may add a gold strip to your Golden Rule Tree. 

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not done last week. 

• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.  

• Choose one child to pick a card. 

• Sing the song on that card. 

PRAY: God, I pray that others will hear your words and be strong. Amen. 

TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing. 

 

Blessing 
• Face each child and hold the child’s hand in yours. 

SAY: (Child’s name), may you always remember the stories Jesus told. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for Jesus and his stories. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
ASK: What is one thing about today’s Bible story that you can share with your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 2 home with each child. 



2. Communities Need Foundations 
 (Matthew 7:24-27) 

Tools for Good Foundations 
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3. Who Is Our Community? (Luke 10:25-37) 
Now faith, hope, and love remain—these three things—and the greatest of these is love. 
(1 Corinthians 13:13) 
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PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
Good Neighbor Hopscotch 
Get-well Card 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible 
Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
I Am a Good 
Neighbor 
Get-well Food 
Loving God,  
Loving Neighbor 
Transition to Bless 

4. Bless 
Gathering  
Praising 
Blessing 
At Home with God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television 
or projector and screen | Offering basket | 
Crayons or markers | Tape | Construction 
paper | Napkins | Paper plates | Glue 
 
Gather: Small, flat stones or beads | Small 
googly eyes | Bandages  
 
Explore: Cloth 
 
Respond: Biblical dress-up clothes | Dolls 
| Bandages | Gauze | Toy medical kit | 
Gelatin, ice pops, and/or crackers 
 
Bless: No additional items 

 
Before You Teach 
Our story this week is another parable that Jesus used to teach people. Jesus told parables so people 
could easily understand how Jesus wanted us to live our lives.  

The story of the good Samaritan is a parable Jesus told about a Jewish man attacked by robbers and 
beaten as he walked along a road. A priest and a Levite, both Jewish, ignored the man as they walked 
by. A Samaritan man came by and not only stopped to help the man, but took him to an inn and paid 
the innkeeper to care for him.  

Samaritan people and Jewish people were enemies. They did not associate with each other in any 
way. In using a Samaritan man as the man who helped the Jew, Jesus was saying that we can all be 
neighbors. We should care for all people, even people we don’t like. Jesus wants us to be neighbors 
and to love and care for everyone. 

To help your children understand the story, tell them that Jesus said to “love your neighbor as 
yourself.” A man then asks, “Who is my neighbor?” That is when Jesus tells the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. Explain how much the Jews and the Samaritans did not like each other. Tell the children 
those people would walk miles to avoid each other; they wouldn’t touch each other or drink from the 
same water well. Yet, they were neighbors and they should care for each other. 

Some scholars say that the Jewish man was also being a good neighbor because he trusted and 
allowed the Samaritan to help him. I wonder: Are there people “not like you” who you would not 
want to help you in a crisis? Why not? Pray that you will be a good neighbor by giving and receiving 
care from all people.  



3. Who Is Our Community? (Luke 10:25-37) 
Now faith, hope, and love remain—these three things—and the greatest of these is love. 
(1 Corinthians 13:13) 
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GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Poster Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or pp. 16 & 17) at eye level.  

• Play, “The Greatest of These Is Love” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child. 

• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table. 

• Help each child put a bandage attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance Chart. 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about a man who had questions for Jesus. Jesus answered the questions 
using a parable. A parable is a story that teaches us a lesson. 

TIP: Welcome each child with a special greeting. Make this a greeting ritual each week. 

 

A—Good Neighbor Hopscotch (Activity Sheets) 
Before class: Punch out the seven “Good Neighbor Hopscotch” squares (Activity Sheets—p. 7) for each 
child.  

• Help each child follow the directions to put a hopscotch grid together. Give each child a small, flat 
stone or bead to use as his or her game piece. 

SAY: Jesus said we should love our neighbor as ourselves, even our enemies. Let’s play a game and 
think of ways we can help others and be good neighbors. 

• Tell the children to take turns tossing the stone or bead softly onto a hopscotch grid. Share a way 
to be a good neighbor that matches the square the stone lands on. 

ASK: How do you share? How do you help? How do you comfort? How do you work together? How 
do you love? How do you care? How do you welcome? 

 

B—Get-well Card (Art) 
Before class: Photocopy and cut out “Get-well Card” (Leader Guide—p. 24) for each child. Fold each 
card in half, with the picture and message on the inside. 

• Help each child place a bandage on the card. Have the children use the hot-air balloon Stickers 
(Bible Story Sheets) and googly eyes to decorate the card. Have them color the inside of the cards. 

SAY: We can make people feel loved when they don’t feel well by giving them a card. 

ASK: How did people show their love to others in the time of Jesus?  

  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. 

• Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem). Encourage the children to sing, 
“Can You Listen? (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as they move to your story area.  

OR 



3. Who Is Our Community? (Luke 10:25-37) 
Now faith, hope, and love remain—these three things—and the greatest of these is love. 
(1 Corinthians 13:13) 
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EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area. 

ASK: I wonder: 

o How are you feeling today? 

o How do you feel when someone cares for you when you are hurt? 

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the bandage Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28). 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about a man who was hurt and an unlikely person who helped him. The 
hurt man was Jewish, and the man who helped was a Samaritan. They did not like each other at all! 

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.  

• Place the bandage Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper. 

• Tell the children the story, “The Good Samaritan” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 340–346).  

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure video for Session 3 (Adventure DVD) with the children. 

ASK: Who is your neighbor? 

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “Who Is Our Community?” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 3) to the children. Encourage the 

children to make the suggested motions as you read the story. 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Display the Unit 1 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 5). 

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Have the children repeat the Bible verse. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 92).   

 

Transition to Respond 
• Sing, “Jesus Told a Story” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as you move to the next area. 

 
  



3. Who Is Our Community? (Luke 10:25-37) 
Now faith, hope, and love remain—these three things—and the greatest of these is love. 
(1 Corinthians 13:13) 
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RESPOND 
A—I Am a Good Neighbor (Dramatic Play) 
Before class: Lay out biblical dress-up clothes, dolls, a toy medical kit, bandages, and gauze.  

• Have the children dress up in the biblical clothes and care for the dolls. They can pretend the dolls 
are hurt. 

SAY: God wants us to love everyone: people we know, and people we don’t know; even people who 
are not just like us. Jesus says they are our neighbors too. 

ASK: How do you think the man felt when the priest and the Levite ignored him? 

 

B—Get-well Food (Snack) 
Before class: Prepare gelatin, ice pops, and/or crackers. 

SAY: When we don’t feel well, we are often given certain foods to help us feel better.  

• Give each child the food(s) you chose to serve. 

SAY: Many people help us when we are sick. People we don’t know very well may help us, like a 
doctor we haven’t met before or our neighbor down the street. 

ASK: Who are some of the people that help you when you are hurt? 

 

Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
Before class: Display the Mission Poster (Class Kit—p. 2). 

• Show the children the Mission Poster. 

SAY: The people at the mission project we are learning about this month want to be good neighbors 
in their community. Being good neighbors means being kind to all people. 

• Have the children play the “Communities Matching Cards” game (Class Pack—p. 9).  

ASK: How do you think the people at our mission project feel when they help someone? 

PRAY: God, help me be a good neighbor in my community where I live. Amen. 

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs and Poem).  

• Sing, “Can You Listen?” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as you travel to your worship area. 

 
  

OR 



3. Who Is Our Community? (Luke 10:25-37) 
Now faith, hope, and love remain—these three things—and the greatest of these is love. 
(1 Corinthians 13:13) 
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BLESS 
Gathering 
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board. 

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance as the video 
plays. 

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the bandage Bible mural piece 
you cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.  

SAY: Jesus wants us to help all people—even people who aren’t like us and we don’t like very much. 
Jesus tells us stories, or parables, so we can remember and tell others the stories of Jesus. We can all 
learn to live like Jesus wants us to. Jesus wants us to be kind to others. If you were kind to someone 
in class today, you may add a gold strip to your Golden Rule Tree. 

ASK: Why do you think it is hard to help people who are different from us? 

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not already done in the past two weeks. 

• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.  

• Choose one child to pick a card. 

• Sing the song on that card. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for people who care for us. Amen. 

TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing. 

 

Blessing 
• Face each child and hold the child’s hand in yours. 

SAY: (Child’s name), may you care for others, even those who are different from you.   

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for helping me to love others. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
ASK: What is one thing about today’s Bible story that you can share with your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 3 home with each child. 



3. Who Is Our Community (Luke 10:25-37) 
Get-well Card 
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4. Communities Love (1 Corinthians 13:1-13) 
Now faith, hope, and love remain—these three things—and the greatest of these is love. 
(1 Corinthians 13:13)  
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PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
Greatest-Is-Love Mobile 
Yarn Heart 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible 
Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
Paul Says 
Heart Cookies 
Loving God,  
Loving Neighbor  
Transition to Bless 

4. Bless 
Gathering  
Praising 
Blessing 
At Home with God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television 
or projector and screen | Offering basket | 
Crayons or markers | Tape | Card stock | 
Yarn | Napkins | Paper plates | Plastic knives 
| Construction paper | Scissors | Glue 
 
Gather: No additional supplies 
 
Explore: Cloth 
 
Respond: Heart-shaped plain sugar 
cookies | Icing | Sprinkles 
 
Bless: No additional supplies 

 
Before You Teach 
Paul wrote many letters to the churches he helped establish. The churches were far apart, and Paul 
could not always be present to guide them. The best that Paul could do was write letters of 
encouragement and instructions to the churches as they began to form. We are lucky today that so 
many of Paul’s letters survived.  

Our Bible verse today comes from Paul’s letter to the church in Corinth. From Paul’s letters, we learn 
a great deal about his faith and his understanding of what Jesus means for the life of a Christian. In 
this letter to the church in Corinth, Paul speaks on the qualities of love. Paul describes the core and 
spirit of what it means to be a Christian and a follower of Christ. 

Love is a word that young children hear often. They often say it to others. Understanding what it 
means to love one another can be harder for children. Explain to the children that love is an action, 
not just a word. You need to show, through your actions, that you love someone. Talk about concrete 
ways they can show love to others: share their toys, let another child go in front of them in the line, 
helping the teacher by handing out paper, treating all people with kindness. The children can think of 
more. Look for ways that children are showing love in your classroom, and thank them for showing 
love to others. 

Jesus understood the simple love a child has. As adults, we often get caught up in past or present 
hurts that have been done to us—real or imagined. Those hurts come between us and loving the 
other person as God would want us to. Children are quicker to forgive than adults: a lesson we can 
learn from children. 

Love is sacred and a precious gift from God. We have the power to pass on the sacred love of God, if 
we choose. In your prayer time today, ask God to use you as an instrument of God’s love.  



4. Communities Love (1 Corinthians 13:1-13) 
Now faith, hope, and love remain—these three things—and the greatest of these is love. 
(1 Corinthians 13:13)  

Preschool  Permission is granted to duplicate this page for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury  Leader Guide 
Summer 2020 – 26 – deepbluekids.com 

GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or pp. 16 & 17) at eye level. 

• Play, “The Greatest of These Is Love” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child. 

• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table. 

• Help each child put a heart attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance Chart. 

SAY: Our Bible story today is about a letter Paul wrote to the church in Corinth. Paul was a follower of 
Jesus and started many churches. He wrote letters to those churches. Paul tells them about love and 
what being a Christian, or follower of Jesus, is like. 

TIP: Welcome each child with a special greeting. Make this a greeting ritual each week. 

 
A—Greatest-Is-Love Mobile (Activity Sheets) 
Before class: Punch out the large heart (Activity Sheets—p. 9) for each child.  

• Help each child follow the directions to finish and assemble the “Greatest-Is-Love Mobile.” 

SAY: Our Bible verse today says that faith, hope, and love are important to our life with God. But the 
greatest is love. 

ASK: Why do you think love is the greatest? 

 

B—Yarn Heart (Art) 
Before class: Photocopy the heart pattern (Leader Guide—p. 30) onto card stock for each child. Cut 
six- to twelve-inch lengths of different colored yarn. 

• Show the children how to cover their hearts with glue and place the yarn pieces on the glue.  

SAY: Our Bible story today says that we show love by being patient and kind. 

ASK: How are you patient and kind to others? 

TIP: If the child puts more than one layer of yarn on the heart, you may need to add more glue. 

  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs and Poem). 

• Encourage the children to sing, “Can You Listen? (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as they 
move to your story area. 

TIP: Give the children a five-minute warning before ending activities and transitioning to story time. 
  

OR 



4. Communities Love (1 Corinthians 13:1-13) 
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EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area. 

ASK: I wonder: 

o Who do you love? 

o How do they show you love? 

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the heart Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28). 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about love: the way love is and the way that love is not.  

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.  

• Place the heart Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper. 

• Tell the children the story, “Love” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 505–506).  

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure video for Session 4 and the Unit 1 Bible Trivia Challenge 
(Adventure DVD) with the children. 

SAY: Sometimes we have to show people that we love them.  

ASK: How do you show love?  

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “Communities Love” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 4) to the children. Encourage the children 

to do the suggested motions as you read the story. 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Display the Unit 1 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 5). 

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Have the children repeat the Bible verse. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 92). 

 

Transition to Respond 
• Sing, “God’s Love Is Like” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as you move to the next area. 

  



4. Communities Love (1 Corinthians 13:1-13) 
Now faith, hope, and love remain—these three things—and the greatest of these is love. 
(1 Corinthians 13:13)  
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RESPOND 
A—Paul Says (Game) 
Before class: Photocopy several hearts (Leader Guide—p. 30) onto card stock. Scatter the hearts 
around the floor. 

SAY: Paul wants us to remember that love is the greatest. 

• Have each child stand on one heart. Tell the children that you will tell them how to move to each 
heart. 

• When they arrive on a heart, have them yell, “Paul says love is the greatest.” 

SAY: Is it always easy to show love?  

TIP: You can use already-cutout heart shapes, if you have them. Instruct the children to hop on one 
foot, take a giant step, or do other large movements to move from heart to heart. 

 

B—Heart Cookies (Snack) 
Before class: Buy or bake plain sugar cookies.   

• Give each child a cookie and a small amount of icing and sprinkles. 

• Let the children decorate the heart cookies. 

SAY: Paul says love is the greatest. 

ASK: What else needs love besides people? 

 

Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
Before class: Photocopy “Cards of Love” (Leader Guide—p. 95) for each child. Display the Mission 
Poster (Class Kit—p. 2). 

• Have the children color the Cards of Love.  

ASK: What did we choose as our mission project this month? How does it help people? 

SAY: We will make Cards of Love to send to the people at the mission project we chose. 

ASK: How will our actions help the people in our mission project? 

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs and Poem).  

• Sing, “Can You Listen?” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as you travel to your worship area. 
  

OR 



4. Communities Love (1 Corinthians 13:1-13) 
Now faith, hope, and love remain—these three things—and the greatest of these is love. 
(1 Corinthians 13:13)  
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BLESS 
Gathering 
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board. 

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome“ (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance as the video 
plays. 

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the heart Bible mural piece you 
cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.  

SAY: Paul wants everyone to understand how great love is. Through love, people can grow and learn 
how to share and help each other. There is so much that people can do, if they act in love. That is the 
way God wants us to live: always acting in love. 

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not already done. 

• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.  

• Choose one child to pick a card. 

• Sing the song on that card. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for helping us show love to others. Amen.  

TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing. 
       

 
Blessing 
• Face each child and hold the child’s hand in yours. 

SAY: (Child’s name), may you always act in love.   

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for loving me. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
ASK: What is one thing about today’s Bible story that you can share with your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 4 home with each child. 



4. Communities Love (1 Corinthians 13:1-13) 
Heart Pattern 
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5. Communities Are Faithful (Joshua 1:1-9) 
The LORD your God is with you wherever you go. (Joshua 1:9)  
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PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
Good Leader Keys 
Listening Ears 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible 
Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
Joshua Leads 
On the Way 
Loving God,  
Loving Neighbor 
Transition to Bless 

4. Bless 
Gathering  
Praising 
Blessing 
At Home with God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television 
or projector and screen | Offering basket | 
Crayons or markers | Tape | Construction 
paper | Scissors | Snack-size paper plates | 
Resealable plastic bags | Paper bowls | 
Chenille stems | Plastic spoons 
 
Gather: No additional supplies 
 
Explore: Cloth 
 
Respond: Blanket | Dried fruits | Nuts 
 
Bless: No additional supplies 

 
Before You Teach 
The Israelites had been wandering in the wilderness for forty years. They had finally reached their 
destination of Canaan, or the Promised Land. Moses died and would not be the one to lead the 
Israelites into the land God promised. However, God does not leave the people leaderless. Joshua is 
chosen to lead the people into Canaan. Joshua was referred to as Moses’ helper during the forty 
years of wandering. Moses gave Joshua specific instructions that are known as the Instruction Scroll. 
Joshua was instructed by Moses to follow the Instruction Scroll and to remain faithful and obedient to 
God. 

Joshua may have had reservations about his new appointment. The task was huge. God told Joshua 
the people would rise up and act unfaithfully while they were in the Promised Land. Several times, 
God told Joshua to be brave and strong. God promised Joshua to be with him through it all. 

For the Israelite people, it was a time of change and transition. For forty years, Moses had cared for 
them and helped them stay focused on God. They depended on Moses, and Moses was faithful. It 
isn’t easy to trust a new leader when there is so much at stake, but the Israelites had no choice. 

Young children often have no choice when changes happen in their lives. Joshua is a good example 
for the children of a leader who depended on God. Talk with the children about the choices they have 
when changes happen they don’t like. Help them to know they can rely on God and ask God’s help to 
give them strength and comfort in hard times. 

As a Sunday school teacher to the children, you are a leader. God has entrusted you to guide the 
children in your class to live as God would like. Spend time this week thinking of the children and your 
presence in the classroom. Are you leading as God would lead? Spend time in prayer, asking God to 
help you lead in the Spirit of Jesus.  



5. Communities Are Faithful (Joshua 1:1-9) 
The LORD your God is with you wherever you go. (Joshua 1:9)  
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GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or pp. 16 & 17) at eye level. 

• Play, “Everyone Changes” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child. 

• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table. 

• Help each child put a Joshua attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance Chart. 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about Joshua, the man chosen by God to lead the Israelite people into 
the Promised Land. 

TIP: Welcome each child with a special greeting. Make this a greeting ritual each week. 

 

A—Good Leader Keys (Activity Sheets) 
• Have each child color the six “Good Leader Keys” (Activity Sheets—p. 13), and then punch them out 

for each child. 

• Help each child, as needed, to follow the directions to assemble the keys on a chenille stem. 

SAY: Joshua was given a big task by God. To lead the Israelites into a new land, Joshua needed to be a 
good leader. 

ASK: How do you think Joshua felt when he was chosen for this special task? 

 

B—Listening Ears (Art) 
Before class: Cut a snack-size paper plate in half for each child.  

• Have each child place the ear Stickers (Bible Story Sheets), one on each paper-plate half. 

• Have the children tape each end of a chenille stem to each top edge of the paper plate, so they can 
wear their Listening Ears as headbands. 

SAY: Joshua was a good leader because he listened and learned from Moses. Joshua also listened to 
God and trusted God. 

ASK: How can we be good listeners? 

  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs and Poem). 

• Encourage the children to wear their Listening Ears made earlier as they march to your story area.  

TIP: Give the children a five-minute warning before ending activities and transitioning to story time. 
  

OR 
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EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area. 

ASK: I wonder: 

o When have you been brave? 

o What do you think it means to be a good leader? 

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the Joshua Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28). 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about Joshua, the man God chose to lead the Israelite people into the 
land of Canaan. Joshua may have been nervous to be chosen as a leader. He trusted God to help him.  

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.  

• Place the Joshua Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper. 

• Tell the children the story, “God Chooses Joshua” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 88–91).  

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure video for Session 5 (Adventure DVD). 

ASK: When have you been nervous?  

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “Communities Are Faithful” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 5) to the children. Encourage the 

children to do the suggested motions as you read the story. 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Remove the Unit 2 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 8). 

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Have the children repeat the Bible verse. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 93).   

 

Transition to Respond    
• Sing, “Joshua, Joshua” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as the children move to the next 

activity. 
  



5. Communities Are Faithful (Joshua 1:1-9) 
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RESPOND 
A—Joshua Leads (Hidden Picture) 
Before class: Photocopy “Joshua Leads” (Leader Guide—p. 36) for each child. 

• Have each child find and circle the six hidden footprints, and then color the picture with crayons or 
markers. 

SAY: Joshua was faithful to God and was a good leader to the people of Israel. 

ASK: How do you think the people felt when Joshua became their leader? Were they scared? 

 

B—On the Way (Snack) 
Before class: Set out individual bowls with nuts and dried fruits. Place a blanket on the ground outside. 

• Give each child a resealable plastic bag. Have the children use spoons to place nuts and dried fruits 
in the bag. After the children have filled their bags, have them follow you outside to the blanket 

SAY: Joshua was a good leader. He would make sure the Israelites had food as they went into Canaan. 
The people may have had nuts and dried fruit, just like us! 

ASK: What are ways Joshua could be a good leader for the people? 

TIP: Be aware of food allergies before serving food to the children. 

 

Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
Before class: Remove the “Meet Our Neighbors” Poster (Class Kit—p. 3), the Deep Blue Shores Map 
(Class Kit—p. 14), and the Deep Blue Shores Figures (Class Kit—p. 19). Assemble the library. 

• Show the children the poster, map, and figures. 

SAY: Sometimes we are asked to do things we have never done before, like Joshua. Mayor Taylor and 
Mr. Jones may be asked to do things they have never done before. 

ASK: What is something you were asked to do that you had never done? How did you feel? 

SAY: We might be scared to try something new, but with God’s help, we can be brave and strong, like 
Joshua. 

TIP: If you have saved all the Deep Blue structure and figure cutouts for the year, use them to create 
the town. Leave the town and figures out, and let the children enjoy the town each week. 

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs and Poem).  

• Have the children sing, “Can You Listen?” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as you travel to 
your worship area.  

OR 
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BLESS 
Gathering 
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board. 

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance as the video 
plays. 

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the Joshua Bible mural piece you 
cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.  

SAY: God promised Joshua that God would be with him as he led the people into Canaan.  

PRAY: Thank you, God, for always being with us. Amen. 

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not done already. 

• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.  

• Choose one child to pick a card. 

• Sing the song on that card. 

PRAY: Dear God, help me be a good leader, like Joshua. Amen. 

TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing. 

 

Blessing 
• Face each child and hold the child’s hand in yours. 

SAY: (Child’s name), may you always lead with love.   

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for showing me how to lead. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Photocopy “Meet Our Neighbors” (Leader Guide—p. 85) for each child. 

ASK: What is one thing about today’s Bible story that you can share with your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 5, a copy of the “Meet Our Neighbors” sheet, and the Unit 2 Bible 
verse Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) home with each child.



5. Communities Are Faithful (Joshua 1:1-9) 
Joshua Leads 
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PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
Stacking Stones 
Memorial Stones 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible 
Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
Across the River 
Crossing the River 
Loving God,  
Loving Neighbor  
Transition to Bless 

4. Bless 
Gathering  
Praising Time 
Blessing 
At Home with God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television 
or projector and screen | Offering basket | 
Tape | Construction paper | Glue | Scissors 
 
Gather: Small tiles | Small stones 
 
Explore: Cloth 
 
Respond: Painters’ tape | Twelve brown 
cardboard boxes 
 
Bless: No additional supplies 

 
Before You Teach 
Joshua, the new leader of the Israelite people, immediately faced an obstacle. He needed to help his 
people cross the Jordan River to reach the land God promised them. The river was flooded, and the 
people did not know how they would cross. Joshua told the people to trust God. The priests were in 
front of the people with the ark of the covenant. Joshua told the priests to step into the river. As the 
priests stepped in the river, the water dried up. All  the people were able to cross safely. With God’s 
help, the Israelites made it to the land they were promised. 

As the Israelites crossed into the Promised Land, Joshua instructed twelve men to each pick up a 
stone from the dry riverbed. Joshua told the men to build a monument in the new land. The 
monument would help them remember how God cared and provided for them as they traveled into 
the Promised Land.  

Young children will enjoy the wonder of the river drying up, as well as the concreteness of the 
building of the monument. Children know how it feels to go somewhere new. It might be exciting, but 
a little scary too. They can imagine God drying up the river with a sense of wonder. They can 
appreciate the building of a monument to help them remember. All of this happened because Joshua 
and the people trusted God. Remind the children that God can help us in so many ways, if we trust 
and follow what God wants us to do. 

Where have you seen God doing amazing things? Be intentional this week about looking for amazing 
acts of God. Look for small, quiet acts as well as large, awesome acts. In each act you see, remember 
the one who is always with you, God.  
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GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or pp. 16 & 17) at eye level. 

• Play, “Everyone Changes” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child. 

• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table. 

• Help each child put a stones attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance Chart. 

SAY: Today we will hear another Bible story about Joshua. Joshua trusted God and led the Israelite 
people across the river into the Promised Land. When they arrived in the Promised Land, they 
erected a stack of stones to help them remember all that God had done for them.  

ASK: How do you remember God? 

TIP: Welcome each child with a special greeting. Ask the child what kind of greeting he or she would 
like. You might give the child a handshake, high five, fist bump, or thumb bump. Make this a greeting 
ritual each week. 

 

A—Stacking Stones (Activity Sheets) 
Before class: Punch out the seven pieces of “Stacking Stones” (Activity Sheets—p. 13) for each child.  

• Help each child, as needed, to follow the directions to complete a stacking stones picture. 

SAY: God helped the people cross the river into the new land by drying up the river. They then built a 
stone memorial to help them remember how God helped them. 

ASK: How has God helped you this week? 

 

B—Memorial Stones (Art) 
• Give each child a small tile and several stones. 

• Help the children stack and glue the stones together on their tiles.  

SAY: Joshua wanted the people to remember that God helped them. He had them build a memorial 
out of stones to help them remember.  

ASK: How do you think Joshua and the Israelites felt when they entered the land God promised? 

  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs and Poem). 

• Have the children sing, “Joshua, Joshua” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as the children 
move to the story area. 

TIP: Give the children a five-minute warning before ending activities and transitioning to story time.  

OR 
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EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area. 

ASK: I wonder: 

o How do you feel when you go to a new place? 

o Who do you trust to keep you safe at the new place? 

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the stones Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28). 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about Joshua leading the Israelites to a new home. Joshua wanted the 
Israelites to remember that God was always with them in their new home. 

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.  

• Place the stones Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper. 

• Tell the children the story, “Crossing the Jordan” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 97–99).  

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure video for Session 6 (Adventure DVD) with the children. 

ASK: What’s your favorite memory with your friends? 

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “Communities Remember” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 6) to the children. Encourage the 

children to do the motions as you read the story. 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Display the Unit 2 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 8). 

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Have the children repeat the Bible verse. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 93). 

 

Transition to Respond 
• Have the children skip and sing, “Joshua, Joshua” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as they 

move to the next activity.  
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RESPOND 
A—Across the River (Drama) 
Before class: Place a piece of painters’ tape on the floor (about six feet in length). Scatter twelve 
brown boxes of various sizes along the sides of the tape, within reach of the children. 

• Tell the children they must walk through the Jordan River (the painters’ tape) and pick up one 
stone (brown box) each. If they step off the tape to retrieve a box, they must start again. 

• When they reach the end of the tape, tell the children to work together to stack the boxes as a 
memorial to God. 

SAY: Drying up the river was an amazing act of God. God cared for the Israelite people. 

ASK: What amazing acts of God have you seen? 

 

 

B—Crossing the River (Movement) 
Before class: Place a piece of painters’ tape on the floor (about six feet in length).  

• Have the children spread out along the piece of tape.  

SAY: The Israelites had been traveling for a long time. There were many people who had to cross the 
Jordan River (the painters’ tape). The people were happy to be crossing into their new home. People 
may have sung songs or jumped for joy as they crossed the river. 

ASK: How would you cross the river? 

TIP: Start the children thinking of different ways people may have crossed the river, such as crawling, 
singing, and jumping.  

 

Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
Before class: Photocopy “Memory Frame” (Leader Guide—p. 42) for each child.  

• Give each child a copy of the Memory Frame.  

SAY: The Deep Blue Kids remembered together through pictures they took. We share so many 
memories with our friends. Let’s draw a special one that we want to always remember. 

ASK: How do you feel when you remember times with your friends? 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for friends and memories. Amen. 

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs and Poem).  

• Have the children sing, “Can You Listen?” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as you travel to 
your worship area.  

OR 
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BLESS 
Gathering 
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board. 

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance as the video 
plays. 

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the stones Bible mural piece you 
cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.  

SAY: God promised Joshua that God would always be with him. Joshua trusted God and did what God 
asked.  

ASK: How do you think Joshua felt when the Israelites arrived safely on the other side of the river? 

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not done already. 

• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.  

• Choose one child to pick a card. 

• Sing the song on that card. 

PRAY: Dear God, help me trust you like Joshua did. Amen. 

TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing. 

 

Blessing 
• Face each child and hold the child’s hand in yours. 

SAY: (Child’s name), may you always trust in God and live in God’s way.   

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for showing me how to live. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
ASK: What is one thing about today’s Bible story that you can share with your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 6 home with each child. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6. Communities Remember (Joshua 3:1-17; 4:1-24) 
Memory Frame 
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7. Communities Transition (1 Samuel 7:15–8:22; 
10:17-24) 

The LORD your God is with you wherever you go. (Joshua 1:9)  

Preschool  Permission is granted to duplicate this page for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury  Leader Guide 
Summer 2020 – 43 – deepbluekids.com 

 

PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
Where Is Saul? 
Find Saul and Make a Crown 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible 
Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
We Want a King! 
Meal for a King 
Loving God,  
Loving Neighbor  
Transition to Bless 

4. Bless 
Gathering  
Praising 
Blessing 
At Home with God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television 
or projector and screen | Offering basket | 
Tape | Construction paper | Safety scissors | 
| Pencils | Card stock | Napkins | Snack-size 
paper plates | Paper cups | Small plastic 
container 
 
Gather: Die | Stick-on jewels 
 
Explore: Cloth 
 
Respond: Grapes | Cheese | Crackers | 
Juice | Adult guest | Biblical costume 
 
Bless: No additional supplies 

 
Before You Teach 
During the time of Samuel, the Israelites were ruled by judges. Samuel was a fair and just judge. 
Samuel served God his entire life and helped the people know what God wanted them to do. The 
people liked Samuel, but not his sons, who were corrupt. The Israelites did not want Samuel’s sons to 
take their father’s place, so they asked Samuel to appoint a king. 

Samuel was upset when the people requested a king. He tried to tell the people that they really didn’t 
want a king. He told them a king would charge them taxes and make their sons and daughters work 
for him. It was no use. The people wanted a king so they could be like everyone else. 

Samuel told God the people wanted a king. God told Samuel not to worry; God would choose a king 
for Israel. Saul was chosen, and Israel moved away from being a covenant community. A covenant 
community believed God was the Divine King. Since Israel wanted to be like other nations, they 
wanted a king. 

Most children will understand what a king is at this young age, but their understanding may be 
influenced by fairy tales or cartoons. Help them understand that God chose Saul as the king because 
Saul loved God and wanted to serve God.  

God had confidence in Saul, but the story says Saul was hiding when Samuel was ready to introduce 
him to the people. Saul may not have been as sure of God’s calling as God was. 

Is God calling you? Are you hiding from God? What would it take for you to come out of hiding and 
follow God’s call?  



7. Communities Transition (1 Samuel 7:15–8:22; 
10:17-24) 
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GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp 15 & 18 and pp. 16 & 17) at eye level. 

• Play, “Everyone Changes” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child. 

• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table. 

• Help each child put a crown attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance Chart. 

SAY: Our Bible story this week is about Samuel and Saul. Samuel was a judge of the Israelite people. 

ASK: How would you find a king for Israel? 

TIP: Welcome each child with a special greeting. Make this a greeting ritual each week. 

 

A—Where Is Saul? (Activity Sheets)  
• Have the children find “Where Is Saul?” (Activity Sheets—p. 15) in the picture, along with the two 

other items (the crown and jar). Remind the children that Saul was very tall.  

SAY: God chose Saul to be the king of Israel. Saul may have been surprised that God chose him, which 
is why he was hiding. 

ASK: How would you feel if you were suddenly made a king or queen? 

 

B—Find Saul and Make a Crown (Art) 
Before class: Photocopy “Find Saul” (Leader Guide—p. 48) for each child. Draw a crown on a piece of 
card stock. Place stick-on plastic jewels in a small container.  

• Give each child a copy of “Find Saul” (Leader Guide—p. 48). Have each child find Saul in the picture 
and draw a crown above his head. 

• Have each child roll the die. The child will choose the number of jewels matching the number on 
the die to stick on the crown.  

SAY: Saul was the first king of Israel. The people had always been led by judges and considered God as 
their king. 

ASK: What do you think Saul’s crown looked like? 

  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs and Poem). 

• Have the children sing, “We Want a King!” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), and hold up their 
crowns as they move to the story area.  

OR 



7. Communities Transition (1 Samuel 7:15–8:22; 
10:17-24) 
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EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area. 

ASK: I wonder: 

o Have you ever been asked to do something you didn’t want to do? 

o How did you feel when you were asked? Were you scared or pleased to be asked? 

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the crown Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28). 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about Samuel. The people of Israel asked Samuel to find them a king. 
Samuel didn’t want them to have a king. He knew that God was their king. 

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.  

• Place the crown Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper. 

• Tell the children the story, “Samuel Anoints Saul” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 118–121). 

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure video for Session 7 (Adventure DVD) with the children. 

ASK: What does God ask you to do? 

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “Communities Transition” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 7) to the children. Encourage the 

children to say the suggested words in italics as you read the story. 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Display the Unit 2 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 8). 

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 93).  

 

Transition to Respond 
• Have the children sing, “We Want a King!” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as they move to 

the next activity.  
  



7. Communities Transition (1 Samuel 7:15–8:22; 
10:17-24) 
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RESPOND 
A—We Want a King! (Game) 
Before class: Ask an adult to dress up in biblical costume as Saul, and hide in the classroom or nearby. 

• Have the children sing, “We Want a King!” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as they look for 
“Saul.” 

• Have the children dance and cheer when they find Saul. 

SAY: Samuel wanted to find a king who would love and do what God asked. God told Samuel to 
choose Saul as the king. 

ASK: How does a good king or queen act? 

 

 

B—Meal for a King (Snack) 
Before class: Prepare grapes, cheese, crackers, and juice for each child. 

• Give each child a plate with snacks and a cup of juice. 

SAY: The Israelite people were very happy when Samuel told them Saul would be their king. 

ASK: I wonder if the people would have given Saul a banquet. What foods do you think they would 
serve a king?  

 

Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
Before class: Display the “Meet Our Neighbors” Poster (Class Kit—p. 3), the Deep Blue Shores Map 
(Class Kit—p. 14), and the Deep Blue Shores Figures (Class Kit—p. 19). 

• Show the children the poster, map, and figures. Leave the map and figures out for the children to 
play with throughout the quarter. 

SAY: Saul was chosen because God believed he would be a good leader for the Israelites. Pastor Kim 
was called to be a good leader for the church. Mayor Taylor was a good leader for the city, and Mr. 
Jones was a good leader at the school. 

ASK: Who do you know that is a good leader? 

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs and Poem).  

• Have the children sing, “Can You Listen?” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as you travel to 
your worship area. 

  

OR 
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BLESS 
Gathering 
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board. 

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance with their 
shoes off as the video plays. 

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the crown Bible mural piece you 
cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.  

SAY: There are many kinds of leaders: leaders who serve God and do what God says is right, and those 
who don’t.  

ASK: What kind of a leader would you be if God called you? 

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not done already. 

• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.  

• Choose one child to pick a card. 

• Sing the song on that card. 

PRAY: Dear God, help me be a good leader and follow you. Amen. 

TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing. 

 

Blessing 
• Face each child and hold the child’s hand in yours. 

SAY: (Child’s name), may you always lead in God’s way.   

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for always being with me and guiding me. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
ASK: What is one thing about today’s Bible story that you can share with your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 7 home with each child.  



7. Communities Transition (1 Samuel 7:15–8:22; 
10:17-24) 

The LORD your God is with you wherever you go. (Joshua 1:9)  
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Find Saul



8. Communities Grow (Exodus 13:18-21) 
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PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
A Tiny Seed 
What Shall I Grow? 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible 
Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
Moving Mustard 
Seeds 
Which One Has 
Yeast? 
Loving God,  
Loving Neighbor  
Transition to Bless 

4. Bless 
Gathering  
Praising 
Blessing 
At Home with God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television 
or projector and screen | Offering basket | 
Crayons or markers | Tape | Construction 
paper | Glue | Scissors | Napkins | Small 
paper plates | Paper 
 
Gather: Mustard seeds and other seeds 
 
Explore: Cloth 
 
Respond: Yeast packets | Loaf of sliced 
bread | Crackers 
 
Bless: No additional supplies 

 
Before You Teach 
The mustard plant is an annual herb in the Middle East that is more of a shrub than an actual tree. 
The mustard plant starts as a very tiny seed (about the size of this —) and can grow into a nine- or 
ten-foot plant. 

In our Bible story today, Jesus compared God’s kingdom to a mustard seed and to yeast. Jesus uses 
the mustard seed and the yeast because they are common items in biblical households. Using 
common household items in his storytelling helped people understand the stories better. 

It is unlikely that young children have seen a mustard plant, but they may have experience with 
planting small seeds and watching them grow into flowers. They will probably have trouble making 
the connection between the mustard see or yeast and God’s kingdom. Talk to the children about how 
small acts can lead to big results. The children may not understand the meaning of God’s kingdom 
either. They may have visions of knights and castles. Explain that the kingdom of God is present 
wherever we are doing God’s work and living as God wants us to live. Which means God’s kingdom is 
present every time we do small acts of kindness. Our small act of kindness is like a mustard see that 
can grow into another act of kindness, and another act of kindness. Soon, we have a huge tree of 
kindness (God’s kingdom). 

The parables of the mustard seed and yeast remind us that even small beginnings are powerful and 
can change the character of the whole. What small act have you done recently that has had an 
impact on the character of the whole? What small act may God be calling you to do today? 
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GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or pp. 16 & 17) at eye level. 

• Play, “Everyone Changes” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child. 

• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table. 

• Help each child put a mustard bush and seeds attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the 
Attendance Chart. 

SAY: Our Bible story this week is about two parables. A parable is a story that teaches a lesson. Jesus 
told parables to his followers. Jesus wanted his followers to understand that they might be few in 
number now, but they could grow to be thousands, just like the mustard seed and yeast could grow 
from small to large. 

TIP: Welcome each child with a special greeting. Make this a greeting ritual each week. 

 

A—A Tiny Seed (Activity Sheets) 
Before class: Punch out “A Tiny Seed” (Activity Sheets—p. 17) for each child. 

• Help the children follow the instructions to complete the picture.  

SAY: Jesus told a parable, or a story, about the tiny mustard seeds growing into big trees.  

ASK: Why do you think Jesus chose the mustard seed for his story? 

 

B—What Shall I Grow? (Art) 
• Give each child a piece of paper and a seed. Have each child place a piece of tape over the seed on 

the paper. 

• Let the children draw pictures of what they think will grow from the seed. 

SAY: There are times when we think something is too small to be helpful. 

ASK: Do you ever feel too small to help with God’s work? 

  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs and Poem). 

• Have the children sing, “Jesus Told a Story” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as you move to 
your story area. 

TIP: Give the children a five-minute warning before ending activities and transitioning to story time. 
  

OR 
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EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area. 

ASK: I wonder: 

o What are some of your favorite stories? 

o Who is your favorite person to read you a story? 

o Have you learned anything special from a story? 

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the mustard bush and seeds mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28). 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about Jesus sharing a story about a mustard seed and yeast. 

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area. Place 
the mustard bush and seeds Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper. 

• Tell the children the story, “The Mustard Seed and the Yeast” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 350–
351).  

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure video for Session 8 (Adventure DVD) with the children. 

SAY: The mustard seed and the yeast are very small. When you care for them correctly, they grow 
and do amazing things!  

ASK: What small thing can you do? 

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “Communities Grow” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 8) to the children. Encourage the children 

to make the suggested motions as you read the story. 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Display the Unit 2 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 8). 

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 93).   

 

Transition to Respond 
Have the children sing, “Jesus Told a Story” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as they move to 
the next activity.  



8. Communities Grow (Exodus 13:18-21) 
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RESPOND 
Moving Mustard Seeds (Game) 
SAY: Let’s pretend we are mustard seeds. Do the actions in the rhyme until I say, “Mustard seeds,” 
then you must freeze. 

SAY: Hop and pop as much as you please (pause), but you must stop when I say, “Mustard seeds!” 
Twist and turn as much as you please (pause), but you must stop when I say, “Mustard seeds!” Wiggle 
and jiggle as much as you please (pause), but you must stop when I say, “Mustard seeds!” Flutter and 
flop as much as you please (pause), but you must stop when I say, “Mustard seeds!” 

ASK: How big could God’s kingdom be if we all shared God’s love like the little mustard seed? 

 

 

Which One Has Yeast? (Snack) 
• Show the children the packets of yeast. Let them feel the packets. 

SAY: Jesus told a story of a woman who hid the yeast in the flour, and the yeast made the flour grow. 

• Show the children the regular loaf of bread and the crackers. 

SAY: When we make bread, we use yeast and the bread gets big. Crackers don’t have yeast in them, 
so they are flat. 

ASK: Why do you think Jesus used the yeast parable to explain what the kingdom of God could be? 

TIP: Be aware of allergies before serving food to the children. 

 

Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
Before class: Photocopy “Good Seeds” (Leader Guide—p. 54) for each child. 

SAY: Jesus uses the term God’s kingdom to describe followers of God living as God wants us to live 
and doing God’s work in the world. Size doesn’t matter to God. Little things can do great big things. 

ASK: How can you serve God today? What are some good seeds you can plant to help God’s kingdom 
grow? 

• Have the children draw seeds in the ground around the tree and color the tree.  

ASK: What kinds of seeds did you plant? 

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs and Poem).  

• Have the children sing, “Can You Listen?” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as you travel to 
your worship area. 

  

OR 
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BLESS 
Gathering 
Before class: Display “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board. 

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance as the video 
plays. 

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the mustard bush and seeds Bible 
mural piece you cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.  

SAY: The message of the parables of the mustard seed and the yeast are the same: size does not 
matter. There can be a very tiny something that grows and grows and grows and becomes a huge 
something. God’s kingdom started with just a few people, then it grew and grew and grew and 
became more people than we can count! 

ASK: What do you think God’s kingdom is like? 

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not done previously. 

• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.  

• Choose one child to pick a card. 

• Sing the song on that card. 

PRAY: Dear God, help me share your love and grow your Kingdom. Amen. 

TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing. 

 

Blessing 
• Face each child and hold the child’s hand in yours. 

SAY: (Child’s name), may you always help grow God’s kingdom.   

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for knowing how much I can do, even when I am small. 

 

At Home with God 
ASK: What is one thing about today’s Bible story that you can share with your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 8 home with each child.



8. Communities Grow (Exodus 13:18-21) 
Good Seeds  
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 PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
Priest’s Clothing 
Build a Tabernacle 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible 
Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
Special Spices 
Play Dough 
Tabernacle 
Loving God,  
Loving Neighbor  
Transition to Bless 

4. Bless 
Gathering  
Praising 
Blessing 
At Home with God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television 
or projector and screen | Offering basket | 
Crayons or markers (esp. blue, purple, gold, 
red) | Tape | Construction paper | Gluesticks | 
Scissors | Craft sticks | Paper cups 
 
Gather: Simple pop-up tent | Sheets or cloth  
 
Explore: Cloth 
 
Respond: Sweet-smelling spices | Play 
dough | Fabric squares 
 
Bless: No additional supplies 

 
Before You Teach 
The Israelites spent forty years wandering in the wilderness of the Sinai Peninsula, led by Moses. God 
was with the Israelites every day. One day God told Moses to have the people build a special place so 
they could worship God. The special place the people built was called a Tabernacle.  

The instructions for building the Tabernacle were very detailed, and can be found in the Book of 
Exodus. Moses called upon the people to give of their possessions, skills, and time to build the 
Tabernacle. The Israelites gave so much that Moses had to tell them to stop giving! The ark of the 
covenant that traveled with the Tabernacle contained the Ten Commandments. God intended the 
Tabernacle to move with the people and serve as a visual reminder that God was always with them. 

Since children are concrete thinkers, some may wonder if God lived in the Tabernacle or in the 
church. Help them understand that the Tabernacle, like our church, is a place for God’s people to 
gather together to worship and learn about God. The Tabernacle is where the Israelites would meet 
and remember that God was always with them. The church where we meet today reminds us that 
God is always with us. 

Talk with the children about how generously the Israelites gave of their possessions, skills, and time 
to build the Tabernacle. You can talk about how many people in your church give of their possessions, 
skills, and time to build your church and keep it safe and clean. Remind the children that they can 
give their time and skills to the church also. God welcomes all ages and all people. 

Do you have a specific place where you encounter God? Maybe you have several special places where 
you find God. Think about them. Why do you think you feel God’s presence in those places? Visit one 
of those places now and spend a few minutes in silence, soaking up the love God pours on you. 
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GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or pp. 16 & 17) at eye level. 

• Play, “Joyful, Joyful” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child.  

• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table. 

• Help each child put a tent attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance Chart. 

SAY: Our Bible story this week is about the Israelite people building a Tabernacle. They wanted a 
special place to worship God as they wandered in the wilderness. They had specific instructions of 
what materials to use and how to build the Tabernacle. 

TIP: Welcome each child with a special greeting. Make this a greeting ritual each week. 

 

A—Priest’s Clothing (Activity Sheets) 
Before class: Punch out the priest figure, breastplate, and ark of the covenant (Activity Sheets—p. 19) 
for each child.  

• Help the children follow the instructions to complete the picture. 

SAY: Each gem on the priest’s breastplate represented a different tribe of Israel. The priests wore the 
breastplates into the Tabernacle. All of these items helped the Israelite people worship God. 

ASK: Where do you like to worship God? 

 

B—Build a Tabernacle (Group) 
• Let the children work together to erect a tent to pretend it is a Tabernacle. 

SAY: The Tabernacle was a place the Israelites could meet together. They would learn about and 
worship God at the Tabernacle. They worked together to build the Tabernacle. 

ASK: How did you feel working together to build the tent? 

TIP: You can use a simple pop-up tent and cover the tent with cloth or sheets. 

  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs and Poem). 

• Have the children sing, “Offer Praise” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), and walk around the 
classroom back to the tabernacle to hear the story. 

TIP: Give the children a five-minute warning before ending activities and transitioning to story time. 
  

OR 
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EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area. 

ASK: I wonder: 

o How are you feeling about being at church today? 

o What do you like best about coming to church? 

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the tent Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28).  

SAY: In our Bible story today, we will hear about the Israelites building a special house for God called 
a Tabernacle. 

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.  

• Place the tent Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper. 

• Tell the children the story, “A House for God” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 84–86).  

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure video for Session 9 (Adventure DVD) with the children. 

ASK: What reminds you of God? 

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “A Tent for God” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 9) to the children. Encourage the children to do 

the motions as you read the story. 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Remove the Unit 3 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 31). 

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Give each child the Bible verse Sticker (Bible Story Sheets), and have the children repeat the Bible 
verse. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 94).   

 

Transition to Respond 
• Have the children leave the tabernacle and march around the room as they move to the next 

activity. 
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RESPOND 
Special Spices (Science) 
Before class: Place different spices that smell good in individual cups. You can use sweet-smelling 
kitchen spices or grated orange and lemon peel. 

• Have the children smell the different spices. 

SAY: Some of the Israelites brought sweet-smelling spices to the Tabernacle as their gift. They wanted 
the worship area to smell nice. When they smelled the spices, they would remember God cared for 
them.   

ASK: Is there a special smell that reminds you that God cares for you? 

TIP: Place the sweet-smelling spices in the tabernacle when you are through. 

 

 

Play Dough Tabernacle (Sensory) 
• Give each child some play dough, craft sticks, and fabric squares (can be different sizes). 

SAY: The Israelites put up a tent to worship God. They brought gifts to build the tent.  

• Show the children how to flatten the play dough to use as a base to stick the craft sticks in upright. 
Have them cover the sticks with the fabric squares. 

SAY: How do you think the people felt when they finished the Tabernacle and had a place to worship 
God? 

 

Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
Before class: Photocopy “The Tabernacle” (Leader Guide—p. 60) for each child. 

• Give each child a copy of “The Tabernacle,” and a blue, purple, gold, and red crayon or marker. 

SAY: Moses instructed the people to only use certain colors of cloth when they were building the 
Tabernacle. They were blue, purple, gold, and red. Color the Tabernacle the way you would like it to 
look, using those colors. 

SAY: We use many different colors in our churches today. 

ASK: Do you think God cares what colors we use in our churches today? 

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs and Poem).  

• Have the children sing, “Can You Listen?” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as you travel to 
your worship area. 

  

OR 
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BLESS 
Gathering 
Before class: Display “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board. 

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance as the video 
plays. 

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the tent Bible mural piece you cut 
out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.  

SAY: God wanted the Israelite people to have a visual reminder that God was always with them as 
they wandered in the wilderness. He told Moses to have the people build a Tabernacle they could 
carry with them as they traveled. They could remember that God was with them and cared for them. 

ASK: Do you think God lived in the Tabernacle? 

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not done already.  

• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.  

• Choose one child to pick a card. 

• Sing the song on that card. 

PRAY: Dear God, help me remember you are always with me. Amen. 

TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing. 

 

Blessing 
• Face each child and hold the child’s hand in yours. 

SAY: (Child’s name), may you always share what you have with God.   

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for giving us a church to remember you care for us. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
ASK: What is one thing about today’s Bible story that you can share with your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 9 home with each child. 
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The Tabernacle 
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PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
Dancing David  
A Special Chest 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible 
Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
Going to Jerusalem 
Celebration 
Loving God,  
Loving Neighbor  
Transition to Bless 

4. Bless 
Gathering  
Praising 
Blessing 
At Home with God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television 
or projector and screen | Offering basket | 
Crayons or markers | Tape | Small paper 
plates | Napkins | Scissors | Construction 
paper | Card stock | Gold crayons, markers, 
or glitter pens 
 
Gather: No additional supplies 
 
Explore: Cloth 
 
Respond: Straws | Small boxes | Oatmeal 
cookies 
 
Bless: Small bowl of oil 

 
Before You Teach 
David was the king of Israel, and he established Jerusalem as the capital. Our Bible story today 
centers around David bringing the special chest, or the ark of the covenant, to Jerusalem. Bringing the 
special chest to Jerusalem was so important that it was one of David’s first acts as king.  

The special chest contained the stone tablets given to Moses on Mt. Sinai. The Israelites viewed the 
chest as a symbol of God’s presence. The special chest had traveled with them in the wilderness. It 
was a constant reminder that God was with them.  

Bringing the special chest to Jerusalem was so important to David that he was personally involved 
with the transport of the chest. He did not just order people to bring it to him; he was a part of the 
procession as the chest was moved to Jerusalem. In fact, he was so excited, he danced joyously 
before it as it was moved. When the chest arrived in Jerusalem, David and all the people celebrated 
with great joy.  

Young children understand joy. They are inherently joyful! Explain to them that David had a personal 
relationship with God. David prayed and talked to God often. David worshipped and praised God. To 
bring the special chest to Jerusalem was an emotional and joyful moment for David. Explain to your 
children they can also have a personal relationship with God, through prayer and worship. The 
relationship can fill them with joy as David was filled with joy. 

David showed his joy for God through dancing. Watch your children this week in class and see how 
differently the children express their joy. How do you show your joy for God?  
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GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or pp. 16 & 17) at eye level. 

• Play, “Joyful, Joyful” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child. 

• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table. 

• Help each child put a King David dancing attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance 
Chart.   

SAY: In the Bible story today, we will hear about King David and how happy he was to bring the ark of 
the covenant, or special chest, to Jerusalem.  

TIP: Welcome each child with a special greeting. Ask the child what kind of greeting he or she would 
like. You might give the child a handshake, high five, fist bump, or thumb bump. Make this a greeting 
ritual each week. 

 

A—Dancing David (Activity Sheets) 
• Have each child color the “Dancing David” figure (Activity Sheets—p. 21), and then help them to 

punch it out. Have them follow the instructions to get their finger puppets to dance.  

SAY: King David was so happy to bring the special chest to Jerusalem that he danced in front of the 
chest as they moved it. 

ASK: Why do you think King David was so happy to bring the ark of the covenant to Jerusalem? 

 

B—A Special Chest (Art) 
Before class: Photocopy “A Special Chest” (Leader Guide—p. 66) on card stock for each child. 

• Give each child a gold crayon, marker, or glitter crayon. 

• Have each child color the special chest and place the Ten Commandments Sticker (Bible Story 
Sheets) into the chest on the blank side.  

SAY: The ark of the covenant was special because it held the stone tablets that God gave Moses on 
Mt. Sinai. They were called the Ten Commandments.  

ASK: Do you have something special that helps you remember God? 

  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs and Poem). 

• Invite the children to dance with their finger puppet Davids to the story area.  

TIP: Give the children a five-minute warning before ending activities and transitioning to story time.  

OR 
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EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area. 

ASK: I wonder: 

o Are you feeling joyful today? 

o What makes you joyful? 

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the King David dancing Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28). 

SAY: King David is so happy, he dances to show his joy to God. King David loves God and is happy to 
bring the special chest to Jerusalem. 

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.  

• Place the King David dancing Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper. 

• Tell the children the story, “David Dances” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 142–144).  

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure video for Session 10 (Adventure DVD) with the children. 

ASK: How do you praise God? 

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “Dancing for God” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 10) to the children. Encourage the children to 

say the phrase in italics and use their King David finger puppets to dance. 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Display the Unit 3 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 31). 

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 94).   

 

Transition to Respond 
• Encourage the children to sing, “Offer Praise” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as they move 

to the next activity.  
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RESPOND 
A—Going to Jerusalem (Game) 
Before class: Tape two straws, one on each side of a small box, to make a special chest. Make one 
chest for each child. Set up an obstacle course in your classroom or outside.  

• Help each child place the special chest on her or his flat hand, palm up. 

• Explain to the children that they must get the special chest to Jerusalem (the ending of the obstacle 
course) without the special chest falling off their hands. 

SAY: The road to Jerusalem was a hard road to travel. There may have been many obstacles. 

ASK: How do you think the people felt when the ark of the covenant made it to Jerusalem? 

• Let the children celebrate by dancing when they make it to Jerusalem with the special chest. 
 

 

B—Celebration (Snack) 
• Give each child a plate with one or two oatmeal raisin cookies on it. 

SAY: After the special chest arrived in Jerusalem, the people celebrated. King David gave the people 
bread, dates, and raisin cakes.  

ASK: How can we praise God before we eat our celebration snack? 

 

Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
• Have the children dance as you play, “Joyful, Joyful” (Adventure DVD). 

SAY: Do the motions as I call them out to you.  

• Call out movements, such as wiggle your hands, shake your feet, or jump on one foot.  

PRAY: Thank you, God, for all the joy you bring us! Amen. 

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs and Poem).  

• Have the children sing, “Can You Listen?” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as you travel to 
your worship area. 

TIP: Give the children a five-minute warning before ending activities and transitioning to story time. 

 

 
  

OR 
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BLESS 
Gathering 
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board. 

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance as the video 
plays. 

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the King David dancing Bible 
mural piece you cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.  

SAY: King David was so happy to be bringing God’s chest to Jerusalem that he started dancing his 
praise to God. King David loved God. Praising God is one way King David showed his love to God.  

ASK: How do you like to praise God? 

PRAY: God, your world is so beautiful. Help us to care for your world. Amen. 

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not done previously. 

• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.  

• Choose one child to pick a card. 

• Sing the song on that card. 

PRAY: God, I can praise you in so many ways. I love you! Amen. 

TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing. 

 

Blessing 
Before class: Have a small bowl of oil ready. 

• Face each child. Draw a heart on each child’s hand with the oil. 

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves to hear and see your praise.   

PRAY: Thank you for (child’s name)’s abundant joy and praise. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
ASK: What is one thing about today’s Bible story that you can share with your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 10 home with each child.  
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A Special Chest 
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PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
Worship Space Sort 
Stained Glass Window 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible 
Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
Worship Hunt 
Build a Temple 
Loving God,  
Loving Neighbor  
Transition to Bless 

4. Bless 
Gathering  
Praising 
Blessing 
At Home with God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television 
or projector and screen | Offering basket | 
Crayons or markers | Tape | Construction 
paper (esp. black) | Scissors 
 
Gather: White and colored chalk | 
Hairspray 
 
Explore: Cloth 
 
Respond: Boxes 
 
Bless: Small bowl of oil 

 
Before You Teach  
King David’s son, Solomon, became king after King David died. One of the first actions King Solomon 
took was to build the temple that his father, King David, had always meant to build. The temple took 
seven years to build. The Bible gives a detailed description of the dimensions and layout of the 
temple, similar to the description given for the Tabernacle. The temple took a massive workforce and 
lots of money. King Solomon bartered with Hiram to obtain the items needed to complete the 
temple. The completion of the temple was marked by fourteen days of celebration.  

The temple was known as Solomon’s Temple. It was built to serve as a concrete reminder of God’s 
presence with the people. The special chest was placed in the inner sanctuary of the temple. Every 
church that is built serves as a reminder that God is present among God’s people.  

Young children are concrete thinkers and may think that God only lived in a temple or church. Be sure 
to let the children know that God doesn’t live in any one place. God is everywhere and always with 
us. The temple for the people of Israel is like the church for us. It is a reminder of God’s constant 
presence and constant love. 

God wants us to come into the church for worship and praise. God wants us to remember we are 
people of God, and gather together at the church to love God and each other. God also wants us to 
go into the world, outside of the church, and share God’s love with others. God wants us to live our 
lives in the world faithfully and fully for God. How do you share God’s love with others in your 
everyday life? 
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GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or pp. 16 & 17) at eye level. 

• Play, “Joyful, Joyful” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child. 

• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table. 

• Help each child put a temple attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance Chart.   

SAY: In our Bible story today, King David’s son, Solomon, built a temple where the people could 
worship God. 

TIP: Welcome each child with a special greeting. Make this a greeting ritual each week. 

 

A—Worship Space Sort (Activity Sheets) 
Before class: Punch out the eight “Worship Space Sort” cards (Activity Sheets—p. 23) for each child. 

• Help the children follow the instructions to sort the cards.  

SAY: Our church may have some of the same items that the Israelites had in the temple.  

ASK: Why do you think some items would be the same and some would be different?  

 

B—Stained Glass Window (Art) 
Before class: Draw an outline of an arched window on a piece of black construction paper with white 
chalk for each child. 

• Give each child a piece of the construction paper with the outline. 

• Have the children use colored chalk to fill in their windows. 

• Spray the stained glass windows with hairspray so the chalk will set. 

SAY: King Solomon wanted the temple to be beautiful for God. We want our churches to be beautiful 
for God also. Sometimes our churches have stained glass windows. 

ASK: What else do we do to make our churches beautiful? 

TIP: You may want to provide smocks to protect clothing. 
  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs and Poem). 

• Have the children sing, “Offer Praise” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as they move to the 
next activity. 

TIP: Give the children a five-minute warning before ending activities and transitioning to story time.  

OR 
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EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area. 

ASK: I wonder: 

o Have you ever built something special that took a long time to complete? 

o How did you feel when it was finished? 

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the temple Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28). 

SAY: In today’s Bible story, King Solomon built a beautiful temple so the people could worship God 
together. 

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.  

• Place the temple Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper. 

• Tell the children the stories, “Solomon Builds the Temple” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 152–
154) and “Solomon Dedicates the Temple” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 155–157). 

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure video for Session 11 (Adventure DVD) with the children. 

ASK: Have you ever built something? Why did you build it? 

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “A Temple for God” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 11) to the children. Encourage the children 

to say the phrase in italics as you read the story. 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Display the Unit 3 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 31). 

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 94).  

 

Transition to Respond 
• Encourage the children to sing, “Offer Praise” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as they move 

to the next activity. 
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RESPOND 
A—Worship Hunt (Game) 
Before class: Use a set of “Worship Space Sort” cards (Activity Sheets—p. 25) punched out earlier (or 
more than one set, since each child will need one card). Hide the cards in the room. 

• Have the children sit in a circle. 

SAY: There are Worship Space Sort cards hidden around the room. After you have found one card, 
bring it back to our circle. 

• Help the children find the Worship Space Sort cards 

ASK: Would you like to share what item you have on your card? What do you think it is used for? 
What is your favorite item in our worship area? 

    

 
B—Build a Temple (Movement) 
SAY: It took many people to build the temple. Working together, it still took them seven years! It also 
took lots of materials. Let’s work together to build a temple out of the boxes. 

• Let the children work together to build a temple out of the boxes. 

ASK: Was it hard to work together to build the temple? How did you feel when the temple was all 
done? 

 

Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
Before class: Photocopy “Solomon’s Temple” (Leader Guide—p. 72) for each child. 

SAY: Solomon built the temple so the people would remember that God was with them. Let’s color 
the temple so we can remember that God is always with us. 

• Have each child color “Solomon’s Temple.” 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for always being with us. Amen. 

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs and Poem).  

• Have the children sing, “Can You Listen?” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as you travel to 
your worship area. 

TIP: Give the children a five-minute warning before ending activities and transitioning to story time. 

 
  

OR 
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BLESS 
Gathering 
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board. 

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance as the video 
plays. 

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the temple Bible mural piece you 
cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.  

SAY: King Solomon built a beautiful temple for God because he loved God so much. 

PRAY: God, help us remember you love us wherever we go. Amen. 

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not done already. 

• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.  

• Choose one child to pick a card. 

• Sing the song on that card. 

PRAY: God, I love to come to church and learn about you. Amen. 

TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing. 

 

Blessing 
Before class: Have a small bowl of oil ready. 

• Face each child. Draw a heart on each child’s hand with the oil. 

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you always.   

PRAY: (Child’s name), may you be filled with God’s love. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
ASK: What is one thing about today’s Bible story that you can share with your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 11 home with each child. 
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Solomon’s Temple 
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PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
Paul and Silas in Prison 
Earthquake 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible 
Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
Imagine the Story 
Earthquake Tag 
Loving God,  
Loving Neighbor  
Transition to Bless 

4. Bless 
Gathering  
Praising 
Blessing 
At Home with God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television 
or projector and screen | Offering basket | 
Tape | Construction paper | Scissors | Glue 
 
Gather: Towel | Small blocks 
 
Explore: Cloth 
 
Respond: No additional supplies 
 
Bless: Small bowl of oil 

 
Before You Teach 
Paul was a great evangelist. He spread the word about Jesus to a broad audience and helped 
establish many churches. The Roman government did not like people sharing their faith with others. 
That included Jewish people as well as followers of Jesus. The government enacted laws to stop the 
people from talking about their faith or Jesus. 

Paul and Silas were imprisoned in Rome for sharing about Jesus. They had done many things that 
worried the Roman government, including casting out a demon from a woman. Being sent to prison 
without being able to speak to defend yourself, thrown in stocks, and basically left to die would be 
extremely depressing for most people. Instead of bemoaning the situation they were in, Paul and 
Silas began to pray and sing! Paul and Silas had such a deep faith, they knew God was with them. 

It is important to remember that Paul and Silas did not escape when the earthquake came and 
knocked down the walls. Instead, they stayed in the cell and ended up sharing their love for Jesus 
with the jailer and his family. The Roman government did end up releasing them, and they continued 
their travels.  

Be sensitive to young children who may have a parent or relative incarcerated. Assure the children 
that God loves all people, even those in prison. Explain that Paul and Silas were not singing and 
praising God because they were in jail, but because they believed God was with them in jail. They 
believed that God was with them in good times and bad times. We believe that God is with us in good 
and bad times also. It is OK to praise God in the hard times as well as the good. 

Paul and Silas could see only a part of what God was doing in their situation. They chose to praise 
God anyway, with surprising results. We, too, can choose to praise God in our dark moments. What 
difficulty do you face? Pray that God will help you sing praise in difficult times.  
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GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or pp. 16 & 17) at eye level. 

• Play, “Joyful, Joyful” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child. 

• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table. 

• Help each child put the musical notes attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance 
Chart.   

SAY: Today we will hear a Bible story about Paul and Silas. They traveled to different places to share 
about Jesus. When they were in Rome, they were put in jail for sharing their love for Jesus. 

TIP: Welcome each child with a special greeting. Make this a greeting ritual each week. 

 

A—Paul and Silas in Prison (Activity Sheets) 
Before class: Punch out the three items on “Paul and Silas in Prison” (Activity Sheets—p. 25) for each 
child. 

• Help the children follow the instructions to complete the picture.  

SAY: Paul and Silas were put in prison because they shared stories about Jesus. Paul and Silas may 
have been afraid, but they knew God was with them, so they sang praises to God. 

ASK: What do you do when you are scared? 

 

B—Earthquake (Building) 
Before class: Lay out a towel on the floor. 

• Have the children build a jail on the towel with blocks. 

SAY: Paul and Silas were in jail, but they were not sad. They began to sing and praise God. 

• Have the children sing, “Offer Praise” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem). While they are 
singing, ask two children to each take an opposite end of the towel and jiggle it until the blocks fall 
down.  

ASK: Do you think Paul and Silas were surprised when the earthquake knocked the jail down? 

  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs and Poem). 

• Have the children sing, “Offer Praise” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as they move to the 
next activity. 

TIP: Give the children a five-minute warning before ending activities and transitioning to story time.  

OR 
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EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area. 

ASK: I wonder: 

o When have you been afraid? 

o What makes you feel better when you are afraid? 

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the musical notes Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28). 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about Paul and Silas praising God by singing while they were in jail. 

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.  

• Place the musical notes Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper. 

• Tell the children the story, “Paul and Silas” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—pp. 492–495).  

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure video for Session 12 (Adventure DVD) with the children. 

ASK: What songs do you like to sing? 

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “Singing for God” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 12) to the children. Encourage the children to 

make the motions as you read the story. 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Display the Unit 3 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 31). 

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 94).   

 

Transition to Respond 
• Encourage the children to sing, “Offer Praise” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as they move 

to the next activity. 
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RESPOND 
A—Imagine the Story (Interactive) 
Before class: Photocopy “Assembly Instructions” (Class Kit—p. 26) first to keep the directions intact for 
assembling the house/prison. Then cut out and assemble “Paul and Silas Story Figures” and “Jail and 
Jailer’s House” (Class Kit—pp. 23 & 25).  

• Give the children time to play with the figures and tell the story in their own words. 

SAY: Paul and Silas were put in jail because they shared stories about Jesus. The jailer wanted Paul 
and Silas to share those stories with his family, so he took them to his home. Paul and Silas shared 
Jesus with the jailer’s family, and they all became followers of Jesus.  

• Have the children share one thing they know about Jesus. 

ASK: How do you think Paul and Silas felt to share Jesus with the jailer and his family? 
    

 

B—Earthquake Tag (Game) 
• Choose a child to be the jailer. The other children will choose to be either Paul or Silas.  

• Have the children run across the room trying to avoid the jailer’s tag.  

• The child who is tagged becomes the jailer. Play until all children have had a chance to be the jailer. 

SAY: Paul and Silas did not escape when the earthquake freed them.  

ASK: Why do you think Paul and Silas didn’t run away when they had the chance? 

 

Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
Before class: Photocopy “My Song” (Leader Guide—p. 78) for each child.   

SAY: Paul and Silas praised God even when they were in prison. They knew God was with them, so 
they sang songs of praise to God.  

• Have each child place the eight musical note Stickers (Bible Story Sheets) on the page to create his 
or her own song.  

SAY: God took care of Paul and Silas. God takes care of us. 

ASK: How do you pray when you are scared? 

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs and Poem).  

• Have the children sing, “Can You Listen?” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as you travel to 
your worship area. 

  

OR 
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BLESS 
Gathering 
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board. 

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance as the video 
plays. 

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the musical notes Bible mural 
piece you cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.  

SAY: Paul and Silas had faith in God. They believed God would take care of them in prison. 

PRAY: God, help me remember you are with me when I am scared. Amen. 

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not done previously. 

• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.  

• Choose one child to pick a card. 

• Sing the song on that card. 

PRAY: God, I love to lift your name in praise. Amen. 

TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing. 

 

Blessing 
Before class: Have a small bowl of oil ready. 

• Face each child. Draw a heart on each child’s hand with the oil. 

SAY: (Child’s name), may you share your faith in God.   

PRAY: Thank you, God, for helping (child’s name) share their faith with others. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
ASK: What is one thing about today’s Bible story that you can share with your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 12 home with each child. 
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My Song 
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PLAN 
Session Outline 
1. Gather 
Greeting  
Psalm 100:1-5 
God Loves Us 
Transition to Explore 

2. Explore 
Sacred Conversations 
Hear and See the Bible 
Story 
Interact with the Bible Story 
Say the Bible Verse 
Transition to Respond 

 
3. Respond 
Give Thanks 
God Made Us 
Loving God,  
Loving Neighbor  
Transition to Bless 

4. Bless 
Gathering  
Praising 
Blessings 
At Home with God 

Supplies 
Basic Supplies: DVD player | Television 
or projector and screen | Offering basket | 
Crayons | Markers | Tape | Construction 
paper | Small paper plates | Card stock | 
Glue | Scissors | Yarn 
 
Gather: Colored streamers or ribbon | Bin 
 
Explore: Cloth 
 
Respond: Googly eyes  
 
Bless: Small bowl of oil 

 
Before You Teach 
The Book of Psalms is a collection of sacred songs or hymns. People of God have sung songs to God in 
worship since biblical times. Psalm 100 is one of the best-known psalms in the Bible. The psalm starts 
with our Bible verse for this month, “Shout triumphantly to the LORD, all the earth!” 

The word worship means to show reverence and adoration for. When we worship God, we offer our 
thanksgiving, our love, our adoration, and our praise to God. Worship also allows us to take time from 
our hectic schedules to center on God and God’s great love. Worship does not have to be done in a 
church setting. You can take time wherever you are to worship God. When we worship, we use our 
hearts, minds, and, yes, we can use our bodies too! Think of liturgical dance. 

Explain to the children what the Psalms are and where they can be found in the Bible. Let them know 
that the Psalms were a way for biblical people to express their emotions of sadness, fear, and anger, 
as well as joy and praise. Let them know that worship can be loud and noisy or quiet and peaceful. 
There are many ways to worship God. 

Throughout the class time, point out to the children acts of worship, such as giving an offering, being 
present by marking your attendance, singing, praying, and being thankful. 

Think of the many ways you have worshipped in the past. Was there a worship experience where you 
felt closest to God? Take time each day this week to spend time in worship. It can be singing praise to 
God or silently praying. God loves our adoration whenever and wherever we give it.  
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GATHER 
Greeting 
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15 & 18 or pp. 16 & 17) at eye level. 

• Play, “Joyful, Joyful” (Adventure DVD), as you welcome each child. 

• Show the children where to place their offerings on the worship table. 

• Help each child put a child singing attendance Sticker (Bible Story Sheets) on the Attendance Chart.   

SAY: Today we will hear about the Book of Psalms. The Book of Psalms can be found in the Bible and 
is a collection of sacred songs or hymns.  

TIP: Welcome each child with a special greeting. 

 

A—Psalm 100:1-5 (Activity Sheets) 
Before class: Punch out the “Psalm 100:1-5” frame (Activity Sheets—p. 27) for each child. 

• Help the children follow the instructions to complete the picture.  

SAY: There are many kinds of psalms in the Bible. Some are to express sadness or anger. Psalm 100 is 
a psalm of joy and happiness.  

ASK: Can you think of a song that makes you happy? 

 

B—God Loves Us (Sensory) 
Before class: Photocopy “Hearts of Love” (Leader Guide—p. 84) on card stock. Photocopy enough 
hearts for each child to have at least two. Fill a bin with colored streamers or ribbon and the small 
photocopied hearts.  

• Have each child find two hearts. When they have found the hearts, ask the children to color them. 

• After everyone has found two hearts, have the children choose two streamers or ribbons and glue 
one heart on each streamer. 

SAY: Psalm 100 says that God is good and that God loves us forever. The hearts remind us that God 
loves us and we can praise God’s love in worship. 

ASK: What is your favorite way to praise God? 

  

Transition to Explore 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs and Poem). 

• Have the children sing, “Offer Praise” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), and wave their heart 
streamers as they move to the next activity.  

OR 
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EXPLORE 
Sacred Conversations 
• Have the children sit down in your story area. 

ASK: I wonder: 

o What do you think the word worship means? 

o What makes you happy when you come to church? 

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the child singing Bible mural piece (Class Kit—p. 28). 

SAY: Today we will learn about Psalm 100. Psalm 100 tells us we should worship God with joy and 
sing happy songs. When we sing praises to God, we are showing how much we love and care for God. 

• Place a piece of cloth or a piece of colored construction paper in the middle of the story area.  

• Place the child singing Bible mural piece on the cloth or paper. 

• Tell the children the story, “Joy” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—p. 186).  

• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure video for Session 13 and the Unit 3 Bible Trivia Challenge 
(Adventure DVD) with the children. 

ASK: How do you praise the Lord? 

 

Interact with the Bible Story 
• Read “A Call to Worship” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 13) to the children. Encourage the children 

to perform the motions as you read the story. 

 

Say the Bible Verse 
Before class: Display the Unit 3 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 31). 

• Hold up the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children. 

• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse 
(Leader Guide—p. 94).   

 

Transition to Respond 
• Encourage the children to sing, “Offer Praise” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as they move 

to the next activity. 
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RESPOND 
A—Give Thanks (Game) 
Before class: Punch out “Add Your Voice” (Activity Sheets—p. 29) for each child.  

• Have the children sit in a circle on the floor. Have each child say her or his name and something or 
someone she or he is thankful for. 

SAY: Psalm 100 says, “Enter his gates with thanks; enter his courtyards with praise!” We just thanked 
God. Now, let’s give praise to God. 

• Give each child an “Add Your Voice” page (Activity Sheets—p. 29). Have the children follow the 
instructions on the page. Encourage them to sing as they draw. 

ASK: How would you give God praise? 
 

 

B—God Made Us (Art)   
• Give each child a small paper plate. Have each child draw a face on the plate. Have each child glue 

yarn on for hair and glue on googly eyes. 

SAY: The psalm says that God made us, and we belong to God. We are happy that God made us and 
we belong to God, so we worship God with love and joy! 

ASK: Are there other people you are happy God made? Say their names and we will say, “Worship 
God with joy!” 

 

Loving God, Loving Neighbor 
Before class: Photocopy the Deep Blue Kids coloring sheet (Leader Guide—p. 96) for each child. 

• Play, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Sing along and dance. 

• Give each child a copy of the Deep Blue Kids coloring sheet.  

SAY: Today is a happy day and a sad day. We are sad because this is the last day we will visit with the 
friends at Deep Blue Shores. Our Deep Blue friends will still be in our Bible Storybook and on videos 
we have, but we won’t go on any new adventures with them. We celebrate today that we have 
learned so much about the Bible from our friends.  

• Have the children color the picture of the Deep Blue Kids and share something they remember 
from a story or a video of the kids. 

 

Transition to Bless 
• Have the children stop their activities and clean up. Sing, “The Cleanup Song” (Bible Story Sheets—

Songs and Poem).  

• Have the children sing, “Can You Listen?” (Bible Story Sheets—Songs and Poem), as you travel to 
your worship area.   

OR 
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BLESS 
Gathering 
Before class: Post “Bible Mural” (Class Kit—pp. 12 & 21) on a wall or bulletin board. 

• Play the theme song, “All Are Welcome” (Adventure DVD). Have the children dance with the heart 
streamers made earlier as the video plays. 

• Gather the children around the Bible Mural. Invite a child to tape the child singing Bible mural piece 
you cut out earlier (Class Kit—p. 28) to the Bible Mural.  

SAY: Worship the Lord with joy, and sing happy, happy songs! 

PRAY: God, help us to always worship you with joy. Amen. 

 

Praising 
Before class: Cut out “Song Cards” (Class Kit—p. 29), if not done previously.  

• Show the children the Song Cards, and name each song.  

• Choose one child to pick a card. 

• Sing the song on that card. 

PRAY: God, we praise you with happy, happy songs. Amen. 

TIP: If time permits, let the children choose more songs to sing. 

 

Blessing 
Before class: Have a small bowl of oil ready. 

• Face each child. Draw a heart on each child’s hand with the oil. 

SAY: (Child’s name), God made you; you belong to God.  

PRAY: Thank you, God, for giving us (child’s name). Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
ASK: What is one thing about today’s Bible story that you can share with your family? 

• Send Bible Story Sheets—Session 13 home with your child. 
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Hearts of Love 
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All Are Welcome  
  

All are welcome. All will be welcome, 

no matter who you are. 

All are welcome. All will be welcome. 

What could be better? 

All are welcome. All who are welcome, 

we’re like the brightest star. 

All are welcome. All who are welcome, 

we shine together. 

We shine together, everyone. 

 

You be you. I’ll be me. 

We’ll be a community 

of different voices and hopeful choices. 

One in heart, one in mind. 

True believers, every kind. 

With God to guide us, 

the flame’s inside us. 

 

All are welcome. All will be welcome, 

no matter who you are. 

All are welcome. All will be welcome. 

What could be better? 

All are welcome. All who are welcome, 

we’re like the brightest star. 

All are welcome. All who are welcome, 

we shine together. 

We shine together, everyone. 

 

 

 

 

You be you. I’ll be me. 

Even if we disagree, 

we still belong here. God makes us strong here. 

We believe devotedly, 

with a faith for all to see. 

We are united— 

that’s where God’s light is. 

 

All are welcome. You are welcome. 

All are welcome. You are welcome. 

Better together.  

You are welcome, welcome, welcome. 

We shine together. You are welcome, welcome, 
welcome. 

 

Oh! All are welcome. All will be welcome, 

no matter who you are. 

All are welcome. All will be welcome. 

What could be better? 

All are welcome. All who are welcome, 

just like the brightest star. 

All are welcome. All who are welcome, 

we shine together. 

We shine together. 

We are together. 

We shine together, everyone. 
 

Words: Dennis Scott 
© 2018 Act IV Music
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The Greatest of These Is Love 
  

Love is patient; love is kind— 

not with envy, never with pride. 

Love’s forgiving, a meeting of minds, 

and forever grateful. 

 

Love never ends, faithful and pure. 

Love believes in all things; love will endure. 

 

Faith, hope, and love abide. 

You can feel it deep inside. 

Faith, hope, and love abide. 

But the greatest of these, 

the greatest of these is love, is love. 

 

Words were written so long ago. 

They lift us up and help us to know— 

doing good, rejoicing in truth, and never hateful. 

I could be wise or powerful, 

but I know without love, 

I have nothing at all. 

 

Faith, hope, and love abide. 

You can feel it deep inside. 

Faith, hope, and love abide. 

But the greatest of these, 

the greatest of these is love, is love. 

 

 

 

 

I could be strong, 

move mountains tall. 

But I know without love inside, 

I’d have nothing at all. 

 

Faith, hope, and love abide. 

You can feel it deep inside. 

Faith, hope, and love abide. 

But the greatest of these, 

the greatest of these is love. 

 

Faith, hope, and love abide. 

You can feel it deep inside. 

Faith, hope, and love abide. 

But the greatest of these, 

the greatest of these is love. 

 

Words: Dennis Scott 
© 2018 Act IV Music 
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Everyone Changes 
  

Everyone changes; no one stands still. 

Time rearranges; I guess it always will. 

Life is a journey—you may not know where. 

Yes, everyone changes, 

but God is always there. 

 

Changing into what you’re gonna be, 

ever-changing, just wait and see. 

Change is not an easy thing to do, 

but God will see you through. 

 

Change is part of the community. 

Changing hearts inside of you and me. 

Changing minds are gonna love and care, 

and God is always there. 

 

Change. 

 

Everything changes, forever through time, 

always evolving and reaching out to shine. 

Everything changes, that’s just how it goes. 

Everything changes and God only knows. 

 

Changing into what you’re gonna be, 

ever-changing, just wait and see. 

Change is not an easy thing to do, 

but God will see you through. 

 

 

 

 

Change is part of the community. 

Changing hearts inside of you and me. 

Changing minds are gonna love and care, 

and God is always there. 

 

Changing. 

Changing. 

 

Everyone changes; no one stands still. 

Time rearranges; I guess it always will. 

Life is a journey—you may not know where. 

Yes, everyone changes, 

but God is always there. 

 

 

Words: Dennis Scott 
© 2018 Act IV Music 
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Joyful, Joyful 
 

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, 

God of glory, Lord of love; 

hearts unfold like flowers before thee, 

opening to the sun above. 

 

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, 

God of glory, Lord of love;  

hearts unfold like flowers before thee, 

opening to the sun above. 

 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;  

drive the dark of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, 

fill us with the light of day! 

 

All thy works with joy surround thee: 

earth and heaven reflect thy rays, 

stars and angels sing around thee, 

center of unbroken praise. 

 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

flowery meadow, flashing sea, 

chanting bird, and flowing fountain 

call us to rejoice in thee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’ve got the joy, I’ve got the joy, I’ve got the joy, 

I’ve got the joy, I’ve got the joy, I’ve got the joy, 

I’ve got the joy, I’ve got the joy, I’ve got the joy, 
joy inside of me. 

I’ve got the joy, I’ve got the joy, I’ve got the joy, 
joy inside of me. 

 

Mortals, join the mighty chorus 

which the morning stars began. 

Love divine is reigning o’er us, 

binding all within its span.  

 

Ever singing, march we onward, 

victors in the midst of strife; 

joyful music leads us sunward 

in the triumph song of life.  

 

Joy, joy, joy, joy inside of me! 

Joy, joy, joy, joy inside of me! 

 

 

WORDS: Henry van Dyke, 1907, st. 3, 
alt. 1989 
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1 Corinthians 13:13 
Now faith, hope, and love remain—these three things— 
and the greatest of these is love. 
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Joshua 1:9 
The LORD your God is with you wherever you go. 



UNIT 3 BIBLE VERSE 

Preschool Permission is granted to duplicate this page for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury  Leader Guide 
Summer 2020 – 94 – deepbluekids.com 

Psalm 100:1 
Shout triumphantly to the LORD, all the earth!  
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Cards of Love 
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Deep Blue Kids 
• Color the picture. 
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FALL 2019 WINTER 2019 –20 SPRING 2020 SUMMER 2020
UNIT 1: Communities  

Welcome
UNIT 1: Church Communities 

Celebrate Jesus
UNIT 1: Observing Lent in 

Community
UNIT 1: Communities 

Live Together

We Are One  
1 Corinthians 12:12-31

Mary’s Story  
Luke 1:26-38

Jesus Teaches  
Matthew 5:1-9

Communities Living Together  
Matthew 7:12

Communities Accept  
John 4:1-42

Joseph’s Story  
Matthew 1:18-24 

Mary Anoints Jesus  
John 12:1-8

Communities Need Foundations  
Matthew 7:24-27

Welcoming Others 
Mark 10:46-52 

Jesus Is Coming  
Luke 2:1-5 

Jesus Washes Feet  
John 13:1-17

Who Is Our Community?  
Luke 10:25-37

Communities Forgive  
Luke 19:1-10 

Jesus Is Born  
Luke 2:5-7 

Jesus Breaks the Bread  
Mark 14:12-26

Communities Love  
1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Children Contribute  
John 6:1-15 

Shepherds’ Story  
Luke 2:8-20 

Jesus Prays  
Matthew 26:36-46

UNIT 2: Community 
Foundations

UNIT 2: Jesus Leads the 
Community

UNIT 2: Celebrating 
Resurrection in Community

UNIT 2: Communities 
Change and Grow

Call to Freedom  
Exodus 2:11–3:22; 5:2–13:9 

Jesus Is Baptized  
Mark 1:9-11

Palm Sunday  
Mark 11:1-11

Communities Are Faithful  
Joshua 1:1-9

The Exodus  
Exodus 13:17–14:31; 15:1-21 

Jesus Brings Good News 
Luke 4:14-30

Easter  
Luke 24:1-12

Communities Remember  
Joshua 3:1-17; 4:1-24 

Community in the Wilderness  
Exodus 15:22–17:7 

Jesus Calls Levi  
Luke 5:27-32

Emmaus  
Luke 24:13-35

Communities Transition  
1 Samuel 7:15–8:22; 10:17-24

Ten Commandments  
Exodus 19:1–20:21 

Jesus Sends the Disciples  
Mark 6:7-13

Thomas Believes  
John 20:24-31

Communities Grow  
Luke 13:18-21

UNIT 3: Stories That Shape 
Our Faith Community

UNIT 3: Leaders of the 
Community

UNIT 3: First Christian 
Communities

UNIT 3: Communities 
Worship

Adam and Eve  
Genesis 2:10–3:24

Deborah  
Judges 4:4-16

Peter and John  
Acts 4:1-22

A Tent for God  
Exodus 25:1–31:15; 35:4–40:38

Noah and the Flood  
Genesis 6:13–9:17 

David  
1 Samuel 16:1-23

Peter in Prison  
Acts 12:1-17

Dancing for God  
2 Samuel 6:1-19

Daniel and the Lions   
Daniel 6:1-28 

The Servant Girl 
2 Kings 5:1-19 

Paul Is Changed  
Acts 9:1-19 

A Temple for God  
1 Kings 6:1-38; 8:1-66

Jonah and the Fish  
Book of Jonah 

Josiah  
2 Kings 22:1–23:23

Paul Escapes  
Acts 9:20-25

Singing for God  
Acts 16:16-40

Pentecost  
Acts 2:1-41

A Call to Worship  
Psalm 100:1-5
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Call a Resource Consultant

Honor the spiritual life of children—
their natural sense of awe, wonder, 
imagination, and curiosity—and help 
shape their growing faith with  
Celebrate Wonder. 

With this new quarterly curriculum, 
leaders will guide children through 
engaging experiences, spiritual practices, 
and opportunities for reflection, giving 
them a safe space to ask big questions 
and helping them claim their spiritual 
identity as children of God. 

Kids will connect with their Creator and 
invite God’s presence into their daily 
lives as they learn to express their faith 
through everyday interactions with the 
world around them, by how they treat 
others and care for all of God’s creation.

Celebrate the wonder of God with this 
brand-new resource—coming fall 2020! 

Find out more at Cokesburykids.com.

For information concerning permission to For information concerning permission to For information concerning permission to 

9781501886713_CVR_Covers1to4.indd   2-3 1/14/20   7:28 AM



www.cokesbury.com

Quarterly
• Leader Guide
• Activity Sheets
• Class Pack
• Family Activity Book
• DVD

Annual
• Annual Music CD
Age Groupings
• Ages 3–5
• Ages 6–8
• Age 9+

With this new quarterly curriculum, leaders will guide 
children through engaging experiences, spiritual 
practices, and opportunities for refl ection, giving them 
a safe space to ask big questions and helping them 
claim their spiritual identity as children of God. Kids will 
connect with their Creator and invite God’s presence into 
their daily lives as they learn to express their faith through 
everyday interactions with the world around them, by 
how they treat others and care for all of God’s creation.

Honor the spiritual life of children—
their natural sense of awe, wonder, imagination, and curiosity—

and help shape their growing faith with Celebrate Wonder.

Celebrate Wonder Components

Quarterly Leader Guides and Student Activity Sheets

Celebrate Wonder 
Bible Storybook 

for classroom 
and families

CELEBRATE WONDER

New Resource!
Quarterly Family Activity Books

Quarterly 
DVDs

Annual Music CD

PENTECOST

SPIRITUAL PRACTICE
The Holy Spirit is one way we 
can feel God’s love. The Holy 
spirit is like your breath. You 
can feel it but you cannot see 
it. The Holy Spirit is one way 
we can feel God’s love. Hold 
your hand up and blow on it. 

Feel the warmth and the air 
on your skin. Anytime you 
need to remember God is with 
you, you can do this practice. 
The Holy Spirit is always 
present and wraps each of you 
in warmth and love.

ACTS 2:1-41

FAITH WORD
` Spirit

We use the word “spirit” to 
describe God’s presence, 
that guides, comforts, and 
strengthens us. Sometimes  
we call it the Holy Spirit.

It was Pentecost, and the followers of 
Jesus were all together. Suddenly, a 
sound like wind filled the room. The 
disciples looked around and saw little 
flames of fire on each of them. It was the 
Holy Spirit—God’s Spirit that would be 
with them always. They were surprised. 

People outside the house heard the 
noise. “What is happening?” the people 
wondered. Peter told them: “God has 
sent the Holy Spirit to us. 

The people listened to Peter. Peter told 
the people about God’s love shown 
through Jesus.

WONDER: 
How do you think the Holy Spirit  
might visit you today?

PENTECOST

SPIRITUAL PRACTICE
The Holy Spirit is one way we 
can feel God’s love. The Holy 
spirit is like your breath. You 
can feel it but you cannot see 
it. The Holy Spirit is one way 
we can feel God’s love. Hold 
your hand up and blow on it. 

Feel the warmth and the air 
on your skin. Anytime you 
need to remember God is with 
you, you can do this practice. 
The Holy Spirit is always 
present and wraps each of you 
in warmth and love.

ACTS 2:1-41

FAITH WORD

Spirit`Spirit`

We use the word “spirit” to 
describe God’s presence, 
that guides, comforts, and 
strengthens us. Sometimes 
we call it the Holy Spirit.

It was Pentecost, and the followers of 
Jesus were all together. Suddenly, a 
sound like wind filled the room. The 
disciples looked around and saw little 
flames of fire on each of them. It was the 
Holy Spirit—God’s Spirit that would be 
with them always. They were surprised. 

People outside the house heard the 
noise. “What is happening?” the people 
wondered. Peter told them: “God has 
sent the Holy Spirit to us. 

The people listened to Peter. Peter told 
the people about God’s love shown 
through Jesus.

WONDER:
How do you think the Holy Spirit 
might visit you today?
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