
TE
A

C
H

IN
G

 G
U

ID
E

Spring 2022



GRADES 4-5 

TE
A

C
H

IN
G

 G
U

ID
E

Spring 2022
Volume 18 • Number 3
ISSN 2151-0296

Curriculum Director: Katie Greenwood

Senior Editor: Janiece Waldrop

Editorial Assistant: Kathy Murphy

Design Manager: Andrea Young

Design: Angelia Duke

A list of contributing writers is available at D6Teacher.com

Executive Director & CEO: Ron Hunter Jr., Ph.D.

Explorers Teaching Guide is published quarterly by Randall 
House, 114 Bush Road, Nashville, Tennessee 37217. 
Board Members: Mike Trimble, M.R.E., M.Div., Chairman; 
Paul Bryant, M.Div., Vice Chairman; Kendall Ross, M.A., 
Clerk; Jay Baines, M.A.R., M.Div.; Darin Gibbs; Mike Mounts; 
Ryan Giles; Rick Taylor; Tim York, M.A.R., M.R.E.

Copyright © 2022 Randall House, 
114 Bush Road Nashville, Tennessee 37217
All Rights Reserved. No reproduction permitted 
without permission under penalty of law.
D6family.com

ORDER INFORMATION
To order products mentioned in this publication, please call 
1-800-877-7030 or an affiliate bookstore.



Te
a

c
h

in
g

 G
u

id
e

Welcome to the Explorers Teaching Guide ................................................................................2

Explorers Components .........................................................................................................................4

Talking With Children About Spiritual Matters .........................................................................5

Lesson 1 / March 6, 2022

God’s Grace Gives New Life ....................................................................7

Lesson 2 / March 13, 2022

The Holy Spirit Works in Us .................................................................. 12

Lesson 3 / March 20, 2022

A Change in Direction ....................................................................................... 17

Lesson 4 / March 27, 2022

Follow God’s Plan .................................................................................................... 22

Lesson 5 / April 3, 2022

Choose to Get Along ........................................................................................... 27

Lesson 6 / April 10, 2022

Jesus Died for Our Sin ................................................................................... 32

Lesson 7 / April 17, 2022

Jesus Is the Risen Christ ........................................................................ 37

Lesson 8 / April 24, 2022, 2022

Share the Good News ....................................................................................... 42

Lesson 9 / May 1, 2022

What Really Matters .......................................................................................... 47

Lesson 10 / May 8, 2022

Live a Life of Purpose ..................................................................................... 52

Lesson 11 / May 15, 2022

The Believer’s Identity ................................................................................... 57

Lesson 12 / May 22, 2022

The Believer’s Testimony .......................................................................... 62

Lesson 13 / May 29, 2022

The Believer’s Strength ............................................................................... 67



2

Welcome to the D6 EveryDay Curriculum

Explorers Teaching Guide!
Explorers Teaching Guide is a leader’s guide for those who teach third-fifth grade. This teaching 
guide will help your students know God through the study of His Word and learn to apply and 
live those truths. Explorers is part of the D6 family of Sunday School/Bible study curriculum for all 
ages. D6 is a reference to the Scriptural teaching that says parents are to be the primary spiritual 
leaders for the children (Deuteronomy 6:5-9). D6 EveryDay curriculum provides a three-year study 
of the story of the Bible, helping lead the entire family to interact around the same biblical theme* 
each week.

*Preschool lessons are connected to one of the elementary—adult themes when possible.

Explorers Teaching Guide and its companion publications—Explorers Teaching Essentials and 
Explorer’s Guide (student magazine)—are the arm of D6 EveryDay curriculum for third-fifth graders. 

Included in the Teaching Guide

Variety—Every quarter includes lessons from both the Old and New Testaments. There will 
occasionally be topical lessons that reinforce and enhance the Old or New Testament lessons. 
Icons indicate how the lessons may be customized for a large group or small group setting.

Preparation Checklist—This provides a list of what is needed for the different parts of 
the lesson whether it is a Teaching Essential or additional items needed for the lesson.

Lesson Objective—It’s hard to know if your lesson is successful if you’re not sure what 
you’re trying to accomplish. That’s why every lesson includes an objective that identifies what you 
want learners to take away from the lesson.

Application Verse—D6 Curriculum has always emphasized a verse from God’s Word 
to learn. The verses correlate with the topics and provide an intentional focus for students to apply 
the verse to their lives and not just memorize the words (James 1:22).

Family Theme—This provides the theme that ages kindergarten-adult will be studying. The 
lessons are written and designed to be age-appropriate, yet still focus on the same theme to en-
courage family conversations about God’s Word.

Zoom In—Lessons include brief notes to help the teacher and the student develop a biblical 
worldview by thinking biblically and seeing the world through the lens of Scripture.

D6 Digital—D6 EveryDay curriculum is available in a digital format. You can access the 
lessons and essentials from your laptop, tablet, or smartphone. Go to randallhouse.com or call 
800.877.7030 for more information.
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D6 EveryDay curriculum is built around five important steps to help stu-
dents learn and participate in every lesson. These five steps are:

Get Started—This opening activity helps capture the learners’ attention to help them transi-

tion to class time and get started to learn from God’s Word. Two options are provided so teachers 

can choose the activity that best fits their students and their classroom setting.

Study the Word—What does the Bible say? This section answers this question by digging 

into the biblical text and explaining it in ways students can understand. 

Dig Deeper—This section of the lesson provides additional teaching and reinforcement of 

biblical truths presented in the lesson. 

Apply It—This section encourages learners to see how the biblical truths they have just learned, 

as well as the application verse for the lesson, applies to their lives in personal ways.

Live It—The final section in each lesson encourages and challenges students to use what they 

have learned in the lesson and live it out in their every day lives.

Additional Features
Bible Basics—These brief notes help teachers, parents, and students develop deep-

er biblical literacy by discussing and memorizing important facts and truths every believer 

should know.

How It Fits—This helps the teacher and the student understand how the entire Bible 

fits together by showing how each lesson fits in the big picture of God’s plan.

Take Note: These are additional tips and information you will find helpful when pre-

paring and teaching the lesson.



Explorer’s Guide
Explorer’s Guide is the devotional magazine for students in third-fifth grade. It 
is a tool designed to help the student establish the habit of spending daily time 
with God in His Word. This magazine features 13 weeks of daily Bible studies, 
which help reinforce the themes of the lessons students learned at church. It 
also includes crafts or recipes, age-appropriate jokes to share with friends and 
family members, short stories, and articles to help them grow as Christ followers. 
Every student in your class needs his or her own copy of Explorer’s Guide to 
read and study throughout the quarter.

Devotional magazines are available for everyone in your family. To order visit www.D6family.com.

All of the Explorers products can be ordered online at D6curriculum.com, or you can order them by 
calling 1-800-877-7030.
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Explorers Components
Explorers Teaching Resources
Explorers Teaching Resources provide the tools needed to most effectively teach third-fifth grade. 
Each kit includes one Explorers Teaching Guide, Explorers Teaching Essentials (includes teaching 
pictures and posters, reproducible sheets, application verse posters, and Field Notes), and one copy 
of Explorer’s Guide. Field Notes are a weekly link between the class and home. These reproducible 
sheets are designed to reinforce weekly lessons and themes through the use of age-appropriate 
activities that are used in both settings. One side provides a worksheet activity to be used in the 
classroom. The other side provides tools to be used at home. A code for a digital copy of the Teach-
ing Guide is also included with the Teaching Essentials.

Explorers Teaching Guide

Explorers Teaching Essentials

Explorer’s Guide



5

Talking With Children 
About Spiritual Matters

One of your most important roles as a church leader to elementary students will be to encourage and 
guide them in their spiritual journey. God has given parents the most important and influential role 
when it comes to influencing a child’s path to salvation, and leaders at church have the responsibility 
to support and encourage this process. 

Ideally, parents will be the ones to help their kids navigate a decision to follow Christ, but children’s 
ministry leaders should be prepared and ready when needed. Kids will have questions about faith 
at random times, so it’s important for everyone on your team to be trained about leading them 
to Christ and answering questions they may have. Sometimes kids respond to an invitation for 
salvation, but when you talk with them you can tell what they really need is assurance of salvation, 
help understanding how to fight temptations, or some other aspect of navigating their walk with 
Christ. See #4 below for help with those situations.

There are many methods that are effective, but the following provides general guidelines and 
principles with regard to leading a child to Christ.

Whenever a child responds, it’s important to discern the reasons for the response and the readiness 
of the child. 

 •  Ask the child why he responded today (came forward, raised his hand, went to the back of 
the room, etc.).  Don’t make the assumption the child is responding to a need for salvation. 
Sometimes kids just want to tell you about an injury or a pet that is sick. Be careful not to ask 
leading questions like, “Did you come to become a Christian?” Ask questions that allow the 
child to word his reason for responding.

 •  If the child provides enough feedback to show readiness for this important step of faith, proceed 
with the next steps. If you do not feel the child fully understands, listen to why she came and 
pray with her about her need, but do not proceed. Walking a child through that decision before 
she is ready can lead to much confusion and provide a false sense of security in salvation.

Here are some guidelines for talking with children about salvation:

1. We have a problem—we all sin and there’s a penalty for sin. 

 •  What is sin? Sin is anything we think, say, or do that goes against God’s Word. Sin breaks 
our relationship with God.

 •  Have you ever sinned? Encourage the child to recognize he has sinned and use the Bible to 
show that all have sinned (Romans 3:23).

 •  Do you know what punishment is? Encourage response. The Bible teaches us the 
punishment for sin means that at some point everyone will die and be separated 
from God. It’s a punishment earned because of sin (Romans 6:23).



6

2.  God has a solution to the problem—Jesus took the punishment for sin and made a way 
to fix our relationship with God. 

 •  God loved us so much that He sent His Son to die on the cross to pay the price for 
our sins (Romans 5:8).

 •  God offers the free gift of salvation and all who choose that gift can live with Him 
forever (Romans 6:23b).

 • God wants to be our friend and guide us every day!

3.  You have a choice to make—Will you receive the free gift being offered to you?

 •  Nobody can make this choice for you. It’s a personal decision to follow Jesus (Romans 
10:9, John 3:16).

 •  Discuss with the child what these verses mean and ask if she believes these things and wants 
to receive the gift of salvation. Pray with her, but encourage her to use her own words to tell 
God what she is feeling and wants to do. 

Children are literal thinkers, so using phrases like, “ask Jesus into your heart,” or “give your heart to 
Jesus” can be confusing to them. Be simple and clear when choosing your words. 

4.  The choice to become a Christian is just the beginning of an exciting journey with 
the Lord. He is ready to help His children grow and learn every day. Use these five-word 
promises from God’s Word to encourage kids along their journey. Encourage them to use the 
fingers on one hand to be reminded of these truths.

 •  God will always forgive me (1 John 1:9). 
   Children need to be reminded that becoming a Christian doesn’t mean they will never sin 

again. Some kids think they need to become a Christian all over again every time they sin. 
 • God will never leave me (Hebrews 13:5b).
   Sometimes kids just need assurance of salvation and a reminder that God is with them even 

when they cannot physically see Him.
 • The Lord is my helper (Hebrews 13:6).
   It’s not easy to fight sin nature and follow Christ. Children often get discouraged if they feel 

alone. 
 • I can talk to God (Philippians 4:6, 1 Peter 5:7).
   Children need to be reminded that God cares about everything they are going through and 

they can talk to Him about anything.
 • The Bible is God’s Word (Hebrews 4:12, 2 Timothy 3:16).
   Children need to know the Bible is not just a book about God or His teachings. It is actually 

God’s Word to us and very useful for learning to follow Him every day.



God’s Grace 
Gives New Life

March 6, 2022 Lesson 1 Text: Romans 6:1-23

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

The apostle Paul wrote this letter to the 
Christians in Rome about AD 57. He likely 
wrote while in Corinth on his third mission-
ary journey to spread the gospel.

Lesson Objective:
Jesus frees us from sin. Grow your relationship 
with God and serve Him every day.

Application Verse:
Romans 6:23

Family Theme:
Set Free From Sin

Bible Basics:
What does baptism symbolize? Baptism symbolizes the union the believer enjoys 
in Jesus’ death and resurrection (Romans 6:1-4). It also symbolizes having our sins 
washed away (Acts 22:16).
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q TE 1-1

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 1-2

q Field Notes 1

q Pencils

q New calendar

q Marker

q Shoe with laces

q Whiteboard and marker

DIG DEEPER
q TE 1-3a

APPLY IT
q TE 1-4

q One-dollar bill

q Nine paper or foam plates

q Permanent marker

q Beanbag

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 1

q Kite



GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

You might have heard the song, “Amazing 
Grace” in 
church. It was 
written by a 

man named John Newton. Do any of 
you remember or know what grace 
is? Encourage response. Grace is 
goodness or favor we don’t deserve. 
Listen to the story of the man who wrote this very famous song. 
Read the story of John Newton from TE 1-1 to the students. Why did John 
Newton need God’s grace? Encourage response. Why do we need 
God’s grace? Encourage response. Emphasize that we might not have 
done as many wicked things as John Newton, but it only takes one sin to 
make a person a sinner. Today we will learn more about God’s amazing 
grace and what it gives us.

Introduce the idea of how God changes us 
through a simple activity. Allow the students to 
find a partner. One student in each pair will be the 
“changer” (the other one will have a turn in the 

next round). Have the partners face each other and have the one who is not 
the changer take a good look at the changer. Then have the students stand 
back-to-back and have the student who is the changer alter one thing about 
him or herself (push up a sleeve, take off a shoe, tuck his or her hair behind 
an ear, etc.). Signal the students to face each other again and allow time for 
the student to identify what is different on the “changer” student. After a few 
minutes, switch roles, and repeat the activity.

Was it easy or hard to figure out what was different? Encourage 
response. Sometimes physical changes are easy to make, but 
behavior changes can be harder. When we choose to follow Jesus, 
we begin to change, not on the outside, but in the way we think and 
act. Today we will learn more about our new life with Jesus.

STUDY THE WORD
Before class, create three stations around the room. At the first station 
place a new calendar and pen. Place the 
shoe at Station 2. At the third station, 
place a Bible with Revelation 21 marked. 
Also, have paper and markers at this 
station. If you have a larger class, you 
might consider having multiples of the 
items at each station. Also, cut apart the 
sections from TE 1-2 and place them 
at the appropriate stations. Copy Field 
Notes 1 so each student will have one. 
Divide the students into three groups. 
Several months ago, we studied 
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Option 1
Items Needed:
• TE 1-1

Items Needed:
• TE 1-2
• Field Notes 1
• Pencils
• New calendar
• Marker
• Shoe with laces
•  Whiteboard and 

marker

Option 2

TE 1-1

TE 1-2



some chapters from the book of Romans. Paul wanted to visit the 
believers in Rome and was probably on his third missionary journey, 
but he was unable to return to Rome. So, Paul wrote to them. Today 
we will study what Paul said to the believers about God’s gift of 
grace. His grace was shown to us through Jesus because we were 
sinners. We did not deserve God’s grace, but He freely gave it to all. 
Have the first group begin at station 1, the second group at station 2, and 
the third group at station 3.

As the students finish, distribute Field Notes 1 and pencils to the students. 
Have them fold in half, turn to the inside, and fill in the blanks. Think about 
these questions: Do you wish you would always choose to do 
what is right? Do you wish you would tell the truth every time? Do 
you wish you always made the right choice instead of sometimes 
choosing the wrong one?

Write the following italicized words on the whiteboard. Grace is goodness 
or favor we don’t deserve. At the first station, we learned God’s 
grace makes us a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:21). We have the 
same physical body, but inside we should be different. When Jesus 
died on the cross, He won the battle against sin and was raised 
from the dead. Because of that, our old life of sin died and has no 
power over us. We are now alive to God through Jesus. He died to 
break the power of sin and it is no longer our master. We live under 
the freedom of God’s grace.

At the second station, we learned God’s grace gives us a new 
relationship with Him. Was it easy or hard to tie the shoelace? 
Encourage response. As believers, God sends His Holy Spirit to live 
inside us and help us. He is with us all the time to help us know the 
right thing to do. But even with the Holy Spirit living inside us, we 
still struggle to do what is pleasing to God. We still want things our 
own way. But the Bible tells us God is faithful to forgive us (1 John 
1:9). Just as you had to talk and listen to one another to be able to 
tie the shoe, we must talk to God through prayer and listen to and 
obey Him. Just like any relationship, it takes time and attention to 
grow it.

At station three, we learned God’s grace gives us a new future. 
Romans 6:23 says God’s gift is eternal life. What do you think that 
means? Encourage response. It means that we will live with God 
forever in a wonderful place where there is no sadness, sickness, 
sin, or death. One of the greatest things about God’s grace is that 
He gives us a wonderful life here on earth and a perfect one in 
Heaven someday.

DIG DEEPER
Before class, cut apart the strips from TE 1-3. Do any of you remember 
what sin is? Encourage response. 
Sin is anything we think, say, or do 
that goes against God’s way, and 
the Bible tells us we are all sinners 
(Romans 3:23). Romans 6 compares 
sin to slavery because it controls the 
way you think and the way you live. Paul was trying to find a way 
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Field Notes 1

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

The fact that Jesus had to die 
to pay the penalty of our sin 
illustrates how sin brought death 
and destruction into the world.

Items Needed:
• TE 1-3a

TE 1-3a



to describe the miracle of grace in a way that the Romans (and we) 
could understand. A slave cannot free him or herself; someone else 
must do it. Display TE 1-3a. Today we learned God’s grace gives us 
new life. Jesus died to free us from the bondage of sin. We can live 
a new life because of what He did on the cross for us. We will learn 
more about Jesus’ death and resurrection in a few weeks.

APPLY IT
Before class, divide the verse into nine sections (including the reference), 
and write the words on the plates. Display 
TE 1-4 and introduce the application 
verse to the students by having them read 
it with you. Do any of you know what 
the word wages means? Encourage 
response. This is a word you might 
not often hear or use, but it means 
payment. For example, if I asked 
you to take out the trash and said 
I would pay you $1.00, your wages 
for completing the chore would be 
a dollar. Display the dollar bill. So, the 
Bible tells us the wages, or payment, 
for sin is death. Obviously, that 
does not mean that when you sin, you will drop dead immediately. 
We have all sinned and are still very much alive. It’s talking about 
your spiritual death. Just as a physical death separates us from the 
people who love us on earth, our spiritual death separates us from 
God, who loves us. But the verse continues. It tells us God gives us 
a gift—the forgiveness of our sin through Jesus. We will talk more 
about that in the coming weeks.

Have the students say the verse with you several times as you arrange 
the nine plates in a random order (so the students have room to toss the 
beanbag to the correct plate). Our verse has been divided into nine 
different sections and placed randomly on the floor. When it is your 
turn, you will toss the beanbag onto the correct plate for the next 
section of the verse. Allow the students to use TE 1-4 as a guide.

LIVE IT
In Romans 6, Paul asked a very important question: Since God’s 
grace has set us free from the 
law, does that mean we can just 
continue to sin? Or to say it another 
way: Since keeping God’s rules 
does not save us, can we sin 
whenever we like? Of course not! 
Before we had this new life, we were 
powerless to stop. But as believers, 
we are dead to sin and alive to God. That means we want nothing 
to do with sin and we want to live for God by obeying, loving, and 
serving Him.
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Items Needed:
• TE 1-4
• One-dollar bill
•  Nine paper or foam 

plates
• Permanent marker
•  Beanbag (or beanbag 

animal)

Items Needed:
• Field Notes 1
• Kite

Take Note:
An easy-to-make beanbag is to 
add beans to an old tube sock. 
Tie the end of the sock in a knot.

Take Note:
If you do not want to use or do 
not have paper or foam plates, 
use painter’s tape to create a 
tic-tac-toe design and write the 
words on pieces of paper. Place 
the words to the verse in random 
squares and have students toss 
the beanbag to the square with 
the next set of words.

TE 1-4



Display the kite. Have any of you ever flown a kite? Encourage response. 
On a windy day, you can take it outside and it will fly high in the 
sky. As long as the kite stays attached to the string, it is free to dip, 
curve, and fly through the air. What happens if the kite becomes 
separated from the string? Encourage response. Yes, the kite would 
fall. It must be attached to the string to fly free.

When we give ourselves to God, we become attached to Him. He 
wants to be close to us and help us. When we share our struggles 
with Him, He will help us overcome them. When we share our 
victories with Him, He will celebrate with us. God frees us from the 
grip sin has on us and gives us the freedom to live in His grace. Our 
goal should be to grow our relationship with Him and to serve Him 
every day. Have the students turn to the Next Step section on their Field 
Notes. Your Next Step is to grow your relationship with God and 
serve Him every day. Close with a prayer thanking God for His grace and 
the new lives we have because of His grace.
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Field Notes 1

Splink is a simple way to link your family 
together spiritually. Through FREE weekly emails 
packed with ideas, Splink helps you and your 
family engage in conversation. Whether it’s 
making memories or having fun together, Splink 

allows you to capture those teachable moments to impress 
spiritual truths and life lessons on your kids. No matter where 
you are, there’s always time to Splink!

Sign up for Splink at D6family.com/Splink.



The Holy Spirit 
Works in Us

March 13, 2022 Lesson 2 Text: Romans 8:1-39

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

In this section of his letter to the believers 
in Rome, written around AD 57, the apostle 
Paul described the ongoing ministry of the 
Holy Spirit and how we are to submit to His 
control.

Lesson Objective:
The Holy Spirit helps us live a life that is pleas-
ing to God. Rely on the Holy Spirit and ask Him 
for help in making choices that please God.

Application Verse:
Romans 6:23

Family Theme:
Led by the Spirit

GET STARTED
Option 1

q A one-dollar bill

Option 2

q TE 2-1

q A cape

q Anything superhero related

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 2-2

q Field Notes 2

q Pencils

q Scissors

APPLY IT
q TE 1-3b

q TE 1-4

q TE 2-3

q Scissors

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 2

Bible Basics:
With your students, learn Romans 6:23.
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GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

Some of you might not be aware of the 
powerful 
effect balance 
has on 

your everyday routine. Balance is 
maintained when we keep our center 
of gravity over our feet, which is our 
supporting base. Let’s test this out. 
Ask for a volunteer to help you. Have the student stand against a wall with 
his or her right side facing the wall. Place his or her right foot and cheek 
against the wall too. (The student might need to move his or her right arm 
backwards to get the necessary parts against the wall). Now, ask the student 
to lift his or her left foot off the floor. He or she will not be able to do so while 
keeping the right side of the body against the wall.

Ask for another volunteer. Have this student stand with his or her back 
against the wall, feet together and heels against the wall. Place the dollar bill 
about two feet in front of the student. Explain that the student can keep the 
dollar if he or she can pick it up off the floor without moving his or her feet or 
bending his or her knees. (The student will not be able to.)

Did any of you know that your balance, center of gravity, and 
equilibrium could have such an effect on you? Encourage response. 
Today we are going to learn about the role the Holy Spirit plays in 
the life of a believer. He helps guide what we think, say, or do so 
that our lives follow God’s direction.

Put on the cape and display items related to 
superheroes 
(if you brought 
them). Do 

any of you like superhero shows or 
movies? Encourage response. Let’s 
see how well you know the fictional 
superheroes. Read the questions from 
TE 2-1.

All these superheroes are not real—
they are fictional. Their characters 
have been made up to entertain us. Many of us have thought about 
what superpower we would like to have if we were a fictional 
superhero. But did you know that every Christian does have a 
special power? We have the power of the Holy Spirit that lives 
inside us. Today we will learn how the Holy Spirit helps us think, 
speak, and act in ways that honor God.
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Option 1
Items Needed:
• A one-dollar bill

Items Needed:
• TE 2-1
• A cape
•  Anything superhero 

related (optional)

Option 2 Take Note:
Pillowcases can be used as a 
simple cape.

TE 2-1



STUDY THE WORD
Before class, copy Field Notes 2 so each student will have one. Also, cut 
apart the pieces from TE 2-2. Several 
months ago, we studied some 
chapters from the book of Romans. 
Paul wanted to visit the believers 
in Rome and was probably on his 
third missionary journey, but he 
was unable to return to Rome. So, 
Paul wrote to them. In the first six 
chapters (the first part of his letter), 
he reminded the believers about the 
gospel, the good news of Jesus, and 
the gift of eternal life through Jesus’ death and resurrection. God’s 
grace was shown to us through Jesus because we were sinners. We 
did not deserve God’s grace, but He freely gave it to all.

Last week, we began studying Paul’s letter to the believers in Rome. 
Today and the next several weeks, we will study the last part of 
this letter. If you wanted to understand something about how a car 
works, you would probably read the car manual. When learning how 
to play a new game, you read the directions. The Bible tells us who 
God is. We must read God’s Word to know how to live our life in 
ways that follow Him.

A while ago, we learned about the Trinity—God the Father, God 
the Son (Jesus), and God the Holy Spirit. Paul wrote about the 
Holy Spirit in the latter part of his letter to the believers in Rome 
and reminded the Christians of what the Holy Spirit does for them. 
Distribute Field Notes 2 and pencils to the students. Have them fold in half, 
turn to the inside, and fill in the blanks on the Field Notes. Display TE 2-2 
and add TE 2-2a to it.. Romans 8:10-11 tells us the Holy Spirit gives 
every Christian the power to overcome sin. Before we accepted and 
trusted in Jesus Christ, we were bound to our sin. But because of 
what Jesus did on the cross, we are free. God knew we would still 
struggle with wanting our own way, so He sent the Holy Spirit to live 
in every believer. He helps us overcome sin. He is the One who gives 
us that feeling of sadness or uncomfortableness when we make a 
wrong choice. When we know we have sinned, we should pray to 
God, confess our sin, and ask for forgiveness.

Add TE 2-2bto TE 2-2. The Holy Spirit leads us in the right 
way—God’s way (Romans 8:12-14). God’s words in the Bible are 
instructions for living the right way. The Holy Spirit helps us 
understand and remember these words. The Holy Spirit will never 
lead us to do anything against what the Bible says. For example, 
if you are thinking of stealing a candy bar and realize no one is 
watching, the Holy Spirit will remind you God’s Word says not to 
steal (Exodus 20:15). The Holy Spirit will help us say no to sin and 
say yes to God’s way. He has the power to help us.

Add TE 2-2c to TE 2-2. The Holy Spirit guarantees our future (Romans 
8:23-24). Do any of you know what the word guarantee means? 
Encourage response. It’s a promise that certain conditions will be 
fulfilled. For example, if an item has a guarantee, that means the 
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Items Needed:
• TE 2-2
• Field Notes 2
• Pencils
• Scissors

TE 2-2

Field Notes 2



company promises it will do what they say it will do. As believers, 
we are given the guarantee, or promise, of an eternal life in Heaven. 
When our life on earth is over, our new life in Heaven with God 
begins.

Add TE 2-2d to TE 2-2. The Holy Spirit helps us with our prayers. 
Have you ever been so sad or overwhelmed you didn’t even have 
the words to say what you were feeling or know what to ask God 
for help with? Encourage response. When we are going through times 
like these, the Holy Spirit prays for us. Have a student read Romans 
8:26-27 to the class. God knows our hearts and what we are going 
through, and the Holy Spirit pleads for us on our behalf. Have the 
students look up and read Romans 8:28 as a class. This verse gives us a 
promise from God that He will cause all things to work together for 
our good. How comforting is that for Christians?

The chapter ends with a reminder of God’s love for us that is never-
ending. Choose a student to read Romans 8:37-39 aloud. God sent 
His Son, Jesus, to die for our sin and God gave us the Holy Spirit 
because of His amazing love for us. Nothing can separate us from 
God’s love for us.

DIG DEEPER
We just read some reasons God gave us the Holy Spirit, but let’s 
review who the Holy Spirit is because He is the part of the Trinity 
that people have the hardest time understanding.

The Holy Spirit is the third person in the Trinity. There is one God 
in three persons. He is our comforter (John 14:16). The Holy Spirit 
lives in every believer (John 14:17). The Holy Spirit comes into a 
person’s life when he or she chooses to accept and trust God for 
the forgiveness of his or her sins (Romans 8:9). He is there and will 
be with us all the time and help us to do the things God commands. 
The very name of the Holy Spirit is the Helper. He teaches us, guides 
us, and does many other things for us (John 14:26).

APPLY IT
Before class, cut apart the strips from TE 2-3. Display TE 1-3b. The Holy 
Spirit helps us lead a life pleasing 
to God. But we are also human and 
not perfect. We still sin. Display TE 
1-4 and review the application verse 
with the students by having them read 
it with you. What does this verse tell 
us the payment for sin is? Encourage 
response. It is death. What kind of 
death is this verse talking about? 
Encourage response. It is talking about 
our spiritual death that separates us 
from God. But our verse also tells us that God gives us the amazing 
gift of eternal life with Jesus. Because of His death and resurrection, 
we can be with Him in Heaven one day. Display the pieces from TE 
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Our freedom from condemnation 
in Christ demonstrates how God 
offers salvation and forgiveness 
through faith in Jesus Christ.

Take Note:
Read or reference the Bible 
verses that tell about the Holy 
Spirit. If the students have 
questions, answer them as 
honestly as you can. If you don’t 
know the answer, be honest 
with them, but tell them you will 
research it and get back to them.

Items Needed:
• TE 1-3b
• TE 1-4
• TE 2-3
• Scissors

TE 1-3b



2-3 in the correct order. Say the verse together as you point to the different 
pieces. Choose a student to turn over one of the pieces and say the verse 
again. Choose another student to turn over another piece and say the verse 
again. Continue until all the pieces are turned over and say the verse one last 
time.

LIVE IT
This chapter helps us understand that we can have peace when 
we allow the Holy Spirit to help us 
make choices that please God. He 
lives inside every single believer 
and is our encourager. Have any of 
you ever had a friend who didn’t 
always encourage you to make good 
choices, but rather bad ones? Or 
maybe you’ve known someone who claimed to be your friend, but 
never had time for you. The Holy Spirit will always be there for you 
and help guide you in the right direction. He is with you and for you. 
He wants us to have victory over sin. Have the students turn to the Next 
Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to rely on the Holy 
Spirit and ask Him for help to make choices that please and honor 
God. Close with a prayer for the students that they will follow the Holy 
Spirit’s leading and guidance in their lives.
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TE 1-4

TE 2-3

Field Notes 2

Items Needed:
• Field Notes 2

Are you on Facebook? Join the D6 Curriculum 
Teachers group, a place of community for you to 
share stories, ask questions, get advice, and engage 
in conversations with other D6 curriculum teachers.



A Change in Direction

March 20, 2022 Lesson 3 Text: Romans 12:1-21

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

In this section of his letter to the believers 
in Rome, written around AD 57, Paul taught 
how we should respond to the blessings 
God has poured out on us through the 
gospel.

Lesson Objective:
We are to be transformed by God’s Word. Ask 
God to help us transform our minds and actions 
to reflect a life living for Jesus.

Application Verse:
Romans 6:23

Family Theme:
The Transformed Life

Bible Basics:
With your students, learn the names and order of books 13 through 17 of the New Tes-
tament (1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Timothy, and Titus).
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q Whiteboard and marker

q Eraser

Option 2

q Play-Doh

q Cookie cutters

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 1-3c

q TE 3-1

q Field Notes 3

q Permanent marker

q Colored pencils

DIG DEEPER
q TE 3-1

q Six index cards

q Bag

q Construction paper

q Markers

APPLY IT
q TE 1-4

q TE 2-3

q TE 3-2

q Stopwatch

LIVE IT
q TE 3-3

q Field Notes 3



GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

Draw ten circles as indicated in the sidebar on 
the white 
board. Read 
the following 

paragraph to the students and let them 
try to solve the puzzle.

Jonathan placed an arrow in the 
snow with rocks for his sister 
pointing the way to the hill where 
they were going to sled (refer to the circles on the whiteboard). At 
the last minute, his friend told him about an even better hill for 
sledding. So, Jonathan needs to change the arrow to point the 
opposite direction so she can find the way. He has time to move 
only three rocks. Can you figure out which three he should move to 
point the arrow in the opposite direction? Allow time for the students 
to brainstorm. If the students have not solved the puzzle after a couple 
of minutes, show them how to move the rocks. See the directions on the 
picture in the sidebar. Was this easy or hard to do? Encourage response. 
Did seeing a picture of how the rocks should be changed help? 
Encourage response When we become part of God’s family, we are 
changed. Not in the way we look, but in the things we think, say, and 
do. God gives us the Bible to help us change to the new person we 
are in Him. Today we’ll learn about how we can be changed on the 
inside to look more like Jesus.

Did any of you like playing with Play-Doh 
when you 
were younger? 
Encourage 

response. Well, we’re going to revisit 
our younger years for a few minutes. 
Allow the students to play with the Play-
Doh and the cookie cutters for a few 
minutes. What shape would you get if 
you used the same cookie cutter over and over? Encourage response. 
Play-Doh conforms to the shape of the mold or cookie cutter. To 
conform means to shape something to be like something else. Do 
any of you know someone whose personality changes depending 
on who he or she is hanging around? Encourage response. God gives 
us the ultimate example of who we should be like in Jesus. In our 
lesson, we will continue to hear what Paul wrote to the believers in 
Rome about how to live a transformed life.
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Option 1
Items Needed:
•  Whiteboard and 

marker
• Eraser

Items Needed:
• Play-Doh
• Cookie cutters

Option 2

Answer: Move the two bottom 
outside circles to the outside of 
the row with two, and move the 
single circle to the bottom.



STUDY THE WORD
Before class, copy Field Notes 3 so each student will have one. We have 
been studying the second half of the 
letter Paul wrote to the believers in 
Rome for the past couple of weeks. 
The part of the letter we will study 
today focuses on the application of 
the truths Paul wrote about in the 
first half. Read Romans 12:2 aloud to 
the students. What does the Bible 
say about being shaped by the 
world? Encourage response. It tells us 
we shouldn’t be conformed to the 
world’s ideas of what is right and 
wrong. Display TE 1-3c. Instead, we are to be transformed by God’s 
Word. As followers of Jesus, we have given ourselves to God. We 
are not to think like those around who don’t believe in God, but we 
are to shape our thoughts by the Bible. God’s words will guide us 
in the best way to live. When we read the Bible every day, we are 
shaping our minds. We will know what God wants us to do and then 
we can make a good choice. The Bible and the Holy Spirit will guide 
us in the right way. Let’s see what Paul said to the church in Rome 
and us about our thoughts and actions. Distribute Field Notes 3 and 
colored pencils to the students. Have them fold in half, turn to the inside, and 
fill in the blanks.

Display TE 3-1. Choose a different student to read each of the verses and 
write the missing words on the poster to give a summary of Paul’s words as 
indicated.

Romans 12:3—Be humble.

Romans 12:6-8—Help others.

Romans 12:9—Love good and hate evil.

Romans 12:10—Be kind.

Romans 12:11—Don’t be lazy.

Romans 12:12—Be patient and keep praying.

Romans 12:13—Share with people in need.

Romans 12:14—Bless those who persecute you.

Romans 12:15—Rejoice with others.

Romans 12:17—Don’t get revenge.

Romans 12:18—Be a peacemaker.

Romans 12:21—Give good for evil.

If we follow God’s instructions in the Bible, we will be transformed 
by His Word.
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Items Needed:
• TE 1-3c
• TE 3-1
• Field Notes 3
• Permanent marker
• Colored pencils

TE 1-3c

TE 3-1

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

God established the church to 
make disciples and transfer the 
faith. He allows us to be part of 
that process as we use the gifts 
and abilities He gave us to serve 
Him and His church.

Field Notes 3



If time allows, let the students also find the words in the word search on their 
Field Notes.

DIG DEEPER
Before class, write the numbers 1-4 and “go back two spaces” on separate 
index cards. Add them all to a bag. 
Distribute a piece of construction paper 
and a marker to the students. Assign 
a verse to each student and have 
them write the summary of the verse 
and reference (using TE 3-1) on the 
construction paper in large letters. If you 
have more verses than students, give 
additional pieces of construction paper to 
the children and assign them more than 
one verse. After the children are finished, 
move the table and chairs to one side, 
and make a game board on the floor with the pieces of construction paper. 
Create a rectangle or snake-like shape and add one to three pieces of blank 
paper (varying the amount) between the verses.

To play the game, divide the students into two teams. Let each team choose 
a person to be the “game piece” (the one who will move on the game board). 
Let each team take turns choosing a card from the bag. Their team’s “game 
piece” will move forward or backward the number of spaces indicated on the 
card. Each time, the “game piece” should read the instruction of how God 
wants everyone to live from the game piece on the floor. Continue taking 
turns until one team reaches the finish line.

Have the students pick up the game pieces.

APPLY IT
A life that has been changed because of a relationship with Jesus 
should be evident in our words and 
actions with both other believers 
and non-believers. In other words, 
we should live out God’s Word and 
follow Jesus’ example in everything 
we do. I’m going to read some 
different situations and let’s try to 
think of a verse from Romans 12 that 
could help the person in each one. 
Read the different situations from TE 3-2 
and allow time for the students to apply 
God’s Word to it.

God loves us and He wants us to be with Him forever. Easter is 
in a few weeks, and we celebrate it because of His death and 
resurrection on the cross. The Bible tells us we are all sinners and 
the payment for sin is death—to be separated from God forever. 
But the Bible also tells us God offers each person a gift—the 
forgiveness of his or her sin. Display TE 1-4 and review the verse with 
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Items Needed:
• TE 3-1
• Six index cards
• Bag
• Construction paper
• Markers

If possible, display the 
construction paper around the 
room as a reminder of God’s 
Word.

Take Note:
Most smart phones have a 
stopwatch feature on them.

Items Needed:
• TE 1-4
• TE 2-3
• TE 3-2
• Stopwatch

TE 3-2

TE 3-1



the students. Have them say the verse with you. What do you have to do 
when someone offers you a gift? Encourage response. You must take 
it. When we receive, or take, this wonderful gift, we are justified—it 
is like we never sinned. Our sins are gone; not because we are so 
good, but by believing in what Jesus has already done.

Mix up the pieces from TE 2-3. Have the students find a partner and allow 
the pairs to take turns putting the words in the correct order of the verse. 
Consider timing to see which pair of students can do so in the fastest time.

LIVE IT
God wants to change us. He does not want us to stay in our sin. 
He wants us to be kind and not 
selfish. He wants us to be forgiving 
and not hold a grudge. Jesus is a 
picture of what God wants us to 
look like. We should not change to 
be like the world, but we should be 
changed to look like Jesus. Let’s 
talk about three steps that can help 
us be transformed by God. Have the students refer to the right side of 
their Field Notes. Display TE 3-3. Give yourself to God. That’s what it 
means to present your bodies as a living sacrifice to God. You are to 
give yourself to God to do whatever He tells you to do. He is wise, 
loving, and strong, and He will always do what is best for us. We 
are to live differently from the world. The Bible tells us we are not 
to be conformed to the world. Why is it important not to conform 
to the ideas and values of the world? Encourage response. Finally, 
you are to transform your mind by reading the Bible. When you 
read the Bible every day, your thoughts are shaped to God’s ways. 
Reading the Bible, thinking about it, memorizing it, and doing it 
will keep us from sin (Psalm 119:11). Have the students turn to the Next 
Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to ask God to help 
you transform your mind and actions to reflect a life living for Jesus. 
Close with a prayer asking God for His help to live a life that honors Him.
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TE 1-4

TE 2-3

TE 3-3

Field Notes 3

Items Needed:
• TE 3-3
• Field Notes 3

Take Note:
Did you know www.D6teacher.com provides a downloadable copy of the 
Teaching Guide? Use the code provided with the Teaching Essentials to 
access it.



Follow God’s Plan
March 27, 2022 Lesson 4 Text: Romans 13:1-14

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

In this section of his letter to the believers 
in Rome, written around AD 57, Paul dealt 
with how believers are to relate to governing 
authorities.

Lesson Objective:
God has placed people in authority over us. We 
are to submit to God’s plan and show our love 
for others through our words and actions.

Application Verse:
Romans 6:23

Family Theme:
Submitting to Authority

GET STARTED
Option 1

q Chairs

Option 2

q TE 4-1

q Scissors

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 4-2

q Field Notes 4

q Pencils

DIG DEEPER
q TE 4-3

q Cardstock

q Scissors

q Colored pencils and markers

APPLY IT
q TE 1-4

q Strips of cloth or scarves

LIVE IT
q TE 1-3d

q Field Notes 4

Bible Basics:
With your students, review the names and order of the first 17 books of the Old Testa-
ment.
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GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

Before class, arrange the chairs in a circle. To 
begin, place one 
student in the 

middle of the circle. That student will go 
to any person in the circle and ask, “Do 
you love your neighbor as yourself?” If 
the student says, “Yes, I love my neighbor 
as myself,” the two people sitting on 
either side of him or her will quickly try to 
exchange seats before the student in the 
middle sits in one of their chairs. If the student says, “no,” the student in the 
middle will say, “I love everyone with and then name a characteristic such 
as blue eyes, brown hair, freckles, shoes on, etc.). Repeat the activity with 
different students in the middle of the circle. When the activity is finished, 
have the students move the chairs back to their designated spots.

What was the question the person in the middle asked every time? 
Encourage response. That question is asked in Romans 13, which is 
the chapter we are studying today. Each person who was asked that 
question had the choice to say yes or no. Your answer determined 
what came next. We are going to learn God’s plan is for us to always 
love others. As Christians, our answer should always be yes, we will 
love others.

Before class, cut apart the cards from TE 4-1 and 
place them 
face down on 
a table. Explain 

to the students that each volunteer will 
come forward and choose a card that has 
a person in authority on it. He or she will 
act it out while the others try to guess 
which person it is.

Who are some people who have authority over us? Encourage 
response. Do you like it when someone else tells you what to do? 
Encourage response. Most of the time, rules are for our good and 
protect us. Choose one authority figure from TE 4-1 and relate how obeying 
that person protects us. For example, a bus driver might have rules about 
standing when the bus is moving. That rule is to protect the riders and keep 
them safe. Most of the people that were acted out have rules we 
must follow to be safe and for us to get along with others. Today 
we will learn about the authority God has placed over us and how 
authority is a good thing and part of God’s plan.
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Option 1
Items Needed:
•  Chairs (one less chair 

than the number of 
students)

Option 2
Items Needed:
• TE 4-1
• Scissors

TE 4-1



STUDY THE WORD
Before class, copy Field Notes 4 so each child will have one. Distribute Field 
Notes 4 and pencils to the students. 
Have them fold it in half, turn to the 
inside, and fill in the blanks. Display TE 
4-2. Begin by reading Romans 13:1-2 
aloud to the students. According to 
Romans 13, God is the source of all 
authority. He puts people over us to 
watch over and guide us. It is for our 
good. What happens to those who 
rebel against authority? Encourage response. When we choose not 
to submit to authority, we are running the risk of punishment. What 
are some examples of this? Encourage response. If a person chooses 
to go above the speed limit, he or she runs the risk of getting a 
speeding ticket. If someone chooses to disobey his or her parents, 
that person runs the risk of losing privileges. If God’s plan is to 
place people in authority to protect us, not just physically, but also 
emotionally and spiritually, what is our part in it? Encourage response. 
God’s Word tells us we should submit to those God has placed in 
authority over us by giving them respect and honor (Romans 13:1-7). 
The only exception is when it goes against God’s Word.

In Romans 13:9-10, Paul listed some of the Ten Commandments. 
Listen as I read the first part of Romans 13:9 and tell me how 
many commandments he listed. Read the first part of verse 9, stopping 
after you’ve read the commandments. How many did he list? Now 
listen while I read the rest of the verse. Read the rest of verse 9 
with the summation of loving your neighbor. Paul tells us all these 
commandments can be summed up with one action—we are 
to love our neighbors as ourselves. God’s plan is for us to love 
others. These weren’t just Paul’s words, Jesus also commanded this 
throughout His teachings, such as in John 13:34-35, John 15:12, and 
John 15:17, to name a few.

In verses 11-13, Paul reminded the Romans, and us, that we only 
have a short time to live on this earth. We should want to use our 
time wisely, living according to God’s plan. Paul made a list of some 
sins to stay away from. We will focus on two from that list: fighting 
and jealousy. These should never be a part of our new life as Christ 
followers. Paul tells the Christians to “put on” how Christ would act 
and react. Instead of fighting and jealousy, we should make self-
control and contentment part of our new life with Jesus. We should 
display the character of Jesus in our daily lives.

Allow the students to complete the crossword puzzle.
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Items Needed:
• TE 4-2
• Field Notes 4
• Pencils

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Because God is the Sovereign 
Lord of all, we are to submit 
to His authority in all things. 
Submitting to earthly authority 
illustrates this truth.

TE 4-2

Field Notes 4



DIG DEEPER
Before class, copy TE 4-3 on cardstock and cut apart so each student will 
have one. Distribute TE 4-3, colored 
pencils, and markers to the students. 
Have the students fold the card in half 
(short end to short end). Those who 
are in authority over us are obeying 
God’s Word when they guide us 
in the right direction. It is often a 
thankless job because our sinful 
nature resents submitting to them. 
But as believers, we should show 
those people honor and respect and 
let them know we are thankful for 
their help and leadership. Let’s write a thank you note to someone 
who needs to know you appreciate him or her. It can be a parent, 
a teacher, a coach, a bus driver, a lunchroom worker, or anyone 
else who is over you. Allow time for the students to write a note. Once 
the students have finished, place the cards by the door so the students will 
remember to take them so they can personally deliver (or send) it.

APPLY IT
Before class, fold strips of cloth or scarves diagonally. Display TE 1-4 
and review the application verse with 
the students. God is our ultimate 
authority. Today we learned what 
Paul wrote about submitting to 
authority. Remember, the Bible 
is God’s Word, and we are to live 
according to His Word. It’s not 
always easy to submit to authority, 
love others as Jesus does, and live 
a life that shows Him to others. We cannot do it on our own. A 
few weeks ago, we learned God gives us the Holy Spirit to help us 
and guide us. As Christians, we are to live and walk in the Spirit. 
When we are going in the same direction as the Holy Spirit, we are 
going God’s way. You are walking together with the Holy Spirit. 
To demonstrate this, ask for two volunteers. Use the strip of cloth or scarf 
and tie their legs as you would in a three-legged race. Then ask the two 
volunteers to try to walk in separate directions. Then tell one volunteer to 
walk in big, long steps and tell the other one to take tiny, baby steps. Talk 
about what happened in both situations. Untie their legs and allow the 
students to sit back down. Thank you for showing us what happens 
when you go in different directions or get out of step with each 
other. It doesn’t work. This shows us how to walk in the Spirit. We 
must let Him guide us and we can’t go our own selfish way. 
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Items Needed:
•  TE 4-3 (one copy/two 

children)
• Cardstock
• Scissors
•  Colored pencils and 

markers

Items Needed:
• TE 1-4
•  Strips of cloth or 

scarves

TE 1-4

TE 4-3



LIVE IT
When Jesus left Heaven and came to this earth to live and die, He 
completely submitted to God’s plan 
from the manger to the cross and 
grave. Paul submitted to God’s plan 
in his life too. Display TE 1-3d We are 
to submit to God’s plan for our lives. 
Today, we learned part of God’s plan 
is to place those in authority over 
us to guide us in the right way. God 
made us and He knows what is best for us. When we have the all-
knowing, all-powerful ruler of the world looking out for us, doesn’t 
it make sense to submit to His plan instead of following our own 
plan? Of course, it does! Part of God’s plan is for us to show His 
love to others. Jesus said in John 13:35 that others will know we are 
His disciples by our love. We should remember God’s plan is always 
the best plan. Have the students turn to the Next Step section on their 
Field Notes. Your Next Step is to submit to God’s plan and show our 
love for others through our words and actions. Close with a prayer 
asking God to help you and your students follow His plan for your lives.
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Items Needed:
• TE 1-3d
• Field Notes 4 TE 1-3d

Field Notes 4



Choose to Get Along

April 3, 2022 Lesson 5 Text: Romans 14:1-15:7

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

In this section of his letter to the believers in 
Rome, written around AD 57, Paul dealt with 
how we should treat each other when we 
disagree over non-essentials.

Lesson Objective:
God wants Christians to get along with others. 
Handle disagreements in a Christlike way.

Application Verse:
Romans 6:23

Family Theme:
Surrendering Our Rights

Bible Basics:
With your students, review the names and order of the first 17 books of the New Testa-
ment.

P
r

ep
a

r
a

ti
o

n
Ch

ec
k

l
is

t:

27

GET STARTED
Option 1

q TE 5-1

q Bags or envelopes

q Two index cards

q Marker

q Scissors

q Posterboard

Option 2

q Two Styrofoam cups

q Pen or permanent marker

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 5-2

q Field Notes 5

q Pencils

q Scissors

DIG DEEPER
q TE 5-3

APPLY IT
q TE 1-4

LIVE IT
q TE 1-3e

q Field Notes 5

q Piece of construction paper

q Scissors



GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

Before class, cut apart the pieces from TE 5-1 
and place them 
in a bag or 
envelope. Write 

on two index cards Things to do and 
Things not to do. Attach them to a wall or 
posterboard so they form two columns. 
Play a game to learn things we are to 
do or not to do when getting along with 
others. The first student will choose a 
card from the bag or envelope, read 
what is written on it, and attach it under 
the correct column. The next student 
will do the same. Continue until all the 
cards have been placed in one of the two columns. The Bible tells us 
how to live so we please God. When we become a believer, God 
gives us the Holy Spirit to guide us in the right way to be more like 
Jesus. Read the cards that describe things we are to do. Jesus is a great 
example of someone who did what was right and selfless. He lived 
His life for other people by helping, serving, and caring about them. 
He even gave His life to save others. Today we will learn what Paul 
wrote to the believers in Rome about getting along with others.

Place one cup inside the other leaving a gap of 
about ½” (see 
picture). I have 
a challenge 

for you. Who can separate these two 
cups without touching either one 
of them or moving the table? Allow 
different students to have a turn trying. 
Stand close to the cups and gently blow 
in between them and they will separate. I 
have another challenge for you. Pick up one of the cups and write: Think 
of others on the outside of it. This is a very tough challenge for many 
people. It isn’t easy because of our sinful nature of wanting our way. 
Fights happen when we think our way is best or we must have our 
own way (James 4:1-3). Fighting isn’t just hitting, but it’s also the 
words we say or the tone of our voice when we say those words. 
Today we will learn what Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome about 
walking in the Spirit by getting along with others.

28

Items Needed:
• TE 5-1
• Bags or envelopes
• Two index cards
• Marker
• Scissors
• Posterboard (optional)

Items Needed:
• Two Styrofoam cups
•  Pen or permanent 

marker

Option 1

Option 1

TE 5-1

Take Note:
Try this before class so you 
are confident in judging the 
distance needed to separate 
the cups.



STUDY THE WORD
Before class, cut apart the pieces from TE 5-2. Place the blue strips on one 
side of a table or attach them in a column 
on the wall. Mix up and place the red 
strips to the right of the column. Also, 
copy Field Notes 5 so each student will 
have one.

Have any of you ever had an 
argument or disagreement with 
a friend? Encourage response. 
Sometimes when we argue with 
someone, we lose focus on what is 
really important, and it becomes more about being right. It’s not 
always easy to get along with others, even other Christians. Did you 
know the Christians in the early church had that same problem? 
The people were very different and had different opinions. Paul 
wrote to the believers in Rome about working hard to build up 
God’s kingdom. In his letter, Paul pointed out some of the ways they 
were allowing their selfishness to overshadow their judgment. For 
example, some Christians were arguing over whether they should 
eat meat or not and which days were holy, and which were not. Paul 
taught the believers the kingdom of God is more important than any 
of these issues they were disagreeing about. Let’s talk about some 
things we can choose to do when disagreeing with someone. We 
can use these steps to help us get along with him or her.

Distribute Field Notes 5 and pencils to the students. Have them fold in half 
and turn to the inside. Instruct the students to circle the right response for 
each wrong action.

No one likes to feel excluded. Point to the blue strip with the words: 
exclude others. Have the students look at the options listed in red to find 
what we should do (include others). When there is a disagreement, Paul 
told the people not to exclude one another, but to include others. 
How can we make sure we still include someone regardless of our 
disagreements? Encourage response.

Point to the blue strip with the words: argue with others on it. Have the 
students look at the options listed in red that says what we should do 
instead (find a way to make peace). Paul told the believers not to argue 
about their different opinions (Romans 14:1). We should make every 
effort to live peacefully with others instead of arguing. The Bible 
encourages us to live in peace with one another (Romans 14:19). 
Paul said that even if we are free to do certain things, we should be 
willing to give those things up if we know they hurt someone else.

Point to the blue strip with the words: criticize others. Have the students 
look at the options listed in red that tells what we should do (look for good 
qualities). If we are in a disagreement or argument with someone, it’s 
much easier to find fault with him or her. But we shouldn’t criticize 
or tear a person down, but, instead, look for the good qualities in 
him or her. Find ways to build up or encourage that person. We don’t 
need to correct every person; we are not in charge of others (Romans 
14:3-4).
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Items Needed:
• TE 5-2
• Field Notes 5
• Pencils
• Scissors

TE 5-2

Field Notes 5



Point to the blue strip with the words: judge others. There’s only one red 
piece left—love others. Read Romans 14:10-13 to the students. What 
does the Bible say about judging others? Encourage response. We are 
not to judge others, but instead help them. We all make mistakes 
and should love one another. We should not hurt others by our 
words and actions. God is pleased when we love others and want 
what is best for them. And we should avoid doing things that cause 
others to stumble in their faith.

DIG DEEPER
It is more important to love one another than to claim our rights 
about what we can do. Listen to this 
fictional letter from Ty—short for 
Tychicus—a real person who lived 
during the first century in Rome. 
Read the letter from TE 5-3 to help the 
students understand the situation in 
Rome from a different perspective (based 
on Romans 14).

How did Ty feel when he was excluded and treated wrongly by 
others? Encourage response. Have any of you ever felt like he did? 
Encourage response. When the people argued about their opinions, 
what was the result? Encourage response. Even though Paul said 
Christians have the freedom to do things differently, we must not 
use that freedom to hurt others in any way.

APPLY IT
Display TE 1-4 and review the application verse with the students. This 
verse tells us that our punishment 
for our sin is death—separation from 
God. But it goes on to tell us every 
person has the chance to change 
the outcome of his or her eternal life 
through a relationship with Jesus. 
The Holy Spirit nudges us to tell 
others about Jesus and how to have a life with Him. But our words 
and actions must match our faith. We are to live in ways that show 
others who is the leader of our lives. The Bible tells us Christians 
are to live and walk in the Spirit (Galatians 5:25). When we do that, 
we must let the Holy Spirit guide us. God’s way is for us to think 
of others and choose to get along with others. When we walk in 
the Spirit, we put the feelings and needs of others before our own. 
When we do that, we show others Jesus’ love for them through our 
actions. We must rely on the Holy spirit to strengthen us as we learn 
to walk in love, serving Jesus through serving others, and building 
each other up.

Divide the students into two groups. Tell the first group that they will say 
the first part of the verse (through the word death) the second will say 
the second part. Both groups will say the reference together. Use the 
suggestions in the sidebar as to ways the students will say the verse. Then, 
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Jesus Christ is the Sovereign 
Lord of all. Judgment should be 
left to Him in matters not clearly 
spelled out in Scripture.

Items Needed:
• TE 5-3

Items Needed:
• TE 1-4

Whisper the verse.

Clap while saying the verse.

Shout the verse.

Hop up and down while saying 
the verse.

Hold your nose and say the 
verse.

TE 5-3

TE 1-4



have the second group say the first part of the verse and the first group say 
the second in the manner you tell them to. Again, have both groups say the 
reference together.

LIVE IT
Share an object lesson to illustrate loving others. Display the piece of 
construction paper. How many 
corners do I have on my paper? 
Encourage response. I have four. Cut 
off one corner and give it to a student. 
How many corners do I have now? 
Encourage response. I have five. 
How many do you have? Encourage 
response. You have three. Cut off 
another corner and give it to another 
student. How many corners do I 
have now? Encourage response. I 
have six. How many do you have? 
Encourage response. You each only have three. Cut off another corner 
and give it to a different student. Now, how many corners do I have? 
Encourage response. I have seven. How many do you have? Encourage 
response. You each still just have three. Cut off the last corner and 
give it to another student. How many corners do I have? Encourage 
response. I have eight. How many do you have? Encourage response. 
You have three. I started with four corners and now have eight. 
You started out with none, but now have three. Usually, when you 
give something away, you have less of it. But that’s not true when 
giving love away. Display TE 1-3e. God gives us love so we can love 
others. Paul wrote about loving others, but Jesus also told us we 
should love each other like He has loved us (John 15:12). Think of 
some people you have a hard time getting along with. Now think of 
some ways you can put them before you this week. Refer to the ways 
specifically mentioned in the lesson (include others, live peacefully, look for 
good qualities, and love others). Have the students turn to the Next Step 
section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to handle disagreements 
in a Christ-like way. Close with a prayer thanking God for His great love 
and asking Him to help you show that love to others in selfless ways.
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Items Needed:
• TE 1-3e
• Field Notes 5
•  Piece of construction 

paper
• Scissors

Field Notes 5

TE 1-3e

Are you on Facebook? Join the D6 Curriculum 
Teachers group, a place of community for you to 
share stories, ask questions, get advice, and engage 
in conversations with other D6 curriculum teachers.

Take Note:
Puzzles and coloring pages of 
the application verses can be 
downloadable at
www.D6teacher.com.



Jesus Died 
for Our Sin

April 10, 2022 Lesson 6 Text: Matthew 27:11-54

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson shows us how Christ died on 
the cross to pay the penalty for every per-
son’s sin. The entire Old Testament looked 
forward to Jesus’ life, death, and resurrec-
tion, and the New Testament described His 
life, death, and resurrection and how this 
good news began to be taken to all people.

Lesson Objective:
Jesus died on the cross for our sin. Thank Jesus 
for His gift of forgiveness and eternal life for us.

Application Verse:
Philippians 2:10-11

Family Theme:
The Crucified Christ

GET STARTED
Option 1

q One book/student

q Whiteboard and marker

Option 2

q A checker game

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 6-1

q TE 6-2

q TE 6-3

DIG DEEPER

q TE 6-4a

q Scissors

APPLY IT
q TE 6-5

q Index cards

q Pen

q Bag

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 6

q Pencils

Bible Basics:
With your students, memorize Philippians 2:10-11.
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GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

Give each student a book to hold. Is it heavy? 
Encourage 
response. How 
would you feel 

if you had to take this book with you 
all day, everywhere you went? Do 
you think it would become heavier as 
the day went on? Encourage response. 
It would get in the way when you 
were eating, bathing, doing your 
homework, playing a video game, and so many other things. 
Something that doesn’t seem too heavy at first becomes heavier 
as time goes on. Do any of you remember what sin is? Encourage 
response. Sin is anything we think, say, or do that goes against God’s 
way. At first it might not seem like a big deal, but the longer it goes 
on, the more we realize the effects of it. It becomes like a heavy 
weight we carry around with us. Write the word forgiveness on the white 
board. Have the students set down their books. Today we are going to 
learn Jesus died so we could have forgiveness of all our sins.

Before class, find and mark 1 John 1:9 in your 
Bible. Set 
up the 
checkerboard, 

but only put out one set of pieces. Place 
the other pieces in a bag out of the sight 
of the students. Who would like to 
play a game of checkers with me? 
Encourage response. The students should point out that half of the pieces 
are missing. You’re right; half of the pieces are missing. This board 
game with the missing pieces reminds me of some people who ask 
God to forgive them of their sin, but then wonder if He only forgave 
them halfway or only for certain things. Read 1 John 1:9 aloud to the 
class. What does this verse tell us? Encourage response. God’s Word 
tells us we have total forgiveness of our sin. Place the other pieces for 
the checker game on the board. Now we can play our game because we 
have all the pieces. Today we will learn more from God’s Word about 
His total forgiveness of our sin.

STUDY THE WORD
Why do we celebrate Easter? Encourage response. Easter is when 
we remember and celebrate Jesus’ 
death on the cross and resurrection 
from the grave. In Matthew 27, the 
Bible gives us the events that led 
up to Jesus’ death on the cross and 
the suffering He took for you, me, 
and for all people. Although many 
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Option 1
Items Needed:
• One book/student
•  Whiteboard and 

marker

Items Needed:
• A checker game

Option 2 If a checker game is unavailable, 
substitute another item that 
can be divided in half such as a 
candy bar or apple and modify 
the directions to fit.

Items Needed:
• TE 6-1—TE 6-3



believed Jesus was the Son of God, others rejected Him. Many 
wanted to kill Him, especially the Jewish religious leaders—the High 
Priest and his council members. Display TE 6-1 and point to the different 
pictures. Judas Iscariot, one of Jesus’ disciples, devised a plan 
with the Jewish leaders to betray His friend. That night, Jesus was 
arrested and taken to the home of their leader—the High Priest. All 
night long, the Jewish leaders mistreated Jesus and told lies about 
Him. Jesus was spit on, slapped, and beaten before being turned 
over to the Roman government.

Display TE 6-2 and point to the different pictures. At the trial, Pilate—who 
was the Roman governor—realized Jesus was innocent and wanted 
to let Him go. But the Jewish leaders demanded He be crucified. 
Pilate washed his hands in a bowl of water as a sign that he was 
washing away the responsibility of killing Jesus and turned Him over 
to the Roman soldiers. The Roman soldiers whipped Jesus with a 
lead-tipped whip that tore into His flesh. They put a crown of thorns 
on His head and repeatedly beat Jesus.

Display TE 6-3. At Golgotha, where the crucifixion took place, the 
soldiers laid Jesus on the cross and hammered a nail in each hand 
and in His feet, and then raised the wooden cross into place. They 
put a sign on the cross that said Jesus was the “King.” Did they 
believe those words? Encourage response. No, they wrote those 
words and added the sign as a way of making fun of Him. But it is 
the truth. Jesus is the King even though the people did not accept 
Him. While Jesus hung on the cross in horrific pain, the people 
continued to insult Him. From noon to three o’clock, darkness 
covered the area. Jesus struggled to breathe. He would have to 
push up with His nailed feet to grasp for air and fight the pain of the 
torturing nails. At around three o’clock, listen to what Jesus cried 
out to God. Read Matthew 27:46. God had not left Jesus; it is just 
that our holy God could not look on the sins Jesus was dying for. 
Jesus shouted again and then took His last breath. There was an 
earthquake and the curtain in the Temple was torn in two from top 
to bottom. In the past, this large curtain had separated a holy God 
from man, but now, because of Jesus’ death, people could be close 
to God.

The Bible tells us the Roman officers who were overseeing Jesus’ 
crucifixion became frightened because, in that moment, they 
realized and understood that Jesus really was the Son of God.

DIG DEEPER
Before class, cut apart the sections from TE 6-4. Display TE 6-4a. Jesus is 
the crucified Christ. Crucifixion was 
a method of execution to provide 
a death that was slow, painful, 
gruesome, humiliating, and public. 
Jesus wasn’t the first, nor the only, 
person to be crucified. Historically, 
it began many years before it 
happened to Him, but during Jesus’ 
time was often used by the Roman government. At the crucifixion 
site, some victims were nailed or tied to the wooden beams. As 
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TE 6-2

TE 6-3

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

The tearing of the temple curtain 
illustrates how we now have 
access to the Father because He 
offers salvation and forgiveness 
through faith in Jesus Christ.

Items Needed:
• TE 6-4a
• Scissors

TE 6-4a



we know from the Bible, Jesus was nailed to the cross. Unlike the 
nails we are using today, those nails were tapered iron spikes 
approximately five to seven inches long and 3/8" across. Since the 
human body needs air in the lungs and blood circulating in the 
heart, the person being crucified would have to push up with his or 
her nailed feet and pull up with his or her nailed hands to breathe. 
Eventually, the person being crucified would die from his or her 
body not getting enough blood, organ failure, suffocation, or a 
combination of all three. Thousands of people were crucified before 
and after Jesus. But His death was different because He took the 
punishment for all people.

APPLY IT
As students enter the class, write his or her name on an index card, and 
place the cards inside the bag. It 
was because of our past sins, our 
present sins, and our future sins that 
Jesus willingly died on the cross. 
Throughout the Old Testament, God 
told how Jesus would come and live. 
He also explained how Jesus would 
die. Jesus willingly gave His life so 
we could have eternal life. Display 
TE 6-5 and introduce the application 
verse to the students by having them 
say it with you. Knowing everything Jesus went through for you, me, 
and all people, it is no wonder our verse gives Him the title and 
authority of Lord. One day, everyone will worship Him as King Jesus 
and speak of His greatness because of who He is and what He did 
for us. Why do you think the verse tells us that every knee should 
bow? Encourage response. This refers not only to a custom in biblical 
days, but it is also a humbling and reverent way of showing honor to 
a king. Some cultures still bow as a symbol of honor. In this bag, I 
have every student’s name. I will draw two names from the bag, and 
those students will say the verse together. But when you say Jesus, I 
want you to kneel, stand back up, and then kneel again (at His name).

LIVE IT
Before class, copy Field Notes 6 so each student will have one. Distribute 
Field Notes 6 and pencils to the 
students. Have them fold it in half and 
turn to the inside. Allow time for the 
students to look up the verses in their 
Bibles and fill in the blanks. At the top 
of your Field Notes are the words 
Crucified Christ. It’s hard to think 
about and even fully understand the 
pain and agony that Jesus endured so our sin—past, present, and 
future—would be forgiven. But when we do, we should also have 
feelings of gratefulness and joy for His sacrifice. Let’s talk about the 
verses on our Field Notes that remind us what we are to do and say 
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Items Needed:
• TE 6-5
• Index cards
• Pen
• Bag

Items Needed:
• Field Notes 6
• Pencils

TE 6-5

Field Notes 6



to give Jesus the honor He deserves and show how grateful we are 
to Him. What does Philippians 4:6 tell us to do? Encourage response. 
What does John 13:34 tell us? Encourage response. How are we to act 
toward each other according to Ephesians 4:32? Encourage response. 
How are we to obey God as instructed in John 14:15? Encourage 
response. What does Matthew 22:37 tell us to do? Encourage response. 
Jesus demonstrated His love for every person on this earth. The 
Bible tells us in 1 John 1:9 that when we confess our sin and ask 
Jesus to forgive them, He does—100%. He died to give us life. 
But Jesus’ death was not His ending. We might be grateful for the 
cross, but, as we will learn next week, we can also rejoice over His 
resurrection. Have the students turn to the Next Step section on their Field 
Notes. Your Next Step is to thank Jesus for His gift of forgiveness 
and eternal life for us. Close with a prayer thanking Jesus for His sacrifice 
on the cross and for our total forgiveness of sin.
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Field Notes 6

Splink is a simple way to link your family 
together spiritually. Through FREE weekly emails 
packed with ideas, Splink helps you and your 
family engage in conversation. Whether it’s 
making memories or having fun together, Splink 

allows you to capture those teachable moments to impress 
spiritual truths and life lessons on your kids. No matter where 
you are, there’s always time to Splink!

Sign up for Splink at D6family.com/Splink.



Jesus Is the 
Risen Christ

April 17, 2022 Lesson 7 Text: Matthew 28:1-15

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson confirms that Christ was the 
Savior all the Old Testament pointed to and 
that He lives to intercede for us and raise us 
to be with Him forever.

Lesson Objective:
Jesus rose from the dead on the third day. Cel-
ebrate the risen Christ not just today, but every 
day.

Application Verse:
Philippians 2:10-11

Family Theme:
The Risen Christ

Bible Basics:
What happened after Jesus died and was buried? On the third day Jesus rose 
from the grave, never to die again (Luke 24:1-8). This is called the Resurrection.
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q TE 7-1

q Disposable plates, cups, and 
napkins

q Snacks and drinks

q Fine-tipped markers

Option 2

q One plastic egg

STUDY THE WORD
q Five brown lunch bags

q Small pieces of loaf bread

q Goldfish crackers

q Hammer

q Three nails

q Spice

q Small piece of cotton gauze

q Small mirror

DIG DEEPER
q TE 6-4b

APPLY IT
q TE 6-5

q Plastic eggs

q Permanent markers

q Basket

LIVE IT
q TE 7-2

q Field Notes 7

q Colored pencils

q Permanent marker



GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

Before class, copy TE 7-1 so each student will have 
one. Distribute 
TE 7-1 and fine-
tipped markers 

to the students. Allow time for them to 
color the picture. As the students finish, 
distribute the snack to them and allow 
a few minutes of fellowship. Today, we 
celebrate the risen Christ, but the 
truth is we should celebrate Him 
every day. Listen as we learn about 
this amazing event that happened 
after Jesus’ death.

Play a game of Find and Sing. Choose one student 
to step outside 
the room while 
you hide the 

plastic egg. Explain that when the student 
returns to the room, he or she will look 
for the egg, and the class will sing a song 
(choose one the students are familiar with 
such as, “Jesus Loves Me.”) As the student who is searching for the egg gets 
closer to it, the students will sing louder. When the student gets further away, 
the students will sing softer. If time allows, do the activity several times. Then, 
open the egg to reveal it is empty. The empty egg reminds me of our Bible 
lesson for today. Last week, we learned Jesus died on a cross for our 
sin. Today, we will learn about what happened after His death.

STUDY THE WORD
Before class, label the outside of the paper bags with the following words: 
taste, hearing, smell, touch, and sight. 
In the bag labeled taste, place goldfish 
crackers and small pieces of loaf bread 
for the students to sample. In the bag 
labeled hearing, place the hammer and 
three nails. In the bag labeled smell, pour 
the spice into the bag for the students to 
smell. In the bag labeled touch, place a 
small piece of cotton gauze. In the bag 
labeled sight, place a small mirror.

Display the bag with the word taste on it. 
The true story of the first Easter took 
place around 2000 years ago, but 
from the very beginning, God had a 
plan to save sinful people. So, at just 
the right time, God sent His only Son, 
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Option 1
Items Needed:
• TE 7-1
•  Disposable plates, 

cups, and napkins
•  Snacks and drinks 

(see sidebar)
• Fine-tipped markers

Items Needed:
• One plastic egg

Option 2

Items Needed:
• Five brown lunch bags
•  Small pieces of loaf 

bread (one piece/stu-
dent)

•  Goldfish crackers (one 
cracker/student)

• Hammer
• Three nails
• Spice
•  Small piece of cotton 

gauze
• Small mirror

Take Note:
The first bag provides a brief 
review in case you have visitors 
today.

TE 7-1

Take Note:
Breakfast foods are always 
easy. Another option is to make 
a snack with cereal, goldfish 
crackers, mini pretzels, raisins, 
etc. and place them in a 
decorative bag. Water or juice 
boxes are easy.



Jesus, to the earth. He grew up and began to tell people about God’s 
plan. He did many miracles to show His great power and to prove He 
was God’s Son. One of the miracles He performed was feeding over 
5000 people with a boy’s small lunch of fish and bread. Open the bag 
and give each student a goldfish cracker and a small piece of bread. He fed 
the people because He cared about them.

Display the bag with the word hearing on it. The religious leaders and 
others refused to believe Jesus was the Son of God. They had in 
their minds what the Messiah was supposed to look like and what 
He was supposed to do. They wanted a king who would deliver 
them from the Roman government. They were jealous of Jesus 
and His power. So, they devised a plan to have Him crucified on a 
cross. We learned about His very painful death last week. Open the 
bag and show the students the hammer and nails. Explain that in a typical 
crucifixion, the nails were placed with one in each hand and one nail through 
the crossed feet. But the religious leaders did not take Jesus’ life; He 
willingly gave it because He knew God’s plan for our salvation. After 
Jesus died, His body was taken off the cross and placed in a tomb. A 
large stone was rolled in front of the tomb and Pilate, the governor 
in charge, had soldiers guard the tomb day and night.

Display the bag with the word smell on it. Very early on the third day 
after Jesus’ death, some women were on their way to Jesus’ tomb 
to anoint His body with spices. Open the bag and let the students smell 
the different spices. Today, and in our culture, a funeral home handles 
the body after it dies and prepares it for burial. But during biblical 
times, there weren’t funeral homes. These women were probably 
taking the spices and ointments either as an additional show of 
honor and respect or out of necessity to finalize the burial process. 
Suddenly, there was an earthquake. The angel of the Lord rolled 
aside the stone and sat on it. The guards fainted in fear. The angel 
told the women not to be afraid; he knew they were looking for 
Jesus. The angel told the women Jesus was not there; He had risen 
just as He said He would. The angel told the women to go look in 
the tomb and then quickly go tell the disciples what they had seen. 
The angel told the women Jesus would meet them in Galilee. As the 
women ran from the tomb, filled with excitement and fear, they met 
Jesus. What do you think they did? Encourage response. They fell at 
His feet and worshiped Him. Jesus repeated the angel’s message for 
the disciples. He would prove to them that He was alive.

Display the bag with the word touch on it. When the women reached the 
disciples and told them what they had seen, how do you think they 
reacted? Encourage response. Peter and John ran to the tomb to see 
for themselves. John reached the tomb first, but Peter was the first 
to actually go in. What do you think they saw when they were at the 
tomb? Encourage response. Open the bag and let each student reach in 
and feel the gauze. They saw the linen cloths lying there and the face 
cloth that had been on Jesus’ head was folded separately. Before, 
they had not fully understood Jesus’ words about coming alive 
again, but now they had seen the empty tomb with their own eyes.

Display the bag with the word sight on it. Unfortunately, the guards 
at Jesus’ tomb were bribed to say the disciples had come during 
the night and stolen Jesus’ body. In the evening of that same day, 
the disciples gathered in a locked room for fear of what might 
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happen to them. Suddenly, Jesus appeared in the room. Read Luke 
20:21 aloud to the students. As He spoke, He showed the disciples 
the wounds in His hands and side. All the worries, sadness, and 
disappointment from Jesus’ death were gone. They knew Jesus 
had risen from the grave and He was alive! Open the bag and remove 
the mirror. Pass it around and let each student look in it. From the very 
beginning, God had a plan to save the person you saw in that mirror 
and for all people throughout all times.

DIG DEEPER
Display TE 6-4b. Jesus is the risen Christ. Each of the Gospels tells 
of Jesus’ tomb being covered with 
a large stone. Entrances to Jewish 
tombs were usually small. A circular, 
wheel-shaped stone would be rolled 
down into a groove or small trench 
to cover and seal the entrance. The 
stone might have weighed between 
2-3 tons (around the weight of two small cars). Moving the heavy stone 
into place was easier because it was usually rolled downhill. Moving 
it away would have been much more difficult. It would have been 
virtually impossible for a healthy man to move alone, much less one 
who had been tortured, beaten, and crucified. Also, the disciples 
would not have been able to move this heavy stone uphill without 
being heard or seen by a well-trained soldier.

APPLY IT
Before class, write the words to the application verse on the eggs and place 
in the basket. Add some blank eggs to 
the basket too.

You and I could say that we could do 
many things, but our actions prove 
our words. Jesus’ actions proved His 
words. Before He died, Jesus said 
to His disciples that He must go to 
Jerusalem, suffer many things from 
the elders, chief priests, and scribes, 
and that He would die. But He also 
told them He would be raised the third day (Matthew 16:21). When 
Jesus came alive after being dead for three days, He proved He was 
who He said He was—the Son of God. No one, but God, has power 
over life. There is no one who has ever lived who is like Jesus, the 
risen Christ.

Display TE 6-5 and review the application verse with the students by reading 
it together as a class. This verse tells us Jesus’ name is above every 
name, we should honor His name, and we should confess that He is 
Lord. We should celebrate Jesus every day. Say the verse together as a 
class. Choose a student and give him or her the basket to find the egg with 
the first set of words. That student will give the basket to another student 
who will look for the second set of words. Continue until all the eggs with the 
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Attempts to cover-up and explain 
away the Resurrection illustrate 
that we are engaged in a 
spiritual warfare.

Items Needed:
• TE 6-4b

Items Needed:
• TE 6-5
• Plastic eggs
• Permanent markers
• Basket

TE 6-4b

TE 6-5

Take Note:
If you have a large group, you 
might want to make a second set 
and have two groups participate 
at the same time.



words have been found. Say the verse together again and have the students 
hold up their egg when the words are said. Place all the eggs in the basket 
again and repeat the activity so all students will have a chance to participate.

LIVE IT
Before class, copy Field Notes 7 so each student will have one. Distribute 
Field Notes 7 and colored pencils to 
the students. Have them fold it in half 
and turn to the inside. Allow time for the 
students to use the code to discover the 
three things Jesus conquered upon His 
resurrection. The religious leaders 
who had Jesus killed might have 
thought they defeated Jesus. The 
devil might have thought Jesus 
was defeated. Even some of Jesus’ 
followers might have thought death 
defeated Jesus. But the truth is Jesus defeated death! We said 
earlier Jesus is the risen Christ. When He came alive after being 
dead for three days, He conquered three things. Display TE 7-2. Have 
the students tell you the first word and use the permanent marker to write it 
in the blank. Jesus conquered sin. He came to earth with the mission 
of saving people from their sin (Luke 19:10). Since the first sin in 
the Garden of Eden, God promised to send Someone to save us. By 
rising from the dead, Jesus proved His authority and power to defeat 
sin and to give forgiveness and eternal life to all who accept His gift 
of salvation.

Have the students tell you the second word and write it in the blank. Jesus 
conquered death. His resurrection showed His power over death. 
The Bible says Jesus rose from the dead and will never die again. 
Because of Jesus’ victory over death, those who follow Him will live 
again.

Have the students tell you the third word and write it in the blank. Jesus 
conquered the devil. Jesus’ resurrection defeated God’s biggest 
enemy. The devil must have thought he won when Jesus was placed 
on the cross and then in the tomb. But instead of the cross being a 
loss, it was God’s greatest victory.

In the end, Jesus won and as His followers, we win. We can 
celebrate the risen Christ because He won over sin, death, and the 
devil. If time allows, let the students color the picture of Jesus. Have the 
students turn to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step 
is to celebrate the risen Christ not just today, but every day. Close 
with a prayer thanking Jesus for His sacrifice on the cross and for our total 
forgiveness of sin.
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Items Needed:
• TE 7-2
• Field Notes 7
• Colored pencils
• Permanent marker

Field Notes 7

Field Notes 7

TE 7-2



Share the Good News
April 24, 2022 Lesson 8 Text: Matthew 28:16-20; Acts 1:6-11

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson is set soon after Jesus’ resur-
rection when He gave His followers the 
commission to make disciples of all people 
everywhere. The rest of the New Testament 
reflects this mission.

Lesson Objective:
Jesus told the disciples (and us) to tell others 
about Him. Be God’s ambassador wherever you 
are.

Application Verse:
Philippians 2:10-11

Family Theme:
The Great Commission

GET STARTED
Option 1

q Whiteboard and marker

Option 2

q A timer or stopwatch

q Variety of common items

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 6-4c

q TE 8-1

q Field Notes 8

q Four index cards

q Marker

q Pencils

APPLY IT
q TE 6-5

q Construction paper

q Scissors

q Index cards

q Marker

q Bag

LIVE IT
q TE 8-2

q Field Notes 8

q Scissors

q Two small bags

q Marker

Bible Basics:
What is baptism and why do it? Baptism is the act of immersing a Christian in water 
in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. A believer is baptized to obey the com-
mand of Jesus (Matthew 28:19) and to show others his decision to follow God.
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GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

Write the word ambassador on the white board. 
Do any of you 
know what an 
ambassador 

is? Encourage response. An 
ambassador is someone who acts 
as a representative. For example, 
countries have representatives to act 
on their behalf. They attend dinners, 
assist travelers visiting their country, help the people who are 
citizens of their country, etc. They are very careful about what they 
say or do because they want to represent their country well. Read 
2 Corinthians 5:20-21. God wants you and me to be ambassadors 
for Him. Today we will learn about an important job Jesus gave His 
disciples before He returned to Heaven and how that job extends to 
us.

You will need one item for each student. Instruct the 
students to form 
a line. Explain 
that their mission 

is to pass one object down the line in the 
shortest amount of time. When the person 
at the end of the line gets the object, he 
or she will run to the front and the process 
begins again. Continue the activity until 
every member of the team has run to the 
front. To add a twist to the activity, tell the student they must pass the item 
in a way that is different from the way it was passed to him or her (over the 
head, to the left, to the right, etc.). If you have a large class, you might want 
to divide the students into teams and have them race for the best time.

Today we are going to hear a command that Jesus gave His disciples 
that would have been impossible for them to complete if He hadn’t 
also promised to give them help. That mission wasn’t just for the 
disciples, it is for us too. Listen carefully to hear what the mission is 
and how we are to complete it.
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Items Needed:
•  Whiteboard and 

marker

Items Needed:
• A timer or stopwatch
•  Variety of common 

items (see sidebar)

Suggested objects: small ball, 
box of cereal, safe items from 
kitchen (i.e., spoon, spatula, hand 
towel), small items from your 
classroom (i.e., box of crayons, 
marker, eraser, etc.).

Option 1

Option 2



STUDY THE WORD
Before class, write the numbers 1-4 on the index cards. Create four stations 
in the corners of the classroom. At each 
station, there should be a chair, an index 
card with the number for that station, a 
Bible, and the corresponding picture from 
TE 8-1 (the number should be face up 
and the picture face down). Also, copy 
Field Notes 8 so each student will have 
one.

Distribute Field Notes 8 and pencils to 
the students. Have them fold it in half and 
turn to the inside. Divide the students into 
four groups and explain that each one will 
work together as a team as they visit the 
four stations. At each station, the group should choose one student to find 
the verse in the Bible and another student to read the verse. Once everyone 
in the group has written his or her answer on their Field Notes, the group 
can turn over the picture to check the answer. Once the group has been 
to all four stations, have them return to a designated spot in the classroom. 
Review the questions and the answers with the students.

Display TE 6-4c. We are to share the good news of Jesus with others. 
Write the word commission on the whiteboard and point to it. Do any of 
you know what the word commission means? Encourage response. It 
is an instruction or command that is given to a person or a group of 
people. Underline the word mission in the word commission. Look at the 
word mission. Jesus came to the earth and completed the purpose 
of His mission—to take the place of our sin. He did exactly what His 
Father in Heaven had planned for Him to do. The past two weeks we 
learned Jesus died on the cross for our sin so we could have eternal 
life in Heaven. But Jesus didn’t stay dead but came alive three days 
later to show His great power.

So, what happened after Jesus was resurrected? Did He 
immediately go back to Heaven? Encourage response. No, Jesus 
stayed on earth 40 days, and, during that time, He met with His 
disciples and was seen by over 500 people (1 Corinthians 15:3-6). 
When Jesus completed His work on earth and it was time for Him 
to return to Heaven, He told the disciples they were to be His 
ambassadors all over the world. They were to tell everyone the good 
news about Him and the way to Heaven. What else did Jesus tell the 
disciples? Encourage response. He promised them that He would give 
them the power of the Holy Spirit to help them. The mission Jesus 
gave to His disciples is also given to us. And, as followers of Jesus, 
we also have the power of the Holy Spirit to help us. We are Jesus’ 
ambassadors, and we are commissioned to share the good news 
with others until Jesus returns.
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Items Needed:
• TE 6-4c
• TE 8-1
• Field Notes 8
• Four index cards
• Marker
• Pencils

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Our mission is to proclaim 
the key truth that God offers 
salvation and forgiveness 
through faith in Jesus Christ. We 
are to do this wherever He leads 
us and in the power of the Holy 
Spirit.

TE 8-1

Field Notes 8

TE 6-4c



DIG DEEPER
The fact that Jesus took the time to remind His disciples He had 
all authority in Heaven and on earth is a big deal. The disciples 
knew and believed Jesus was God and God has the power over 
everything. So, why do you think Jesus told His disciples He had all 
power in Heaven and on earth? Encourage response. He not only did 
this to show the power behind the command, but to also encourage 
His friends. After Jesus’ ascension, the Pharisees were looking to 
punish anyone who claimed Jesus was the Son of God. He wanted 
His disciples to remember He was in control, and He would give 
them what was necessary to do the things He asked them to do. We 
can use God’s Word to remind us of these same truths.

APPLY IT
Before class, cut strips from the different colors of construction paper so 
each student will have one. Write on 
the index cards the different colors of 
the construction paper strips and place 
them in a bag. When Jesus completed 
His job on earth, He went back to 
His Father. God was pleased with 
all Jesus did and honored Him. 
Angels and all those in Heaven are 
worshiping Him now. He is exalted 
and lifted up. There is no one like 
Jesus. Display TE 6-5 and review the 
application verse with the students by 
having them say it with you. Our verse 
tells us we should confess Jesus is 
Lord and bow to His commands. Our greatest job is to know and 
love Jesus and to share who He is with those around us. Distribute 
the strips of construction paper to the students. Explain that you will choose 
a card from the bag. A color is written on each card. The students who have 
whatever color is written on the index card will say the verse together. Do not 
place the card back in the bag. Continue until all the students have said the 
verse. If time allows, redistribute the construction paper strips and repeat the 
activity.
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Items Needed:
• TE 6-5
•  Construction paper 

(variety of colors)
• Scissors
• Index cards
• Marker
• Bag

TE 6-5



LIVE IT
Before class, cut apart the cards from TE 8-2a and TE 8-2b, keeping each 
group separate. Write people on one 
bag and places on the other. Place the 
corresponding cards in each bag. Ask 
for a volunteer to choose a card from one 
of the bags and read what is written on 
it aloud. Have the students brainstorm 
ways to be an ambassador for Jesus to 
that person or in that place. For example, 
if playground was chosen, the students 
could show kindness to other children on 
the playground. If bus driver was chosen, 
the students could show respect to him 
or her. Everyone in the world needs 
to hear the good news and have a chance to know Jesus. Without 
knowing who He is, a person can never have his or her sin forgiven 
or spend eternity in Heaven. Jesus has given us an important job. 
We are to be representatives of His love to others. Just as Jesus 
promised the Holy Spirit would be with the disciples, He is with us 
too. We can rely on Him to give us the power and courage to share 
the good news when given the opportunity. Have the students turn to 
the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to be God’s 
ambassador wherever you are. Close with a prayer asking for God’s 
power to share the good news with others.
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Field Notes 8

Items Needed:
• TE 8-2
• Field Notes 8
• Scissors
• Two small bags
• Marker TE 8-2

Are you on Facebook? Join the D6 Curriculum 
Teachers group, a place of community for you to 
share stories, ask questions, get advice, and engage 
in conversations with other D6 curriculum teachers.



What Really Matters

May 1, 2022 Lesson 9 Text: Ecclesiastes 1:1-18

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson introduces us to the book of Ec-
clesiastes, written by Solomon around 934 
BC. It joins the other wisdom books that 
apply to all people of all time.

Lesson Objective:
King Solomon learned that a life without God 
has no meaning. Work on growing your relation-
ship with God, so you will live a meaningful life.

Application Verse:
John 3:16

Family Theme:
The Search for Meaning

Bible Basics:
With your students, learn John 3:16-17.
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q Two pictures of an older person in 
your family

Option 2

q A can of whipped topping

q Jar of maraschino cherries

q Sprinkles

q Fudge syrup

q Bag of chopped nuts

q Bowl

q Spoon

Study the Word
q TE 9-1

q TE 9-2

q Field Notes 9

q Pencils

APPLY IT
q TE 9-3

q Balloons

q Trash bags

LIVE IT
q TE 9-4a

q Field Notes 9



GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

I want to show you two pictures of someone 
who is very 
special to me. 
Display both 

pictures. This is the same person, but 
in what way is this person different 
in the first picture (point to the younger 
pictures) than in the second picture 
(point to the older picture). Encourage 
response. As you age, your hair 
and skin change. Your posture 
sometimes changes (bend slightly), 
you don’t walk as fast, and you 
don’t see and hear as well. Another change for many people is their 
thoughts about what is important in their life. Today, we are going 
to study a different book in the Bible. The writer of this book is an 
older man looking back on his life. When he was younger, he filled 
up his life with many things he thought were so important. But as he 
got older, he realized these so-called important things were nothing 
more than meaningless.

Begin class by placing each of the ice cream 
toppings on 
the table, one 
at a time. Do 

any of you know what I want to 
make? Encourage response. Display 
the bowl. Okay, let’s get started. One 
by one, put a portion of each topping 
in your bowl. As you do, talk about how 
delicious each will be. No doubt, at some 
point students will begin pointing out 
that you are missing the ice cream. Oh 
no, I can’t believe I left out the most 
important ingredient. I can’t even call 
it an ice cream sundae if I don’t have 
ice cream in it. It’s the foundational 
ingredient. The other things are just 
toppings for the ice cream. Set the 
bowl aside. There are so many good things we get to experience 
like family, friends, trips, and good food. But without a relationship 
with God through trusting in Jesus—no matter how good our lives 
might seem—our lives will always be missing the most important 
ingredient. Today, we are going to study a different book in the 
Bible. The writer of this book is an older man looking back on his 
life. When he was younger, he filled up his life with many things he 
thought were so important. But as he got older, he realized exactly 
what it was that gave his life meaning.
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Items Needed:
•  Two pictures of an 

older person in your 
family (one of that 
person at a young age, 
and one of him or her 
much older)

Items Needed:
•  A can of whipped 

topping
•  Jar of maraschino 

cherries
• Sprinkles
• Fudge syrup
• Bag of chopped nuts
• Bowl
• Spoon

Option 1

Option 2



STUDY THE WORD
Before class, copy Field Notes 9 so each student will have one. Display TE 
9-1. A few months ago, we learned 
about a king named Solomon. God 
offered him anything he wanted. 
Do any of you remember what he 
chose? Encourage response. Yes, he 
chose wisdom. Because God was 
so pleased with his choice, He also 
gave Solomon riches and power. At 
the beginning of his reign as king, 
Solomon was a lot like his father, King David—devoted to the Lord. 
King Solomon built a Temple for the Lord, a place where God’s 
people could come and worship Him. But as time went on, his heart 
changed. He stopped loving God with all his heart and stopped 
obeying God’s commands. He chose to listen to his wives instead 
of God. Many years passed, and King Solomon was a much older 
man when he wrote the book of Ecclesiastes. Say that with me. Have 
the students say Ecclesiastes with you. The word Ecclesiastes means 
teacher or preacher. Solomon wrote the book from the position of a 
person who wanted to teach others what he had learned throughout 
his life. Distribute Field Notes 9 and pencils to the students. Have them fold 
it in half and turn to the inside. Instruct the students to fill in the blanks as 
you talk about what Solomon wrote about in Ecclesiastes.

Display TE 9-2. Solomon wrote that life, apart from God, was 
meaningless. Do any of you know what this word means? Encourage 
response. It means without meaning—no real significance or 
purpose. Have the students find the book of Ecclesiastes in their Bibles. 
Choose four students to read verses 2, 8, 9b, and 14 from the first chapter. 
King Solomon had turned away from loving and pursuing God, and 
his outlook on life was not good. Have you ever tried to chase the 
wind? Encourage response. Can you ever catch it? Encourage response. 
No, it’s a pointless thing to do. That’s what Solomon was trying to 
explain. He understood that all he had, no matter how great it might 
have seemed in the moment, was meaningless if God was not a 
part of it. The greatest joy and peace in life comes from having a 
meaningful relationship with God.

Allow time for the students to complete the puzzle on their Field Notes.

DIG DEEPER
Even today, Solomon is known for his wisdom, and his wisdom 
came from God. But that doesn’t mean that Solomon woke up from 
his dream suddenly knowing everything and how to make the right 
choices. Solomon studied and devoted himself to learning how to 
please God. He applied the wisdom that he learned from God into 
his life. That is, until he became distracted and influenced by wrong 
people. Everywhere we look, people are searching for meaning in 
life. But a life without a relationship with God through His Son, 
Jesus Christ—no matter how wonderful that life might seem—
doesn’t have true meaning. To make sure we live our lives in ways 
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Items Needed:
• TE 9-1—TE 9-2
• Field Notes 9
• Pencils

Take Note:
If your translation uses the word 
vanity, explain to the students 
that the meaning of the word 
does not refer to excessive 
pride in one’s appearance 
or reputation, but rather the 
emptiness of life apart from God.

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

The emptiness of life apart from 
God demonstrates that we are 
special creations of God, with an 
eternal soul. We were created to 
be in relationship with God.

TE 9-1

TE 9-2

Field Notes 9



that are meaningful, we need to live like Jesus. He needs to be the 
One who is influencing our lives. We can read our Bible to learn 
how to follow His example. The Bible tells us how to live in ways 
that bring honor to God. When we make choices, we must look at 
what the Bible says, not at what the world would do. We want to 
learn from Solomon’s mistakes and choose to have a life filled with 
meaning, not an empty one.

APPLY IT
Before class, blow up a balloon for every two students. Place them in a 
trash bag to keep the students from becoming distracted. What are some 
things that people think will bring 
happiness and meaning to their 
lives? Encourage response. Some 
people think that money, popularity, 
good grades, or material things, 
such as the latest and greatest video 
game or toy, will make them happy. 
But as we learned in our lesson, that 
was not true for King Solomon. In 
fact, he warns us in Ecclesiastes not 
to believe these lies from Satan. At the end of his life, even though 
Solomon had it all, he realized he had ignored the one thing that 
truly brought meaning and purpose to his life—a relationship with 
God.

This week and next we are going to learn two verses that go 
together. Display TE 9-3 and introduce the application verse to the 
students by having them read it with you. The first verse, John 3:16, is 
probably the most well-known verse in the Bible. Many of you might 
already know it by heart. It tells us about God’s extreme love for 
His creation, and all a person must do is believe Jesus is the Son of 
God who died for our sin. The result of that belief is an eternal life in 
Heaven with God.

Pair up the students and give each group a balloon. Explain to the students 
they are to bat the balloon back and forth, trying not to let it hit the ground, 
as they take turn saying the words to the verse. Afterward, put the balloons 
away and say the verse together as a class.

LIVE IT
Solomon—as did all the writers of the Bible—had the influence of 
the Holy Spirit when he wrote Ecclesiastes. So, we know there is 
a message of truth God wanted to 
share with us. Display TE 9-4a. Only 
God gives true meaning to life. 
Chasing after everything else is like 
chasing after the wind. I’m going to 
ask you some questions that I want 
you think about. You don’t have to 
answer them out loud.
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Items Needed:
• TE 9-3
•  Balloons (one bal-

loon/two students)
• Trash bags

Items Needed:
• TE 9-4a
• Field Notes 9

TE 9-3

TE 9-4a



Does your life have true meaning because you have placed your 
personal trust in Christ?

Are there any earthly activities that you give more time and 
attention to than your relationship with God? If so, what are some 
things you can do to change your priorities?

Do you pray regularly for family members and friends who don’t 
know Jesus as their Savior?

God created us and He knows what is best for us. But we must do 
our part too. We must study His Word and talk to Him so we can 
grow our relationship with Him and live a life of meaning with Him. 
A relationship with God is the only way to ensure your focus is 
centered on the important things in life.

Have the students turn to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your 
Next Step is to work on growing your relationship with God, so you 
live a meaningful life. Pray for your students that they will continue to 
grow their relationship with God and live a life of meaning.
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Field Notes 9

Take Note:
Next week’s lesson incorporates 
an interview with King Solomon. 
Find a man to role-play King 
Solomon in your class next week 
and give him a copy of TE 10-2 
to study.Splink is a simple way to link your family 

together spiritually. Through FREE weekly emails 
packed with ideas, Splink helps you and your 
family engage in conversation. Whether it’s 
making memories or having fun together, Splink 

allows you to capture those teachable moments to impress 
spiritual truths and life lessons on your kids. No matter where 
you are, there’s always time to Splink!

Sign up for Splink at D6family.com/Splink.



Live a Life of Purpose
May 8, 2022 Lesson 10 Text: Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:14

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson concludes the book of Ecclesi-
astes, written by Solomon around 934 BC. 
It gives us the universal purpose of having 
reverence for God and obeying Him.

Lesson Objective:
God has a plan for our lives. Remember to fear 
God and obey His commandments.

Application Verse:
John 3:17

Family Theme:
The Purpose of Man

GET STARTED
Option 1

q Two pieces of thick wood

q Hammer

q Five nails

Option 2

q TE 10-1

q Scissors

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 9-4b

q TE 10-2

q Man to role-play King Solomon

DIG DEEPER
q TE 10-3

q TE 10-4

q TE 10-5

q TE 10-6

q TE 10-7

APPLY IT
q TE 10-8

q Green crepe paper

q Small sticks of gum or wrapped 
candy

LIVE IT
q TE 10-9

q Field Notes 10

q Pencils

Bible Basics:
Review Romans 6:23 and Philippians 2:10-11 with your students.
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GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

Hammer the two pieces of wood together (one nail 
on each corner 
and one in the 
center). Today’s 

class is not about constructing 
something with wood and nails, but 
it is about building a meaningful 
life through respect for God and 
being obedient to His Word. Display 
the nailed-together wood. How secure 
is this? Encourage response and let 
the students try to move the pieces of 
wood apart. The words in the Bible are like these firmly embedded 
nails. It is a truth given to us in Ecclesiastes 12:11. Read or choose 
a student to read the verse aloud. Because we know God is the author 
of wisdom and the Bible is filled with His words, we know when we 
respect God and do what the Bible teaches us, we will be living our 
lives wisely. As we face the different challenges in life, we can trust 
that our faith can be strong and secure, like this wood. We can learn 
from the examples in God’s Word how to honor and follow God 
every day.

Before class, cut apart the pictures from TE 10-1 
and show them 
to the students 
one at a time. 

Allow time for the students to tell you 
what the purpose of each item is. Ask for 
them to name some different items that 
serve a purpose. We just named some 
things that served a purpose. Some 
items have more than one purpose. Today we are going to learn 
what King Solomon wrote in the book of Ecclesiastes about our 
purpose—to fear God and obey His commands.

STUDY THE WORD
Before class, be sure to give the man who is role-playing King Solomon a 
copy of TE 10-2 so he can prepare. Last 
week we began studying the Old 
Testament book of Ecclesiastes. Do 
any of you remember who wrote 
Ecclesiastes? Encourage response. 
Yes, King Solomon. Was he younger 
or older when he wrote this book? 
Encourage response. He was older. 
Even though King Solomon was 
famous for his wisdom, he ended up 
making some foolish choices because of the influence of his wives 
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Option 1
Items Needed:
•  Two pieces of thick 

wood
• Hammer
• Five nails

Items Needed:
• TE 10-1
• Scissors

Items Needed:
• TE 9-4b
• TE 10-2
•  Man to role-play King 

Solomon

Option 2

TE 10-1

TE 10-2

TE 9-4b



who worshiped false idols. We learned King Solomon wrote that 
a life without God was meaningless. It was like chasing the wind. 
He wrote that it is only God, our Creator, who gives meaning to our 
lives. Today we will hear an interview with a man role-playing King 
Solomon to help us understand what he meant by those words. 
Introduce the man who is role-playing King Solomon and welcome him to 
your class. Ask him the questions from TE 10-2 and allow time for him to 
answer them. Once the interview is over, have the students thank the man for 
his time.

According to Solomon in the book of Ecclesiastes, what is the 
purpose of man? Encourage response. Yes, it is to fear God and keep 
His commands. Do any of you remember what it means to fear God? 
Encourage response. It doesn’t mean to be afraid of Him, but rather 
to have a deep respect for who He is. It means to understand there 
is no one like Him, He is our Creator, has all power and authority, is 
holy, all-wise, and is the Savior of the world.

What do you think it means to keep His commandments? Encourage 
response. It’s simple—it means we are to obey His instructions. As 
Christians, when we obey God, we are showing our love for Him 
(John 14:15).

God had a purpose for King Solomon. He was blessed with wisdom, 
riches, and honor. He was a good king over God’s people for 40 
years. As he grew older, King Solomon shared his wisdom to help us 
remember the importance of following and serving God throughout 
our lives. Display TE 9-4b. God has a purpose for our lives. When we 
live our lives honoring and obeying God, there will not be anything 
meaningless about our lives at all.

DIG DEEPER
The Bible gives us an example of someone who feared God and 
obeyed His commandment in 
Daniel. Display TE 10-3. Daniel 
and three of his Hebrew friends 
were among many Jews who were 
taken by a powerful king named 
Nebuchadnezzar. In order for the 
men to be ready to serve him, 
Nebuchadnezzar instructed his officials to give them the finest 
foods and drinks from his kingdom. But Daniel knew the foods and 
drinks were often offered up to pagan gods and went against God’s 
laws. Display TE 10-4. Daniel asked if he and his friends could only 
have food and drink he knew would honor the commands of His 
God, and permission was given. At the end of the training, Daniel 
and his friends were healthier and stronger than the others. The 
four men were given positions of importance in Nebuchadnezzar’s 
kingdom.

Later in his life, some men became jealous of Daniel because the 
new king he served was going to make him second in command. 
Display TE 10-5 and point to the first picture. The jealous men tricked 
the king into making a new law that stated anyone who worshiped 
any god other than the king for one month would be thrown into a 
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

We have good reason to fear and 
obey God. He is the Sovereign 
Lord of all.

Items Needed:
• TE 10-3—TE 10-7

TE 10-5

TE 10-4

TE 10-3



den of lions. These men knew Daniel well enough to know he would 
never worship a man instead of His God. Point to the second picture on 
TE 10-5. Sure enough, Daniel prayed to God just like he always did. 
The men reported his actions to the king. Display TE 10-6. Because 
the law couldn’t be changed, Daniel was thrown into the lion’s den. 
But Daniel had faith that His God would protect him and that’s 
exactly what happened. Display TE 10-7. God sent an angel to close 
the mouths of the lions and Daniel survived without even a scratch 
on his body.

We can learn from Daniel’s example that he feared God more than 
man and he remained committed to obeying God’s commands no 
matter the outcome.

APPLY IT
Before class, make the crepe paper ball by placing one treat at the end of 
the roll. Wrap the crepe paper around it 
until it is sufficiently covered. Add another 
treat and continue wrapping until that 
piece is covered. Continue adding treats 
and wrapping so each student will have 
one.

In the book of Ecclesiastes, we learn 
from Solomon the regrets he had 
at the end of his life. He realized 
without God at the center, his life 
was meaningless. He recognized his purpose for living was to honor 
God by following His commandments. We learned from Daniel that 
we are to remain faithful to what God’s Word says. It’s easier to go 
along with what everyone else is doing, but it takes courage and 
character to stand up for what we believe. When God sent Jesus to 
save the world, He was giving every person the chance to have a 
meaningful life. A relationship with God through Jesus is where your 
life’s meaning and purpose truly begins.

Last week we learned a very important verse from the Bible—John 
3:16. Do any of you remember it? Allow the students to say the verse 
together. It is probably the most well-known verse in God’s Word. 
The very next verse (John 3:17) tells us why God sent His Son. Display 
TE 10-8 and introduce the application verse to the students by having them 
say it with you. Do any of you know what the word condemn means? 
Encourage response. Condemn means to sentence someone to 
punishment, usually death. When God looks at the world and the 
people in it, He sees only two groups of people—those who have 
placed their trust in Jesus and those who have not. Jesus’ purpose in 
coming to earth was not to give us the death we deserve, but rather 
to save us from it. Jesus gives our life meaning and purpose.

Display the crepe ball and explain that each student will say one word of 
the application verse and pass the ball to the person beside him or her. The 
student who says the reference of the verse is allowed to unwrap the ball 
until a treat is found. He or she will remove the treat and begin passing the 
ball around again, repeating the application verse. It is best to set the rule 
that no student is allowed to unravel the ball for a second treat. The student 
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TE 10-7

TE 10-6

Items Needed:
• TE 10-8
•  Green crepe paper 

(see sidebar)
•  Small sticks of gum or 

wrapped candy

TE 10-8

Take Note:
As a general rule, one roll of 
the crepe paper is 81 feet. 
That is enough to cover and 
include gum for 15 students. 
If you choose not to use gum 
or candy, consider other small 
items such as erasers, balls, 
stickers, etc. to wrap inside 
the crepe ball.



will pass the ball to the person on his or her right until it reaches someone 
who has not unwrapped it yet. Continue the activity until every student has 
unwrapped the ball and received a treat.

LIVE IT
Before class, copy Field Notes 10 so each student will have one. We 
have learned about how to have 
meaning and purpose in our lives by 
studying the book of Ecclesiastes. 
King Solomon wrote this book as 
he looked back on his life. Even 
though he started his reign with 
God’s wisdom, somewhere along 
the way, he chose other things over 
God. His purpose changed course. 
Distribute Field Notes 10 and pencils to the students. Have them fold it in 
half, turn to the inside, and fill in the missing words. How do we keep our 
our purpose focused on God? Display TE 10-9. We worship God by 
loving, praising, and thanking Him for all the things in our lives. 
We remember to love others by serving and helping them. We tell 
others about the good news of Jesus. God’s Word helps us know 
the best way to live to have a life that is not meaningless, but, 
instead, filled with purpose. Reading God’s Word and asking God 
to help us do what it says helps us remain focused on living a life 
full of purpose and meaning. If time allows, let the students complete 
the word search. Have the students turn to the Next Step section on their 
Field Notes. Your Next Step is to remember to fear God and obey His 
commandments. Close in prayer asking God to help you and your students 
remember to fear God and obey His commandments every day.
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Take Note:
Go to www.D6teacher.com for additional resources for this age group.

Field Notes 10

Items Needed:
• TE 10-9
• Field Notes 10
• Pencils

TE 9-4b

Field Notes 10



The Believer’s 
Identity

May 15, 2022 Lesson 11 Text: 2 Corinthians 5:1-21

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson is set around AD 56 when 
Paul wrote to the Corinthian believers from 
Macedonia during his third missionary trip.

Lesson Objective:
As believers in Jesus, we can replace the old 
way of living with the new way found in Him. 
Make choices that show others that your identity 
is found in Christ.

Application Verse:
2 Corinthians 5:17

Family Theme:
Representatives of Christ

Bible Basics:
With your students, memorize 2 Corinthians 5:17.
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q TE 11-1

q Scissors

q Whiteboard and marker

Option 2

q Nametags

q Markers

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 11-2

q TE 11-3

q Field Notes 11

q Pencils

APPLY IT
q TE 11-4

q TE 11-5

q Scissors

LIVE IT
q TE 11-6a

q Field Notes 11



GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

Before class, cut apart the pieces from TE 11-
1. Display 
the words 

in one column and the definitions in 
another. Have any of you ever used 
a dictionary for spelling or to learn 
the definition of a word? Encourage 
response. Point to the words and 
definitions. Let’s try to see if we can 
match the correct definition to its 
word. Allow time for the students to 
work together to match the definition 
to the words. See the sidebar for the correct answers. In today’s Bible 
verses, Paul used a very important word, one you might not know 
or understand. Write the word reconciliation on the whiteboard. Rather 
than just give you the meaning, I want to demonstrate what this 
word means. Choose three volunteers and place one student on one 
side of the room and another on the opposite side. Have the third student 
stand between the two students. Then instruct the student in the middle to 
go to the second student and lock arms with him or her and then move to 
the first student and do the same, so all three students are joined together. 
Our third volunteer (or say the student’s name) reconciled these two 
students. They were on opposite sides, but now they are together. A 
few weeks ago, we learned about Jesus’ death on the cross. He took 
our punishment for sin and reconciled us with God. Point to the word 
on the white board. Reconciliation is returning to a right relationship 
with God. Today, we are going to begin studying the second letter 
Paul wrote to the Christians in Corinth. This letter is in God’s Word 
in the book of 2 Corinthians in the New Testament.

Distribute nametags and markers to the students. 
Do any of 
you know 
how you got 

your name? Encourage response. 
What if you could change your 
name . . . what would you want 
your new name to be? Encourage 
response. Let’s pretend for the next 
few minutes you had a different name. Write your new name on 
the nametag and attach it to your shirt. Have the students go around 
and introduce themselves with their new name. Call on different students 
using their new names (LeBron James, did you bring your Bible to church 
today?) What if you had a new life instead of a new name? Today, 
we are going to begin studying the second letter Paul wrote to the 
Christians in Corinth. This letter is in God’s Word in the book of 2 
Corinthians in the New Testament. In this letter, Paul wrote to the 
believers about the new life that comes when you belong to Jesus. 
Listen to what Paul told the people about the new things that come 
as part of God’s family.
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Items Needed:
• TE 11-1
• Scissors
•  Whiteboard and 

marker

Items Needed:
• Nametags
• Markers

Option 1

Answers:

Montivagant: Wandering over 
hills and mountains

Pogonotrophy: The act 
of growing and grooming a 
mustache, beard, sideburns or 
other facial hair

Acersecomic: A person whose 
hair has never been cut

Octothorp: Another word for the 
pound or hashtag symbol

Recumbentibus: A knockout 
punch, either verbal or physical

Zugzwang: A position in which 
any decision or move will result 
in a problem

Kakorrhaphiophobia: The fear 
of failure

Winklepicker: A style of shoe or 
boot in the 1950s with a sharp 
and long pointed toe

Option 2

Take Note:
If nametags aren’t available, use 
index cards or scrap paper)



STUDY THE WORD
Before class, cut apart the strips from TE 11-2 and TE 11-3. Place the 
strips with the headings: old and new 
to form two columns. Also, copy Field 
Notes 11 so each student will have one. 
Paul wrote this second letter to the 
believers in Corinth to encourage 
them to keep living in ways that 
pleased God. In his letter, Paul 
compared the differences between 
our life on earth and our life in 
Heaven. Distribute Field Notes 11 
and pencils to the students. Have them fold it in half and turn to the inside. 
Instruct the students to draw a line through the descriptions as you talk 
about the old life before our new life with Jesus. Have students draw a star 
beside the descriptions of the new life we have with Him as a believer.

Place TE 11-2a under the old column. On earth, we have temporary, 
earthly bodies (2 Corinthians 5:1). These bodies will experience 
hurt, pain, sickness, and eventually death. Allow students to share if 
they’ve ever broken a bone, been sick, etc. Place TE 11-3a under the new 
column. But when we get to Heaven, we will receive a new, eternal 
body. God tells us in Revelation 21:4, there will be no more death, 
sadness, crying, or pain with our new bodies.

Place TE 11-2b under the old column. The place you live now is one that 
was built by man and can be damaged by age, flood, fires, or other 
things. Place TE 11-3b under the new column. Jesus promises us that 
every person who trusts and believes in Him will have an eternal 
home in Heaven (John 14:2). In Revelation 21, John describes the 
beauty in Heaven—gates of pearl, streets of gold, walls of jasper, 
foundations of precious stones, and so much more.

Place TE 11-2c under the old column. Whether you were a Christian 
reading this letter from Paul 2000 years ago or one reading it today, 
we all face temptation. Place TE 11-3c under the new column. But the 
Bible tells us when we are living forever with God in Heaven, we will 
see the benefits of when we chose to obey God and do the right 
thing (2 Corinthians 5:2).

Place TE 11-2d under the old column. In the old way, it was very easy 
to act selfish, be mean, treat others unkindly, or put our interests 
first (2 Corinthians 5:9, 15, 17). Place TE 11-3d under the new column. But 
in Heaven we will live to please Christ. We should seek to please 
Christ in all we do. We can put away the old way and look forward to 
a new life with Jesus.

DIG DEEPER
We all have either experienced others judging us for how we look 
or what we do, and we have probably judged others in that same 
way at some point. But God makes it very clear in the Bible that 
one day we will all stand before Jesus Christ to be judged by Him. 
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Items Needed:
• TE 11-2—TE 11-3
• Field Notes 11
• Pencils

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

We can be reconciled to God 
because He offers salvation 
and forgiveness through faith in 
Jesus Christ.

Field Notes 11

TE 11-2

TE 11-3



According to 2 Corinthians 5:10, we will each receive whatever 
we deserve for the good or evil we have done while on this earth. 
The judgment seat in this verse is for believers only. It does not 
determine salvation or eternal life, but it is where believers will give 
an account of their lives to Christ. This verse tells us that how we 
live our lives on earth matters to God.

APPLY IT
Before class, cut apart the cards  and the strip from TE 11-5. After these 
comparisons of old to new, Paul 
turned his attention to answering the 
question, “So what are you going to 
do with what you know?” In other 
words, now that we know all these 
new, great things, we need to tell 
others. We must speak up for Christ 
and His gospel and show others the 
way to a new life. God gave us an amazing gift when He brought 
us to a right relationship through Jesus Christ and His death and 
resurrection! We have a new life because of what Jesus did on the 
cross.

The application verse we will be learning the next couple of weeks 
tells us when we believe in Jesus and accept what He did on the 
cross, God makes us a new creation. Display TE 11-4 and introduce the 
application verse to the students by reading it to them. Then have them say 
it with you. The Greek word for new creation is kainos, which means 
“something just made which is unlike anything else in existence.” 
When God takes away our sin, He makes us brand new. We have the 
same physical body, but He makes us new inside. When we belong 
to Christ, our old life and way is gone, and we have a new life.

Divide the students into four groups. Give each group a card from TE 11-5. 
Attach the strip to the wall so all the students can see it. Have the students 
in each group say the words that are on their card at the correct time. Have 
all the students say the reference together Repeat the activity, three more 
times, redistributing the cards to the group each time. Say the verse together 
as a class to end the activity.

LIVE IT
Second Corinthians 5:7 tells us we live by faith. That means we 
believe in God even though we have 
not seen Him with our own eyes. We 
believe in Him based on what He 
has given us in the Bible. We trust 
Him even when we don’t understand 
why something happens the way 
it does and we know that one day, 
we will be in Heaven with Him. The 
Bible tells us we are not alone in this 
world. As believers in Jesus, we are given the Holy Spirit to comfort 
us and to help empower us to say no to our old sinful ways. The old 
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TE 11-4

TE 11-5

Items Needed:
• TE 11-4—TE 11-5
• Scissors

Items Needed:
• TE 11-6a
• Field Notes 11



life we had before choosing to follow Jesus is replaced with a new 
life in Him. Paul reminded the believers in His letter that they were 
to live in ways others could see Jesus in them. Their mindset should 
be different from what it was before they became a believer. That 
message is the same for us. Display TE 11-6a. Today we learned we 
are to live so others recognize the believer’s identity. Do you think, 
say, and do things that represent Jesus Christ to others? Do your 
thoughts, words, and actions reflect a heart that shows you love 
God and want to please Him? Have the students turn to the Next Step 
section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to make choices that 
show others that your identity is found in Christ. Close with a prayer 
asking for God to help you and your students remember to live like Jesus so 
others will see Him in your words and actions.
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TE 11-6a

Field Notes 11

Are you on Facebook? Join the D6 Curriculum 
Teachers group, a place of community for you to 
share stories, ask questions, get advice, and engage 
in conversations with other D6 curriculum teachers.



The Believer’s 
Testimony

May 22, 2022 Lesson 12 Text: 2 Corinthians 6:1-7:1

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson is set during Paul’s third missionary 
trip, around AD 56, in between the first letter to 
the Corinthians and the letter to the Romans. Paul 
wrote to the believers at Corinth calling them to 
live holy lives set apart for Christ.

Lesson Objective:
Paul influenced others with his testimony and obe-
dience. Impact others through your testimony and 
obedience to God.

Application Verse:
2 Corinthians 5:17

Family Theme:
Set Apart for Christ

GET STARTED
Option 1

q Cotton balls

q Sandpaper

q Two brown paper bags

Option 2

q Three clear jars

q Food coloring

q Scrap paper

q Pen

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 12-1

q TE 12-2

q TE 12-3

q Field Notes 12

q Pencils

APPLY IT
q TE 11-4

q TE 11-5

LIVE IT
q TE 11-6b

q Field Notes 12

Bible Basics:
What is the role of the Father? The Father loves the Son (John 3:35). He providen-
tially cares for the world and all who are in it (Matthew 6:26). He reveals Jesus to people 
(Matthew 16:17) and draws them to Him (John 6:44). He forgives sins (Matthew 6:14). 
He listens to and answers prayers (Matthew 6:9-13). He sends the Holy Spirit to man-
kind (John 14:26). He keeps believers from the devil (John 10:29), and He sends them 
out in His service (John 20:21).

P
r

ep
a

r
a

ti
o

n
Ch

ec
k

l
is

t:

62



GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

Before class, place the cotton balls in one bag and 
the sandpaper 
in the other. 
Close them 

up so the students cannot see what is 
inside. Last week we learned we will 
be judged for our thoughts, words, 
and actions while on earth. Read 
Matthew 12:36 to the students. We can 
be certain that how we live matters 
to God, which is one of the many reasons He gave us the Bible to 
guide us how to live. How we live also matters to the people we 
live and interact with. Every Christians affects others, in either good 
ways or bad ways. Let the students reach into the bag with the sandpaper 
and feel it. Don’t tell them what is in the bag or let them look inside it. What 
do you think is inside this bag? Encourage response. Remove the 
sandpaper and show it to the students. This sandpaper is rough and can 
be hurtful. It reminds us that when we say mean or hateful words 
or do mean or hateful actions, it hurts those around us. Repeat the 
activity with the cotton balls. If sandpaper represents how our hurtful 
words and actions affect others in a bad way, what do you think the 
soft and fluffy cotton balls represent? Encourage response. It reminds 
us that nice and kind words are encouraging and loving. They show 
others we are trying to be like Jesus and please God. That is the 
effect we should want to have on others. Today we will continue 
studying 2 Corinthians and learn how Paul’s life affected others.

Use the paper and pen to label each jar before 
preparing.

Jar 1 (room temperature water): The room 
temperature jar is the easiest, as this is 
normal tap water. Fill the jar (and secure 
it with the lid) and set it aside. By the 
time you get to church, it should be room 
temperature.

Jar 2 (cold water): The cold water can be 
filled ¾ of the way with cold water and 
add ice to ensure it remains very cold for 
the experiment. Be sure to take out any 
remaining ice immediately before adding the food coloring.

Jar 3 (hot water): The hot water can be placed in an insulated or thermal cup 
to keep it hot (it doesn’t have to be boiling hot.).

Place the three, labeled jars on the table and quickly add only one drop 
of food coloring to each jar. Instruct the students to carefully watch what 
happens.

63

Option 1
Items Needed:
• Cotton balls
• Sandpaper
• Two brown paper bags

Items Needed:
• Three clear jars
•  Food coloring (either 

same color or three 
different colors)

• Scrap paper
• Pen

Option 2



In which water did the food coloring spread the fastest? Encourage 
response. Science tells us and we saw with our own eyes that 
molecules move faster when they are in warmer water and slower 
when they are in colder water. This experiment reminds me of our 
impact on others. Like the food coloring spread faster in the hot 
water, a believer in Jesus has the greatest influence when they are 
intentionally obeying God. Their kindness, love, and desire to help 
others is a visible way for unbelievers to see the influence Jesus 
has made in their lives. The room temperature jar reminds us of how 
some Christians only have a smaller impact because they are known 
for having little self-control in their words and actions. The cold 
jar reminds us of the Christians who have very little impact or the 
wrong impact because of their words and actions. Just like all the 
water is now colored, all Christians have an impact on others, just 
to varying degrees. Today, we will study Paul’s life and discover the 
impact and influence he had on others in different points in his life.

STUDY THE WORD
Before class, copy Field Notes 12 so each student will have one. Today 
we are continuing our study of 2 
Corinthians. In chapter 6 and through 
the first verse in chapter 7, Paul 
shares his testimony. Do any of 
you know what the word testimony 
means? Encourage response. A 
testimony is evidence or proof of a 
claim. Paul claimed to be a follower 
of Jesus Christ, so Paul’s testimony 
would be the evidence or proof that backs up his claim. Each of us 
has a testimony—the words and actions that give evidence or proof 
of our life with Jesus. Let’s review Paul’s life before and after he 
met Jesus. Display TE 12-1 and point to the two pictures. Before Paul 
met Jesus, he went by the Hebrew name Saul and he persecuted 
Christians, which means he put them in prison simply for following 
Christ (Acts 9:1). As he was traveling to the city of Damascus to 
arrest more Christians, he was blinded by a light from Heaven. It 
was then that Saul knew Jesus was real and his life was changed as 
he chose to follow Jesus. Display TE 12-2. Saul preached that Jesus 
was the Son of God, the Messiah, and the only way to Heaven. He 
baptized people and led many to place their faith in Jesus (Acts 9:18-
20).

Not everyone was happy with the change in Saul, and many Jews 
planned to kill him. But other believers helped Saul escape. Saul 
started going by his Roman name, Paul. He loved God and started 
many churches on his missionary journeys. He spread the good 
news of Jesus wherever he went (Acts 13:1-3, Romans 1:16). Display 
TE 12-3. He wrote many letters to the churches to encourage the 
Christians and reminded them to live in obedience to God. He 
warned them of the dangers of sin and many of those letters are 
now books in the New Testament, including 2 Corinthians.

Display TE 12-3. In 2 Corinthians 6:11-10, Paul urged the church at 
Corinth to accept and understand the seriousness of salvation by 
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Items Needed:
• TE 12-1—TE 12-3
• Field Notes 12
• Pencils

TE 12-3

TE 12-2

TE 12-1



grace through faith in Jesus alone. He challenged them to follow 
the example given by him and his team. Paul lived in a way that did 
not keep anyone from knowing Jesus. He wrote how he patiently 
endured dangers, persecutions and all kinds of bad things. He wrote 
about being in prison, robbed, whipped, beaten with rods, stoned, 
and being shipwrecked three times. In addition to facing angry 
mobs and spending time in prison, Paul wrote of sleepless nights, 
hunger, being cold, and owning nothing. He shared about not only 
his physical pain, but also his emotional ones as some of the people 
he loved turned against him. Some called him an impostor, or 
fake; some hated him; and some wrongly accused him. But how he 
chose to handle all his troubles became part of his testimony as he 
persevered through God’s grace (2 Corinthians 6:5, 8, 10-12; 11:23-26).

Through everything Paul endured, he never lost his love for Jesus 
and his joy and determination to be a faithful, obedient servant for 
Him. Paul was willing to do whatever it took and live in such a way 
that he would never hinder anyone from coming to and following 
Jesus. How Paul lived his life to please God continues to influence 
others even today (2 Corinthians 7:1).

Distribute Field Notes 12 and pencils to the students. Have them fold it in 
half and turn to the inside. Allow time for the students to read the sentences 
and circle if they are true or false. Be sure to check the answers.

DIG DEEPER
Paul encourages the believers in Corinth, and us, to live a life of 
holiness. Do any of you know what it means to be holy? Encourage 
response. Holiness is being without sin. It is the heart of God. Only 
God is completely holy in all He does. But God wants us to be holy 
and He gives believers the Holy Spirit to help and guide them. It 
is a slow process, and we cannot be holy by ourselves. We must 
listen to the Holy Spirit’s leading and make the right choice. It is 
only through following God and making right choices that our walk 
with holiness will grow. Spending time with God will help us know 
how to be more like Him. We are to grow in our holiness and show 
others who Christ is.

APPLY IT
Some people might think Paul’s story was made up or exaggerated. 
It was not. Everything Paul wrote 
was entirely true. We know this 
because it is written in God’s Word 
and inspired by the Holy Spirit. But 
Paul’s testimony was not given to 
us for us to think, “poor Paul” or “I 
wish I was bold like Paul.” He gave 
his testimony not to bring light to him and his life, but so others, 
including us, would see God. Paul wanted us to understand the 
same God who could transform someone like him—a person who 
hated Christians and persecuted them—into someone whose life 
was forever changed because of God’s grace. Paul made it his life’s 
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

The trials and hardships Paul and 
his team endured illustrate how 
bad things happen because the 
world is a sinful place.

Items Needed:
• TE 11-4—TE 11-5

Field Notes 12



mission to share the message of Jesus with everyone so they could 
have a changed life too. Our God is a grace-giving God. He makes us 
a new creation. Display TE 11-4 and review the application verse with the 
students by having them say it with you. Distribute the cards from TE 11-5 
to eight students but explain they are not to show their cards to anyone and 
turn away from the other students.. Choose another student to participate. 
He or she will choose four students to turn around and show their cards. 
If the entire verse is showing, he or she can move the students, so their 
cards are in the correct order. But if the four students show the same two 
parts of the verse, all the students must turn back around. The volunteer can 
again choose four students to turn around and show their cards (ideally, at 
least one different student). Again, if all the words to the verse are showing, 
the volunteer can rearrange the four students, but if they are not, the four 
students must turn back around. Continue with the activity until all four 
sections of the verse are showing and the volunteer puts them in the correct 
order. Have the class say the verse together. Repeat the activity allowing 
different students to participate.

LIVE IT
Display TE 11-6b. Today we learned about the importance of the 
believer’s testimony. Remember, 
a testimony is evidence or proof 
of a claim. We all have a story, a 
testimony. As we looked back on 
Paul’s life, we saw how he began 
his new relationship with Jesus. 
We learned about his boldness 
to tell others and how terribly he 
was mistreated. But through all that, Paul’s love and joy was seen 
through his obedience and commitment to Jesus. If you have not 
accepted and trusted your life to Jesus, your story with Him has not 
yet begun. But everything that is a part of you will be part of your 
testimony. If you have chosen to follow Jesus, you have a testimony 
that is still developing. Think about how you can use the example 
of Paul’s life to encourage you to share your testimony with others. 
How can his story encourage you to grow in holiness? Paul was 
an influencer for Jesus, and you can be too. Have the students turn to 
the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to impact 
others through your testimony and obedience to God. Close with 
a prayer thanking God for your testimony. Ask Him to give you courage to 
share it with those around you.

66

Items Needed:
• TE 11-6b
• Field Notes 12

TE 11-6b

Field Notes 12

TE 11-4

TE 11-5



The Believer’s 
Strength

May 29, 2022 Lesson 13 Text: 2 Corinthians 12:1-10

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson, like the previous two, is set in 
AD 56 and was written by the apostle Paul 
toward the end of his third missionary trip. 
Here he instructed the Corinthian believers 
that Christ’s strength is best shown through 
our weakness.

Lesson Objective:
Paul’s relationship with God grew stronger 
because of the thorn in his flesh. Rely on God’s 
Holy Spirit, other believers, and His Word for 
strength during difficult times.

Application Verse:
2 Corinthians 5:17

Family Theme:
Strength in Christ

Bible Basics:
With your students, review John 3:16-17 and 2 Corinthians 5:17.
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q Assortment of eight food items

q Eight lunch bags

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 13-1

APPLY IT
q TE 11-4

q TE 11-5

q TE 13-2

q Whiteboard and marker

LIVE IT
q TE 11-6c

q TE 13-3

q Field Notes 13

q Colored pencils



GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into the 
classroom and get started with the lesson.

Before class, put a food item in each bag and 
number the bags 1-8. If you want every student to 
participate, you 
will need two 

bags per student. But if you want to make 
it a demonstration, ask for four volunteers. 
Ask the students to choose two numbers 
and give them the bags with the numbers 
they picked. Allow the students to 
open the bags, eat the items inside and 
decide if those two things go together. 
For example, cheese and crackers go 
together but cheese and a cookie do not. This is very subjective, so students 
can decide if the two go together or not. Thank the volunteers and have them 
sit down. Some things seem to go together better than others. Today 
we will continue our study of 2 Corinthians and learn what Paul said 
about how weakness and strength go together.

Read the following story to the students.

Jake’s dad announced at breakfast, “The lot 
where we are going to build our house is 

filled with rocks. Jake, I have a job for you. I want you to clear the 
yard of rocks.”

Jake was excited about their new house, so he got the 
wheelbarrow and began picking up the rocks and carting them to 
the woods nearby. He worked hard because he wanted to help his 
dad. But Jake soon realized that some of the rocks were too big for 
him to move. He pushed and shoved, but they just wouldn’t budge. 
Finally, Jake went back to his dad and said, “Dad, I tried to move 
the rocks, but I just can’t do it.”

“Have you done all you can?” his dad asked.

“Yes, I pushed and pulled at them, and they just won’t move. I can’t 
do it,”  Jake admitted.

“Jake, I appreciate what you’ve done. You were a big help. But you 
haven’t done all you can to move the rocks,” his dad said.

Jake was confused. “I don’t understand,” he said.

“You haven’t asked me to help you,” Jake’s dad explained. “Some 
things require help. I will help you move the rocks that you can’t 
move by yourself. All you had to do was ask me.”

Have you ever felt like you needed to do things by yourself? 
Encourage response. Have you ever tried to handle something on your 
own, only to realize it was too big for you to do alone? Encourage 
response. Sometimes we don’t know what to do or how we will make 
it through the situation we are in. Our pride tells us we can handle 
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Suggestions for food items: 
Piece of cheese, cracker, potato 
chip, mustard, pickle, cookie, 
ketchup, piece of candy, etc.

Items Needed:
•  Assortment of eight 

food items 
(see sidebar)

• Eight lunch bags

Option 1

Option 2



it on our own. The truth is what we really need is God’s help. Today 
we will continue our study of 2 Corinthians and learn Paul told the 
Corinthians that when we felt weak, God’s power helped him. We 
will learn about the strength we have in Christ.

STUDY THE WORD
Before class, find and mark 2 Corinthians 12 in your Bible. Paul had been 
given the special privilege of seeing 
something no other person on 
earth had ever seen before; he was 
allowed to see into Heaven. Paul 
wrote about how God allowed a 
difficulty in his life, which he referred 
to as a thorn in the flesh, to keep 
him humble. We don’t know what it was and, honestly, it’s not as 
important as Paul’s response to his problem. Paul asked God three 
times to take it away, but when God would not, Paul chose to focus 
on what he could learn from his problem.

Paul learned he had God’s power living inside him. Read or choose 
a student to read 2 Corinthians 12:9-10. Paul admitted he was weak. 
Troubles can seem so big that we feel powerless to do anything 
about them. But God told Paul that His strength would help his 
weakness. He would not take away the trouble, but He would be 
with him. Display TE 13-1. God sends His Holy Spirit to live inside 
every believer to strengthen, guide, and help him or her.

Paul also realized God placed fellow believers in his life to help and 
encourage him. In Paul’s first letter to the believers in Corinth, he 
used the term body to describe all believers (1 Corinthians 12:25-27). 
We learned this a few months ago. Every part of our physical body 
depends on its other parts to function well. The same is true for the 
body of Christ. We need one another. Point to the second section on 
TE 13-1. God puts other believers in our lives to help us. What are 
some things other believers can do to help one another when going 
through hard times? Encourage response.

Point to the last section on TE 13-1. God gives us the Bible to make us 
stronger. One of the best ways to grow stronger through hard times 
is to read and remember what the Bible says. We can learn from 
examples in the Bible of real people who were weak, but who were 
strengthened by God to do the right thing. We are reminded from 
those examples that God will strengthen us. God is still as powerful 
today as He was in Bible times. The more we read and think about 
the Bible, the stronger we become. Just because our trouble doesn’t 
go away doesn’t mean God isn’t with us. Just as God was with Paul 
when dealing with his thorn in the flesh, He is with us too.
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Items Needed:
• TE 13-1

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

God’s ability to work all things 
out for our good and His 
glory illustrates that He is the 
Sovereign Lord of all.

TE 13-1



DIG DEEPER
The Bible is very vague about what Paul’s thorn in the flesh was. 
But there are many speculations. Some think 1 Thessalonians 
2:18 alludes to the thorn being spiritual warfare, namely demonic 
opposition. Others think Paul’s sufferings were emotional or 
mental. Paul’s thorn might have been something physical or it might 
have been personal as he faced physical and verbal abuse.

However, Paul does mention twice that his thorn was given to him 
to keep him from being conceited. In the end, we don’t know for 
certain what he was referring to when he wrote these words. But 
what we do learn from his words is that no matter what it was, 
God’s grace and strength were enough to see him through it. The 
same is true for us. God’s strength shows up best in our weakness.

APPLY IT
Before class, scatter the four cards from TE 11-5 around the room. Also, 
write these verses on the whiteboard: 
Hebrews 13:5-6, Philippians 4:19, and 1 
Corinthians 10:13. Allow a few moments 
for the students to find them in their 
Bibles. Read a scenario from TE 13-2 
to the students and allow time for them 
to read the verse(s) that correspond to 
it. Discuss ways the verse(s) could help 
the person become stronger. Challenge 
the students to think of other ways the 
person in the scenario could be stronger 
(ask God for help, ask a friend to pray, talk to a parent or other adult, etc.).

Display TE 11-4 and review the application verse with the students by saying 
it together. What does this verse tell us about when we choose to 
follow Jesus? Encourage response. God gives us the Holy Spirit to 
guide us in living in ways that please Him. Even though the Holy 
Spirit is with us to help us do what is right, we must choose to 
follow His leading. Every time we obey, we get stronger and become 
more like Jesus. By staying close and listening, He will help us have 
the strength to say no to the things that tempt us.

Explain to the students that the words to the application verse are scattered 
around the room. Have the students decide how they want to link their arms, 
so they are all connected. As a group, they will search for the pieces to 
the verse. Once all the pieces have been found, they are to put them in the 
correct order while still connected to each other. Once the verse is in the 
correct order, have the students say the verse together.
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Items Needed:
• TE 11-4—TE 11-5
• TE 13-2
•  Whiteboard and 

marker

TE 11-4

TE 11-5

TE 13-2



LIVE IT
Before class, copy Field Notes 13 so each student will have one. Display 
TE 11-6c. God has equipped us with 
the believer’s strength. He has given 
us the Holy Spirit, other Christians, 
and the Bible to help us. Paul was 
glad for troubles and weakness, 
because then others could see God 
at work in Him and know the One 
who could help them in their trouble 
and weakness. When we worry, 
doubt, and feel afraid, we often give 
in to sin instead of looking to God 
for help. Ask Christian friends to pray for you and encourage you 
when you are weak. Finally, God has given us His Word to give us 
strength. But we must read it, think about it, learn it, and obey it. 
Let’s look at some verses you can learn to help you remember to 
rely on God’s strength. Distribute Field Notes 13 and colored pencils to 
the students. Allow them to fold it in half and turn to the inside. Have the 
students follow along and fill in the blanks on their Field Notes. Display TE 
13-3. These are not quotes from the Bible, but paraphrases to help you 
explain the meaning of the verses to your students.

Ephesians 6:10—Be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power.

Isaiah 40:31—People who have hope in the Lord will get more 
strength.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10—God told Paul that His grace was good 
enough to get him through anything. When Paul was weak, he found 
strength in God.

Psalm 46:1—God protects us and gives us strength. He always helps 
us when we have troubles.

Paul had a lot of troubles but remember what he wrote at the 
beginning of this second letter to the believers in Corinth. Read 2 
Corinthians 4:7-10 to the students. We will have troubles as long as we 
are alive, but troubles can actually be a good thing if we learn to do 
what Paul did. If time allows, let the students decorate around the different 
verses on their Field Notes.

Have the students turn to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your 
Next Step is to rely on God’s Holy Spirit, other believers, and His 
Word for strength during difficult times. Close with a prayer thanking 
God for giving us His strength as we face difficulties.
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Items Needed:
• TE 11-6c
• TE 13-3
• Field Notes 13
• Colored pencils

Field Notes 13

Field Notes 13

TE 11-6c

TE 13-3






