
Week of May 4th - May 
10th  
2 Corinthians 8-9  

Prayer Guide 

This prayer guide is meant to help you facilitate a guided prayer time based on the discussion of the 
Word. You can be flexible in how this is used but we do want to pray in response to God’s Word and 
collectively as a church for certain request. Remember, in communal prayer we are not a bunch of 
individuals having individual conversations with God and only taking turns doing so. We are having a 
communal conversation with God. Help remind people to “share the time” by being mindful of the length 
of prayers while also reminding them to pray as many times as they would like. 


Facilitate through the following prayer topics:

- Praise God for his generosity that has been fully displayed in the life of Christ

- Thank Jesus for becoming spiritually poor so we may become rich toward God

- Confess any sin related to generosity and giving. Confess any impure motives, lack of trust, or holding 

back in giving due to any lack of resources, etc

- Ask the Spirit to give us generous hearts that long for the joy of giving

- Pray that our church would be sacrificial in generosity. Pray we would be ready to meet each other’s 

needs with joy and in abundance


Collective prayer request this week: (this will feature a request for our church, city, or world that our 
whole church will be praying over. Encourage everyone to write this down somewhere or make a note 
and continue to pray for it each day)


-Commit to praying each day this week for our support raised- global partners and support-raised 
ministry leaders within our church. Pray that God would continue to supply generous and joyful ministry 
partners. If you want to know a specific partner to pray for or give to, reach out to Dan for suggestions.  


Discover 

“If God’s love for His children is to be measured by our health, wealth, and prosperity, then God must 
have hated the apostle Paul.” -John Piper


When people in our society think of the church and money, what comes to mind is often negative: 
images of prosperity preachers, televangelist, etc.  Some Christians see money as on outright enemy, 
while some see financial prosperity as a sure sign of God’s blessing.  But what does the Bible have to 
say about how we should view giving and receiving? 


We will dig into what Paul has to say about financial stewardship in the 2 Corinthians 8 and 9.  But 
before reading the contents of the passages, we need to dig through some background information.  
The following details the situation of the people whom Paul was addressing in our passage.  


“The Collection for the Lord’s People. There were several reasons for the continuing poverty in 
Jerusalem: (1) After their conversion to Christ, many Jews in Jerusalem would have been ostracized 
socially and economically. (2) The experiment in community sharing (described in Acts 2:44-45; 



4:32,34-35) may have aggravated, though it did not cause, their poverty. (3) Persistent food shortages in 
Judea because of overpopulation culminated in the famine of AD 46 (Acts 11:27-30). (4) As the mother 
church of Christendom, the Jerusalem church had to support a proportionately large number of teachers 
and probably had to provide hospitality for frequent Christian visitors to the holy city. (5) Jews in Judea 
were subject to crippling twofold taxation-Jewish and Roman-which in the first century may have been 
as much as 40 percent.” (Zondervan Study Bible)\


It is these struggling believers for whom Paul is attempting to gather a collection in our passage.  


Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-15. 

Discuss 

1. Paul begins his requests for financial giving by citing two examples of generosity.  What are the two 
examples he cites?  *The Macedonian church in verse 1 and Jesus in verse 9 

2. How would you describe the situation of the Macedonian church? How would you describe their 
attitude? How does Paul describe their generosity? 

3. Paul was pleased with the gift offered by the Macedonian church.  How does their example both 
encourage and convict you, particularly if you feel you don’t have much to give? 

Paul’s first example of generosity, the Macedonian church, should be an inspiration to all believers.  They 
are described as living in “extreme poverty.”  But this extreme poverty was not alone - they also 
possessed an abundance of joy.  This is striking for many in our culture who assume that an abundance 
of joy is not possible without an abundance of financial prosperity.  What’s more, this abundance of joy 
and extreme poverty is said to have resulted in “a wealth of generosity on their part.”


4. What does verse 1 tell us about how people in extreme poverty could have abundant joy and abundant 
generosity? How does that impact your view of your own ability to give?  

Paul attributes this church’s generosity to “the grace of God.” This fits perfectly with the second example 
of generosity given by Paul - Jesus Christ. Paul reminds us that Jesus gave up ultimate riches on our 
behalf, so that we, who were destitute, could experience true riches. 


5. Many would point to verse 9 to explain that Jesus died so that Christians could prosper financially.  
How would you respond to this claim and what biblical basis would you give for your response? *First 
and foremost, the Macedonian church themselves.  You could point to the life of Jesus on earth, the lives 
of the apostles, the numerous commands in scripture to be on your guard against wealth, to store up 
treasures in heaven, the widow’s mite, etc. 

6. What is significant about Paul not giving a command to give, but instead giving us these particular 
examples of generosity?  

It’s important to have laid the foundation of how God wants us to view money before digging into this 
next section.  So, with that foundation laid, we will transition now to our second passage - 2 Corinthians 
9:6-15.


7. According to the passage, why should we be confident to give even when our own economic future 
might be uncertain?  *God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficient in all 
things at all times, you may abound in every good work 



8. Thus far we’ve seen that Paul’s guidelines for giving include: giving should be voluntary, not forced.  
Giving should be done generously and happily, not sparingly and begrudgingly. In verse 7, what 
guidelines are given for our giving? *Giving should be planned and prepared for.   

9.Which of these  characteristics of Christian generosity do you most struggle with and why?  What are 
you not believing about God when you struggle with one of these characteristics?  

10.  It’s fair to say that God sometimes blesses us financially when we are generous.  According to 11-13, 
what are some of His aims in responding to our generosity by blessing us? *That we may be even more 
generous, that needs may be met, that He would be glorified 

11. In light of our discussion, what may need to change about your giving habits?  What areas of your 
generosity have been challenged?  What changes will you prayerfully make in light of this discussion, 
remembering that it is “the grace of God” that will empower true obedience? *do you need to establish 
regular giving patterns, remember how Jesus became poor for your sake, repent of not having a cheerful 
attitude towards giving


Do 

1. Reflect on all the ministries you give to.  Spend some time thanking God that He allows you to 
partner with Him in that ministry.  Ask God to bring you a renewed joy in that.


2. If you have not already, sit down and analyze your budget.  Place giving as the top priority, letting 
everything else fall in place behind that.


After taking these steps, discuss with your DNA group what changes God brought about. 
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