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Welcome to the D6 EveryDay Curriculum

Explorers Teaching Guide!
Explorers Teaching Guide is a leader’s guide for those who teach third-fifth grade. This teaching 
guide will help your students know God through the study of His Word and learn to apply and 
live those truths. Explorers is part of the D6 family of Sunday School/Bible study curriculum for all 
ages. D6 is a reference to the Scriptural teaching that says parents are to be the primary spiritual 
leaders for the children (Deuteronomy 6:5-9). D6 EveryDay curriculum provides a three-year study 
of the story of the Bible, helping lead the entire family to interact around the same biblical theme* 
each week.

*Preschool lessons are connected to one of the elementary—adult themes when possible.

Explorers Teaching Guide and its companion publications—Explorers Teaching Essentials and 
Explorer’s Guide (student magazine)—are the arm of D6 EveryDay curriculum for third-fifth graders. 

Included in the Teaching Guide

Variety—Every quarter includes lessons from both the Old and New Testaments. There will 
occasionally be topical lessons that reinforce and enhance the Old or New Testament lessons. 
Icons indicate how the lessons may be customized for a large group or small group setting.

Preparation Checklist—This provides a list of what is needed for the different parts of 
the lesson whether it is a Teaching Essential or additional items needed for the lesson.

Lesson Objective—It’s hard to know if your lesson is successful if you’re not sure what 
you’re trying to accomplish. That’s why every lesson includes an objective that identifies what you 
want learners to take away from the lesson.

Application Verse—D6 Curriculum has always emphasized a verse from God’s Word 
to learn. The verses correlate with the topics and provide an intentional focus for students to apply 
the verse to their lives and not just memorize the words (James 1:22).

Family Theme—This provides the theme that ages kindergarten-adult will be studying. The 
lessons are written and designed to be age-appropriate, yet still focus on the same theme to en-
courage family conversations about God’s Word.

Zoom In—Lessons include brief notes to help the teacher and the student develop a biblical 
worldview by thinking biblically and seeing the world through the lens of Scripture.

D6 Digital—D6 EveryDay curriculum is available in a digital format. You can access the 
lessons and essentials from your laptop, tablet, or smartphone. Go to randallhouse.com or call 
800.877.7030 for more information.
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D6 EveryDay curriculum is built around five important steps to help stu-
dents learn and participate in every lesson. These five steps are:

Get Started—This opening activity helps capture the learners’ attention to help them transi-

tion to class time and get started to learn from God’s Word. Two options are provided so teachers 

can choose the activity that best fits their students and their classroom setting.

Study the Word—What does the Bible say? This section answers this question by digging 

into the biblical text and explaining it in ways students can understand. 

Dig Deeper—This section of the lesson provides additional teaching and reinforcement of 

biblical truths presented in the lesson. 

Apply It—This section encourages learners to see how the biblical truths they have just learned, 

as well as the application verse for the lesson, applies to their lives in personal ways.

Live It—The final section in each lesson encourages and challenges students to use what they 

have learned in the lesson and live it out in their every day lives.

Additional Features
Bible Basics—These brief notes help teachers, parents, and students develop deep-

er biblical literacy by discussing and memorizing important facts and truths every believer 

should know.

How It Fits—This helps the teacher and the student understand how the entire Bible 

fits together by showing how each lesson fits in the big picture of God’s plan.

Take Note: These are additional tips and information you will find helpful when pre-

paring and teaching the lesson.



Explorer’s Guide
Explorer’s Guide is the devotional magazine for students in third-fifth grade. It 
is a tool designed to help the student establish the habit of spending daily time 
with God in His Word. This magazine features 13 weeks of daily Bible studies, 
which help reinforce the themes of the lessons students learned at church. It 
also includes crafts or recipes, age-appropriate jokes to share with friends and 
family members, short stories, and articles to help them grow as Christ followers. 
Every student in your class needs his or her own copy of Explorer’s Guide to 
read and study throughout the quarter.

Devotional magazines are available for everyone in your family. To order visit www.D6family.com.

All of the Explorers products can be ordered online at D6curriculum.com, or you can order them by 
calling 1-800-877-7030.
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Explorers Components
Explorers Teaching Resources
Explorers Teaching Resources provide the tools needed to most effectively teach third-fifth grade. 
Each kit includes one Explorers Teaching Guide, Explorers Teaching Essentials (includes teaching 
pictures and posters, reproducible sheets, application verse posters, and Field Notes), and one copy 
of Explorer’s Guide. Field Notes are a weekly link between the class and home. These reproducible 
sheets are designed to reinforce weekly lessons and themes through the use of age-appropriate 
activities that are used in both settings. One side provides a worksheet activity to be used in the 
classroom. The other side provides tools to be used at home. A code for a digital copy of the Teach-
ing Guide is also included with the Teaching Essentials.

Explorers Teaching Guide

Explorers Teaching Essentials

Explorer’s Guide
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Talking With Children 
About Spiritual Matters

One of your most important roles as a church leader to elementary students will be to encourage and 
guide them in their spiritual journey. God has given parents the most important and influential role 
when it comes to influencing a child’s path to salvation, and leaders at church have the responsibility 
to support and encourage this process. 

Ideally, parents will be the ones to help their kids navigate a decision to follow Christ, but children’s 
ministry leaders should be prepared and ready when needed. Kids will have questions about faith 
at random times, so it’s important for everyone on your team to be trained about leading them 
to Christ and answering questions they may have. Sometimes kids respond to an invitation for 
salvation, but when you talk with them you can tell what they really need is assurance of salvation, 
help understanding how to fight temptations, or some other aspect of navigating their walk with 
Christ. See #4 below for help with those situations.

There are many methods that are effective, but the following provides general guidelines and 
principles with regard to leading a child to Christ.

Whenever a child responds, it’s important to discern the reasons for the response and the readiness 
of the child. 

 •  Ask the child why he responded today (came forward, raised his hand, went to the back of 
the room, etc.).  Don’t make the assumption the child is responding to a need for salvation. 
Sometimes kids just want to tell you about an injury or a pet that is sick. Be careful not to ask 
leading questions like, “Did you come to become a Christian?” Ask questions that allow the 
child to word his reason for responding.

 •  If the child provides enough feedback to show readiness for this important step of faith, proceed 
with the next steps. If you do not feel the child fully understands, listen to why she came and 
pray with her about her need, but do not proceed. Walking a child through that decision before 
she is ready can lead to much confusion and provide a false sense of security in salvation.

Here are some guidelines for talking with children about salvation:

1. We have a problem—we all sin and there’s a penalty for sin. 

 •  What is sin? Sin is anything we think, say, or do that goes against God’s Word. Sin breaks 
our relationship with God.

 •  Have you ever sinned? Encourage the child to recognize he has sinned and use the Bible to 
show that all have sinned (Romans 3:23).

 •  Do you know what punishment is? Encourage response. The Bible teaches us the 
punishment for sin means that at some point everyone will die and be separated 
from God. It’s a punishment earned because of sin (Romans 6:23).
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2.  God has a solution to the problem—Jesus took the punishment for sin and made a way 
to fix our relationship with God. 

 •  God loved us so much that He sent His Son to die on the cross to pay the price for 
our sins (Romans 5:8).

 •  God offers the free gift of salvation and all who choose that gift can live with Him 
forever (Romans 6:23b).

 • God wants to be our friend and guide us every day!

3.  You have a choice to make—Will you receive the free gift being offered to you?

 •  Nobody can make this choice for you. It’s a personal decision to follow Jesus (Romans 
10:9, John 3:16).

 •  Discuss with the child what these verses mean and ask if she believes these things and wants 
to receive the gift of salvation. Pray with her, but encourage her to use her own words to tell 
God what she is feeling and wants to do. 

Children are literal thinkers, so using phrases like, “ask Jesus into your heart,” or “give your heart to 
Jesus” can be confusing to them. Be simple and clear when choosing your words. 

4.  The choice to become a Christian is just the beginning of an exciting journey with 
the Lord. He is ready to help His children grow and learn every day. Use these five-word 
promises from God’s Word to encourage kids along their journey. Encourage them to use the 
fingers on one hand to be reminded of these truths.

 •  God will always forgive me (1 John 1:9). 
   Children need to be reminded that becoming a Christian doesn’t mean they will never sin 

again. Some kids think they need to become a Christian all over again every time they sin. 
 • God will never leave me (Hebrews 13:5b).
   Sometimes kids just need assurance of salvation and a reminder that God is with them even 

when they cannot physically see Him.
 • The Lord is my helper (Hebrews 13:6).
   It’s not easy to fight sin nature and follow Christ. Children often get discouraged if they feel 

alone. 
 • I can talk to God (Philippians 4:6, 1 Peter 5:7).
   Children need to be reminded that God cares about everything they are going through and 

they can talk to Him about anything.
 • The Bible is God’s Word (Hebrews 4:12, 2 Timothy 3:16).
   Children need to know the Bible is not just a book about God or His teachings. It is actually 

God’s Word to us and very useful for learning to follow Him every day.



We Are Called 
to Be Holy

March 5, 2023 Lesson 1 Text: 1 Peter 1:3-25

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

Peter likely wrote this first letter to Chris-
tians scattered throughout Asia Minor 
around AD 62-63.

Lesson Objective:
Holiness is thinking and living the right way ac-
cording to God’s standards. Pray and ask God 
to help you aim for holiness in your everyday life.

Application Verse:
1 Peter 1:16

Family Theme:
Called to Holiness

Bible Basics:
Why did Jesus die on the cross? Jesus died on the cross so people may have their 
sins forgiven and be cleansed (1 Peter 1:18-19). In His death, Jesus took our place 
under the wrath of God. He was punished for our sins (Isaiah 53:5-6).

P
r

ep
a

r
P

r
ep

a
r

a
ti

o
n

a
ti

o
n

Ch
ec

k
l

is
t:

Ch
ec

k
l

is
t:

7

GET STARTED
Option 1

q A small clear container

q Oil

q Water

q Food coloring

Option 2

q Camera or smartphone

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 1-1

q TE 1-2

q Field Notes 1

q Scissors

q Pencils

DIG DEEPER
q TE 1-3

q TE 1-4

q Whiteboard and marker

APPLY IT
q TE 1-5

q Old sheet

q Paper

q Permanent marker

q Markers

LIVE IT
q TE 1-6

q TE 1-7a

q Field Notes 1

q Scissors



GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

Before class, place equal parts of oil and water in 
the container 
and close the 
lid tightly (there 

is no need to fill it; just an inch or two is 
sufficient). Display the container so all 
the students can see the two different 
ingredients in the bottle. Point to the top 
ingredient. The top part of the liquid 
is vegetable oil. Point to the bottom 
ingredient. This part is water. What do 
you think will happen if I shake the 
bottle? Encourage response. Shake the 
bottle to mix the ingredients and then place it on a table. The ingredients 
will separate. Maybe I didn’t shake the bottle hard enough. Shake it 
again or let a student shake it vigorously. Set the bottle on the table and 
count out loud to see how long it takes for the two ingredients to separate. 
Do any of you know why the two items keep separating? Encourage 
response. Oil and water do not mix. No matter how hard you shake 
the container, they will always separate. Today we are going to learn 
about holiness through a letter written by one of Jesus’ disciples, 
Peter. Sin and holiness cannot be together. God is holy and He 
cannot be with sin. Listen carefully as we learn more about holiness 
and how we are called to live a life of holiness.

Play a variation of Follow the Leader by holding a 
funniest face 
contest. Choose 
a student to 

come to the front of the room to make his 
or her funniest face. The other students 
will follow the leader to see who can 
make a face that looks most like the 
leader’s face. Take pictures and be sure 
to praise the students for their funny face making abilities.

What did you have to do to follow the leader’s example? Encourage 
response. You had to watch him or her and do what he or she did. 
Jesus is our best example. Today we are going to learn about one of 
Jesus’ disciples, Peter. He followed Jesus and we can learn from his 
example how we are called to holiness.

8

Option 1
Items Needed:
•  A small clear container 

(with a tight lid)
• Oil
• Water
•  Food coloring 

(optional)

Items Needed:
•  Camera or smart-

phone (optional)

Option 2
Take Note:

Go to www.D6family.com to find 
additional resources for this age 
group.



STUDY THE WORD LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 1 so each student will have one. Also, cut 
apart the verses from TE 1-2. Distribute 
the verses from TE 1-2 to different 
students and have them find and mark 
the verses in their Bibles. Display TE 1-1. 
Simon Peter became a disciple who 
followed Jesus and learned so much 
from Him. After Jesus died, rose from 
the grave, and returned to Heaven, 
Peter continued telling others the 
good news about Jesus. He wrote 
two letters (1 and 2 Peter) which are in the New Testament in the 
Bible. Today we are going to begin studying the first letter he wrote 
to the believers to help them in their walk with Jesus. Distribute Field 
Notes 1 and pencils to the students. Have them fold it in half and turn to the 
inside. Have the students fill in the blanks as you talk about holiness.

Peter chose to follow Jesus. His life wasn’t always easy because 
of this choice. In fact, Peter faced some hard times because of this 
choice. But he knew that his choice meant he would be in Heaven 
forever with Jesus and that was worth all the difficulties he would 
face on earth.

Peter goes on to write to the believers about living a life of holiness. 
Do any of you know what the word holiness means? Encourage 
response. Holiness is thinking and living the right way according 
to God’s standards. We learn how to live a life of holiness through 
God’s Word. Let’s learn a little more about what Peter wrote about 
holiness. Have the student who has 1 Peter 1:13 read the verse aloud. 
Holiness starts in our minds. To live a life that is holy, we must first 
train our thoughts to be holy. Peter tells us to get our minds ready. 
Be active and aggressive in keeping your mind pure and clean 
so we can live a holy life. Remember, earlier this year, we learned 
about the importance of pure living. Pure living and holy living go 
hand in hand. Have the student who has 1 Peter 1:15 read it aloud. As 
Christians, we are called to be holy because God is a holy God. 
Listen to these other verses that communicate to us that God is a 
holy God. Allow the students with the other verses to read them aloud one 
at a time. As God’s children, we are to share in His likeness or image. 
Holy living sets us apart from the world.

DIG DEEPER LG

Display TE 1-3. Have any of you ever seen this symbol before? 
Encourage response. Do any of you 
know what it represents? Encourage 
response. The symbol is for the Greek 
word for fish which is ichthys. Display 
TE 1-4. Ichthys is an acrostic using 
the Greek letters for Jesus Christ, 
Son of God, Savior. (There is no J in 
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Items Needed:
• TE 1-1—TE 1-2
• Field Notes 1
• Scissors
• Pencils

Items Needed:
• TE 1-3—TE 1-4
•  Whiteboard and 

marker

Take Note:

Ichthys is pronounced ick-thus.

TE 1-1

TE 1-2

TE 1-3

TE 1-4



the Greek alphabet.) The fish was a common symbol for the followers 
of Jesus in the early church. It wasn’t safe for the early Christians to 
meet, and they would use the fish symbol to mark meeting places 
for believers. It was also a safe way for Christians to identify each 
other. Much like in Bible times, this symbol tells others you are a 
Christian. We often see it on cars, jewelry, t-shirts, and a variety of 
other items.

APPLY IT SG LG

Before class, use the permanent marker to write Word of God and Prayer 
in the center of the old sheet. Distribute 
a piece of paper and a marker to the 
students. What are some things that 
the world uses to influence us to turn 
away from God’s holiness? Encourage 
response and assign each student to 
write one of those items on his or her 
paper. Some suggestions are given in the 
sidebar. If you have a large class, more 
than one student might need to write 
the same item. Then have the students 
wad up their papers. Show the students 
the sheet and read what it says. This 
sheet represents the verses in the Bible that God has given us to 
help us defend against sin and it represents our prayer life. Choose 
a student to stand by the sheet. Watch what happens when a Christian 
never reads his or her Bible or spends time talking with God. Have 
the other students throw their “worldly influences” at the student for just a 
few seconds. The world’s influences constantly hit the person. Let’s 
see what happens when a Christian occasionally reads his or her 
Bible and talks to God. Have the class gather the paper wads. Instruct 
the volunteer to hold the sheet and move it up or down so only part of his or 
her body is completely covered as the students throw the paper at him or 
her. Have the class throw the influences at the person again for just a few 
seconds. Staying in God’s Word and talking to God every day helps 
build our defense against the temptations and wrong influences of 
the world.

We read our application verse earlier. Display TE 1-5 and introduce the 
application verse to the students. The Bible tells us we are to be holy 
because God is holy. Let’s say this short verse together. Allow the 
students to say it several times with you.

10

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

The Bible is God’s Word. It is 
instrumental in our salvation and 
will remain forever.

Items Needed:
• TE 1-5
• Old sheet
•  Paper (one piece/ 

student)
• Permanent marker
• Markers

TE 1-5

Suggestions:

• greed

• pride

• hurt

• selfishness

• gossip

• fame



LIVE IT SG LG

Before class, cut apart the pieces from TE 1-6. Also, cut apart the pieces 
from TE 1-7. The different pieces will be 
used in the first three lessons. What is 
the largest amount of money you 
can possibly think of? Encourage 
response. What if someone bought 
you something so valuable that it 
cost that much money? Would you 
thank that person, and would you 
take very good care of the item? 
Encourage response. Peter reminded the believers of the high cost 
of their salvation. Read 1 Peter 1:18-19. All the money in the entire 
world cannot compare to the sacrifice Jesus made through His 
death so you and I could live forever with Him in Heaven. But even 
though it’s a gift to us, we must choose to accept it. Let’s review 
God’s plan of salvation for our lives. Have the students follow along on 
their Field Notes to review the plan of salvation. Display TE 1-6a. It starts 
with A—Admit you are a sinner. Romans 3:23 tells us every one of us 
has sinned and fallen short of God’s glory. It is impossible to have 
a right relationship with God on our own. Our sin separates us from 
God. Nothing we can do is enough to take away our sin. Jesus is the 
only One who can take away our sin.

Display TE 1-6b. That leads us to the letter B—Believe in Jesus. 
John 3:16 tells us God’s Son, Jesus, came to save us from eternal 
separation from God. Jesus took the punishment we deserved for 
our sin when He died on the cross. He was the perfect Lamb who 
never sinned, and His blood paid the price for our sin. Jesus proved 
He was the Son of God when He came back to life three days later. 
Those who choose to believe in and follow Jesus are a part of God’s 
family.

Display TE 1-6c. The last letter is C—You must confess your sins 
and choose to follow Jesus. Becoming a follower of Jesus is a big 
decision. It is yours and yours alone. Romans 10:9-10 tells us that 
if we believe Jesus is Lord, we must confess our sins and choose to 
follow Jesus.

Display TE 1-7a. We are called to live a life of holiness. Peter chose 
to follow Jesus and we must make that same choice for ourselves. 
No one can make it for you. If you are ready to make that choice, 
talk to your parents or talk to me. It’s the best decision you will ever 
make. Once you choose to follow Jesus and make Him the leader 
of your life, think about the truths Peter wrote about so that you 
choose holiness over sin. Have the students turn to the Next Step section 
on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to pray and ask God to help 
you aim for holiness in your everyday life. Encourage the students 
to use what they learned about holiness from Peter’s letter to help them 
follow God’s holiness. Close with a prayer thanking God for His Word and 
guidance.
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Items Needed:
• TE 1-6—TE 1-7a
• Field Notes 1
• Scissors

Field Notes 1

TE 1-6

TE 1-7a

Field Notes 1



Holiness Requires 
Action

March 12, 2023 Lesson 2 Text: 1 Peter 2:1-17

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 

the Bible

Peter likely wrote this letter to Christians 
scattered throughout Asia Minor around AD 
62-63.

Lesson Objective:
Pursuing holiness means actively seeking a 
life that is different from the world’s standard. 
Continue to grow in God’s Word so you can live 
differently from the world.

Application Verse:
1 Peter 1:16

Family Theme:
Pursuing Holiness

GET STARTED
Option 1

q Items for building

q Tape

q Camera

Option 2

q TE 2-1

q Scissors

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 2-2

q Field Notes 2

q Pencils

APPLY IT
q TE 1-5

q TE 1-7b

q Construction paper

q Markers

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 2

Bible Basics:
Learn 1 Peter 1:16 with your students.
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GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

Put the students into small groups to work together. 
Be sure to 
have an equal 
number of items 

for the number of groups you will have. 
Let the groups use the different items to 
build a structure. As they are creating, 
talk about what is important to keep it 
standing (the foundation). Let the groups 
share their creations and consider 
taking a picture of each group with their 
structure. When you were building, it 
was important to have a strong base or foundation. The same is true 
for our faith. We must have a strong foundation on which to build 
our spiritual lives. We use God’s Word to help us build that strong 
foundation. Today we are going to continue learning from Peter’s 
letter about how to grow in our faith as we live holy lives.

Before class, cut apart TE 2-1. Display the pictures 
one at a time 
and ask the 
students if they 

know what its purpose is. The answers 
are provided in the sidebar. Those items 
were created for a specific purpose. 
God gave us His Word for a specific 
purpose too—to help us know 
Jesus and know how to live our lives in ways that please Him. We 
learned a while ago that 2 Timothy 3:16 tells us all Scripture comes 
from God. Scripture is the words in the Bible. Choose a student to 
read the entire verse. What are we to use God’s Word for? Encourage 
response. Last week we learned God is holy and He has called us 
to be holy. Do any of you remember what holiness is? Encourage 
response. Holiness is thinking and living the right way according to 
God’s standards. Today we are going to learn our part in growing in 
holiness as we continue reading Peter’s letter.

STUDY THE WORD LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 2 so each student will have one. Last 
week, we learned we are called to 
be holy because God is holy. Do 
any of you remember what holiness 
is? Encourage response. Holiness is 
thinking and living the right way 
according to God’s standards. 
Where do we find God’s standards? 
Encourage response. Yes, we find 
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Items Needed:
•  Items for building (see 

sidebar)
• Tape
•  Camera (or smart-

phone)

Items Needed:
• TE 2-1
• Scissors

Take Note:

Suggestions for items: 
Toilet paper tubes, paper towel 
tubes, disposable cups, straws, 
empty tissue and cereal boxes, 
and empty oatmeal and coffee 
containers

Option 1

Option 2

Items Needed:
• TE 2-2
• Field Notes 2
• Pencils

TE 2-1

a.  shoehorn—helps in putting on 
shoes

b. potato masher

c. pencil sharpener

d. canister for camera film

e. can opener

f. back scratcher



God’s standards in the Bible. We began studying 1 Peter, which 
is the letter he wrote to both Jews and Gentiles (non-Jews). Let’s 
continue learning from his letter. Have the students find 1 Peter 2 in 
their Bibles. Distribute Field Notes 2 and pencils to the students. Have them 
fold it in half and turn to the inside. Have the students follow along and fill 
in the blanks on the different steps of pursuing holiness. Display TE 2-2 and 
point to the different steps. Peter encouraged the followers of Jesus 
to live differently from those around them by pursuing holiness. 
Choose a student to read 1 Peter 2:1 aloud. What are Christ followers to 
put aside? Encourage response. Peter lists some of the sins we need 
to throw out like unwanted trash. Point to the different words on the 
bottom step on TE 2-2. Do any of you know what malice is? Encourage 
response. Malice is wishing ill will toward another person, secretly 
wanting something bad to happen, or wanting something to cause a 
person pain. What about hypocrisy? Do any of you know what that 
word means? Encourage response. That is when you pretend to be 
someone you are not, or you say one thing and do another. Many of 
us are familiar with the word envy which is when we are resentful of 
what another person has, especially if it’s something we want. Evil 
speaking or slander refers to dishonest, deceitful, mean, and hurtful 
words about another person. The Bible tells us these things should 
not be part of a life of a Christian.

Choose a student to read 1 Peter 2:5. What does Peter say Jesus’ 
followers are? Encourage response. Point to the second step on TE 
2-2. We are the living stones of a spiritual house, and Jesus is 
the cornerstone. Do any of you know what a cornerstone is? 
Encourage response. Historically, the cornerstone is the first stone 
set in the construction of a structure. Everything is based upon the 
cornerstone. Jesus is the cornerstone which sets the foundation on 
which we build our lives. He is our example for how we are to live. 
God’s Word helps us grow in our Christian life, and as we grow, God 
begins building us up in our faith, making our foundation strong.

Choose a student to read 1 Peter 2:9. Point to the third step on TE 2-2. 
Jesus chose us as His very own people to follow His example and 
make right choices so others will see our actions and praise God. 
Before we chose to follow Jesus, we were living in darkness. John 
8:12 tells us Jesus is the Light of the World and as His followers, we 
have His light in our lives.

Choose a student to read 1 Peter 2:11-12. As believers, we are 
strangers, foreigners, and pilgrims of this world. When a person 
from another country lives in the United States for a long period 
of time, he or she often takes on the characteristics of the culture 
here and loses some of the characteristics of the culture of his or 
her former country. Jesus told His followers they were not of this 
world (John 15:19). That means we are not to adopt or conform to 
the world’s characteristics and beliefs. Point to the fourth step on TE 
2-2. Instead, we are to think differently, behave differently, and love 
differently from the world.

Our actions should bring glory to God instead of the world. Choose a 
student to read 1 Peter 2:13 and 17. How does Peter tell us to do that? 
Encourage response. Point to the last step on TE 2-2. We are to submit 
to those in authority over us, respect others, love fellow believers, 
fear God, and honor those in charge.
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TE 2-2

Field Notes 2



We can’t be perfect as Jesus was, but we should live so others will 
see that we are pursuing God’s holiness.

If time allows, let the students complete the word search on their Field 
Notes.

DIG DEEPER LG

When Peter wrote 1 Peter, he was writing in a place and during a 
time in which there were kings, queens, slave owners, and slaves. 
Peter instructed believers to live in submission to the authority 
instituted by man, whether that authority was Christian or a non-
Christian, unless it goes against God’s commands. Peter and 
the other apostles said in Acts 5:29 that it is better to obey God 
rather than man. Their actions matched their words when they 
were persecuted for continuing to share the gospel of Christ. They 
continued to pursue holiness even when it wasn’t easy. The Bible is 
filled with examples of people who chose to think and live the right 
way according to God’s standards no matter what (Daniel, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, Paul, and Stephen, are just a few).

APPLY IT SG LG

Before class, write the words to the application verse on separate pieces 
of construction paper. Place the pieces 
on the floor in order so the students 
can hop from one word to another while 
saying the words to the verse. The word 
pursue is a verb. It means to seek 
after or follow. It gives us a good 
visual of the action. Display TE 1-7b. 
Today we learned we are to pursue 
holiness. That means we don’t just 
sit back and expect it to happen; it 
requires action on our part. It takes 
effort. It means we are actively seeking a life that is different from 
the world’s standard. Display TE 1-5 and review the application verse 
with the students. The Bible tells us we are to be holy because God is 
holy. We are to seek God’s holiness through His Word and in prayer. 
When we do those things every day, we are pursuing a holy life in an 
unholy world. Let the students take turns hopping from the different pieces 
of construction paper while saying the words to the verse. End the activity by 
having the class say the verse together.
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Because the Bible is God’s 
Word, we find nourishment for 
spiritual growth in it.

Items Needed:
• TE 1-5
• TE 1-7b
• Construction paper
• Markers

TE 1-5

TE 1-7b



LIVE IT SG LG

Do any of you have a growth chart at your house or a place where 
you mark how much you’ve grown 
from time to time? Encourage 
response. Not everyone does this. 
But when you go to the doctor, he 
or she takes your measurements to 
make sure you’re growing as you 
should. We are not the same height or weight we were when we 
were born. When we choose to follow Christ, we are reborn to a 
new life in Him. But we are not to remain the same. We are to grow 
in our knowledge of God and His Word, our faith should increase 
and be stronger, and our relationship with Jesus should develop. 
But the difference between our physical growth and our spiritual 
growth is that one day we will physically stop growing. And when 
you get much older, your body will begin to shrink. But our spiritual 
growth should never stop. It doesn’t matter if we are 8 or 88, our 
knowledge, love, and faith in God should continue to expand and 
mature. Have the students turn to the Next Step section on their Field 
Notes. Your Next Step is to continue to grow in God’s Word so you 
can live differently from the world. Encourage the students to use what 
they learned about holiness from Peter’s letter to help them follow God’s 
holiness. Close with a prayer thanking God for His Word and guidance. 
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Items Needed:
• Field Notes 2

Field Notes 2

Splink is a simple way to link your family 
together spiritually. Through FREE weekly emails 
packed with ideas, Splink helps you and your 
family engage in conversation. Whether it’s 
making memories or having fun together, Splink 

allows you to capture those teachable moments to impress 
spiritual truths and life lessons on your kids. No matter where 
you are, there’s always time to Splink!

Sign up for Splink at D6family.com/Splink.



Life Is Hard

March 19, 2023 Lesson 3 Text: 1 Peter 4:1-19

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

Peter likely wrote this letter to Christians 
scattered throughout Asia Minor around AD 
62-63.

Lesson Objective:
Every follower of Jesus will experience suffering 
while on earth. Be like Jesus, rejoice, don’t be 
afraid or ashamed, and don’t give up in times of 
suffering.

Application Verse:
1 Peter 1:16

Family Theme:
Tested in Suffering

Bible Basics:
Review Colossians 1:16b-17 with the students.
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q Hardboiled eggs

q Packing materials

q Tape

Option 2

q Electric popcorn popper

q Oil

q Popcorn kernels

q Small cups

q Napkins

q Water bottles

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 3-1

q Field Notes 3

q Pencils

APPLY IT
q TE 1-5

q TE 1-7c

LIVE IT
q TE 3-2

q Field Notes 3



GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

Before class, divide the students into small groups. 
Give one egg 
and make 
the packing 

materials and tape available to each 
group. Explain that the goal is for each 
group to use the different items to wrap 
the egg so that it does not break when 
it is dropped. Allow a certain amount of 
time for the students to work together 
to do the activity. Be sure to give them 
a warning when time is almost up. Set 
up a designated height and let each group drop their egg, one at a time. 
Let the students unwrap their egg to see if it stayed intact. After all the 
groups have dropped their egg, throw away all the items. The results of 
our experiment showed which items worked and which ones did 
not to prevent the egg from cracking. It would be nice if we could 
go through life without any cracks, but that is not possible. In fact, 
Jesus said in John 16:33 that we will have hard times, problems, 
and suffering in this world. Today we are going to continue reading 
through Peter’s letter and learn from him how to handle suffering.

Follow the popcorn popper’s instructions on 
popping the 
popcorn. Pour 
the oil and the 

popcorn kernels into the popper and let 
the students watch the kernels heat up 
and pop. Once it has finished, put some 
in each cup and give to the students. Also 
give them a napkin and a water bottle. 
How did we get these fluffy pieces 
of popcorn from these hard kernels? 
The heat from the oil turned the 
natural moisture inside each kernel 
to steam. The hard covering keeps 
the steam from escaping, causing 
pressure to build up inside the 
kernel. The pressure finally bursts the tough shell with a popping 
sound and the white, tasty inside of the kernel puffs out. Without 
the heat, we would not have popcorn to eat. This reminds me of the 
problems we face in life. Even though it’s hard to go through, good 
things can come as a result. Let’s continue reading through Peter’s 
letter to discover how we can respond through our suffering.
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Option 1
Items Needed:
•  Hardboiled eggs (one 

egg/group)
•  Packing materials (see 

sidebar)
• Tape

Items Needed:
•  Electric popcorn 

popper
• Oil
• Popcorn kernels
• Small cups
• Napkins
•  Water bottles (one 

bottle/student)

Items for wrapping:

Tape

Bubble wrap

Rubber bands

Plastic wrap

Packing peanuts

Newspapers

Bath cloths

Option 2

Take Note:

If you have a large class, you 
might want to make some 
popcorn ahead of time so you 
will have enough for every 
student to enjoy.



STUDY THE WORD LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 3 so each student will have one. Sometimes 
it might seem like certain people 
never suffer. Things always seem to 
go their way and nothing bad ever 
happens to them. But that’s not true. 
Some people experience suffering 
from an early age, while others 
will experience it later. But every 
single person will have hard times, 
difficulties, and disappointments 
while on earth. But even in our darkest times, we are not alone. God 
is always with us. Display TE 3-1 and point to the word suffering. Let’s 
learn from Peter’s letter how to handle times of suffering and what 
to do when we are going through them. Distribute Field Notes 3 and 
pencils to the students. Have them fold it in half and turn to the inside. Have 
the students fill in the blanks as you talk about how to get through times of 
suffering.

Point to the different umbrellas on TE 3-1. We are to imitate Christ 
(1 Peter 4:1). Peter instructed believers to look at Christ as their 
example when going through difficulties. As one of Jesus’ closest 
friends, he knew firsthand how Jesus suffered while on earth. As 
believers, we are to have the same attitude that Christ had, one of 
humility and submission to God’s will. That is hard to do, but we can 
remember God knows and sees all and His love for us is greater 
than anything we will experience on earth.

We are to rejoice (1 Peter 4:12-13). We shouldn’t be surprised 
because we are not the only ones to suffer for our faith. Jesus 
suffered while on earth. He was made fun of, insulted, criticized, 
harassed, beaten, tortured, and finally crucified on a cross. There are 
many other examples of people in the Bible who suffered, and it still 
happens today. But the Bible tells us to give thanks in everything (1 
Thessalonians 5:18). It also tells us God can work things out for His 
good for those who love Him (Romans 8:28). God is always with us 
no matter what is happening in our lives.

Don’t be afraid or ashamed (1 Peter 4:16). From Peter’s testimony 
(and others in the New Testament) we see it was not easy being 
a Christian. In fact, Peter was once ashamed to be identified with 
Christ when he denied him three times. But after that time, he never 
did so again. Even when faced with verbal and physical abuse and 
imprisonment, Peter entrusted himself to God’s care. It’s not always 
easy being a Christian now, but we should never be ashamed of our 
faith in Jesus. Our confidence in who Jesus is should bring glory and 
honor to God.

Don’t give up (1 Peter 4:19). Another instruction Peter gave the early 
church was to commit themselves to Jesus and continue to do good. 
Jesus will never leave us, and He is continually praying to the Father 
on our behalf (Hebrews 7:25). When we are suffering, we can remind 
ourselves that we are in Jesus’ constant care. Peter reminds the 
believers to continue to do good even if it brings more suffering. 
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Items Needed:
• TE 3-1
• Field Notes 3
• Pencils

TE 3-1

Field Notes 3



God sees the entire picture while we just see a small portion. He 
knows the exact good He is going to bring from it. So, continue to 
live for Him even in hard times.

DIG DEEPER LG

Let’s listen to a true story about a time when Peter experienced 
suffering while he was in prison. His story will help us understand 
that he was qualified to write about being tested in suffering.

King Herod was the ruler of the government when Peter was in 
prison. King Herod was extremely cruel to Christians. He had 
James, the brother of John, put to death with a sword. King Herod 
planned to do the same to Peter, but he needed to wait until after 
the Passover. King Herod wanted to ensure Peter did not escape 
(God had set Peter free from prison before in Acts 5:17-21). So, Herod 
placed guards outside the cell Peter was in and had two soldiers 
chained to him. Do you think the soldiers and guards were nice to 
Peter? Encourage response. Probably not. What do you think Peter 
did? Encourage response. Even knowing that he could soon die, 
Peter slept. Peter knew that no matter what happened, he could 
trust in Jesus. The Bible tells us that while Peter was sleeping, the 
Christians were praying for him. That night, an angel of the Lord 
woke Peter and told him to get up quickly. The chains fell off him 
and he followed the angel. At first Peter thought it was just a dream, 
but after passing the guards and the iron gate to the city, he knew 
it was real. He was free! God had sent an angel to rescue him from 
King Herod.

APPLY IT SG LG

Is there any good that can come from suffering? Encourage response. 
Of course, there is. Display TE 1-7c. 
First, suffering humbles us and 
helps us see that we need God. It 
reminds us that we are not the one 
in control. When you realize you 
need God, what are some things 
you can do? Encourage response. We 
can pray and ask God for His help. 
We can read God’s Word for verses to encourage us and read what 
others did when they suffered. Peter completely relied on God to 
take care of him. We can talk to God and share our feelings and 
hurts with Him.

We can grow in our faith because trouble and suffering can help us 
mature. When we ask for God’s help and see Him answer, we get 
stronger and learn to trust Him to do what He says He will.

God is holy and we are to be like Him. Display TE 1-5 and review the 
verse with the students. We can hide God’s Word in our hearts so that 
when we face times of trouble, we can remember to trust and rely 
on Him in every situation. Allow any students who want to do so say the 
verse to the rest of the class.
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

The fact that those who 
want to live for Christ will 
face persecution or suffering 
demonstrates that we are 
engaged in spiritual warfare.

Items Needed:
• TE 1-5
• TE 1-7c

TE 1-7c

TE 1-5



LIVE IT SG LG

Read the true story of Linh Dao from TE 3-2 to the students. How did Linh 
Dao’s family respond to the things 
they faced? Encourage response. What 
are some examples of suffering or 
mistreatment people experience 
today? Encourage response. People 
who don’t believe in Jesus might 
make fun of us for our beliefs, for 
praying at lunch, the music we listen 
to or don’t listen to, or the things we don’t read or watch. It’s not 
always easy to ignore or deal with the teasing, bullying, and torment 
that comes from following Jesus. But Peter’s words were important 
enough to be included in the Bible. We can remember that we are 
not the first, the only, nor will we be the last people who will suffer 
for our faith. But we can know the suffering of this world is nothing 
compared to the glory of Heaven. There will be no suffering there.

Have the students turn to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your 
Next Step is to be like Jesus, rejoice, don’t be afraid or ashamed, 
and don’t give up in times of suffering. Close with a prayer asking 
God to remind each student of what His Word says when they experience 
difficulties, hard times, and suffering.
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Items Needed:
• TE 3-2
• Field Notes 3

Field Notes 3

TE 3-2

Are you on Facebook? Join the D6 Curriculum 
Teachers group, a place of community for you to 
share stories, ask questions, get advice, and engage 
in conversations with other D6 curriculum teachers.



Look Forward
March 6, 2023 Lesson 4 Text: Mark 13:1-27

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 

the Bible

Mark wrote his account of the life of Christ 
in the mid-to late- AD 50s based on the 
eyewitness testimony of Peter. The events of 
this chapter took place in AD 33.

Lesson Objective:
Jesus will return and take His followers to live 
with Him forever. Be ready and patient for Jesus’ 
return.

Application Verse:
John 11:25

Family Theme:
Return of Christ

GET STARTED
Option 1

q Pieces of paper

q Pencils

Option 2

q TE 4-1

q Scissors

q Chairs

q A Post-it note

q Music

q Small treats

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 4-2

q Field Notes 4

q Scissors

q Pencils

APPLY IT
q TE 5-8

q Beach ball

LIVE IT
q TE 5-10c

q Field Notes 4

q Whiteboard and marker

Bible Basics:
Review Psalm 51:10 with the students.
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GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

Divide the students into small groups and give each 
group a piece 
of paper and 
a pencil. Each 

group will make a list of the top five 
events they look forward to. Discuss 
among your group and write the one 
you most look forward to as number 
one and then list the others for 2-5. 
Allow some time for the groups to create 
their lists and then let them share them with the class.

You all listed some great events. What do you love about the 
different events? Encourage response. Today we are going to learn 
about an event that we should all look forward to—Jesus’ return. It 
will be better than any birthday, holiday, or other celebration we’ve 
ever experienced.

Before class, cut apart the questions from TE 4-1. 
Arrange the 
chairs so they 
are easy for the 

students to walk around them. Place the 
Post-it under one of the chairs. Have the 
students walk around the chairs while 
you play the music. Explain that when 
the music stops, the students are to find 
a chair to sit in. Whoever is sitting in the 
chair with the Post-it note will choose a 
question for the class to answer. Tell the 
students if they can correctly answer all 
the questions, the class will get a special 
treat. Play the music and sporadically 
stop the music. Allow the student who is 
sitting in the chair with the Post-it note 
to choose a question for the class to 
answer. After the answer is given, have 
the students look away from the chairs and quickly put the Post-it note under 
a different chair. Continue until all questions have been answered.

How did you feel as you marched around the chairs not knowing 
when the music would stop? Encourage response. After Jesus’ death 
and resurrection, He stayed on the earth for 40 days before going 
back to Heaven. Jesus told His disciples good-bye and left this 
earth in a cloud. Read Acts 1:9-11 to the students. Just as you didn’t 
know when the music would stop, we won’t know the time Jesus 
will return. One thing we know for sure, Jesus is coming back to the 
earth, and we want to be ready. Today we’ll learn more about Jesus’ 
return to the earth and what we can look forward to. Distribute the 
treats to the students.
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Option 1
Items Needed:
•  Pieces of paper (one 

piece/3-4 students)
• Pencils

Items Needed:
• TE 4-1
• Scissors
•  Chairs (one chair/ 

student)
• A Post-it note
•  Music (CD and. CD 

player or smartphone)
•  Small treats (one 

treat/student, see 
sidebar for 
suggestions)

Option 2

TE 4-1

Take Note:

Go to www.D6family.com to 
download answer keys for the 
Field Notes and for additional 
resources for this age group.

Suggestions for treats: Pieces 
of gum, stickers, pencils, small 
pieces of candy, and small pop-it 
fidgets



STUDY THE WORD LG

Before class, cut apart the pieces from TE 4-2. Also, copy Field Notes 4 
so each student will have one. Have the 
students find Mark 13 in their Bibles. 
These next couple of weeks we will 
learn people praised Jesus as He 
entered Jerusalem, but their feelings 
quickly changed as the Jewish 
leaders caused trouble for Him. 
Jesus was betrayed by one of His 
closest friends, He was arrested, lies 
were told about Him, He was mocked 
and beaten, and He was sentenced 
to die by crucifixion. It is the story of why we celebrate Easter. But 
what a rollercoaster ride! After Jesus’ death, He was placed in a 
guarded tomb and when His friends came to put spices on His body, 
they discovered an empty tomb! An angel told them that Jesus 
was not there; He had risen just as He said He would. After Jesus’ 
resurrection, He was seen by over 500 people and remained on this 
earth for 40 days before ascending to Heaven. 

But before He returned to Heaven, He made a promise. Read John 
14:1-3 to the students. Jesus promised to go and prepare a place in 
Heaven and that He would return for His followers so they could be 
with Him forever. We are still waiting for Jesus to come back, but 
we must remember that when Jesus makes a promise, He will keep 
it. Let’s learn what the Bible says about Jesus’ return. Distribute Field 
Notes 4 and pencils to the students. Have them fold it in half and turn to the 
inside. Allow the students to write the answers to the questions in the space 
below each one.

Display TE 4-2a. What are some of the signs that point to Jesus’ 
return? Choose students to read Mark 13:3, 5-8, and 10 aloud to the class. 
Jesus said there would be false teachers, even ones claiming to 
be Christ who would mislead many people in the last days. Jesus 
didn’t want them to be afraid, but He told them there would be wars, 
famines, and earthquakes. He warned that many believers would be 
hated, persecuted, and even killed. Sin would be raging everywhere, 
but before Jesus’ return, the gospel will be preached to the entire 
world.

Display TE 4-2b. When will Jesus come again? Choose a student to 
read Mark 13:32 aloud. Of course, the disciples didn’t want Jesus to 
leave, but if He had to go, they wanted to know when He would 
come back. You might hear different people say they know when He 
is returning, but Jesus told them that no one on this earth will know. 
The Bible tells us only God the Father knows the appointed time 
when Jesus would return.

Display TE 4-2c. How will Jesus return to earth? Choose a student 
to read Mark 13:26 aloud. Jesus ascended into the clouds when He 
returned to Heaven after His resurrection. That’s how Jesus will 
return to this earth as well. He will come on the clouds of Heaven 
with power and great glory.
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Items Needed:
• TE 4-2
• Field Notes 4
• Scissors
• Pencils

TE 4-2

Field Notes 4



Display TE 4-2d. Who is Jesus coming for? Choose a student to 
read Mark 13:27 aloud. When it is time, Jesus will send His angels 
to gather His followers. The word elect is another word for His 
followers—those who have chosen to let Him be the leader of their 
lives. When Jesus returns, only His followers will go to live with Him 
in Heaven.

Philippians 2:9-11 tells us Jesus is the King of the world and He is 
coming back to rule over it. He will restore everything to its perfect 
condition. There will be no more sin or death. The devil and his 
followers will be sent to eternal punishment. There will be no more 
pain, sadness, suffering, or death because those things will be done 
away with in Heaven. What a wonderful day it will be when Jesus 
returns. That’s something to look forward to.

DIG DEEPER LG

What are we to do until Jesus returns? The Bible tells us Jesus gave 
His followers a mission. Choose two students to read Luke 24:46-47 
and Acts 1:8 aloud. Jesus told His disciples to tell the message about 
His death and resurrection to others. They were to share the good 
news with the people of Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and around 
the world. That message is for us too. Everyone in the world needs 
to hear and learn about Jesus. Without Jesus, a person can never 
have eternal life in Heaven. Who are some people you can talk to 
about Jesus and His return? Encourage response. What are some 
ways we can encourage other believers to grow closer to Jesus? 
Encourage response. What are some things that keep us from doing 
these things? Encourage response. Do you think the disciples were 
afraid to complete the mission Jesus gave them? Encourage response. 
Probably, but they had the Holy Spirit to help them. As believers, we 
do too. He will help us be bold and share the truths we know about 
the greatest person who ever lived. Be aware of the Holy Spirit’s 
prompting to share Jesus with someone or to be an encouragement 
to a fellow believer.

APPLY IT SG LG

Jesus made the way for us to be close to God and live with Him 
forever in Heaven. When He 
completed His work on earth, He 
returned to Heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the throne of God. 
Jesus is the ruling King. Some day 
when He comes back to earth, every 
person will worship Him as the King 
of the universe.
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Being persecuted demonstrates 
that we are engaged in spiritual 
warfare and that bad things 
happen because the world is a 
sinful place.

Items Needed:
• TE 5-8
• Beach ball



Display TE 5-8 and introduce the application verse with the students by 
having them read it aloud with you. In this verse, Jesus tells us He is 
the resurrection and the life. He is the only One who can give us 
eternal life. It is only through Him that we can live in Heaven. But 
it’s not a given. We aren’t saved from eternal separation from God 
because our parents are Christians or because we come to church 
each week. It is only when we admit we are sinners, and we choose 
to make Jesus the Lord of our lives that we can have eternal life with 
Him. Let’s review our verse together. Have the students form a circle. 
Give the beach ball to a student and have him or her say the first word of 
the verse and toss the ball to another student. He or she will say the second 
word and then toss the ball to another student. Continue until all the words 
of the verse have been said. Instruct the students that the ball can only be 
tossed to someone who has not yet said a word. Repeat the activity until 
every student has had a chance to participate. If you have a large class, 
divide the students into groups and give each one a ball.

LIVE IT SG LG

Display TE 5-10c. Today we learned to look forward to Jesus’ return. 
While we don’t know when it will 
happen, we do know Jesus is coming 
back because He promised He 
would. Write the words Be ready on 
the whiteboard. While we are waiting, 
we are to be ready. Jesus said it’s 
like the owner of a house who has 
gone away on a trip. Before he 
leaves, he assigns his servants tasks 
to do. They do not know when the 
owner will return, but they should be 
diligent and not be goofing off when he returns. The same is true for 
Jesus. He has given us tasks to do while He is away, and we should 
always be ready for His return.

Write the words Be patient on the whiteboard. Each day that passes is a 
day closer to Jesus’ return. When bad things happen, remember the 
truth that Jesus is coming back, and He will make things right. We 
are to make right choices no matter what others are doing. The day 
Jesus returns will be the happiest day of a believer’s life. Have the 
students turn to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step 
is to be ready and patient for Jesus’ return. End class with a prayer of 
thanks for Jesus’ promise to return and bring us to be with Him forever.
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TE 5-8

Items Needed:
• TE 5-10c
• Field Notes 4
•  Whiteboard and 

marker

Field Notes 4

TE 5-10c



Look Back

April 2, 2023 Lesson 5 Text: Mark 14:32-65

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

Mark wrote his account of the life of Christ 
in the mid-to late- AD 50s based on the 
eyewitness testimony of Peter. The events of 
this chapter took place in AD 33.

Lesson Objective:
Jesus endured suffering out of obedience to His 
father and His great love for us. Find reasons to 
praise and love Jesus every day.

Application Verse:
John 11:25

Family Theme:
Suffering of Christ

Bible Basics:
What is the Lord’s Supper? The Lord’s Supper is a memorial celebration of Jesus’ 
death for sinners in which believers eat bread and drink juice that represent Jesus’ body 
and blood given for us on the cross.
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q TE 5-1

q Scissors

Option 2

q TE 5-2

q Scissors

q Stopwatch or timer

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 5-3

q TE 5-4

q TE 5-5

q TE 5-6

q TE 5-7

q Field Notes 5

q Pencils

APPLY IT
q TE 5-8

q TE 5-9

q Scissors

q Timer

LIVE IT
q TE 5-10a

q Field Notes 5



GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

Before class, cut apart the cards from TE 5-1. 
Over the next 
couple weeks, 
we are going 

to learn about the suffering, death, 
resurrection, and return of Christ. 
When we study and learn all that He 
did, we discover more reasons to 
love and worship Him. We are more 
aware of just how much He did for us. Let’s play a quick game of 
Charades to help us prepare for the lesson. All the different items 
are related to Jesus. Ask for a volunteer and have him or her choose a 
card and act out what is written on it. Continue with the activity until all the 
cards have been acted out.

Before class, cut apart the cards from TE 5-2. 
Last week we 
talked about 
the suffering 

we experience while on earth. We 
said everyone has suffering, and that 
includes Jesus. We also mentioned 
some of the ways Jesus suffered for 
us, but today we are going to learn 
more about His suffering to help us 
be more aware of just how much He loves us. Let’s play a game of 
Password. I will ask for a volunteer. He or she will choose a card 
and will use a one-word clue to describe it. After each word he or 
she says, I will allow you as a group to give one guess. If your guess 
is incorrect, the volunteer will give another one-word clue and you 
will have another chance to guess the word. But you only have one 
minute to try to guess each word. Once the word is correctly guessed or 
the time is up, repeat the activity with a different volunteer. All these words 
relate to the days leading up to Jesus’ death. The suffering Jesus 
endured and the sacrifice He made show us how much He loves us.

STUDY THE WORD LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 5 so each student will have one. Before 
we start on the text for our lesson, 
let’s learn about the events that 
led up to this point. Jesus and His 
disciples were coming into the city 
of Jerusalem. He told two of His 
disciples where and how to get a 
colt for Him to ride into the city. 
Remember a few months ago when 
we learned about the prophecies 
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TE 5-1

TE 5-2

Option 1

Option 2

Items Needed:
• TE 5-1
• Scissors

Items Needed:
• TE 5-2
• Scissors
• Stopwatch or timer

Items Needed:
• TE 5-3—TE 5-7
• Field Notes 5
• Pencils



about Jesus in the Old Testament. This fulfilled one of those 
prophecies. Reread Zechariah 9:9b to the students. Display TE 5-3. The 
two disciples got the colt and brought it to Jesus. As Jesus rode 
through Jerusalem, the people placed their coats and palm branches 
on the road. This was a typical thing to do for royalty. The people 
shouted, “Praise Him!” as Jesus went by. The people celebrated 
Jesus.

Fast-forward to the end of that same week. Jesus and His disciples 
celebrated the Passover (a special Jewish feast) together. After 
they finished the Passover meal, they walked to a garden called 
Gethsemane (Mark 14:32). Jesus told the disciples to stay while He 
went to pray. He took James, John, and Peter with Him, and the 
Bible tells us Jesus became very troubled and His heart was heavy. 
Jesus asked the three disciples to stay there where they were. 
Display TE 5-4. Jesus went on alone and fell on His face and prayed 
to His Father. What do you think Jesus prayed? Encourage response. 
Ask for a student to read Mark 14:36 aloud. He asked if there was any 
other possible way for the salvation of man to happen. But then 
Jesus went on to say not His will, but God’s be done. Jesus knew 
what He was going to endure would be hard, but He was willing 
to follow God’s plan. Display TE 5-5. Jesus returned to the three 
disciples to find them asleep! After several times of waking them 
up and praying, He told the disciples the time had come. Display TE 
5-6. It was at that moment, while Jesus was still speaking, that Judas 
came with the Jewish religious leaders. He gave a sign to show who 
Jesus was and He was arrested (Mark 14:44-45).

Display TE 5-7. The soldiers led Jesus away to a quick trial by the 
Jewish religious leaders (the high priest, all the chief priests, elders, and 
scribes). They brought in false witnesses, but their lies were not 
consistent. Jesus did not say a word until the high priest asked Him 
if He was Christ the Son of the Blessed. It was then Jesus answered 
that He was. The high priest tore his clothes (a common practice to 
show grief). Jesus was found guilty even though He was telling the 
truth and had done nothing to deserve punishment. The people then 
began spitting on Jesus and beating Him (Mark 14:53-65).

Distribute Field Notes 5 and pencils to the students. Have them fold it in half 
and turn to the inside. Allow time for the students to read the sentences and 
determine if they are true or false. If the sentence is true, have the students 
draw a circle in the square; if it is false, they are to make an X in the square. 
If the students answered correctly, they should have a tic-tac-toe.

DIG DEEPER LG

Judas was one of Jesus’ twelve disciples, yet he made a choice that 
would lead not only to Jesus’ suffering, but to his own suffering as 
well. Matthew 26:14-16 records that Judas went to the chief priests 
and agreed to lead them to Jesus for thirty pieces of silver. The chief 
priests did not believe Jesus was the Son of God. They were jealous 
of Jesus and looked for opportunities to have Him put to death. But 
Judas had traveled with Jesus for three years. He saw the miracles 
Jesus performed, heard His teachings, and observed the great love 
Jesus had for the people. It’s hard to believe he would do something 
so terrible to his friend, and yet he did.

29

Field Notes 5

TE 5-3

TE 5-4

TE 5-5

TE 5-6

TE 5-7



However, Judas’ betrayal was not a surprise to Jesus. Choose a 
student to read Matthew 26:21. Jesus told the other disciples that it 
would be the one who dipped his bread in the dish with him, which 
was Judas. In fact, Judas had already planned with the chief priests 
how he would identify Jesus. He would greet Jesus with a kiss. In 
Bible times, a kiss was a sign of friendship, but Judas twisted it and 
made it a sign of his betrayal.

Have you ever made a choice and once you did, you later wished you 
hadn’t? Encourage response. The Bible tells us that Judas realized he 
had turned an innocent man over to the authorities. But instead of 
repenting to Jesus, he brought the thirty pieces of silver back to the 
chief priests. But they refused to take it. Judas threw it at their feet 
and hanged himself. What a terrible tragedy! Judas made a wrong 
choice, but if he had gone to Jesus, he would have been forgiven. 
Choose a student to read 1 John 1:9 aloud. Jesus’ forgiveness would 
have been given to Judas too.

APPLY IT SG LG

What a fast turn of events for Jesus. He went from being celebrated 
as He entered Jerusalem to being 
beaten and treated horribly. Jesus 
endured this suffering out of 
obedience to His Father and His 
love for us. His death on the cross 
was necessary so God’s great plan 
of redemption could be fulfilled. 
We must remember that although 
the people did many awful things 
to Jesus, He chose to give His life on the cross. He had the power 
to stop it all. But He willingly suffered the punishment for our sins, 
died, and rose again so we could have eternal life with Him in 
Heaven.

Display TE 5-8 and review the application verse with the students by having 
them read it aloud with you. Jesus is the giver of life—eternal life. The 
plan of salvation started and finished with Jesus. But so many 
people believe their salvation comes from the things they do like 
being kind, coming to church, doing the right things. While those 
things are ones we should do, our salvation does not come from 
them. Salvation comes only through believing Jesus is who He says 
He is and choosing Him to be the leader of your life. Refer back to the 
ABCs of salvation from the first week. Display the pieces from TE 5-9 and 
time the students as they work together to put the words in the correct order 
of the verse. Say the verse together and repeat the activity challenging the 
students to beat their first time.
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Jesus suffered physically and 
emotionally in order to pay the 
penalty for our sins and make 
salvation possible for us. God 
offers salvation and forgive-
ness through faith in Jesus 
Christ.

Items Needed:
• TE 5-8—TE 5-9
• Scissors
• Timer

TE 5-9

TE 5-8



LIVE IT SG LG

Display TE 5-10a. Take a moment to look back. Have you ever thought 
about what you would have done 
if you lived during Jesus’ days on 
this earth and were there when He 
was being spit on, mocked, and 
beaten? Encourage response. When 
we look back, we remember that 
without Jesus’ suffering, death, and 
resurrection, we would not have 
forgiveness for our sins. We would not have any chance of a right 
relationship with God. Even though it might be hard to look back 
on what Jesus went through, it’s important to fully appreciate all He 
did for us. How we react to His choice helps us remember to choose 
to praise and thank Him for it. Have the students turn to the Next Step 
section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to find reasons to praise 
and love Jesus every day. Close with a prayer asking God to help each of 
you remember the suffering Jesus went through because of His love for us.
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Items Needed:
• TE 5-10a
• Field Notes 5

Field Notes 5

TE 5-10a



Look Inside
April 9, 2023 Lesson 6 Text: Mark 15:16–16:8

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 

the Bible

Mark wrote his account of the life of Christ 
in the mid-to late- AD 50s based on the 
eyewitness testimony of Peter. The events of 
these chapters took place in AD 33.

Lesson Objective:
Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead 
to pay the penalty for our sin and offer us eternal 
life. Remember Jesus is alive and thank Him for 
offering us eternal life.

Application Verse:
John 11:25

Family Theme:
Resurrection of Christ

GET STARTED
Option 1

q One large basket

q Plastic eggs

Option 2

q TE 6-1

q Scissors

q Plastic straws

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 6-2

q TE 6-3

q TE 6-4

q TE 6-5

q TE 6-6

APPLY IT
q TE 5-8

q TE 5-9

q Seven plastic eggs

q Small pieces of paper

q Marker

LIVE IT
q TE 5-10b

q Field Notes 6

q Colored pencils

Bible Basics:
Learn John 11:25 with the students.
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GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

Give each student a plastic egg. Have the students 
form a circle 
around the 
basket (as 

small as possible). Then have them take 
ten steps away from the basket. Instruct 
the students to toss their eggs into the 
basket. Because of the distance, many 
students will not make the shot. Have the 
students get the eggs out of the basket 
for the next round (it doesn’t have to be the same egg), take two steps 
closer to the basket, and toss the eggs into it. Repeat the activity, stepping 
closer and closer to the basket until the students are about a step away from 
the basket and can easily toss the eggs into it. Place all the eggs back into 
the basket.

That was fun and it reminds us that without Jesus’ death on the 
cross and His resurrection, we would not be able to be close to God. 
The closer we got to the basket, the easier it was for us to toss the 
egg into it. Jesus said in John 14:6 that He is the way, the truth, and 
the life, and we can only know God the Father through Him. We 
celebrate Easter this week, but today let’s remind ourselves of the 
true reason we celebrate it —Jesus’ death on the cross for our sin 
and His resurrection which allows us to have eternal life in Heaven.

Before class, copy TE 6-1 and cut apart the pieces 
so each team 
will have a set. 
(Make one set 

for every six to eight students.) Mix up the 
pieces, including the blank ones, for each 
group. Divide the students into groups 
and place each group’s squares face 
down on a table. Make sure each group is 
separated and has enough room to move 
around. Line the teams behind a starting 
point on the other side of the room. Give 
each student a straw. Explain that when you say “go,” the first student from 
each team will run to the letters and turn one over. If the piece contains a 
letter, the student will use only the straw to pick it up (hold the paper to 
the straw by sucking it up) and bring the paper back to his or her team. He 
or she will go to the end of the line and the next student in line will do the 
same. Once a team has collected all the pieces, they will work together to 
unscramble the phrase (Jesus is alive).

Last week we learned Jesus was arrested and beaten. Today we 
will learn about Jesus’ punishment of death and how He overcame 
death and rose again. We will learn why Jesus chose to die and what 
it means for us as believers.
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Items Needed:
• One large basket
•  Plastic eggs (one egg/

student)

Items Needed:
• TE 6-1
• Scissors
•  Plastic straws (one 

straw/student, plus a 
few extras) TE 6-1

Option 2

Option 1



STUDY THE WORD LG

Last week we learned one of Jesus’ disciples, Judas, betrayed Him 
and led the Jewish religious leaders 
to Him. He was arrested and was 
given a quick trial where people lied 
about Him. Finally, the high priest 
asked Jesus if He was Christ, the 
Son of the Blessed, and when Jesus 
said He was, Jesus was pronounced 
guilty. The people began to spit on Him and beat Him. The people 
chose to have Jesus crucified (Mark 15:1-15).

Display TE 6-2. The soldiers mocked Jesus by twisting a crown of 
thorns and placing it on His head and put Him in a purple cloak. 
They shouted “Hail, King of the Jews!” as Jesus was led to a place 
called Golgotha to be crucified. Display TE 6-3. It was there, that 
Jesus willingly died to take the punishment for our sin.

Display TE 6-4. A man named Joseph asked Pilate, the governing 
Roman official, if he could bury Jesus’ body. He was given 
permission and Joseph took Jesus’ body off the cross to be put 
into a tomb (Mark 15:42-46). Display TE 6-5. When the Sabbath had 
passed, Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of James, brought 
spices to put on Jesus’ body. As they traveled, they discussed how 
they would get the large stone away from the entrance to the tomb. 
Display TE 6-6. But as they got closer, they saw the stone was already 
rolled away and an angel was there (Mark 16:1-5). Do you think the 
women were afraid? Encourage response. Of course, they were, but 
the angel told them not to be afraid. He also told them Jesus was 
not there; He had risen! Jesus is alive just as He had promised. The 
angel then told the women to let Jesus’ disciples know the good 
news and Jesus would go before them to Galilee where they would 
see Him for themselves! Jesus died and rose again so that we could 
have forgiveness for our sins and have eternal life in Heaven. He 
paid the price for our sin so we could be right with God. That is 
something worth celebrating!

DIG DEEPER LG

Joseph of Arimathea was a respected member of the Jewish council. 
When he went to Pilate to ask for Jesus’ body, Pilate was surprised 
Jesus was already dead because death on a cross was usually a 
long, painful process. But once it was confirmed Jesus was, indeed, 
dead, Joseph wrapped Jesus’ body in a linen shroud and placed Him 
in a tomb cut out of rock. A large stone was rolled in front of the 
tomb to seal it.

The next day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate and 
reminded him that Jesus had foretold of His resurrection. They were 
afraid the disciples would steal His body and tell the people He had 
risen. So, Pilate ordered soldiers to guard the entrance to the tomb 
to keep it secure (Matthew 27:62-66).
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Items Needed:
• TE 6-2—TE 6-6

TE 6-2

TE 6-3

TE 6-4

TE 6-5

TE 6-6



So, if the tomb was guarded by trained soldiers, how is it that Jesus’ 
body was gone if not by His power? The Bible tells us that when the 
earth shook and the angel of the Lord descended from Heaven and 
rolled back the stone, the guards trembled and became like dead 
men. But when they shared what they had witnessed with the chief 
priests, they were given money, a payoff, to tell a different story. 
The guards were to say they had fallen asleep and during that time, 
the disciples stole Jesus’ body. Many Jewish people and others still 
believe this story.

APPLY IT SG LG

Before class, write the numbers 1-7 on the small pieces of paper and place 
one in each egg.

Today we learned about the death 
and resurrection of Christ. Jesus was 
able to endure the cross because He 
knew what was coming. Jesus knew 
taking the punishment for sin would 
be painful, but He looked ahead 
and saw the joy that would come to 
those who accepted and trusted in 
Him.

Display TE 5-8 and review the application verse with the students by 
having them read it aloud with you. In this verse, Jesus tells us He is 
the resurrection and the life. He is the only One who can give us 
eternal life. As believers, when our life on earth is over, all the 
suffering and difficulties we have endured will be replaced with the 
joy and perfection in Heaven. Place the pieces from TE 5-9 in order. Let 
a student choose an egg and read the number that is inside of it. Turn the 
corresponding piece from TE 5-9 over and say the verse again. Repeat the 
activity until all the pieces are face down.

LIVE IT SG LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 6 so each student will have one. Display 
TE 5-10b. Today we learned to 
look inside. When Mary and Mary 
Magdalene entered Jesus’ tomb, they 
learned Jesus was not there. They 
looked inside an empty tomb. We 
are to look inside God’s Word and 
read the truth about Jesus’ death 
and resurrection. Everything Jesus 
said was true. Jesus told His loved 
ones He would die, but that He would rise again on the third day, 
and He did! Jesus’ death and resurrection changed everything! For 
those who lived when Jesus did, it meant they no longer had to take 
animal sacrifices to the Temple. They no longer needed a priest in 
a temple to go between them and God because Jesus became their 
living sacrifice. Just like we can, the people who lived during that 
time could have a relationship with the living God. As we celebrate 
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Jesus suffered, died, and rose 
again to bring us salvation. God 
offers salvation and forgiveness 
through faith in Jesus Christ.

Items Needed:
• TE 5-8—TE 5-9
• Seven plastic eggs
• Small pieces of paper
• Marker

Items Needed:
• TE 5-10b
• Field Notes 6
• Colored pencils

TE 5-8

TE 5-9

TE 5-10b



Easter Sunday, think about the sacrifice Jesus made when He died 
on the cross and rose again. He chose to endure the cross and 
return to life so we could be with Him. We know we celebrate a 
risen Savior. Look inside your heart to think about your response 
to His resurrection. Distribute Field Notes 6 and colored pencils to the 
students. Have them fold it in half and turn to the inside. Allow time for the 
students to color the picture of Jesus on the cross and the empty tomb and 
write a thank You note to Jesus. Remind the students Jesus is alive! Have the 
students turn to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step 
is to remember Jesus is alive and thank Him for offering us eternal 
life. Consider reviewing the ABCs of salvation from the first week’s lesson if 
you feel any of your students are wanting to make a decision to follow Jesus. 
End class with a prayer thanking Jesus for giving His life for ours so that we 
could have eternal life with Him.
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Field Notes 6

Field Notes 6

Splink is a simple way to link your family 
together spiritually. Through FREE weekly emails 
packed with ideas, Splink helps you and your 
family engage in conversation. Whether it’s 
making memories or having fun together, Splink 

allows you to capture those teachable moments to impress 
spiritual truths and life lessons on your kids. No matter where 
you are, there’s always time to Splink!

Sign up for Splink at D6family.com/Splink.



A Woman of 
Courageous Faith

April 16, 2023 Lesson 7 Text: Esther 3:1–4:17

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

The events written about in Esther took place 
between 483 BC and 473 BC during the reign of 
Ahasuerus (Xerxes I) who reigned in Persia from 
485-464 BC. Some of the Jews had been allowed 
to return to Jerusalem (see Ezra and Nehemiah), 
but others such as Esther and Mordecai remained 
in captivity under the Persians who had defeated 
the Babylonians.

Lesson Objective:
Esther relied on her faith in God to give her the 
courage to do hard things. Be like Esther and 
courageously face our circumstances by trusting 
God.

Application Verse:
Joshua 1:9

Family Theme:
Courageous Faith

Bible Basics:
Learn Joshua 1:9 with your students.
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q Blindfold

q Chairs

q Painters’ tape

Option 2

q TE 7-1

q Cardstock

q Scissors

q Crayons

q Glue sticks

q Green construction paper

q Markers

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 7-2

q TE 7-3

q TE 7-4

q TE 7-5

q Whiteboard and marker

DIG DEEPER
q TE 7-6

APPLY IT
q TE 7-7

q Field Notes 7

q Colored pencils

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 7



GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

Before class, create an obstacle course with the 
tape and the 
chairs. Use 
long pieces 

of painters’ tape to create lines for the 
students to walk along and shorter 
pieces of tape for them to jump over. 
Place the chairs in different parts of the 
room for the students to walk around or 
crawl under. Ask for a volunteer (choose 
someone who is older and good at giving 
directions). Ask for another volunteer 
(someone who is good at following directions) and place the blindfold on 
his or her eyes. The only person who can give you directions and help 
guide you through the maze is (say the name of the first volunteer). 
Be sure to pay attention to his or her directions. Allow the student 
to find his or her way through the maze. If time allows, choose another 
two volunteers and let them complete the maze. What did you have to 
do to get through the maze? Encourage response. Is it easy to trust 
someone completely? Encourage response. No, it takes courage. Do 
any of you know what courage is? Encourage response. Courage is 
the strength that enables a person to face difficulty, danger, or pain 
even when they are afraid. Today we will learn the story of a young 
woman whose courage came from God.

Before class, copy TE 7-1 on cardstock so each 
student will 
have one. Also, 
cut the green 

construction paper into strips so each 
student will have one to use as the stem 
of his or her flower. Distribute TE 7-1, 
crayons, and scissors to the students. 
Let them color the center of the flower 
and the petals before cutting them out. 
Distribute glue sticks to the students and 
show them how to attach the petals to 
the back of the center in the correct order 
to spell the word courageous. Distribute a 
stem and a marker to the students. Have 
them write the name Esther on the stem 
and glue it to the flower. Set aside to 
dry. Today we are going to hear the story of a young woman named 
Esther who displayed courageous faith in a very difficult situation. 
We will learn how she relied on God to give her the strength and 
courage to do what she needed to do.
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Option 1
Items Needed:
•  Blindfold (scarf or 

bandana)
• Chairs
• Painters’ tape

Items Needed:
• TE 7-1
• Cardstock
• Scissors
• Crayons
• Glue sticks
•  Green construction 

paper
• Markers

Option 2

TE 7-1



STUDY THE WORD LG

Write the words courageous faith on the white board. Today we will learn 
about a woman named Esther who 
demonstrated courageous faith. 
Our story begins with a king named 
Ahasuerus banishing his queen for 
not obeying his commands. To find a 
new queen for the king, his trusted 
advisors gathered all the eligible 
women from his kingdom for him to 
choose from (Esther 2-4). Display TE 
7-2. One of these was a Jewish woman named Esther. She was taken 
care of by her cousin Mordecai because both her parents had died. 
Mordecai told Esther to keep the fact that she was Jewish a secret.

Esther quickly became one of the favorites of the man who was over 
all the women, and he gave her food, makeup, and other things that 
she needed. Esther was also placed in one of the best rooms in the 
palace. During her time in the palace—which was about a year—
Mordecai would continue to check in on her (Esther 2:5-11).

Display TE 7-3. King Ahasuerus chose Esther to be his new queen. 
Mordecai, who still came to check on Esther, overheard two of the 
king’s servants plotting to assassinate the king. What do you think 
Mordecai did? Encourage response. He told Esther (remember she 
was now queen) who told the king about the plan. In doing so, she 
saved the king’s life (Esther 2:21-23)!

Display TE 7-4. In chapter 3 of Esther, we are introduced to a man 
named Haman, who hated the Jewish people. Do any of you 
remember who in our story was Jewish? Encourage response. Yes, 
Queen Esther! Haman quickly moved up the ranks in the kingdom 
and became second in command to the king. With this new position, 
when Haman walked by, the people were to bow before him. Choose 
a student to read Esther 3:2-6 aloud to the class. What was Haman’s 
reaction when Mordecai refused to bow to him and when Haman 
learned Mordecai was a Jew? Encourage response. Haman became so 
angry he plotted to kill all the Jews!

Display TE 7-5. Haman told the king that there was a group of people 
who did not obey Persian law. He offered to pay 10,000 talents of 
silver to have the people wiped out. Talents were the currency that 
was used during this time. Not only did the king agree to Haman’s 
offer, but he also gave Haman his ring. Any decree that had the 
king’s seal (made with the king’s ring) was law and could not be 
undone. Haman sent out a decree to all the king’s provinces that 
all Jews, young and old, women and children, were to be killed on a 
certain day (Esther 3:8-11).

When Mordecai learned of the decree, he was devastated. He tore 
his clothes and put on clothes for mourning and sat outside the 
king’s gate (Esther 4:1-2). When Esther saw Mordecai, he told her of 
the king’s plan and begged her to go before the king and plead for 
their lives. But there was a problem. Queen Esther couldn’t just go 
talk to the king; she had to be called in by him. Going to the king 
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Items Needed:
• TE 7-2—TE 7-5
•  Whiteboard and 

marker

TE 7-2

TE 7-3

TE 7-4

TE 7-5



without being called resulted in death unless the king holds out his 
gold scepter as a sign that he or she should be spared. Listen to 
what Mordecai said to Esther in response. Choose a student to read 
Esther 4:13-14 to the class. Queen Esther told Mordecai to gather all 
the Jews and pray for three days, and she would do the same (Esther 
4:15-16).

God heard the prayers of Queen Esther, Mordecai, and all the Jewish 
people. God worked His power even before Esther and Mordecai 
knew it. He placed Esther in just the right place at just the right 
time to save His people. Esther’s courageous faith in her God is an 
example to us to trust God, come to Him in difficult circumstances, 
and look for His plan no matter how hard life gets.

DIG DEEPER LG

So, what happened to Haman? After the three days of praying to 
God, Esther trusted God to protect 
her from death and she went before 
the king. He held out his golden 
scepter toward her. Several things 
happen which leads Haman to want 
to hang Mordecai.

The next day, before Haman could ask the king for permission 
to hang Mordecai, the king asks Haman how he should honor 
someone important. Haman thinks it is him and is humiliated when 
he discovers it’s none other than Mordecai, the one he wants to kill.

Display TE 7-6. While waiting for Haman to arrive to dine with the 
king and queen, Esther humbly presents her request to the king that 
her life and the life of her people be spared. The king was furious 
and when he learned it was Haman who was plotting all of this, 
he left to the room. When he returned, he saw Haman falling near 
Esther and he thought he was trying to harm her in his own palace. 
He ordered Haman to be hanged on the gallows he had built for 
Mordecai. But what about the Jewish people? Remember, once a 
decree is sent out with the king’s seal, it cannot be overturned. King 
Ahasuerus sent another decree that on the day the Jews were to be 
destroyed, they were allowed to defend themselves against anyone 
who tried to harm them.

APPLY IT SG LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 7 so each student will have one. If God did 
not place Esther where she was, the 
story might have a different ending. 
Throughout the story, though, we see 
God work in her life and the lives of 
the Jewish people. She kept her faith 
in God and trusted Him to be with 
her in every moment. The choices 
she had to make were not easy, but 
her reliance on God gave her the 
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TE 7-6

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

The persecution faced by 
God’s people demonstrates 
that bad things happen 
because the world is a sinful 
place.

Items Needed:
• TE 7-7
• Field Notes 7
• Colored pencils

Items Needed:
• TE 7-6



courage and wisdom she needed. We can trust and rely on God to 
be with us as we face hard choices, and we do not need to be afraid. 
Display TE 7-7 and introduce the application verse to the students. This 
verse from the book of Joshua reminds us that we can be strong 
and courageous. The Lord our God is with us wherever we go. Let’s 
say the verse together several times. Have the students say the verse 
several times with you. Then distribute Field Notes 7 and colored pencils 
to the students. Allow time for the students to color the picture of Queen 
Esther and then write the verse on the right side. Encourage the students to 
use the picture and the verse to remind them to have courageous faith like 
she did.

LIVE IT SG LG

As we study Esther’s life, we see over and over again how she relied 
on her faith and the teachings she 
learned as a child. There’s an old 
saying—you cannot control your 
circumstances, but you can control 
your reaction to them. Esther could 
not control her circumstances, but 
her reaction was based on her faith in God. She knew He was with 
her and would give her the wisdom and courage to do the right 
thing. God put her in just the right place for such a time as this. If we 
look for the “times such as this” and go to God in prayer for wisdom 
and guidance, He will use us to accomplish His plan. We must also 
trust in God’s timing and not ours. The time between when Haman 
sent the decree to have the Jews killed and when they were to be 
killed was 12 months! That’s a long time when it’s something as 
serious as what was happening. God’s timing is always right. We 
can trust God’s control over our lives because we know He has our 
best interest at heart.

Have the students turn to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. 
Your Next Step is to be like Esther and courageously face our 
circumstances by trusting God. Close in prayer, thanking God for giving 
us the example of Esther to follow in our everyday lives.
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TE 7-7

Field Notes 7

Field Notes 7

Items Needed:
• Field Notes 7

Are you on Facebook? Join the D6 Curriculum 
Teachers group, a place of community for you to 
share stories, ask questions, get advice, and engage 
in conversations with other D6 curriculum teachers.



Be Self-Disciplined
April 23, 2023 Lesson 8 Text: Daniel 1:1-21

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 

the Bible

The events in the book of Daniel took place 
during the time when God’s people had 
been taken into captivity to the Babylonians 
and later the Medo-Persian Empire from 
605 BC to 536 BC.

Lesson Objective:
Daniel and his friends showed self-discipline 
when they obeyed God’s laws. Make right choic-
es so others will see God’s spirit in us.

Application Verse:
Luke 4:8b

Family Theme:
Standing for What Is Right

GET STARTED
Option 1

q TE 8-1

q Timer

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 8-2

q Scissors

DIG DEEPER
q TE 8-3

q TE 8-4

q Scissors

APPLY IT
q TE 8-5

q TE 8-6

q Scissors

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 8

q Pencils

Bible Basics:
Learn the names and order of books 32–35 of the Old Testament (Jonah, Micah, Nahum, 
and Habskkuk) with your students.
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GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

Play a guessing game to introduce how we can 
be known by 
our words and 
actions. Before 

class, cut apart the cards from TE 8-1 
and place them face down on a table. 
Explain that a student will choose a card 
and make only sounds and actions to 
get the other students to guess what the 
object is within 30 seconds.

Just as you could guess these items when each person made the 
sounds or actions of the object, people can often know what we 
are like by the things we say and do. The Bible says even a child 
is known by what he or she does (Proverbs 20:11). People can’t 
see inside your heart, but they can see what you do. What do your 
actions tell others about you? Encourage response. Hopefully, they 
would say you are loving, honest, kind, respectful, and other words 
that reflect your relationship with Jesus. Today we’re going to begin 
learning about a man in the Old Testament named Daniel and how 
he and his friends took a stand for God.

Have the students face the front of the room and 
choose one student to be “it.”  The other students 
will pose and freeze in that pose. The student who 
is “it” will look closely at how the others are posed. 

He or she will then turn away from the other students. You will tap two 
students who will change their pose. The student who is “it” will then turn 
back around and try to identify the two who have changed positions. Repeat 
the activity as time allows.

Was it easy or hard to spot the changes? Encourage response. 
Sometimes it can be easy to see changes in people and other times 
it’s more difficult. But a person’s actions can show others what he 
or she is really like. Today we are going to learn about a man from 
the Old Testament named Daniel and how he and his friends took a 
stand for God.

STUDY THE WORD LG

Before class, cut apart the cards from TE 8-2 and place them so the 
questions are facing the students. Read 
the questions aloud before turning the 
card over to display the picture. Have 
the students find the book of Daniel 
in the Old Testament of their Bibles. 
Choose a student to read Daniel 1:1-4 
aloud. Who was Daniel and why was 
he in Babylon? Encourage response. 
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Items Needed:
• TE 8-1
• Timer

Items Needed:
• TE 8-2
• Scissors

Option 1

Option 2

TE 8-1



Turn over the picture from TE 8-2a. Daniel was a Hebrew who was 
taken captive to Babylon when King Nebuchadnezzar invaded his 
homeland of Jerusalem.

Choose a student to read Daniel 1:5-7 aloud. What did the king do for 
Daniel and the other chosen Hebrew men and for what reason? 
Encourage response. Turn over the picture from TE 8-2b. The king 
provided food (meat and wine) from his own table and gave the men 
opportunities to learn the language. The king wanted the men to 
serve him.

Choose a student to read Daniel 1:8 aloud. What decision did Daniel 
and his friends make in their minds and hearts? What action did 
they take? Encourage response. Turn over the picture from TE 8-2c. 
Daniel and his friends decided they would not go against God’s 
rules. They knew the king’s food was also shared with false gods. 
Daniel asked the man in charge if he and his friends could be 
excused from indulging in the king’s food and drink.

Choose a student to read Daniel 1:10-16 aloud. What agreement did 
Daniel and the man in charge come to? Encourage response. Turn over 
the picture from TE 8-2d. Daniel convinced the man in charge to give 
them a ten-day test to see how they would do, and the man agreed.

Choose a student to read Daniel 1:17-20 aloud. What happened at the 
end of the ten days? Encourage response. Turn over the picture from TE 
8-2e. At the end of the ten days, Daniel and his friends were stronger 
and healthier than all the other men. The king chose them to be 
some of his wise men.

The choices Daniel and his friends made showed others they were 
followers of the one, true God. They remained true to Him even 
though they were far from their family and home. Daniel knew what 
he believed, and he was not afraid to stand up for God.

Daniel and his friends are examples of what a follower of God 
should do.

DIG DEEPER LG

Before class, cut out the circles from the bottom of TE 8-3. Do any of you 
know what it means to be self-
disciplined? Encourage response. 
Display TE 8-3 and add TE 8-3a where 
indicated. Self-discipline is when we 
make ourselves do what we know 
we should. It is a work of the Holy 
Spirit and is a gift of grace from God. 
We often associate self-discipline 
with things like exercise, eating, spending, watching TV, etc., but it 
covers more than just that. It’s choosing to do the right thing when 
your teacher walks out of the room or obeying your parents even 
if you don’t want to. Daniel had self-discipline, especially when it 
came to his faith. God had certain rules and Daniel did not want to 
go against those rules. Listen to the following situations and think 
about what the right thing is in each one. Read the situations from TE 
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TE 8-2

Items Needed:
• TE 8-3—TE 8-4
• Scissors

TE 8-3

TE 8-4

TE 8-2 (back)



8-4. Self-discipline is making the right choice over and over. We can 
follow Daniel’s example and develop this character trait in our lives.

APPLY IT SG LG

Before class, cut apart the pieces from TE 8-6 and place them in various 
places in the room.

Do you think it was easy for Daniel 
to stand against what everyone else 
was doing and ask for vegetables 
and water? Encourage response. It 
would have been easier for Daniel 
to just go along with what the other 
young men were doing. Daniel loved 
and served only the one, true God.

Display TE 8-5 and introduce the application verse to the students by having 
the student say it with you. We are to only worship the one, true God. 
He is the only One whom we should serve. Daniel knew this and 
boldly stood for what is right. We can do the same. It’s not always 
easy to do what is right, but it’s the choice we should always make. 
Divide the students into five groups and have each group link arms. Choose 
a group to go first and have them find the first set of words to the application 
verse and pick it up (while keeping arms linked together). Then they will go to 
another group and link arms with that group. Those in the second group will 
look for the second set of words to the verse while remaining linked to the 
first. Continue until all the pieces of the application verse have been found. 
Have the students say the verse together. If time allows, repeat the activity 
letting a different group go first.

LIVE IT SG LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 8 so each student will have one. Distribute 
Field Notes 8 and pencils to the 
students. Have them fold it in half and 
turn to the inside. Have the students 
answer the questions as you discuss 
them. What are some characteristics 
that Daniel and his three friends 
were known for? Encourage response 
(smart, obedient, loyal, and self-
disciplined). What are some ways that Daniel and his friends were 
self-disciplined? Encourage response. What was the result of their 
actions? Encourage response. God made the men ten times wiser 
than all the others. Their words and actions showed not only the 
king, but also the other men that they were devoted to God. They 
obeyed God’s laws even if it meant they might be punished. They 
were known as people who loved God and served Him. We can 
follow their example in our choices to show others our love for God 
in the ways we serve Him.

In the area indicated on your Field Notes, I want you to write 
some areas you feel you are very self-disciplined. Allow some time 
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

God’s work on behalf of Daniel 
and his companions while in 
captivity demonstrates that God is 
the Sovereign Lord of all.

Items Needed:
• TE 8-5—TE 8-6
• Scissors

TE 8-5

TE 8-6

Items Needed:
• Field Notes 8
• Pencils

Field Notes 8



for the students to do so. Now, write some areas you feel you need 
to be more self-disciplined. Allow time for the students to do so. As 
Christians, we have the Holy Spirit to help us. When you know what 
the right thing is, do it even when you don’t feel like it. Do the right 
thing even if others aren’t. Just like Daniel’s situation wasn’t easy, 
ours won’t always be either. But we can stand for what is right 
just like he did. Have the students turn to the Next Step section on their 
Field Notes. Your Next Step is to make right choices so others will 
see God’s spirit in us. Close in prayer asking God to help you and your 
students follow Daniel’s example and be self-disciplined.
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Field Notes 8

Splink is a simple way to link your family 
together spiritually. Through FREE weekly emails 
packed with ideas, Splink helps you and your 
family engage in conversation. Whether it’s 
making memories or having fun together, Splink 

allows you to capture those teachable moments to impress 
spiritual truths and life lessons on your kids. No matter where 
you are, there’s always time to Splink!

Sign up for Splink at D6family.com/Splink.



Be Courageous
April 30, 2023 Lesson 9 Text: Daniel 3:1-30

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

The events in the book of Daniel took place 
during the time when God’s people had 
been taken into captivity to the Babylonians 
and later the Medo-Persian Empire from 605 
BC to 536 BC.

Lesson Objective:
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego demonstrat-
ed courage when refusing to worship the king’s 
idol. Know the right thing and do the right thing 
no matter what others do.

Application Verse:
Luke 4:8b

Family Theme:
Standing Against Idolatry

Bible Basics:
Learn Luke 4:8b with your students.
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q Sheet of copy paper

q Tape

q Small book

Option 2

q Tape measure

q Painters’ tape

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 9-1

q TE 9-2

q Scissors

DIG DEEPER
q TE 8-3

q TE 9-3

q Field Notes 9

q Colored pencils

q Scissors

APPLY IT
q TE 8-5

q Can of fruit with a label

q Ping-Pong ball

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 9



GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

Display the piece of paper, the book, and some 
tape. Ask the 
students if they 
think the paper 

can hold up the book. Allow different 
students to try. If no one figures a way, 
take the piece of paper and roll it tightly 
into a tube. Tape it to secure that it stays 
rolled up. Hold the tube in one hand 
and place the book on top of the open 
end of the tube (the paper should hold up the book). Raise your hand if 
you thought the piece of paper would be able to hold up the book. 
Encourage response. Once the paper was rolled up, it was able to 
support the book. We will all face a time when it’s hard to have the 
strength to do what is right, but we can trust God to help us through 
it. Today we are going to learn about a time when Daniel’s friends—
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—trusted God to help them out of 
a fiery situation

If possible, do this activity outside. If that is not 
an option, find 
a very long 
hallway or area 

so the students can visualize the height 
of the idol. Do any of you know what 
an idol is? Encourage response. An 
idol is anything we put before God. 
Today we are going to learn about 
a king who made an idol that was 
90 feet tall! To help us visualize just how tall it was, let’s measure 
it out. Proceed to the area. Place a strip of the painters’ tape at the mark 
where you begin measuring. Allow the students to measure in five-foot 
increments and allow as many students as possible a chance to measure. 
When you get to the end of the 90 feet, place another strip of the painters’ 
tape so the students can see the distance between the two. Why do you 
suppose the king made such a huge idol? Encourage response. He 
might have wanted others to think it was very important or for 
others to be able to see it from a long distance. Whatever the king’s 
reason for doing so, it went against God’s command. God made it 
very clear in the Ten Commandments that we are not to worship 
idols or put anything or anyone before Him. He should have first 
place in every part of our lives. As we learn more about the king’s 
idol, listen to how Daniel’s three friends—Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego—courageously took a stand for God.
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Option 1

Option 2

Items Needed:
• Sheet of copy paper
• Tape
• Small book

Items Needed:
•  Tape measure (see 

sidebar)
• Painters’ tape

Take Note:

Measure five feet of yarn, thread, 
string, ribbon, or other easily 
movable item for the students to 
use to measure out 90 feet.



STUDY THE WORD LG

Before class, cut out the number one along the dotted lines from TE 9-1 
and TE 9-2 (do not cut the individual 
pictures). In the lesson, TE 9-1 will reflect 
how the king of Babylon gave the idol 
first place in his life. TE 9-2 will reflect 
how Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
gave God first place in their lives.

Last week we learned three men, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, took a stand with Daniel 
against eating the king’s food. Today we will learn about another 
time they stood up for God in a different way. Display TE 9-1 and 
point to the picture of the golden statue. The king of Babylon was a 
man named Nebuchadnezzar and he made a giant statue—it was 
ninety feet tall and nine feet wide—for the people to worship. He 
commanded that when the music played, every person must bow 
to the ground to worship the statue. Anyone who refused would 
immediately be thrown into a burning furnace. Point to the picture of 
everyone except for the three men worshiping the idol. When the music 
played, almost everyone in Babylon bowed down and worshiped 
the idol. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to worship the 
false idol because they knew they were to only worship the one, 
true God. Point to the picture of the people talking to King Nebuchadnezzar. 
Some people, who saw the three men did not worship the statue, 
reported them to King Nebuchadnezzar. How do you think the king 
reacted to this news? Encourage response. Point to the picture of King 
Nebuchadnezzar with the three men. The king was furious and called 
for the three men to be brought to him immediately. He asked them 
if the accusation was true and gave them another chance to bow 
to the statue or be thrown into the fiery furnace. What do you think 
the three men did? Encourage response. They refused to bow to the 
false idol again. They courageously told the king, “Our God whom 
we serve will deliver us from the burning furnace. He will deliver us 
out of your hand. But whether He does or not, we will not serve your 
gods or worship the idol you have set up.”  Point to the last picture on 
TE 9-1. King Nebuchadnezzar became so angry at their answer that 
he insisted the furnace be heated seven times hotter than normal. 
He ordered the men to be tied up and thrown immediately into the 
furnace. Because the king’s order was urgent and the furnace was 
overheated, even the soldiers who took them to the furnace died.

Display TE 9-2 and point to the first picture. But when the three Jews 
were in the furnace, King Nebuchadnezzar saw something strange. 
He quickly asked his counselors, “Did we not put just three men 
tied up into the furnace?” Of course, they answered they did. Point 
to the second picture. The king told his counselors that he saw four 
men who were not tied up walking in the flames and not even hurt! 
Then the king said the fourth one looks like a son of the gods. 
Can you imagine what was going through all their minds? The 
king went toward the furnace and called their names, “Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come 
out!” Point to the third picture. The three Jewish men came out of the 
fire and amazed the king and all his men as there was not a single 
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Items Needed:
• TE 9-1—TE 9-2
• Scissors

TE 9-2

TE 9-1



hair on their head that was burnt. Their clothes were not harmed, 
and they did not even smell like fire! Point to the bottom picture on 
TE 9-2. The king realized that their God was the one, true God. He 
said, “Blessed be this God who has sent His angel to deliver His 
servants. They trusted in Him and went against my command and 
would rather be put in the burning furnace than serve and worship 
any other but their God. Therefore, I make a decree if anyone speaks 
against their God, they will be torn limb from limb and their houses 
wrecked for there is no other God who is able to rescue in this way.”

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego put God first in their lives and 
He honored their choice.

DIG DEEPER LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 9 so each student will have one. Distribute 
Field Notes 9 and colored pencils to the 
students. Have them fold it in half and 
turn to the inside. Cut out the circle from 
TE 8-3b (if it was not cut out last week). 
Add TE 8-3b to TE 8-3 where indicated. 
Courage is doing the right thing 
even when we are afraid. Have the 
students repeat that definition with you 
and write the word courage on their Field 
Notes. How did Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego have courage to do 
what was right? Encourage response. 
How can we have courage to do what is right, even when we are 
afraid? Encourage response. Display TE 9-3. Two words can help us 
have courage: Know and Do. Let the students color the two words on 
their Field Notes.

First, you must know God and His words. God has given us clear 
instructions about right and wrong in the Bible. When you are not 
sure what to do, ask yourself “what does God say about this?” If 
God has given us clear instructions, we don’t have to wonder what 
the right thing to do is. Knowing God’s Word helps give us courage 
to do the right thing.

Even when we know what God’s Word says, we still must choose to 
do it. We must do what is right no matter how we feel. Do you think 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego felt afraid when they chose not 
to bow? Encourage response. Do you think they felt afraid when they 
faced the king? Encourage response. Do you think they felt afraid 
when they were tied up and led to the burning furnace? Encourage 
response. They probably were afraid all those times, but their fear 
didn’t stop them from doing the right thing. They understood that no 
matter what happened to them, they were doing the right thing and 
honoring God.
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Items Needed:
• TE 8-3
• TE 9-3
• Field Notes 9
• Colored pencils
• Scissors

Field Notes 9

TE 8-3

TE 9-3

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

The persecution the young 
Hebrews were subjected to 
demonstrates that we are 
involved in a spiritual warfare and 
bad things happen because the 
world is a sinful place.



APPLY IT SG LG

Display the can and ask students to guess what is inside. How do you 
know there are (name of fruit) inside 
this can? Encourage response. We 
can’t see inside the can, but the 
label tells us what is inside. No one 
can see our hearts and minds, but 
our words and actions reveal what 
is inside us. King Nebuchadnezzar 
and the other people in Babylon saw, 
through the actions of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, their love 
for God. Their actions revealed their 
hearts. Display TE 8-5 and review the 
application verse with the students by having them say it with you. The 
three men knew God’s Word said they were to only worship the one, 
true God and they courageously obeyed it. What are some idols 
that we have today? Encourage response. If students are struggling to 
come up with answers, help them with suggestions like sports, TV, money, 
fame, celebrities, social media, etc. Are any of those things necessarily 
wrong? Encourage response. No, but when we make them more 
important than God, they become idols, and at that point they 
become sinful. Nothing and no one should come before God in our 
lives. Divide the students into two groups and ping pong the words of the 
verse. If you brought a Ping-Pong ball, use it as a visual to help the students 
go back and forth. Always keep the ball in your hands. Consider bouncing 
the ball twice on one side to indicate that group should say the next two 
words. This helps keep the students watching to see what they are to do.

LIVE IT SG LG

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego learned about the one, true God 
before they were taken away from 
their home in Jerusalem. They knew 
God created the world and had done 
many miracles for His people. They 
knew God should be first place in 
their minds and hearts. They knew 
King Nebuchadnezzar’s statue was 
an idol and that God had commanded them not to worship idols (in 
the Ten Commandments). They not only knew the right thing to do, but 
they also had the courage to do it. These three men did not have the 
Holy Spirit, but as believers, we do. He will help us know what is right 
and give us the courage to do the right thing so we will honor God. 
Were Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego alone? Encourage response. 
No, God was with them, and He protected them. God is always with 
us too. When you are afraid, you can pray and ask God to help you 
know the right thing to do and give you the courage to do it.

Have the students turn to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your 
Next Step is to know the right thing to do and choose to do the right 
thing no matter what others do. Close in prayer asking God to give each 
of you courage to always do the right thing.
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Items Needed:
• TE 8-5
•  Can of fruit with a 

label
•  Ping-Pong ball 

(optional)

Items Needed:
• Field Notes 9

Field Notes 9

TE 8-5



Be Faithful
May 7, 2023 Lesson 10 Text: Daniel 6:1-28

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 

the Bible

The events in the book of Daniel took place 
during the time when God’s people had 
been taken into captivity to the Babylonians 
and later the Medo-Persian Empire from 
605 BC to 536 BC.

Lesson Objective:
Daniel remained faithful to God and God pro-
tected him while in the lions’ den. Be faithful to 
God in every area of your life.

Application Verse:
Luke 4:8b

Family Theme:
Standing Against Opposition

GET STARTED
Option 1

q Various magnets

Option 2

q TE 10-1

q Scissors

q Timer

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 10-2

DIG DEEPER
q TE 8-3

q Scissors

APPLY IT
q TE 8-5

q TE 8-6

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 10

q Pencils

q Whiteboard and marker

Bible Basics:
What is prayer? Prayer is speaking to God.
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GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

Allow the students to play with the magnets. The 
ends of a 
magnet are 
called poles. 

One end is called the north pole and 
the other is called the south pole. 
If you line up two magnets so the 
south pole of one faces the north 
pole of the other, they will pull toward each other. The magnets are 
attracted to one another. But if you line up the magnets so two of 
the same poles face each other, the magnets will push away from 
each other. They are in opposition to each other.

Sin and God are in opposition to each other. God cannot be with 
sin and sin is not in God. Today we are going to learn about another 
time in Daniel’s life where he chose to stand in opposition of what 
the king at the time wanted. Instead, Daniel chose to keep his faith 
in God.

Before class, cut apart the cards from TE 10-1 and 
place them on a 
table at the front 
of the room. 

Ask for a volunteer to choose a card and 
act out (without using any words) as 
many good habits as he or she can in 15 
seconds while the other students try to 
guess the habit. The student cannot move 
to a new card until someone correctly 
guesses the habit being acted out. Continue until all the cards have been 
acted out.

A habit is something you do over and over until it becomes part of 
what you do. Why are good habits important? Encourage response. 
Today we are going to learn about a good habit that Daniel had that 
led him to get into trouble with the king.

STUDY THE WORD LG

Before class, copy TE 10-2 so each student will have one. Divide the 
students into two groups and give each 
student a copy of TE 10-2. One group 
will be designated to be the sound and 
the other group will do the action. Allow 
time as indicated for the groups to either 
do the sound or the action as indicated.
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Option 1

Option 2

Items Needed:
• Various magnets

Items Needed:
• TE 10-1
• Scissors
• Timer

Items Needed:
• TE 10-2

Take Note:

On a historical note, and for your 
reference, Darius had overthrown 
the Babylonian empire and 
Darius was the new king as 
recorded in Daniel 5:30-31.

TE 10-1

TE 10-2 (back)

TE 10-2



Many years had passed since Daniel had been captured and began 
serving the king. He was now a much older man, but he was still 
faithful to the one, true God. Let’s look in Daniel, chapter 6.

There was a new king named Darius. (Sound: Clap loudly.) Realizing 
how big his kingdom was, King Darius set 120 princes over the 
kingdom and over these, he appointed three presidents. Of these 
three, Daniel was favored above them all. King Darius knew there 
was something different about Daniel and his great abilities and 
wisdom. Because of this, the king planned to put Daniel in charge of 
his entire kingdom. (Sound: Clap loudly.)

As the king’s favorite, the other presidents and princes became very 
jealous of Daniel. That jealousy grew into so much hatred that they 
began to look for something to accuse him of. (ACTION: whole group 
huddles together.) They wanted Daniel gone. But Daniel was faithful 
and trustworthy; they could not find him doing anything wrong. 
So, the men plotted a plan that would use his faithfulness to God 
against him.

This was their sneaky plan. (Sound: Soft mumbling by the whole group) 
The men went before the king and complimented him and told him 
they wanted his kingdom to last forever. That sounded good to King 
Darius. Now that they had his attention, they continued with their 
plan. They convinced him that because he was such a good king, 
there needed to be a law that for the next 30 days any person who 
prayed to any god or man other than King Darius would be thrown 
into a lions’ den. (ACTION: whole group forms praying hands.) King 
Darius liked that plan. He felt everyone should give him such honor 
and respect, so he passed the law.

What do you think Daniel did when he heard about this new law? 
Encourage response. He did not panic and worry. He went home and 
prayed like he usually did. (ACTION: whole group forms praying hands.) 
Daniel had a good habit of talking to God at least three times a 
day. He even kept the windows open because he was not ashamed. 
Of course, the princes and presidents were watching Daniel to see 
what he would do. (ACTION: Pretend to be looking through binoculars.) 
After they saw him praying, they quickly went to King Darius and 
told him what Daniel had been doing. They reminded the king of the 
new law and the consequences for disobeying it. (Sound: Stomping 
feet.)

Remember, the king liked Daniel and so when he heard this, he was 
very sad. (Sound: Moan in sadness and disappointment.) All that day, he 
tried and tried to think of a way to get Daniel out of the mess—which 
he put him in. The officials insisted the law could not be changed 
and Daniel must be thrown into the lions’ den. (ACTION: whole group 
stands and yells, “It’s the law!”) Before Daniel was thrown in the den, 
the king said to him, “The King who you faithfully serve, He will 
deliver you.”

With that, Daniel was thrown into the den and King Darius went 
back to his palace. (Sound: Whole group pretends to cry softly.) The king 
was so upset and worried that he could not eat or sleep. So early 
the next morning, he did not send a servant, but went himself to 
check on Daniel. As he approached the lions’ den, he yelled, “Daniel, 
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I know you trust and serve a living God, but was He able to deliver 
you from the lions? Is your faith still in God?”

Daniel answered, “I’m here because my God sent His angel to shut 
the lions’ mouths. I am innocent before God and before you.”  The 
king was filled with excitement and joy. (Sound: Clap loudly.) He 
ordered Daniel to be lifted from the lions’ den. (ACTION: group raises 
Daniel from lion’s den by joining hands to act like pulling a chain up from 
the floor.) To the amazement of everyone, Daniel was not hurt at 
all—no scratches, bites, or broken bones. But the king’s emotions 
went from joy to anger, and he demanded all the men who falsely 
accused Daniel be thrown into the lions’ den. Unlike Daniel, the 
lions immediately destroyed the men.

King Darius enacted a new law that stated everyone should tremble 
with fear in honor to the God whom Daniel trusted. He is the one, 
true God and His kingdom will never be destroyed. God rescues and 
saves those who trust in Him, and He performs miracles. Daniel was 
rewarded for being faithful. (Sound and ACTION: Everyone stands and 
high fives each other.)

DIG DEEPER LG

Cut out the circle (TE 8-3c) if it is not already cut out. Add TE 8-3c to TE 8-3 
where indicated. We are to be faithful 
which means we are to be where we 
are supposed to be and do what we 
are supposed to do. Have the students 
say the definition to the person on each 
side of them. Daniel was faithful to 
God from the time he was taken as 
a slave to Babylon to when he was 
much older and went against King Darius’ law. Many people who 
study the Bible believe Daniel had been in captivity for at least 70 
years. His faithfulness and commitment to God and His Word began 
at a young age and continued to grow over his lifetime. No matter 
who the king was or what his job was, Daniel chose to serve and 
obey God. He was where he was supposed to be, and he did all that 
he was supposed to do. Daniel was faithful through and through.

APPLY IT SG LG

Mix up the pieces from TE 8-6 and place them face down. Did everyone 
like Daniel? Encourage response. 
No, but instead of changing who 
he was to make others like him, he 
remained faithful to living for God as 
he had always done, Daniel’s focus 
remained on honoring and serving 
God. His was the only opinion Daniel cared about. What about you? 
Do you change who you are when you are around certain people? Or 
do you stay true to God and His Word no matter who is around you? 
Encourage response. Daniel’s choices and behavior influenced the 
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Items Needed:
• TE 8-3
• Scissors

Items Needed:
• TE 8-5—TE 8-6

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

The officials’ efforts to use 
Daniel’s faith to have him killed 
demonstrate that we are involved 
in spiritual warfare.

TE 8-6

TE 8-3



king’s perception of him because he stayed true to his faith. Who 
are your choices and behavior influencing? Encourage response.

Display TE 8-5 and review the application verse with the students by having 
them say it with you. Daniel refused to worship any god other than the 
one, true God. As a result, God blessed Daniel and protected him. 
Have the students form a line. Explain that they will, one at a time, run to the 
pieces of the application verse (TE 8-6). They will choose a piece to turn 
over. If it is the first words of the verse, they can keep it turned over and put 
it at the front of the other pieces. If it is not, they are to turn it back over and 
run back to the line. The next person will go to the pieces and repeat until all 
the pieces are in the correct order.

LIVE IT SG LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 10 so each student will have one. Daniel 
not only showed us what being faithful means, but he also 
demonstrated it with his actions 
despite the consequences. He prayed 
with the windows open even after 
the law was passed. Daniel lived 
his life fully for God. Write the words: 
home, church, school, and with friends 
on the whiteboard. Distribute Field 
Notes 10 and pencils to the students. 
Have them fold it in half and turn to the 
inside. Have them write on their Field Notes ways they can be faithful to 
God in the different areas. Brainstorm ideas together and write them on the 
whiteboard. Suggestions are provided in the sidebar to help the students. 
What are ways you can be faithful at home? Encourage response. How 
can you be faithful at church? Encourage response. What about at 
school? How can you be faithful to God there? Encourage response. 
What about with your friends? What are ways you can demonstrate 
faithfulness to God when you are with them? Encourage response. 
Daniel was faithful to God throughout his life. He did not wait to be 
faithful when it was time for the lions’ den. You and I can learn from 
his example and be faithful to God in all situations, big or small, as 
we learn to trust a God who is always faithful to us. Have the students 
turn to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to 
be faithful to God in every area of your life. End class with prayer 
for yourself and your students to remember to follow Daniel’s example of 
faithfulness no matter what is happening in our lives.
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Items Needed:
• Field Notes 10
• Pencils
•  Whiteboard and 

marker

Home: obeying parents, 
being helpful, having a right 
attitude, not complaining, 
reading Bible each day, 
praying daily

Church: attending regularly, 
paying attention, not causing 
disruptions, using kind words, 
participating, learning what 
God’s Word says

School: working diligently, 
paying attention, not causing 
disruptions, being respectful, 
being helpful, using kind 
words, praying before lunch

With friends: being loyal, 
making right choices, being a 
good influence, sharing Jesus 
with them, being truthful

Field Notes 10

Field Notes 10

TE 8-5



Pray Every Day

May 14, 2023 Lesson 11 Text: Matthew 6:9-13; 7:7-11; 
Romans 8:26-27; John 14:34

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

The principles of prayer taught in this lesson 
apply all throughout the Scriptures.

Lesson Objective:
We can talk to God through prayer, and we 
can trust that He hears every prayer. Develop 
the habit of growing your relationship with God 
through prayer.

Application Verse:
1 John 5:14

Family Theme:
Principles of Prayer

Bible Basics:
Learn 1 John 5:14 with your students.
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q TE 11-1

q TE 11-2

q Pencils

q Scissors

q Bag

Option 2

q Kite string

q Paper cups

q Hole punch

q Scissors

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 11-3

DIG DEEPER
q Field Notes 11

q Pencils

APPLY IT
q TE 11-4

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 11



GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

Before class, copy TE 11-1 so each student will 
have one. Also, 
cut apart the 
strips from TE 

11-2 and place in the bag. Distribute TE 
11-1 and pencils to the students. Instruct 
the students to use the words at the top 
of the paper and write one in each box. 
Not every word will be used, and do not 
write more than one word in a square. 
You will choose a strip from the bag and 
read it aloud. If the students have that 
word written on their paper, they are to make an X on it. The first student 
to have five Xs in a row, vertically, diagonally, or horizontally, should stand 
up. Check the words that have been called out. All our words relate to 
prayer. Today we are going to learn how we can talk to God through 
prayer.

Cut a length of non-stretchable kite string, equal 
to the width of 
your classroom. 
Punch a hole 

in the bottom of two larger paper cups. 
Feed the string through the hole in the 
bottom of the cup and tie a knot in the 
string or tape it to the inside bottom of 
the cup. Give the cups with the string to 
two students. Have them stand on each 
side of the room. Pull the string tight, 
but not so tight it pops the bottom off 
the cup. Have one student talk into the cup, and the other student place the 
cup at his or her ear. The string should act like a telephone line. The student 
should be able to hear what is said on the other end.

Do any of you know why this works? Encourage response. When 
you speak into the cup, sound waves are created that change into 
vibrations at the bottom of the cup. These vibrations run along the 
string and change back into sound waves at the other cup. Sound 
waves also travel through air but travel better through solid items 
such as the cup and string. Today we are going to learn about 
talking to God through prayer. When we talk to God, He hears us no 
matter where we are.
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Items Needed:
• TE 11-1—TE 11-2
• Pencils
• Scissors
• Bag

Option 1

Items Needed:
• Kite string
• Paper cups
• Hole punch
• Scissors

Option 2

TE 11-1

TE 11-2



STUDY THE WORD LG

Today we are going to learn about prayer. Do any of you know 
what prayer is? Encourage response. 
Display TE 11-3. Prayer is simply 
talking to God. Why is prayer 
important to the life of a Christian? 
Encourage response. When we talk 
to our friends, we are growing our 
relationship with them. We tell our 
close friends the things that are happening in our lives, things we 
struggle with, and we share our joys with them. God wants us to do 
those same things with Him. Prayer helps us grow our relationship 
with God. When we talk to God, we can tell Him how we are feeling, 
things that frustrate us, things that make us sad, and things that 
make us happy. God hears our every prayer, and He cares about 
the things happening in our lives. God will not tell others about 
the things we share with Him, and we can go to Him for advice and 
guidance.

Choose a student to read Matthew 7:7-12 aloud. This is from Jesus’ 
Sermon on the Mount. When Jesus spoke to His followers, He told 
them not to give up when they pray. He gave the illustration that if 
a son asked for bread from his earthly father, he would not give him 
a rock. If a son asked his earthly father for fish, he would not give 
him a snake. Jesus wanted the people to know their heavenly Father 
would certainly do better than that. God is a good and loving Father, 
eager to hear and respond to our needs.

Choose a student to read Romans 8:26-27 aloud. Have you ever been 
in a situation when you weren’t sure how to pray or you just didn’t 
have the right words? Encourage response. The Bible tells us the 
Holy Spirit intercedes for us. Do you know what the word intercede 
means? Encourage response. It means to be the go-between or to do 
something on behalf of someone else. The Holy Spirit knows our 
hearts and there are times when we can’t find the words to express 
to God how we are feeling or what we should pray for. The Holy 
Spirit takes our burdens and emotions and intercedes on our behalf 
to the Father.

Choose a student to read John 14:13-14. We are to pray in Jesus’ name. 
Raise your hand if you have ever ended a prayer with the words: “in 
Jesus’ name.” Allow the students to respond. Most of them should raise 
their hands. Do any of you know what that really means? Encourage 
response. In biblical times, a person’s name told many things about 
him or her. It could tell what social class he or she was in, what he 
or she did for a living, or even their heritage. When we pray in Jesus’ 
name, we are saying we are asking these things according to His 
will and His character. Remember, God will never give us things that 
go against who He is.

Prayer is an important part of a believer’s life. It is one way we 
become stronger in our faith. Remember the example of Daniel’s 
prayer life that we learned about last week? Daniel didn’t just talk 
to God when it was convenient. It was a daily part of his life.
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Items Needed:
• TE 11-3

TE 11-3



DIG DEEPER LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 11 so each student will have one. Have any 
of you heard of the Lord’s Prayer? 
Encourage response. We call it the 
Lord’s Prayer because Jesus prayed 
it when He was on earth. Jesus gave 
us an example of how to pray to God 
with the Lord’s Prayer. Distribute Field 
Notes 11 and pencils to the students. 
Have them fold it in half and turn to the 
inside. Have the students find Matthew 6:9-13 in their Bibles. Instruct the 
students to write on their Field Notes what the different verses from the 
Lord’s Prayer means. You can choose to have different students read the 
verses or you can read them aloud.

Our prayers start with God. The word hallowed means holy or 
greatly honored. When we are praying, we should remember we 
are talking to our Father in Heaven (Matthew 6:9). We are to ask for 
God’s will to be done on earth (6:10). God’s will is His plan. What do 
you think God’s will (or plan) is for everyone? Encourage response. 
Second Peter 3:9 says God does not want anyone to perish, but 
for everyone to come to repentance. God wants everyone to be 
in Heaven with Him. What do you think daily bread is? Encourage 
response. It’s more than just food; Jesus is asking God to give us 
what we need each day to make the kind of choices we need to 
make (6:11).

The next phrases ask God to forgive us for the things we have done 
wrong, and then asks Him to help us avoid those things in the future 
(6:12-13). The focus of the prayer Jesus taught His disciples moves 
from God to us in these verses.

James 5:16 tells us our prayers are powerful. It’s not because we are 
powerful, but rather we are praying to the one, true God from whom 
all power comes.

APPLY IT SG LG

Prayer is simply a conversation with God. We have access to God 
every moment of every day, but we 
often remember to pray when we 
need something from God. Prayer 
becomes more valuable the more 
we practice it. Display TE 11-4 and 
introduce the application verse to the 
students by reading it to them. What 
does this verse tell us? Encourage response. If we ask anything 
according to God’s will, He hears us. How do we know how to 
ask things according to His will? Encourage response. We learn by 
spending time with Him in His Word and in prayer. Let’s say this 
verse together several times. Let the students say the verse with you. 
Divide the students into two groups and have one group say the words to 
the application verse a few at a time and the other group echo the words 

60

Items Needed:
• Field Notes 11
• Pencils

Items Needed:
• TE 11-4

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Praying in Jesus’ name 
recognizes that Jesus is the 
Sovereign Lord of all.

Field Notes 11

TE 11-4



back to the first group. Once the entire verse has been said, switch the 
groups with the second group saying the words and the first group echoing 
them back.

LIVE IT SG LG

How does prayer work? Prayer works when we realize we have a 
holy God who allows us to pray to 
Him, asking Him to help us live our 
lives for Him every day. We are not 
the one who is making it work, but 
God is. One of the best things you 
can do right now is to start the habit 
of spending time with God every day 
in prayer and Bible reading. By starting now, it will become a habit. 
What are some habits you have? Encourage response. If students aren’t 
sure, ask them if they brush their teeth every day, put on a seatbelt when they 
get in the car, or wash their hands after using the restroom. How did these 
things become habits? Encourage response. They are habits because 
you made it a point to do it. After a while, you didn’t have to think 
about doing those things. They just became part of your routine. 
Time with God through prayer and studying His Word should be 
part of your routine so that we grow our relationship with Him. 
Have the students turn to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your 
Next Step is to develop the habit of growing your relationship with 
God through prayer. End class with prayer for yourself and your students 
thanking God for the privilege of talking with Him and that He hears every 
prayer.
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Items Needed:
• Field Notes 11

Field Notes 11

Splink is a simple way to link your family 
together spiritually. Through FREE weekly emails 
packed with ideas, Splink helps you and your 
family engage in conversation. Whether it’s 
making memories or having fun together, Splink 

allows you to capture those teachable moments to impress 
spiritual truths and life lessons on your kids. No matter where 
you are, there’s always time to Splink!

Sign up for Splink at D6family.com/Splink.



God’s Amazing Grace
May 21, 2023 Lesson 12 Text: 2 Peter 1:1-21

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 

the Bible

Peter likely wrote this second letter to 
Christians scattered throughout Asia Minor 
sometime between AD 64-67.

Lesson Objective:
Peter wrote to fellow believers to encourage 
them to grow in grace. Be thankful for God’s 
grace, trust in His promises, and grow our faith.

Application Verse:
2 Peter 3:18

Family Theme:
Growing in Grace

GET STARTED
Option 1

q Index cards

q Pen

Option 2

q Green roll of crepe paper

q Small pieces of paper

q Marker

q Music

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 12-1

q Field Notes 12

q Permanent marker

q Pencils

DIG DEEPER
q TE 12-2

q Permanent marker

APPLY IT
q TE 12-3

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 12

q Whiteboard and marker

Bible Basics:
Learn 2 Peter 3:18 with your students.
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GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

Write the following words on index cards: grace, 
peace, sin, 
forgive, and 
Bible. Divide 

the students into pairs. Explain that in 
each round, one person from each pair 
will come to the front to view the word. At 
the appointed time, that student will write 
the letters to the given word on his or her 
partner’s back using only his or her finger. The partner will try to figure out 
the word. If a student thinks he or she knows the word, the student should 
raise his or her hand and whisper in your ear what the word is. If the student 
is correct, the pair will receive a point. If he or she is incorrect, the round 
continues until someone correctly guesses the word. After each round, the 
partners will switch roles. The first partner who was guessing, will now be 
the one to come view the word and try to get his or her partner to guess the 
next word.

Was it easy or hard to guess the words given as each letter was 
traced on your back? Encourage response. All these words are related 
to our lesson. Today we are going to learn what Peter wrote in his 
second letter about growing in grace.

Write the letters of the theme (Growing in Grace) 
on the small 
pieces of paper. 
Randomly, place 

the pieces of paper at the end of the 
crepe paper and begin wrapping until the 
paper is covered. Continue adding letters 
and wrapping until all the letters have 
been covered. Display the crepe paper 
ball. Have the students sit in a circle so 
they are close enough to easily hand the 
ball to the person to their right. Tell the 
students that when the music stops, the 
person holding the ball will unwrap it to 
find a letter. The letter will be set aside, 
and the music will begin again. There are two simple rules: no throwing 
the ball and no one is allowed a second turn at unraveling for a letter until 
everyone has had a turn. After all the letters have been unwrapped, let the 
students work together to unscramble the letters to discover the theme. If 
the students are struggling to figure out the words, give them hints such as 
the first word begins with the letter G, the first word has seven letters in it, 
etc.

Our theme for this week is Growing in Grace. Today we will begin 
reading through Peter’s second letter to his fellow believers to learn 
what he said about growing in grace.
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Items Needed:
• Index cards
• Pen

Option 1

Items Needed:
•  Green roll of crepe 

paper
• Small pieces of paper
• Marker
•  Music (CD player and 

CD, smartphone, or 
iPad)

Option 2 Take Note:

Generally, one roll of crepe 
paper is 81 feet. That is enough 
to sufficiently cover at least 15 
pieces of paper.



STUDY THE WORD LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 12 so each student will have one. Distribute 
Field Notes 12 and pencils to the 
students. Have them fold it in half and 
turn to the inside. Instruct the students to 
fill in the blanks as you talk about Peter’s 
letter. Peter wrote a second letter 
that is in the New Testament in our 
Bibles. In this letter to the Christians 
in his time (and us), he encouraged 
the believers to grow in grace and 
warned the people about false 
teachings. Do any of you know what 
grace is? Encourage response. Display TE 12-1. Grace is something 
given to us that we do not deserve. God, in His grace, sent Jesus to 
take our punishment for sin. Ephesians 2:8 tells us we are saved by 
grace through faith. God’s grace is key to our relationship with Him.

Let’s focus on three truths from 2 Peter 1. Have the students find 
2 Peter 1 in their Bibles. Choose a student to read 2 Peter 1:2 to the 
class. Peter wrote wanting grace and peace to be multiplied or in 
abundance for the believers. Grace is essential to our salvation. 
Nothing we can do is enough to earn our way into Heaven. We do 
not deserve God’s grace, but He gave it to us anyway. We also have 
the gift of peace because we know we are forgiven of our sin, and 
we have a right relationship with God. We are to be thankful for the 
gifts of grace and peace that God gives us.

Choose a student to read 2 Peter 1:4 to the class. Great promises come 
from God. We find God’s promises in His Word, the Bible, and we 
grow closer to Him as we study these promises. God not only gives 
us His promises, but He is faithful to keep each one.

Choose two students to read 2 Peter 1:5-7 and 8-9 to the class. We are to 
make every effort to grow our faith.

Write the different qualities from 2 Peter 1:5-7 in the heart on TE 12-1. 
Instruct the students to also write them in the heart on their Field Notes. 
Each of these qualities do not come automatically for the believer; 
we must make the right choice. We grow our faith by demonstrating 
these qualities in our lives. What does Peter compare the person to 
who does not show these characteristics in his or her life? Encourage 
response. He compares them to a person who is so nearsighted that 
he cannot see. That person has forgotten that he or she was also 
forgiven of the sins in his or her life.

Do any of your parents or teachers remind you of things you already 
know? Encourage response. For example, maybe your mom or dad 
reminds you to brush your teeth or do your chores. Maybe your 
teacher reminds your class, over and over, to have a permission 
form signed and returned. Why do you think they do this? Encourage 
response. Often, it’s because they don’t want you to forget it. Peter 
goes on in his letter to remind the believers of the truths from God 
(1 Peter 1:12). He didn’t want the believers to forget the things they 
had been taught. He wanted them to remember God’s truths when 
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Items Needed:
• TE 12-1
• Field Notes 12
• Permanent marker
• Pencils

Field Notes 12

TE 12-1



he wasn’t with them. Why do you think Peter was so diligent about 
reminding them of God’s truths? Encourage response. He knew there 
was false teaching that was happening around them, and he wanted 
them to know the truth from the devil’s lies.

Peter encouraged the believers to see how God’s Word would help 
them grow in the truth of God’s grace and to continually study the 
Scriptures. We are to do that very thing too. The devil is still active, 
and he still uses false teaching to sway us from the truths found in 
God’s Word. He plants doubts in the minds of the believers just like 
he did with Eve. Staying in God’s Word helps us recognize his lies 
from God’s truth.

DIG DEEPER LG

Peter wrote about God’s grace because he, himself, had 
experienced God’s grace. As we 
learn more about Peter, I will have 
you search for a number that relates 
to him. Display TE 12-2. Peter was a 
fisherman before he met Jesus. He 
was fishing at the Sea of Galilee 
when Jesus called out to him and his 
brother. Jesus said, “Come follow 
Me!” and Peter and his brother did. Peter listened to every lesson 
Jesus taught and witnessed every miracle. Peter was Jesus’ disciple 
for approximately 3.5 years. Let the students look for that number on TE 
12-2 and use the marker to circle it.

Peter trusted and followed Jesus because he believed Jesus was 
the promised One, the Messiah. Have the students find the number 1 
on TE 12-2 and use the marker to circle it. We don’t know what all Peter 
thought when Jesus was arrested, tried, and beaten. But we do 
know Peter denied knowing Jesus, not once, not twice, but three 
times as he watched from a distance outside where Jesus’ trial was 
being held. Each time after Peter’s denial, a rooster crowed, just as 
Jesus had said. Have the students find the number 3 on TE 12-2 and circle 
it. After all the words Peter had heard Jesus speak and all that he 
had seen Jesus do, he didn’t have the courage to be associated with 
Jesus. Fast forward to Jesus’ death and resurrection. Jesus appeared 
to His followers, which included Peter, at the Sea of Galilee. Peter 
returned to fishing and he and the others had caught nothing. 
Jesus yelled from the shore for the fishermen to throw their net on 
the other side of the boat. What do you think they did? Encourage 
response. They did as Jesus instructed and caught so many fish, they 
couldn’t even bring in the net! John recorded the number of fish as 
153 (John 21:11)! Have the students find that number on TE 12-2 and circle 
it.

Seeing this miracle and realizing it was Jesus, Peter jumped in the 
water and swam toward Him. Jesus prepared a meal for Peter and 
the other fishermen. Jesus asked Peter the question, “Do you love 
Me?” not once, not twice, but three times! Jesus didn’t ask Peter if 
he was sorry for denying Him or if he planned on doing that again. 
It was all about grace, not what Peter loved. Have the students find 
another number 3 on TE 12-2 and circle it. Peter confirmed his love 
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Items Needed:
• TE 12-2
• Permanent marker

TE 12-2

TE 12-2 (answer key)



for Jesus from that day on. Jesus restored Peter by giving him a 
purpose—to help others know Jesus. Was Peter perfect? Of course 
not. But just like Jesus did for Peter, He does the same for us. He 
gives us grace and forgiveness even though we don’t deserve it.

APPLY IT SG LG

Before class, go to www.signingsavvy.com to learn the ASL signs for 
the different main words in the new 
application verse. Today we learned 
Peter not only grew in his faith, 
but went on to encourage other 
believers to do the same. Peter 
learned to trust and obey Jesus. 
We can learn to trust and obey Jesus too. The more we grow in the 
grace and knowledge of who Jesus is, the more we will learn to trust 
Him. Display TE 12-3 and introduce the application verse to the students by 
having them read it aloud with you. Peter wrote this verse, and He tells 
us Jesus is our Savior. What word do you hear in the word Savior? 
Encourage response. Jesus is the only way to be saved from our 
sin. He took the punishment for our sin so we wouldn’t have to be 
separated from God. Let’s say our verse together again. Say the verse 
with the students several times and then teach the students the signs for the 
different words in the application verse. Then say the verse with the students 
using the signs when saying the words.

LIVE IT SG LG

Write Growing in Grace on the white board. Peter was thankful for God’s 
grace in his life. He lived the rest of 
his life thanking God for forgiving 
him even when he didn’t deserve it. 
The truth is that none of us deserve 
God’s grace, but He freely gives 
it because He loves us so much. 
What are some ways we can live our 
lives thanking God for His amazing 
grace? Encourage response. What are 
some of the lies the world tries to get us to believe about God’s 
grace? Encourage response. The devil wants us to doubt God’s love 
and forgiveness, but the Bible tells us God’s grace is for real. We 
learn about God’s grace and how to grow in His grace and in our 
faith through reading His Word and putting it into practice in our 
everyday lives.

Have the students turn to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your 
Next Step is to be thankful for God’s grace, trust in His promises, 
and grow our faith. End class by praying for yourself and your students to 
build your relationship on the truths about God’s grace found in His Word 
not on the lies of the devil.
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Verses 20-21 describe how the 
prophets wrote what God wanted 
as they were moved and directed 
by the Holy Spirit. The Bible is 
God’s Word.

Items Needed:
• TE 12-3

Items Needed:
• Field Notes 12
•  Whiteboard and 

marker

Field Notes 12

TE 12-3



Jesus’ Amazing 
Return

May 28, 2023 Lesson 13 Text: 2 Peter 3:1-18

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

Peter likely wrote this second letter to 
Christians scattered throughout Asia Minor 
sometime between AD 64-67.

Lesson Objective:
We are to live in hope until Jesus returns. Live 
godly lives as you wait on the Lord’s return and 
live in anticipation for that day.

Application Verse:
2 Peter 3:18

Family Theme:
Living in Hope

Bible Basics:
Will Jesus come to earth again? Yes. At a time that God the Father has planned, 
Jesus will gloriously return to earth (Hebrews 9:28). He will then take all believers to 
Heaven and condemn all unbelievers to Hell (Matthew 25:31-46).
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q Hula Hoop

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 13-1

q Field Notes 13

q Scissors

q Colored pencils

q Whiteboard and marker

DIG DEEPER
q TE 13-2

APPLY IT
q TE 12-3

q Whiteboard and marker

q Eraser

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 13

q Whiteboard and marker



GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

Gather the students in a circle and ask them to 
hold hands. 
Place the Hula 
Hoop on the 

arm of one of the students and then 
reconnect that student in the circle with 
the others. The students are to pass 
the Hula Hoop around the circle while 
holding hands. The Hula Hoop will need to travel over the body and down 
the arm to the next person. Remind the students not to let go of each other’s 
hands. Time the students to see how long it takes. Repeat the activity as 
time allows. The Hula Hoop is a circle with no beginning and no end. 
It reminds me of God. He has no beginning and no end. God existed 
before everything, and He will always exist. Some people think 
Jesus’ death was the end of His story, but it is not. The Bible tells us 
He will return to earth one day, and what an amazing day that will 
be! Today we will continue in learning from Peter’s letter about the 
hope we have in Jesus and what we should be doing until He comes 
back.

Raise your hand if you have ever had a 
hard time waiting patiently for something. 
Encourage response. Be sure to raise your hand if 
this applies to you. Most of us have. What are 

some things you have had to patiently wait for? Encourage response. 
It’s not easy waiting on something we really want. But isn’t it great 
when we finally experience that special thing and realize it was 
worth the wait? Encourage response. Every Christian is waiting on 
the most wonderful thing to take place—Jesus’ return. Last month, 
we talked about the fact that Jesus will one day return to this earth, 
but only the Father knows when. Today we are going to continue 
learning from Peter’s second letter to find out what God tells us we 
should be doing while we are waiting.

STUDY THE WORD LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 13 so each student will have one. Also, cut 
apart the strips from TE 13-1. Display 
them as indicated in the lesson.

Peter believed Jesus was who He 
said He was (the Son of God), so he 
spent his life telling others about 
Him. He wanted everyone to know 
about all Jesus did for him and 
could do for them. In 2 Peter 3, he 
reminded Jesus’ followers to live with 
hope because this life would pass 
away and there is more to come. He 
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Items Needed:
• Hula Hoop

Option 1

Items Needed:
• TE 13-1
• Field Notes 13
• Scissors
• Colored pencils
•  Whiteboard and 

marker

Option 2

Take Note:

To see a video of this activity, 
go to bit.ly/D6EXHulaHoop.



wrote that in the last days, there will be those who express disbelief 
or mock those who believe in God’s Word. There will also be many 
people who choose to follow their sinful ways instead of God’s way. 
But Peter wrote to the believers to encourage them to keep doing 
the things that please God until Jesus’ return (2 Peter 3:3).

Display TE 13-1a. Peter reminded the believers to be patient. Some 
people in Peter’s time wondered if Jesus promised to return, why He 
hadn’t done so already. Choose a student to read 2 Peter 3:8-9 aloud. A 
thousand years to us is like one day to God. Jesus isn’t being slow 
to keep His promise, but He is being patient because He wants 
everyone to have the opportunity to repent.

Display TE 13-1b. Jesus’ return will happen on God’s time, not ours. 
Peter spoke very frankly to the believers that the day of the Lord will 
come. It’s not a maybe; it will happen. To what does Peter compare 
Jesus’ return? Encourage response. Jesus will come as unexpectedly 
as a thief in the night. But as believers, even though we don’t know 
when it will happen, we have the knowledge that it will. Choose a 
student to read the description of what will happen in the world at Jesus’ 
return from 2 Peter 3:10. As difficult as it is to imagine, the earth as we 
now know it will be completely destroyed when Jesus returns. In the 
book of Revelation, John wrote the old heaven and earth shall be 
replaced with new ones (21:1).

Display TE 13-1c. This leads to the next point from Peter’s letter—
Eternal life lasts forever. Choose a student to read 2 Peter 3:11-12 
aloud. Since everything on this earth will be destroyed, we should 
put our hope in things that last forever. We should live differently 
from people who don’t know Jesus. We should live in ways that 
please God. We are to also share our faith boldly with others so they 
can have the opportunity to choose to live in Heaven with Him.

Display TE 13-1d. Second Peter 3:13 tells us we are to look forward to 
our Heavenly home. We live in a broken world with sin and sadness. 
Everyone sins. Everyone suffers. But Jesus promised someday there 
will be a new Heaven and a new earth. His followers will live in hope 
with no sin or sadness.

Let the students rearrange the strips to form the word hope. Then, distribute 
Field Notes 13 and colored pencils to the students. Let them fill in the 
blanks and color the letters for the word hope. Do any of you know what 
it means to have hope? Encourage response. Hope is a strong desire 
for something to happen. Peter lived his life with the hope that 
Jesus would return as He promised, but it didn’t happen during his 
time on earth. It may or may not happen during our time on earth, 
but we must live our lives as though it will. How do we live in hope? 
Write the italicized sentences on the whiteboard. We are to live godly 
lives as we wait on the Lord’s return. We should live pure lives, 
separated from the world’s sinful ways of living. When we live holy 
in an unholy world, we show the light of Jesus to those in darkness.

We are to live in anticipation. While Jesus will return like a thief in 
the night, we can prepare for that thief. We are to spend our time on 
this earth learning about Him, reading God’s Word to help us live 
holy lives, praying consistently to grow our relationship with Jesus, 
demonstrating Christlike qualities in our lives, and being diligent 
about sharing the good news of Jesus.
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

God wants all people to be 
saved.  He offers salvation and 
forgiveness to all through faith in 
Jesus Christ.

TE 13-1

Field Notes 13



DIG DEEPER LG

The Bible has a lot to say about Christ’s return to earth. God wanted 
mankind to understand fully that His 
Son would one day return to judge 
the world and set up His kingdom 
on earth. God conveyed this truth 
throughout His book. Let’s look at 
some of the different verses in the 
Bible that speak to Christ’s return. 
Display TE 13-2.

Jesus told His disciples that He was going to prepare a place for 
them and that He would return (John 14:3).

Revelation 1:7 tells us Jesus will come in the clouds and He will be 
seen with every eye.

Paul not only compared Jesus’ return as a thief in the night, but 
also to the labor pains that come upon a pregnant woman (1 
Thessalonians 5:2-3).

Matthew tells us that we are to keep watching because we don’t 
know the day or time when Jesus will return (Matthew 25:13).

We are to be watching and be ready.

APPLY IT SG LG

Write the verse on the whiteboard. Do any of you know what the 
word imminent means? Encourage 
response. When something is 
imminent, it is ready to take place 
at any moment. Christ’s return is 
imminent. Today we learned about 
some of the things we should be 
doing while waiting for this event. 
Our application verse is from 
Peter’s letter, and it tells us how 
we should be getting ready for 
Christ’s return. Display TE 12-3 and 
review the application verse with the students by having them read it aloud 
with you. This is the last verse in Peter’s two books of the Bible. His 
last words tell us to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus, 
and that’s exactly what we’ve been doing today. We are going to 
say the verse and then I am going to erase a word or two off the 
whiteboard. We will say the verse again before I erase some more 
words from the whiteboard. Continue saying the verse with the students 
and erasing the words until all the words have been erased.
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Items Needed:
• TE 13-2

Items Needed:
• TE 12-3
•  Whiteboard and 

marker
• Eraser

TE 13-2

TE 12-3

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

God wants all people to be 
saved. He offers salvation and 
forgiveness to all through faith in 
Jesus Christ.



LIVE IT SG LG

Write Living in hope on the white board. Peter believed Jesus’ promise 
that He would return and take His 
followers to live with Him in Heaven 
one day. Because Peter had that 
hope, he looked forward to and 
urged others to be ready for that 
day. Because he had that hope, he 
encouraged Jesus’ followers to live 
holy and godly lives. What about 
you? Are you living in hope that 
when Jesus returns, you will be with Him in Heaven for all eternity? 
I hope each of you has made the decision to invite Jesus to be the 
Lord and Savior of your life. If you have not and would like to know 
more, talk to me or your parents after class. For those who have 
made that decision, we must make sure we are living godly lives 
as we wait on the Lord’s return and live in anticipation for that day. 
Have the students turn to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your 
Next Step is to live a godly life as you wait on the Lord’s return and 
live in anticipation for that day. End class by thanking God for His Son’s 
return. Ask God to help you and your students stay ready for His return and 
continue to share His Word so others will be ready too.
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Items Needed:
• Field Notes 13
•  Whiteboard and 

marker

Are you on Facebook? Join the D6 Curriculum 
Teachers group, a place of community for you to 
share stories, ask questions, get advice, and engage 
in conversations with other D6 curriculum teachers.

Field Notes 13
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