
The Worship of God 
Please silence all cell phones during worship. Thank you. 

 
Pre-Service                                   Barbara Jacobs 

 
Welcome          Carly Harper 

Welcome to all who are gathered for worship today at FBC Fitzgerald. 

We seek to be an inclusive fellowship offering a place to grow, to serve, 

and to experience the unconditional love of God. If you are a guest, 

please fill out a visitor’s card found on the back of the pew in front of 

you and place it in the offering plate as you leave. Please introduce 

yourself to the pastor on your way out and let us know if you have any 

questions about our church. 

 
The Life of the Church 

Please read the announcements found in the worship bulletin 

and participate wherever you are able. 

 
Prelude                                                                                                

 
Hymn for Worship 567                                                                        AURELIA 

Another Year is Dawning 

 
Prayers of the People                                                                        Blane Jacobs                              

 
Special Music                                                                                         Greg Pope 

Will You Come and Follow Me 

Words and music by John L. Bell and Graham A. Maule 
*Congregation will be asked to sing this final stanza 

 

Lord, your summons echoes true when You but call my name.  

Let me turn and follow You and never be the same.  

In Your company I’ll go where Your love and footsteps show.  

Thus I’ll move and live and grow in You and You in me. 

 
Scripture Reading                                                                                  

Mark 1:1-20 

 
Hymn 451                                                                                            MARYTON 

O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee 

 
Instrumental Special Music                                                             Susan Spivey 

 
Sermon                                                                                       Greg Pope 

Beginning 

(Mark 1:1-45) 

 

Silent Reflection 

In the silence, read The Prayer of Baptismal Renewal, 

and then if you feel so led, join us in praying together. 

 
The Unison Prayer of Baptismal Renewal 

 

God of new life,  

you have claimed me as your own beloved child, 

and I have made the commitment to follow Jesus. 

 

In the waters of baptism I have been  

     marked by your forgiveness and grace,  

     baptized into the Body of Christ, 

     commissioned for ministry in Your kingdom, 

     to be led every day of my life by Your Spirit.  

 

Today I rededicate my life to the commitments of my baptism: 

     I will live as a forgiven child of God. 

     I will follow where you lead. 

     I will serve where you call me to serve. 

     I will fulfill my calling as a member of the Body of Christ. 

     I will live in the power of your Holy Spirit.  

 

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Discipleship and Community 

If you are feeling led to publicly profess your faith in Christ as Savior 

and Lord or to join your life with this community of faith, you are 

invited to come forward during the hymn of response and share that 

decision with the pastor. If you have any questions about membership, 

you are welcome to speak with the pastor at any time. For all 

worshipers, may this be a time of rededication of our lives to the 

kingdom of God and the way of Jesus. 

 
Hymn of Response 376                                                                             ASSAM 

I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 

 
Our Service of Worship is Ending. 

Our Worship Through Service is Beginning. 

 
The Invitation to Give of Ourselves and Our Gifts 

As you leave the sanctuary you are invited to place your offering in the 

offering plates located in the narthex. If you are need of envelopes,  

please contact the church office. 

 
Benediction                                                                                            Greg Pope 

 
Postlude                                                                                  Susan Spivey 
CCLI Account #1809261 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sanctuary Flowers 
The flowers in the Sanctuary today, are dedicated 

to the glory of God and placed in loving memory 

of Ed & Virginia Cox by Chris & Lydia Cook and family. 

_____________________ 

 

Worship Calendar 
 

Wednesday January 5 

6:00 pm in Sanctuary 

Prayer and Bible Study led by Charlie Solomon 
 

Sunday January 9 

One More Move 

1 Corinthians 13.9-13. John 21.1-8 

Julie Long Preaching 
 

Wednesday January 12 
6:00 pm in Sanctuary 

Steve O’Neal shares news about Christian Kitchen 
 

Sunday January 16 

Healing 
Mark 2.1-12 

A Celebration of Holy Communion 
 

Wednesday January 19 
6:00 pm in Sanctuary 

Prayer and Bible Study 

Introduction to the Gospel of Mark 

_____________________ 

Following Jesus Through the Gospel of Mark 

Daily Bible Readings 

Jan 3 – Mark 1.1-5   Jan 6 – Mark1.12-13 

Jan 4 – Mark 1.6-8   Jan 7 – Mark 1.14-15 

Jan 5 – Mark 1.9-11   Jan 8 – Mark 1.16-20  
 

After each reading 

ask the question: 
 

What does this passage teach us 

about being a follower of Jesus? 



Announcements 
 

 

Helping Kentucky Tornado Victims 
If you would like to donate money to the tornado victims in Kentucky,  

you can do so: 

1) by writing a check to FBC Fitzgerald designating in the memo   

"Tornado Disaster Relief" and bring it by the office or mail to  

the church or place it in the offering plate Sunday morning, or  

2)  by using the link below and donating directly. 
 

http://cbfky.org/tornado-disaster-response 

 
Following Jesus Through the Gospel of Mark 
A printout of the three month daily scripture reading can be found  

on the Narthex table. 

 
Church New Year Holiday Office Hours 

Normal business hours except for this day below. 

Monday, January 3 (Closed) 

 
Copies of Worship CD’s & DVD’s 

The duplicator has been replaced, in which, if you have requested a copy 

lately, please stop by the church office and pick up your copy.  

Thank you for your patience. 

 
Deacons’ Meeting  

NOTE: TIME CHANGE 
(Reminder for active Deacons) 

January 16, 2021 

1:30 pm 

 Mann Hall 

 
Children’s Summer Camp 

We are looking at attending Student Life Kids Camp at Shocco         

Springs Conference Center in Talladega, AL (June 25-28). The age 

range is an upcoming 3rd to completed 5th grade. The cost per child 

would be $295 and this would include all meals. Scholarships will be 

available if needed. Please let me know ASAP if you are interested. We 

will have a parent meeting on Sunday, January 9, 2022, immediately 

following worship service in the Sanctuary. 

 

 

 

Mark 1.1-20 (The Message translation by Eugene Peterson) 
 

 

The good news of Jesus Christ - the Message! - begins here, following to the letter 
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. Watch closely: I’m sending my preacher ahead of 
you; He’ll make the road smooth for you. Thunder in the desert! Prepare for 
God’s arrival! Make the road smooth and straight! John the Baptizer appeared in 
the wild, preaching a baptism of life-change that leads to forgiveness of sins. People 
thronged to him from Judea and Jerusalem and, as they confessed their sins, were 
baptized by him in the Jordan River into a changed life. John wore a camel-hair 
habit, tied at the waist with a leather belt. He ate locusts and wild field honey. As 
he preached he said, “The real action comes next: The star in this drama, to whom 
I’m a mere stagehand, will change your life. I’m baptizing you here in the river, 
turning your old life in for a kingdom life. His baptism - a holy baptism by the 
Holy Spirit - will change you from the inside out.” At this time, Jesus came from 
Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. The moment he came 
out of the water, he saw the sky split open and God’s Spirit, looking like a dove, 

come down on him. Along with the Spirit, a voice: “You are my Son, chosen and 
marked by my love, pride of my life.” At once, this same Spirit pushed Jesus out 
into the wild. For forty wilderness days and nights he was tested by Satan. Wild 
animals were his companions, and angels took care of him. After John was 
arrested, Jesus went to Galilee preaching the Message of God: “Time’s up! God’s 
kingdom is here. Change your life and believe the Message.” Passing along the 
beach of Lake Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew net-fishing. Fishing 
was their regular work. Jesus said to them, “Come with me. I’ll make a new kind of 
fisherman out of you. I’ll show you how to catch men and women instead of perch 
and bass.” They didn’t ask questions. They dropped their nets and followed. A 
dozen yards or so down the beach, he saw the brothers James and John, Zebedee’s 
sons. They were in the boat, mending their fishnets. Right off, he made the same 
offer. Immediately, they left their father Zebedee, the boat, and the hired hands, 
and followed.  
 

 
I.  The Beginning of the Gospel (1.1) 

II. John the Baptist (1.2-9) 

III. Baptism (1.9-11) 

IV. The Baptismal Life (1.11-45) 

     A. To Be Touched by God’s Spirit (1.10) 

     B. To Be Beloved (1.11) 

     C. Wilderness Time: Temptation and Discernment (1.12-13) 

     D. Living in the Kingdom of God (1.14-15) 

     E. Following Jesus (1.16-20) 

     F. Teaching/Preaching (1.21-22) 

     G. Healing (1.23-34) 

     H. Praying (1.35-39) 

     I. Being Healed (1.40-45) 
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