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Welcome to the new D6 EveryDay Curriculum

Explorers Teaching Guide!
Explorers Teaching Guide is a leader’s guide for those who teach third-fifth grade. This teaching 
guide will help your students know God through the study of His Word and learn to apply and 
live those truths. Explorers is part of the D6 family of Sunday School/Bible study curriculum for all 
ages. D6 is a reference to the Scriptural teaching that says parents are to be the primary spiritual 
leaders for the children (Deuteronomy 6:5-9). D6 EveryDay curriculum provides a three-year study 
of the story of the Bible, helping lead the entire family to interact around the same biblical theme* 
each week.

*Preschool lessons are connected to one of the elementary—adult themes when possible.

Explorers Teaching Guide and its companion publications—Explorers Teaching Essentials and 
Explorer’s Guide (student magazine)—are the arm of D6 EveryDay curriculum for third-fifth graders. 

Included in the Teaching Guide

Variety—Every quarter includes lessons from both the Old and New Testaments. There will 
occasionally be topical lessons that reinforce and enhance the Old or New Testament lessons. 
Icons indicate how the lessons may be customized for a large group or small group setting.

Preparation Checklist—This provides a list of what is needed for the different parts of 
the lesson whether it is a Teaching Essential or additional items needed for the lesson.

Lesson Objective—It’s hard to know if your lesson is successful if you’re not sure what 
you’re trying to accomplish. That’s why every lesson includes an objective that identifies what you 
want learners to take away from the lesson.

Application Verse—D6 Curriculum has always emphasized a verse from God’s Word 
to learn. The verses correlate with the topics and provide an intentional focus for students to apply 
the verse to their lives and not just memorize the words (James 1:22).

Family Theme—This provides the theme that ages kindergarten-adult will be studying. The 
lessons are written and designed to be age-appropriate, yet still focus on the same theme to en-
courage family conversations about God’s Word.

Zoom In—Lessons include brief notes to help the teacher and the student develop a biblical 
worldview by thinking biblically and seeing the world through the lens of Scripture.

D6 Digital—D6 EveryDay curriculum is available in a digital format. You can access the 
lessons and essentials from your laptop, tablet, or smartphone. Go to randallhouse.com or call 
800.877.7030 for more information.
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D6 EveryDay curriculum is built around five important steps to help stu-
dents learn and participate in every lesson. These five steps are:

Get Started—This opening activity helps capture the learners’ attention to help them transi-

tion to class time and get started to learn from God’s Word. Two options are provided so teachers 

can choose the activity that best fits their students and their classroom setting.

Study the Word—What does the Bible say? This section answers this question by digging 

into the biblical text and explaining it in ways students can understand. 

Dig Deeper—This section of the lesson provides additional teaching and reinforcement of 

biblical truths presented in the lesson. 

Apply It—This section encourages learners to see how the biblical truths they have just learned, 

as well as the application verse for the lesson, applies to their lives in personal ways.

Live It—The final section in each lesson encourages and challenges students to use what they 

have learned in the lesson and live it out in their every day lives.

Additional Features
Bible Basics—These brief notes help teachers, parents, and students develop deep-

er biblical literacy by discussing and memorizing important facts and truths every believer 

should know.

How It Fits—This helps the teacher and the student understand how the entire Bible 

fits together by showing how each lesson fits in the big picture of God’s plan.

Take Note: These are additional tips and information you will find helpful when pre-

paring and teaching the lesson.



Explorer’s Guide
Explorer’s Guide is the devotional magazine for students in third-fifth grade. It 
is a tool designed to help the student establish the habit of spending daily time 
with God in His Word. This magazine features 13 weeks of daily Bible studies, 
which help reinforce the themes of the lessons students learned at church. It 
also includes crafts or recipes, age-appropriate jokes to share with friends and 
family members, short stories, and articles to help them grow as Christ followers. 
Every student in your class needs his or her own copy of Explorer’s Guide to 
read and study throughout the quarter.

Devotional magazines are available for everyone in your family. To order visit www.D6family.com.

All of the Explorers products can be ordered online at D6curriculum.com, or you can order them by 
calling 1-800-877-7030.
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Explorers Components
Explorers Teaching Resources
Explorers Teaching Resources provide the tools needed to most effectively teach third-fifth grade. 
Each kit includes one Explorers Teaching Guide, Explorers Teaching Essentials (includes teaching 
pictures and posters, reproducible sheets, application verse posters, and Field Notes), and one copy 
of Explorer’s Guide. Field Notes are a weekly link between the class and home. These reproducible 
sheets are designed to reinforce weekly lessons and themes through the use of age-appropriate 
activities that are used in both settings. One side provides a worksheet activity to be used in the 
classroom. The other side provides tools to be used at home. A code for a digital copy of the Teach-
ing Guide is also included with the Teaching Essentials.

Explorers Teaching Guide

Explorers Teaching Essentials

Explorer’s Guide
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Talking With Children 
About Spiritual Matters

One of your most important roles as a church leader to elementary students will be to encourage and 
guide them in their spiritual journey. God has given parents the most important and influential role 
when it comes to influencing a child’s path to salvation, and leaders at church have the responsibility 
to support and encourage this process. 

Ideally, parents will be the ones to help their kids navigate a decision to follow Christ, but children’s 
ministry leaders should be prepared and ready when needed. Kids will have questions about faith 
at random times, so it’s important for everyone on your team to be trained about leading them 
to Christ and answering questions they may have. Sometimes kids respond to an invitation for 
salvation, but when you talk with them you can tell what they really need is assurance of salvation, 
help understanding how to fight temptations, or some other aspect of navigating their walk with 
Christ. See #4 below for help with those situations.

There are many methods that are effective, but the following provides general guidelines and 
principles with regard to leading a child to Christ.

Whenever a child responds, it’s important to discern the reasons for the response and the readiness 
of the child. 

 •  Ask the child why he responded today (came forward, raised his hand, went to the back of 
the room, etc.).  Don’t make the assumption the child is responding to a need for salvation. 
Sometimes kids just want to tell you about an injury or a pet that is sick. Be careful not to ask 
leading questions like, “Did you come to become a Christian?” Ask questions that allow the 
child to word his reason for responding.

 •  If the child provides enough feedback to show readiness for this important step of faith, proceed 
with the next steps. If you do not feel the child fully understands, listen to why she came and 
pray with her about her need, but do not proceed. Walking a child through that decision before 
she is ready can lead to much confusion and provide a false sense of security in salvation.

Here are some guidelines for talking with children about salvation:

1. We have a problem—we all sin and there’s a penalty for sin. 

 •  What is sin? Sin is anything we think, say, or do that goes against God’s Word. Sin breaks 
our relationship with God.

 •  Have you ever sinned? Encourage the child to recognize he has sinned and use the Bible to 
show that all have sinned (Romans 3:23).

 •  Do you know what punishment is? Encourage response. The Bible teaches us the 
punishment for sin means that at some point everyone will die and be separated 
from God. It’s a punishment earned because of sin (Romans 6:23).
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2.  God has a solution to the problem—Jesus took the punishment for sin and made a way 
to fix our relationship with God. 

 •  God loved us so much that He sent His Son to die on the cross to pay the price for 
our sins (Romans 5:8).

 •  God offers the free gift of salvation and all who choose that gift can live with Him 
forever (Romans 6:23b).

 • God wants to be our friend and guide us every day!

3.  You have a choice to make—Will you receive the free gift being offered to you?

 •  Nobody can make this choice for you. It’s a personal decision to follow Jesus (Romans 
10:9, John 3:16).

 •  Discuss with the child what these verses mean and ask if she believes these things and wants 
to receive the gift of salvation. Pray with her, but encourage her to use her own words to tell 
God what she is feeling and wants to do. 

Children are literal thinkers, so using phrases like, “ask Jesus into your heart,” or “give your heart to 
Jesus” can be confusing to them. Be simple and clear when choosing your words. 

4.  The choice to become a Christian is just the beginning of an exciting journey with 
the Lord. He is ready to help His children grow and learn every day. Use these five-word 
promises from God’s Word to encourage kids along their journey. Encourage them to use the 
fingers on one hand to be reminded of these truths.

 •  God will always forgive me (1 John 1:9). 
   Children need to be reminded that becoming a Christian doesn’t mean they will never sin 

again. Some kids think they need to become a Christian all over again every time they sin. 
 • God will never leave me (Hebrews 13:5b).
   Sometimes kids just need assurance of salvation and a reminder that God is with them even 

when they cannot physically see Him.
 • The Lord is my helper (Hebrews 13:6).
   It’s not easy to fight sin nature and follow Christ. Children often get discouraged if they feel 

alone. 
 • I can talk to God (Philippians 4:6, 1 Peter 5:7).
   Children need to be reminded that God cares about everything they are going through and 

they can talk to Him about anything.
 • The Bible is God’s Word (Hebrews 4:12, 2 Timothy 3:16).
   Children need to know the Bible is not just a book about God or His teachings. It is actually 

God’s Word to us and very useful for learning to follow Him every day.



Walk in Holiness
September 5, 2021 Lesson 1 Text: 1 Thessalonians 4:1—5:11

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of the 
Bible

This Scripture was written within 20 years or 
so after the resurrection of Christ (AD 50-
51) probably during Paul’s 18-month stay in 
Corinth (Acts 18) as Paul and his companions 
continued to take the gospel to the Gentiles, 
plant churches in various cities, and teach be-
lievers to obey what Christ commanded.

Lesson Objective:
God wants us to live holy lives and be ready 
for Jesus’ return. Live your life so it is pleas-
ing to God and others will see Jesus in you.

Application Verse:
1 Thessalonians 2:12

Family Theme:
Living to Please God

Bible Basics:
Learn Deuteronomy 6:4-6 with the students.
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q Painter’s or masking tape

q Construction paper (three sheets 
of one color and three of another)

q Cone, paper, or string

Option 2

q TE 1-1

q Scissors

q Envelope or basket

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 1-2

q TE 1-3

q TE 1-4

q Field Notes 1

q Pencils

APPLY IT
q TE 1-5a

q TE 1-6

q Field Notes 1

q A beach ball

q Colored pencils

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 1

q Two clear bottles of water

q Small bowl of dirt

q Small spoon



GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Use the painter’s or masking tape to create a 
tic-tac-toe grid 
large enough for 

a piece of construction paper to easily fit 
inside each square. Divide the students 
into two teams, and give the first three 
students on each team a piece of one 
color of construction paper.

When you say, “go,”  the first person 
from each team will run at the same time 
to the tic-tac-toe grid and place his or 
her piece of construction paper in one 
of the squares. The students will return 
to their team and high five the next student in line. The second student will 
then place their marker in an open square, and return to their team. The third 
person will do the same. The goal is to be the first team to get three in a row 
(horizontally, vertically, or diagonally). If all three markers have been played 
and there is no tic-tac-toe, the next student in each line will run down and 
move one of his or her team’s markers into an open square and return to his 
or her team. Continue until one of the teams gets three in a row.

There was a twist when you could move one of your markers and 
place it into another square. So what does this game have to do 
with our lesson? We are going to learn how to remove Satan’s lies 
and replace them with God’s truths.

Before class, cut apart the strips from TE 1-1, mix 
them up, and 
place them in 

an envelope or basket. If you have more 
students than sets, make additional 
copies of TE 1-1. Just make sure each 
student will have a partner. You may need 
to participate to make it an even number. 
Have the students choose a strip and not 
let anyone else see it. When I say, “go,” 
each one of you will begin to act out whatever character is on your 
piece of paper. No talking is allowed! You can only use actions to 
illustrate your character. The object is to find the person with the 
same character as yours, doing the same thing. When you find the 
person you think is acting out the same character as you, sit down 
together immediately. Remember, no talking is allowed and keep 
your paper hidden. Once everyone has found whom they think is 
their match and is sitting down, we will continue with the second 
part of the activity. Once all the students have found their match and are 
sitting down, explain that each group will show their paper to see if they were 
right or wrong. Were any of you surprised at what you were acting 
out? Surprises can be fun, and, one day, God will have the best 
surprise for us! Listen carefully to learn what it is and what we are to 
be doing until it happens.
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Items Needed:
•  Painter’s or masking 

tape
•   Construction paper 

(three sheets of one 
color and three of 
another)

• Cone, paper, or string

Option 1

Option 2
Items Needed:
• TE 1-1
• Scissors
• Envelope or basket

Actions

Elephant taking a bath
Baseball player in a game
Scuba diver finding shells
Baby learning to walk
Surfing a big wave
Playing a video game
Playing a guitar
Making a cake

TE 1-1



STUDY THE WORD
Before class, cut apart the strips from TE 1-3 and the pictures from TE 
1-4. Also, copy Field Notes 1 so each 
student will have one. The next few 
weeks, we will be learning Bible 
truths from the books of 1 and 2 
Thessalonians in the New Testament. 
Display TE 1-2. Paul wrote letters to 
the Christians who were living in 
the city of Thessalonica. In his first 
letter (1 Thessalonians), Paul wrote 
to encourage the people to love and please God (1 Thessalonians 
4:1-2). He urged them to follow the instructions he had given them 
and to do the right things God had told them to do. He reminded 
the believers that they should live their lives in godly ways. Paul 
understood it is sometimes hard to do the right thing because we 
are constantly being tempted to follow our sinful and selfish ways. 
Satan wants us to believe the lies that lead us to go our own way 
instead of God’s ways. Let’s look at two of these lies and replace 
them with the truth found in God’s Word as well as some other 
misunderstandings the people had. Distribute Field Notes 1 and pencils 
to the students. Have them fold in half, and turn to the inside. Allow the 
students to circle if the statement is a truth from God or a lie from Satan as 
you discuss Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians.

Display TE 1-3a. Satan wants us to believe the lie that it does not 
matter what you see. But God designed our minds to be like an 
amazing computer; what you put into it stays there. It does matter 
what you see and what you put into your mind. Place TE 1-3b over TE 
1-3a. Paul wanted the Christians to keep their thoughts pure. When 
we allow things such as anger, wrong thoughts, and inappropriate 
words to enter our minds, they cloud our thoughts. The trail they 
leave behind corrupts our minds by allowing us to think about 
things that keep us from living a holy life.

Raise your hand if you like being hurt. Encourage response. Display TE 
1-3c. Another lie Satan wants us to believe is that it’s okay to hurt 
or hate the person who hurt us. But God’s Word tells us otherwise. 
Place TE 1-3d over TE 1-3c. Throughout the Bible, God commands us 
to love one another and forgive others. Paul praised the Christians 
in Thessalonica for loving one another and urged them to continue 
to do so.

Paul continued to encourage the believers to continue to live a 
holy life by following the truths they had been taught. God’s truth is 
always stronger than Satan’s lies and Paul wanted the believers to 
continue to grow their relationship with God by living in ways that 
follow His truths.

Paul also wanted to clarify some misconceptions about Jesus’ 
return. Some were afraid that Jesus had already come back and left 
them—that they had missed Him. The Bible is very clear, Jesus will 
come again, but when that will happen is something only God the 
Father knows. Paul not only wanted to encourage the people to 
continue to have hope, but also to share that hope with each other. 
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Take Note:
Thessalonica was the capital 
city of the Roman province 
of Macedonia, and was a 
busy trade city with a healthy 
economy. Because of the 
accessibility, many different 
religions and people groups were 
represented in Thessalonica. 
When Paul first went there, his 
evangelistic efforts were fruitful 
among the Greeks and the Jews, 
but his time discipling people 
post-conversion was cut short 
and he was worried about the 
lack of mature believers in the 
city. So after a few months, Paul 
sent Timothy to Thessalonica to 
check on the believers. He wrote 
to the believers in Thessalonica 
not only to remind them of the 
truths they had been taught, but 
also to encourage them to apply 
that knowledge to their everyday 
lives and work toward holy living.

Items Needed:
• TE 1-2—TE 1-4
• Field Notes 1
• Pencils

TE 1-2

TE 1-3

Field Notes 1



Have a student read 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 aloud. Paul continued 
to explain that those who followed Jesus and have already died 
would go to Heaven first. Then we will go to be with them. What an 
amazing sight that will be!

Have a student read 1 Thessalonians 5:2 aloud. Display TE 1-4a. Paul 
compared the second coming of Jesus to a thief in the night. Have 
you ever heard of a thief announcing when he or she was going to 
come steal from you? Of course not; it is unknown, just as Jesus’ 
return will be. Paul goes on to tell the people they should live as 
though Jesus will come that day. Display TE 1-4b. We don’t know 
the time when Jesus will come for us. There should be a difference 
in how they live from those who are unbelievers. He wanted the 
believers to live their lives in service to Him instead of just waiting 
on Him. Those words Paul wrote to the believers in Thessalonica are 
for us too.

DIG DEEPER
So what happens from the time a believer dies until the time his 
or her body is resurrected? In 2 Corinthians 5:8, Paul wrote that to 
be absent from the body is to be present with God. When believers 
die, they go to be with God in spirit; however, their bodies await 
the resurrection of the dead before they physically experience the 
reunion promised to all believers. Paul wrote these words so we 
would know what will happen and be comforted. When believers 
that we love die, we can take comfort in knowing that we, as 
believers, will see them again.

APPLY IT
Before class, cut apart the footprints from TE 1-5. Each week, place the 
piece to indicate “walking.” We are 
going to learn how to walk with God 
these next few weeks. Display TE 
1-5a. Today we learned to walk in 
holiness. Distribute the colored pencils 
and allow the students to color the words 
on the right side of their Field Notes. As 
Christians we should want to please 
God with our thoughts, words, and 
actions. But we can’t do it on our 
own. Thankfully, God has given us 
the Holy Spirit and the Bible to help 
us live a holy life. We should live our lives faithful to God and His 
truths. Our application verse for the next few weeks comes from 
Paul’s letter to the believers in Thessalonica. Display TE 1-6 and 
introduce the application verse to the students by reading it together. What 
do you think it means to walk worthy? Do you think he is actually 
referring to the way a person walks? Encourage response. Paul is 
using walk as another word for live. We learned today that Jesus is 
coming back, but we don’t know when. We are to live our lives in 
ways that honor and please Him and keep us ready for His return. 
Let’s toss this beach ball to each other to help us learn our verse. 
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Believers can look forward 
to Christ’s Second Coming 
because God offers salvation 
and forgiveness through faith 
in Christ.

Items Needed:
• TE 1-5a
• TE 1-6
• Field Notes 1
• A beach ball
• Colored pencils

TE 1-4

TE 1-6

TE 1-5a



I will surprise someone by tossing it to him or her as I say the first 
word of the verse. That person will toss it to another student as he 
or she says the second word of the verse. We will continue until the 
entire verse has been said. Don’t be surprised; be ready to catch the 
ball and say the next word. If time allows, repeat the activity several times 
to help the students learn the verse.

LIVE IT
Hide one of the bottles of water from the students’ view. When you’ve 
been outside playing on a hot 
day, isn’t a glass of cold water so 
refreshing? Take a big drink from 
the non-hidden bottle of water. It’s so 
satisfying! The water reminds me of 
when we try to live a holy life. Add 
a little bit of dirt to the water. The Devil 
tries to tell us a little sin doesn’t hurt. 
Add a little more dirt. But sin tends to 
lead to more sin. Add a spoonful of dirt 
to the water and shake it up. Just like 
the dirt is polluting the water, sin 
pollutes our holy life. We wouldn’t want to drink this dirty water, so 
why would we accept the lies and garbage of Satan over the best 
God has to offer. We have a choice. Throw away the polluted water 
bottle and display the other clean bottle of water. God will help us lead 
a holy life so that when Jesus returns, we will be ready. We can ask 
the Holy Spirit to help us follow God’s way and show others Jesus in 
us. What a wonderful surprise when He comes again!

Have the students turn to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your 
Next Step is to live your life so it is pleasing to God and so others 
will see Jesus in you. Close with a prayer asking God to help you and your 
students walk with God every day.
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Items Needed:
• Field Notes 1
•  Two clear bottles of 

water
• Small bowl of dirt
• Small spoon

Field Notes 1

Take Note:

Go to www.D6teacher.com for additional resources for this 
age group.



Walk As God 
Commands

September 12, 2021 Lesson 2 Text: 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson is set around 20 years after the 
resurrection of Christ as Paul instructed the 
new believers at Thessalonica in some of 
the practical aspects of Christian living.

Lesson Objective:
Paul gave the believers in Thessalonica instruc-
tions for practical Christian living. Read a verse 
each morning, think about what the verse says, 
and put God’s Word into action.

Application Verse:
1 Thessalonians 2:12

Family Theme:
Everyday Christianity

GET STARTED
Option 1

q Instruction manual

q Bible

Option 2

q TE 2-1

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 2-2

q TE 2-3

q TE 2-4

q Field Notes 2

q Pencils

q Post-it note

DIG DEEPER
q TE 1-5b

APPLY IT
q TE 1-6

q TE 2-5

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 2

q Brand new Bible

q Well-loved Bible

Bible Basics:
What is sanctification? Sanctification is the process a Christian enters at conversion 
in which he becomes more and more holy throughout his life (1 Thessalonians 5:23).
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GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

An instruction manual for a car is used in this 
option, but any 
manual can 

be substituted. A car was used as most 
owners keep this manual in the glove 
compartment. Display the instruction 
manual for the students to see. Do any 
of you know what this is? Encourage 
response. It is an instruction manual 
to help me know about my car. It tells me things like what certain 
parts and controls are for, how to program something in my car, 
or find out what a certain light on my dashboard might mean. It 
contains instructions for the entire car.

Display the Bible. The Bible, God’s Word, is our instruction manual for 
living life. It helps me know how to live my life in ways that please 
God. For example, if I want to know how to love others, I can read 
Ephesians 4:32 in the Bible. It tells me I should show kindness and 
be tenderhearted toward others. If I want to be reminded of God’s 
forgiveness, I can read 1 John 1:9. Today we will learn more about 
God’s manual for living as He commands, so that we can know the 
best way to live.

Before class, copy TE 2-1 so each student who 
is participating 
will have one 

instruction. If you have a smaller class, 
the number of instructions should equal 
the number of students. But have the 
students follow them in subsequent 
order for the activity to work (if you have 
five students, use the first five set of instructions). If you have a larger class, 
choose 11 students to participate.

Arrange the students who are participating in a circle and randomly give 
each student an instruction from TE 2-1. Explain that each student must 
complete his or her instruction only after the previous student completes his 
or hers. The students will need to pay close attention.

Today we are going to learn about following God’s instructions so 
we can live our best life. Where do we find His instructions? We find 
them in the Bible!
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Option 1
Items Needed:
• Instruction manual
• Bible

Option 2
Items Needed:
• TE 2-1

TE 2-1



STUDY THE WORD
Before class, cut apart the cards from TE 2-3 and mix them up. Also, copy 
Field Notes 2 so each student will 
have one. Paul wanted the people 
in Thessalonica who loved Jesus 
to get along with each other. Is 
it always easy to get along with 
others? Encourage response. No, not 
always, but Paul gave the believers 
some great advice on how to do 
just that. His instructions are found 
in 1 Thessalonians, chapter five. 
Distribute Field Notes 2 and pencils 
to the students. Have them fold in half, and turn to the inside. Have the 
students fill in the blanks as you discuss God’s instructions Paul shared 
with the believers in Thessalonica. Display TE 2-2. Paul told the believers 
they were to live peacefully with each other. He also told them to 
be encouragers, comforters, and be patient with one another. Then 
Paul told the people they were to be joyful, pray all the time, and 
give thanks. Finally, he told the believers to stay away from evil. 
Raise your hand if you can do all those things. Allow time for response. 
It is impossible for us to do all of those things all the time without 
the Holy Spirit’s help. Paul wanted the believers to love one another, 
be friends, and help one another be the best they could be for Jesus. 
He would have wanted the same things for us too. Let’s play a game 
to review things that are similar to the things Paul might have told 
the Thessalonians.

Place TE 2-4 on the wall and place a Post-it note at the start. Choose a 
student or ask for a volunteer to select a card (TE 2-3). Have the student 
read what it says aloud, and follow its directions. Continue having students 
choose a card and move the Post-it note forward or backwards on the game 
board until you reach the end. If you use all of the cards, mix them up again 
and continue.

DIG DEEPER
No one in the Thessalonian church had been a believer for very 
long. So Paul’s letters were to 
help the people in their walk with 
God. The words written by Paul 
were instructions from God on how 
the Christians were to grow their 
relationship with Christ as well as 
other believers. Paul’s words are 
just as important and applicable to believers today as they read, 
hear, and study the Bible. Display TE 1-5b. We are to walk as God 
commands. We must remember to follow the instructions given in 
God’s Word.
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Items Needed:
• TE 2-2—TE 2-4
• Field Notes 2
• Pencils
• Post-it note

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Paul’s instructions for how we 
relate to and encourage fellow 
believers illustrate how God 
established the church to 
make disciples and transfer 
the faith.

Items Needed:
• TE 1-5b

Field Notes 2

TE 1-5b

TE 2-2

TE 2-3

TE 2-4



APPLY IT
Before class, cut apart the strips from TE 2-5. We need God’s help to 
live out His instructions. When we 
read God’s Word, we should ask 
ourselves what we are able to learn 
from the verses. Is there a command 
I need to obey or is there a good 
example for me to follow? Pray and 
ask God to help you learn from His 
Word and do what you have learned.

Display TE 1-6 and review the application verse with the students by saying 
it together. What was Paul encouraging the believers in Thessalonica 
to do? Encourage response. What does it mean to walk worthy? 
Encourage response. Paul is using the word walk as another word for 
live. As believers, we are to live right—not to prove we are worthy, 
but to prove God, who gave us this new life, is worthy. We can only 
do this with God’s help. He gives us the Holy Spirit to help us make 
right choices. When we live peacefully with others, encourage one 
another, and are patient with those around us, we are walking 
worthy. When we are joyful, talk to God through prayer, give thanks, 
and stay away from evil, we are walking worthy. Let’s say our verse 
together. Turn over the strips from TE 2-5 and use them to have the 
students walk as described when they say the verse.

LIVE IT
Show the students both Bibles. These Bibles show us the way to walk 
as God commands. In other words, 
they tell us how to live in ways that 
please and honor Him. Point to the 
brand new Bible. This is what a Bible 
looks like when it’s first bought. 
Point to the well-loved one. But this 
one shows what the Bible looks like 
when it’s used. The worn pages tell 
us that someone has read it often 
and for a long time. The owner loves this book and is probably 
trying to follow what God says. God gave us the Bible to help us 
know the best way for us to live, but we must open it, read it, think 
about it, and live out what it says. We must do this on a daily basis, 
not just when we are at church. Today we learned some instructions 
from 1 Thessalonians on how we should live. On the right side of 
your Field Notes, those instructions are given so you can focus on 
one each day this week. Pray and ask God to help you live it out that 
day.

Have the students turn to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your 
Next Step is to read a verse each morning, think about what the 
verse says, and put God’s Word into action. Close with a prayer asking 
God to help your students walk worthy by living out His Word.
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Items Needed:
• TE 1-6
• TE 2-5

Items Needed:
• Field Notes 2
• Brand new Bible
• Well-loved Bible

TE 1-6

TE 2-5

Field Notes 2



Walk in Truth

September 19, 2021 Lesson 3 Text: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-17

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson is set shortly after Paul’s first letter to 
the new church in Thessalonica (around AD 51) 
as the gospel was being taken to all nations and 
peoples according to God’s plan.

Lesson Objective:
False teaching caused the Thessalonian believ-
ers to doubt God’s truth. Trust God and hold on 
to His truths.

Application Verse:
1 Thessalonians 2:12

Family Theme:
Standing Firm in Truth

GET STARTED
Option 1

q Small plastic bucket

q Tennis ball or penny

q Cup of water (optional)

Option 2

q Jell-O (prepared)

q A box of unopened Jell-O

q Water

q Bowl with a lid

q Mixing spoon

q Small bowls or cups

q Disposable spoons

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 3-1

q TE 3-2

DIG DEEPER
q TE 1-5c

APPLY IT
q TE 1-6

q TE 3-3

q Whiteboard and marker

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 3

q Pencils

q Whiteboard and marker

Bible Basics:
Review the names and order of the first eight books of the Old Testament and the first 
eight books of the New Testament with the students.
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GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Show the bucket and the tennis ball or penny to 
the students 
and place it in 

the bucket. Stand so you can swing the 
tennis bucket easily and safely so you 
do not hit anyone or anything. When you 
think you will make it, swing the bucket 
all the way over your head in a smooth 
motion. Consider pouring a cup of water 
in the bucket and repeating the activity.

Did any of you think the items would fall out of the bucket when I 
began swinging it around? Encourage response. Do any of you know 
why it did not? Encourage response. If I simply turned the bucket 
upside down, gravity will pull the object out of the bucket. But if I 
swing the bucket in a circle fast enough, then I will be pulling the 
bucket down faster than gravity is pulling the object down. The 
object is left behind in the bucket and doesn’t fall out. It works 
because of the science of centripetal force.

Today we will look at some facts about God that will help us keep 
walking or living in ways that stay true to Him. It’s more than just 
learning the facts—they, alone, will not keep us true, but it’s the 
changes that need to happen in us when we know the facts.

Before class, prepare the Jell-O as directed on the 
box so there will 
be enough for 

each student to enjoy some. Put some 
Jell-O in a small bowl or cup, and give 
one and a spoon to each student. As the 
students are eating the Jell-O, use the 
additional ingredients to demonstrate 
how you made it.

What do you think makes the 
difference between this watery 
Jell-O versus the Jell-O you are 
eating? Encourage response. It is 
gelatin that gives Jell-O its shape. 
Do any of you know what gelatin is? 
Encourage response. It is a protein, 
called collagen, which is found in cow or pig bones and skins. The 
animal parts are ground up and acid and other special chemicals 
break down the cells to release the collagen. When the mixture is 
boiled, a layer of gelatin forms at the top. When you add the mixture 
from the Jell-O box to boiling water, the powder dissolves and the 
weak bonds in the gelatin that hold the protein chains together 
break apart. Those chains float around free and loose in the mixing 
bowl until cold water is added and the mixture is placed in the 
refrigerator. As the Jell-O cools, the chains start bonding again. The 
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Take Note:
It is highly suggested that you 
first try this at home so you will 
be confident to successfully 
demonstrate this in front of the 
students.

Items Needed:
• Small plastic bucket
• Tennis ball or penny
•  Cup of water 

(optional)

Items Needed:
•  Jell-O (prepared)
•  A box of unopened 

Jell-O
•  Water
•  Bowl with a lid
•  Mixing spoon
•  Small bowls or cups
•  Disposable spoons

Option 1

Option 2



gelatin “chains” and the trapped water and flavor are what make the 
Jell-O wiggle.

Today we will learn how the Christians in Thessalonica were facing 
some difficult times. Listen to what Paul said to encourage the 
believers to keep following God’s commands and love and forgive 
those who were against them. His words helped them understand 
the importance in staying true to God and his words can help us too.

STUDY THE WORD
Paul had been in the city of Thessalonica leading the people there 
to Jesus and helping them grow in 
their walk with God. But he had to 
leave the city and he sent a man 
named Timothy to check on the 
people in the church. Paul cared 
about them and wanted to know 
how their faith was growing. So Paul 
wrote letters to Timothy about the people in Thessalonica, and he 
also wrote to the believers in the church there. In his first letter Paul 
encouraged the people to live holy lives by following God’s truths. 
He also tried to clear up some confusion about Jesus’ return by 
telling the believers that only God knew when it would happen. Paul 
also gave the people advice on how to get along with each other.

The Christians in Thessalonica were still dealing with some 
misunderstandings about Jesus’ return. So what did Paul do? He 
wrote the believers a second letter to help them calm down and he, 
once again, reminded them to stay true to God.

Display TE 3-1. In his letter, Paul reminded the believers of the truths 
he had taught them, and he cautioned the people against being led 
away from the truth. False teachers were lying by telling the people 
that Jesus had already come back. Paul wanted the people to be 
reassured of the truth. Jesus will return at just the right time and 
take His followers to live with Him forever. Until then, what could 
Paul say to help the people? Read 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17. Paul told 
the Thessalonians to remember everything they had learned about 
God so they could stand firm on truth instead of falling for the 
lies Satan wanted them to believe. Display TE 3-2. Paul wanted the 
believers to know God’s truth, have His encouragement and hope, 
and be strengthened by His love for them.

Knowing these important facts about God should change the way 
we think and what we do.
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Items Needed:
• TE 3-1—TE 3-2

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

The Bible is our primary source 
of truth and final authority for 
what we believe and practice. 
The Bible is God’s Word.

TE 3-1

TE 3-2



DIG DEEPER
Display TE 1-5c. Paul was reminding the believers in Thessalonica 
to walk in truth. Satan was using 
false teachers to create doubt about 
Jesus’ return and to teach things 
that simply were false. Satan tries 
to do the same things to us and we 
must guard ourselves against his 
deception. The best way to do that is to fill our minds and hearts 
with God’s Word to know the truth and recognize Satan’s lies. God’s 
truth is always stronger than Satan’s lies.

Do any of you play a sport? Encourage response. When you play a 
sport, it’s important to know how to play the game, right? Encourage 
response. For example, if you play baseball or softball, it’s important 
to know that when you hit the ball, you should run to first base, 
not third. When we follow Jesus, it’s important to know what His 
Word says so we know how to live our lives. We will know how to 
recognize the false teachings that some in our world want us to 
believe. Knowing God’s truth helps us stand firm in our faith.

APPLY IT
Before class, cut apart the cards from TE 3-3 and mix them up. Everyone 
experiences tough times in his 
or her life. But we can rely on the 
truths from God’s Word to help 
us get through them. What are 
some difficult situations we might 
go through? Encourage response. 
Write the students’ responses on the 
whiteboard. Paul encouraged the 
believers in Thessalonica to rely on 
the hope they had in Jesus. We can 
learn from Paul’s letter, too, to stay strong in our faith and keep 
walking with Jesus.

Display TE 1-6 and review the application verse with the students by having 
them read it together. God has called us into His kingdom. We belong 
to Him and no matter what happens, He will help us. Knowing we 
belong to God can help us walk worthy. It can help us say and do 
the things that honor and lift up God’s name. We don’t have to do 
this alone—He is always with us.

Place the cards from TE 3-3 face up so the students can see them. Let the 
students work together to put the words in the correct order of the verse. 
If time allows, mix the cards back up and repeat the activity. Another option 
is to turn a card over and say the verse. Turn another card over and say the 
verse again. Continue turning cards over until all are face down.
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Items Needed:
• TE 1-5c

Items Needed:
• TE 1-6
• TE 3-3
•  Whiteboard and 

marker

TE 1-5c

TE 1-6

TE 3-3



LIVE IT
Before class, copy Field Notes so each student will have one. Distribute 
Field Notes 3 and pencils to the 
students. Have them fold in half and 
turn to the inside. Allow them to use the 
code to discover the different truths. 
We’ve learned Satan wanted the 
believers in Thessalonica to doubt 
what they had been taught about 
God. He wants the same for you and 
me. When he tries to get us to turn 
away from God and follow his way, 
remember the truths from God’s Word.

Have the students tell you the truths from their Field Notes and write 
them on the whiteboard before discussing them. We can trust God. We 
can trust God in the good times and the bad. He sees and knows 
everything that happens and He will judge those who do wrong (2 
Chronicles 16:9a).

God cares for and loves us. We never have to doubt God’s love for 
us. The Bible is true and it tells us that nothing can separate us from 
God’s love (Romans 8:38-39).

We have the Holy Spirit and are never alone. God comforts us 
through His Word and through His Holy Spirit (2 Thessalonians 2:16-
17). As believers we always have the Holy Spirit with us.

In our Christian walk, in our day-to-day life with family or friends, 
the facts about God do not change. We must stand firm and hold on 
to His truths when faced with Satan’s lies.

Have the students turn to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your 
Next Step is to trust God and hold on to His truths. Close with a prayer 
for your students that they will remember God’s truths and always walk with 
God.
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Items Needed:
• Field Notes 3
• Pencils
•  Whiteboard and 

marker

Field Notes 3

Field Notes 3

Splink is a simple way to link your family 
together spiritually. Through FREE weekly emails 
packed with ideas, Splink helps you and your 
family engage in conversation. Whether it’s 
making memories or having fun together, Splink 
allows you to capture those teachable moments 

to impress spiritual truths and life lessons on your kids. No 
matter where you are, there’s always time to Splink!

Sign up for Splink at D6family.com/Splink.



Walk in Integrity

September 26, 2021 Lesson 4 Text: 2 Thessalonians 3:1-18

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

Like the previous lesson, this lesson is set 
around AD 51 as Paul wrote to the new 
believers in Thessalonica about some ques-
tions they had and situations they faced. 
He followed Christ’s command to make 
disciples, teaching them all that Christ had 
commanded.

Lesson Objective:
Integrity is doing what is right in all situations. 
Demonstrate integrity in all that you do.

Application Verse:
1 Thessalonians 2:12

Family Theme:
Standing Firm in Integrity

Bible Basics:
With the students, review Hebrews 11:6 and James 1:22.
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q TE 4-1

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 4-2

q Woman to role-play lady from 
Thessalonica

q Props

DIG DEEPER
q TE 1-5d

APPLY IT
q TE 1-6

q TE 3-3

q TE 4-3

q Painter’s or making tape

q Beanbag

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 4

q Colored pencils

q Whiteboard and marker



GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Before class, cut apart the cards from TE 4-1 and 
place them 
facedown. At 
the top of each 

card is a main word. Underneath the main 
word are a list of words that cannot be 
used while describing the main word. No 
form of the main word or the words listed 
underneath may be used when describing 
the main word. Ask for a volunteer to choose a card. He or she will describe 
(or act out) the main word for the others to guess. When the main word has 
been correctly guessed, have another volunteer choose another card and 
repeat the activity. Stand beside the student to make sure he or she doesn’t 
use one of the prohibited words.

Just as you could guess these items when each person described 
what it did, people can often see what we are like by the things we 
do. The Bible says even a child is known by what he or she does 
(Proverbs 20:11). People can’t see inside your heart, but they can see 
what you do. How can your actions reveal what is on the inside? 
Encourage response. Do any of you know what integrity is? Encourage 
response. Integrity is doing what is right in all situations. It is being 
truthful. When we have integrity, we are being completely truthful, 
fully committed to doing what is right. Today we will learn about a 
person of integrity and discover some areas where we should have 
integrity.

In order to help students understand the idea of 
having integrity, tell them to do what you say. The 
hard part will be when you say one thing, but do 
another.

• Tell the students to pat their heads, but you will pat your belly.
• Tell students to kick their leg, but you will move your arm.
• Tell students to turn around, but you will hop up and down.
• Tell the students to stomp their feet, but you will clap your hands.
•  Tell the students to nod their heads up and down, but you will nod 

sideways.

Was it confusing when I said one thing, but did another? Encourage 
response. Did you pay more attention to what I said or what I did? 
Encourage response. Integrity is doing what is right in all situations. 
That means doing the right thing even when no one else is looking. 
It means that your actions match your words. If you say you are a 
Christian, you should do things a Christian would do. We want to 
be people of integrity so others will see God reflected in us. Today 
we will learn about a person of integrity and discover some areas 
where we should have integrity.
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Option 1
Items Needed:
• TE 4-1
• Scissors

Option 2

TE 4-1



STUDY THE WORD
Before class, ask a woman in your church to role-play a lady from 
Thessalonica. Be sure to give her a 
copy of TE 4-2a to prepare. Cut apart 
the questions from TE 4-2b. Ask for 
volunteers to read the questions in order 
so no one is called on that does not like 
to read aloud or is embarrassed to do so. 
Have an extra copy of TE 4-2a and place 
in the basket or fold up like a letter for the 
person to use as a guide.

These past few weeks, we have 
studied parts of Paul’s two letters 
to the believers in Thessalonica. Do 
you ever wonder what it would have 
been like to meet Paul? Encourage 
response. What do you think it would 
have been like to receive one of his letters? Encourage response. 
Today we have a guest who was able to do just that. Bring in the 
woman who is doing the role-play.

Welcome to our class. Thessalonica is very far from here, so thank 
you for coming. We are glad you are here with us. We have some 
questions we would like to ask you. Have the student ask the questions 
in numerical order.

Question 1: We know Paul was a man of integrity. How did he show 
integrity in his prayers? Paul’s actions matched his words, especially 
when it came to prayer. He emphasized to us the importance of talking 
to God and growing our relationship with Him through prayer. Paul was 
constantly praying for my friends and me in Thessalonica. He told us what 
he prayed for us. In his second letter, he prayed that we would not give up in 
our faith. He prayed the good news of Jesus would spread quickly. He also 
asked us to pray that he and his friends would be rescued from the wicked 
people who were trying to stop them from telling others about Jesus.

Question 2: Was Paul an encourager in your church? I don’t know 
what we would have done without his encouraging words. It was tough 
and sometimes scary to live for Christ during this time. But, just at the right 
time, Paul’s letter came and we knew God had told him what to write. How 
could this man know all about our needs and struggles? I can just hear Paul 
saying, “Don’t get weary in doing good things. God will reward you for doing 
what is right. God is faithful. He will give you strength.”  We loved his letters 
and read them over and over again to remind us of all the things we knew 
about God.

Question 3: It seemed Paul was often in trouble. Would you consider 
him a troublemaker? (Laugh.) No, Paul was not a troublemaker. In fact, 
he was just the opposite. He told us how important it was to get along with 
each other. He got into trouble because people did not like what he said. 
The lazy people didn’t like when Paul said that if you don’t work, you don’t 
eat. He called people who didn’t know how to mind their own business 
“busybodies.”  (Laugh.) I wish you could have seen the faces on those 
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Items Needed:
• TE 4-2
•  Woman to role-play 

lady from Thessaloni-
ca

•  Props (large basket 
and a simple costume, 
such as a shawl and 
headpiece from a rem-
nant of fabric)

TE 4-2a

TE 4-2b



busybodies. They did not like Paul telling them the ways they needed to do 
better.

Question 4: Did Paul work while he was in your city? Paul was a hard 
worker. It seemed like he never sat still. He insisted on working day and 
night so he would not be a burden to us. When we tried to give him food, he 
insisted on paying for it. I would get so aggravated about that. If I cooked, I 
wanted him to have the food. But he always wanted to pay me back.

Question 5: What were some things Paul warned you about? What 
didn’t he warn us about? He warned us about so many things that I used to 
tell him he was one big walking warning sign! (Laugh.) He warned us to stay 
away from sin. He wrote us to stay away from a brother who refuses to obey. 
When Paul warned you about something, you knew how much he cared for 
you, and he was doing it to protect you.

Question 6: If Paul were here right now, what would you say to him? 
That’s easy. I would say thank you! I would tell him how much I appreciated 
him being the right example for us. I’m sure it wasn’t always easy for him. 
I would thank him for not giving up on us, for every encouraging word he 
wrote, for reminding us of God’s faithfulness and peace, and for his every 
warning about sin. There are so many things I could thank him for, but 
most of all I would thank him for telling me about Jesus! If it were not for 
Paul, I don’t know if I ever would have heard how Jesus came and took my 
punishment on the cross so I could have forgiveness of my sin.

Let’s thank this godly woman for coming all the way from 
Thessalonica to share her story with us.

DIG DEEPER
Much of Paul’s letters to the Thessalonian believers was about 
having integrity. The word integrity 
comes from the Latin word 
integer—a whole number. A person 
with integrity is whole and does not 
compromise by doing the wrong 
thing when no one is watching.

As a missionary, Paul’s main goal was to share the Word of God 
with everyone he met. We are missionaries too. We all have a part 
of sharing Jesus with those around us. Prayer is one important part 
of being a missionary. Through prayer, God guides and leads us. 
He reminds us He is with us. Display TE 1-5d. The more we grow our 
relationship with Christ through prayer, the more we learn how to 
walk in integrity in everything we do. As believers, we should make 
choices that show the integrity that comes as a result of having a 
relationship with Jesus.

24

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

We study these truths at church 
just like the Thessalonian 
believers did when Paul sent 
them these letters because God 
established the church to 
make disciples and transfer 
the faith.

Items Needed:
• TE 1-5d

TE 1-5d



APPLY IT
Before class, cut apart the pieces from TE 3-3. Make a tic-tac-toe grid on 
the floor using the painter’s or masking 
tape. The beginning point of walking 
in integrity is to know the right thing 
to do. The hard part is actually doing 
it. I’m going to read some different 
scenarios and I want you to tell me 
what the right thing to do is in each 
one. Read the scenarios from TE 4-3 to 
the students and discuss the right choice. 
What can help us live with integrity? 
Encourage response. We all need 
God’s help to do the right thing. God 
can make us strong inside to say yes 
to what is right and no to the wrong way.

Display TE 1-6 and review the application verse with the students. These 
past few weeks, we have been learning this verse. Do any of you 
remember what it means to walk worthy? Encourage response. It 
means to live as Jesus would. We are to make the right choice 
every day, one choice at a time. If we want to walk worthy, we must 
make the right choice over and over. Our actions will prove we have 
integrity.

Mix up the pieces from TE 3-3 and place each card in a square of the grid. 
Choose nine students to participate in the first round. Have the first student 
toss the beanbag into the square with the first set of words to the verse. 
Remove the card and place it on a table or the floor. Let the next student 
toss the beanbag into the square with the next word or set of words and 
place that card next to the first card. Continue until all the words have been 
removed. Say the verse together. Mix the cards back up and place them back 
in the squares. Let the next group of students repeat the activity.

LIVE IT
Before class, copy Field Notes 4 so each student will have one. Paul 
was an example of a person with 
integrity. He told the Thessalonians 
about three areas where they and 
other believers needed to have 
integrity. Distribute Field Notes 4 and 
colored pencils to the students. Have 
them fold in half, and turn to the inside. 
Have the students color the words as 
you write them on the whiteboard. Read 
2 Thessalonians 3:2 to the students and 
write the word prayer on the whiteboard. Read 2 Thessalonians 3:3-5 and 
write the word obedience on the whiteboard. Finally, read 2 Thessalonians 
3:6-9 to the students and write the words daily responsibilities on the 
whiteboard. In every one of Paul’s letters, he told of how he prayed 
for the people and asked them to pray for him. He not only told the 
people to obey God’s commands, but he also demonstrated his 
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Items Needed:
• TE 1-6
• TE 3-3
• TE 4-3
•  Painter’s or masking 

tape
• Beanbag TE 1-6

TE 3-3

Items Needed:
• Field Notes 4
• Colored pencils
•  Whiteboard and 

marker

Field Notes 4

TE 4-3
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advice and encouragement through his actions. He was an example 
for the people by working hard and doing right in the everyday 
things. Allow time for the students to answer the questions in each section 
on their Field Notes.

None of us do the right thing all the time, but as you keep doing 
the right thing more and more, you will be known as a person of 
integrity. It is through our actions that others see Jesus. Have the 
students turn to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step 
is to demonstrate integrity in all you do.

Close with a prayer asking for God’s help to do what is right in every 
situation. Field Notes 4

Splink is a simple way to link your family 
together spiritually. Through FREE weekly emails 
packed with ideas, Splink helps you and your 
family engage in conversation. Whether it’s 
making memories or having fun together, Splink 
allows you to capture those teachable moments 

to impress spiritual truths and life lessons on your kids. No 
matter where you are, there’s always time to Splink!

Sign up for Splink at D6family.com/Splink.



Live Out God’s Word 
Every Day

October 3, 2021 Lesson 5 Text: Deuteronomy 6:1-25

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This scriptural concept of family discipleship 
is introduced in Deuteronomy at the end of 
Moses’ life and before Joshua led Israel into 
the Promised Land (1406 BC). It is contin-
ued throughout both the Old Testament and 
the New Testament.

Lesson Objective:
Discipleship means learning and following God’s 
Word, and it is a daily choice. Choose to love 
God every day with all your heart, soul, strength, 
and mind.

Application Verse:
1 Corinthians 11:1

Family Theme:
Everyday Discipleship

Bible Basics:
Is there any other God? No. There is only one God (Deuteronomy 6:4), and He exists 
as a unity of three persons called the Trinity. These three are the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit (Mark 1:9-11).
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q One-dollar bill

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 5-1

q TE 5-2

q Scissors

q Whiteboard and marker

APPLY IT
q TE 5-3

q Dominoes

LIVE IT
q TE 5-4a

q TE 5-5

q Field Notes 5

q Colored pencils



GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

When was the last time you were physically 
challenged 
to something 
that seemed 

impossible? Encourage response. 
Display the dollar bill so all the students 
can see it. I have a physical challenge 
for you today. Choose a student to 
come to the front of the class to ensure he or she does it right. Instruct the 
student to stand against a wall with his or her heels against the wall and 
feet together. Next, place the dollar bill on the floor about 12” in front of the 
student’s feet. Challenge the student to try to pick up the dollar bill without 
moving his or her feet or bending his or her knees. Allow the different 
students to attempt the challenge, but only allow one student to do so at a 
time.

God gave specific commands to the Israelites. One of them was to 
love God with all your heart, soul, and strength. Do you think it is 
possible to love God all the time? Encourage response. What about 
when you want your own way? Encourage response. Today we will 
learn how we can love God with a disciple’s heart and show others 
His love through our words and actions.

Raise your hand if you have a routine in the 
mornings during the school year. Allow time 
for response. Allow some of the students to tell 
you about their routines. What about a routine 

at night during the school year? Encourage response. Allow some of 
the students to tell you about their routines. Why are routines important? 
Encourage response. Most of us have a routine when we do 
something every day to help us remember all the things we need to 
do. Today we are going to learn about the importance of spending 
time with God on a daily basis. It should be something we do every 
day, not just on Sundays.

STUDY THE WORD
Before class, cut out the heart from TE 5-2. A few months ago, we 
learned about a man named Moses. 
Remember, God gave him the Ten 
Commandments to help the people 
of Israel live. God also told Moses to 
tell the people to teach their children 
His commandments and those 
children were to teach them to their 
children.

Moses wrote God’s commands 
should be taught by the parents to their children at home, walking 
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Option 1
Items Needed:
• One-dollar bill

Items Needed:
• TE 5-1—TE 5-2
• Scissors

•  Whiteboard and 
marker

Option 2



along the road, going to bed, getting up in the morning; in other 
words, all the time so they would know what God said. Moses also 
wrote they should be written on the doorposts of their house and 
on their gates. The mezuzah (may-zoo-zuh) was the name of a square 
piece of parchment paper with Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and Deuteronomy 
11:13-21 written on it. Display TE 5-1 and point to the different pictures. 
The parchment was then rolled up in a small cylinder of wood or 
metal and attached, slanted inwards, toward the room on the right 
side of the doorpost. Some Jewish people still keep this tradition as 
a reminder of God’s faithfulness to His people both then and today.

In Deuteronomy 6:5-6, Moses told the Israelites they must love God 
with all their heart, soul, and strength. Have you ever wondered how 
you can love God with everything you’ve got? Encourage response. 
Display the heart from TE 5-2. Pretend this is your heart. You want 
to love God with all your heart, but you also love sports. There’s 
nothing wrong with enjoying sports, but if you focus more on sports 
before loving God, it can take away from your love for Him. Tear off a 
piece of the heart from the sports section.

The same can be said for things that entertain us such as video 
games, an iPad, cell phone, TV, or computer. None of these are 
bad, but when they become more important to you than God, it 
takes your heart away from Him. Tear a piece off of the heart from the 
entertainment section.

We need friends. Our best friends can make us laugh; understand 
how we feel; encourage us; etc. But if you begin to care more about 
what your friends think is right or wrong rather than God, your love 
for Him changes. Tear off a piece of the heart from the friends section. You 
might even put talking to them before talking to God.

Display the remaining piece of the heart. Look at what’s left of your 
heart. God said to love Him with everything. Is this everything or 
just part? Encourage response. This is not what God intended for 
the Israelites thousands of years ago and definitely not what He 
intended for you and me. We are to love God all the time.

DIG DEEPER
A disciple is a learner or follower, so a disciple of Jesus would be 
a person who learns about Jesus or follows Him. Deuteronomy 
6:1-3 helps us understand that discipleship is learning, doing, and 
teaching God’s Word. We learn that discipleship is a command 
from God and that it is something that is to be done every day. 
God provides opportunities throughout our day for parents to 
teach their children what His Word says and how we can use what 
we have learned in different situations. Discipleship is more than 
just learning God’s Word; it is putting what is learned into practice 
every day. It is also the teaching of God’s Word to those around us. 
Growing in Christ means helping others grow too.
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TE 5-1

TE 5-2

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Moses’ instructions for 
parents to teach their children 
the words and ways of the 
Lord demonstrate how God 
established the home to 
make disciples and transfer 
the faith.



APPLY IT
Before class, set up the dominoes in a line so when the first one is knocked 
over, the rest will fall in succession. The 
best model of discipleship is to 
follow Jesus’ example. We should 
live a life that models Christianity 
to those around us. Display TE 5-3 
and introduce the application verse to 
the students by having them read it with 
you. In this verse, Paul is telling the 
Christians in the town of Corinth to follow his example because he 
is following the example of Christ. Think about the different areas 
of your life where you spend a lot of time. When you are at home, 
do your family members see you showing the love of Jesus? Is your 
attitude that of Jesus’? What about at school? Is your example 
worthy of following? Do others see that you are living a life for 
Jesus?

Have any of you ever heard the phrase “you are the only Bible some 
people will ever read”? Encourage response. This means you are to 
be a good example for those people who are watching you. Point to 
the first domino. This domino represents each one of us. The other 
dominoes represent all the people who are in our lives—our parents, 
siblings, friends, classmates, etc. Watch what happens when we 
share the good news of Jesus with one person, who then shares it 
with one person, etc. Set the dominoes in motion. The domino effect 
happens when we tell others about Jesus and live our lives as God’s 
Word says.

Let’s say our verse together so we can remember to follow Jesus’ 
example in our everyday lives. Have the students say the verse with you. 
We are to grow as a disciple of Jesus by learning God’s Word and 
living out what we’ve learned so we can be an example for others to 
follow.

LIVE IT
Before class, copy Field Notes 5 so each student will have one. Also, cut 
apart the sections from TE 5-4.Display 
TE 5-4a. Today we learned we are to 
have a disciple’s heart. What does 
that mean? Display TE 5-5. Read or 
choose a student to read the words from 
TE 5-5 aloud. How are we to love 
God? Encourage response. We are 
to love God with our entire being. 
When are we to love God? Encourage 
response. We are to love Him all the 
time. As a disciple of Jesus, we are 
to learn about Him, think about His Words, tell others about Him, 
and live our lives following His example. We are to talk about Him 
throughout our day so that His words stay in our hearts and minds. 
Discipleship should be a daily occurance, not just something we do 
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Items Needed:
• TE 5-3
• Dominoes

Items Needed:
• TE 5-4a
• TE 5-5
• Field Notes 5
• Colored pencils

TE 5-3

TE 5-4a

TE 5-5



on Sundays. Distribute Field Notes 5 and colored pencils to the students. 
Have them fold in half and turn to the inside. Allow time for the students 
to write Deuteronomy 6:5 in the heart on their Field Notes. Encourage 
the students to hang the verse somewhere they will see it every day as a 
reminder to follow God’s command.

Have the students turn to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your 
Next Step is to choose to love God every day with all your heart, 
soul, strength, and mind.

Close with a prayer asking Him to help us follow His Word every day.
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Field Notes 5

Field Notes 5

Are you on Facebook? Join the D6 Curriculum 
Teachers group, a place of community for you to share 
stories, ask questions, get advice, and engage in con-
versations with other D6 curriculum teachers.



From Generation 
to Generation

October 10, 2021 Lesson 6 Text: Deuteronomy 6:5-9; 
Psalm 78:4-6; 2 Timothy 1:3-6

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson proclaims a biblical principle 
found throughout Scripture. In the latter 
days of their lives, both Moses and Paul 
emphasized the need for each generation to 
teach God’s Word and ways to the genera-
tions that follow.

Lesson Objective:
God wants every generation to know Him. Live 
so others will see Jesus in your example.

Application Verse:
1 Corinthians 11:1

Family Theme:
Generational Discipleship

GET STARTED
Option 1

q Yarn

Option 2

q TE 6-1

q Pencils

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 6-2

q TE 6-3

q TE 6-4

q TE 6-5

DIG DEEPER
q TE 6-6

APPLY IT
q TE 5-3

q TE 5-4b

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 6

q Colored pencils

Bible Basics:
Review Deuteronomy 6:4-6 with students.
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GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Have the students stand in a circle. Give a ball 
of yarn to one 
student, and 

have him or her hold it by the end of the 
yarn. Tell the group they are going to 
think of as many people as they can in 
two minutes. The student with the ball 
of yarn will say the name of someone he 
or she knows, and then toss it to another student while holding on to the 
end of the yarn. That student will pull out a section of yarn until it is taut, say 
the name of someone he or she knows, and then toss the yarn to another 
student. Continue with the activity until every student has had the chance 
to say someone he or she knows. The web we just created reminds me 
everyone knows more people than he or she realizes. We call this 
our web of influence. Today we will learn about how God can use 
the different people we know to disciple us in our relationship with 
Him.

Before class, 
write your name 
in the shaded 

column of TE 6-1, and then copy the grid 
so each student will have one. Distribute 
TE 6-1 and pencils to the students. Have 
each student write as many names of 
people they know using the letters in the 
center of the grid (see sidebar for an example). Everyone knows more 
people than they realize. We call this our web of influence. Today we 
are going to learn more about our web of influence and how God 
can use them to disciple us in our relationship with Him.

STUDY THE WORD
Last week we learned God wanted His commandments to be passed 
down from generation to generation. 
Do any of you know what the word 
generation means? Encourage 
response. A generation is the group 
of people about the same age. For 
example, your parents are part of 
a generation, and their parents are 
part of a different generation. You are also part of a generation. 
God wanted parents to tell their children about them and for those 
children to tell their children about God’s commandments and so 
on. This is called generational discipleship—where family members 
share their faith with those younger than them. When God created 
the world, He designed things to be done with a plan in mind. 
Autumn always follows summer, which always follows spring, 
which always follows winter, which always follows autumn. Little 
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Items Needed:
• Yarn

Items Needed:
• TE 6-1
• Pencils

Items Needed:
• TE 6-2—TE 6-5

Option 1

Option 2

TE 6-1

Take Note:
While parents are to be the 
primary disciples of their family, 
encourage the students to 
be aware of those to whom 
they are an example, such as 
younger siblings, extended family 
members, peers, etc.



caterpillars become butterflies. Tadpoles become frogs. Calves 
become cows.

In Psalm 78:4-6. God reveals His plan for every generation to know 
Him and what He has done. Display TE 6-2 and point to the pictures. 
These pictures show us different times parents might disciple, or 
teach, their children about Jesus. But parents are not the only ones 
who can teach us about Jesus and how to follow His example. 
Display TE 6-3. Do any of you have younger brothers or sisters? 
Encourage response. They are watching you. They notice the words 
you say and how you say them. You are teaching them every day. 
They follow your example of how to act. Your siblings are in your 
web of influence.

The Bible also tells us that other people can disciple us and help 
us learn more about what God says in His Word. Display TE 6-4. Paul 
and Barnabas were godly influences in the lives of two younger men 
named Timothy and John Mark. The two older men came alongside 
the younger ones and helped them grow in their Christian life. 
Display TE 6-5. The Bible tells us Timothy also had other spiritual 
influences in his life. His mother made sure he spent time with 
his grandmother providing us a great example of generational 
discipleship.

Other people in your church can be part of your spiritual web of 
influence. God uses Sunday School teachers, your preacher, parents 
of your friends, and so many other people to help you in your walk 
with Him.

DIG DEEPER
Have you ever looked at a directory at a mall and where you are 
standing is indicated on the map? 
Encourage response. It’s a reference 
point so you know where you are. 
Let’s review God’s love story up to 
Deuteronomy 6. Display TE 6-6 and 
point to the different pictures. God 
created the heavens and the earth 
and every living thing in it. Adam and Eve lived in the world, but 
their wrong choice brought sin into the world. God promised He 
would make a man named Abram (later known as Abraham) a great 
nation, and Abram moved his family to a new country. Abraham 
and his wife, Sarah, had a son named Isaac. Isaac had a son named 
Jacob, who had 12 sons. One of those sons was named Joseph 
and God used him to save his family in a famine. Many years later, 
a new Pharaoh forced the Israelites to be his slaves. God chose a 
man named Moses to rescue the Israelites. God gave Moses the Ten 
Commandments to guide and protect the Israelites. Moses shared 
the rules with the people. Moses also told the people that, in the 
future, their children will ask about why God gave them the rules. 
They were to share with their children and grandchildren all the 
things God had done for them and the miracles they had seen. They 
were to share God’s love for them and their love for Him with future 
generations. We are to do the same.
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Deuteronomy 6:5-9 makes it 
clear that God established the 
home to make disciples and 
transfer the faith.

Items Needed:
• TE 6-6

TE 6-3

TE 6-4

TE 6-6

TE 6-5

TE 6-2



APPLY IT
God’s ideal plan is for parents to teach their children about Jesus, 
but because we don’t live in a 
perfect world, that isn’t always the 
case. But God provides other people 
to help disciple us and grow our 
faith. The best example for us to 
follow to know how to live in ways 
that honor God is Jesus. Display TE 
5-3 and review the application verse with 
the students. We can follow His example so we can be an example to 
others. Of course no one is perfect like He is, but we can also watch 
other people who follow Jesus to see how to be an example to 
others. Display TE 5-4b. Today we learned we are to be an example. 
We all know about the Coronavirus and how easily it was able to 
spread. We don’t want to spread those germs, but just think if the 
message of Jesus could spread just that easily. It’s not an accident 
that the people who are in your life are there. You are in their web 
of influence to be an example of Jesus to them. Choose a student to 
go to another student and link arms with him or her and say the verse. The 
second student will go to another student (while still linking arms with the 
first) and all three will say the verse. Let the students continue until all the 
students are linked together.

LIVE IT
Before class, copy Field Notes 6 so each student will have one. God wants 
every generation to know about Him. 
Parents are to share the message 
of God to their children. When 
those children grow up, they are to 
share that same message with their 
children. Did you know that Jesus 
heard some of the same stories from 
the Old Testament as you do? God’s 
Word is filled with lessons and stories that are timeless. That means 
they applied to the people in Jesus’ time as well as now and in the 
future. How is that possible? It’s because God is the author of the 
words in the Bible. It is filled with teachable moments and truths 
that stand the test of time. We are to share the message of Jesus 
with those around us not only with our words, but also with our 
actions. Distribute Field Notes 6 and colored pencils to the students. Have 
them fold in half, and turn to the inside. Instruct the students to write their 
names in the center circle. In the circles to the left, have the students write 
the names of people whose examples they are following. In the circles to the 
right, have the students write the names of people who might be following 
them as an example. Have the students turn to the Next Step section on their 
Field Notes. Your Next Step is to live so others will see Jesus in your 
example. Close with a prayer asking God to help you and your students be 
the examples He wants them to be.
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Items Needed:
• TE 5-3
• TE 5-4b

Items Needed:
• Field Notes 6
• Colored pencils

TE 5-3

TE 5-4b

Field Notes 6

Field Notes 6



Choose Obedience
October 17, 2021 Lesson 7 Text: 1 Samuel 13:1-23

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson is set around 1030 BC during 
Saul’s reign as king of Israel. Saul’s disobe-
dience resulted in God giving the kingdom 
to another man (David) to lead His people.

Lesson Objective:
King Saul chose to disobey God, which led to 
the eventual loss of his kingdom. Disobedience 
brings bad consequences, and we please God 
through our obedience to Him.

Application Verse:
Psalm 105:4

Family Theme:
Consequences of Disobedience

GET STARTED
Option 1

q Two marbles for each student

Option 2

q TE 7-1

q Whiteboard and marker

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 7-2

q Scissors

q Tape

APPLY IT
q TE 7-3a

q TE 7-4

q TE 7-5

q Cardstock

q Ribbon

q Markers

q Scissors

q Single-hole punch

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 7

q Colored pencils

Bible Basics:
Learn 1 John 1:9 with the students.
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GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Have the students to choose two marbles and set 
one marble at 
the end of a flat 
surface. Have 

the students push the second marble 
into the first marble. What happened 
when the two marbles collided? 
Encourage response. There was a 
reaction. The first marble moved 
the second one. Our actions have 
consequences, not only for us, but also for others. What happens 
when you disobey your parents? Encourage response. Usually there is 
a consequence. What is the purpose of a consequence? Encourage 
response. Hopefully, the consequence will help you remember to 
obey. Sometimes when we see the consequences of someone else’s 
disobedience, we can learn from their wrong actions. Obedience 
is always the best choice and the way to please God. Today we will 
learn about a person who disobeyed God and the consequence that 
followed.

Play a word game to show how something small 
can change 
things. Listed 
on TE 7-1 are 

some pairs of words. Choose a word 
and write it on the whiteboard. Have 
the students look at the word and see if 
someone can change one letter, either by 
erasing a letter or changing one, to make 
a completely different word. You may 
want to show students an example to help them understand. Allow different 
students to come to the whiteboard to make the change. TE 7-1 provides 
a listing of words that can be easily changed and at least one example of a 
way the words can be changed to create a new word.

Just by making one small change we made a completely new word. 
Today we are going to learn how our obedience pleases God. Some 
people think that obeying or disobeying is not such a big deal. But 
it is—especially to God. Many times one wrong choice can result 
in significant changes. Listen to hear how one man’s choice of 
disobedience completely changed a situation and the consequence 
that resulted in his disobedience.
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Option 1
Items Needed:
• Two marbles for each 
student (or two balls of 
any kind)

Items Needed:
• TE 7-1
•  Whiteboard and 

marker

Take Note:
This activity is actually a 
demonstration of Newton’s Third 
Law of Motion, which says that 
for every action, there is an equal 
and opposite reaction. If marbles 
are not available, you could use 
any type of ball to demonstrate 
the simple principle that objects 
affect other objects.

Option 2

TE 7-1



STUDY THE WORD
Before class, cut apart the pictures from TE 7-2 to match the number of 
students in your class. For example, if you 
have 12 students, cut each picture into 
six sections so every student will have a 
piece. Place the pieces into a bag, and 
have each student choose one. He or 
she must find the matching pieces to 
complete the picture. Provide tape for 
the students to attach the pieces of their 
picture. When all the students have put 
together their pictures, have them read their part of the story on the back, 
and find the answer to the question in the Bible.

Have the students with the picture of the crown display it so the other 
students can see it. God told Abraham He would make a great nation 
from his descendants. This special nation was called Israel. God 
watched over the Israelites and helped them in many different ways. 
He sent prophets to give them messages to guide them in the right 
direction. But now the people wanted a king to rule over them like 
the other nations around them. Even though it was not God’s ideal 
plan, He listened to their request (1 Samuel 11:15, 13:1). Who did 
God choose to be the first king over Israel? Encourage the students to 
give their answer. Yes, God chose a man named Saul.

Have the students who have the picture of the fire on the altar show it to 
the other students. The Philistines were enemies of the Israelites 
and treated the people very badly. The Philistines gathered their 
large army to make war with God’s people. When the Israelites saw 
them, they were afraid and tried to hide. God’s prophet, Samuel, 
had instructed King Saul and his army to wait at Gilgal and that he 
would join him in a week (1 Samuel 10:8). Samuel told Saul that he 
would offer sacrifices to God and ask for His help in their battle 
against the Philistines. When the seventh day came, Saul became 
impatient as he waited for Samuel. So Saul chose to take matters 
into his own hand and made the decision to make an offering to 
God. But that was a job only God’s priests were allowed to do (1 
Samuel 13:13-14). Right after Saul’s offering, Samuel arrived. What 
did Samuel say to King Saul? Encourage response. Samuel told 
Saul that because of his disobedience to God’s command, his rule 
as king would come to an end. Saul’s wrong choice led to God’s 
rejection instead of His protection. God’s way is always best. He 
lets us go our own way, even though it may not be the best way. But 
remember, there is always a consequence to our disobedience, even 
if we don’t see it right away.

DIG DEEPER
Consequences are the result of our actions, and all our actions 
have consequences. Obedience brings positive consequences in 
the form of blessings. Disobedience brings negative consequences 
in the form of punishment. Israel wanted a king even though God 
was their ruler. God wanted His special people to love and obey Him 
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Items Needed:
• TE 7-2
• Scissors
• Tape

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Saul, and all Israel, suffered the 
consequences of disobeying 
God’s Word. The Bible is 
God’s Word.

TE 7-2



so the whole world could see and know Him too. But the people 
wanted to be like the other nations around them, so they asked for 
a king, and so He gave them one.

God had given Moses special rules about the Tabernacle—the place 
of worship—and the sacrifices made to God. The priests were the 
only ones allowed to offer those sacrifices. The Israelites, including 
King Saul, knew these rules. So when Saul chose to offer the 
sacrifices to God instead of waiting for Samuel, he broke God’s rule. 
He followed his plan instead of God’s. God punishes and corrects 
His children because He loves them. He knows what is best. His 
rules are for our good. We must choose between honoring God 
through our love and obedience or dishonoring Him through our 
rebellion and disobedience.

APPLY IT
Before class, cut out the hearts from TE 7-3. Also copy TE 7-5 on cardstock 
and cut the ribbon into 18” sections 
so each student will have one each. 
These next few weeks we are going 
to learn ways we can please God. 
Display TE 7-3a. Today we learned 
we please God through our 
obedience to Him. The real battle 
with obedience to God begins in our 
minds. We must think right thoughts 
first if we want to please Him. When 
we think right thoughts about Him, 
right words and actions will follow. 
The opposite is also true. When we 
think wrong thoughts, wrong words 
and actions usually follow. One way 
to make sure we are thinking right thoughts is by spending time 
in God’s Word. Display TE 7-4 and introduce the application verse to the 
students by reading it to them. Our verse tells us we are to seek God 
and His strength. He will help us obey God and that leads us in the 
right direction.

Distribute TE 7-5, markers, and scissors to the students. Allow them to 
decorate the banner and cut it out. Distribute ribbon to the students and 
allow them to use the hole punch to make holes where indicated. Have the 
students thread the ribbon through the holes and tie the ends together. 
Encourage the students to hang their banner somewhere they will see it 
often as a reminder to seek God’s presence every day.
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Items Needed:
• TE 7-3a
• TE 7-4 —TE 7-5
• Cardstock
• Ribbon
• Markers
• Scissors
• Single-hole punch

TE 7-3a

TE 7-5

TE 7-4



LIVE IT
Before class, copy Field Notes 7 so each student will have one. Distribute 
Field Notes 7 and colored pencils to the 
students. Have them fold in half, and turn 
to the inside. Do you think King Saul 
would have made a different choice if 
he had realized the consequences of 
his actions? Encourage response. Do 
you think about the consequences 
of your actions before you make a 
choice? Encourage response. When are times you tend to make wrong 
choices? Encourage response. Have the students write their answers on 
their Field Notes. Often when we are tired, hungry, frustrated, or hurt 
we choose to react to our situation. We must remember to base our 
decisions on God’s Word and not our feelings. We should ask for 
God’s help in making the right choice. God gives us the Holy Spirit 
to help make choices that please Him. Allow time for the students to 
color the question mark. When we disobey God, we should repent and 
ask for forgiveness. Do any of you know what it means to repent? 
Encourage response. Repent means to turn away from sin and turn 
to God. The Bible tells us God is faithful to always forgive us (1 John 
1:9). Have the students fill in the blanks. Have the students turn to the Next 
Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to remember that 
disobedience brings bad consequences, and we please God through 
our obedience to Him. Close with a prayer asking God to help you and 
your students make choices that show our obedience to Him.
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Items Needed:
• Field Notes 7
• Colored pencils

Field Notes 7

Field Notes 7

Splink is a simple way to link your family 
together spiritually. Through FREE weekly emails 
packed with ideas, Splink helps you and your 
family engage in conversation. Whether it’s 
making memories or having fun together, Splink 
allows you to capture those teachable moments 

to impress spiritual truths and life lessons on your kids. No 
matter where you are, there’s always time to Splink!

Sign up for Splink at D6family.com/Splink.



Stand Up in Faith
October 24, 2021 Lesson 8 Text: 1 Samuel 17:1-58

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson is set around 1025 BC during 
Saul’s reign as king of Israel. David had been 
secretly anointed as king by Samuel and was 
serving in Saul’s court. He now entered the 
public scene by facing Goliath in battle.

Lesson Objective:
David trusted God to give him the courage to 
fight Goliath. Remember God is with you, God is 
for you, and God will help you.

Application Verse:
Psalm 105:4

Family Theme:
Faith Stands Up to Challenges

Bible Basics:
Review Mark 16:15 with the students.
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q One long roll of paper, at least ten 
feet long

q Measuring tape

q Tape

q Markers

Option 2

q One sealable sandwich bag

q Water

q Sharp pencils and pens

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 8-1

q TE 8-2

q A fake sword (for Goliath)

q Cardboard swords for the armies

q A shield for Goliath

q Cloth, thin leather, or an old sock

q Cord

q Single-hole punch

q Scissors

DIG DEEPER
q TE 8-3

q One rock for each student

q Paint markers

APPLY IT
q TE 7-3b

q TE 7-4

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 8

q Pencils

q Whiteboard and marker



GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Before class, draw a nine-foot outline of a person 
on the paper. 
Place the paper 
on the floor 

or somewhere it can lay flat. Distribute 
the markers to the students. What are 
some difficult situations we face? 
When do we feel afraid, sad, worried, 
or hurt? Allow the students to write on 
the giant some difficult situations they or 
people they know are facing (bullying, 
failing grades, toxic friendships, pressure 
to do well in a certain area, sickness, 
etc.). Sometimes our problems feel as big as a giant and we don’t 
see how we can overcome them. Use the tape to attach the paper to a 
wall. Today we will learn about a young man named David who faced 
a giant named Goliath. David chose to trust God to help him defeat 
the giant. We can learn from his example to keep our trust in God to 
help us through the times that make us afraid or discouraged.

Before class, fill the sandwich bag with water 
(leave some 
space at the 
top) and seal 

it. Do any of you know what courage 
is? Encourage response. Courage 
is overcoming obstacles to do the 
right thing. It is not the same thing 
as confidence. What are some 
situations when you might need 
courage? Encourage response. We can 
sometimes be afraid of storms, the 
dark, bullies, snakes, and lots of other things. Fear is the opposite 
of courage. Everyone needs courage at some point in his or her life.

Display the plastic bag. What do you think will happen if we poke a 
pencil in this plastic bag? Encourage response. Take a pencil and poke 
it all the way through the bag. Did the bag leak? Encourage response. 
No. Let’s imagine the pencil is like something we’re afraid of. Just 
as we thought the pencil would make the water leak out, many of 
the things we worry about don’t turn out as we thought. We must 
not let fear overcome our courage. The way to keep our courage is 
to put our trust in God. We must believe He will do what He says He 
will. Today we are going to learn about a young man named David 
who faced a giant named Goliath. David chose to trust God to help 
him defeat the giant. We can learn from his example to keep our 
trust in God to help us through the times that make us afraid or 
discouraged.
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Option 1
Items Needed:
•  One long roll of paper, 

at least ten feet long
• Measuring tape
• Tape
• Markers

Items Needed:
•  One sealable sand-

wich bag
• Water
•  Sharp pencils and 

pens

Option 2



STUDY THE WORD
Before class, follow the instructions provided on TE 8-1 to make a sling for 
the student who is role-playing David to 
use. Also, copy TE 8-2 so each student 
will have one. Choose students to act 
out the parts of David, Goliath, and King 
Saul. Divide the remaining students into 
two groups (Philistines and Israelites). 
Give the different props to the students 
(including the sling to David), and have 
the students follow along as you read the 
story aloud. Have the characters act out 
the motions as you read them.

Do any of you remember we learned 
last week that the Philistines were 
enemies of the Israelites? The 
Philistines treated the Israelites 
terribly and bullied them. Today we 
are going to learn more about how 
the Philistines continued to bully 
King Saul and the Israelites.

The Philistines gathered their armies together to battle against 
Israel. Have the Philistine army move to one side of the classroom. King 
Saul gathered his army and they stood on the opposite hill from the 
Philistines with a large valley between them. Have the Israelite army 
stand on the opposite side of the classroom.

Goliath, a very large Philistine man, came forward to face the 
Israelite army. Have Goliath move to the front of the Philistine army and 
step forward. He was over nine feet tall and was very intimidating! 
Goliath shouted to the Israelites, Have Goliath raise his armor, look 
mean, and pretend to talk. “Why are you all coming out to fight? I 
am the Philistine champion, but you are only the servants of Saul. 
Choose one man to come down here and fight me! Whoever wins 
will the master of the loser’s army. I challenge the armies of Israel 
today!” When King Saul and the Israelites heard this, they were 
very afraid and lost their courage! Have King Saul and his army huddle 
together and act afraid. Every morning and evening for forty days, 
Goliath took his stand and made his challenge.

About this time, a young man named David arrived at the Israelites’ 
camp. David walks toward Israel’s army. His father sent him with food to 
check on his brothers. As David talked with them, Goliath stepped 
out and issued his usual challenge to the army of Israel. Have Goliath 
step forward, raise his armor, and look mean.

Have the Israelite army act afraid. “Have you seen this giant?” they 
asked David. “He comes out every day to defy Israel. The king has 
offered a huge reward to anyone who defeats him.”

Have David step forward. David questioned those around him. “What 
will a man get for defeating this Philistine and ending his attacks on 
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Items Needed:
• TE 8-1—TE 8-2
•  A fake sword 

(for Goliath)
•  Cardboard swords for 

the armies
• A shield for Goliath
•  Cloth, thin leather, or 

an old sock
• Cord
• Single-hole punch
• Scissors

Take Note:
Real rocks are not 
recommended—if one of them 
slipped from the sling, it could 
be dangerous. Simply have the 
student portraying David pretend 
to pick up the stones.

TE 8-1

TE 8-2



Israel? Who is this ungodly man anyway and why is he allowed to 
go against the army of the living God?”

David’s words got back to King Saul who sent for the young man. 
Have King Saul motion for David to come to him. David told the king, 
“Don’t worry about this Philistine. I’ll go fight him.” King Saul 
replied, “There’s no way you can fight against him. You’re only a 
young man and he’s been a warrior since his youth.”

David persisted and told the king about the times he protected his 
father’s sheep and goats from different animals. David told King 
Saul, “The Lord who rescued me from the lion and the bear will 
rescue me from this Philistine!”

So King Saul told David, “Go, and the Lord be with you.” King Saul 
points to Goliath. King Saul gave David his own coat of armor, but 
David was not used to it and took it off. Instead, David picked up 
five smooth stones from a stream and put them into his shepherd’s 
bag. Have David walk to the middle of the room and pretend to pick up five 
stones.

Goliath marched onto the field. Have David and Goliath face each other. 
When he saw how young David was, he said, “Am I a dog, that you 
come to me with sticks? Come over here, and I’ll give your flesh to 
the birds and wild animals!” David points to Goliath. Bravely, David 
looks at Goliath and said, “You come to me with sword, spear, and 
javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts—the God 
of the armies of Israel whom you have gone against. Today the Lord 
will conquer you, and the whole world will know there is a God in 
Israel. The people here will know the Lord rescues His people, but 
not with sword and spear. This is the Lord’s battle, and He will give 
you to us!”

As Goliath moved closer to attack, David ran toward him. Then David 
reached into his bag, pulled out a stone, and hurled it with his sling. 
Have David pretend to sling the stone to Goliath. The stone hit Goliath in 
the forehead and he fell face down on the ground. Have Goliath fall to 
the floor.

When the Philistines saw their champion was dead, they turned and 
ran. Have the Philistine army run away. The men of Israel gave a great 
shout of triumph and rushed after the Philistines. The Israelite army 
shouts “yay!”

DIG DEEPER
David was only probably 15 years old when he faced Goliath. But 
his faith was greater than the grown 
men in Saul’s army. Do any of you 
remember what faith is? Encourage 
response. Faith is choosing to trust 
God in every situation. Even though 
David was still a young man, his faith 
in God was great. The experience of 
God being with him when he killed 
the animals trying to take a sheep 
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

The challenges we face 
demonstrate that we are 
engaged in a spiritual 
warfare.

Items Needed:
• TE 8-3
•  One rock for each 

student
• Paint markers



from his flock helped reinforce David’s faith. He had faced scary 
situations before and relied on God’s help.

Display TE 8-3 and point to the different pictures. The sling David used 
was different from a slingshot. Slings were weapons that used 
projectiles (stones, clay, and lead) that, when used by experienced 
slingers, could break bones, cause internal damage and kill people, 
and occasionally penetrate armor. A skilled slinger could “fire” 12 
rounds per minute.

Distribute a rock to the students and make the paint markers available for 
them. Have the students write the word trust on the rock as a reminder to 
keep their trust in God. Be sure to have the students add their initials and 
date to the rock. Set aside to dry.

APPLY IT
Before class, put the treats inside the gift bag. Do you think David prayed 
to God before he went to fight 
Goliath? Encourage response. I think 
he probably did. David trusted God 
and put his faith in Him. Display TE 
7-4 and review the application verse with 
the students. David sought the LORD 
as he faced different situations 
throughout his life, and I’m sure this 
time was no different. He needed 
God’s strength to help him defeat 
Goliath. We may not have to fight 
a giant named Goliath, but each of 
us will battle things in our lives that 
we need God’s power to overcome. 
Display TE 7-3b to it. We please God with our trust. We can put our 
trust in God when we face situations that feel as big as a giant. Let’s 
say our verse together to help us remember to seek God every day. 
Say the application verse with the students. Then have the students sit in a 
circle, and display the gift bag. Explain to the students they will pass the gift 
bag around the circle with each person saying the next word in the verse, 
including the reference. The person holding the gift bag on the last word will 
choose a treat from the gift bag. He or she will step outside of the circle, but 
continue to say the verse with the students inside the circle. Continue until 
every student has received a treat.

LIVE IT
Before class, copy Field Notes 8 so each student will have one. David 
trusted God to give him courage to 
stand up to the giant and the power 
to defeat him. What are some ways 
we can defeat the fear we face and 
trust God’s power in the situation? 
Encourage response. Here are three 
truths to help us when we face those 
giants in our lives. Distribute Field 
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TE 8-3

Items Needed:
• TE 7-3b
• TE 7-4
•  Small treats (Small 

pieces of candy, 
pencils, erasers, small 
toys, etc.)

• Gift bag

Take Note:
If you don’t want to pass around 
a gift bag with treats, just pass 
around a small wrapped gift 
around the circle, and have the 
last person still step outside of 
the circle. Distribute the treats to 
the students when the activity is 
complete. In this option, it is best 
to give every student the same 
treat.

TE 7-3b

TE 7-4

Items Needed:
• Field Notes 8
• Pencils
•  Whiteboard and 

marker Field Notes 8
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Notes 8 and pencils to the students. Have them fold in half, and turn to 
the inside. Write the italicized statements on the whiteboard and have the 
students fill them in on their Field Notes. Read Psalm 27:1 to the students. 
We can have courage because we know God is with us. Read Psalm 
124:1-5 to the students. David had courage because he knew God was 
on his side, and we can have that same courage knowing God is 
for us too. God is all-powerful. No one is greater than God, and no 
situation is too big for Him. Read Psalm 121:1-2 to the students. David 
knew he could rely on God to help him in the battle against Goliath. 
It pleases God when we rely on Him. Just as God helped David 
throughout his life, God helps us too. These three big truths help us 
know we can trust God in every situation. Have the students turn to the 
Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to remember 
God is with you, God is for you, and God will help you. Close with a 
prayer thanking God for His presence in our everyday life. Encourage the 
students to use the rock they made to remind them to keep their trust in 
God.

Field Notes 8

Take Note:

Go to www.D6teacher.com for additional resources for this 
age group.



A Heart for God
October 31, 2021 Lesson 9 Text: 2 Samuel 6:1-15; 7:1-29

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson is set around 1010 BC after Saul 
died and David became king. David brought 
the ark of God, which represented God’s pres-
ence, to Jerusalem, the capital and religious 
center of Israel. God’s promise to David con-
cerned the Savior God would send through 
the nation of Israel.

Lesson Objective:
David‘s desire to please God came from his love 
for Him. Please God by showing our love for 
Him through our words and actions.

Application Verse:
Psalm 105:4

Family Theme:
Blessings of Obedience

Bible Basics:
Encourage the students to learn the names and order of books nine through fourteen of 
the Old Testament (1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, and 1 and 2 Chronicles).
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q Five items

q Five bags

Option 2

q 20 small disposable cups

q Permanent marker

q Four index cards or scrap paper

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 9-1

q Man to role-play David

q Crown

DIG DEEPER
q TE 9-2

q Field Notes 9

q Pencils

APPLY IT
q TE 7-4

q Five Styrofoam or paper plates

q Permanent marker

q Pennies (at least one for each 
student)

q Ruler

LIVE IT
q TE 7-3c

q Field Notes 9



GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Before class, place one item in each bag to conceal 
it. Display the 
bags and ask 
for a volunteer 

to choose a bag and divide whatever 
is inside in half to share with another 
student. For the sake of example, the item 
of a stick of gum is used on how to lead 
in the discussion after a bag is opened 
and the item is split. Isn’t half better 
than nothing? Encourage response. Try to convince the students that half 
is better than no gum. Continue with the activity until all the bags have been 
opened and shared. After each item, I asked if having half was better 
than nothing. In some cases it is, but with our love for God it’s not 
good enough. We’ve learned the Bible tells us we are to love God 
with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength. Today we will learn if 
David loved God completely.

Before class, write on each cup a letter from this 
statement: 
Please God 
through love. 

Also on the four index cards or pieces of 
paper, write out the four words from that 
statement so the students will know how 
to correctly spell the words. Randomly 
place the cups around your room so they 
are both easily visible and a challenge to 
find the letters.

Divide the students into four teams, giving 
each one a word. When you say go, the first person in each team will search 
for the first letter to spell their team’s word. But the catch is that the team 
member must bring his or her cup to you before the next team member can 
search for the next letter. Emphasize this is not a race or contest. After the 
teams have found all the letters and formed their words, have the students 
read the statement aloud. Today we are going to learn more about 
David’s life by studying 2 Samuel 6-7. We will learn about David’s 
love for God was evident not only through his words, but also his 
actions.
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Option 1
Items Needed:
• F ive items (see side-

bar for suggestions)
• Five bags

Items Needed:
•  20 small disposable 

cups
• Permanent marker
•  Four index cards or 

scrap paper

Take Note:
Choose items that can easily 
be split in half without using 
scissors or a knife: granola bar, 
stick of gum, candy bar, deck of 
cards, a piece of construction 
paper, etc.

Option 2

Take Note:
The goal of these activities is 
to introduce the focus of the 
lesson to the students as well as 
providing opportunities for you to 
interact with them. It is important 
to create an environment in 
your classroom where there is 
excitement about learning God’s 
Word.



STUDY THE WORD
Before class, ask a male teenager or young adult to role-play King David. 
Give him a copy of TE 9-1a ahead of time 
to prepare. Cut apart the questions from 
TE 9-1b and give to the students so they 
can ask him the different questions. Place 
TE 9-1a in an area where the actor can 
easily refer to it.

Last week we learned David 
defeated the giant, Goliath. King 
Saul died and David is now king of Israel. King David wanted to 
bring the ark of the covenant to Jerusalem. The ark represented 
the presence of God and David wanted it in their center of worship. 
Today we have a friend who will role-play King David to help us 
learn more about him and his life. Let’s talk with him. Let the students 
ask him the questions in order.

1.  What do you think most people remember about you from the 
Bible? I think most people immediately remember the victory God gave 
me against Goliath. I told the giant, “I come in the name of the Lord, the 
God of the armies of Israel whom you have made fun of. This battle is the 
Lord’s and everyone will know it when He delivers you into my hands.” 
Someone had to stand up to that enemy of God’s people. No one mocks 
God or His people and wins. My purpose was to please God, not my 
brothers or King Saul.

2.  What happened when you stared to bring the ark of the 
covenant to where you were? After King Saul died and I became 
the king over Israel, I wanted to bring the ark of the covenant closer to 
me. So I gathered a large group of chosen men to go with me. They set 
the ark on a new cart and two men named Uzzah and Ahio guided it. As 
we were making our way back to Jerusalem, the oxen stumbled. When 
Uzzah put out his hand to steady the ark, God struck him dead right on 
the spot. I was afraid and even angry with God. I didn’t know how we 
would ever bring the ark to where I was. So we carried it into the house of 
Obededom and left it there.

3.  If the ark was so important to you and you were trying to please 
God, why would you just leave it there? Well, I didn’t leave it there 
forever. It was at his house for three months and God blessed him. So 
I decided I would try again. We brought the ark of the covenant into 
Jerusalem exactly the way God said. And when we arrived, we had a 
great celebration! People were playing instruments, shouting, and dancing 
throughout the city.

4.  Wouldn’t building a temple have been a better way to please 
God? That’s a great question. The truth is I wanted to build one. I looked 
around one day and thought, “Here I am sitting in this nice palace while 
the ark of God dwells in curtains.”  So I told God’s prophet, Nathan, about 
my idea. But God told Nathan that from the time He delivered His people 
from Egypt until then, He had not lived in a house. He had not complained 
or asked His prophets to build Him one. Nathan told me that God said, “I 
took you from taking care of My sheep to being the leader of My people. 
I have been with you and destroyed your enemies. I will make your name 
great. I will make one of your sons the king and he will be the one to build 
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Items Needed:
• TE 9-1
• Man to role-play David
• Crown

TE 9-1a

TE 9-1b



me a house, a temple for my name.”  I immediately praise God. I cried out 
in prayer and said, “Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my house that 
You have brought me this far? You are great and there is no God beside 
You. You are God and Your words are true. You have promised me this 
great thing and I know my house will be blessed forever.”  I followed 
God’s plan and thanked Him for His many blessings.

5.  How has your desire to please God changed your life? My desire 
to please God came out of a great need and love for Him. Whether I was 
on a hillside protecting sheep as a young shepherd boy or singing songs 
to God in my beautiful palace as king, I wanted to always please God. I 
loved Him with all my heart. I told God everything. I wrote many psalms of 
praise to God. If I had brought my harp, we could have sang one together. 
Maybe next time.

Be sure to have the students thank the person role-playing David before he 
leaves.

DIG DEEPER
Before class, copy Field Notes 9 so each student will have one. David 
loved God whether he was 
shepherding, fighting battles, or 
serving as king. He relied on God’s 
help and continually praised Him. 
Distribute Field Notes 9 and pencils to 
the students. Have them fold in half, and 
turn to the inside. Have the students 
follow along and fill in the blanks. Display 
TE 9-2. David loved God for who He 
is. Read or choose a student to read 2 Samuel 22:2-3 aloud. What did 
David say about who God is in these verses? Encourage response. 
David said God was his rock, fortress, and deliverer. David trusted 
God to protect him.

David loved God for how He helped him. Read or choose a student 
to read Psalm 63:7 aloud. How did God help David when he fought 
against Goliath? Encourage response. God helped David in many ways 
throughout his life.

David loved God and wanted to be near Him. Psalm 122:1 tells us 
David was glad when he went to the house of the Lord because he 
felt God’s presence there. Read or choose a student to read 2 Samuel 
6:15-17 aloud. What was David’s reaction when the ark of the Lord 
was brought into the Tabernacle? Encourage response. He was so 
happy that he leaped and danced.

David loved God because God listened to him. Read or choose a 
student to read 2 Samuel 22:7 aloud. What does this verse tell us about 
God? Encourage response. God hears our cries.

If time allows, let the students complete the crossword puzzle on the right 
side of their Field Notes.
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Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Uzzah’s death emphasized how 
important it is to do exactly what 
God says to do. The Bible is 
God’s Word; it gives us God’s 
instructions.

Items Needed:
• TE 9-2
• Field Notes 9
• Pencils

TE 9-2

Field Notes 9



APPLY IT
Before class, divide the application verse into five sections and write one 
of those sections on a plate. Display TE 
7-4 and review the application verse with 
the students. We have been learning 
David’s words about seeking God 
and His strength. He sought God’s 
presence as a young shepherd boy, 
a young man going up against an 
intimidating giant, and as king of 
Israel. God said David was a man 
after His own heart (Acts 13:22). We 
can follow his example and seek 
God’s guidance and leadership in 
our lives too. Let’s say our verse 
again. Arrange the five plates on the 
floor and use a ruler as a starting line. Have a student come forward and try 
to toss a penny onto the first plate. If he or she makes it, have all students 
jump up and down. Let the next student try to toss his or her penny onto the 
second set of words. If a student tosses a penny and misses the plate, have 
all the students say the verse together. Continue until all the plates have 
pennies on them. Be sure the plates are far enough away from the starting 
line that it is a challenge for the students, but not impossible.

LIVE IT
So the takeaway from David’s life is not to say he was a great 
shepherd, warrior, or king, but 
rather how a God full of grace and 
love honors a life that desires to 
please Him. Display TE 7-3c. Today 
we learned learned from David’s 
example that we please God with 
our love. How do we show God our 
love? Encourage response. We show 
our love for God through our thoughts and words because those 
lead to how we act. When we love Him, we seek His presence and 
worship Him. So what was it about David that desired to please God 
and how can we do that too? David recognized his need for God. Do 
you go through your day or week recognizing your need for God and 
not just go to Him when you need His help? Do you take the time to 
talk to Him and learn about Him or do you just do that on Sunday? 
If we truly love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, our 
desire will be to think, say, and do things that please Him.

Have the students turn to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your 
Next Step is to please God by showing our love for Him through our 
words and actions. Close with a prayer thanking God for His love for us 
and for the example of David as someone who had a heart for Him.
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Items Needed:
• TE 7-4
•  Five Styrofoam or 

paper plates
• Permanent marker
•  Pennies (at least one 

for each student)
• Ruler

Items Needed:
• TE 7-3c
• Field Notes 9

TE 7-4

TE 7-3c

Field Notes 9



Confess and Repent

November 7, 2021 Lesson 10 Text: 2 Samuel 11:1-12:25

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson is set around 995 BC, later in 
David’s reign as king of Israel. This account 
illustrates the truth that all have sinned and 
fallen short of God’s perfect standard.

Lesson Objective:
King David repented of his sin and asked for 
God’s forgiveness. Be aware of the Holy Spir-
it’s conviction (making us aware of our sin) and 
choose to confess and repent of our sin.

Application Verse:
Psalm 105:4

Family Theme:
Necessity of Repentance

GET STARTED
Option 1

q TE 10-1

q Whiteboard and marker

Option 2

q An empty glass jar with a lid

q Water

q One penny

q Table or desk

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 10-2

q TE 10-3

q TE 10-4

q TE 10-5

q TE 10-6

q Field Notes 10

q Pencils

DIG DEEPER
q TE 7-3d

q TE 10-7

APPLY IT
q TE 7-4

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 10

Bible Basics:
Review 1 John 1:9 with the students.
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GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Read the story from TE 10-1 aloud to the students. 
Also it might 
be helpful to 
write some of 

the main characters and points from the 
story on the whiteboard. For example, 
write sister and brother when introducing 
the characters. Under sister write: kind 
and obedient and under brother write: 
troublemaker. In large bold letters, write 
repenting of sin when mentioned and underline the phrase each time it is 
mentioned.

Which character do you think repented and why? Encourage response. 
This is very important to allow time for students to give reasons. This will help 
you understand their understanding of how one comes to Christ.

This story is about two make believe characters, but it reminds us of 
many people. Your sins will not be forgiven because of something 
you do, whether good or bad. It’s all about what Jesus did through 
His death and resurrection. It pleases God when we confess, which 
means to agree with God that what we did was sin, and when we 
repent, which means to turn away from sin. We’ve been learning 
about David, a man after God’s own heart, these past few weeks. 
But even though David obeyed, trusted in, and loved God, he wasn’t 
perfect. Today we will learn about a time when David made some 
wrong choices, and we will see if he made the right choice to repent.

Do you think I can hide this penny with this 
clear jar? Hold 
up the clear 

jar and let the students look closely at 
it. Encourage response. Then fill the jar 
completely with water and secure the lid 
tightly. Place the penny on the desk and 
put the jar on top of the penny. Have the 
students then look through the jar filled 
with water (the lid must stay on), and they 
will not be able to see the penny. Lift up 
the jar to show the students the penny 
is still underneath the jar. There is a 
science term called refraction where 
the image of the penny is refracted, or bent by the water and the 
jar, making it unable to be seen from the outside. This experiment 
reminds me that we cannot hide our sin from God. You might think 
God can’t see it, but He can. The Bible tells us we are to confess our 
sin, which means to agree with God that what we did was sin, and 
repent, which means to turn away from sin. We’ve been learning 
about David, a man after God’s own heart, these past few weeks. 
Today we will learn about a time when David tried to hide his sin 
from God. We will find out if he confessed and repented of his sin.
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Option 1
Items Needed:
• TE 10-1
•  Whiteboard and 

marker (optional)

Items Needed:
•  An empty glass jar 

with a lid (e.g., mason 
jar, pickle jar)

• Water (to fill jar)
• One penny
• Table or desk

Option 2

TE 10-1



STUDY THE WORD
Before class, copy Field Notes 10 so each student will have one. We 
have learned David loved God and 
pleased Him in many ways. But today 
we will learn about a time when King 
David went against God’s rules and 
the series of events that led to a 
terrible consequence.

Display TE 10-2 and point to the different 
people. King David saw a beautiful 
woman named Bathsheba, but she 
was already married to a man named Uriah. He was a soldier who 
was away fighting for King David. Because David wanted his way 
more than God’s way, he had Bathsheba brought to his house and 
he treated her like his wife. He tried to hide his sin by bringing Uriah 
back home from war. But things didn’t go as King David planned, so 
he sent Uriah back to fight. He also wrote a letter to the commander 
of the army, Joab, to put Uriah at the front lines where the battle 
was most violent and then pull back. Joab did as the king demanded 
and Uriah was killed, along with some of the other Israelite soldiers. 
After the time of mourning for Uriah’s death was over, David brought 
Bathsheba to his palace to become his wife. King David thought he 
had hidden and covered up his sin. But he was very wrong. Who do 
you think knew about what David had done? Encourage response. 
Yes, God did.

Display TE 10-3. God sent a prophet named Nathan to King David. 
Nathan told the king this story: There were two men in a certain 
town. One was very rich and owned many sheep and cattle. The 
other was very poor and had one little lamb. The poor man loved 
that one lamb and cuddled it like a baby. The lamb ate and drank 
with the poor man and grew up alongside his children. The lamb 
was like part of his family. But one day, a guest came to the rich 
man’s house. Rather than kill one of his own sheep, he took the 
only sheep the poor man had, killed it, and served it to his guest. 
How do you think King David reacted when he heard this sad story? 
Encourage response. Display TE 10-4. King David was furious. Read 
or have a student read 2 Samuel 12:5-6 aloud to the students. Display TE 
10-5. Nathan pointed to King David and said he was that man. He 
told David God said, “I have anointed you as king and protected 
you from Saul. I gave you the kingdoms of Israel and Judah. I would 
have given you much more. Why have you sinned against me? You 
murdered Uriah and took his only wife to be your own. Your sin will 
be punished.”

King David had two choices: to ignore God or to repent of his sin. 
Display TE 10-5. David chose to repent. He confessed, “I have sinned 
against God.” In Psalm 51, King David wrote about the sorrow of 
his sin and how it haunted him day and night. He prayed for God’s 
mercy and unfailing love. He begged for forgiveness and asked God 
to give him a clean heart and remove the stain of his sin and guilt. 
Nathan assured him God would forgive him. King David had to live 
with the consequences of his sin, but he was grateful for God’s 
grace and forgiveness.
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Items Needed:
• TE 10-2—TE 10-5
• Field Notes 10
• Pencils

TE 10-2

TE 10-3

TE 10-4

TE 10-5

TE 10-6



Distribute Field Notes 10 and pencils to the students. Have them fold in half, 
and turn to the inside. Allow time for the students to answer the questions 
about the lesson.

DIG DEEPER
Before class, cut apart the hearts from TE 10-7. Do any of you remember 
what sin is? Encourage response. 
Display the first heart from TE 10-7. Sin 
is anything we think, say, or do that 
goes against God’s way. Display 
the second heart from TE 10-7. When 
Jesus died on the cross, He took 
the punishment for our sin—past, 
present, and future. Display the third 
heart from TE 10-7. When David confessed and repented of his sin, 
God forgave his sin. God made his heart clean. David’s sin was 
forgiven, but he still suffered the consequences of his sin.

Display TE 7-3d. While we don’t please God through our sin, we do 
please Him with our repentance. Remember repent means to turn 
away from sin. The Bible tells us we all sin. But it also tells us that, 
as followers of Jesus, when we confess and repent of our sin, He is 
faithful and just to forgive us (1 John 1:9).

APPLY IT
David was a man after God’s own heart. He loved God and lived his 
life in ways that pleased Him. So 
how did David go from that person 
to the one who made so many wrong 
choices? It probably did not happen 
overnight. It is likely that he started 
drifting away from God before he 
saw Bathsheba. Our application 
verse reminds us that we are to make time with God a daily priority. 
Display TE 7-4 and review the application verse with the students by having 
them say it with you. The story of King David we learned about today 
is a good reminder that none of us is above falling into sin, and 
we are to constantly be on guard against temptation. It’s also a 
good example of how one wrong choice often leads to other wrong 
choices. Divide the students into two groups. Have one group say the verse 
and the other group echo the words back to them. They can say the verse 
in sections if that is easier. Then reverse the groups and allow the second 
group to say the verse and the first group echo the words.
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Field Notes 10

Items Needed:
• TE 7-3d
• TE 10-7

Items Needed:
• TE 7-4

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

The consequences David 
experienced because of His sin 
demonstrate how sin brings 
death and destruction into the 
world. The forgiveness God 
extended to David reminds us 
that God offers salvation and 
forgiveness through faith in 
Jesus Christ.

TE 7-3d

TE 10-7

TE 7-4



LIVE IT
Today we learned about the necessity of repentance. We are no 
different from King David when it 
comes to our sin. We all sin, and 
many times we think we can hide our 
sin from God and others. While we 
might be able to hide it from others 
for a while, we can never hide our sin 
from God.

When King David was confronted with his sin, he made the right 
choice to confess and repent of it. Do any of you remember what it 
means to confess our sin? Encourage response. It means we agree 
with God that what we did was sin. When we realize we have sinned, 
we shouldn’t make excuses or try to blame others for our actions. 
We must choose to repent, or turn away from our sin. We must want 
to change our actions, but know that consequences are a result of 
our sin. David was not a perfect man and neither are we. We can 
learn from his example how we please God through the repentance 
of our sin. God is too holy to let us get away with our sin, and He 
loves us too much to let that sin separate us from Him.

Have the students turn to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your 
Next Step is to be aware of the Holy Spirit’s conviction (making us 
aware of our sin) and choose to confess and repent of your sin. Close 
with prayer, asking God to help you recognize the sin in your life as well as 
honestly confess the sin and ask for His help in turning away from that sin.
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Items Needed:
• Field Notes 10

Field Notes 10

Are you on Facebook? Join the D6 Curriculum 
Teachers group, a place of community for you to share 
stories, ask questions, get advice, and engage in con-
versations with other D6 curriculum teachers.



Missing the Mark

November 14, 2021 Lesson 11 Text: Romans 1:16-32

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson is set around 57 AD during the 
time when Nero was emperor of the Roman 
empire. Paul and others were taking the 
gospel to the Gentiles as Jesus had com-
manded them to do.

Lesson Objective:
Sin causes us to miss the mark of God’s holy 
standard. Live your life so others can see God’s 
grace in it.

Application Verse:
John 14:6

Family Theme:
The Curse of Sin

Bible Basics:
What is sin? Sin is anything we think, say, or do that goes against God’s way.
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GET STARTED
Option 1

q Basket

q Foam ball or wad of paper

Option 2

q A bucket or large bowl

q Miscellaneous items of different 
weights

q Water

q Towel

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 11-1

q TE 11-2

q Field Notes 11

q Pencils

DIG DEEPER
q TE 11-3

APPLY IT
q TE 11-4a

q TE 11-5

q TE 11-6

q Field Notes 11

q Pencils

q Whiteboard and marker

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 11



GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Begin by setting the basket for an easy target 
and ask for 
a student 

volunteer to try to toss the ball or 
paper into the basket. Ask for a second 
volunteer to do the same, but before he 
or she tosses the ball, move the basket 
so it is somewhat harder to hit. Ask for 
a third volunteer, but explain that he or 
she will need to aim for the trashcan in 
an area of your church that would be absolutely impossible to make. Feel 
free to open the classroom door, but tell the volunteer that he or she must 
stay in the classroom. The student should tell you it is impossible to do. Just 
as it is absolutely impossible for (name of the last student volunteer) 
to make the basket from inside our classroom, it is impossible for 
us to have a right relationship with God without Jesus. Why is it 
impossible? Because we all sin, and God cannot be with sin. Do any 
of you remember what sin is? Encourage response. Sin is anything we 
think, say, or do that goes against God’s way. Because of sin, we fail 
to live according to God’s standard of holiness. But because God 
is wise, loving, and kind, He shows grace to all of us. Do any of you 
know what grace is? Encourage response. Grace is undeserved favor. 
Today and these next couple of weeks, we are going to learn about 
God’s grace by studying the book of Romans in the New Testament.

Before class, place a towel on the table and place 
the bucket or 
bowl on it. Fill 

the container with water (no more than 
half full) and have the items next to it. 
Display the different items and have the 
students vote whether or not they think 
the item will cause a ripple when dropped 
into the water. One at a time, drop each 
item into the water and let the students 
see if there was a ripple effect.

Did you think that all the items 
would cause a ripple or change in 
the water? Encourage response. This 
experiment reminds me of the ripple effect of sin. Many people 
think sin only affects them. Listen to what Paul writes about our sin 
and how it not only separates us from a right relationship with God, 
but also how it affects those around us.
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Option 1
Items Needed:
• Basket (or trash can)
•  Foam ball or wad of 

paper

Items Needed:
• A bucket or large bowl
•  Miscellaneous items 

of different weights 
(see sidebar for 
suggestions)

• Water
• Towel

Option 2

Suggestions of items: cotton 
ball, rock, spoon, safety pin, 
small eraser, Lego®, pen)



STUDY THE WORD
Before class, copy Field Notes 11 so each student will have one. Also, cut 
apart the arrows from TE 11-2. As you 
teach, place the arrows away from the 
target to repetitively enforce how we miss 
the mark of God’s holiness and standards 
(the bull’s-eye).

The Holy Spirit inspired Paul to 
write this letter almost 2000 years 
ago to the Christians living in the 
city of Rome. Paul wanted to come 
visit them and was probably on his third missionary journey, but 
was unable to come. So he wrote and sent them this very important 
letter. In Romans 1:16, Paul introduced and emphasized the reason 
for his letter: it’s all about the gospel. He was not ashamed of the 
gospel—the good news about Jesus and His death and resurrection. 
God saves those who believe and put their trust in Jesus from their 
sin. So Paul began his letter showing sin’s destructiveness and 
danger. We must see our condition of sin to realize our need for 
grace, our need for a Savior named Jesus Christ.

One of the ways we can describe sin is missing the mark. When we 
sin, we miss the mark or we fail to meet God’s way or His standard 
of holiness. Picture God’s way as the target. We want to hit the 
bulls-eye. When we sin, we miss the bulls-eye or maybe even the 
target completely. Display TE 11-1 so the arrows can be easily added with 
each statement. Distribute Field Notes 11 and pencils to the students. Have 
them fold in half, and turn to the inside. Allow the students to fill in the blanks 
on their Field Notes.

Add TE 11-2a to TE 11-1. Sin causes separation from God (Romans 
6:23). Have you ever wondered why God makes such a big deal 
out of sin? It is because He is holy, which means He is without 
sin. Because of God’s holiness, our sin separates us from Him. In 
Romans 6:23, God makes it very clear that the payment for sin is 
death. That doesn’t mean that when you tell a lie you will drop dead. 
It is referring to a spiritual death, which is that separation from God.

Add TE 11-2b to TE 11-1. Sin controls the way we think and, 
therefore, how we act (Romans 6:16). Sin changes our desires and 
actions. Instead of thinking about pleasing God, we think about 
what we want. Remember David and Bathsheba? David was more 
concerned about what he wanted instead of following God’s way.

Add TE 11-2c to TE 11-1. Sin brings bad consequences (Ephesians 
5:6). When we choose to go against God, it’s like we have shaken 
our fists at God and said, “I can do whatever I want and get 
away with it.”  We have to learn there is a consequence for our 
disobedience so we will not want to do that again. Even if we do not 
get caught or suffer immediate consequences, it is taking us away 
from God, which is a consequence in itself.

Add TE 11-2d to TE 11-1. Sin not only affects us, but also others 
(Genesis 3:14-19). The devil wants us to believe that our sin is only 
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Items Needed:
• TE 11-1—TE 11-2
• Field Notes 11
• Pencils

TE 11-1

TE 11-2



affecting us, but that’s a lie from the father of lies. What are some 
examples of a person’s sin from the Bible that affected more than 
just him or her? Encourage response. Just last week we learned about 
David’s sin with Bathsheba—his sin affected those around him. The 
same is true of our sin.

Point to the different arrows. All of these arrows missed the mark of 
God’s holiness and standard. Because of our sin, we need God’s 
grace.

DIG DEEPER
Roman culture viewed Christians as weak, unimportant, and 
basically the losers of society. 
Paul encouraged the believers in 
Rome through his letters to not 
be ashamed of the gift of their 
salvation, but to continue to share 
the gospel at every opportunity. He 
reminded the Christians that while 
the gospel reveals the righteousness of God, He makes Himself 
known to the world through His creation. Read or choose a student 
to read Romans 1:20 aloud. Display TE 11-3. We can see God’s great 
power through the universe. He is the builder of everything (Hebrews 
3:4). We see it through His creation of the heavens and the earth 
(Genesis 1:1). The way God created the human body is also another 
example of His amazing power (Psalm 139:13-14). Each person’s 
DNA is unique and our brain can process more than a million 
messages a second, reason, produce feelings, and so much more. 
The unbelievers in Rome chose to worship false gods. They thought 
they were wise, when, in fact, the Bible says they were fools (Romans 
1:22).

APPLY IT
Before class, cut apart the pieces from TE 11-4. Also, cut apart the strips 
from TE 11-6 and write the numbers 1-7 
on the whiteboard. Place the pieces from 
TE 11-6 face up so they are in the correct 
order of the verse. Today we learned 
are all born with the curse of sin. 
Display TE 11-4a. We all need God’s 
grace. Thankfully, He gives it to us. 
We will learn more about His grace 
next week. But we must remember 
these truths about how sin affects 
our lives as a reminder to choose 
God’s way over our way. Instruct the 
students to personalize each statement 
by writing his or her name above each arrow.

Paul told many people about the saving grace of Jesus. The gospel 
is the unifying theme throughout Scripture. Display TE 11-5 and 
introduce the application verse to the students by reading it to them. These 
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Items Needed:
• TE 11-3

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

The creation we see around 
us points to a divine, powerful 
creator. God created the 
universe and everything in it.

Items Needed:
• TE 11-4a
• TE 11-5—TE 11-6
• Field Notes 11
• Pencils
•  Whiteboard and 

marker

TE 11-3

TE 11-4a

TE 11-5



words that Jesus spoke clearly tell us He is our only way to have 
forgiveness of our sin. He is the truth and we are to live our lives by 
His Word. He is the One who gives us eternal life in Heaven. Let’s 
say our verse together. Allow the students to say the verse with you as 
you point to the words on the strips from TE 11-6. Have the students choose 
a number between 1-7 and turn the piece that corresponds to that number 
so it is facedown. Erase the number from the whiteboard. Say the verse 
again. Have the students choose one of the remaining numbers and continue 
turning the corresponding numbered piece until all of the pieces are face 
down.

LIVE IT
What do you think most people 
think about their own sin? Encourage 
response. Many people justify their 
sin by telling themselves that it is 
no big deal, their sin isn’t as bad 
as another person’s sin, or that 
everyone sins, so what can you do? 
Are those right or wrong views of sin? Encourage response. Sin is 
wrong, no matter how big or small we think it is. And while it is true 
that everyone sins, we shouldn’t use that as an excuse to continue 
in our sin. God hates sin, but loves you and wants a relationship 
with you. Understanding and seeing our sin is the beginning of 
wanting God to take away our sin. There is nothing God’s grace 
cannot cover. Knowing this, think about ways others can see God’s 
grace in you. Have the students turn to the Next Step section on their Field 
Notes. Your Next Step is to live your life so others can see God’s 
grace in it. Close with a prayer asking God to help you show grace to 
others just as He shows grace to us.
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TE 11-6

Items Needed:
• Field Notes 11

Field Notes 11

Field Notes 11

Splink is a simple way to link your family 
together spiritually. Through FREE weekly emails 
packed with ideas, Splink helps you and your 
family engage in conversation. Whether it’s 
making memories or having fun together, Splink 
allows you to capture those teachable moments 

to impress spiritual truths and life lessons on your kids. No 
matter where you are, there’s always time to Splink!

Sign up for Splink at D6family.com/Splink.



A Changed Heart
November 21, 2021 Lesson 12 Text: Romans 3:10-26; Luke 19

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

This lesson affirms a truth found all through 
the Scriptures. God planned before creation 
to send His Son to pay the penalty for our 
sins. He offers salvation to every person 
through faith in His Son Jesus. There is no 
other way to be saved.

Lesson Objective:
Zacchaeus’ heart and life was changed because 
of Jesus. Share with someone how Jesus chang-
es hearts.

Application Verse:
John 14:6

Family Theme:
The Only Cure for Sin

GET STARTED
Option 1

q TE 12-1

Option 2

q Grape Kool-Aid

q Two-quart pitcher

q Once cup of bleach and one cup 
of water in a jar

q Two cups of water in two 
separate jars

q Wooden spoon

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 12-2

q TE 12-3

q TE 12-4

DIG DEEPER
q Field Notes 12

q Pencils

APPLY IT
q TE 11-5

q TE 12-5

q Field Notes 12

LIVE IT
q TE 11-4b

q Field Notes 12

Bible Basics:
Learn John 14:6 with the students.
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GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Explain to the students that you are going to give 
a scenario, 
and they are 
to tell you who 

is needed to fix the problem. Read the 
scenarios from TE 12-1. The answer is 
provided as well.

Notice that for all these problems, you needed a specific person to 
fix it. Last week we learned we all have a sin problem. Who do we 
need to fix that problem? Encourage response. Yes, we need Jesus. 
Today we will learn about a man named Zacchaeus who learned 
Jesus was the only cure for his sin.

Before class, put the Kool-Aid and one cup of 
the water in 
the two-quart 
pitcher. Display 

the container so the students can see the 
dark liquid. This mixture represents 
our dark hearts, filled with sin. 
Romans 3:23 tells us everyone has 
sinned, and if it were not for God’s 
grace, we would all die in our sinful 
condition. But God made a way for 
us to have a right relationship with 
Him. Display the bleach-water mixture. 
This jar represents the answer to 
our sin problem. Pour the bleach and 
water mixture into the Kool-Aid and stir 
until the liquid is clear. Through God’s grace, He provided forgiveness 
of our sin through Jesus’ death on the cross. This is just a science 
experiment showing the power of bleach, but it is a good reminder 
of how the power of Jesus cleanses our sin when we come to Him. 
Today we will learn about a man named Zacchaeus who learned 
Jesus was the only cure for his sin.

STUDY THE WORD
In Romans 3, Paul writes about an issue in the church where some 
people thought they could follow 
a list of rules to get to Heaven. 
In the Old Testament, God gave 
His people the Law—over 600 
commandments the people were to 
follow. The most well known is the 
Ten Commandments. Some of the 
religious leaders also added thousands of new rules to clarify or 
interpret the original 613 commandments. God’s Law showed how 
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Option 1
Items Needed:
• TE 12-1

Items Needed:
• Grape Kool-Aid
• Two-quart pitcher
•  Once cup of bleach 

and one cup of water 
in a jar

•  Two cups of water in 
two separate jars

• Wooden spoon

Option 2

Take Note:
The story of Zacchaeus is given 
to show not only how he found 
the cure for sin when he came 
to Jesus but also how it changed 
him.

Items Needed:
• TE 12-2—TE 12-4

TE 12-1



much we needed a Savior, Jesus Christ. God showed grace when He 
sent His only Son to die on the cross for our sin. Jesus is the only 
cure for our sin.

The Bible tells about a tax collector named Zacchaeus who came 
to know Jesus. Most people during Zacchaeus’ time hated tax 
collectors because when they collected the taxes, they took 
more money than was required by the government and kept it for 
themselves. They were very rich, but had few friends.

Display TE 12-2. When Jesus went to the town of Jericho, many 
people wanted to see Him. One of the people who wanted to see 
Jesus was Zacchaeus. But he was very, very short and unable to see 
Him in the crowd. So Zacchaeus ran ahead of Jesus and climbed a 
tree on the side of the road and waited for Jesus to pass.

Display TE 12-3. Now Jesus had never met Zacchaeus, but when He 
walked by where he was, Jesus looked up, called him by name, and 
told him to come down from the tree. Jesus told Zacchaeus they 
were going to his house to talk. What do you think Zacchaeus did? 
Encourage response. He quickly climbed down and the two went to 
his house. Now, how do you think the other people thought and 
felt when they saw what happened? Encourage response. They were 
not happy. They could not believe Jesus was going to the house of 
someone they considered a terrible sinner. In their minds, they did 
not realize they, too, were sinners. Jesus told the people He came to 
seek and save those who were lost (Luke 19:10).

Display TE 12-4. After Jesus’ visit with Zacchaeus, the tax collector’s 
heart was changed. He said, “I will give half my wealth to the poor. I 
will give all the money back to the people I’ve taken too much from, 
and I will give them more than I took.” Zacchaeus knew he had 
sinned and there was only One who could save him—Jesus.

DIG DEEPER
Before class, copy Field Notes 12 so each student will have one. Distribute 
Field Notes 12 and pencils to the 
students. Have them fold in half, and turn 
to the inside. Allow time for the students 
to read the sentences and circle if they 
are true or false. Be sure to check the 
students’ answers to make sure they 
are correct. Zacchaeus wasn’t the 
only tax collector Jesus spent time 
with. Throughout His ministry, Jesus ate with and spent time with 
people who were considered sinners. This was one of the things the 
Pharisees continuously brought up when they were plotting against 
Him. But do any of you remember which one of Jesus’ disciples 
was also a tax collector? Encourage response. Read Matthew 9:9-13 to 
the students. This was the first written time the Pharisees started to 
notice there was something different about Jesus. We learn through 
the story of Zacchaeus that no matter what anyone thought about 
him, his salvation was worth Jesus’ time. Jesus feels the same about 
us.
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Items Needed:
• Field Notes 12
• Pencils
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APPLY IT
Before class, cut apart the pieces from TE 12-5 and place them face down.
Jesus showed us that no matter who 
we are, He loves us enough to meet 
us where we are and walk with us. 
Zacchaeus was a thief and a sinner, 
yet Jesus made a point to stop and 
talk with him. Just being around 
Jesus for that short period of time 
changed Zacchaeus. When we seek 
Jesus, we can trust He will meet our 
very need and change our lives too.

Display TE 11-5 and review the application verse to the students by having 
them say it with you. Have the students look at the right side of their Field 
Notes. Jesus didn’t claim to be a way, a truth, and a life. He said He 
is the way, the truth, and the life. He is the only way of salvation. The 
world will try to convince you there are many ways to have eternal 
life in Heaven, but God’s Word tells us it is possible only through 
Jesus. Choose a piece from TE 12-5 and read it aloud. Have the students 
that it described say the verse as a group. End the activity by having all the 
students say the verse together.

LIVE IT
Display TE 11-4b. Today we learned God’s grace is shown through 
Jesus. Everyone hated Zacchaeus 
because of how he mistreated them. 
We know Jesus showed His love 
to all people when He lived on this 
earth. It didn’t matter what they 
did or how they looked. Zacchaeus 
didn’t deserve for Jesus to stop and 
meet with him, but God showed 
His grace to him. What did Zacchaeus do to get rid of his sin? 
Encourage response. How do we know Zacchaeus had a change of 
heart? Encourage response. Do we deserve God’s grace any more 
than Zacchaeus did? Encourage response. No, we are just as much 
of a sinner as Zacchaeus was. Who did Jesus say He came to save? 
Encourage response. Who are the lost? Encourage response. Zacchaeus 
was and so are we until we come to Jesus. When was the last time 
you thanked God for His saving grace? Allow time for the students 
to think about their answer. Zacchaeus’ heart and life was changed 
forever that day. How has your heart and life been changed because 
of Jesus? Allow time for the students to think about their answer. Who is 
someone with whom you can show the love of Jesus or tell about 
His love for them? Encourage response. Have the students turn to the 
Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to share with 
someone how Jesus changes hearts. Close with a prayer thanking God 
for His grace and His gift of Jesus.
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Items Needed:
• TE 11-5
• TE 12-5
• Field Notes 12

Items Needed:
• TE 11-4b
• Field Notes 12

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

Jesus’ claim to be the only 
way to the Father indicates 
that we cannot save 
ourselves; we need a 
Savior.

Field Notes 12

TE 11-4b

TE 11-5

TE 12-5



The Gift of Grace
November 28, 2021 Lesson 13 Text: Romans 5:1-21

How it fits:
Where this lesson fits in the story of 
the Bible

Paul wrote this letter to Christians in Rome 
around 57 AD. He wrote from Corinth 
during his third missionary journey taking 
the gospel to Gentiles who needed to hear.

Lesson Objective:
God offers grace to us through Jesus. Accept 
God’s gift of grace and grow your relationship 
with Him.

Application Verse:
John 14:6

Family Theme:
Justified by Faith

GET STARTED
Option 1

q TE 13-1

q Five items or pictures of five items 
that you know the price of

q Cardstock

Option 2

q TE 13-2

q Scissors

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 13-3

q TE 13-4

q Field Notes 13

q Pencils

q Treats

q Gift bag

DIG DEEPER
q TE 13-5

APPLY IT
q TE 11-4c

q TE 11-5

q Ping-Pong ball

LIVE IT
q Field Notes 13

q Gift bag with treats

Bible Basics:
Review the names and order of books nine through fourteen of the Old Testament (1 and 
2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, and 1 and 2 Chronicles).
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GET STARTED
Choose one of these two options to help students transition into 
the classroom and get started with the lesson.

Before class, fold the cardstock in half (like a tent) 
so it will stand 
up. Write the 

name of the item or glue the picture of 
the item to the outside of the cardstock. 
Below the item, write an amount either 
higher or lower than the actual cost. On 
the inside (where the students cannot 
see it) write the actual cost of the item. 
Fold TE 13-1 on the solid line. Place the 
cards so the students can see them, and 
place TE 13-1 at the end. Point to each 
card and ask the students to decide if 
they think the actual cost is higher or 
lower than the amount on the card. Each time have the students separate 
into two groups (those that think the cost is higher and those that think the 
cost is lower). Open the card to reveal the actual cost. Continue until all the 
cards have been guessed. We can never buy our way into Heaven. God 
sent His Son Jesus into the world to pay the price required for sin. 
Today we will learn about what God’s Word says His gift of grace 
and eternal life for us.

Before class, cut apart the pieces from TE 13-2 
and place them 
face up where 

all the students can see them. Allow 
the students to work together to match 
the character to the movie (answers are 
provided in the sidebar). What do all 
the characters have in common? 
Encourage response. These characters 
all display joy and positivity in their lives. As we choose to follow 
Jesus and accept His gift of grace, others should see those same 
characteristics in our lives. Today we are going to learn more about 
God’s gift of grace.

STUDY THE WORD
Before class, copy TE 13-3, and cut apart the tickets. The number of tickets 
will depend on the number of students 
in your class. You will give out the tickets 
throughout the class to help the students 
understand that we are made right with 
God by faith, not by earning it. The goal is 
for no student to earn 100 points. Also, 
put the treats in the gift bag and close so 
the students cannot see inside. Cut apart 
the gifts from TE 13-4. Place the gifts on 

Option 1
Items Needed:
• TE 13-1
•  Five items or pictures 

of five items that you 
know the price of (see 
sidebar)

• Cardstock

Items Needed:
• TE 13-2
• Scissors

Option 2
Answers

The Adventures of Winnie the 
Pooh (Tigger)

Finding Nemo (Dory)

Up (Russell)

Frozen (Olaf)

The Muppet Movie (Fozzie)

Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs (Happy)

Aladdin (Genie)

The Jungle Book (Baloo)

Cars (Mater)

Inside Out (Joy)

Items Needed:
• TE 13-3—TE 13-4
• Field Notes 13
• Pencils
•  Treats (one treat for 

each student)
• Gift bag
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top of each other so TE 13-4a is first and TE 13-4e is last. Copy Field Notes 
13 so each student will have one.

We have been reading through Paul’s letter to the believers in Rome 
in the book of Romans. Today we are going to learn what he says 
about the peace we can have because of our right relationship with 
God. I will be giving away tickets during the class. Anyone who can 
earn 100 points by the end of class will choose a prize from this bag. 
Display the bag with the treats. Distribute Field Notes 13 and pencils to the 
students. Have them fold in half, and turn to the inside. Have the students fill 
in the blanks as you talk about each gift God gives us.

Have any of you ever received a big gift that had other gifts inside 
of it? Encourage response. That is like grace. Do any of you remember 
what grace is? Encourage response. Grace is undeserved favor. We 
learn in Romans 5 about this amazing gift God gives us. Give two 
tickets to two different students.

Display TE 13-4a. We have peace with God when we accept His gift of 
grace (Romans 5:1-2). When we put our faith in Jesus, we no longer 
have to worry about God’s judgment for our sin. We can have peace 
knowing our sin is gone.

Display TE 13-4b. God gives us a wonderful gift when we believe in 
and accept Jesus as our Savior: His Holy Spirit (Romans 5:3-5). When 
problems come, He comforts and helps us. He uses those situations 
to help us develop patience and hope. He guides us in the right way 
and will help us when we are tempted to sin. We can ask for His 
help any time. Give two tickets to two different students.

Display TE 13-4c. Jesus’ death on the cross was proof of God’s great 
love for every single one of us (Romans 5:6-8). God’s love is not 
based on how we act, how we look, or who we are. Romans 5:8 tells 
us God loved us while we were still sinners.

Paul introduces us to a word you may not be familiar with—justified. 
Do any of you know what that word means? Encourage response. 
Justified means to be made right; it’s as if had never sinned. We 
are made right with God through the blood of Jesus. Display TE 
13-4d. Through the disobedience of one man, Adam, we were 
all condemned to eternal separation from God. But through the 
obedience of one man, Jesus, we are given the gift of righteousness 
(Romans 5:17-19). What word do you see in righteousness? Encourage 
response. Right. We could never be good enough or do enough good 
things to be right with Jesus. But Jesus changed that. Give tickets to 
the students. Remember the goal is for no student to get 100 points.

Display TE 13-4e. Because of God’s grace, we can have the gift of 
eternal life (Romans 5:21). Not only can we have a close relationship 
with God now, but we will also live with Him forever in Heaven. That 
is a beautiful gift!
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DIG DEEPER
Before class, cut apart the pieces from TE 13-5. Use the example provided 
on TE 13-5 as a guide for placing 
the pieces. Display TE 13-5a. This 
rectangle represents our perfect and 
holy God. Place TE 13-5b next to TE 13-
5a, but leave space between the two (just 
wide enough for TE 13-5c to be placed). 
This rectangle represents us. Place TE 
13-5c vertically between the two horizontal rectangles. When Adam and 
Eve disobeyed God, sin entered the world and that sin separates 
us from God. Place TE 13-5d over TE 13-5c. Jesus, who is perfect and 
never sinned, took the punishment for our sin and made a way for 
us to be reconciled with God. His grace saves us.

APPLY IT
Refer to TE 11-4a and TE 11-4b. We have learned we all need God’s 
grace and God’s grace is shown 
through Jesus. Display TE 11-4c. 
Today we learned God’s grace is a 
gift. We can live a life of joy because 
of the free gift of grace we have 
through Jesus. He is the only way 
we have forgiveness of the sin that 
separates us from God and brings 
us back together with Him. Display TE 
11-5 and review the application verse to the students by having them say it 
with you. Jesus tells us in His own words that He is the way, the truth, 
and the life. It is through Him we are reconciled with God. Divide the 
students into two teams. Explain that just as a Ping-Pong ball bounces from 
side to side, you will move the ball (or just point with your finger) from one 
side to another. The ball will never leave your hand, but just be used as a 
visual aid as to which side will say the next word of the verse. Begin with one 
side saying the first word and then the other side will say the second word. 
Continue going back and forth until the verse is said. Repeat the activity, but 
begin with the other side. If time allows, repeat the activity, but encourage 
the students to keep their eye on the ball as you vary the speed at which it 
bounces from one side to the other. End the activity with all students saying 
the verse together. Give several tickets to the students, making sure no one 
has ten.
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Items Needed:
• TE 13-5

Items Needed:
• TE 11-4c
• TE 11-5
• Ping-Pong ball

TE 11-4c

TE 11-5

Zoom In
Develop a Biblical Worldview

The blood of Christ is necessary 
for justification reminds us that 
we cannot save ourselves. 
We need a savior.

TE 13-5



LIVE IT
What is the difference between earning a prize and receiving a gift? 
Encourage response. A prize is earned 
and a gift is freely given. God gave 
us the gift of grace through His Son, 
Jesus. We are made right with God 
by faith, by believing in what Jesus 
has already done. Have the students 
add up their tickets and tell how many 
points they have. Express disappointment 
that no one had 100 points. Can we do anything to earn our 
righteousness? Encourage response. No, it is impossible. Salvation is 
a gift from God, paid for by Jesus, and cannot be earned. But I want 
to give each of you a small gift. Allow each student to take a treat from 
the bag. What did you have to do to get the gift? Encourage response. 
You had to take it. God offers us the gift of forgiveness of our sin, a 
right relationship with Him, and so much more. We just have to be 
willing to accept it. Have the students turn to the Next Step section on 
their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to accept God’s gift of grace and 
grow your relationship with Him. Close with a prayer thanking God for 
His wonderful gift of grace for us.
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Items Needed:
• Field Notes 13
• Gift bag with treats

Field Notes 13




