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Consider the following scenarios:


A young mother tells her friends at a play-date: “I don’t think I was fully prepared for the 
difficulty of taking care of a baby.  I love her deeply, but I don’t understand how to come to 
grips with doing the same thing day in and day out on very little sleep.”


A young man who was recently let go from his job says through tears. ‘I’m sure that there is a 
purpose for my life.  I know that I should be doing something that matters, something that God 
wants me to do.”


A student says “I try to get my schoolwork done, but it seems like all my friends spend their 
time partying and enjoying themselves.  Truthfully, I don’t even know that I’ll get a good job 
with my major after I graduate, so usually I jump in with my friends and party.  I’m a follower of 
Jesus, but I just don’t see how that applies to my stage of life right now.”


A mom shares that it was rewarding to be able to stay home and homeschool her children, but 
now that her son is grown he doesn’t express any interest in church.  I’m wondering now what 
all of those years were for.


As you reflect on your life, you can probably relate to these scenarios. You probably have some 
concerns and questions about the meaning, significance, and motivation for what you’re doing.  
We all hope our daily work will make a difference, but we often feel a distance between your 
daily tasks and your Christian identity. 


Some questions we often consider:


Am I doing the right thing?

What should I do with the rest of my life?

My work is unpaid; does that mean it’s not important?

Why is work so stressful?

What if I lose my job? Who will provide for my family?

Why do I get so afraid when I make a mistake at work?

Is it possible to go to work and not get involved in gossip and politics?

Am I a good parent?

Is what I’m doing make a difference?


These questions are deeper than work - they speak to our faith, our meaning and significance, 
identity, and our struggle with sin. This struggle to bring together our faith and our work goes 
back to the creation story.  Since Adam and Eve’s first sin in the garden, humanity’s experience 
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of God’s good gifts of work, childbirth, and relationships have been broken and difficult. We 
have a sense that this is not the way things should be, but we’re not sure if our lives can be 
made whole again.


In the first two chapters of Genesis, God is at work creating, dividing, filling, inspecting, and 
declaring all things good.  In the garden before the first sin, there was no need to bring your 
faith into your work.  Adam and Eve had a perfect relationship with God, each other, and 
creation.  There will come a day when we will be brought back to that perfect harmony.  
Everything will be made new when Christ returns.  


Right now, however, we live in between these two realities.  Life is broken, but the good news 
is that Jesus has purchased for us a new wholeness.  Because of His death and resurrection, 
we can turn to Him in repentance and faith to receive forgiveness for our sins and the power of 
the Holy Spirit to renew us from the inside out.  


Because of these truths, even the smallest thing we do can become an act of worship when 
performed by faith and for God’s glory.  This faith changes everything we do.  Martin Luther 
said it this way:


“When a father goes ahead and washes diapers or performs some other menial task for his 
child in Christian faith, God, with all his angels and creatures, is smiling, not because that 
father is washing diapers, but because he is doing so in Christian faith.”


Hopefully that helps you see how living by faith in Jesus can revolutionize our idea of vocation, 
or work.  We depend on Jesus to walk with us in daily life.  We need His Spirit to guide us so 
that our relationship with Him brings wholeness to the broken parts of life. We get the privilege 
of participating in God’s work, no matter what our work is:  student, dishwasher, waitress, stay 
at home mom, office staff, church staff, business owner, doctor, plumber, artist, contractor, the 
reality is that we do all things with Christ, because of Him, and with the help of His Spirit. 


Because of Jesus, our work is not just something we do to fulfill our own goals.  For us now, all 
of our work is kingdom work, when done in service of the King for His purposes. This reality 
brings a deep meaning and significance to even the most simple tasks.  The Bible tells us that 
Jesus called us to live for Him, prepared beforehand good works for us to do, and all that we 
do is in His hands. For the follower of Christ, our work is not a segment of our life, but is 
transformed along with the rest of our lives into service to the King. 


Maybe you’ve not been thinking about work this way.  For many of us, work can feel like a 
burden because we aren’t believing that God is advancing His kingdom through us, His 
children.  For others among us, work is something that we are trusting in to bring us things that 
we don’t trust God to give us- the Bible calls these things idols. Our work can then become a 
way to chase our idols as we seek meaning and fulfillment outside of Christ.  When this 
happens, work becomes a trap in which we become either proud of our successes or 
discouraged by our failures.


In our fallen nature, our impulse will always be to minimize the presence of God in our work, 
which can make everything feel like a grind.  Another impulse may be to prop up our efforts 



and accomplishments in our work apart from God.  To avoid these two pitfalls, we must see 
that our work is partnership with Jesus. He has already achieved success for us and offers us 
grace when we fail and fall short.  There are several gospel truths we need to cling to as we live 
out our vocation in a fallen world:


● Daily forgiveness - 1 John 1:9-10 / We need forgiveness that Jesus bought us as we 
often live for our work instead of for God’s purposes


● Help from the Spirit - Luke 11:13 / We need the Spirit’s transforming power to change 
our motives in our work


● The perspective of faith - Ephesians 2:8 / We need God to give us His perspective 
instead of our own


● Resurrection Power - Ephesians 1:15-23 / We need the same power that raised Jesus 
from the dead for help


● God’s Control - Romans 8:28 / When things go badly or not as we had hoped at work, 
we need to be reminded that God has the final say.  


It’s true that meaningful work is not all there is to life, but a meaningful life is not possible apart 
from knowing that God is working, using our ordinary efforts for His extraordinary purposes.  
When we begin making Jesus the center of our work, God will use us and our struggles to 
advance His kingdom and make us more like Him. 



