
Article for Lesson 3 
As we think through the story of the Bible, God’s people often find themselves in the midst of 
societies that don’t worship the true God.  We see God’s people in Egypt, Canaan, Babylon, 
and the Roman Empire.  We find ourselves in a society that is often opposed to the gospel. The 
question for us is: How should we interact with the people around us where we study, live, 
work, and play?


	 Let’s say your supervisor asks you to do something that you find immoral on a 
particular project in order to help your company.  Know one but you would know.  To quit your 
job over the matter seems too extreme - your family depends on the income, and you’ve given 
years of your life to the company.


	 Or what if a group of other stay at homes makes some racist jokes and remarks about a 
new family in the neighborhood from another culture?


	 Or maybe you have the opportunity to tear down another student to your professor in 
order to get ahead for an internship or other opportunity.  


What should a Christian do in these situations?  Christians have generally responded in three 
ways:


By pretending.  This first response gives in to sinful demands or expectations.  This could be 
because you are indifferent to doing wrong or because you are blindly accepting the values of 
the workplace.  Christians can even rationalize this position by twisting the gospel truth that 
we’ve been forgiven for our sin.  This response could also show that we aren’t letting our 
private faith influence our public life.  This attitude is often referred to as pretense because we 
are essentially pretending that our actions don’t matter.  We just assume that we will be 
forgiven.  We might even trick ourselves into thinking that we aren’t sinning if we have good 
intentions or if we feel forced to do wrong.  In reality, neither situation allows us to disobey the 
clear commands of Scripture.  


Another response is to perform.  This revolves around seeing a temptation in the workplace as 
an opportunity to “prove ourselves.”  We may appear to have made the righteous choice in a 
given situation, but in reality have done nothing other than to swell our pride because we did 
what was right.  


We need to be reminded that our righteous decisions are not the basis of our goodness, and 
the primary problem for non believers is not their value system, but a lack of faith in Christ.  


So, how should Christians respond in these situations?  


The third response is what we will call a gospel centered response.  Our call is to both uphold 
the requirements of God found in Scripture while also respecting those in our lives in positions 
of authority.  


But to really grasp this third way, we need to understand how the first two improper responses 
are connected.  Both of those improper responses make the assumption that God is not 
present in our situation and that the gospel is unable to affect our situation.  So, our response 
is to pretend or perform rather than look to Christ for strength and wisdom. 


When God’s promises and the power of His gospel shape us, we become more aware of two 
realities: 1. God’s character - His love, holiness, power, and presence 2. Our understating of 



our own sinfulness.  We begin to see how the fall has affected every action we take and every 
thought we have. As we grow, we begin to see that even motivations we thought were 
righteous are affected by sin. 


God wants us free of performance and pretense.  He wants us to be free to admit our 
dependence, confess our sins, repent and live in dependence on His grace and His Spirit as 
we work, pray, and live.  He wants us to pursue the good for others the way we pursue good 
for ourselves.  His desire is that we be both “set apart” in the way we think and act but also 
simultaneously “set among” the people in our society who do not have faith in Christ.  


A gospel response to pretense and performance forces us to depend on God’s power, 
promises, and love because we realize that all of our thoughts and actions are affected by our 
sin nature.  Without this gospel perspective, we will be vulnerable to the temptations of our 
work culture, whether we are the worker at the company, the stay at home mom, or the student 
from the earlier scenarios.  


What if in the scenario involving the office-worker,  the worker was willing to work overtime on 
the particular project to ensure that his company succeeded, showing his boss that he was 
both committed to the company and to his integrity?


What if the student chose to trust God for his or her future rather than feel the need to put 
others down in order to advance their own interests?


What if the stay at home mom reached out to the new family, maybe having them over for 
dinner and inviting some of the other families to take part? 


A gospel centered response is a powerful choice when presented with the other options- to 
pretend or perform.  Both of these perspectives are centered on glorifying ourselves in various 
ways, while the gospel centered response is focused on glorifying God for giving us His 
wisdom, power, and grace to navigate tricky situations. Remember that in every tense 
situation, God is at work through you to affect the culture where you work for His glory while 
also changing you from the inside out.


Growing in an awareness of our own sinfulness is not enjoyable.  It involves coming to grips 
with the fact that we aren’t as good as we make ourselves out to be.  We have to rest in the 
work of Jesus if we are going to face our own sin honestly.  If we don’t, guilt and shame will 
cause us to run back to our functional saviors, our idols - things like making a lot of money, 
gaining the respect of others, etc. even when we know privately that we fail in so many ways.


Alternatively, deepening our understanding of God’s holiness isn’t easy either.  It involves 
depending on Him rather than on our own strength and wisdom.  It means accepting His 
displeasure with our sinful thoughts and actions.  It means repenting of those things.  Again, in 
the face of His holiness, we must rest on the work of Jesus, or else we will wind up working 
harder, but in the same old ways, trying to earn God’s approval through our efforts.  
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