
Week of April 27th 
2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

Prayer Guide 

This prayer guide is meant to help you facilitate a guided prayer time based on 
the discussion of the Word. You can be flexible in how this is used but we do want to pray in response to 
God’s Word and collectively as a church for certain request. Remember, in communal prayer we are not 
a bunch of individuals having individual conversations with God and only taking turns doing so. We are 
having a communal conversation with God. Help remind people to “share the time” by being mindful of 
the length of prayers while also reminding them to pray as many times as they would like. 


Facilitate through the following prayer topics:

- Thank God for opening your eyes to see His glory and beauty in the face of Christ

- Confess any times of not treating life like a spiritual battle.

- Praise God for his sovereignty and power. Praise Jesus for His ultimate victory over sin, satan, and 

death

- Ask the Spirit to give you enlightened eyes to see the Spiritual condition of those around you

- Ask for encouragement to share the gospel with unbelievers with confidence in God’s power


Collective prayer request this week: (this will feature a request for our church, city, or world that our 
whole church will be praying over. Encourage everyone to write this down somewhere or make a note 
and continue to pray for it each day)


- Cry out to God for the Spirit to cause a wide-scale movement of repentance and faith across our city. 
As a missional family, commit to pray daily for at least one person by name who will respond in faith to 
the gospel video being shared from the “do” section. 


Discover 

How could some people describe the gospel as “cosmic child abuse, (an attack on the cross offered by 
many atheists or agnostics who view the cross as cruel and illogical)” while others find the events of the 
gospel to be the most beautiful and loving events in human history?  

Was there a time in your life in which you acknowledged the events of the gospel, but did not see them 
the same way you see them now?  What changed? 

Read 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

Discuss 

1. According to this passage, there are essentially two groups of people as it relates to the gospel.  How 
would you describe these two groups?   
2. Based on this passage, why would you say some people receive the gospel and some people reject it? 

In the case of unbelievers, Satan has “blinded” them to the gospel.  They may be able to comprehend 
the facts of the gospel narrative, but they are blind to the “glory” of those events.  For others, God has 
“shone into their hearts” enabling them to see the glory contained in the gospel. 


Let’s pause and reflect on some connections to creation that Paul is making here.   



3. Have someone read Genesis 1:3 and Genesis 1:27. What are the similarities between the passages in 
Genesis and our passage in Corinthians? 

In the same way that God broke through the chaotic darkness of an unformed world, He shines through 
the chaotic darkness of unbelief.  He opens hearts and minds to see glory in the cross where the world 
sees shame and foolishness. Also, Paul describes Jesus as the image of God.  We know that was man’s 
original role in the garden, and we know that man failed in this role.  God is now recreating.  He is shining 
light and through Jesus is restoring broken image bearers through His perfect image bearer, His Son 
Jesus.


4. Getting back to the passage, let’s dig into the implications of Paul referring to Satan as “the god of this 
world.”  What do each of the following verses say about Satan’s power?  *You may want to provide a bit 
of context for each verse before discussing each verse individually  

Job 2:4-6 / John 13:27 / Acts 5:3 / Luke 4:5-7 / Luke 8:12 

Those verses, as well as our passage in Corinthians, show us that Satan has very real power in this 
world.  But we must remember that Satan is tied to the leash of God’s sovereignty. In the world, Satan is 
restrained by God.  He cannot inflict the level of destruction he wants.  He cannot blind everyone to the 
gospel as he wants.  God sovereignly overcomes Satan’s activity and man’s unbelief in salvation.  


5.  What do the following verses tell us about Jesus’ victory over Satan? 

Matthew 25:41 / 1 John 3:8 / Acts 10:38 / Revelation 12:9-10 / Matthew 8:16 

6. How does an understanding of Satan’s power help better equip you in understanding your personal 
battle with unbelief? 

7. How does the understanding of Jesus’ victory over Satan help equip you to fight your unbelief? 

The brokenness around us is a result of Satan’s activity and God’s sovereignty.  The same is true of the 
unbelief in the lives of those who do not accept the gospel.  When we enter into that world and into the 
lives of those people with the message of the gospel, we should understand that we are not merely 
debating the nature of truth, the accuracy of the Bible, or any other particular issue.  We are doing battle 
with an unseen, powerful adversary bent on the destruction of humanity.  We should also cling to the 
truth that Jesus gives us the victory.  


7. In what ways should an understanding of Satan’s activity change the way you approach evangelism?  

8. In what ways should an understanding of God’s sovereignty change the way you approach 
evangelism? 

9. How could a focus on Satan’s activity affect believers in a negative way when it comes to evangelism? 
In other words, how might some misuse or abuse this truth? *we don’t throw out tools and strategies for 
evangelism and mission because of Satan’s power, those things are often the means God uses to defeat 
Satan / we do not throw out what may seem to be an “ordinary” way of loving the lost - serving, loving, 
building relationships  

10. How could an understanding of God’s sovereignty in evangelism affect believers in a negative way? In 
other words, how might some misuse or abuse this truth? *we don’t fall into the trap of believing that our 
efforts don’t matter, because salvation belongs solely to the Lord’s sovereignty.  Our efforts are the 
sovereign means he employs to bring sinners to repentance  



10. How do all of these truths help us as a missional family engage unbelievers with the gospel? 

11. Have someone reread 2 Corinthians 4:5.  How does that passage give us clear steps in how to move 
forward in evangelism? 

Sometimes Christians can experience what’s called “paralysis by analysis” when it comes to evangelism.  
There are so many different evangelism tools and strategies and methods.  We know that Satan is at 
work to blind unbelievers.  We know that God is ultimately decisive in gifting a person with saving faith.  
It can be easy to become overwhelmed and simply throw in the towel on trying to share the gospel.  
What we need to remember is this: We do not proclaim ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord.  Both Jesus 
and Paul used farming metaphors to communicate the spiritual truth that all we can do as believers is 
plant seed.  It is God who gives growth.  That should give us a great confidence as we go out into the 
world and proclaim Christ.  We are called to faithfulness, God will provide the fruitfulness. 


Do 

Send out the following link: http//three-two-one.org to your missional family. 


Challenge the members of your missional family to pray for one person in their life who is an unbeliever.  
Have them share the video (via text, email, etc.) with that person.  

http://three-two-one.org
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