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Welcome to the new D6 EveryDay Curriculum

Explorers Teaching Guide!
Explorers Teaching Guide is a leader’s guide for those who teach third-fifth grade. This teaching 
guide will help your students know God through the study of His Word and learn to apply and 
live those truths. Explorers is part of the D6 family of Sunday School/Bible study curriculum for all 
ages. D6 is a reference to the Scriptural teaching that says parents are to be the primary spiritual 
leaders for the children (Deuteronomy 6:5-9). D6 EveryDay curriculum provides a three-year study 
of the story of the Bible, helping lead the entire family to interact around the same biblical theme* 
each week.

*Preschool lessons are connected to one of the elementary—adult themes when possible.

Explorers Teaching Guide and its companion publications—Explorers Teaching Essentials and 
Explorer’s Guide (student magazine)—are the arm of D6 EveryDay curriculum for third-fifth graders. 

Included in the Teaching Guide

Variety—Every quarter includes lessons from both the Old and New Testaments. There will 
occasionally be topical lessons that reinforce and enhance the Old or New Testament lessons. 
Icons indicate how the lessons may be customized for a large group or small group setting.

Preparation Checklist—This provides a list of what is needed for the different parts of 
the lesson whether it is a Teaching Essential or additional items needed for the lesson.

Lesson Objective—It’s hard to know if your lesson is successful if you’re not sure what 
you’re trying to accomplish. That’s why every lesson includes an objective that identifies what you 
want learners to take away from the lesson.

Application Verse—D6 Curriculum has always emphasized a verse from God’s Word 
to learn. The verses correlate with the topics and provide an intentional focus for students to apply 
the verse to their lives and not just memorize the words (James 1:22).

Family Theme—This provides the theme that ages kindergarten-adult will be studying. The 
lessons are written and designed to be age-appropriate, yet still focus on the same theme to en-
courage family conversations about God’s Word.

Zoom In—Lessons include brief notes to help the teacher and the student develop a biblical 
worldview by thinking biblically and seeing the world through the lens of Scripture.

D6 Digital—D6 EveryDay curriculum is available in a digital format. You can access the 
lessons and essentials from your laptop, tablet, or smartphone. Go to randallhouse.com or call 
800.877.7030 for more information.



3

D6 EveryDay curriculum is built around five important steps to help stu-
dents learn and participate in every lesson. These five steps are:

Get Started—This opening activity helps capture the learners’ attention to help them transi-

tion to class time and get started to learn from God’s Word. Two options are provided so teachers 

can choose the activity that best fits their students and their classroom setting.

Study the Word—What does the Bible say? This section answers this question by digging 

into the biblical text and explaining it in ways students can understand. 

Dig Deeper—This section of the lesson provides additional teaching and reinforcement of 

biblical truths presented in the lesson. 

Apply It—This section encourages learners to see how the biblical truths they have just learned, 

as well as the application verse for the lesson, applies to their lives in personal ways.

Live It—The final section in each lesson encourages and challenges students to use what they 

have learned in the lesson and live it out in their every day lives.

Additional Features
Bible Basics—These brief notes help teachers, parents, and students develop deep-

er biblical literacy by discussing and memorizing important facts and truths every believer 

should know.

How It Fits—This helps the teacher and the student understand how the entire Bible 

fits together by showing how each lesson fits in the big picture of God’s plan.

Take Note: These are additional tips and information you will find helpful when pre-

paring and teaching the lesson.



Explorer’s Guide
Explorer’s Guide is the devotional magazine for students in third-fifth grade. It 
is a tool designed to help the student establish the habit of spending daily time 
with God in His Word. This magazine features 13 weeks of daily Bible studies, 
which help reinforce the themes of the lessons students learned at church. It 
also includes crafts or recipes, age-appropriate jokes to share with friends and 
family members, short stories, and articles to help them grow as Christ followers. 
Every student in your class needs his or her own copy of Explorer’s Guide to 
read and study throughout the quarter.

Devotional magazines are available for everyone in your family. To order visit www.D6family.com.

All of the Explorers products can be ordered online at D6curriculum.com, or you can order them by 
calling 1-800-877-7030.
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Explorers Components
Explorers Teaching Resources
Explorers Teaching Resources provide the tools needed to most effectively teach third-fifth grade. 
Each kit includes one Explorers Teaching Guide, Explorers Teaching Essentials (includes teaching 
pictures and posters, reproducible sheets, application verse posters, and Field Notes), and one copy 
of Explorer’s Guide. Field Notes are a weekly link between the class and home. These reproducible 
sheets are designed to reinforce weekly lessons and themes through the use of age-appropriate 
activities that are used in both settings. One side provides a worksheet activity to be used in the 
classroom. The other side provides tools to be used at home. A code for a digital copy of the Teach-
ing Guide is also included with the Teaching Essentials.

Explorers Teaching Guide

Explorers Teaching Essentials

Explorer’s Guide
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Talking With Children 
About Spiritual Matters

One of your most important roles as a church leader to elementary students will be to encourage and 
guide them in their spiritual journey. God has given parents the most important and influential role 
when it comes to influencing a child’s path to salvation, and leaders at church have the responsibility 
to support and encourage this process. 

Ideally, parents will be the ones to help their kids navigate a decision to follow Christ, but children’s 
ministry leaders should be prepared and ready when needed. Kids will have questions about faith 
at random times, so it’s important for everyone on your team to be trained about leading them 
to Christ and answering questions they may have. Sometimes kids respond to an invitation for 
salvation, but when you talk with them you can tell what they really need is assurance of salvation, 
help understanding how to fight temptations, or some other aspect of navigating their walk with 
Christ. See #4 below for help with those situations.

There are many methods that are effective, but the following provides general guidelines and 
principles with regard to leading a child to Christ.

Whenever a child responds, it’s important to discern the reasons for the response and the readiness 
of the child. 

 •  Ask the child why he responded today (came forward, raised his hand, went to the back of 
the room, etc.).  Don’t make the assumption the child is responding to a need for salvation. 
Sometimes kids just want to tell you about an injury or a pet that is sick. Be careful not to ask 
leading questions like, “Did you come to become a Christian?” Ask questions that allow the 
child to word his reason for responding.

 •  If the child provides enough feedback to show readiness for this important step of faith, proceed 
with the next steps. If you do not feel the child fully understands, listen to why she came and 
pray with her about her need, but do not proceed. Walking a child through that decision before 
she is ready can lead to much confusion and provide a false sense of security in salvation.

Here are some guidelines for talking with children about salvation:

1. We have a problem—we all sin and there’s a penalty for sin. 

 •  What is sin? Sin is anything we think, say, or do that goes against God’s Word. Sin breaks 
our relationship with God.

 •  Have you ever sinned? Encourage the child to recognize he has sinned and use the Bible to 
show that all have sinned (Romans 3:23).

 •  Do you know what punishment is? Encourage response. The Bible teaches us the 
punishment for sin means that at some point everyone will die and be separated 
from God. It’s a punishment earned because of sin (Romans 6:23).
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2.  God has a solution to the problem—Jesus took the punishment for sin and made a way 
to fix our relationship with God. 

 •  God loved us so much that He sent His Son to die on the cross to pay the price for 
our sins (Romans 5:8).

 •  God offers the free gift of salvation and all who choose that gift can live with Him 
forever (Romans 6:23b).

 • God wants to be our friend and guide us every day!

3.  You have a choice to make—Will you receive the free gift being offered to you?

 •  Nobody can make this choice for you. It’s a personal decision to follow Jesus (Romans 
10:9, John 3:16).

 •  Discuss with the child what these verses mean and ask if she believes these things and wants 
to receive the gift of salvation. Pray with her, but encourage her to use her own words to tell 
God what she is feeling and wants to do. 

Children are literal thinkers, so using phrases like, “ask Jesus into your heart,” or “give your heart to 
Jesus” can be confusing to them. Be simple and clear when choosing your words. 

4.  The choice to become a Christian is just the beginning of an exciting journey with 
the Lord. He is ready to help His children grow and learn every day. Use these five-word 
promises from God’s Word to encourage kids along their journey. Encourage them to use the 
fingers on one hand to be reminded of these truths.

 •  God will always forgive me (1 John 1:9). 
   Children need to be reminded that becoming a Christian doesn’t mean they will never sin 

again. Some kids think they need to become a Christian all over again every time they sin. 
 • God will never leave me (Hebrews 13:5b).
   Sometimes kids just need assurance of salvation and a reminder that God is with them even 

when they cannot physically see Him.
 • The Lord is my helper (Hebrews 13:6).
   It’s not easy to fight sin nature and follow Christ. Children often get discouraged if they feel 

alone. 
 • I can talk to God (Philippians 4:6, 1 Peter 5:7).
   Children need to be reminded that God cares about everything they are going through and 

they can talk to Him about anything.
 • The Bible is God’s Word (Hebrews 4:12, 2 Timothy 3:16).
   Children need to know the Bible is not just a book about God or His teachings. It is actually 

God’s Word to us and very useful for learning to follow Him every day.



Obey God’s 
Commandments

June 6, 2021 Lesson 1 Text:  Exodus 20:1-21

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson is set about seven weeks after 
the Exodus from Egypt in 1446 B.C. when 
God began to give the people His laws to 
live by.

Lesson Objective:
God gave Moses the Ten Commandments to 
help the Israelites love and serve Him and show 
respect for one another. We are to show our 
love for God by obeying His commandments.

Application Verse:
Mark 12:30-31

Family Theme:
God Requires Holy Living

Bible Basics:
Where are the Ten Commandments found in the Bible? The Ten Commandments 
can be found in Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5.
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q Hairdryer

Option 2

q Two tablespoons

q Two large marshmallows

q Masking tape

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 1-1

q TE 1-2

q Field Notes 1

q Pencils

APPLY IT
q TE 1-3

q TE 1-4

LIVE IT
q TE 1-5a

q TE 1-5b

q TE 1-6

q Field Notes 1



GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Display the hair dryer and read the warning label 
aloud to the 
students. If your 

hair dryer has lost its warning label, just 
give them the warning: “DANGER: Do not 
use while in water!”

Why do you think the makers of the 
hair dryer put a warning label on it? 
Encourage response. What might happen if we ignored the warning 
label? Encourage response. The manufacturers of this hair dryer know 
how it works and what is best. They also know a person could get 
seriously injured and probably even die if it was used in water.

Why do you think God gave us rules? Encourage response. God made 
this world and us and He knows what is best. Even though we often 
don’t like rules, they are extremely important. They are for our own 
good. Today we are going to learn about some rules God gave Moses 
to share with the Israelites. They are called the Ten Commandments. 
Even though God gave these rules a long time ago, they are still 
important and apply to us even today.

Before class, use the masking tape to create 
a starting 
line. Divide 

the students into two teams. Put the 
tablespoons and marshmallows on a table 
on the opposite side of the room from 
the line. You have three minutes to 
play the game. Do not give any other 
instructions. If the students ask questions, 
simply tell them to play the game. If they 
make an attempt at playing, change the 
rules (tell the students to return to the 
starting line because you have to walk backwards, you have to hold the spoon 
above your head while hopping, only every other person in the line can go to 
the marshmallows, etc.).

After a few minutes, stop the game. What did you think about the 
game? Encourage response. So why do you think rules are important? 
Encourage response. Today we are going to learn about some rules 
God gave Moses to share with the Israelites. They are called the Ten 
Commandments. Even though God gave these rules a long time ago, 
they are still important and we are to follow them.
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Items Needed:
•  Hair dryer

(with warning label)

Option 1

Option 2
Items Needed:
• Two tablespoons
•  Two large marshmal-

lows
• Masking tape

Take Note:
Go to www.D6teacher.com
to download additional 
resources and answer keys 
for the Field Notes.



STUDY THE WORD LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 1 so each student will have one. Several 
weeks ago, we learned Moses led 
the Israelites out of Egypt and across 
the Red Sea. Well, two months had 
passed since all of that happened. 
Moses and the Israelites had been 
walking around the desert and 
camping at night. One day, when 
they were camping at the bottom of 
a mountain called Mt. Sinai, Moses 
climbed up the mountain to talk to God. He told Moses that if the 
Israelites would obey Him and live life His way instead of their own 
way, they would be His chosen, special people (Exodus 19:5).

Display TE 1-1 and point to the fi rst picture. When Moses returned to 
the bottom of the mountain, he called the leaders together. They 
agreed to do everything God commanded. So the people prepared 
themselves to meet with God and worship Him. Point to the second 
picture on TE 1-1. Thunder sounded and lightning fl ashed and a thick 
cloud came down on Mt. Sinai. There was a long blast from a ram’s 
horn and Moses led the people to the mountain. God told Moses not 
to let anyone touch the mountain while He was on it. God spoke and 
gave the people ten rules He wanted them to follow. They are known 
as the Ten Commandments and they are given to us in Exodus 20. 
Display TE 1-2 and explain the commandments to the students. Distribute 
Field Notes 1 and pencils to the students. Have them fold along the line, and 
turn to the inside. Have the students follow along and fi ll in the blanks.

 1. Remember there is only one true God! Think of all the things 
God did for Israel. Think of all the things He’s done for us. The 
God of the Bible is the one true God.

 2. Our worship is for God and God alone—not idols. An idol is 
anything that is more important to us than God.

 3. Be respectful of God’s name and honor Him when talking 
to or about Him. We are not to use God’s name casually or 
disrespectfully. It is a privilege to be able to talk to God.

 4. Honor God’s day—make it special. God wants us to take time 
every week to rest and think about Him and His plan for us. 
This will help us live life His way throughout the rest of the 
week.

5. Respect your parents—obey them and treat them well. God 
begins telling us how to treat others by telling us how to treat 
our family. You can honor and respect your parents even when 
they make bad choices. Parents sin just like you do and they 
need grace from God and from others. Even when you are 
angry with your parents, you can treat them with honor and 
respect.

 6. Treat every person’s life as important. The Bible says we are 
not to murder people. Before you say that you would never kill 
anyone, let’s look at 1 John 3:15. Choose a student to read the 
verse. God says hating someone is like having murder in your 
heart. God loves every person He ever created.
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Items Needed:
• TE 1-1—TE 1-2
• Field Notes 1
• Pencils

TE 1-1

TE 1-2a

Field Notes 1

Take Note:
The Ten Commandments were 
a part of the Mosaic Covenant, 
the covenant God made with 
His people through Moses. 
As a condition for Moses to 
uphold His commitment, to make 
Israel a holy nation, the people 
had to commit to keeping the 
Ten Commandments as their 
standard of societal behavior. We 
should remember that we have 
all broken these commandments. 
No matter how hard we try, not 
one of us has ever kept God’s 
commands perfectly. God did 
not expect perfection from His 
people, nor does He expect it 
from us now. The point of having 
a standard is to help us see that 
we are in need, and can’t do it on 
our own.

TE 1-2b



 7. Keep marriage promises. Adultery means letting yourself 
have feelings for another person that you should only have 
for your spouse. If you choose to get married one day, you will 
commit to only loving your spouse romantically for the rest of 
your life—even when it gets hard.

 8. Do not take other people’s things. When you aren’t content 
with what you have, you can sometimes be tempted to take 
something that belongs to someone else. Work to be content 
with what you have.

 19. Speak the entire truth always. There are other ways to lie 
than just totally making something up. Exaggerating the truth 
is a lie. Omitting the truth is a lie. Always use your words to 
represent the truth.

 10. Don’t want things that belong to others. Coveting happens 
when you want something someone else has, and it never 
encourages anything good to grow in your heart.

DIG DEEPER LG

The Ten Commandments were not ideas, suggestions, or guidelines 
for the Israelites, but rather they were commands God required 
them to follow to show love and serve God and to show respect 
for others. That’s what the Ten Commandments were about. The 
fi rst four commandments showed the people how to serve God. 
The last six showed the people how to respect one another. These 
commandments show us how to love God and love others.

What do you think it means in Exodus 20:5 when it says God is a 
jealous God? Encourage response. We usually think of jealousy as 
a sin associated with coveting, and for humans that’s usually the 
case. For example, someone we know gets a new gaming system 
or gets to go to Disney World and we don’t. Many times it happens 
with someone we either don’t like or we feel always has good things 
happen to him or her. But there’s another type of jealousy when 
something we have has been taken from us and we want it back. 
For example, a toy has been stolen from you and you want it back. 
God deserves and has a right to all of our worship. When we give 
that praise to someone or something else, we have stolen what was 
rightfully His. That is the jealousy the Bible refers to in that verse.

APPLY IT SG LG

Before class, cut apart the strips from TE 1-4. Looking at the Ten 
Commandments in a different way 
should help us realize God’s Word 
is not just a long list of things we 
shouldn’t do. They are one of the 
ways God blesses and protects 
us. God created the heavens and 
the earth and everything in them. 
He is the LORD, and He knows what is best for us. Remember, the 
commandments God gave were not just for the Israelites, they were 
for us too. Our application verse sums up the Ten Commandments 
by telling us how we are to love God and how we are to love others. 
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Because He created and 
redeemed us, we honor God as 
the Sovereign Lord of all.

Items Needed:
• TE 1-3—TE 1-4



Display TE 1-3 and introduce the application verse by reading it to the 
students. Have them say the verse with you. Let’s talk about the fi rst two 
ways our verse tells us to love God. When it says we are to love Him 
with all our heart, is it referring to our physical heart? Encourage 
response. No, it is talking about the things we care deeply about. 
There’s another verse in the Bible that tells us that our heart is where 
our treasure is. We should treasure God with our heart.

The soul is the part of you that makes you who you are and that will 
live on after you die. How can we love God with our soul? Encourage 
response. It simply means loving God in everything you do. All of our 
thoughts, words, and actions should show God our love for Him.

Place the strips from TE 1-4 so they are facing up and in the correct order. 
Have the students say the verse and then turn over one of the strips. Repeat 
the verse and turn over another strip. Continue until all of the strips are face 
down.

LIVE IT SG LG

Before class, cut apart the cards from TE 1-6. There is one true God who 
made the world. He is good and wise. He knows the best way for us 
to live. Display TE 1-5a. Each week we 
will add a statement to our calendar 
to remind us of what we’ve learned. 
Add TE 1-5b to the fi rst week on TE 1-5a. 
This week we learned we are to obey 
God’s commandments because 
they are for our own good. Divide the 
students into ten groups. Give each group 
one of the Ten Commandment cards from 
TE 1-6. Ask each group to think of ways 
that commandment from God can protect and help us. Allow each group to 
share their thoughts.

God made these rules to protect and help us. Moses and the 
Israelites learned a very important lesson we need to learn too. 
God’s commandments are not suggestions, ideas, or sayings. They 
are commands or rules for all people, at all times, and in all places, 
to follow. They tell us what is right and what is wrong. We must not 
ignore God’s commands. We must listen to a holy God and obey Him.

It’s not always easy to obey, but we must remember God made us 
and knows what is best for us. We don’t always know or do the 
right thing. When we have the all-knowing, all-powerful ruler of the 
world looking out for us, doesn’t it make sense to submit to His plan 
instead of going our own way? He gives us rules to protect and help 
us. We can ignore them or we can choose to obey them. Have the 
students turn to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step
is to show your love for God by obeying His commandments. Close 
with a prayer asking for God’s help to obey all of His commandments.

11

Items Needed:
• TE 1-5a
• TE 1-5b
• TE 1-6
• Field Notes 1

TE 1-3

TE 1-4

TE 1-5a

TE 1-5b

TE 1-6

Field Notes 1



Put God First
June 13, 2021 Lesson 2 Text:  Exodus 32:1-35

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson is set about seven weeks after 
the Exodus from Egypt in 1446 B.C. when 
God began to give the people His laws to 
live by.

Lesson Objective:
The Israelites chose to worship a golden calf 
over God. Remember, only God is worthy of first 
place in our lives, and we are to put Him first in 
our thoughts, words, and actions.

Application Verse:
Mark 12:30-31

Family Theme:
God Alone Deserves Our Worship

GET STARTED
Option 1

q Mirror

Option 2

q Timer

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 2-1

q TE 2-2

q TE 2-3

q Whiteboard and marker

APPLY IT
q TE 1-3

q TE 1-5a

q TE 1-5c

q 10-15 disposable cups

q Permanent marker

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 2

q Pencils

Bible Basics:
What does the First Commandment mean? The First Commandment (Exodus 20:3) 
directs us to worship God only and to glorify Him as God.
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GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Have the students sit in a circle. Pass the mirror 
around the circle 
and allow each 

student to look at him or herself in the 
mirror. What are some reasons you 
might look in a mirror? Encourage 
response. You might look in a mirror 
to make sure you don’t have anything 
in your teeth or to make sure nothing is on your face. You might look 
in a mirror to make sure your hair is where it is supposed to be.

Hold up the mirror for the students to see again. Sometimes when we 
look in a mirror, we are looking at an idol. What do you think I 
mean by that? Encourage response. An idol is defi ned as an image 
used as an object of worship, but it is also anything we put before 
God. Sometimes we want everything to be all about ourselves. God 
commands us in the Bible to put Him fi rst. Today, we will learn how 
the Israelites put something else before God and what happened as 
a result of going against His commands.

This quick experiment is to help the students 
understand the diffi culty in not saying certain words 
(me, my, or I) and keeping God fi rst in their lives.

Let’s do an experiment. Pair the 
students together and explain that for the 
next 30 seconds, the two students are 
to talk about a sport they play or like to 
watch. But the students are to not say the 
words: me, my, or I. To ensure it is not a 
one-sided conversation, you may need to shout out “15 seconds” to cue the 
other student to begin talking. After the 30 seconds, call time, and switch 
the pairs up. Repeat the activity, but this time, have the pairs talk about their 
favorite food. Again, after 30 seconds, switch the pairs and have the students 
talk about their favorite place to go (vacation, activity, etc.). Usually, if we 
talk for very long about something we enjoy it is very diffi cult not to 
use one or more of those words. Even in Bible times people would 
often focus on themselves instead of God.

Do any of you know what an idol is? Encourage response. An idol 
is defi ned as an image used as an object of worship, but it is also 
anything we put before God. Today we are going to learn about a 
time when the Israelites had a hard time putting God fi rst. They 
wanted their own way instead of God’s way. Listen to discover what 
idol they put before God and what happened as a result.
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Option 1
Items Needed:
• Mirror

Option 2

Items Needed:
• Timer

Take Note:
Splink is a simple way to link 
your family together spiritually. 
Through FREE weekly emails 
packed with ideas, Splink helps 
you and your family engage in 
conversation. Whether it’s making 
memories or having fun together, 
Splink allows you to capture 
those teachable moments to 
impress spiritual truths and life 
lessons on your kids. No matter 
where you are, there’s always 
time to Splink!

Sign up for Splink at D6family.
com/Splink.



STUDY THE WORD LG

Moses would go up and down the mountain to meet with God as 
He gave instructions on how the 
people were to live His way. But the 
Israelites thought Moses had been 
gone too long. They wondered if 
something might have happened 
to Moses, so they decided to make 
their own plan. The Israelites went to 
Aaron, Moses’ brother, and told him 
they wanted to worship the way all 
the other nations did. They wanted a statue they could bow in front 
of so they could be just like everyone else.

What should Aaron have said to the Israelites? Encourage response. 
He should have said, “No way!” But the people wanted the statue 
so badly that Aaron caved into the pressure. He did what the people 
wanted, even though he knew it was wrong. Display TE 2-1. So Aaron 
asked all the people to bring their gold jewelry to him. He melted 
all the gold and shaped it into a calf. Many of the other nations 
worshiped statues of animals, so Aaron thought this would make the 
people happy.

When the Israelites saw the calf, they were excited and said it was 
this idol that brought them out of Egypt and delivered them. Can 
you believe the Israelites had already forgotten who it was that 
actually rescued them? Encourage response. The Israelites worshiped 
the golden calf and gave it credit for the great things that God had 
done for them. Display TE 2-2. The next morning, the Israelites offered 
sacrifi ces to the golden calf idol. The people loved worshiping their 
own way instead of God’s way.

The Israelites chose to go against God’s commands. Remember, 
they had already been given the Ten Commandments. Do any of you 
remember what the second commandment is? Encourage response. 
Our worship is for God and God alone—not idols.

Moses and his friend, Joshua, returned down the mountain. Moses 
had been listening to God. He had been writing down all the things 
God wanted the people to know about Him, including the Ten 
Commandments He had already given the Israelites. God wanted 
the people to know how to live life the best way. As the two men got 
closer to the camp, they heard people shouting. They wondered what 
was happening. Was there a war in the camp? When they were close 
enough to see what was going on, they saw the people celebrating, 
singing, and dancing in inappropriate ways. Moses saw the golden 
calf and realized the people were worshiping the idol. He became 
very angry, and Moses threw down the two stone tablets with the 
words God had given him. The tablets broke all over the place. 
Display TE 2-3 and point to the different pictures. Moses took the golden 
calf idol and threw it into the fi re. After it melted, Moses ground it 
into powder, put it in the water, and made all the Israelites drink it. 
Moses wanted every piece of evidence of the calf’s existence to be 
gone.
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Items Needed:
• TE 2-1—TE 2-3
•  Whiteboard and

marker

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

God cannot and will not 
tolerate idols because He is the 
Sovereign Lord of all. He alone is 
worthy of worship.

TE 2-1

TE 2-2

TE 2-3



Next, Moses addressed Aaron’s sin. Aaron was afraid of being 
punished for his bad choices. He tried to blame the people for 
everything. He tried to lie about what he had done. He told Moses 
that when he put the Israelites’ gold in the fi re, the golden calf 
magically formed all by itself. Isn’t sin terrible? One bad choice 
always leads to another one if you don’t confess and repent.

Moses forced the people to make a decision. Write a question mark on 
the white board. Then write God’s Way on one side of the question mark and 
their way on the other. He told the Israelites that they must decide if 
they wanted to follow God’s way or their own way. Those who chose 
their way and refused to obey God’s way were put to death that day.
Make an X through the words their way.

DIG DEEPER LG

Building a statue of an animal to worship may seem strange to us, 
but it wasn’t to them. It was common practice to build statues and 
worship them in dance and song. The people would celebrate in front 
of the statues to try to make the gods they believed in favor them. 
The Israelites wanted to do the same and be like the other nations. 
Have you ever wanted to do something just because everyone else 
seemed to be doing it? Encourage response. We may not be able to 
relate to the worship of false statues, but we can probably relate to 
the feeling of being left out or being seen as different. The Israelites 
wanted to be like everyone else instead of being special and set 
apart the way God wanted them to be.

APPLY IT SG LG

Before class, divide the application verse into phrases and write a phrase 
on each cup. (Ten cups will have a base of 4 cups, then 3, 2, 1. Fifteen cups 
will have a base of 5 cups, then 4, 3, 2, 
1. Don’t forget to write the words upside 
down so that when stacked, the words 
are visible.)

Idols can be lots of different 
things, not just a statue. What are 
some indicators that something is 
becoming an idol to us? Encourage 
response. When we begin to give it 
priority over God or when we turn to 
it instead of God, that “thing” may 
be an idol to us. Add TE 1-5c to TE 
1-5a. We are to always put God fi rst. 
We see throughout the Bible why God is worthy to have fi rst place in 
our lives. God not only commands to be fi rst place in our lives (Mark 
12:30), but He also gives us countless reasons why He is worthy of 
fi rst place.

Display TE 1-3 and review the application verse with the students by reading 
it together. Jesus tells us in our verse how we are to love God. He also 
tells us how we are to love others. Last week we focused on the fi rst 

15

Items Needed:
• TE 1-3
• TE 1-5a
• TE 1-5c
•  10-15 disposable cups 

(Styrofoam, plastic, or 
paper)

• Permanent marker

TE 1-5a

TE 1-5c

TE 1-3



two ways we are to love God—with our hearts and with our soul. This 
week, let’s focus on the next way—with our mind. Loving God with 
our minds doesn’t just mean we think about Him, although that’s a 
big part of it. But it also means we learn more about Him by reading 
the Bible and coming to church. We grow our relationship with Him 
through prayer. All of these are ways we can show our love to God. 
To help us remember the words to our verse, let’s put the words in 
the correct order.

Choose from one of the following options: The fi rst is for a student to stack 
the cups (obviously turning them upside down) in the correct order of words. 
The second option is to let the students do this as a team effort. Make sure 
the students can see the application verse poster so they can refer to it as 
needed.

LIVE IT SG LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 2 so each student will have one. Moses 
had only been gone a little over a 
month before the Israelites became 
dissatisfi ed and chose to disobey 
God. They had forgotten all that 
God had done and returned to their 
worldly desire to be like everyone 
else.

People and things are not bad in our lives; it is only sinful when we 
put those things or people before God. How do we keep things we 
enjoy from becoming idols to us? Encourage response. We can limit 
how much time we spend on the object or activity. We can make sure 
we are looking to God to fulfi ll rather than other things. We look to 
please God over the item or person. Distribute Field Notes 2 and pencils 
to the students. Have them fold along the line, and turn to the inside. There 
are four boxes that describe ways we can put God fi rst in our lives. 
Read each sentence in the box and circle the one that most often 
describes you.

Although we may think the Israelites were foolish to worship a 
golden calf, we can become just like them if we are not careful. It 
may not be a calf, but remember an idol is anything or anyone that 
we put before God. Have the students refer to the Next Step section on 
their Field Notes. Your Next Step for this week is to remember only 
God is worthy of fi rst place in your life, and you are to put God fi rst in 
your thoughts, words, and actions.
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Field Notes 2

Field Notes 2

Items Needed:
• Field Notes 2
• Pencils



Know God Is Holy

June 20, 2021 Lesson 3 Text:  Leviticus 19:2; 1 Samuel 2:2

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson proclaims a foundational truth 
about God found all throughout the Bible. 
God is Holy. His very nature is holiness.

Lesson Objective:
God is a holy God. Ask God each day to help 
you live a life that is pleasing to Him.

Application Verse:
Mark 12:30-31

Family Theme:
God Is Holy

Bible Basics:
Say Hebrews 11:6 with the students.
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q TE 3-1

q Scissors

q Basket

Option 2

q Two-liter bottle

q Water

q Black permanent marker

q Vegetable oil

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 3-2

q Field Notes 3

q Pencils

DIG DEEPER
q A ruler

q A bottle of 100% pure juice

q Clothing item made of 100% 
cotton

q 100% chocolate bar

APPLY IT
q TE 1-3

q TE 1-4

q TE 1-5a

q TE 1-5d

LIVE IT
q Heavy duty aluminum foil

q Field Notes 3



GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Before class, cut apart the pieces from TE 3-1 and 
place them in 
the basket. Ask 

for a volunteer to choose a piece from 
the basket and act out the person on 
the piece without saying any words (like 
charades). Allow the other students to 
guess. Continue until all the pieces have 
been chosen and acted out. How did 
you know who was being acted out? 
Encourage response. You guessed based on the actions of the person. 
How would you act out being a Christian? Encourage response. Can 
people see that we love Jesus by how we act at school, home, or 
other places? Encourage response. Today we are going to learn God 
is holy and we should live our lives to refl ect His character. When we 
do so, we not only grow in our relationship with Him, but we show 
others what a life with Him is like.

Before class, fi ll an empty two-liter bottle 2/3 of the 
way with water. 
Use a black 
permanent 

marker to draw a dotted line on one side 
of the bottle at the water line.

Do any of you know what the word 
holy means? Encourage response. 
Being holy means being sacred, pure, 
or perfectly good. Only God is holy. 
Display the bottle of water so the students 
can see it. Carefully add the vegetable 
oil to the water, fi lling up the remainder of the bottle. Tightly secure the lid. 
On the bottom 2/3 of the bottle, below the dotted line, write God’s holiness. 
Above the dotted line on the upper 1/3 of the bottle, write sin. Now shake the 
bottle vigorously and then place it on the table for the students to see. Do 
you notice how the water and oil begin to separate? Oil and water 
don’t mix well. Just like the water and oil can’t be together, neither 
can God be with sin. God is holy and sin cannot live in Him. Today we 
are going to learn more about God’s holiness and how we are to live 
our lives to refl ect His character.
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Items Needed:
• TE 3-1
• Scissors
• Basket

Items Needed:
• Two-liter bottle
• Water
•  Black permanent 

marker
• Vegetable oil

Option 1

Option 2

TE 3-1

Take Note:
Are you on Facebook? Join the 
D6 Curriculum Teachers group, 
a place of community for you 
to share stories, ask questions, 
get advice, and engage in 
conversations with other D6 
curriculum teachers.



STUDY THE WORD LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 3 so each student will have one. Remember 
last week we learned the Israelites 
worshiped a golden calf. It was not 
real, but our God is. He is the one, 
true God. Today we are going to learn 
something about God that makes 
Him unique among all that exists, 
and that is He is holy. He is separate 
and distinct from every thing else. 
Distribute Field Notes 3 and pencils to 
the students. Have them fold along the line, and turn to the inside. Display 
TE 3-2 and have the students fi ll in the blanks on their Field Notes as you 
discuss each point.

God is holy. I am not holy. Have any of you ever been jealous of a 
toy your friend had, told a lie, or hit your sister or brother? Encourage 
response. We’ve all done things that make God sad and go against 
His way. We are people and we are not perfect! When we sin, it is as 
though we are saying to God that we don’t care what He wants us to 
do because we want our own way! Because God is holy and we are 
not, we have to cleanse ourselves and make ourselves holy after we 
sin. Remember sin is anything we think, say, or do that goes against 
God’s way. God is perfect, so He can’t be around sin. When we sin, 
we must ask for His forgiveness so we can have closeness to Him 
again because our sin separates us from Him. Sin separates us from 
God, and we need His forgiveness.

God is holy. He can save me. Did you know God made us to be His 
friends? He wanted our companionship. Because of His perfect 
holiness, when we sin it moves us away from Him. God realized sin 
was going to always pull us away from Him, so He allowed His Son, 
Jesus, to die on the cross as the payment for our sins so we didn’t 
have to be separated from Him. That is the greatest gift one could 
ever receive! How do we receive that gift? Encourage response. All we 
have to do is accept it. Jesus died for our sin. When we accept His 
gift, we are saved from our sin and can live with Him in Heaven one 
day.

God is holy. His Spirit lives in His followers. Imagine you have been 
playing soccer on a muddy fi eld. It is a hot day and you are very 
sweaty and smelly. So you take off your dirty, smelly, muddy clothes 
and take a hot, soapy bath. What would happen if, when you get out 
of the bath, you put on your muddy, smelly clothes again? Encourage 
response. You’d probably need another bath because you’d be dirty 
and smelly again. In a similar way, when we choose to follow Jesus 
as our Savior, we are cleansed of our sin for good. When we sin, it 
is like we are putting those stinky, old clothes back on again. God 
wants us to be clean and pure, not dirty in sin. God knew it would 
be hard for us to stay clean because we are not perfect. So when we 
choose to follow Jesus, His Holy Spirit lives in us and helps guide us 
in our thoughts, words, and actions. The Holy Spirit helps me love
God and love others.
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Items Needed:
• TE 3-2
• Field Notes 3
• Pencils

Field Notes 3

TE 3-2



God is holy. I am His refl ection. The Bible tells us when we live in 
sin, we live in darkness, but when we accept God’s gift of salvation 
through His Son, Jesus Christ, we no longer live in darkness, but 
live in light! When we treat those around us with love, kindness, 
and compassion, we are shining God’s light into the world. We are 
refl ecting the light of God to a dark and sinful world! I need to let 
God’s light shine through me!

Allow the students to fi nd the words in the word search.

DIG DEEPER LG

The Bible tells us God is perfect in every way. He has no evil or sin in 
Him. God is uniquely pure (1 Samuel 
2:2). Nothing is holy like Him. Since 
God is distinct in all creation, He is 
the standard. Display the ruler. This 
ruler shows the standard by which we 
measure things. It shows the exact 
spacing of an inch and the twelve 
inches that make up a foot. Display 
the juice, clothing item, and chocolate 
bar. What do these items have in 
common? Encourage response. They 
are all 100% pure.

If God is the standard for holiness and He is 100% holy, He is our 
measurement and guide on how to live our lives. Only by obedience 
to His Word can we demonstrate His holiness (Leviticus 19:2). It is by 
doing so that we can experience and share in God’s love as best as 
possible in this life.

APPLY IT SG LG

Before class, mix up the pieces from TE 1-4, and place them face down on a 
table Add TE 1-5d to TE 1-5a. We can 
know God is holy. How can we be 
holy in God’s eyes even though we 
sin? We can’t do it alone. We must 
exchange our sin for God’s holiness. 
The perfect Son of God took our sin 
so we can be right with God. Take a 
coin and place it on the table. Place a 
clear glass jar, right side up, on top of the 
coin. Now fi ll the jar with water and screw on the lid. Can you see the coin 
now? Encourage response. Allow the students to come view the lid. The 
coin has disappeared from our view. When God forgives us of our 
sin and we accept the gift of salvation, we are cleansed of our sin. It 
becomes like that coin.

Display TE 1-3 and review the application verse with the students. How 
do these verse tell us we are to love God? Encourage response. We 
love Him with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength. Is the word 
strength talking about our muscles? Encourage response. No, it is 
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

God’s actions and characteristics 
in Exodus 15 illustrate that He is 
the Sovereign Lord of all.

Items Needed:
• A ruler
•  A bottle of 100% pure 

juice
•  Clothing item made of 

100% cotton
• 100% chocolate bar

Items Needed:
• TE 1-3—TE 1-4
• TE 1-5a
• TE 1-5d

TE 1-5a

TE 1-5d

TE 1-3



more than physical strength . . . it’s using the qualities God has given 
us to show our love for Him. We are to love God with our thoughts, 
words, and actions.

Show the students the pieces from TE 1-4 that are on the table. Allow a 
student to turn over one of the strips. If it is the fi rst set of words to the verse, 
remove the strip. If it is not the fi rst set of words to the verse, have the student 
turn the strip back over. Allow the next student to turn a strip over to fi nd the 
second set of words. Continue until all of the words have been turned over in 
the correct order. Have the students say the application verse together as a 
group.

LIVE IT SG LG

Distribute a sheet of aluminum foil to the 
students and instruct them to keep it 
unwrinkled for a minute as you share the 
instructions.

Today we focused on God’s holiness. 
Only God is perfect in goodness 
and love. We can never be perfect, 
but we need to do our best to live a 
holy life so others will see our goodness and want to know where 
it comes from. We can use those opportunities to share Jesus with 
others. Gently take your aluminum foil and place it over your face. 
Close your eyes and press the foil against your face making it take 
the shape of your nose, mouth, eyes, eyebrows, chin, etc. Now gently 
remove the foil and turn it around to look at it, being careful not to 
“unmold” the foil image. It’s not you, but it is your image. Now trade 
your foil image for your neighbor’s. Press your face into his or her 
foil and mold it to your face. Gently take it off and return it to the 
original owner’s. What is different about your image? It used to favor 
your face, but now it also favors your neighbor’s face. When we are 
children of God and we live for Him, we start to resemble Him in our 
thoughts and actions. We are still ourselves, but He has given us the 
Holy Spirit to help guide us to resemble Him. Have the students refer to 
the Next Step section of their Field Notes. Your Next Step challenges you 
to ask God to help you desire to live a life that is pleasing to Him.
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Items Needed:
•  Heavy duty aluminum 

foil
• Field Notes 3

Field Notes 3

TE 1-4



Seek God’s Presence
June 27, 2021 Lesson 4 Text: Exodus 40:1-38

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson is set several months after God 
gave His law to Israel through Moses and 
then gave instructions for making and equip-
ping the place where He would manifest His 
presence with them, the Tabernacle. This 
is when the Tabernacle was erected and 
equipped according to God’s command.

Lesson Objective:
God gave Moses instructions on building the 
Tabernacle so He could be close to the Israel-
ites, but Jesus’ sacrifice allows us to be close 
to God. Seek God’s presence by spending time 
with Him each day this week.

Application Verse:
Mark 12:30-31

Family Theme:
God Meets With His People

GET STARTED
Option 1

q Construction paper

q Markers

Option 2

q TE 4-1

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 4-2

q TE 4-3

q Field Notes 4

q Colored pencils

q Permanent marker

APPLY IT
q TE 1-3

q Nine paper plates

q Marker

q Nine beanbags or beanbag 
animals

LIVE IT
q TE 1-5a

q TE 1-5e

q Field Notes 4

Bible Basics:
What does the Second Commandment mean? The Second Commandment (Exo-
dus 20:4) means that our worship is for God and God alone.
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GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Before class, write each student’s name in the 
center of the 
pieces of 

construction paper. Distribute the piece 
of construction paper with the student’s 
name to him or her and make the markers 
available to the students. Have them write 
different characteristics and qualities (e.g., 
funny, energetic, strong, tall, smart, child of 
God, etc.) about themselves around their name. If a student is having trouble 
thinking of a word, encourage the student to think about how others would 
describe him or her. Be ready to share another positive characteristic about 
each student, as this is a good time to build confi dence for your students.

We are all a combination of different characteristics that make 
up our personalities. As we grow and mature, some of our 
characteristics will change. One of the characteristics that should be 
a part of who we are is obedient to God’s Word. The Bible gives us 
many examples of people who were obedient to God’s instructions 
and the blessings that resulted as well as those who were not 
obedient and the consequences that followed. Today we will learn 
God gave Moses instructions for building a special building called 
the Tabernacle and the importance of Moses’ obedience in following 
those instructions.

Do any of you know what a blueprint is? 
Encourage 
response. 

Display TE 4-1. A blueprint is a design 
of a structure that a builder can 
follow. It gives vital information as 
to the dimensions of the structure, 
where walls are to go, where 
appliances or sinks will go, and more. When the Israelites were in 
the wilderness, God gave Moses the design for a special building 
called the Tabernacle. God told Moses how big to make it, what to 
make it from, the different parts that would be in the building, and 
more. Today we will learn about the Tabernacle and why God had 
Moses make it.
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Items Needed:
• Construction paper
• Markers

Items Needed:
• TE 4-1

Option 1

Option 2

TE 4-1



STUDY THE WORD LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 4 so each student will have one. Once the 
Israelites left Egypt, Moses began 
leading them to the Promised Land 
of Canaan. They would have to travel 
through the wilderness to get there, 
but God would provide for their every 
need.

God wanted to be close to His 
people, but there was a problem. 
Remember last week when we 
learned about God’s holiness? 
Because He is holy, He cannot be close to sin. Just like we do, the 
Israelites had sin that needed to be forgiven. So God had to make 
a way for the people to receive forgiveness for their sin. He told 
Moses to make a meeting place, called the Tabernacle, which would 
be a holy place where no sin was allowed. It was designed to be 
assembled, disassembled, and transported with the Israelites as they 
traveled.

God gave Moses very specifi c instructions on how to build the 
Tabernacle and what to put inside. Everything in the Tabernacle was 
there to show the people how they could be close to God. Distribute 
Field Notes 4 and colored pencils to the students. Have them fold along 
the line, and turn to the inside. Have the students follow along and fi ll in the 
blanks as you point to and discuss the different areas of the Tabernacle.

Display TE 4-2. The Tabernacle was divided into three parts: the Outer 
Court, the Holy Place, and the Holy of Holies. Each of the rooms had 
different things in them, just like your house has different pieces of 
furniture in each room.

Use the permanent marker to write the names of the different items 
contained in each room on TE 4-3 as you talk about them. The Outer Court
contained the bronze altar and the bronze basin. God made a way 
for the people to be close to Him even though they had sinned. God 
chose Moses’ brother, Aaron, and his sons to be priests and serve 
God in the Tabernacle. When the people brought animals to be 
sacrifi ced as payment for their sin, the priests were the ones who 
would kill the animals in the Outer Court. When the blood from the 
animal covered the altar, each person’s sin was forgiven. This basin 
held water and was where the priests washed. They had to clean 
the “outside” of their bodies before going into the next room of the 
Tabernacle.

The Holy Place was the next room of the Tabernacle. Only the priests 
could go into the Holy Place, after they washed themselves in the 
basin of the Outer Court. There were three things in the Holy Place. 
The fi rst thing in the Holy Place was the golden lampstand. The 
priests had to tend to the lampstand so that its fi re never went out. 
God wanted it to burn at all times because it represented His glory, 
which never ends.

The Holy Place also had a golden table in it. On this table were 
twelve loaves of bread, one for each of the twelve tribes of Israel. 
The bread was an offering made to God from the people and was 

24

Items Needed:
• TE 4-2—TE 4-3
• Field Notes 4
• Colored pencils
• Permanent marker

TE 4-2

Field Notes 4

TE 4-3

Answer Guide



baked fresh every week. The incense altar was the third thing in the 
Holy Place. It is where the priests burned incense to create a sweet 
smell. When incense burns, it creates smoke that rises up. For this 
reason, God wanted the incense to burn at all times to represent the 
way the prayer of the people rises up to Him.

The fi nal room in the Tabernacle was the Most Holy Place or the Holy 
of Holies. The only thing that went in this room was a big golden 
box with gold angels on each side. This box was called the Ark of 
the Covenant. God instructed Moses to put three things in the ark: 
tablets of the Ten Commandments, Aaron’s rod, and a pot of manna. 
The ark was the most special of all the objects in the Tabernacle 
because it represented the actual presence of God.

Moses followed all of God’s instructions carefully. When the 
Tabernacle was fi nished, a wonderful thing happened. The presence 
of God (cloud) came down from the sky and covered the Tabernacle. 
Finally, the presence of God could be among the people. God loved 
His people and wanted to be close to them, so He made a way to do 
it. The Tabernacle was the moveable dwelling place of God until it 
was time for a permanent temple to be built for God’s presence.

DIG DEEPER LG

The Tabernacle tent was approximately 45 feet long, 15 feet high, and 
15 feet wide. Moses consecrated, or made sacred, everything with 
special oil to set it apart. Inside the Holy of Holies had no outside 
source of light, but was only lit up brightly by God’s own glory. No 
ordinary person could enter. Only the high priest was allowed in the 
most holy place and only once a year on a special holy day. Inside 
was a veil, like a curtain or screen, which shielded the Holy God from 
sinful man. It showed that sin was a barrier between God and man. 
Once the high priest entered the holy of holies, the smoke would 
shield his face from the direct view of God. He had to bow his head, 
take off his shoes, and bring a special blood offering to enter.

Over and over, the people had to bring sacrifi ces to the Tabernacle 
for their sins. But Jesus brought a new and better way (Hebrews 10:1-
9). When He died and came back to life, He became a living sacrifi ce. 
That means He covers all the sins of the believers—even the sin we 
haven’t done yet. Jesus is the only sacrifi ce we will ever need.

APPLY IT SG LG

Before class, divide the verse into nine sections and write the words on the 
paper plates. Spread the nine plates in a 
circle, but make sure the words are not in 
the correct order.

We all have a sin problem just like 
the Israelites did. We’ve broken the 
commands of a holy God, so we have 
to have our sin forgiven just like they 
did.

Items Needed:
• TE 1-3
• Nine paper plates
• Marker
•  Nine beanbags or 

beanbag animals
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God made a way for the Israelites to be close with Him, but they 
could only go so far. They couldn’t go into the Holy Place or the Holy 
of Holies. But when Jesus died for us on the cross, the Holy Spirit 
came to live within us. We may not see God’s presence in the cloud, 
but, as believers, we can know God in a closer way. We can feel Him 
at work in our lives.

Today we learned how much God loved the Israelites and wanted to 
be close to them. The same is true for us. Otherwise Jesus wouldn’t 
have had to die on the cross for our sin. But many of us take that 
truth for granted. Otherwise we would not want to sin and have 
anything separate us from Him. We would want to show our love to 
Him. Display TE 1-3 and review the application verse with the students by 
reading it together. We have focused on the fi rst part of Mark 12:30-31—
how we are to love God. Today we are going to talk about the second 
part—how to love our neighbors. The verse is not just referring to the 
people who live close to us. It’s also talking about the people in our 
family, our friends, our classmates, and anyone else who we interact 
with. We are to treat them like we would want to be treated—in ways 
that show God’s love through our words and actions. Our verse is 
divided into nine different sections. At each turn, you will stand in 
the center of the circle and toss the beanbags onto the sections of 
the verse in the correct order. Allow the students to use the application 
verse poster as a guide or ask for the help of their classmates if they need it. 
Another option is to give nine different students a beanbag and have them 
toss them, one at a time, onto the paper plates in the correct order. Repeat 
the activity as necessary to allow every student an opportunity to participate.

LIVE IT SG LG

Who is one person you would enjoy spending a day with? Encourage 
response. Remember no judging. Why 
would you want to spend time with 
him or her? Encourage response. It 
can be fun to imagine being able 
to spend time with these different 
people. But do you know there is 
Someone who is greater than anyone 
alive who wants to spend time with 
you? Add TE 1-5e to TE 1-5a. Today 
we learned we are to seek God’s presence. How do we do that? 
Encourage response. We do so by reading the Bible and learning more 
about Him, praying to Him, and by worshiping Him. The more time 
we spend with God, the closer we will be to Him. Followers of Jesus 
can have joy, not only here on earth, but also when we fi nally go to 
Heaven. We will live in the very presence of God and see Him face to 
face (1 John 3:2). Have the students refer to the Next Step section of their 
Field Notes. Your Next Step is to seek God’s presence by spending 
time with Him each day this week.
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Items Needed:
• TE 1-5a
• TE 1-5e
• Field Notes 4

TE 1-3

TE 1-5a

TE 1-5e

Field Notes 4



Keep Believing
July 4, 2021 Lesson 5 Text: James 1:1-18

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson is set in the early years of the 
New Testament Church, perhaps as early 
as 15 years after the resurrection of Jesus, 
when persecution, conflict, and putting faith 
into practice needed to be addressed.

Lesson Objective:
Our faith in God can help us when we experi-
ence trials in our lives. Choose the right attitude, 
ask God for help when experiencing trials, and 
be willing to help others as they go through 
them.

Application Verse:
James 1:22

Family Theme:
Faith Overcomes Trials

Bible Basics:
Learn James 1:22 with the students.
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q 1 cup of cornstarch

q ½ cup of water

q 2 plastic freezer bags

Option 2

q One index card or half a piece of 
paper

q Marker

q Clear glass

q Water

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 5-1

q Field Notes 5

q Pencils

q Bibles

DIG DEEPER
q TE 5-2a

q Field Notes 5

q Whiteboard and marker

APPLY IT
q TE 5-3

q TE 5-4

q Whiteboard and marker

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 5

q Colored pencils

q Seven index cards

q Marker



GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Place one of the plastic bags inside the other for 
durability. Pour 
the designated 

amounts of cornstarch and water into the 
inside bag, and make sure both bags are 
sealed tightly. Mix the two ingredients 
thoroughly. Do any of you know what 
the phrase diffi cult trials means? 
Encourage response. It’s when we 
are going through hard times or 
experiencing bad things. As you talk to the students about diffi cult trials, 
squeeze the bag to see how the mixture changes. Let the students see or 
feel the change in the mixture. What are some examples of diffi cult 
trials? Encourage response and don’t discount anyone’s idea of a hard time. 
Sometimes when we are going through these hard times, we feel like 
we are being squeezed. What are some things we might do when 
we are going through these trials? Encourage response. We might be 
tempted to whine, complain, or give up. We might feel like we are 
the only one these things happen to, but that’s not true. Everyone 
experiences hard times at some point in his or her life. Today we’ll 
learn the right reaction when we go through these hard times.

Share this optical illusion with the students to 
introduce 
the idea that 

sometimes we need to see things from a 
different perspective. Make an arrow on 
the index card about an inch or so wide. 
Make sure everyone can see it. Which 
way is the arrow pointing? Encourage 
response. Place the clear glass in front of 
the card. Add water to fi ll the glass. Now, 
which way is the arrow pointing? 
Encourage response. It will be pointing in 
the opposite direction.

This was an experiment to show you that the way we see things is 
not always the way they really are. Have any of you experienced hard 
or diffi cult times? Encourage response. Did you like going through 
them? Encourage response. No, we don’t like it when bad things 
happen to us. What do we usually do when we’re in the middle of 
those hard times? Encourage response. We often complain, whine, 
get upset, or quit. Sometimes we think we are the only ones who 
experience bad things. But that is not true. Everyone will experience 
diffi cult trials at some point in his or her life. The Bible tells us we 
are to go through our trials with joy. Do you think that’s easy or 
hard? Encourage response. Today we’ll learn through the book of 
James how God can help us fi nd joy when experiencing hard times.
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Items Needed:
•  One index card or half 

a piece of paper
• Marker
• Clear glass
• Water

Option 1
Items Needed:
• 1 cup of cornstarch
• ½ cup of water
• 2 plastic freezer bags

Option 2

Take Note:
Go to www.D6teacher.com
to download additional 
resources and answer keys 
for the Field Notes.



STUDY THE WORD LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 5 so each student will have one. Also, cut 
apart the sections from TE 5-1. Hard 
times, diffi culties, or trials of life . . . 
we all will experience them at some 
point in our lives. Today we are going 
to learn what the Bible says about 
these diffi cult times and what to do 
when they happen. Let’s turn to the 
book of James. Have the students fi nd 
the book of James in their Bibles. James 
is the author of this book and he 
called himself a “servant of God.” He was probably the half-brother 
of Jesus, and this letter and book was probably written about 15-20 
years after Jesus’ death and resurrection (A.D. 42-48). We’ll look at 
the fi rst chapter to fi nd the answers we need on how to keep going 
when dealing with the tough things that come into our lives.

After Jesus’ death, the Jewish religious leaders mistreated the 
early Christians in Jerusalem, so they left there and moved to the 
other cities to live. James is writing to these Christians and to us. 
Sometimes we might think because we are Christians that we 
shouldn’t have any problems, but that isn’t true. In fact, Jesus told 
His disciples they would have diffi cult times and problems, but they 
could be encouraged because He had overcome the world (John 
16:33b). Bad things happen because we live in a world of sin. At 
some point, every person will experience trials.

Distribute Field Notes 5 and pencils to the students. Have them fold along 
the line, and turn to the inside. Have the students follow along and answer the 
questions on the left side of their Field Notes.

Choose a student to read James 1:2. Display TE 5-1a. What are trials?
Trials are diffi cult times that we experience. They are the hard things 
that happen in our lives. Some examples are those times when we 
are experiencing loneliness, rejection, or bullying. They also include 
divorce, a parent losing a job or other money issues, or someone we 
care about being sick.

Display TE 5-1b. Why are trials good for us? Choose a student to read 
James 1:3-4. A trial is also a test of faith, patience, or endurance by 
suffering. The Bible says we should be glad when we have trials. 
They make us more understanding, help us have more faith, help us 
rely on God more and grow closer to Him, and teach us to be more 
patient and self-controlled.

Display TE 5-1c. Who do trials come from? Choose a student to read 
James 1:12-17. It seems James is talking about two different forms 
of testing or trials. The ones from God help us grow and mature. 
It leads to a life of success in Him. Tough times can teach us to be 
faithful. Just as we develop stronger muscles if we are diligent about 
lifting weights, we can get stronger inside when we go through 
trials and turn to Jesus to help us get through them. He will give us 
the strength we need to not only get through those times, but also 
learn to be more loving, kind, gentle, patient, and self-controlled as a 
result.

29

Items Needed:
• TE 5-1
• Field Notes 5
• Pencils
• Bibles

TE 5-1

Field Notes 5



The other leads to failure and is usually found in the form of 
temptation. A temptation is an invitation to something wrong. It 
is not a sin to be tempted, but it is a sin when we give in to the 
temptation and do what we know is wrong. God doesn’t tempt 
anyone to sin. Those temptations are from our selfi sh desires and 
from Satan. If we don’t fi ght against temptation, it will lead to sin. 
Even when we are going through the devil’s temptations, God is 
always with us.

Remember, God is pulling for us and helps us move closer to Him, 
and Satan is pulling against us to move us away from God.

DIG DEEPER LG

We learned what it means to have trials, but what does it mean to 
be faithful? To be faithful means to 
be full of faith, to keep believing, to 
be true and loyal. Faith is choosing 
to trust God in every situation. But 
our faith must be genuine. James 
says a person who doubts God has 
a divided loyalty and is like a wave 
of the sea that is blown and tossed 
by the wind. That person is not fi rm 
in his or her belief, but doubts God 
will do what He says. If we live by our feelings, we will be like that 
wave, going up and down and back and forth in our faith. We are to 
be a person who is faithful to God by continuing to trust in Him even 
during trials. We can remember our faith will overcome trials. Display 
TE 5-2a. We must keep believing in God. How do we do that? Write 
the following sentences on the white board and have the students fi ll in the 
blanks on the right side of their Field Notes.

• God is with us.

• God loves us.

• God is wise enough not to remove all trouble from our lives.

• God is powerful enough to bring good from the bad things that 
happen to us.

When we know and remember these truths, we can face whatever 
trouble comes to us.

APPLY IT SG LG

Read the scenarios from TE 5-3. Afterward discuss with the students how 
the trials the different people experienced 
ended up being good for them.

The book of James teaches us the 
importance of keeping our faith 
in God, especially during diffi cult 
times. He goes on to tell us we are 
not to just listen to what God’s Word 
says, but to actually do it. That is our 
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

God can use trials and diffi culties 
for good in our lives. This 
illustrates He is the sovereign 
Lord of all.

Items Needed:
• TE 5-2a
• Field Notes 5
•  Whiteboard and mark-

er

Items Needed:
• TE 5-3—TE 5-4
•  Whiteboard and mark-

er

TE 5-2a

Field Notes 5

TE 5-3



application verse for these next few weeks. Display TE 5-4 (next to the 
whiteboard) and introduce the verse to the students by having them read it 
with you. Why is it important to be a doer of God’s Word? Encourage 
response. A doer of the Word knows it is not enough to just hear and 
read the Bible. He or she must put what the Bible says into action. 
God wants us to know and do the truth.

Write the verse on a whiteboard with incorrect words scattered throughout 
the verse (e.g., Be drivers of the Word and not heroes only . . .). Choose 
different students to come to the board one at a time and erase one of the 
false words and write a true word in its place. The best way to know 
what is false is to compare it to the truth. Point to TE 5-4 next to the 
whiteboard. Say the verse together. Repeat the activity if time allows.

LIVE IT SG LG

Before class, write the word trials on four of the index cards, and write no 
trials on the other three. Today we 
learned the Bible teaches us to 
remain faithful throughout trials. 
Show a card that says “trials” and remind 
the students what they are. Remember, 
trials are the hard things, the 
diffi culties, the troubles, and the bad 
things that happen to us. Mix up the 
cards and lay them face down on the 
table. Do you think it would be great 
if you could pick only “no trials” cards? Encourage response. Ask a 
student to choose three cards and show them to the other students. Shuffl e 
the cards and allow another student to choose three cards. Remember the 
Bible tells us we will face trials in our lives, but here are three things 
to help us, as Christians, to get through. We can’t always choose 
what happens to us, but we can choose the right attitude. Viktor 
Frankl was a man who suffered horribly and had everything taken 
from him in a concentration camp during the Holocaust. He said 
there was one thing they could not take away—his ability to choose 
his own attitude. If we have the right attitude and believe that trials 
are for our good, we can have joy. That doesn’t mean that the bad 
things happening to you are good, just that we can grow from them.

The second thing to help us get through hard times is to ask God for 
help. God wants us to come to Him for help and really believe He 
is going to help us. He wants to give us wisdom—knowing the right 
thing to do and being able to do it (James 1:5). By trusting in God and 
His Word, we can stay faithful to Him through hard times.

The last thing is to help one another through trials. When we help 
others, we are helping ourselves. We need each other’s support 
when we are going through trials. If you have experienced loneliness, 
you are more aware of those who are being left out. If someone has 
been mean to you, you will want to be kind and caring to others.

Have the students refer to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your 
Next Step is to choose the right attitude, ask God for help when 
experiencing trials, and be willing to help others as they go through 
them.
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Items Needed:
• Field Notes 5
• Colored pencils
• Seven index cards
• Marker

Field Notes 5

TE 5-4



Keep Serving
July 1, 2021 Lesson 6 Text: James 1:19-27; 2:14-26

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson is set in the early years of the 
New Testament Church (around A.D. 45-
49). The Church was experiencing persecu-
tion and conflict, and some believers were 
not living out their faith. James reminded 
them that genuine faith results in action.

Lesson Objective:
Faith without action is useless. Show your faith 
through your actions to others.

Application Verse:
James 1:22

Family Theme:
Faith Results in Action

GET STARTED
Option 1

q TE 6-1

q Small container of water

q Two clear glasses or jars

q Paper towels

q One or two books to adjust the 
height of one glass

q Food coloring

Option 2

q TE 6-2

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 6-3

q TE 6-4

q TE 6-5

q Field Notes 6

q Pencils

DIG DEEPER
q TE 5-2b

APPLY IT
q TE 5-4

q TE 6-6

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 6

q Pencils

Bible Basics:
What does the Third Commandment mean? The Third Commandment (Exodus 
20:7) means that God’s name must always be used with respect and reverence.
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GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Introduce the option by pouring water into one of 
the glasses, 
fi lling it at 

least 2/3 full. As you can see, water 
naturally fl ows out of this container 
down into the glass. Do you think it’s 
impossible for the water to fl ow up 
instead of down? Encourage response. 
Would you believe me if I said I can 
make this water fl ow up into another 
glass? Encourage response. Watch as 
I prove to you that this can be done. 
Follow the instructions provided on TE 
6-1. Keep the demonstration visible to 
the students, as the water will continue 
to move upward into the other glass 
through the paper towel. The importance 
is not how the experiment worked, but 
how you relate it to the lesson. Many 
of you found it hard to believe that I could make the water move up 
into the other glass, but I was able to prove the words I said. James 
wrote about the Christians who said they had faith in God, but did 
nothing to show or prove it. Listen to hear what James said to these 
Christians.

Before class, cut apart the pieces from TE 6-2a. 
Keep the pieces 
hidden from 

the students and ask for four volunteers. 
Have the fi rst student choose a piece and 
read the statement aloud. The student 
must then try to do the task he or she 
read. After each volunteer’s attempt at 
the task, emphasize (and repeat) the statement, “you say one thing, but do 
another.”  The explanation of why the volunteer cannot complete the task may 
be explained after each attempt or after they have all been attempted (see TE 
6-2b).

Our four volunteers said, “I can,” but as you could see, each one 
was unable to complete their task. What statement did I say after 
each attempt? Encourage response. You say one thing, but do another. 
This is exactly what James wrote about in his book in the New 
Testament. The Christians were saying one thing, but doing another. 
In particular, James wrote how the Christians said they had faith in 
God, but did nothing to show or prove it. Listen to hear what James 
said to these Christians.
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Items Needed:
• TE 6-1
•  Small container of wa-

ter (enough to fi ll one 
glass 2/3 full)

•  Two clear glasses or 
jars

• Paper towels
•  One or two books to 

adjust the height of 
one glass

• Food coloring

Items Needed:
• TE 6-2

Option 1

Option 2

TE 6-1

TE 6-2a

TE 6-2b



STUDY THE WORD LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 6 so each student will have one. Paul 
explained that people come to faith 
as a result of hearing God’s Word 
(Romans 10:17). Our relationship 
with Jesus begins with our hearing 
and believing the Gospel. But that 
relationship should result in a change 
of heart, which leads to a change of 
action. God’s Word clearly tells us in 
James 1:22 that we are to do more 
than just hear the Word—we are to live it out in our lives.

Distribute Field Notes 6 and colored pencils to the students. Have them fold 
along the line, and turn to the inside. In the book of James, we read his 
words not only about having faith, but also about showing our faith. 
He asked the Christians where the proof of their faith was. Do any 
of you remember what faith is? Encourage response. It is choosing to 
trust God in every situation. Have the students write the defi nition on their 
Field Notes. James said faith without works is useless. So what do 
you think the works are that James speaks of? Encourage response. 
Works are what you do. Our actions should be indicators of our faith 
in Jesus.

James gives an example of how faith and works go together. Imagine 
a man who doesn’t have anything. He comes to you hungry, but 
instead of helping him, you say, “Be warm and fi lled!” Are you really 
helping him? No, the man is still hungry. It is not good to say you 
have faith, but do nothing. Faith without actions is useless.

James goes on to give examples of two people from the Old 
Testament to further illustrate his point. Allow the students to answer 
the two questions about Abraham and Rahab as you talk about these two 
Bible heroes.

Display TE 6-3. God promised Abraham and Sarah a son, whom they 
named Isaac, but it was many years before God’s promise was 
fulfi lled. But God was faithful to keep His promise. Several years 
after the birth of their son, Isaac, Abraham found himself in a diffi cult 
situation. God told Abraham to take Isaac to the land of Moriah and 
sacrifi ce him as an offering. God was testing Abraham’s faith. Do 
you think Abraham was willing to prove his faith in God? Encourage 
response. Display TE 6-4. Abraham’s actions proved his faith in God’s 
goodness and plan for his life. He took Isaac and followed God’s 
instructions. As Abraham was about to complete the task given to 
him, God stopped him, and rewarded Abraham for his obedience.

Display TE 6-5. The next example James used was a woman named 
Rahab. We will learn more about her in a couple of weeks. Rahab 
had heard about God and what He had done for His people. Rahab 
feared God, and she made a diffi cult choice to protect God’s men, 
putting her own life in danger. Her actions demonstrated her faith in 
God.
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Items Needed:
• TE 6-3—TE 6-5
• Field Notes 6
• Pencils

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

James confi rmed that God 
offers salvation and forgiveness 
through faith in Jesus Christ, 
but he also clarifi ed that genuine 
faith naturally leads to action and 
obedience.

Field Notes 6

TE 6-3

TE 6-4

TE 6-5

Take Note:
TE 6-5 will also be used in 
lesson 8.



We can learn from these examples that we are to demonstrate 
genuine faith in God by living out what we say we believe.

DIG DEEPER LG

The people and events from the Old Testament are more than a 
collection of interesting stories that 
happened a long, long time ago. 
They serve as examples for New 
Testament truths. Also, we must 
remember that nothing we can do 
will ever be enough, nor can we do 
enough, to earn our salvation. It is 
because of what Jesus did for us that we are to show others the 
change He has made in our hearts.

In these verses and in many others in the Bible, we are commanded 
to do something to show our faith. Ephesians 4:32 tells us to show 
kindness. Galatians 5:13b tells us to serve or help one another. As 
we obey God and do these things, we please Him. Display TE 5-2b. 
We must keep serving God even if it isn’t easy, convenient, or even 
appreciated because that is what God’s Word tells us to do.

APPLY IT SG LG

Before class, copy TE 6-6 so each student will have one. Because our 
goal is to please God, He knows we 
cannot do it with our own strength. 
Therefore, God has given us the Holy 
Spirit to help us. As we seek ways 
to prove our faith is in God, He will 
bring many opportunities for us to 
help and show love to others.

Display TE 5-4 and review the application 
verse with the students. James 1:22 reinforces today’s Bible truth that 
faith without works is useless. The proof of our faith in God is in 
what we do for Him. Do we obey Him? Do we serve Him? Do we 
love Him? Do we worship Him? As Christians, we must not only hear 
God’s words, but we must do what God says. If we don’t, we are 
deceiving ourselves. Do any of you know what the word deceiving 
means? Encourage response. It means you believe something that is 
not true. To help us remember our verse, let’s learn some motions to help 
us with the key words in the verse. Distribute TE 6-6 to the students and 
demonstrate the motions provided as you say the words to the verse. Then 
have the students do the motions as they say the verse with you. After the 
students become familiar with the motions, replace the verbal language for 
the words with the motions as everyone says the verse.

This Bible verse and today’s truth is essential to others knowing 
about our faith in God. We can say lots of words and listen to many 
sermons and Bible lessons. But unless we do what God’s Word says, 
everything else is useless. As Christians, we must make the choice to 
do what God says, even when it’s not easy.
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Items Needed:
• TE 5-2b

Items Needed:
• TE 5-4
• TE 6-6

TE 5-2b

TE 5-4

TE 6-6



LIVE IT SG LG

So are we saved by works or by faith? Do you and I have to do a list 
of works to have forgiveness of our 
sin? Choose a student to read Ephesians 
2:8-9. God’s Word tells us we are 
saved by faith; by believing Jesus 
died for our sin and receiving the 
free gift of salvation. We can never 
do enough good words, give enough 
money, or attend enough church 
services to get to Heaven. Some people say they are are Christians, 
but they don’t want to do anything for Him. But once we become a 
Christian, we should want to do good works. Our response to who 
God is and what He has done for us should be, “What can I do to 
please Him?” We don’t have to do big things, but we can look for 
simple ways to care for others and be obedient to God every day.

Distribute pencils to the students, and have them look on the right side of 
their Field Notes. You will notice the three places of home, school, and 
church listed on your Field Notes. In each of these places, there is 
space to write ways you can prove your faith to God through works. 
Allow time for the students to write different ways they can show their faith. 
This chart is there to help you be accountable. Have the students refer 
to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to show 
your faith through your actions to others. End class with prayer for your 
students that they will please God through their actions and others will see 
the evidence of their faith.
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Items Needed:
• Field Notes 6
• Pencils

Field Notes 6



Keep Following 
God’s Way

July 18, 2021 Lesson 7 Text: James 3:1—4:12

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of the 
Bible

This lesson is set in the early years of the New 
Testament Church. The Church was experienc-
ing persecution and conflict, and some believ-
ers were not living out their faith. James re-
minded them that genuine faith chooses godly 
conduct.

Lesson Objective:
God’s Word tells us why self-control with 
our words is important. Think before you 
speak, choose your words carefully, and let 
your actions reflect your faith.

Application Verse:
James 1:22

Family Theme:
Faith Chooses Godly Conduct

Bible Basics:
What does the Fourth Commandment mean? The Fourth Commandment (Exodus 
20:8) instructs us to keep one day in seven as a special day of worship, set apart from 
the other six days. In the Christian era this day is Sunday in celebration of Jesus’ resur-
rection on that day.
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q TE 7-1

Option 2

q Magnets

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 7-2

q Field Notes 7

q Pencils

DIG DEEPER
q TE 7-3

q Match

q Cup of water

APPLY IT
q TE 5-2c

q TE 5-4

q Beanbag or small stuffed animal

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 7



GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Before class, copy TE 7-1 so each student will have 
one. Distribute 
TE 7-1 to the 

students and allow time for them to 
say each tongue twister as quickly as 
possible at least fi ve times. These are 
called tongue twisters for a good 
reason. The words are tricky and 
get all twisted up as we try to say them aloud. Today we are going 
to learn more from the book of James. We will learn he wrote about 
something that is not easy to do and that is be careful with the 
words we say. Have any of you ever said anything and immediately 
wished you could take it back? Encourage response. Most of us have. 
As Christians, we must learn to control what we say and how we say 
it. Listen as we learn why our words matter to God and to others.

Before I give each of you a magnet, I want 
to explain 
today’s 

experiment. Magnets are pieces of 
iron, ore, or other material that are 
made up of specifi c atoms so they 
are either attracted to or repel each 
other. I am going to give each one 
of you a magnet, and you are going 
to explore the room to discover items your magnet will and will not 
stick to. Allow time for the students to do the activity. Collect the magnets 
from the students and have them name some different items their magnet was 
attracted to as well as some that it resisted.

James 4:7 tells us we are to be attracted to God and His ways. But 
in the same verse, we are warned to resist sin so Satan will leave us 
alone. Hold up a magnet. This magnet, because of what it is made of, 
is not attracted to some items and will resist them. As Christians, 
we must not be attracted to sin, but resist anything we might think, 
say, or do that go against God’s way. Listen carefully to the lesson to 
learn how to do that.

STUDY THE WORD LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 7 so each student will have one. Also, cut 
apart the warning signs from TE 7-2. 
As James continued writing to the 
Christians, he focused on some 
signs to help them and us follow 
God’s way. Distribute Field Notes 7 and 
pencils to the students. Have them fold 
on the line, and turn to the inside. Have 
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Option 1
Items Needed:
• TE 7-1

Items Needed:
•  Magnets (one per 

student)

Items Needed:
• TE 7-2
• Field Notes 7
• Pencils

Option 2

TE 7-1

Field Notes 7



the students fi ll in the blanks as you discuss what God’s Word says in James 
about following God’s way.

Display TE 7-2a. We are to watch our words. James told the Christians 
he wrote to that words are very powerful and should not be used 
the wrong way. Words can build people up or they can hurt people’s 
feelings. Words should be the truth and not lies. Words can express 
joy, kindness, and love. They should not be angry, mean, or hateful. 
James explained that some Christians praise God with their words 
one minute, and then curse people who are made in His image the 
next. Just as both fresh and bitter water don’t come from the same 
fountain, neither should blessing and cursing come from the same 
mouth (James 3:1-12).

James changes his focus from words to actions. He talks about two 
different types of wisdom—godly and worldly—and how that wisdom 
is evident through our actions. Display TE 7-2b. James tells us we are 
to get along with others. It is diffi cult to do this if we are jealous and 
selfi sh. When these characteristics are a part of our lives, it can lead 
to doing wrong things to get what we want and it says to God that 
we are not content with the things He has given us. Pride becomes 
more important to us than following God’s way. Those actions are 
not from God. Instead, He wants us to treat those around us with 
gentleness and mercy and to live a life of peace (James 3:13—4:3).

Display TE 7-2c. We are to run from sin. We cannot love sin and love 
God. Do any of you remember what sin is? Encourage response. Sin 
is anything we think, say, or do that goes against God’s way. We 
cannot obey God just a little bit; we are either running away from sin 
or running toward it. We learned a few weeks ago that God is holy, 
which means He never has nor will He ever sin. God wants us to be 
more like Him, growing in holiness. Satan, however, wants us to be 
attracted to and give into sin. It’s an ongoing battle for us. But when 
we resist and refuse to give in to Satan, he loses his battle against 
God and us.

Display TE 7-2d. We are to show grace to others. Grace is when we 
get what we don’t deserve. God gave us grace when Jesus took our 
punishment when He died on the cross. We are disobeying God 
when we refuse to give grace and instead judge others. Again, that is 
an attitude of pride, not obedience to God. We show grace to others 
when we say helpful words and do acts of kindness for them. God 
alone is the judge of all (James 4:11-12).

DIG DEEPER LG

James warned about how something so small, such as our tongue, 
can affect so much. He gave some 
examples of how small things are so 
important and can have such control. 
Display TE 7-3 and point to the different 
pictures. The fi rst example was of a 
horse and a bit, the part of a bridle 
that fi ts inside a horse’s mouth. You 
can guide a large horse by that small 
bit, making the horse turn one way 
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TE 7-2a

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

The damage our words can 
cause reminds us that sin 
brought death and destruction 
into the world.

Items Needed:
• TE 7-3
• Match
• Cup of water

TE 7-3

TE 7-2b

TE 7-2c

TE 7-2d



or the other or stop and go. The second example was of a boat and 
rudder. Even in a storm, that small rudder can change the direction 
of a very large boat. Display the match before striking it. In the third 
example, a small spark can set an entire forest on fi re, destroying 
thousands of homes, buildings, and acres of beautiful trees and 
land. Blow out the match and place it in the cup of water. These examples 
remind us of the power that small things can have. We may think the 
words we say may seem insignifi cant, but they can produce powerful 
results, both good and bad.

APPLY IT SG LG

Display TE 5-2c. This week we learned we are to keep following God’s 
way. How do we do that? Encourage 
response. We keep our faith in who 
God is (holy, powerful, forgiving, etc.) 
and continue to grow closer to Him 
by studying His Word, spending 
time with Him, and learning more 
about Him. Display TE 5-4 and review 
the application verse with the students 
by saying it together. In addition, our 
application verse tells us we must 
not only listen to God’s Word, but we must do what He says. Does it 
seem impossible to follow God completely? Encourage response. The 
good news is when we choose to accept and trust in Jesus, He gives 
us the Holy Spirit to help us make better choices and obey Him. The 
more we love God and let Him be in charge of our lives, the more 
we will be able to control our thoughts, words, and actions. We will 
never be 100% successful, but He will help us know when we are 
wrong so we can confess the sin and repent to receive forgiveness. 
He will help us learn to want to say no to sin and yes to God.

Have the students form a circle. Explain that you will say the fi rst word of the 
verse and toss the beanbag to one of the students who will say the second 
word of the verse. He or she will toss it to another student who will say the 
third word. Continue until the entire verse, including the reference, has been 
said. Allow the students to refer to the application verse poster if needed. 
Also, encourage students to toss the beanbag to someone who has not yet 
said a word to the verse. If you have a large class, you may want to divide 
into groups and give each group a beanbag. End the activity by having all the 
students say the verse together.

LIVE IT SG LG

 The Bible gives us instructions on how to live our lives so others 
will see our faith through our words 
and actions. But it isn’t always easy 
to do so. God has given us the Holy 
Spirit to help us, but we must listen 
to His voice and ignore the Devil’s 
temptations. Living God’s way 
includes not only choosing our words 
carefully, but also being aware of how we say them. We must choose 
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Items Needed:
• TE 5-2c
• TE 5-4
•  Beanbag or small 

stuffed animal

Items Needed:
• Field Notes 7

TE 5-2c

TE 5-4



to allow right thoughts in our minds so wrong words don’t come out 
of our mouths. When we treat others with kindness and grace, we 
honor God with our actions. When we choose to say yes to God and 
no to the Devil, we are showing our faith to God in ways others can 
see. Choosing to follow God’s way is always the right choice. Have 
the students refer to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next 
Step is to think before you speak, choose your words carefully, and 
let your actions refl ect your faith. End class with prayer, asking God to 
help your students know He wants them to use their words to help others and 
show them His love. Remind the students the Devil wants them to use their 
words to hurt others. Pray the students will be bold in saying yes to God and 
no to Satan.   
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Field Notes 7

Are you on Facebook? Join the D6 Curriculum 
Teachers group, a place of community for you to share 
stories, ask questions, get advice, and engage in con-
versations with other D6 curriculum teachers.



Keep Acting in Faith
July 25, 2021 Lesson 8 Text: Joshua 2:1-24

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson is set around 1406 B.C. after 
the Exodus from Egypt and after the chil-
dren of Israel had wandered in the wilder-
ness for forty years. God made them do this 
because they refused to trust Him to drive 
their enemies out and give them the land He 
had promised them.

Lesson Objective:
Rahab acted in faith when she hid the spies 
from the king’s men. Look for opportunities to 
put your faith into action.

Application Verse:
James 1:22

Family Theme:
Faith Brings Deliverance

GET STARTED
Option 1

q Jenga game

q Copy paper

q Scissors

q Tape

q Pen

q Construction paper

q Marker

Option 2

q A rope

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 6-5

q TE 8-1

APPLY IT
q TE 5-2d

q TE 5-4

q TE 8-2

q Field Notes 8

q Colored pencils

q Cardstock

q Scissors

q Single-hole punch

q Yarn

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 8

Bible Basics:
What does the Fifth Commandment mean? The Fifth Commandment (Exodus 
20:12) directs us to show proper respect and obedience to our parents. By extension, 
the commandment also instructs us to show proper respect to all those with legitimate 
authority over us.
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GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Before class, use the marker to write Useful to God 
on one piece 
of construction 

paper and Useless to God on the other. 
Cut the copy paper into small pieces that 
will fi t on the Jenga pieces. Write the list 
of words in the sidebar on the pieces of 
paper and tape them to the Jenga pieces. 
Have the game pre-stacked with the 
words on the bottom side of the pieces. 
Not all of the pieces have to have a word 
on them. Have the students take turns 
pulling out a Jenga piece. When a student 
pulls a piece with a word on it, he or 
she will put it under the correct heading 
written on the construction paper. Once 
the pieces fall in the game, move all of the pieces that were placed in the 
Useless to God category to the Useful to God one. In our lesson today, 
we are going to learn how a woman named Rahab would seem 
useless to God, but how, in fact, she was useful to God. We will learn 
how she demonstrated great faith through her actions. We can all be 
useful to God if we allow Him to use us.

Display the rope so all of the students can see 
it. Ask for 
a volunteer 

to climb to the top of the rope, using 
nothing else (it is impossible). Why is 
it impossible to climb this rope? 
Encourage response. It must be 
anchored to something. What 
are some things the rope could be anchored to for you to climb 
it? Encourage response. The rope would have to be anchored to 
something strong enough to hold it in place as you were climbing 
it. This rope is like our faith in Jesus. It is important to have faith, 
but it must be strong enough to hold you during hard times. Jesus 
has proven His strength through His miracles and through His 
resurrection. Today we are going to learn how a young woman’s faith 
in God was strong enough to save her from death. Listen to hear how 
a rope is used in the lesson.
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Option 1
Items Needed:
• Jenga game
• Copy paper
• Scissors
• Tape
• Pen
•  Construction paper 

(two pieces)
• Marker

Items Needed:
• A rope

Jenga Words:

Liar, thief, spy, doctor, preacher, 
nurse, murderer, prisoner, bully, 
cheater, teacher

Option 2



STUDY THE WORD LG

Divide the students into two groups and give one group TE 6-5 and the other 
group TE 8-1. Explain to the students that 
whenever the word Rahab is mentioned in 
the lesson, the group with her picture will 
stand up and the group with the picture 
of the spies will sit. Whenever the word 
spies are mentioned, the Rahab group will 
sit down and the group with the picture of 
the spies will stand.

Today we are going to learn about a woman named Rahab who put 
her faith in God into action.

Moses, the man who led Israel out of Egypt, died and the people 
needed someone to lead them. God appointed a man named Joshua 
to lead the Israelites into the Promised Land He had for them. But 
the people who were currently living in the land did not love or serve 
God and did very bad things. So Joshua chose two spies (have the 
spies group stand) to go on a secret mission. He told the men to look 
over the land of Jericho and fi nd out more about it. So the spies 
traveled to Jericho. They stayed at the house of a woman named 
Rahab (have the Rahab group stand). The king of Jericho heard about 
the spies (spies group stands) entering the city and sent his men to 
tell Rahab (Rahab group stands) to bring out the two spies (spies group 
stands) who had come to spy on Jericho. But Rahab (Rahab group 
stands) had taken the two spies (spies group stands) and hidden them 
under the fl ax that was spread out on the rooftop. Rahab (Rahab 
group stands) told the king’s men that the men had been there, but 
she did not know whom they were or where they had come from. She 
told the king’s men that the spies (spies group stands) had left before 
the city gates closed. Rahab (Rahab group stands) said she didn’t 
know where the men went, but she was certain if they hurried they 
would be able to catch them. So the king’s men tried to chase down 
the two spies (spies group stands).

As soon as the king’s men left the city, the gates closed behind 
them. Jericho had a giant wall around it to keep the city safe. The 
gates closed at sunset and opened back up at sunrise. Rahab (Rahab 
group stands) talked with the spies (spies group stands) before they 
left. She told them that she knew God had given them this land. She 
and her people were afraid. They had heard how God parted the Red 
Sea when He brought the Israelites out of Egypt, and how He had 
destroyed their enemies. Rahab (Rahab group stands) told the men 
her people feared God and asked them to show mercy on her and 
her family. She asked that the men spare her life and the lives of her 
family when they came to destroy Jericho, and the spies (spies group 
stands) agreed.

So Rahab (Rahab group stands) let the two spies (spies group stands) 
down through her window, which was on the outside wall of Jericho, 
by lowering them with a red rope. Rahab (Rahab group stands) told 
them that they must run for the hills and hide for three days so the 
kings’ men would not fi nd them. Before the spies (spies group stands)
left, they instructed Rahab (Rahab group stands) to gather her family 
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Take Note:
Women had little to no say in the 
direction their lives took in this 
period of history. A girl’s father 
determined her future. Most often 
marriages were arranged, but 
occasionally, if a girl caught the 
eye of someone with money and 
power, like a king, a family would 
have been compensated very 
nicely for allowing their daughter 
to join the king’s harem. But the 
point of Rahab’s story is that a 
person from any social status and 
background can demonstrate 
faith in God and experience a 
new life.

Items Needed:
• TE 6-5
• TE 8-1

TE 6-5

TE 8-1



in her house, and hang the red rope out of her window in order for 
them to be saved.

The two spies (spies group stands) went to the hills and waited three 
days. The king’s men did not fi nd them and returned to the city. The 
two spies then returned to Joshua and gave a full report. They told 
him God had given the entire country to them and told him about the 
fear the people had because of them.

DIG DEEPER LG

This story of faith in action also shows Rahab’s humanness as seen 
in her lie and deception to the king’s spies. While lying is never 
acceptable to God, one difference in her lie versus the ones we tend 
to tell is hers protected the lives of the spies, whereas ours typically 
protect ourselves. Also, Rahab did not know the Ten Commandments 
nor was she familiar with God’s laws. Her choice of action, as fl awed 
as it was, was based purely on her faith in the power of the one, 
true God. Because Rahab’s good works proved her faith, her name 
is found among other great heroes of faith such as Noah, Abraham, 
Isaac, Moses, David, and many more in the New Testament book of 
Hebrews.

Hebrews was written over a thousand years after her story took 
place. The story of Rahab and how she helped the nation of Israel 
had been passed down for over a thousand years. Her greater role in 
history came later in life when she became the great-grandmother of 
David. Her ancestry is responsible for Jesus being born.

APPLY IT SG LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 8 so each student will have one. Also, copy 
TE 8-2 on cardstock and cut apart so 
each student will have one. Cut the yarn 
into 10" lengths so each student will have 
one. Distribute Field Notes 8 and colored 
pencils to the students. Have them fold 
along the line, and turn to the inside. 
Allow time for them to fi ll in the blanks 
as a review of the lesson. If time allows, 
let the students complete the crossword 
puzzle. Display TE 5-2d. We can learn 
from Rahab’s example to keep acting 
in faith. Rahab and the people of 
Jericho had heard about this one true 
God who had done many miracles. 
But she was the one who placed her 
faith in Him. Do any you remember 
what faith is? Encourage response. 
Faith is choosing to trust God in every situation. How did Rahab 
demonstrate her faith through her actions? Encourage response. She 
risked her life by not only hiding the spies from the king’s men, but 
also by lying to them about where the spies were. Rahab then helped 
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Rahab is a wonderful example 
of how God offers salvation 
and forgiveness through faith in 
Jesus Christ. She trusted in God, 
and He delivered her.

Items Needed:
• TE 5-2d
• TE 5-4
• TE 8-2
• Field Notes 8
• Colored pencils
• Cardstock
• Scissors
• Single-hole punch
• Yarn

TE 5-2d

Field Notes 8



the spies escape. Both the spies and Rahab chose to trust God to 
keep them safe.

Display TE 5-4 and review the application verse with the students. 
Rahab backed up her faith by following through with actions that 
demonstrated her faith was real. We can say we believe something, 
but unless we prove it through our actions, they are merely words. 
For example, we can say we believe that the bridge we need to drive 
across is safe, but we prove our trust by being willing to drive across 
it. When we believe in God, we need to show our belief in Him by 
doing good words in His name.

Distribute a section from TE 8-2 and colored pencils to the students. Have 
the students write the application verse on the blank side of the bookmark 
and color the letters for faith on the other side. Distribute a piece of yarn and 
let the students use the single-hole punch to make a hole where indicated on 
the bookmark. Show the students how to thread the yarn through the hole 
and secure it. Encourage the students to use their bookmarks as a reminder 
to be a doer of God’s Word and act in faith.

LIVE IT SG LG

Rahab’s story is just one example of how God uses imperfect people 
to accomplish His plan. God sees 
beyond our past mistakes and looks 
at our hearts. He can use the most 
unlikely of people to do His work 
because He sees us differently than 
we look at people. We can learn 
from the example of Rahab to honor 
God with our actions like she did. Rahab had faith. She knew about 
God’s power and the love He had for His people. Rahab acted upon 
her faith. She backed up her faith with her own life. She placed her 
complete trust that the spies would honor their word and spare her 
and her family.

How can you demonstrate your faith in your actions? Encourage 
response. Some examples include keeping your word, standing up for 
those who are wronged, being a person of integrity, being a good 
friend, showing kindness to others, forgiving others, and speaking 
God’s truth in loving ways. There are so many different ways we 
can act in faith. We just have to be willing to do so. Have the students 
refer to the Next Step on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to look for 
opportunities to put your faith into action.
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TE 5-4

TE 8-2

Items Needed:
• Field Notes 8

Field Notes 8



Keep Obeying

August 1, 2021 Lesson 9 Text: Joshua 6:1-27

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson is set a few days after the spies 
returned from Jericho with a good report. 
God had stopped the flow of the Jordan 
River so His people could cross and begin 
to take the land God had promised them.

Lesson Objective:
Joshua obeyed God’s unusual plan in leading 
the Israelites around Jericho. Follow God’s way 
and be obedient in your faith.

Application Verse:
James 1:22

Family Theme:
God Honors Obedience

Bible Basics:
What does the Sixth Commandment mean? The Sixth Commandment (Exodus 
20:13) teaches us human life is sacred. We should use all lawful means of preserving 
human life, both others and ours. It is wrong to commit murder
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GET STARTED
Option 2

q TE 9-1

q Pencils

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 9-2

q Large cardboard boxes or a dark 
colored sheet

q Paper towel tubes

q Paper

q Tape or glue

APPLY IT
q TE 5-4

q Index cards

q Pen

q Bag

LIVE IT
q TE 5-2e

q Field Notes 9

q Pencils

q Bibles



GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Play a short game of Red Light, Green Light. You 
will be the traffi c cop. The students will be the cars. 
Have the traffi c cops and cars line up 15-20 feet 

apart facing each other (the cars on one side and the traffi c cop on the other 
side. When the traffi c cop says, “green light,”  the cars move toward the traffi c 
cop. When the traffi c cop says, “red light,”  all the cars must stop. When the 
traffi c cop says, “yellow light,”  all the cars must move slowly. If any cars move 
after the traffi c cop calls the red light, they must return to the starting line. The 
goal of the game is to make it to the other side. Play several rounds as time 
allows letting different students have a turn being the traffi c cop.

In this game, you had to follow the traffi c rules or you had to pay the 
consequences. Obedience is a very important rule to follow. We must 
work on obeying our parents, teachers, and other people in authority 
in our lives. Today we will learn from our lesson the importance of 
always obeying God.

Before class, copy TE 9-1 so each student will 
have one. 
Distribute TE 

9-1 and pencils to the students. Instruct 
the students to follow the directions, and 
allow time for them to do the activity. 
What did you learn from this activity? 
Encourage response. Have you ever 
had instructions that didn’t make 
sense to you? Encourage response. Today we are going to learn about 
some instructions God gave to Joshua. They didn’t make sense to 
him or the people who were to follow them. But they demonstrated 
obedient faith to God in following them.

STUDY THE WORD LG

Before class, create the wall of Jericho using large cardboard boxes, or have 
a dark colored sheet for two students to 
hold. Also, create several shofars from 
paper towel tubes and paper. Form a 
cone from the paper and either tape or 
glue the cone to one end of the paper 
towel tube. Make a copy of TE 9-2 for 
every student. Divide the students into the 
following roles: Joshua, priests to pretend 
to carry the Ark, priests who blow shofars, 
and two students to stand by or hold the 
wall of Jericho. The remaining students 
will be the Israelites. You will read the part 
of the Narrator. Distribute the shofars to 
the students in the group who will blow 
the shofars. Distribute TE 9-2 to each student.
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Items Needed:
• TE 9-1
• Pencils

Items Needed:
• TE 9-2
•  Large cardboard box-

es or a dark colored 
sheet

• Paper towel tubes
• Paper
• Tape or glue

Option 1

Option 2

TE 9-1

TE 9-2



Narrator: Now the walls of Jericho were securely locked because of 
the Israelites. No one came in and no one went out. Then the Lord 
said to Joshua, “I am giving Jericho to you. Here is what you are to 
do: March around the city with all of your soldiers. Circle the city 
once, and do this for six days. Have the priest carry the ram’s horn 
trumpets in front of the Ark. On the seventh day, march around the 
city seven times while the priests blow their horns. Then, after a long 
blast on the ram’s horn, the people should all shout together at once 
and then the walls will fall down. Then all of the people should enter 
the city.” So Joshua said to the priests:

Joshua: Take up the Ark of the Covenant. Seven priests are to carry 
the ram’s horns in front of the Ark.

Narrator: Then Joshua said to all the people:

Joshua: Let’s go! Let’s march around the city with the priests ahead of 
the Ark.

Narrator: So it happened. Joshua spoke and the people obeyed and 
did as he said. Joshua said to the people:

Joshua: Don’t shout! In fact, don’t even speak, even as much as a 
whisper, until you hear me say “shout,” then you may shout away!

Have the group march once around the wall in order: Priests with the shofars, 
priests with the Ark, and the Israelites.

Narrator: On the second day, they circled the city once then headed 
back to camp.

Have the group march once around the wall in order again.

Narrator: They did this for six days.

You may have the students march silently around the wall again four more 
times, counting off the days as they do it.

Narrator: On the seventh day, the Israelites got up early and marched 
around the city the same way, but did it seven times on this day.

Have students march silently around the wall six times.

Narrator: On the seventh time around, the priests blew their horns, 
and Joshua said to the people:

Joshua: God has given you the city! The city and everything in it is 
under a holy curse and offered up to God. Except for Rahab—she 
is to live, she and everyone in her house with her, because she hid 
the spies we sent. As for you, watch yourselves in the city under 
holy curse. Be careful that you don’t covet anything in it and take 
something that’s cursed, endangering the camp of Israel with the 
curse and making trouble for everyone. All silver and gold, all vessels 
of bronze and iron are holy to God. Put them in God’s treasury.

Narrator: So the priests blew their trumpets. Cue priests to blow horns.

Narrator: When the people heard the trumpets, they gave a loud 
thunderous shout! Cue Israelites to shout.

Narrator: The wall of Jericho fell at once! Knock the wall over.
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Narrator: They rushed immediately into the city and took it. Everything 
in the city was under a holy curse, including the people and their 
animals. Except for Rahab—she and the family in her house were 
rescued because they believed in God. The city was destroyed, and 
everything in it, except for the gold, silver, bronze, and iron. Those 
were placed in God’s treasury. Joshua said that whoever rebuilt the 
city would be cursed; he would pay for the building of the wall with 
the life of his fi rst born, and the building of the gates with the life of 
his youngest son. God was with Joshua, and he became famous all 
around the land.

DIG DEEPER LG

The city of Jericho is one of the oldest cities on earth. It was also 
a huge city. It had a stone wall that was constructed as a double 
wall. The outer part was 12-15 feet high and six feet thick. Consider 
measuring this out for the students to visualize. The inner part of the wall 
was even larger—20-26 feet tall and 6-8 feet thick. Usually when an 
army was trying to take over a city, they would block the city gate 
and starve the people so they would give up. They might also try to 
tunnel underneath the wall or build a ramp of mounded up dirt to get 
over the wall. All of these methods took a long time, and the army 
would be attacked the whole time.

In the last verse of the story, God said whoever rebuilt the city of 
Jericho would be cursed and would pay for it with the lives of his 
fi rstborn and youngest children. Joshua’s curse happened hundreds 
of years later. First Kings 16:34 tells about a man named Hiel, who 
rebuilt Jericho to impress an evil king and queen. Hiel had heard of 
Joshua’s warning to not rebuild the wall and the consequences if he 
did. But he obviously didn’t believe them. As soon as the wall had 
been built, his fi rstborn died and as the wall was fi nished and the 
gate was set, his youngest son died, just as Joshua said. The city of 
Jericho was under a holy curse that apparently extended indefi nitely.

APPLY IT SG LG

Before class, write each student’s name 
on an index card, and place the cards 
inside the bag. The city of Jericho was 
unconquerable. If you were going 
to make a plan to get into Jericho, 
would God’s plan seem to be most 
logical? Encourage response. Probably 
not to us, but God showed His power 
with this miraculous act. God’s plan for bringing down the wall 
seemed silly, but Joshua followed His plan exactly and his obedience 
to God’s instructions brought victory. It was completely God who 
brought down that huge wall.

Display TE 5-4 and review the application verse with the students. Joshua 
heard God’s instructions and he chose to follow them. The priests 
and leaders followed God’s instructions too. They were doers of 
God’s word, even when it didn’t make sense. They lived by faith in 
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Just as God gave Joshua 
instructions, He gives us 
instruction in His Word. The 
Bible is God’s Word.

Items Needed:
• TE 5-4
• Index cards
• Pen
• Bag

TE 5-4



God. Remember, faith is choosing to trust God in every situation. 
God’s way is not man’s way. We don’t always understand His ways, 
but they are always best and we are always to obey them.

Choose two names from the bag, and have those two students say the verse 
together. Allow each of them to choose a name from the bag to indicate 
which two students will say the verse next. Continue until all of the students 
have said the verse. If time allows, place all of the names back into the bag 
and repeat the activity.

LIVE IT SG LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 9 so each student will have one. Display 
TE 5-2e. Today we learned we are 
to keep obeying God. Joshua led 
the Israelites by example and they 
followed him, being obedient to 
God’s instructions. We can learn 
from Joshua’s example too. What are 
some things God might ask us to do 
that don’t make sense? Encourage 
response. He might ask us to forgive 
the person who we think of as our 
enemy. He may ask us to share 
something good Jesus has done for you with a classmate. He may 
ask you to stand up and defend Him when someone is using His 
name inappropriately. Obedience to God isn’t always easy. What can 
we do when we are faced with a situation where we need to obey 
God, but we are afraid or just don’t want to? Encourage response. 
We can pray and ask God for help or to soften our hearts. We can 
learn verses from His Word that will help us when we are facing 
temptation from the Devil. Remember, Satan’s way may seem easier, 
but God’s path is always the right way. We can always trust in God’s 
promises. Doing so can help grow our faith and help us be obedient 
to His Word. Distribute Field Notes 9, pencils, and Bibles to the students. 
Have the fold along the line, and turn to the inside. Allow time for the students 
to look up the verses and fi ll in the blanks. If time allows, fi nd the words in the 
word search. Have the students refer to the Next Step section of the Field 
Notes. Your Next Step is to follow God’s way and be obedient in your 
faith. End class with prayer for your students that they will remember His way 
is better than our way. Ask God to help your students remember the story of 
Joshua and and how he was obedient to God’s instructions for bringing down 
the wall of Jericho.

51

Items Needed:
• TE 5-2e
• Field Notes 9
• Pencils
• Bibles

Field Notes 9

TE 5-2e

Field Notes 9

Take Note:

Splink is a simple way to link your family together spiritually. Through FREE 
weekly emails packed with ideas, Splink helps you and your family engage in 
conversation. Whether it’s making memories or having fun together, Splink 
allows you to capture those teachable moments to impress spiritual truths 
and life lessons on your kids. No matter where you are, there’s always time to 
Splink!

Sign up for Splink at D6family.com/Splink.



Depend on God
August 8, 2021 Lesson 10 Text: Judges 4:1-16

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson is set around 1200 B.C. in the 
time between the death of Joshua and the 
rise of the monarchy. The Israelites began a 
cycle of apostasy in which they repeatedly 
turned away from God, only to be delivered 
by a series of judges. Deborah was the 
fourth such judge.

Lesson Objective:
God used a female judge named Deborah to 
carry out His plan. Depend on God to help you 
as you obey and trust Him.

Application Verse:
Nehemiah 9:17b

Family Theme:
God Chooses Unusual Leaders

GET STARTED
Option 1

q 12 toothpicks

Option 2

q Three large bowls

q Very warm water

q Cold water with ice cubes

q Lukewarm water

q Towel or paper towels

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 10-1

q TE 10-2

q TE 10-3

APPLY IT
q TE 10-4

q Construction paper

q Scissors

q Index cards

q Bag

q Marker

LIVE IT
q TE 10-5a

q Field Notes 10

q Pencils

Bible Basics:
What does the Seventh Commandment mean? The Seventh Commandment (Ex-
odus 20:14) means the marriage covenant is to be guarded from any sexual impurities. 
Husbands and wives are to be faithful to one another.
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GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Do any of you like puzzles? Encourage 
response. 
Let’s see if 

you can solve this puzzle. Display the 
toothpicks. Place them as indicated in the 
fi rst diagram in the sidebar. I have made 
four squares with these toothpicks. 
Do any of you think you can make 
only two squares by removing just two of the toothpicks? Encourage 
response and allow students to try. If you have a large class, consider having 
another set so that more than one student can participate at a time. After 
several students have attempted and if no one has solved the puzzle, show 
the students the answer. Remove the two toothpicks as indicated on the 
second diagram in the sidebar.

Puzzles can sometimes be confusing. Today we are going to hear 
about a time in the Bible when the Israelites were faced with a 
confusing situation and what they did.

Have the three bowls half-fi lled with the water in 
a row in this 
order: very warm 

in the fi rst one, lukewarm in the second, 
and cold in the third (be sure to add ice 
cubes in this one for a visual effect). Ask 
for a volunteer and have him or her place 
one hand in the very warm water bowl and 
the other hand in the cold water. Have 
the student keep both hands in the water 
for at least 30 seconds. Then have the 
student shake off the excess water onto 
the towel and immediately place his or 
her hands into the middle bowl (lukewarm 
water). Ask the student to tell you which hand now feels cold and which 
feels warm. It should be the opposite of which bowl it was previously in. If 
time allows and the water is still very warm, allow another student to do the 
experiment.

How can the cold hand feel warm and the warm hand feel cold? It’s 
confusing, isn’t it? There is a scientifi c explanation. When the hands 
were put into the center bowl, some heat from the left hand leaves 
and warms up the water. That heat from the water travels to the cold 
hand to make it feel warm. It only works when the instructions, or the 
plan, are followed. Today we are going to learn about a time when 
the Israelites were confused about God’s plan God to help them. 
Listen to hear if they chose to depend on Him.
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Option 1
Items Needed:
• 12 toothpicks

Items Needed:
• Three large bowls
• Very warm water
•  Cold water with ice 

cubes
• Lukewarm water
• Towel or paper towels

Option 2

Take Note:
Go to www.D6teacher.com
for additional resources and 
answer keys for the Field 
Notes.



STUDY THE WORD LG

The book of Judges is named after the many judges who led Israel 
after Joshua’s death. Joshua had told 
the Israelites to obey God’s rules 
that were written in the book of the 
law and not turn away from it. But 
they did not listen to his warnings, 
and the people who had seen God’s 
miracles eventually all died. The 
next generation did not follow the Lord, nor did they remember all 
He had done for them. God’s promises to Israel were conditional. 
If they obeyed His commands they would live peacefully and be 
victorious over their enemies. If they chose otherwise, they would 
not experience all of His blessings.

The Israelites had turned away from God. Their enemy, the 
Canaanites, was holding them captive. The ruler of Canaan was 
named King Jabin and he had the leader of his army, a man named 
Sisera, attack Israel. It continued for 20 years until the Israelites 
fi nally called out to God for help.

God called a wise woman who loved God to be the next judge over 
Israel. Display TE 10-1. Her name was Deborah. God would give her 
messages to share with the people of Israel to help them defeat 
Sisera and King Jabin. After receiving one of God’s messages, 
Deborah sent for a man named Barak. Display TE 10-2. She told him 
God had commanded him to gather 10,000 warriors from Israel and 
God would give him victory over the enemy. Barak agreed to God’s 
plan, but only if Deborah would go with him. The Bible doesn’t tell 
us why he wanted Deborah to go with him, but it does tell us she 
agreed. But she told Barak that he would not receive the credit for 
the victory of the battle. Instead a woman would.

So Barak, Deborah, and 10,000 soldiers prepared for battle. They 
went to the mountain where God instructed them to go. Sisera heard 
of their plan and got all 900 of his iron chariots and all his warriors 
and they marched toward the river.

Deborah told Barak that God would march ahead of him, and so he 
and his soldiers followed God’s plan. Display TE 10-3. As they were 
coming down the mountain, rain began to pour from the sky. Sisera’s 
chariots got stuck in the mud in the river, and he and his army began 
to panic as they saw Israel’s army coming toward them. Sisera ran 
away to hide instead of fi ghting with his own army. Barak and his 
army, with God on their side, defeated every soldier in the Canaanite 
army.

But what happened to Sisera? His plan was to hide until Deborah 
and Barak stopped looking for him. He escaped into the tent of 
a family who he thought was a friend of Canaan, but they were 
servants of God and Israel. The woman of the house was named Jael. 
She told Sisera to come in and she covered him with a blanket and 
gave him milk to make him sleepy. Sisera told Jael not to let anyone 
know he was there, and then he fell asleep. While he slept, Jael crept 
up to Sisera and killed him.
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Take Note:
Deborah was the fourth judge 
God called to help the Israelites.

Items Needed:
• TE 10-1—TE 10-3

TE 10-1

TE 10-2

TE 10-3



When Barak came looking for Sisera, Jael went out to meet him and 
told him she had killed Sisera. God’s plan worked, and Israel became 
stronger against King Jabin until they destroyed him and had peace 
for 40 years. Deborah and Barak sang a song of praise about how 
God helped them with the victory over their enemy.

DIG DEEPER LG

The Israelites were God’s people. But they didn’t always choose 
to obey God or His commandments. God wanted His people to be 
holy and stay away from wicked behavior. So when trouble came to 
the Israelites, He allowed them to suffer the consequences of their 
choices. When that would happen, the Israelites would repent for 
their disobedience. Do any you know what the word repent means? 
Encourage response. It means to turn away from sin. The Israelites 
would repent and call out to God for help. God had mercy on His 
people and forgave them. He would choose someone to lead them—
this person was called a judge. These judges did not rule over Israel 
their entire lives, just for a certain period of time. Most nations would 
have had a king to lead them, but God wanted the Israelites to trust 
Him to lead them. God was always with the judge, and He would help 
them defeat their enemies. Unfortunately, once things were good 
again, the Israelites would begin to turn away from God until things 
got really bad again. Then they would call out to Him. God loved His 
people and continued to forgive them. He continued to send judges 
to help them return to Him.

Deborah was different from all the other judges of Israel in the 
Bible. It was incredibly unusual in this time in history for women 
to be much more than wives and daughters. Deborah was both a 
prophetess and a judge. She was strong, brave, wise, and godly. 
Deborah was highly respected throughout Israel. When people 
had disputes, they would go to Deborah and ask her to settle the 
argument. She is the only Israelite judge that acted anything like a 
judge as the term is used today.

APPLY IT SG LG

Before class, cut strips from different colored construction paper so each 
student will have a strip. Write the 
different colors of construction paper on 
the index cards and place them in the 
bag.

As we study the Israelites and their 
cycles of disobedience to God, 
we see, once again, how gracious 
and merciful He was to them. 
Even though the people of Israel 
disobeyed and turned away from His 
commands, God helped them win the 
battle against the Canaanites and 
gave them peace for the next forty years. Why would God continue 
to help them when they repeatedly disobeyed Him? The answer is 
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

The Israelites’ unlikely victory over 
Sisera and his army illustrates 
that we should always trust 
and obey the Lord. He is the 
Sovereign Lord of all.

Items Needed:
• TE 10-4
• Construction paper
• Scissors
• Index cards
• Bag
• Marker



found in our application verse. Display TE 10-4 and introduce the verse 
to the students by reading it to them. Then have the students say the verse 
with you. He is God and that is what He is like. He is a forgiving, 
gracious, and merciful God. Distribute the strips of construction paper to 
the students. Explain you will draw a card from the bag. A color is written on 
each card. The students who have whatever color is written on the index card 
will say the verse aloud. Be sure TE 10-4 is visible to the students. Do not 
place the index cards back in the bag, and continue with the activity until all of 
the colors have been chosen. If time allows, place all the index cards back in 
the bag and redistribute the strips.

LIVE IT SG LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 10 so each student will have one. Also, cut 
apart the puzzle pieces from TE 10-5.  
We know Sisera was God’s enemy 
and what happened to him as a 
result. Let’s review the three other 
characters from our lesson. Deborah 
had the responsibility of telling God’s 
plan to His people. Do you think it 
was an easy or hard thing for her to 
do? Encourage response. How do you 
think Barak thought or felt when he heard the rainstorm and saw 
the chariots getting stuck? Encourage response. What do you think 
he expected to fi nd at Jael’s tent after Sisera ran from the battle? 
Encourage response. Did you know Barak’s name is mentioned in 
Hebrews 11 along with others of great faith?

Do you think Jael was afraid when she saw the mighty warrior, 
Sisera, coming into her tent? Encourage response.

Deborah depended on God to help her. How often do you depend on 
God to help you? Barak had faith to depend on God’s plan for victory 
over his enemy. Do you have faith in and depend on God’s plan? Jael 
was very brave and received the honor of killing the enemy of the 
Israelites. How do you see your life as part of God’s plan?

Display TE 10-5a. Dependence on God leads to God’s help. God’s 
plan is always the best plan. Let’s look at some ways we must learn 
to depend on Him and what that means. We can depend on God 
because He always keeps His promises. Satan wants us to doubt 
His Word. Distribute Field Notes 10 and pencils to the students. Have them 
fold along the line, and turn to the inside. Have the students use the code to 
discover God’s promises. After the students fi nish, go over the answers with 
them.

• God promises to always love me.

• God promises to give me peace.

• God promises to never leave me.

• God promises to answer my prayers.

• God promises to do what is best for me.
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Items Needed:
• TE 10-5a
• Field Notes 10
• Pencils

TE 10-5a

Field Notes 10

TE 10-4
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We can learn from our lesson and from the promises in God’s Word 
to depend on God and His plan. God chose Deborah to be the judge 
over the Israelites as part of His plan. God chose Barak to lead the 
soldiers against Sisera’s army as part of His plan. God led Sisera to 
Jael’s tent and gave her the courage to kill the enemy to complete 
His plan. We can be obedient to and depend on God’s plan in our 
lives. Have the students refer to the Next Step section on the Field Notes. 
Your Next Step is to depend on God to help you as you obey and 
trust Him.

Field Notes 10



Follow God’s Plan
August 15, 2021 Lesson 11 Text: Judges 7:1-23

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson is set around 1150 B.C. during 
the time of the judges between the death of 
Joshua and the rise of the monarchy. God 
called Gideon to deliver Israel from the 
Midianites.

Lesson Objective:
God used Gideon and only 300 men to defeat 
a large and strong Midianite army. Trust God’s 
power and follow His plan.

Application Verse:
Nehemiah 9:17b

Family Theme:
God Calls Ordinary People

GET STARTED
Option 1

q TE 11-1

q Pencils

Option 2

q TE 11-2

q Scissors

STUDY THE WORD
q Whiteboard and markers

APPLY IT
q TE 10-4

q Field Notes 11

q Colored pencils

LIVE IT
q TE 10-5b

q TE 11-3

q Field Notes 11

Bible Basics:
What does the Eighth Commandment mean? The Eighth Commandment (Exodus 
20:15) teaches that private ownership must be respected and not violated in any way.
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GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Before class, copy TE 11-1a so each student will 
have one. Most 
people are 

afraid of something. Consider sharing 
something you are afraid of. It’s okay 
to be afraid of some things. But 
when you have a very strong fear 
of something, it is called a phobia. 
People with phobias actively avoid 
the thing or situation they fear. Distribute TE 11-1a and pencils to the 
students. Let’s see how many phobias you can correctly match. Allow 
time for the students to match the phobia to the descriptions and then go 
over the answers with them. Answers are provided on TE 11-1b

Today we are going to learn about a time when God’s people were 
living in fear. They were hiding in caves from their enemy, the 
Midianites, who had been stealing their food and possessions for 
seven years. We will learn about a time when an angel appeared to a 
man named Gideon and how he had to work through his fear.

Before the students arrive, cut apart the letters 
from TE 11-2. 
Hide the pieces 

around the room, and have the students 
search for the hidden letters. When all 
the letters have been found, explain to the 
students they are to form two words using 
all the letters. Point out that the letters for 
each word are different to help make it 
easier.

The fi rst word is fear. What are some times when you have felt 
afraid? Encourage response. What can you do when you are afraid? 
Encourage response. The next word is courage. Do any of you know 
what courage is? Encourage response. Courage is the strength to face 
hard situations and do what is needed.

Today we will learn about a man named Gideon who felt fear when 
it came to the Midianites, an enemy of the Israelites. But we’ll also 
learn how he found courage and how we can have it too.

STUDY THE WORD LG

Divide the class into three groups and assign each group one of the three 
main key words (Midianites, warriors,
and victory). Write the key words and the 
sounds each group should make (see 
sidebar) on the whiteboard as a visual 
reminder. Ask the students to listen and 
make their designated sound or action 
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Option 1
Items Needed:
• TE 11-1
• Pencils

Items Needed:
• TE 11-2
• Scissors

Option 1

TE 11-1a

TE 11-2

TE 11-1b

Items Needed:
• Whiteboard and

markers

Key Words and Sounds:

The Midianites: booing or hissing 
sound

The warriors: grunt or growl

Victory: clapping and cheering



when you say their group. Say the three key words a few times with the 
students to let them practice.

The Midianites (booing) had been bullying God’s chosen people, the 
Israelites, for seven years. They swooped into the towns on their 
camels, destroyed their crops, and captured all their animals leaving 
nothing for the Israelites to eat. Finally, the Israelites turned to God 
and cried out for help.

God chose a man named Gideon to rescue the Israelites. An angel 
appeared to Gideon and told him he would be a mighty hero because 
God would be with him. Gideon questioned how he could save Israel 
because he was the least in his family. He felt unimportant. The 
angel of the Lord said, “I will be with you. You will destroy the wicked 
Midianites (booing) as if you were fighting against one man.” Gideon 
needed to depend on God for victory (clap).

The Midianites (booing), Amalekites, and people of the east joined 
together to fight against Israel. Gideon, with God’s help, called for 
the warriors (grunt) and 32,000 showed up.

God stopped Gideon. He told Gideon he had too many warriors 
(grunt). If they won the battle, the Israelites would brag how they did 
it on their own. So, God told him to tell the men if any were afraid or 
unsure, to return home. So, 22,000 left, leaving only 10,000 men to 
fight the battle.

God told Gideon there were still too many. This time God told him 
to tell the 10,000 warriors (grunt) to go down to the spring to drink 
water. He told Gideon to watch the men and divide them into two 
groups. One group contained the men who cupped the water in their 
hands and drank. The other group contained those who knelt down 
and drank with their mouths directly in the stream. This second 
group was sent home.

This left Gideon with just 300 men and God’s promise to deliver 
them. They were positioned just above the Midianites’ (booing) camp. 
God reassured Gideon of the victory (clap) by allowing him to sneak 
down to the camp where he and his servant, Purah, heard one of 
the soldiers telling his dream describing how God was going to give 
Gideon and the Israelites victory (clap). After hearing that, Gideon 
worshiped God. He realized how God was working out every detail.

Gideon went back to the camp and told the men to get up because 
God was going to fight the battle and give them the victory (clap). He 
divided the men into three groups and gave each man a trumpet and 
a clay pot with a torch in it. The pot hid the light of the torch so that 
the Israelites wouldn’t be seen. Gideon told them to watch and do 
exactly as he did.

Gideon took 100 warriors (grunt) with him and sent the others to the 
other side of the Midianites’ (booing) camp. They reached the edge of 
the enemy camp during the middle of the night and surrounded the 
camp. At Gideon’s signal, all 300 men blew their trumpets and broke 
their clay pots at the same time. All the soldiers held their torches 
high in the air so the dark was suddenly filled with light as they 
surrounded the Midianite (booing) camp. The 300 soldiers shouted, 
“The sword of the Lord and of Gideon.”  Can you imagine what it 
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would have been like to wake up to that? The trumpets, the shouting, 
and all the light surrounding you when it was supposed to be dark? 
Encourage response.

As each warrior (grunt) stood at his position around the camp, the 
Midianites (booing) went into such a panic trying to escape, they 
killed each other with their swords.

Gideon and his warriors (grunt) did what God told them to do. God 
gave them a mighty victory (clap)!

DIG DEEPER LG

How do you think Gideon felt when God told him to let any men who 
were afraid or unsure to leave? Encourage response. How do you think 
Gideon felt as 22,000 men walked away leaving him 10,000 soldiers? 
Encourage response. Do you think Gideon’s confi dence in his ability to 
lead the men to victory changed after God’s testing of the warriors 
left just 300 men? Encourage response. God did not get angry with 
Gideon for his wanting to be reassured that God would be with him 
and help him. God wanted Gideon to completely trust His plan and 
so He allowed Gideon to overhear the soldier’s dream. God loved the 
Israelites and cared about them. He wanted them to be free from the 
Midianites’ control.

One of the obstacles to our faith and our dependence on God is 
unbelief or doubt. We fi nd it hard to believe and depend on God 
when we look at the circumstances and troubles. But Gideon learned 
to depend on God’s strength, and so can we.

APPLY IT SG LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 10 so each student will have one. Who 
helped Gideon win a great victory 
against the Midianites? Encourage 
response. God did. He told Gideon, “I 
will be with you” and God was with 
him. Knowing God was with him 
helped Gideon have the courage 
to fi ght the battle. We know God 
is worthy of our trust. He keeps all 
of His promises. He gives us the 
commands in the Bible for our guidance and protection. Knowing 
Who is with us and what He is like can help us have courage when 
we are afraid.

Display TE 10-4 and review the application verse with the students. We have 
talked about how God is a forgiving, gracious, and merciful God, 
so let’s focus on the next part of the verse. What two qualities do 
we learn about God in this verse? Encourage response. We learn He 
is slow to anger and full of kindness and love. Even though we are 
sometimes afraid, He patiently helps and guides us. The more we 
get to know God, the more we will trust God. Distribute Field Notes 11 
and colored pencils to the students. Have them fold along the line, and turn 
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

All God did to give Gideon the 
victory demonstrates that God is 
the Sovereign Lord of all.

Items Needed:
• TE 10-4
• Field Notes 11
• Colored pencils

Field Notes 11

TE 10-4



to the inside. Allow time for them to color the words. Encourage the students 
to hang up their Field Notes somewhere they will see it often as a reminder of 
who God is.

LIVE IT SG LG

Remember the cycle of disobedience the Israelites lived in? They 
would disobey God and follow their 
own way. The consequence for their 
choices was that God’s hand of 
protection over them would be taken 
away and other nations would attack 
and defeat them. After a while, the 
Israelites would cry out to God to 
forgive them and help them, and He 
would help them by sending a judge 
to lead them. The Israelites would follow God for a while, until the 
cycle began all over again. It was during a period of disobedience 
that the Midianites conquered Israel. They took their food and 
property, until the Israelites called out to God to save them. Display 
TE 11-3. Today we learned how God called an ordinary man named 
Gideon as Israel’s judge and used him to lead His people into battle. 
Gideon followed God’s unusual plan and the Israelites defeated the 
Midianites. Display TE 10-5b. We can learn from Gideon’s example 
that following God’s plan leads to God’s victory. Have any of you 
ever been afraid? Encourage response. Of course; we all have. Fear is 
the natural reaction to many situations. Gideon was a fearful man, 
but he did not let his fear keep him from following God’s plan. He 
trusted in God to help and the outcome was victory.

When we follow God’s plan, we trust that He is the source of our 
success. We are confi dent that God will encourage and strengthen 
us when we need it. Have the students refer to the Next Step section on 
their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to trust God’s power and follow 
His plan. When you feel afraid, ask Him to help you, show you what 
to do, and give you strength to follow His plan. Don’t miss out on 
seeing God win a big victory for you. End class with prayer and ask God 
to help you and your students have the courage to follow His plan.
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Items Needed:
• TE 10-5b
• TE 11-3
• Field Notes 11

Field Notes 11

TE 11-3

TE 10-5b

Take Note:
Are you on Facebook? Join the D6 Curriculum Teachers group, a place of 
community for you to share stories, ask questions, get advice, and engage in 
conversations with other D6 curriculum teachers.



God’s Way Is 
the Best Way

August 22, 2021 Lesson 12 Text: Judges 16:1-31

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson is set around 1055 B.C. during the 
time of the judges between the death of Josh-
ua and the rise of the monarchy. God used a 
flawed Samson to deliver Israel from the Philis-
tines. He was one of the last judges.

Lesson Objective:
God used Samson despite his wrong choices. 
Confess and repent of your sin every day to stay 
on God’s right path.

Application Verse:
Nehemiah 9:17b

Family Theme:
God Uses Flawed People

Bible Basics:
What does the Ninth Commandment mean? The Ninth Commandment (Exodus 
20:16) directs us to always tell the truth.
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q A coin

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 12-1

q TE 12-2

q TE 12-3

q TE 12-4

q TE 12-5

q TE 12-6

q TE 12-7

q Seven strips of leather

q Rope

DIG DEEPER
q TE 12-8

q Field Notes 12

q Colored pencils

APPLY IT
q TE 10-4

q Whiteboard and marker

LIVE IT
q TE 10-5c

q Field Notes 12



GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Make up a continuing story about right and wrong 
choices with a 
coin. Read one 

of the story starters below (or create your 
own). Instruct the fi rst student to fl ip the 
coin to fi nd if the main character makes a 
good choice (heads) or a wrong choice 
(tails). After the fi rst student has added 
a sentence or two to the story, instruct him or her to give the coin to the next 
student. He or she will do the same and add one or two sentences to the 
story. Continue around the room until everyone has had a turn and the story is 
complete.

Story starters:

“Don’t ride your bike past the stop sign on the corner,”  Arnie’s dad told him. 
Arnie jumped on his bike and . . .

Mrs. Smalley needed to pick up some paper from the offi ce. “Stay in your 
seats and work on your math problems until I return,”  she told the class. As 
soon as she walked out of the classroom, Evan . . .

Is it always easy to make right choices? Encourage response. 
Unfortunately, it isn’t. No one makes the right choice all of the time. 
We all make wrong choices and it leads us away from God’s best 
way. Today we will learn about a man in the Bible who made some 
wrong choices and what happened because of his choices.

Option 2

This activity is called Would You Rather? Ask the following questions, 
allowing every student the opportunity to respond at least once. That may 
require calling on a shy student or taking turns.

Would you rather have a kangaroo or a monkey as a pet?

Would you rather live without music or TV?

Would you rather eat a stick of butter or a whole gallon of ice 
cream?

Would you rather live as a dog or a cat?

Would you rather go to an amusement park or the zoo?

Would you rather write a book report or give the report to your 
class?

Would you rather meet _________________ or _________________ (name 
two famous people)?

Would you rather be a famous musician or athlete?
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Option 1
Items Needed:
• A coin

Take Note:
Splink is a simple way to link 
your family together spiritually. 
Through FREE weekly emails 
packed with ideas, Splink helps 
you and your family engage in 
conversation. Whether it’s making 
memories or having fun together, 
Splink allows you to capture 
those teachable moments to 
impress spiritual truths and life 
lessons on your kids. No matter 
where you are, there’s always 
time to Splink!

Sign up for Splink at D6family.
com/Splink.



Some of these were silly choices, but the point was to remind us 
that we make choices every day. Some choices are easy to make, 
but some are harder. Do we always make good choices? Encourage 
response. No, unfortunately, we all make some wrong choices in our 
lives. Today we are going to learn about one of God’s judges who 
made wrong choices over and over and how his story ended.

STUDY THE WORD LG

Before class, twist together the seven strips of leather.

We have been learning about the 
cycle of disobedience the Israelites 
were in and the judges God would 
send them when they cried out for 
help. Display TE 12-1. Today we are 
going to learn about another judge 
named Samson. But his story begins 
before his birth. An angel appeared 
to Samson’s parents and told them God had chosen their son for a 
special job. He would take a special vow (A Nazarite vow referenced in 
Numbers 6:2-6) which meant Samson was never to cut his hair, never 
drink wine or strong drink, and never eat nor touch an unclean thing. 
As Samson grew into a man, he became extremely strong. In fact, 
many people usually fi rst associate him with his strength. Samson 
used his strength to fi ght against Israel’s enemy, the Philistines, and 
defeat them.

The rulers of Philistine wanted to kill Samson so they devised a plan. 
Display TE 12-2. You see Samson was in love with a woman named 
Delilah. It was the fi rst of Samson’s wrong choices because she was 
not an Israelite and he was going against God’s command by being 
with her. The Philistine rulers offered Delilah 1100 pieces of silver 
if she would learn the secret to Samson’s strength so they could 
overpower and capture him.

Display TE 12-3. Delilah asked Samson, “Please tell me where you get 
your strength and how you could be bound.” Samson lied—another 
bad choice—and said if he were tied with seven new bowstrings 
that were never dried, he would become as weak as anyone else. 
Display the seven pieces of leather. When Delilah told the Philistines, 
they brought the seven new bowstrings to her so she could tie 
up Samson. While the Philistines were waiting outside her room, 
Delilah announced, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” Samson 
broke the bowstrings as if they were just thread (Judges 16:6-9).

The second time Delilah asked Samson about the secret of his 
strength, she seemed to be aggravated because he had lied to her 
the fi rst time. Samson told her this time if he was tied with new 
ropes that had never been used, he would become weak and not 
be able to escape. This was another lie and another wrong choice. 
Display the rope. What do you think Delilah did? She took new ropes, 
tied him up, and shouted, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” 
What do you think happened? Encourage response. Samson snapped 
the ropes as if they were only thread (Judges 16:10-12).
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Items Needed:
• TE 12-1—TE 12-7
• Seven strips of leather
• Rope

Take Note:
Leather strips can often be found 
in the jewelry section of craft 
stores or craft section of discount 
stores.

TE 12-1

TE 12-2

TE 12-3



Delilah was determined. She begged him a third time to tell her the 
secret of his strength. Do you think he told her the truth? Encourage 
response. No, he made another bad choice and told her another lie. 
He said if she wove the seven braids of his hair into the fabric loom 
and tightened it with the pin, then his strength would be gone. So 
when Samson was sleeping, Delilah wove his seven braids and 
tightened them with the pin. Display TE 12-4. Once again she said, 
“The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” He woke up and went away 
with the loom hanging in his hair (Judges 16:13-14).

By this time Delilah was very frustrated. She didn’t just ask Samson, 
she nagged him day after day to tell her the secret to his strength. 
She told him that his lies proved he did not love her. So Samson 
made another bad choice and told her the truth about his strength. 
He told her the Nazirite vow he made meant his hair was never to be 
cut, and if it were, his strength would leave.

Delilah sent word for the Philistines to come back because she knew 
the true secret of Samson’s strength. Display TE 12-5. While Samson 
was sleeping in her lap, she called for someone to come in and cut 
the seven braids of his hair. And just as she had done before, Delilah 
shouted, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” But this time, 
Samson could not escape. He had broken his promise to God and 
his strength was gone. The Philistines blinded him and made him a 
slave (Judges 16:15-21).

The Philistines thought they had destroyed Samson. But God still 
loved Samson even though he had made so many wrong choices. 
God saw him as he suffered day after day in slavery. Display TE 12-6. 
The Philistines brought Samson out in front of everyone and made 
fun of him just to remind themselves of their victory. Do you think 
God had forgotten Samson? Encourage response. No, God never 
forgets us, even when we choose sin over Him. One day when he was 
outside, Samson leaned up against a pillar and asked God to give 
him strength one more time so he could defeat the Philistines the 
way God had wanted him to all along. God heard Samson’s prayer. 
Samson stood between two pillars that held up the building and 
began to push against them. Display TE 12-7. As his strength began to 
come back to him, the pillars collapsed and the building fell with it, 
killing Samson and all the Philistine leaders.

DIG DEEPER LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 12 so each student will have one. It’s easy 
to picture Samson as a well-built, 
Dwayne Johnson (the Rock) kind 
of guy. But many scholars believe 
Samson looked like an ordinary man 
whose strength came from God.

Why do you think Samson did not 
recognize the deception in Delilah’s 
insistence on knowing where his 
strength came from? How did he not see her motives were not 
pure? Encourage response. It’s so clear to us, but sin often distorts 
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TE 12-4

TE 12-5

TE 12-6

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

All the trouble Samson suffered 
because of his sin illustrates 
that sin brought death and 
destruction into the world.

Items Needed:
• TE 12-8
• Field Notes 12
• Colored pencils

TE 12-7



our thinking. We see what we want to see and hear what we want to 
hear.

Distribute Field Notes 12 and colored pencils to the students. Have them 
fold along the line, and turn to the inside. How can we keep from making 
wrong choices? Encourage response. Display TE 12-8. Instruct the 
students to fi ll in the blanks on their Field Notes. Instead of doing the 
fi rst thing that pops into our minds and doing something we might 
regret, stop and think. Next we must consider the choice and the 
consequences. What are your options? What are some choices of 
things you could do and what will happen if you do each of those? 
Share some examples of what the choices are and what the consequences 
might be. For example: telling a lie or telling the truth or telling a secret or 
keeping it to yourself. Finally, we must remember to go God’s way. 
Knowing to tell the truth or keep a secret is the right thing is the fi rst 
step in following God’s way. But you must continue in that direction 
by choosing to do the right thing.

God chose Samson as a judge to rescue Israel from the Philistines. 
But he continually made wrong choices. He had been raised to follow 
God, but as he got older he chose to go his own way instead of God’s 
way. In the end, Samson had to lose his strength, his eyesight, and 
everything he loved before he began to follow God again.

APPLY IT SG LG

Before class, write the words to the application verse on the whiteboard. 
Does God still love us when we make the wrong choice? Encourage 
response. Will God leave us if we make a wrong choice? Encourage 
response. God is never glad when 
we make a wrong choice, but He 
continues to love us and He will 
never leave us. We learn through 
Samson’s example that sin has 
consequences, but God didn’t 
abandon him. Even at the end of his 
life, God was still loving and helping 
Samson. God’s Word tells us this in 
our application verse. Let’s review it. Display TE 10-4 and review the 
application verse with the students by saying it together. Choose a student to 
erase one of the words from the whiteboard and say the verse again. Choose 
another student to erase another word from the whiteboard and say the verse 
again. Continue until all of the words have been erased from the whiteboard. 
We can be very thankful to have a God who loves us and doesn’t give 
up on us when we make wrong choices.
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Field Notes 12

TE 12-8

Items Needed:
• TE 10-4
•  Whiteboard and

marker

TE 10-4



68

LIVE IT SG LG

God had a special purpose for Samson’s life even before he 
was born—to deliver Israel from 
the Philistines (Judges 13:5b). 
But Samson’s story tells of the 
consequences that happened as a 
result of him walking down a path of 
wrong choices without repentance. 
One wrong choice led to another, 
which led to another. It eventually 
led to his downfall. But our God is one of grace and forgiveness, and 
Samson accomplished God’s purpose for his life when he turned to 
God. When Samson cried out to God, his strength returned, and he 
destroyed more of the Philistines than he had during his lifetime. 
Display TE 10-5c. We can learn from Samson’s story to turn to God to 
accomplish His purpose.

God has a special purpose for each of us. The Bible tells us He is 
working in us to complete His purpose (Philippians 1:6). Yes, we will 
make wrong choices, but God can still help us do great things to 
honor Him and help others. God used Samson in spite of his fl aws, 
and He can do the same with us when we turn to Him. Have the 
students refer to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step
is to confess and repent of your sin every day to stay on God’s right 
path. End class with prayer, thanking God for loving us even when we make 
wrong choices. Ask God to help you and your students make right choices to 
go His way.

Items Needed:
• TE 10-5c
• Field Notes 12

Field Notes 12

TE 10-5c



Jesus Is Our 
Redeemer

August 29, 2021 Lesson 13 Text: Ruth 1:1-17; 2:1-12, 19-20; 
4:1-17

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson is set during the time of the judg-
es between the death of Joshua and the rise 
of the monarchy. Ruth became an ancestor 
of King David, and thus of the Messiah, who 
would come through the nation of Israel.

Lesson Objective:
Boaz was Ruth’s redeemer; Jesus is our Re-
deemer. Remember Jesus is the only one who 
can redeem us.

Application Verse:
Hebrews 11:6

Family Theme:
God Provides Redemption

Bible Basics:
What does the Tenth Commandment mean? The Tenth Commandment (Exodus 
20:17) instructs us to be content with the things we have and not to be longing for 
other things.

P
r

ep
a

r
a

ti
o

n
Ch

ec
k

l
is

t:

69

GET STARTED
Option 1

q TE 13-1

q Water bottle

q Water

q Small cups

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 13-2

q A woman to portray Ruth

q Headdress or costume for actress

q Props

APPLY IT
q TE 13-3

q Treats

LIVE IT
q TE 10-5d

q Field Notes 13

q Colored pencils

q Whiteboard and marker



GET STARTED SG LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Display the water bottle. Raise your hand if you 
have ever been 
outside on a 

hot day and realized how thirsty you 
were. Put your hands on your head 
if you have ever eaten something 
such as potato chips that made your 
mouths so dry you needed something 
to drink. Put your hands in you lap 
if you have ever played a sport and 
become sweaty and thirsty. Our 
bodies need water to survive. Read 
the facts from TE 13-1 aloud to the students. We need water to survive and 
stay healthy. Today we are going to learn about a lady named Ruth 
who needed a redeemer to buy back her family’s property so she and 
her mother-in-law could eat and have a place to live. A redeemer is a 
person who buys back or pays the price to get something back.

Consider pouring some water in the cups and giving them to the students to 
drink.

Do any of you know what a custom is? 
Encourage response. A custom is a traditional 
way of doing something that is specifi c to a 

particular society, place, or time. For example, in Egypt, you would 
never sprinkle salt on your food because it would be insulting to 
the cook. Doing so indicates you fi nd the food disgusting. In some 
countries, pointing with your index fi nger is very offensive. Instead you 
should point with your thumb. Have any of you ever gotten in trouble 
for slurping soup? Encourage response. In Japan, slurping noodles 
indicates you are enjoying them. What are some customs you can 
think of? Encourage response. If the students are having trouble thinking of 
some, direct them to some customs that are associated with different holidays. 
Today we are going to learn about a custom that might seem strange 
to you, but was a way of doing things in Bible times.

STUDY THE WORD LG

Before class, ask a woman to come to 
your class to portray Ruth. Give her a 
copy of TE 13-2a with which to prepare. 
Cut apart the questions from TE 13-2b 
and distribute them to good readers or 
volunteers. Be sure to have the students 
ask the questions in order. Allow the 
woman to stand at a desk or podium.

Today we are going to learn about 
a woman named Ruth. Point to the 
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Items Needed:
• TE 13-1
• Water bottle
• Water (optional)
• Small cups (optional)

Items Needed:
• TE 13-2
•  A woman to portray 

Ruth
•  Headdress or costume 

for actress
•  Props (microphone, 

podium, etc.)

Option 1

Option 2

TE 13-1

TE 13-2a TE 13-2b

Take Note:
Consider setting up your room 
as a news conference with each 
student volunteer standing ready 
to ask the woman portraying Ruth 
a question. 



woman role-playing Ruth and have the first student ask the question.

How did you and Naomi come to Bethlehem? I was married to one 
Naomi’s sons. Sadly, Naomi’s husband (my father-in-law) died, as did 
my husband and Naomi’s other son. So Naomi, her other daughter-
in-law, Orpah, and I were all alone. Orpah chose to return to her 
home, but I chose to stay with Naomi. So we returned here, Naomi’s 
hometown.

How were you and Naomi living since you had no husbands? I was 
fortunate to find work in the harvest fields of a good man named 
Boaz who told me to only gather grain in his field. He ordered his 
men to be kind to me because he had heard what I had done for 
Naomi. When I told Naomi about Boaz’ kindness, she told me he was 
a closer relative of ours, one of our family redeemers. This meant 
according to law, he could redeem, or buy back, our family property 
that my father-in-law, Elimelech, had owned. Then he could marry me 
and have children so the family name would continue. Unfortunately, 
there was a closer relative than Boaz who had first rights in buying 
the property and marrying me.

Did they fight over you? No, Boaz went early to the city gates to 
talk to him and he gathered ten witnesses. As they met in the gates 
of the city, which is kind of like your courthouse, Boaz asked him 
if he was willing to buy the family land from Naomi. Of course, that 
included marrying me. Boaz wanted to know since he was next in the 
family line to redeem, or buy back, the land. When the man said no, 
since he was afraid it would cause a problem with his own property, 
he took off his sandal and gave it to Boaz in the presence of the 
other elders, publicly finalizing the deal for Boaz to buy, or redeem 
the land. That may seem very strange to you, but it wasn’t in biblical 
times and culture. It was a custom or tradition.

So instead of an engagement ring, you got a sandal? Well, I 
suppose so. I haven’t thought of it like that. It wasn’t the sandal, 
but the words received from those people that day as they spoke 
blessings to our new family. He purchased the property and with that 
I became his wife and part of his family.

What made you such an influence to God’s people? Our first child 
was born and we named him Obed. He became the father of Jesse, 
and Jesse became the father of the great ruler over God’s people, 
David.

What would have happened if Boaz had not redeemed you? Naomi 
and I would have been helpless. But that was not in God’s plan. At 
the time, I did not understand all about God’s plan, but I knew I loved 
and trusted Him completely.

Have the students thank the woman for coming.

DIG DEEPER LG

Women who lived when Naomi and Ruth did didn’t have jobs 
available to them. Men farmed the crops and animals while the 
women took care of the homes, raised the children, and made the 
meals. When a woman married in this time period, it was more of 
a business transaction between the man’s family and the woman’s 
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

God’s provision in the Law for 
kinsman-redeemers points to 
Christ, the kinsman-redeemer for 
all humanity. God offers salvation 
and forgiveness through faith in 
Jesus Christ.



family. She became a part of the assets of her husband’s clan. 
Everything was connected to him. Women did not have the right or 
power to maintain the family name, money, or property. A kinsman-
redeemer was a close relative who could take someone in his family 
as his responsibility in order to help them out of a hardship. In the 
case of a childless widow, the redeemer would provide an heir who 
would inherit the dead husband’s property. There was an order of 
succession for the position of kinsman redeemer: brothers were fi rst 
and then other relatives. However, Boaz became Ruth’s kinsman-
redeemer and restored her just as Jesus did for us.

APPLY IT SG LG

Earlier in the quarter we learned about faith. Do any of you 
remember what faith is? Encourage 
response. It is choosing to trust God 
in every situation. In Ruth 1:16, 
Ruth tells her mother-in-law that 
she will go wherever Naomi goes 
and Naomi’s God will be her God. 
Ruth placed her faith in God and left 
behind the false gods of the people 
around her. God blessed Ruth’s 
faith by rewarding her with food, 
protection, and ultimately, a Redeemer.

Display TE 13-3 and introduce the application verse to the students by having 
them read it with you. Our verse tells us we cannot please God without 
faith in Him. Ruth had faith in God, and He rewarded her. Was she 
immediately aware of God’s rewards in her life? Encourage response. 
No, but just as God was true to His Word to Ruth, He is true to His 
Word to us. Say the verse several times with the students and reward the 
students as you see them participating.

LIVE IT SG LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 13 so each student will have one. Write the 
word Redeemer on the whiteboard. One 
of the key words from our lesson 
today was redeemer. Display TE 
10-5d. We can trust Jesus to be our 
Redeemer. Distribute Field Notes 13 
and colored pencils to the students. 
Have them fold along the line, and turn 
to the inside. Have them fi ll in the blanks 
as you discuss what the Bible says 
about Jesus being our Redeemer. Have 
a student read Galatians 4:4-5. Jesus is 
our Redeemer. Have a student read Romans 6:23. We need a redeemer 
because the payment for our sin is death. We cannot save ourselves. 
Have a student read Ephesians 1:7. Our sins can be forgiven because 
Jesus paid the price with His death on the cross. If time allows, let the 
students color the picture of Jesus on their Field Notes. Have the students 
refer to the Next Step section on your Field Notes. Your Next Step is to 
remember Jesus is the only one who can redeem us.
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Items Needed:
• TE 13-3
•  Treats (gum, small 

pieces of candy, small 
erasers, etc.)

Items Needed:
• TE 10-5d
• Field Notes 13
• Colored pencils
•  Whiteboard and

marker

Field Notes 13

TE 10-5d

TE 13-3

Field Notes 13



Order D6 EveryDay AT -HOME BUNDLES
for your family at D6Everyday.com

TheThe

Pastors,  we need 
to develop more 

robust  plans than just 
our weekly messages.

—ED STETZER

The

When it  comes to discipleship and 
evangelism, every day is  more 

important than Sunday.

—CAREY NIEUWHOF
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a solution for life starting at $12.00 for three months

At-Home Bundles Include: 
◊  ONE DEVOTIONAL MAGAZINE PER PERSON IN THE FAMILY (Printed or Digital)

◊  ONE DIGITAL TEACHING GUIDE (based on children’s ages)

Discipleship is not just a Sunday event, it’s a way of life. —RON HUNTER

LIFE
group



The D6 Podcast is focused on helping 
Children’s Ministers and Youth Ministers

build an excellent Family Ministry.

Filled with useful tips and great 
interviews, we help ministers take 

quick action to help parents.

Tune in each week at 
D6Family.com/

podcast

Tune in each week at 

Product # 501
ISBN 13: 978-0-892-65264-8


