
 

At the end of February, our Church Aministrative 

Assistant, Janice Morris, will be retiring.  In 

apprecation of her many years of service here at 

First Baptist Church, we will be collecting a love 

offering.  As you give generously, please mark your 

giving envelope “Janice Love Offering”.  We will 

be collecting gifts through February 25
th

.  As you speak to Janice in the weeks 

ahead, please express your deep appreciation for all she has done in service to our 

Lord and First Baptist Church.  In addtion, the position of FBC Administrative 

Assistant is now open to applicants.  Please submit a resume to the church office 

and it will be forwarded to the Personnel Committee.  

  

Order of Worship Online 
If you would like to follow along on Sunday mornings by viewing the order of 

worship, you can log on to www.fbcfitz.com and click on “newsletter/bulletin” at 

the top of the page, then scroll down to find the appropriate date.  

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY SCHEDULE 
The Ladies Bible Study Group will not meet again until further notice. 

 

If you have needs for additional materials for Sunday School, 

information that needs to be shared on our Website or 

Facebook page or other needs concerning adult education, 

please contact Bailey and let her help you.    

 

The Pastor Search Committee appreciates all those who participated with 

the survey and the input that they have received so far.  Please continue to be in 

prayer for our church and this committee as we search for our next called pastor.  

The pastor search committee will meet again next Sunday afternoon, January 17th 

at 1:30pm in the Burch Hall.   
 

The 2021 Offering Envelopes have been placed in 

all the Sunday School classrooms and in the church 

Narthex.  If for some reason you cannot locate your 

envelopes, please contact the Church Office.  If we 

are not meeting in person, drop by the church office during regular office hours 

and we will help you locate you envelopes. 

 

 

With the recent passing of our life time church member and 

former church employee for many years, Betty Sims, and with 

the upcoming retirement of Janice Morris, I wanted to share 

the following words about Betty that were written by our 

former Associate Pastor Rev. Gerald Thomas.  I worked with Betty and my 

respect and love for her is beyond measure.  I have had the joy of working with 

Janice since she came to work here and words cannot express my appreciation 

for all of her hard work and the wonderful friendship we share.  In addition, I am 

constantly amazed at the dedication of Bailey to her work and I am thankful for 

the gifts that Carly will share with us here on staff.  Gerald’s words are a good 

reminder of what it means to work on a church staff.   Gerald Writes:  
 

“Whenever you give…do not let your right hand know what your left hand is 

doing”—Jesus  “Try the other side door, that one is locked!’  “The voice was 

Betty’s, but all I could see were flowers.  As I left our church gym, I realized the 

advice was directed to someone attempting to enter the gym kitchen.  From her 

vantage in the church’s flower garden, ‘the voice’ had noticed a struggling 

church member.  Turning back to the flower garden and squinting through the 

morning haze, I finally decerned Betty Sims.  Standing on the down-hill side of 

the garden, she appeared to be working in head-high roses.  I had enjoyed the 

flowers in passing.  Had she not offered help, I would not have detected Betty’s 

presence.  Ever wonder how our chuch initially organized to meet the needs 

when we opened a disater shelter last year?  When you arrived to pick up your 

class record on Sunday, were the office and education buildings unlocked?  

Wonder how we packed so many into a gym ‘just so’ at homecoming?  Have you 

arranged a wedding with a reception in one of our buildings?  Maybe a birthday 

party, a class or family reunion, or church meeting?  Entered worship to find the 

cooling or heat turned on so we can kibitz about the temperature?  Ever sat in a 

deacon’s meeting or planning meeting and devised grand and glorious ideas for 

some fellowship or ministry, then heard a staff member say, ‘I’ll get with Betty 

on that?’  At some point in the life of our church (and community), so much 

comes down in part or whole to ‘getting with Betty.’  Without her contributions, 

and the work of those she supervises, First Baptist would be a huge garden plot, 

upturned soil rich with anticipation—all fenced in from the hand of the Sower.  

For all the ways Betty’s work brings God and people together in a place, who 

would blame her for drawing attention to herself?  Instead, she devotes personal 

time to self-giving nurture.  As a pastor to plants, she slips into my office and 

apologizes to my vegetation for their plight of indifference.  She frets over them 

and they are born again.  Beyond worrying over the details of our programs and 

ministries, Betty fusses over the blooms of our roses and the fruit of our pecan 

trees.  She awards fresh flowers to our eating tables and office desks.  She pours 

herself into plants and people alike.  The only favor she asks is that we 

occasionally bloom.  Sometimes we do.  And more than just occasionally, it is 

because you, Betty Sims, had your hand in these things.  Forgive us when we 

don’t give you credit.  You’re so much like the Spirit of the Lord that it’s hard to 

catch you in the act.  You live your vocation so well, sometimes all we can see 

are the flowers”. 

Thanks be to God for the good life of Betty Sims.  Blessed be her memory. 

 

ZOOM SUNDAY SCHOOL STILL OFFERED 

There are also two SS classes that continue to offer zoom: contact information:    

The Bridge Sunday School Class: David Herlovich (229) 425-1089    

The Sportsman’s Class:  Hal Wiley (229) 425-3400  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The deacons have decided that there will be NO IN-PERSON Activities 

this Sunday morning due to a rise in COVID cases and our local and area 

hospitals being stretched to capacity. 

The deacons will meet this Sunday afternoon at 1:30pm in the Sanctuary to 

discuss our upcoming schedule.  This will allow them to gather more 

information this week so a wise and healthy decision can be made.   

Please be in prayer for our deacons and all our church family as we navigate 

these decisions ahead.   
 

 
 

The deacons will meet this Sunday afternoon, January 10
th

 at 1:30pm in the 

Sanctuary.  All active deacons are encouraged to attend.  Please wear a 

mask and keep socially distanced.  If you have been exposed to COVID or 

are showing any symptoms of COVID, please DO NOT attend this 

meeting. 

 

                                   

Dr. Tucker’s Title and Text 
“The Zacchaeus Tree” / Matthew 16:13-20 

13 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 
14 

They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, 

Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
15 

“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 
16 

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 
17 

Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 

revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 
18 

And I tell 

you that you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my church, and the 

gates of Hades will not overcome it. 
19 

I will give you the keys of the kingdom 

of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 
20 

Then he ordered 

his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 

 
Ms. Carly’s Corner 

Happy New Year! I am so excited to start this new adventure as we learn and 

grow together. You may have heard this past Sunday during worship, that we are 

starting "the verse of the month." Each week during worship we will say our verse 

together and hopefully by the end of the month both you and I will have it 

memorized in our hearts and in our minds. Our January verse is John 3:16-17. 

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  17 For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him." 
Be sure to keep working on our verse during the week and see if we can't have it 

memorized by the end of the month. I would love to see your parents add a video 

to our FBC Kids Zone Facebook page as you memorize your verses.  Also 

remember there is no Sunday School this coming Sunday morning and I will let 

you know when we will begin Mission Friends, RA's and GA's.  Please be patient 

as we do our best to keep families safe and engaged.       

  BLANE 

http://www.fbcfitz.com/


Opportunities for Worship and Ministry 
SUNDAY, January 10- NO IN-PERSON ACTIVITIES 

Sunday School.……………….………………………………..………10:00am-WRDO 

Worship………………………………………………………………..11:00 am-WRDO 

*Deacons Meeting in the Sanctuary…..……………………………………..…1:30 pm 

*Deacons are asked to wear a mask and keep socially distanced 

 

No More Wednesday Night Activities Until further Notice   

 

MONDAY – THURSDAY, January 11th through January 14th 

8:30 to 12:00 and 1:00 to 5:00 pm – Office Open  

 

 

 

SYMPATHY 

We extend our deepest sympathies to Vickie Lynn Harris, Shirley Coxen, and family at the 

death of their mother and sister respectively, Betty Sims, who passed away on December 

30 in Richmond Hill, Georgia.   

 
 

 

Ushers for January 2021, if needed   

Jim Womack, Steven Mitchell, Bob Mutchler, David Evans,  

Clay Cook, Farise Taylor, Allen Brown, Lamar McDonald  
 

Members in Care Facilities    

Magnolia Place (Ocilla):  Betty Jean Dorminy, Sara Phillips 

Harris House (Fitzgerald):  Bob Chandler 

Heritage Care (Ocilla):  Pat Sitton   

Maple Court (Tifton):  Virginia Hughes 

At Home Sr. Living (Cochran):  Marguerite Walker  

The Canopy (Warner Robins): Carolyn Hackler 

 

Homebound – Fitzgerald  

June & Don Morris, Ruth Smith 
 

Homebound – Out of Town & State  

  Lois Eppes – Middleburg, FL  

  Lois Freeman – Newnan, GA 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayers for Our People 

Becky Anderson, Barbara Ash, Linda Braun, Cathey Braziel, Carolyn H. Brown, Jean 

Brown, Carolyn Paul Burns, Clay Childers, Deannie Cleghorn, H.L. Cleghorn, Mike Cobb, 

Dee Ann Dale Cook, Polly Davis, John Donahue, Betty Jean Dorminy, Jessica Duncan, 

James Echols, Lois Eppes, Anna Etheridge, Wiley Evans, Joanie W. Fox, Madelyn Futch, 

Susan Garcia, Charles Golf, Joe Grant, Carolyn Hackler, Kay Hannon, Peggy Hardin, 

Margie Harris, Lori Hennesy, Lynn Herlovich, Virginia Hughes, Ashlynn Johnson, 

Dewayne Joiner, Clarice Lott, Jerry Lott, Judy Lowery, Deidra Stone Luke, Anne Nelms, 

Mary Martin, Wendy McFarland,  Mike McDonald, Glenda Moore, Sonya Morris, Pam 

Morrison, Kathy & Jim O’Neal, Steve O’Neal, Melba Ott, Sharice Parrot, Joe Petrie, Sara 

Phillips, Hugh Pike, Buddy Prescott, Norma Prescott, John David Roberts, Angie & Mark 

Robinson, Beth Rodgers, Sara Schell, Debbie Sherret, Hunter Sims, Pat Sitton, Ruth Smith, 

Karen Spivey, Lisa Wiggins Stanfill, Pastor Stewart & family, Gage Stubbs, Kelly Sumner, 

Margie Swanson, Hugh Turner, Tish Taylor, Joyce Treece Roy Thomas, Darryl Vaughn, 

Brenda Wiggins, Donald Wiggins, Lavonda Walters Womack, Ken Woods, Tim Woods, 

Ed Wynn 
 

 
 
 

 
“We Rise by Lifting others.” 

 

Church Staff 
Interim Sunday Morning Preacher………….…………………………Dr. Keithen 

TuckerMinister of Music & Youth…………....…………….………………...……...Blane 

Jacobs Administrative Assistant…………………….……...………………………. Janice 

Morris Staff Assistant/Adult Education…..………….…….…….…………………. 

Bailey Miller  

Director of Children’s Activities……………………………………………..Carly Harper 

Housekeeping……………………………….………………….…………...Antoinette Hill 

Church Organist…………………………. ………………………………...Barbara Jacobs 

Church Pianist………………………….……………………………………. Susan Spivey 
 

Contact us at 229-423-4367 or by email at fbc@fbcfitz.com.   

You can also check out church information and activities. 
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OF FITZGERALD, GA. 

SUNDAY MORNING AT FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

 
NO IN-PERSON ACTIVTIES THIS SUNDAY 

10AM – BARACCA ClASS RECORDING ON WRDO 
11AM- lIVE WORSHIP ON WRDO RADIO 96.9 

YOU CAN AlSO lISTEN ONlINE.  GO TO WWW.FBCFITz.COM AND 
ClICk ON MESSAGES, THEN ClICk ON THE “RADIO 96.9” ICON  

“THE zACCHAEUS TREE”  

 MATTHEW 16:13-20 

DR. kEITHEN TUCkER 
 

1:30PM- DEACONS MEET IN THE SANCTUARY 
PlEASE WEAR A MASk AND kEEP SOCIAllY DISTANCED 

 

NO WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES  

lOOkING AHEAD 
JANUARY 17TH- PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE MEETING 

1:30PM IN BURCH HAll (WEAR MASkS AND kEEP SOCIAllY DISTANCED) 
 

Printed on January 5, 2021 

 

First Baptist Church is a loving and caring Christian           
community seeking to extend the open hand of God’s grace to meet 
the physical and spiritual needs through worship, education, 
ministry, fellowship, and spiritual nurturing. 

 
  

  

Our Stewardship Review 

December 13 through December 31, 2020 

(Three Weeks) 

 

Weekly Budget Required ...……………………………….……...……....$  36,710.76  

Weekly Budget Received ……………………..…………...…………......$  46,198.15         

Designated Funds Received: (Benevolent)………………...…….….……$       500.00           

       (Lottie Moon)……..….……………………$    2,520.00 

       (Capital Improvements)..…………………..$      400.00 

       (Christian Kitchen)…………………………$      600.00 
               

 

   

          


