
Week of September 22 - 
September 28 
1 Chronicles 13 

Prayer Guide 

This week’s prayer time can be done at the beginning or the end. This is a communal prayer time of 
“Intercession and Request”. During this prayer time, we want to allow the freedom for people to ask for 
prayer and for each request to be concentrated on. We want to avoid spending 10-15 minutes giving 
prayer request and only praying for 2-3 minutes at the end. To help us better intercede, keep these 
guidelines:

1. Ask for prayer request of any kind, but also remind the group we are here to pray not only for our 

material needs but also our spiritual needs. 

2. We also want to celebrate things God is doing in our hearts and lives and praise him together.

3. Focus on one request together. Once a person has given a request, take time to pray over it for the 

next several minutes before moving on to another request. You may ask one person to pray, or you 
may have several people pray for that one person and request. 


4. Continue to do this for each request.


Discover 

Our culture today challenges the holiness of God in many ways.  You may have heard this challenging of 
God’s holiness expressed in some of the following ways: 

 “How could a loving God send people to Hell?” 
“All religions lead to God in the end.” 
“God just wants us to be happy.” 

How do those statements challenge what we know about the holiness of God?


Today we will continue our look at Chronicles by examining a story that you may not be familiar with. In 
our last session, we saw that God punished Saul, resulting in Saul’s death and the kingdom being 
handed over to David.  David’s reign begins with hope.  The people are overjoyed because they now 
have who they believe to be God’s chosen king on the throne.  Unfortunately, however, as we will see 
today, the people are still unable to approach God’s holy presence appropriately. 


READ 1 CHRONICLES 13 

Discuss 

1. Why is David wanting to bring the ark to Jerusalem? (V.3) 
2. On what do the people set the ark? (V 7) 
3. Read Exodus 25:10-15. How was the ark supposed to be carried?  



David is well intentioned.  He knows that the nation of Israel, under Saul, had not “inquired of the Lord.”  
He hopes to begin his reign differently, with the worship and presence of God as the focus.  One of the 
first steps he takes in order to accomplish this is to have the ark of God, or the ark of the covenant, 
brought to his city.  What is this “ark of the covenant?” “The ark contained three items: the Ten 
Commandments written on two tablets, Aaron’s rod (Num. 17), and a bowl of manna. Most importantly, 
the ark of God symbolized the presence of God for the Israelites.” *Bryan Estelle in Tabletalk footnote -

David and the Israelites know that the presence of God is vital to their flourishing as the people of God.  
But in their zeal, they do not carefully listen to God’s instruction about how to approach Him in a proper 
way.


4. Why do you think David had the ark carried improperly? Ignorance? Convenience? Intentional 
disrespect?  
5. Why is listening to what God says such an important part of honoring his Holiness?  

It doesn’t appear that David is purposefully disobeying God. He has a desire for God’s presence and 
leadership to be restored in Israel. It is possible this is coming from a place of ignorance, or a place of 
“ease” and convenience. The ark would be heavy, and the travel would be long. Having a cart pulled by 
Oxen would appear to make the most sense.


7. What happens to Uzzah as a result of touching the ark? How and why is this response from God 
appropriate? 
8. What are the consequences in our lives when we do not listen to God?  

After God strikes Uzzah dead, David experiences both anger and fear - so much so that rather than 
having a celebration of God’s presence, David “diverts” the ark to another man’s house.  Our lives can 
often look similar.  When we experience suffering, even as a result of our own mistakes, we are tempted 
to be driven to anger and fear.  Rather than running to the presence of God, it becomes easier to “divert” 
His presence altogether.  At this point, it’s important to note what happens to Obed-Edom when he 
hosts the ark.  Verse 14 says that as a result of the ark’s presence, the Lord blessed Obed-Edom’s family 
and all that he had.  We see that even though God was angry and judged sin, He still seeks to bless 
people through His presence.


9. As you think about the entirety of this passage, what does it show us about the character of God?  
*(guide the discussion towards the fact that God is both holy and loving.  He is capable of both judgment 
and mercy, wrath and blessing) 
10.  How does the gospel put all of these characteristics of God on display?  

Through the execution of Jesus, we see that God is both very serious about his holiness and our sin, 
while also learning he is very set on blessing his people with His presence for all eternity. In the NT, we 
learn repeatedly that we cannot do anything ourselves to earn the holiness or favor of God. Sometimes 
we may try (with the best intention) to earn his favor or blessings through our hard work. On the other 
hand, we may cut corners in faithfulness or give up on pressing into God when things get difficult. God 
wants us to listen to him, He wants us to hear this truth: In Christ work alone you are made holy, find my 
favor, and are “good”.  


11. What are some areas of gospel truth you need to start “listening” to?  

Do 

This week, spend some time meditating on Ephesians 2. As you meditate, ask God in what 
ways he wants you to better listen to him. 


https://www.esv.org/Num.+17
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