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God’s Good Creation –  
Genesis 1:1–2:24

 Greeting
Before Class: Create a Welcome Center in your nursery space. Include books and 
soft toys for the children to explore. If possible, include books and soft toys related 
to the Bible story unit.

 • Play music from the Dearly Loved Bible Story Unit: Creation as the children arrive.

 • Make sure that you have at least one leader sitting with the children in the 
Welcome Center, and at least one leader greeting and helping children and their 
families as they arrive.

Transition to Bible Story Exploration
 • Invite the children to sit with you on the floor.

 • Sing together “God is So Good” (Leader Guide—p. 2)

 Listen and Move
Before Class: Print and display the Bible Story Poster for Dearly Loved Bible Story 

Unit: Creation.

 • Show the children the Bible Story Poster. Read the words on the poster and point 
out the images. 

 • As the children show interest, talk about the colors of the images on the poster.

 • Read the Bible story below and help the children do the movements with you.

SAY: God planned a beautiful world (Make a circle with arms overhead.)

and created it with care— (Place hands over heart.)

a glowing sun, a shining moon, (Make a circle with arms overhead.)

with light for all to share. (Open up arms. Sweep hands down to your sides.)
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God planned a beautiful world (Make a circle with arms overhead.)

and created it with care— (Place hands over heart.)

the water with fish and the land with plants, (Place palms together. Wiggle hands, as 
if swimming.)

with fruit for all to share. (Pretend to eat an apple.)

God planned a beautiful world (Make a circle with arms overhead.)

and created it with care— (Place hands over heart.)

animals of all shapes and sizes, (Hold hands in front of your body like paws.)

birds that fly in the air. (Flap arms.)

God planned a beautiful world (Make a circle with arms overhead.)

and wants us to give it care— (Place hands over heart.)

for God created each person (Point to each child and then to yourself.) 

and gave us the world for all to share. (Turn palms upward.)

 Play and Create
Exploring Color (Math and Science)
Before Class: Gather several toys in each of the following colors—red, orange, 
yellow, green, blue, and purple, and place them in a basket. 

TIP: Small children like to explore with all five senses, including taste. Pay special 
attention to size and shape of the materials you are using, to ensure they are not 
choking hazards.

 • Mix together the collection of toys into one large group. Lay out construction 
paper, one each of red, orange, yellow, green, blue, and purple.

 • Invite the children to help you sort each toy onto the paper it matches.

SAY: God made the world! Our world has many beautiful colors! What color is your 
favorite?

God Made a Colorful World (Art)
Before Class: Make a copy of “World Reproducible” (Leader Guide—p. 9) onto 
white cardstock for each Gfor each child. Fill two spray bottles with water, adding a 
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Your Dearly Loved 3-month-old is growing 
by leaps and bounds.
He or she is now beginning to sleep for longer stretches of 
time. You may find yourself with more time to accomplish 
tasks, and hopefully you are allowing yourself time to rest.

Your baby is growing stronger every day! 3-month-old babies 
are starting to hold up their heads with almost no wobble.  
Their upper and lower body muscles are getting stronger, 
and tummy time is beginning to be a bit more fun. Try lying 
down on your stomach next to your baby. Place toys or 
rattles on the floor and move them around as you talk to 
him or her. Three-month-old babies are learning how begin 
tracking objects with their eyes. Soon your baby’s neck will 
be strong enough to track objects by turning their head.

You will likely start having more and more conversations 
with your baby as he or she grows in their ability to express 
themselves. Your baby is learning to interact with you 
and with the world in smiles, gestures, and sounds. These 
conversation times are fully of growth and learning for your 
baby, and can be a ton of fun! 

Experiencing Faith Together 
Psalm 139:14a (NIV) I praise you for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I 
know that full well.

God Made You
After a bath, give your baby a massage with baby 
lotion. As you massage your baby, name each 
body part. Remind him or her that God made them 
and God loves them. For example, massage your 
child’s legs one at a time and say, “These are your 
legs that God made. God loves you, and I do too.” 
Then massage your child’s belly and say, “This is 
your belly that God made. God loves you, and I do 
too.”

Rock-a-Bye
Hold your baby in your arms, and rock them back 
and forth. Experiment with rocking in various 
positions. Rocking, and other rhythmic movements 
through space helps develop your baby’s vestibular 
system which is responsible for balance. In addition 
to the amazing developmental benefits, rocking 
helps give your baby a connection and closeness 
with you. Rocking helps to develop your baby’s 
trust in you, in themselves, in the world around 
them, and in turn their trust in God.

My Whole Body 
Head, shoulders, knees, and toes,
Knees and toes.
Head, shoulders, knees, and toes,
Knees and toes.
My whole body can praise the Lord!
Head, shoulders, knees, and toes,
Knees and toes.

Eyes, ears, mouth, and nose,
Mouth and nose.
Eyes, ears, mouth, and nose,
Mouth and nose.
My whole body can praise the Lord!
Eyes, ears, mouth, and nose,
Mouth and nose.

Your 
Dearly

 3-Month-Old

Dearly

Infant and 
Toddler Ministry

God made

God’s Good Creation 
Genesis 1:1–2:24

plants and animals.

you and me!

God’s creation isvery good!

God made

Dearly Loved:
Infant and Toddler Ministry

Partnering with Parents
Partnering with Parents letters make it easy to 
reach the families of the infants and toddlers 
in your ministry with messages of faith and 
support that feel customized just for them. 
Letters are provided in PDF format that can 
be easily emailed or printed and mailed. This 
yearly resource is only $24.99!

You are my Son, whom I dearly love;  
in you I find happiness. (Mark 1:11)
 
Faith communities love to welcome new babies! We want babies 
and toddlers—and their families—to know they are safe, secure, 
and loved at church.

Interior Sample

Poster
Parent Letter

New for Infants 

and Toddlers!

Bible Story Units
Invite infants and toddlers to hear and explore a 
Bible story through listening, moving, playing, and 
creating. Each of the 12 Bible Story Unit downloads 
contains five Leader Guide sessions, a printable 
poster with beautiful photographs, and 2-3 songs 
to share in the classroom and with parents.
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Editable Leader Guides 

Do you find that you need to modify 
sessions to fit your church’s unique 
needs? Now you can! Download your 
Leader Guide as an editable Microsoft 
Word document and you will have the 
ability to edit each session to be more 
specific for your class. 

User Feedback 
We want to hear from you! 

Thank you for choosing to use Deep Blue. You can 
help us continue to provide resources that are 
relevant, engaging, and helpful. We highly value the 
comments and observations of our children’s ministry 
partners. Please send us your feedback by completing 
the brief survey on our website:  

www.deepbluekids.com/surveys 

Check out deepbluekids.com and follow us on social 
media (@deepbluekids) to connect with other 
leaders, download additional content, and stay up to 
date on all the Deep Blue news. 
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hile caring for infants and toddlers, 
each moment is a teaching moment. 

Little ones are learning and growing with every 
interaction. To provide the best nursery 
experience for everyone, you’ll want to 
consider each of the following things. 

Welcome each child and her or his parent or 
guardian as they arrive. Their first impression is 
you! Be sure you interact with the children as 
they are handed over to you. Many children 
will transition into the nursery easily. Others, 
typically between the ages of 6 to 8 months 
old, may begin to experience some separation 
anxiety. Have toys handy to distract the 
children. Help parents or guardians say 
goodbye. If a child is having difficulty with 
separation, invite his or her parent to stay. 
Remind the parent that their child will be well 
cared for and that they will be notified if their 
child remains inconsolable. 

It is important for the infant room or nursery to 
be a warm and nurturing environment, 
founded on mutual trust and respect. Babies 
rely on their caregivers to satisfy their needs. 
This becomes the basis for trust. As little ones 
learn that church is a trustworthy place, this 
then becomes a stepping stone in their journey 
to trusting God. Likewise, as children learn that 
while in church they are accepted and loved, 
they will become ready to accept God’s 
unconditional love. 

Make the most of your time with the little ones 
in your care. It’s important to be friendly with 
other leaders and volunteers in the nursery. 
Remember, a warm environment is important. 
However, time focused on “catching up” with 
friends means less time focused on the 
children in the nursery. This curriculum will 
help provide you with the tools and 
suggestions you need to speak blessing and life 
into each and every child. The time you share 
serving babies and toddlers has eternal 
significance. 

It’s critical to baby-proof the nursery and to 
have basic security procedures in place. Watch 
babies and toddlers closely. Never leave the 
nursery unsupervised, even for one minute. 
Offer the children you serve the same care you 
would provide if they were your own children. 
Research online ways to baby-proof the room, 
and be sure to check out available resources 
(such as Safe Sanctuaries®) that help guide you 
in providing training for all people who work 
and volunteer in the nursery. 

Finally, understand that children grow in their 
faith just by being with you. Little ones learn 
about the Bible and faith traditions as they 
hear your voice share God’s truths. Let 
blessings and praises fill the nursery, and may 
you let God speak through you.

W 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be 
pleasing to you, LORD, my rock and my redeemer. Psalm 19:14 
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Core Resources 
Bible Story Picture Cards 
Each child should have one Bible Story Picture Card 
to take home each week. This resource will help the 
parent or guardian read the monthly Bible story to 
their child in an interesting, fun way each week. 
There also will be a “Tiny Prayer” on the card and 
one activity to do with their child to help the child 
remember the Bible story. 
 

Class Kit 
This class resource includes the Attendance Chart, 
Bible verse posters, song posters, games, and 
storytelling figures for the quarter. Each item is 
designed to enhance the class experience with the 
Bible story.  
 

 

Lesson-Enhancing Resources 

Deep Blue Toddler  
Bible Storybook 
The Deep Blue Toddler Bible 
Storybook tells nineteen Bible 
stories for little ones that will 
introduce them to God and Jesus. 
From these stories, young children 
will learn of the love God has for 
them and how they can begin to 
follow Jesus.  
 

deepbluekids.com 
Find the American Sign Language 
(ASL) for the quarterly Bible 
verses, teacher helps, parent 
helps, training videos, extra 
coloring sheets, and more—all 
free at our website! 
 

Resources are available in Braille 
on request.  
Contact: 
Braille Ministry 
c/o Donna Veigel 
10810 N. 91st Avenue #96 
Peoria, AZ  85345 
(623) 979-7552 

NOTE: Websites are constantly changing. Although the websites recommended in this resource were checked at the time this unit was 

developed, we recommend that you double-check all sites to verify that they are still live and that they are still suitable for children 

before doing the activity.  
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The Basics 
Here are some basic supplies you will need to have available almost every Sunday. 

 

baby dolls and baby 
care items 

basket 

Bible storybooks 

blocks 

box of facial tissues 

cardstock  

CD of children’s music 

CD player 

chenille stems (variety 
of colors)  

computer & printer 

construction paper 

copy paper (colored) 

cotton balls 

cotton swabs 

crayons  

glue, glue sticks 

hand-washing 
supplies 

index cards  

lip balm stick 
(unused) 

magazines (old) 

markers (watercolor, 
permanent, and 
washable) 

mural paper 

napkins 

paint (washable, 
watercolor) 

paintbrushes  

paper bags (lunch-
sized) 

paper bowls 

paper cups 

paper plates (variety 
of sizes and weights)  

paper punch 

paper towels 

pencils  

plastic containers (for 
paint and/or water) 

plastic tablecloth  

playdough 

playdough tools and 
cookie cutters 

posterboard  

resealable plastic bags 

ribbon (variety of 
widths)  

 

ruler 

scissors (adult and 
safety) 

smocks or large  
T-shirts 

stapler, staples  

stickers 

stuffed animals 

tape (clear, masking)  

tissue paper (colored) 

toys 

trays (for art projects) 

washable ink stamp 
pads and ink stamps 

wet wipes 

wooden craft sticks 

yarn 

 
Beyond the Basics 
Sometimes an activity might use a supply that is not on the basic supply list. When that happens, the 
supply will be listed at the beginning of the activity in “Before class.” 
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SETUP: UNIT 1 
Before You Teach 

he young children in your class are learning that Jesus welcomes children—a story that 
teaches us that caring for the needs of children is important to God and should be to 

humanity. The little bitties in your nursery will be told many times this month that Jesus 
welcomes all children and that they are beloved children of God. 

Set up the suggested activity centers to be used the whole month, or set up one each week. 
These centers will give children time to explore and wonder through play. In the safety of your 
nursery, create spaces of exploration and wondering for your class to encounter God. It may 
look like too much fun to be learning, but these activities will help your children practice the 
skills needed to recognize God in their midst as they continue to grow.  

 

Art Activity Center: Collage of Children 
Before class: Cut pictures of a variety of children from magazines, or print them out. Gather 
construction paper and glue sticks. 

• Invite each child to choose pictures of children. 

• Help each child make a collage by gluing the selected pictures to a sheet of construction paper. 

SAY: Jesus welcomed the children. Jesus loves all children. Jesus loves you! 

  

Pretend Play Activity Center: Tell Stories Like Jesus 
Before class: Gather Bible storybooks and children’s Christian picture books. 

• Invite the children to take turns welcoming everyone and telling stories like Jesus did. Encourage 
them to pretend to read a book as they tell a story. 

ASK: What do you think it was like to be welcomed by Jesus? What do you think made Jesus’ 
stories so good? 

  

T 



Jesus and the Children (Matthew 19:13-15) 
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Sensory Activity Center: Playdough Children 
Before class: Gather playdough, playdough tools, and trays. 

• Place playdough on trays, and encourage the children to form children from the playdough. 

SAY: Jesus loves all children. Jesus loves you! 

 

Special Activity Center: Mirror Play 
Before class: Gather several mirrors for the children to play with. If your nursery doesn’t have 
mirrors readily available, purchase child-safe mirrors. 

• Invite the children to look at themselves in a mirror.  

• Remind each child that he or she is special and that God loves him or her.  

SAY: Jesus welcomed the children. Children are special to Jesus. You are special to Jesus! 



1. Jesus and the Children (Matthew 19:13-15) 
“Allow the children to come to me,” Jesus said. (Matthew 19:14) 
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 5-6).  

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 1 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 21) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together “Jesus Loves Me” (below), or sing it using the song poster. 
SING: Jesus loves me! This I know, 
for the Bible tells me so; 
little ones to him belong; 
they are weak, but he is strong. 
 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
The Bible tells me so. 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the “Unit 1 Storytelling Figures” (Class Kit—p. 5). Tape each figure to a block so 
that the figures can be moved around easily. 

• Read this Bible story to the children, using the storytelling figures as instructed in parentheses. 

SAY: (Set out Jesus and the disciples beside one another.) Jesus came to town, and people came to 
see him. Jesus was glad to see the people. Jesus told them stories about God. Jesus made sick 
people well. Jesus told all the people, “God loves you.” 

SAY: (Set out the two sets of children a little distance from Jesus and facing him.) One day, some 
mommies and daddies brought their children to see Jesus. The mommies and daddies wanted 
Jesus to hold their children. They wanted Jesus to tell their children, “God loves you.” 

SAY: (Move the disciples so that they are between the children and Jesus and facing the children.) 
Jesus’ friends said, “Children, go away! Jesus is too busy to see you.” 

SAY: Jesus said, “No! I love children. I want the children here with me.” (Move the disciples to the 
side, then move the children to Jesus.)  



1. Jesus and the Children (Matthew 19:13-15) 
“Allow the children to come to me,” Jesus said. (Matthew 19:14) 
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CREATE 
“Jesus Loves Me” Heart  
Before class: Photocopy the “‘Jesus Loves Me’ Heart Reproducible” (Leader Guide—p. 9) onto 
cardstock for each child. Gather watercolor paints, paintbrushes, cups of water, and smocks. 

• Put a smock on each child. 

• Invite the children to paint the picture of the heart. 

PLAY 
Walk to Jesus 
Before class: Display the poster “Jesus and the Children” (Class Kit—p. 8) where the children can see 
it easily. Use masking tape to make a line on the floor from the wall where the poster is displayed to 
the opposite wall. 

• Invite the children to walk along the line to Jesus.  

• If you have older children, you could ask the children to jump, take baby steps, or tiptoe down 
the line to Jesus. 

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a heart on the 
child’s hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for sending Jesus to show us your love. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 1 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 4) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 1 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 1 of the Bible Story Picture Cards. 
  



1. Jesus and the Children (Matthew 19:13-15) 
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“Jesus Loves Me” Heart Reproducible 
 



2. Jesus and the Children (Matthew 19:13-15) 
“Allow the children to come to me,” Jesus said. (Matthew 19:14) 
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 5-6).  

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 1 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 21) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together “Jesus Loves Me” (below), or sing it using the song poster. 
SING: Jesus loves me! This I know, 
for the Bible tells me so; 
little ones to him belong; 
they are weak, but he is strong. 
 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
The Bible tells me so. 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
• Read this Bible fingerplay to the children. Do the motions in parentheses, and encourage the 

children to do them with you. 
SAY: These are the children Jesus loves. (Hold up both your hands, and wiggle your fingers.) 
The children sit on Jesus’ lap. (Tap your lap.) 
Jesus gives the children hugs. (Hug yourself.) 
Some people say, “Children, go away!” (Frown and point to the distance.) 
But Jesus says, “I love the children! Let them stay!” (Cross your arms across your chest.) 

• Invite the children to repeat the fingerplay with you several times. 

SAY: Jesus loves all children. Jesus loves you! 
  



2. Jesus and the Children (Matthew 19:13-15) 
“Allow the children to come to me,” Jesus said. (Matthew 19:14) 
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CREATE 
Heart Stamps 
Before class: Gather paper towel tubes, and cut them into 3-inch-long pieces. Bend one end of each 
short tube toward the center to create heart-shaped stamps, then tape to hold their shape. Pour a 
small bit of washable red paint onto a paper plate. Gather construction paper and paint smocks. 

• Put a paint smock on each child, and give each child a sheet of paper and a heart stamp. 

• Invite the children to dip one end of their heart stamp into the red paint and to stamp red hearts 
all over their paper. 

SAY: Jesus loves all children. Jesus loves you! 

PLAY 
Dance Time 
• Sing this song to the tune of “London Bridge.” Invite the children to dance while you sing.  
SING: “Let the children come to me, 
come to me, come to me.  
Let the children come to me,”  
said Jesus. 

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a heart on the 
child’s hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for sending Jesus to show us your love. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 1 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 4) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 2 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 2 of the Bible Story Picture Cards. 



3. Jesus and the Children (Matthew 19:13-15) 
“Allow the children to come to me,” Jesus said. (Matthew 19:14) 
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 5-6).  

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 1 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 21) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together “Jesus Loves Me” (below), or sing it using the song poster. 
SING: Jesus loves me! This I know, 
for the Bible tells me so; 
little ones to him belong; 
they are weak, but he is strong. 
 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
The Bible tells me so. 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
Before class: Display the poster “Jesus and the Children” (Class Kit—p. 8) where the children can see 
it easily. 

• Show the poster to the children. Then read this Bible story aloud. 
SAY: Coming–going, coming–going. 
People hurry to see Jesus. 
Coming–going, coming–going. 
Is there room for one more friend? 
Coming–going, coming–going. 
Is there room for one small friend? 
Coming–going, coming–going. 
Jesus welcomes little me! 
  



3. Jesus and the Children (Matthew 19:13-15) 
“Allow the children to come to me,” Jesus said. (Matthew 19:14) 
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CREATE 
“Jesus Loves Me” Coloring Page 
Before class: Photocopy “‘Jesus Loves Me’ Heart Reproducible” (Leader Guide—p. 9) for each child. 
Gather crayons. 

• Give each child a coloring sheet and some crayons.  

• Invite the children to color the heart. 

SAY: Jesus loves all children. Jesus loves you! 

PLAY 
Take Care of Baby Dolls 
Before class: Gather baby dolls, toy baby bottles, baby blankets, and toy strollers. 

• Encourage the children to take care of the baby dolls.  

SAY: Jesus loves children and babies. Jesus loves you! 

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a heart on the 
child’s hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for sending Jesus to show us your love. Amen. 

  

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 1 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 4) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 3 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 3 of the Bible Story Picture Cards. 



4. Jesus and the Children (Matthew 19:13-15) 
“Allow the children to come to me,” Jesus said. (Matthew 19:14) 
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 5-6).  

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 1 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 21) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together “Jesus Loves Me” (below), or sing it using the song poster. 
SING: Jesus loves me! This I know, 
for the Bible tells me so; 
little ones to him belong; 
they are weak, but he is strong. 
 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
The Bible tells me so. 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the “Unit 1 Storytelling Figures” (Class Kit—p. 5), if you haven’t already done 
so. Tape each figure to a block so that the figures can be moved around easily. 

• Read this Bible story to the children, using the storytelling figures as instructed in parentheses. 

SAY: (Set out Jesus and the disciples beside one another.) Jesus came to town, and people came to 
see him. Jesus was glad to see the people. Jesus told them stories about God. Jesus made sick 
people well. Jesus told all the people, “God loves you.” 

SAY: (Set out the two sets of children a little distance from Jesus and facing him.) One day, some 
mommies and daddies brought their children to see Jesus. The mommies and daddies wanted 
Jesus to hold their children. They wanted Jesus to tell their children, “God loves you.” 

SAY: (Move the disciples so that they are between the children and Jesus and facing the children.) 
Jesus’ friends said, “Children, go away! Jesus is too busy to see you.” 

SAY: Jesus said, “No! I love children. I want the children here with me.” (Move the disciples to the 
side, then move the children to Jesus.)  



4. Jesus and the Children (Matthew 19:13-15) 
“Allow the children to come to me,” Jesus said. (Matthew 19:14) 
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CREATE 
Handprint Heart 
Before class: Gather washable red paint, a paper plate, a black marker, smocks, wet wipes, and 
cardstock (one piece per child). Write “Jesus” at the top of each piece of cardstock and “you!” at the 
bottom of each piece. Pour washable red paint onto a paper plate. 

• Put a smock on each child, and give each child a piece of cardstock.  

• Help each child carefully dip her or his hands into the red paint. Help stamp the hands onto the 
center of the cardstock to make a heart. To do this, point the child’s fingers toward the word 
“you.” Stamp the left hand first. Then stamp the right hand, crossing the index, middle, and ring 
fingers over those fingers on the stamped hand to make the point of the heart. Wipe the paint 
off the child’s hands. 

PLAY 
I Spy Someone Jesus Loves! 
• Play a game of I Spy with the children. Say the following for each child. 

SAY: I spy someone Jesus loves, and that child is wearing (an article of clothing one of the children is 
wearing). It’s (name of child)! 

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a heart on the 
child’s hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for sending Jesus to show us your love. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 1 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 4) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 4 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 4 of the Bible Story Picture Cards. 



5. Jesus and the Children (Matthew 19:13-15) 
“Allow the children to come to me,” Jesus said. (Matthew 19:14) 
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 5-6).  

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 1 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 21) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together “Jesus Loves Me” (below), or sing it using the song poster. 
SING: Jesus loves me! This I know, 
for the Bible tells me so; 
little ones to him belong; 
they are weak, but he is strong. 
 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
The Bible tells me so. 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
• Read this Bible fingerplay to the children. Do the motions in parentheses, and encourage the 

children to do them with you. 
SAY: These are the children Jesus loves. (Hold up both your hands, and wiggle your fingers.) 
The children sit on Jesus’ lap. (Tap your lap.) 
Jesus gives the children hugs. (Hug yourself.) 
Some people say, “Children, go away!” (Frown and point to the distance.) 
But Jesus says, “I love the children! Let them stay!” (Cross your arms across your chest.) 

• Sing this song to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb.” 
SING: These are children Jesus loves,  
Jesus loves, Jesus loves. (Hold up hands and wiggle fingers.) 
These are children Jesus loves.  
He loves them one and all. (Hug yourself.) 

  



5. Jesus and the Children (Matthew 19:13-15) 
“Allow the children to come to me,” Jesus said. (Matthew 19:14) 
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CREATE 
Heart Card 
Before class: Gather construction paper and crayons. If you have access to heart-shaped stickers, 
grab those also. Fold sheets of construction paper in half, with the short sides together, to make a 
card for each child. On the outside of each card, write “Jesus loves you!” 

• Give each child a construction paper card. 

• Invite the children to draw a picture inside their card for someone they love. 

• If you have heart-shaped stickers, the children may add them to their cards. 

SAY: Jesus loves everyone! Who do you love? 

PLAY 
Sign Language 
• Cross your fisted hands at the wrists and press them to your heart and say, “Love.” Explain that it 

is how you sign “love” in American Sign Language. 

• Encourage the children to practice signing “love” with you. 

SAY: Jesus loves (sign “love”) you! 

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a heart on the 
child’s hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for sending Jesus to show us your love. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 1 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 4) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 5 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 5 of the Bible Story Picture Cards. 



People Welcome Jesus & Jesus Lives!  
(Mark 11:1-10; John 20:1, 11-18) 

Hosanna in the highest! (Mark 11:10) 
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SETUP: UNIT 2 
Before You Teach 

he young children in your class are learning about Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday—
stories central to our faith. The story of Palm Sunday identifies Jesus as a peaceful king. 

The story of Easter teaches us that love is never conquered by death. The little bitties in your 
nursery will celebrate these church holidays and stories each week this month.  

Set up the suggested activity centers to be used the whole month, or set up one each week. 
These centers will give children time to explore and wonder through play. In the safety of your 
nursery, create spaces of exploration and wondering for your class to encounter God. It may 
look like too much fun to be learning, but these activities will help your children practice the 
skills needed to recognize God in their midst as they continue to grow.  

 

Art Activity Center: Paper Plate Flower 
Before class: Gather 6-inch white paper plates, adult-only scissors, and crayons. 

• Give each child a paper plate.  

• Encourage the children to color the center circle of their plate yellow. 

• Invite them to color the rim of their plate any color they would like.  

• Cut slits in the rim of every plate, starting at the edge and stopping at the center circle. Cut a slit 
every inch all the way around to make flower petals.  

SAY: Flowers remind us of spring. In the springtime, we celebrate the new life God gives us through 
Jesus. 

  

Pretend Play Activity Center: Egg Hunt 
Before class: Gather plastic Easter eggs and baskets. 

• Hide the plastic eggs around your classroom.  

• Invite the children to find the eggs.  

• Continue hiding and finding the eggs until the children are ready to move on to something else.  

SAY: Eggs remind us of new life. At Easter, we celebrate the new life God gives us through Jesus. 
  

T 



People Welcome Jesus & Jesus Lives!  
(Mark 11:1-10; John 20:1, 11-18) 

Hosanna in the highest! (Mark 11:10) 
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Sensory Activity Center: Examine Palm Branches 
Before class: Gather palm branches and children’s magnifying glasses. 

• Encourage the children to use magnifying glasses to help them examine and explore the palm 
branches. 

SAY: We celebrate Palm Sunday at church. Palm Sunday is the day Jesus rode on a donkey into 
Jerusalem. 

 

Special Activity Center: Signs of Spring Matching Game 
Before class: Cut out the “Signs of Spring Matching Cards” (Class Kit—p. 9). 

• Mix up the cards, and set them out on a table.  

• Help the children find the matching pairs.  

SAY: We celebrate Easter in the spring. Springtime reminds us of the new life God gives us through 
Jesus.



6. People Welcome Jesus & Jesus Lives!  
(Mark 11:1-10; John 20:1, 11-18) 
Hosanna in the highest! (Mark 11:10) 
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 18-19).  

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 2 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 22) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together “Praisin’” (below) to the tune “Boom, Boom, Ain’t It Great to Be Crazy?” or sing it 
using the song poster. You may sing the song several more times and change “clap” to “stomp,” 
“shake,” and “jump.” 

SING: Clap, clap! (Clap hands.) 
Ain’t it great to be praisin’? 
Clap, clap! (Clap hands.) 
Ain’t it great to be praisin’— 
praisin’ the Lord with all our friends? 
Clap, clap! (Clap hands.) 
Ain’t it great to be praisin’? 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
• Read this Bible story to the children. 

SAY: Jesus and his friends were walking down the road together. They were going to Jerusalem. It 
was a special time in Jerusalem called Passover. 

SAY: Many people were in Jerusalem to celebrate Passover. The people heard that Jesus was 
coming. The people loved Jesus and were happy that they would get to see him. Jesus found a 
donkey and rode it into Jerusalem.  

SAY: The people in Jerusalem crowded around Jesus on his donkey. Some people put their coats on 
the ground so that the donkey could walk on them. Some people took branches from the palm 
trees so that they could put them on the road or wave them as Jesus rode by.  

SAY: When the people saw Jesus, they waved their palm branches and shouted, “Hosanna! 
Hosanna! Thank you, God, for Jesus!” 

SAY: Hosanna! Jesus is alive!  



6. People Welcome Jesus & Jesus Lives!  
(Mark 11:1-10; John 20:1, 11-18) 
Hosanna in the highest! (Mark 11:10) 
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CREATE 
Palm Sunday Art  
Before class: Photocopy the “Palm Sunday Reproducible” (Leader Guide—p. 22) onto cardstock for 
each child. Gather watercolor paints, palm branches or paintbrushes, cups of water, and smocks. 

• Put a smock on each child. Invite them to use palm branches or paintbrushes to paint the picture. 

SAY: Hosanna! Palm Sunday is a special day. Jesus rode on a donkey because he was a special, 
peaceful king. 

PLAY 
Palm Parade 
Before class: Gather palm branches and get access to children’s Christian music.  

• Give each child a palm branch. 

• Play some fun children’s Christian music.  

• Encourage your children to walk around the nursery while they wave their palm branches.  

SAY: Hosanna! Hosanna! Jesus is alive! 

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a heart on the 
child’s hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for sending Jesus to show us your love. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 2 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 3) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 6 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 6 of the Bible Story Picture Cards. 



6. People Welcome Jesus & Jesus Lives!  
(Mark 11:1-10; John 20:1, 11-18) 
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Palm Sunday Reproducible 
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 18-19).  

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 2 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 22) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together “Praisin’” (below) to the tune “Boom, Boom, Ain’t It Great to Be Crazy?” or sing it 
using the song poster. You may sing the song several more times and change “clap” to “stomp,” 
“shake,” and “jump.” 

SING: Clap, clap! (Clap hands.) 
Ain’t it great to be praisin’? 
Clap, clap! (Clap hands.) 
Ain’t it great to be praisin’— 
praisin’ the Lord with all our friends? 
Clap, clap! (Clap hands.) 
Ain’t it great to be praisin’? 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
• Read this Bible story to the children. 

SAY: Mary was sad. Her friend Jesus had died. The people had buried Jesus in a tomb. When Mary 
went to the tomb, she saw that Jesus’ body was not there. Mary ran to tell the other friends of 
Jesus what she had seen.  

SAY: Peter wondered, “What has happened? What did Mary see?” Peter and a friend ran to the 
tomb and looked inside. Mary was right; Jesus wasn’t there! Peter and his friend left the tomb.  

SAY: Mary walked back to the tomb. Mary was sad and was crying. When Mary looked in the tomb, 
she saw two angels. The angels said to Mary, “Why are you crying?” Mary said to them, “Jesus is 
not here!” But when Mary looked up, she did not see the angels anymore. She saw Jesus! Jesus was 
alive! Mary ran to tell her friends that she had seen Jesus.  

SAY: Jesus is not dead! Jesus is alive! Easter is a happy time!  



7. People Welcome Jesus & Jesus Lives!  
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CREATE 
“Jesus Is Risen!” Banner  
Before class: Gather a large piece of butcher paper, crayons, and stickers. In the center of the 
butcher paper, write “Jesus is risen!” 

• Invite all the children to work together to create this banner. 

• Give each child space to decorate the special banner that will hang outside your room for 
everyone to see.  

SAY: Jesus is not dead! Jesus has risen! Jesus is alive! Happy Easter! 

PLAY 
Build the Empty Tomb 
Before class: Cut out the “Unit 2 Storytelling Figures” (Class Kit—p. 5). Tape each figure to a block so 
that the figures can be moved around easily. 

• Encourage the children to build the tomb (a cave) out of blocks.  

• Invite them to use the storytelling figures to retell the story. 

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a heart on the 
child’s hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for sending Jesus to show us your love. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 2 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 3) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 7 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 7 of the Bible Story Picture Cards. 
 



8. People Welcome Jesus & Jesus Lives!  
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 18-19).  

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 2 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 22) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together “Praisin’” (below) to the tune “Boom, Boom, Ain’t It Great to Be Crazy?” or sing it 
using the song poster. You may sing the song several more times and change “clap” to “stomp,” 
“shake,” and “jump.” 

SING: Clap, clap! (Clap hands.) 
Ain’t it great to be praisin’? 
Clap, clap! (Clap hands.) 
Ain’t it great to be praisin’— 
praisin’ the Lord with all our friends? 
Clap, clap! (Clap hands.) 
Ain’t it great to be praisin’? 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
• Read this Bible story to the children. 
SAY: Jesus rides a donkey to Jerusalem.  
Jesus will go to the temple to teach people about God. Jesus will help the people.  
Clip-clop, clip-clop go the donkey’s feet as he walks on the road.  
“Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna!” shout the happy people.  

SAY: Easter is a happy time! Hosanna! Jesus is alive! 
  



8. People Welcome Jesus & Jesus Lives!  
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CREATE 
Palm Art  
Before class: Gather green crayons, palm branches, white printer paper, and tape. Remove the 
paper from the crayons. Tape a piece of white paper over each palm branch on a table to keep the 
paper still while the children are coloring. 

• Invite a child to use the side of a green crayon to color on the paper over a palm branch. The 
image of the palm branch will appear on the paper. 

• Tape down a new piece of paper, and invite a different child to color. 

PLAY 
Palm Parade 
Before class: Gather palm branches and get access to fun children’s Christian music.  

• Give each child a palm branch, and play some fun children’s Christian music.  

• Encourage your children to walk around the nursery while they wave their palm branches.  

SAY: Hosanna! Hosanna! Jesus is alive! 

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a heart on the 
child’s hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for sending Jesus to show us your love. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 2 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 3) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 8 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 8 of the Bible Story Picture Cards. 
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 18-19).  

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 2 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 22) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together “Praisin’” (below) to the tune “Boom, Boom, Ain’t It Great to Be Crazy?” or sing it 
using the song poster. You may sing the song several more times and change “clap” to “stomp,” 
“shake,” and “jump.” 

SING: Clap, clap! (Clap hands.) 
Ain’t it great to be praisin’? 
Clap, clap! (Clap hands.) 
Ain’t it great to be praisin’— 
praisin’ the Lord with all our friends? 
Clap, clap! (Clap hands.) 
Ain’t it great to be praisin’? 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the “Unit 2 Storytelling Figures” (Class Kit—p. 5), if you haven’t already done 
so. Tape each figure to a block so that the figures can be moved around easily. 

• Read this Bible story to the children, using the storytelling figures as instructed in parentheses. 

SAY: (Set out the empty tomb and Mary.) Mary cannot find Jesus. Mary feels sad, so sad. Mary 
starts to cry. 
SAY: (Set Jesus beside Mary.) A man calls, “Mary, why are you crying?” 
Mary says, “I came to find Jesus, but he is not here.” 
“Here I am, Mary,” says the man. Mary looks at the man. It is Jesus! 

SAY: Jesus found Mary! Now Mary is happy! She runs to tell all of Jesus’ friends that Jesus is alive! 
(Run Mary away from the tomb.) 

SAY: Jesus is alive! Easter is a happy time!  
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CREATE 
Tape-Resist Cross 
Before class: Gather masking tape, cardstock, and crayons. Use masking tape to make a cross on a 
piece of cardstock for each child. 

• Give each child a piece of cardstock with a masking-tape cross on it.  

• Invite the children to color all over the cardstock. 

• Once they are finished, remove the masking tape to reveal a cross. 

SAY: Jesus is not dead! Jesus has risen! Jesus is alive! Happy Easter! 

PLAY 
Garden Center 
Before class: Cut green chenille stems into two-inch pieces. Gather trays, fabric flowers, and brown 
playdough. 

• Encourage the children to plant a springtime garden by rolling out brown playdough “dirt” and 
inserting flowers and green chenille stem “grass” into the dirt. 

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a heart on the 
child’s hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for sending Jesus to show us your love. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 2 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 3) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 9 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 9 of the Bible Story Picture Cards. 
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SETUP: UNIT 3 
Before You Teach 

he young children in your class are learning about Pentecost—the day the followers of 
Jesus received the Holy Spirit. The church celebrates Pentecost as the birthday of the 

church, and we remember this day, and every day, that God is always with us through the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. The little bitties in your nursery will celebrate the community of faith each 
week as they hear the story of Pentecost. 

Set up the suggested activity centers to be used the whole month, or set up one each week. 
These centers will give children time to explore and wonder through play. In the safety of your 
nursery, create spaces of exploration and wondering for your class to encounter God. It may 
look like too much fun to be learning, but these activities will help your children practice the 
skills needed to recognize God in their midst as they continue to grow.  

 

Art Activity Center: Ribbon Dancers 
Before class: Gather red ribbon, craft sticks, and duct tape. Cut the ribbon into 2-foot-long pieces. If 
you have older children, you can follow the directions below to make ribbon dancers. Otherwise, 
give each child a ribbon or two to move and dance with. Get access to children’s Christian music. 

• Give each child three red ribbons and a craft stick.  

• Encourage each child to stack the ribbons directly on top of each other. 

• Help turn a craft stick so that it is perpendicular to the stack of ribbons. Place it so that the top 
inch of the stick is on the end of the stack of ribbons.  

• Help wrap duct tape around the top of the craft stick and the ribbons to create a ribbon dancer.  

• Play music and invite the children to move like the wind in the Pentecost story. 

  

Pretend Play Activity Center: Church Leaders 
Before class: Gather symbols seen in the worship space. Place them where the children can see 
them. 

• Invite your children to pretend to be people they see in worship: liturgists, ushers, preachers, 
worship leaders, choir members, etc.  

SAY: We all have a special job at church.  

ASK: What kind of church leader would you like to be? 
  

T 
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Sensory Activity Center: Red Bin 
Before class: Gather several red-colored items: red pompoms, red feathers, red blocks, red 
firetrucks, etc. Place the red items in a clear bin. 

• Encourage the children to examine and play with the red items. 

SAY: Red is the special color that reminds us of Pentecost. Red is like the flames of fire that came 
down on Pentecost but did not burn up anything. 

 

Special Activity Center: Block Church 
Before class: Gather blocks. 

• Invite the children to build a church out of blocks. 

SAY: We celebrate the birthday of the church on Pentecost.  

ASK: What would be inside your church building? 

ASK: Who would get to come to your church?
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 29-30).  

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 3 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 23) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together “Pentecost” (below) to the tune of “She’ll Be Coming ’Round the Mountain,” or 
sing it using the song poster. 

SING: Oh, they were all together in one place. 
Oh, they were all together in one place. 
When the wind began a-blowing 
and the licks of fire a-showing— 
oh, they were all together in one place. 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
• Read this Bible story to the children. 

SAY: Long ago, Jesus’ friends were together in a house. They heard a noise that came from heaven. 
It sounded like a strong wind.  

SAY: Then the friends saw something that looked like little flames. The flames floated over each 
person, but the flames did not touch them.  

SAY: Many people heard the noise. They came to see what had happened. Jesus’ friends knew that 
God was with them.  

SAY: Jesus’ friends began talking to these people. They told the people about the great things God 
had done. The people listened, and many of them believed what they heard.  

SAY: This is how the church began. It happened on the day called Pentecost. We celebrate the 
birthday of the church on Pentecost. 
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CREATE 
Red Dot Painting  
Before class: Gather red dot markers (sometimes called paint daubers) and cardstock for each child. 

• Give each child a piece of cardstock to paint by filling it in with red paint dots. 

SAY: Pentecost is the day the Holy Spirit came to the friends of Jesus. The color red reminds us of 
Pentecost. 

PLAY 
Pentecost Poster Play 
Before class: Display the poster “Pentecost” (Class Kit—p. 16) where the children can see it. 

• Show the children the poster. 

SAY: On Pentecost, the friends of Jesus were surprised to hear the wind and see flames of fire. The 
Holy Spirit arrived, and God was with them all. Let’s pretend we are with the people in this picture. 

• Encourage the children to make wind noises, wiggle their fingers like flames, and look surprised. 

• Continue playing until everyone is ready to move on. 

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a heart on the 
child’s hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for sending Jesus to show us your love. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 3 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 2) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 10 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 10 of the Bible Story Picture Cards. 
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 29-30).  

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 3 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 23) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together “Pentecost” (below) to the tune of “She’ll Be Coming ’Round the Mountain,” or 
sing it using the song poster. 

SING: Oh, they were all together in one place. 
Oh, they were all together in one place. 
When the wind began a-blowing 
and the licks of fire a-showing— 
oh, they were all together in one place. 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
• Read this Bible story to the children. 

SAY: Blowing, blowing. Long ago, Jesus’ friends were together in a house. They heard a noise that 
came from heaven. It sounded like a strong wind. 

SAY: Looking, looking! Many people heard the noise. They came to see what had happened. Jesus’ 
friends knew that God was with them. 

SAY: Smiling, smiling! Peter loved God. Peter was happy to tell all the people about God. Peter told 
them about the great things God had done. 

SAY: Listening, listening! The people listened, and many believed what they heard. The people 
wanted to love God, just like Peter and his friends did. The people came together to worship God. 

SAY: Celebrating, celebrating! And that is how the church began. It happened on the day called 
Pentecost. We celebrate Pentecost as the birthday of the church.   
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CREATE 
Red Playdough 
Before class: Gather red playdough, playdough tools, and trays. 

• Place red playdough on trays, and invite the children to form doves or fire from their red 
playdough. They also can make other things with the red playdough. 

SAY: Pentecost is the day the Holy Spirit came to the friends of Jesus. The color red reminds us of 
the story of Pentecost. 

PLAY 
Pass the Flame 
Before class: Cut out the “Flame Game Cards” (Class Kit—p. 17). Gather one card. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Pass the flame card to the child on your right as you sing “Happy Birthday!” to the church. 
Encourage the children to pass the flame to the child on their right as they sing with you. 

• Continue passing the flame and singing until you are ready to move on. 

SAY: We celebrate the birthday of the church on Pentecost. 

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a heart on the 
child’s hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for sending Jesus to show us your love. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 3 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 2) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 11 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 11 of the Bible Story Picture Cards. 
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 29-30).  

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 3 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 23) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together “Pentecost” (below) to the tune of “She’ll Be Coming ’Round the Mountain,” or 
sing it using the song poster. 

SING: Oh, they were all together in one place. 
Oh, they were all together in one place. 
When the wind began a-blowing 
and the licks of fire a-showing— 
oh, they were all together in one place. 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
• Read this Bible story to the children. Do the actions in parentheses, and encourage the children 

to do them with you. 

SAY: Long ago, Jesus’ friends were together in a house. They heard a noise that came from heaven. 
It sounded like a strong wind. (Make the sound of wind.) 

SAY: Then the friends saw something that looked like little flames. (Wiggle your fingers.) The flames 
floated over each person, but the flames did not touch them.  

SAY: Many people heard the noise. (Make the sound of wind.) They came to see what had 
happened. (Wiggle your fingers.) 

SAY: Jesus’ friends knew that God was with them. Jesus’ friends began talking to these people. They 
told the people about the great things God had done. The people listened, and many of them 
believed what they heard.  

SAY: This is how the church began. It happened on the day called Pentecost.  
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CREATE 
Envelope Church 
Before class: Gather construction paper, a glue stick, business-sized envelopes, large craft sticks, 
and pens. Open the flap on an envelope, turn it so that the open side is facing up, and glue it to a 
piece of construction paper. Make one for each child. 

• Invite the children to draw faces on a few large craft sticks. 

• Encourage the children to put their craft stick people inside the church (envelope). 

SAY: Pentecost is the day we celebrate the church’s birthday. 

PLAY 
Bubble Play 
Before class: Gather bubbles and bubble wands. 

• Invite the children to blow bubbles. 

• Blow bubbles for the children, and invite them to make the sound of wind as you do so. 

SAY: On Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came like wind and fire. God is always with us through the Holy 
Spirit. 

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a heart on the 
child’s hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for sending Jesus to show us your love. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 3 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 2) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 12 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 12 of the Bible Story Picture Cards. 
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 29-30).  

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 3 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 23) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together “Pentecost” (below) to the tune of “She’ll Be Coming ’Round the Mountain,” or 
sing it using the song poster. 

SING: Oh, they were all together in one place. 
Oh, they were all together in one place. 
When the wind began a-blowing 
and the licks of fire a-showing— 
oh, they were all together in one place. 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
• Read this Bible story to the children. 

SAY: Blowing, blowing. Long ago, Jesus’ friends were together in a house. They heard a noise that 
came from heaven. It sounded like a strong wind. 

SAY: Looking, looking! Many people heard the noise. They came to see what had happened. Jesus’ 
friends knew that God was with them. 

SAY: Smiling, smiling! Peter loved God. Peter was happy to tell all the people about God. Peter told 
them about the great things God had done. 

SAY: Listening, listening! The people listened, and many believed what they heard. The people 
wanted to love God, just like Peter and his friends did. The people came together to worship God. 

SAY: Celebrating, celebrating! And that is how the church began. It happened on the day called 
Pentecost. We celebrate Pentecost as the birthday of the church.   
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CREATE 
Flame Painting with Forks 
Before class: Gather construction paper, washable red paint, plastic forks, and smocks. If you have 
older children, you could include yellow and orange to create a more vibrant piece of art. 

• Put a smock on each child. Put a few drops of red paint on each child’s paper.  

• Invite each child to paint her or his paper with the red paint and a fork.  

• Set the paintings aside to dry.  

SAY: Pentecost is the day we celebrate the church’s birthday! 

PLAY 
Find the Flames 
Before class: Cut out the “Flame Game Cards” (Class Kit—p. 17), if you haven’t already done so. 

• Hide the nine cards around the room. Encourage the children to find the nine flames. 

• Hide the flames and play again.  

SAY: On Pentecost, there was the sound of wind and flames of fire. This surprised the friends of 
Jesus. The Holy Spirit arrived, and God was with them all. 

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a heart on the 
child’s hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for sending Jesus to show us your love. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 3 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 2) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 13 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 13 of the Bible Story Picture Cards. 
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 29-30).  

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 3 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 23) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together “Pentecost” (below) to the tune of “She’ll Be Coming ’Round the Mountain,” or 
sing it using the song poster. 

SING: Oh, they were all together in one place. 
Oh, they were all together in one place. 
When the wind began a-blowing 
and the licks of fire a-showing— 
oh, they were all together in one place. 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
• Read this Bible story to the children. Do the actions in parentheses, and encourage the children 

to do them with you. 

SAY: Long ago, Jesus’ friends were together in a house. They heard a noise that came from heaven. 
It sounded like a strong wind. (Make the sound of wind.) 

SAY: Then the friends saw something that looked like little flames. (Wiggle your fingers.) The flames 
floated over each person, but the flames did not touch them.  

SAY: Many people heard the noise. (Make the sound of wind.) They came to see what had 
happened. (Wiggle your fingers.) 

SAY: Jesus’ friends knew that God was with them. Jesus’ friends began talking to these people. They 
told the people about the great things God had done. The people listened, and many of them 
believed what they heard.  

SAY: This is how the church began. It happened on the day called Pentecost.  
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CREATE 
Red Playdough 
Before class: Gather red playdough, playdough tools, and trays. 

• Place red playdough on trays, and invite the children to form doves or fire from their red 
playdough. They also can make other things with the red playdough. 

SAY: Pentecost is the day the Holy Spirit came to the friends of Jesus. The color red reminds us of 
the story of Pentecost. 

PLAY 
Pentecost Poster Play 
Before class: Display the poster “Pentecost” (Class Kit—p. 16) where the children can see it. 

• Show the children the poster. 

SAY: On Pentecost, the friends of Jesus were surprised to hear the wind and see flames of fire. The 
Holy Spirit arrived, and God was with them all. Let’s pretend we are with the people in this picture. 

• Encourage the children to make wind noises, wiggle their fingers like flames, and look surprised. 

• Continue playing until everyone is ready to move on. 

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a heart on the 
child’s hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for sending Jesus to show us your love. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 3 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 2) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 14 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 14 of the Bible Story Picture Cards. 
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Fall  2019 – Summer 2020

Fall 2019
Sessions 1–5: 
God Made the World
Bible Story: Genesis 1:1–2:4

Sessions 6–9: 
The Baby in the Basket
Bible Story: Exodus 2:1-10

Sessions 10–13:
Ruth and Naomi
Bible Story: Ruth 1–4

Winter 2019–20
Sessions 1–5: 
Jesus Is Born & Joyous News
Bible Story: Luke 2:1-20

Sessions 6–9: 
Follow the Star
Bible Story: Matthew 2:1-12

Sessions 10–13: 
Jesus Is Baptized
Bible Story: Luke 3:21-22

Spring 2020
Sessions 1–5: 
Jesus and the Children
Bible Story: Matthew 19:13-15

Sessions 6–9: 
People Welcome Jesus & Jesus Lives!
Bible Story: Mark 11:1-10; John 20:1, 11-18

Sessions 10–14:
Pentecost
Bible Story: Acts 2:1-41

Summer 2020
Sessions 1–4: 
Believers Share
Bible Story: Acts 4:32-37

Sessions 5–8:
The Lord’s Prayer
Bible Story: Matthew 6:9-15

Sessions 9–13: 
The Forgiving Father
Bible Story: Luke 15:11-32
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Call a Resource Consultant

Bible Basics Storybook invites your children into God’s 
story with 149 core stories from both the Old and New 
Testaments. Also includes colorful illustrations and prayers 
to start the day, to say at bedtime, and to share before 
meals, which will help you provide a solid faith foundation 
for the dear children in your life. 

Not only is Bible Basics Storybook a great addition to your 
classroom, it’s perfect for families with young children to 
use at home as they explore God’s story together.   
Abingdon Press.

9781501881497. Hardcover. $19.99; $15.99

Building a better world 
through God’s story

Prices subject to change. For most current 
pricing, call or visit Cokesbury.com.
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God’s Good Creation –  
Genesis 1:1–2:24

 Greeting
Before Class: Create a Welcome Center in your nursery space. Include books and 
soft toys for the children to explore. If possible, include books and soft toys related 
to the Bible story unit.

 • Play music from the Dearly Loved Bible Story Unit: Creation as the children arrive.

 • Make sure that you have at least one leader sitting with the children in the 
Welcome Center, and at least one leader greeting and helping children and their 
families as they arrive.

Transition to Bible Story Exploration
 • Invite the children to sit with you on the floor.

 • Sing together “God is So Good” (Leader Guide—p. 2)

 Listen and Move
Before Class: Print and display the Bible Story Poster for Dearly Loved Bible Story 

Unit: Creation.

 • Show the children the Bible Story Poster. Read the words on the poster and point 
out the images. 

 • As the children show interest, talk about the colors of the images on the poster.

 • Read the Bible story below and help the children do the movements with you.

SAY: God planned a beautiful world (Make a circle with arms overhead.)

and created it with care— (Place hands over heart.)

a glowing sun, a shining moon, (Make a circle with arms overhead.)

with light for all to share. (Open up arms. Sweep hands down to your sides.)
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DEARLY LOVED: Leader Guide
Unit: God’s Good Creation • Session 1

Permission is granted to duplicate this page for 
local church use only. © 2019 Abingdon Press.

Dearly SESSION

6

God planned a beautiful world (Make a circle with arms overhead.)

and created it with care— (Place hands over heart.)

the water with fish and the land with plants, (Place palms together. Wiggle hands, as 
if swimming.)

with fruit for all to share. (Pretend to eat an apple.)

God planned a beautiful world (Make a circle with arms overhead.)

and created it with care— (Place hands over heart.)

animals of all shapes and sizes, (Hold hands in front of your body like paws.)

birds that fly in the air. (Flap arms.)

God planned a beautiful world (Make a circle with arms overhead.)

and wants us to give it care— (Place hands over heart.)

for God created each person (Point to each child and then to yourself.) 

and gave us the world for all to share. (Turn palms upward.)

 Play and Create
Exploring Color (Math and Science)
Before Class: Gather several toys in each of the following colors—red, orange, 
yellow, green, blue, and purple, and place them in a basket. 

TIP: Small children like to explore with all five senses, including taste. Pay special 
attention to size and shape of the materials you are using, to ensure they are not 
choking hazards.

 • Mix together the collection of toys into one large group. Lay out construction 
paper, one each of red, orange, yellow, green, blue, and purple.

 • Invite the children to help you sort each toy onto the paper it matches.

SAY: God made the world! Our world has many beautiful colors! What color is your 
favorite?

God Made a Colorful World (Art)
Before Class: Make a copy of “World Reproducible” (Leader Guide—p. 9) onto 
white cardstock for each Gfor each child. Fill two spray bottles with water, adding a 
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DEARLY LOVED: Partnering with Parents
Unit: God’s Good Creation • Session 1

Your Dearly Loved 3-month-old is growing 
by leaps and bounds.
He or she is now beginning to sleep for longer stretches of 
time. You may find yourself with more time to accomplish 
tasks, and hopefully you are allowing yourself time to rest.

Your baby is growing stronger every day! 3-month-old babies 
are starting to hold up their heads with almost no wobble.  
Their upper and lower body muscles are getting stronger, 
and tummy time is beginning to be a bit more fun. Try lying 
down on your stomach next to your baby. Place toys or 
rattles on the floor and move them around as you talk to 
him or her. Three-month-old babies are learning how begin 
tracking objects with their eyes. Soon your baby’s neck will 
be strong enough to track objects by turning their head.

You will likely start having more and more conversations 
with your baby as he or she grows in their ability to express 
themselves. Your baby is learning to interact with you 
and with the world in smiles, gestures, and sounds. These 
conversation times are fully of growth and learning for your 
baby, and can be a ton of fun! 

Experiencing Faith Together 
Psalm 139:14a (NIV) I praise you for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I 
know that full well.

God Made You
After a bath, give your baby a massage with baby 
lotion. As you massage your baby, name each 
body part. Remind him or her that God made them 
and God loves them. For example, massage your 
child’s legs one at a time and say, “These are your 
legs that God made. God loves you, and I do too.” 
Then massage your child’s belly and say, “This is 
your belly that God made. God loves you, and I do 
too.”

Rock-a-Bye
Hold your baby in your arms, and rock them back 
and forth. Experiment with rocking in various 
positions. Rocking, and other rhythmic movements 
through space helps develop your baby’s vestibular 
system which is responsible for balance. In addition 
to the amazing developmental benefits, rocking 
helps give your baby a connection and closeness 
with you. Rocking helps to develop your baby’s 
trust in you, in themselves, in the world around 
them, and in turn their trust in God.

My Whole Body 
Head, shoulders, knees, and toes,
Knees and toes.
Head, shoulders, knees, and toes,
Knees and toes.
My whole body can praise the Lord!
Head, shoulders, knees, and toes,
Knees and toes.

Eyes, ears, mouth, and nose,
Mouth and nose.
Eyes, ears, mouth, and nose,
Mouth and nose.
My whole body can praise the Lord!
Eyes, ears, mouth, and nose,
Mouth and nose.

Your 
Dearly

 3-Month-Old

Dearly

Infant and 
Toddler Ministry

God made

God’s Good Creation 
Genesis 1:1–2:24

plants and animals.

you and me!

God’s creation isvery good!

God made

Dearly Loved:
Infant and Toddler Ministry

Partnering with Parents
Partnering with Parents letters make it easy to 
reach the families of the infants and toddlers 
in your ministry with messages of faith and 
support that feel customized just for them. 
Letters are provided in PDF format that can 
be easily emailed or printed and mailed. This 
yearly resource is only $24.99!

You are my Son, whom I dearly love;  
in you I find happiness. (Mark 1:11)
 
Faith communities love to welcome new babies! We want babies 
and toddlers—and their families—to know they are safe, secure, 
and loved at church.

Interior Sample

Poster
Parent Letter

New for Infants 

and Toddlers!

Bible Story Units
Invite infants and toddlers to hear and explore a 
Bible story through listening, moving, playing, and 
creating. Each of the 12 Bible Story Unit downloads 
contains five Leader Guide sessions, a printable 
poster with beautiful photographs, and 2-3 songs 
to share in the classroom and with parents.

www.abingdonpress.com
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