
Lesson 4: Image Bearers in God’s Economy 

Our word “economy” comes from a Greek word that literally meant “good housekeeping” of 
someone or something. They Bible shows us that God’s economy, or His work in keeping the 
world, is a picture of His love and care for people paired with His invitation to those people to 
join in with Him in the work of growing, redeeming, and caring for His creation.  We come into 
God’s economy when we accept Christ as Lord and believe the gospel.  We are then invited by 
God to become His image bearers who partner with Him in His work in the world.


As people taking part in the world’s structures and systems which are both instituted by God 
and fallen (like media, government, education, entertainment, households, businesses, etc.), 
we at one time operated within those systems without an understanding of the gospel. In that 
state, we were probably prone to give into the pressure to be shaped by the culture of those 
systems and institutions - we were being conformed to their “image.” All of those systems and 
structures have differing language, values, and rewards outside of the purposes of God.  


The gospel changes that for us.  Jesus, the firstborn over all creation, existed within our world 
to show us how we should exist within our world.  He represented the truest image of both 
God and man for us.  Through His life, death, and resurrection, He reversed the curse of sin 
and death in us, and ultimately in the institutions of the world. He gives us His record of 
righteousness and makes us partners in His work. 


Ephesians 4 tells us that not only did God redeem us through Christ, He also gave us various 
gifts through Christ.  In Christ, we are the recipients of supernatural gifts like joy, peace, 
patience, and kindness.  The grace of God unleashes the Spirit of God by faith in the Son of 
God so that we have all of the resources we need to build up God’s kingdom through our work. 


Let’s think through some aspects of image bearing in our work. 


First, our work has eternal purposes.  All human beings resemble God by bearing His image, 
but through Christ in us, we bear that image more clearly.  In Christ, we are less likely to misuse 
God’s gifts.  Jesus promises to be present with us in the world and to work through us, so a 
big part of our job is to simply pay attention to what He is doing and apply His power and 
perspective to whatever is in front of us.


This idea can be seen in a well known story of three workers.  All three workers were carrying 
stones.  The first was asked what he was doing, and responded by saying “I’m carrying 
bricks.”  The second, when asked the same question, responded by saying “I’m building a 
wall.”  The third worker, when asked that question, responded by saying “I’m building a 
cathedral to the glory of God!” The perspective makes all the difference.


Second, our work points to Jesus ultimate work.  We not only bear God’s image, we do our 
work to honor Him.  As God’s blood bought children, we desire to bring glory to the family 
name, just as Jesus did. 


Third, our work is empowered by the Holy Spirit.  We are guaranteed God’s power at work in us 
through His Holy Spirit.  We will find ourselves in situations that we cannot handle in our own 
strength.  Our backs will be against the wall.  We will need wisdom.  We will need love and 
patience and discernment. God awaits our prayers in these situations so that He can provide 
His resources and be glorified for the way He works.




Lastly, our image bearing points to the true image bearer.  We will work alongside and with 
unbelievers.  This is no accident. God has ordained these situations so that through our work 
unbelieving people will be introduced to the true image bearer of God the Father, Jesus Christ.  


The Good Samaritan, for example, was a model neighbor. It was as he was going about his 
normal tasks the he found someone in deep need.  He responded faithfully and selflessly to the 
reality that God had placed Him there to meet that need.  We not only reflect God’s image 
when we do something drastic, but when we pay attention to what God is already doing in our 
every day lives and pursue the needs He places in front of us.


As God’s image bearers, all of our personal circumstances are an opportunity to participate in 
God’s work.  In Christ, we do not have to work to earn God’s favor or get all we can for 
ourselves.  The gospel frees us to reflect our Heavenly Father in His beauty, providence, and 
care.  As we undertake our God given daily tasks, we are actively participating in what God is 
doing in the world.  


Our generous God is inviting us to reflect Him in all we do.  He is daily using us as His image 
bearers to bring him glory through this new economy, in which all things are being brought 
under His righteous rule.  
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