
Week of October 13- 

October 19th 
Mark 10:35-45 
Prayer Guide  

This week’s prayer time should be done at the end.* This is a very focused prayer time to deal 
with the specifics of the passage covered. We want to create a communal prayer experience 
so here are a few guidelines to give to the group: 

1.  Keep a “self-timer” in your head of about 10 seconds so no one person takes us most 
of the prayer time.   

2.  Pray as many times as you would like. Just keep it within the 10 second range. 

3.  Keep your prayers focused on the topic being facilitated. 

As the leader, facilitate through the following prayer topics: 

- Spend time thanking Jesus for the way that he came to Earth to serve us through his life, 
death, and resurrection. 

-Thank God for being the authority in our life and for working all of the circumstances of our 
life to be for our good and his glory. 

-Pray for God to expose the areas of our heart where we are individually not submitting to his 
authority.  Pray for God to reveal the areas of our missional family that we aren’t walking in 
obedience to his commands. 

-Pray for God to reveal the ways that we can serve each other in our missional family from 
the same posture that Jesus did.  Pray for God to reveal the ways that we can serve those 
outside of our missional family from the same posture that Jesus did.   

Discover 

What people can you think of in your life that are authority figures?  What people in your life 
are authority figures and servants at the same time?  How have these individuals impacted/
influenced your life? 

Are you open to accept help from other people?  When someone helps you with something, 
how does it make you feel? 

In our time together this week, we are going to talk about how Jesus came as the authority in 
our life, yet his posture was that of a servant.  The aim this week is to discover how following 
Jesus not only requires us to submit to his authority in our life, but to also accept the help 
that he offers.   

READ Mark 10:35-45 

Discuss 



1. What was the request that James and John had for Jesus?  What do you think was the 
motivation of their heart in making this request? 

2. What did Jesus mean when he answered them with his question, “Are you able to drink 
the cup that I drink?”   

3. What are the two purposes that Jesus gave for his coming in v. 45? 

4. In v. 42-45, what does Jesus reveal about their hearts, and about what the heart of his 
followers should be? 

In the scene right before our passage, Jesus gives his final and quite possibly most detailed 
prediction of what was about to happen to him through his trial, suffering, death and 
resurrection.  Despite the description of how Jesus would be spit on, beaten, and killed, 
James and John appear to totally miss the heart of his message by asking for a privileged seat 
in heaven.  The other disciples weren’t innocent bystanders because they would in turn get 
infuriated at the request for the brothers attempting to outdo them.  Jesus has shown them 
over and over again that he came to die.  They recognized him as their Rabbi, Teacher, and 
Master, but yet were missing the actions that he was modeling for them.   

Jesus would reiterate to them that he was about to drink the cup of the wrath of God on our 
behalf.  And in an intimate moment between Jesus and his disciples, he tells them the heart 
of why he came.  He came as the King, full of authority, yet his posture was that of a servant.  
He redefines greatness in such a counter-cultural way by saying that in the King’s economy, 
those that aspire to greatness find it in a downward mobility to servanthood, not through a 
desire for prominence.  He would then remind them of his purpose:  to not be served, but to 
serve even to the point of death.   

Have someone read Mark 8:31, Mark 9:31, Mark 10:33-34, John 13:1-17.  (Choose to read all, 
or some of these passages.) 

5. What is the purpose behind Jesus revealing to his disciples his plan to die?  Why would 
this be so hard for his disciples to hear and accept?  How do these truths speak to his 
humanity and his divinity? 

6. When Jesus speaks of giving his life as a ransom  FOR many, he is describing being a 
ransom in the place of someone.  What does this word picture show us about why 
Jesus had to die, and what he accomplished through his death? 

7. How is the death of Christ a service to us?  Is it hard to accept that Jesus actually 
served you?  Why is that?  What is unique about the way that Christ served us that is 
absolutely necessary for us to receive? 

8. How are we to model the service of Jesus to us in the way that we serve others?  

9. What are some specific ways that you can personally model this type of service?  What 
are some collective ways that our missional family can model this type of service? 

Jesus died in our place, and became our ransom.  The word ransom indicates the making of a 
payment demanded.  The Greek word for ransom is “lutron” which means a payment to 
release someone from some kind of bondage.  For us, the bondage was sin, and the demand 
for payment was death because that was the debt that our sin had incurred.  Jesus came to 
satisfy and pay this ransom.  This captures the central message behind the statement of Jesus 
when he said he didn’t come to be served.  The reality is that Jesus didn’t come to be served 



because he actually came to pay the price that only he was able to pay.  When Jesus says “I 
came not to be served,” this statement summarizes the truth that only one could satisfy his 
main purpose for coming-to serve others by giving his life as a ransom for many.   

His service to us is also a calling to not only receive the help that he provides for us through 
the gospel, but also to serve others.  The beauty of the gospel is that he served us by meeting 
the greatest need we have in life, and a need that we could not meet on our own.  By 
showing us the deepest level of servanthood possible, our challenge is to submit our lives to 
the authority of our Servant King and serve him by being a servant to others.   

Do 

 As a missional family, meditate this week on Mark 10:45.  As we attempt to put this into 
practice, this week will involve a two-part action: 

1.  Think of a way that you can serve those in your missional family in a tangible way.  
This could be helping them with a specific need, problem, etc.  This can also be 
through showing them unexpected service by caring for them in a tangible way.  
(Watching their kids so they can go on a date, taking them to have a cup of coffee and 
praying for them, etc) 

2. Think of a way that you can serve those who do not yet know Jesus.  This might be 
through demonstrating the gospel to a friend, co-worker, or neighbor that doesn’t 
know Jesus.  Pray that this tangible act of service might lead to an opportunity to 
declare the gospel.  


