
Week of August 25-
August 31 
Romans 1:18-25 

Prayer Guide 

*This week’s prayer time should be done at the end.* This is a very focused prayer time to deal with the 
specifics of the passage covered. We want to create a communal prayer experience so here are a few 
guidelines to give to the group. Make sure to remind the group of these three things before praying:

1. Keep a “self-timer” in your head of about 10 seconds so no one person takes us most of the prayer 

time

2. Pray as many times as you would like. Just keep it within the 10 second range.

3. Keep your prayers focused on the topic being facilitated


As the leader, facilitate through the following prayer topics:

- giving thanks for the ways God has specifically made himself known to us, not just in general 

revelation

- Asking God to reveal our idols

- Confession of the lies we have believed

- For the “Ga Mong” people of China (Our sent missionaries Gunner and Emily Stewart have a goal to 

reach them) who only have a general revelation of God and have never heard the good news of Christ


Discover 

What is the major problem facing the world today? How can it be fixed? What part do we have to play in 
the problem and the possible solutions?  

We do not have to look very hard to realize the world is a broken place. Where is God is the midst of 
this? How have we played a part? What is the solution? This passage and discussion will help us get a 
better idea of the damaging effects of sin and the real issues behind it. 


READ ROMANS 1:18-25 

Discuss 

1. What are some things that can be known about God by all people?(v. 19-20) 
2. According to verse 21, is there a way to have a knowledge of God without responding appropriately? 
3. How so? (v. 21) 

This passage informs us of a knowledge about God that can be experienced by all people. It is not a 
deep knowledge or a saving knowledge about God the Bible talks about elsewhere; No, this knowledge 
is a general knowledge of His power and existence that has been made known through His creation. 
Most theologians would refer to this as general revelation: God’s revealing of himself to all people in all 
places. However, verse 21 lets us know people do not honor him as God or give him the proper thanks 
He is due. The results are becoming “futile in our thinking” and having “foolish hearts that are darkened”. 


4. What does this teach us about sin? How has a rejection of God impacted every part of who we are? 



5. What does this reveal about what needs to change in us? 

A rejection of God, or a “suppression of the truth” (v. 18)  has brought about serious consequences for 
us. First, it brings God’s wrath (v.18). A rejection of our Creator and giver of life is worthy of a death 
sentence only He has the right to give or take away. Second, our rejection of God has seriously distorted 
our reality. Our thinking and our hearts are foolish, incapable, and darkened to any truth. In the Bible the 
word heart is used to mean the whole person, with all our inner thoughts and desires. So sin has 
affected our hearts. Our desires are misplaced and the only way to change is to have our very hearts 
changed and made new.


6. Looking at verses 23-25, where do we see the word “exchange”? What is being exchanged in verse 
23? What about in verse 25?  

These verses lay out two big issues we can find behind every sin: idolatry, and misplaced truth.


What is an idol? It is anything more important to you than God, anything that absorbs your heart and 
imagination more than God, anything you seek to give you what only God can give. 
1

What is misplaced truth? Behind every sin is a lie we are believing. We are believing this sin or this thing 
can give me what I want. We are believing in promises it cannot keep. In doing that, we are having to 
turn from believing a proper truth that God is all I need, His promise is real, He is what I truly desire. 


7. What are some ways we exchange the glory of God for things he has created? In other words, what 
are some of our idols? (re-read the definition of idolatry if necessary)  
8. What are some ways we exchange truths for a lie? What are some things we trust and believe in other 
than God and His Word? 
10. How can we help each other in this? 

The reality is none of us will change and properly worship God without a heart change. Though we have 
exchanged the worship and truth of God for created things and mistruths, God has made a greater 
exchange. He has sent his Son to be sin for us, so that in Him we may become the righteousness of God 
(2 Corinthians 5:21). When we truly believe that, our old sinful desires and life is put to death with Christ, 
and we are raised with him to walk in a newness of life. That means new desires, new ways of thinking, 
and new ways of living. Even after we come to believe the amazing truth of the gospel, we still struggle 
to believe it in every situation. We are to be constantly growing in the trust of this amazing truth from 
God. One of the best ways to grow in this truth is by surrounding ourselves with other believers who will 
help reminds us, show us Christ love, and help us when we need to experience grace and forgiveness all 
over again.  


11. What are some specific things we can do to turn away from the worship of idols?

12. What are some specific truths we need to come back to believing? How would that impact your life?


Do 

Have the group write down the definition of idolatry offered above. Challenge each person to reflect this 
week and identify some consistent and ongoing idols they may have. Encourage them to share their 
thoughts with at least one other person. 


https://www.kevinhalloran.net/tim-kellers-definition-of-idolatry/1
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