
Week of September 15th 
- September 21st 
1 Chronicles 10:13-14 

Prayer Guide 

This week’s prayer time can be done at the beginning or the end. This is a communal prayer time of 
“Intercession and Request”. During this prayer time, we want to allow the freedom for people to ask for 
prayer and for each request to be concentrated on. We want to avoid spending 10-15 minutes giving 
prayer request and only praying for 2-3 minutes at the end. To help us better intercede, keep these 
guidelines:

1. Ask for prayer request of any kind, but also remind the group we are here to pray not only for our 

material needs but also our spiritual needs. 

2. We also want to celebrate things God is doing in our hearts and lives and praise him together.

3. Focus on one request together. Once a person has given a request, take time to pray over it for the 

next several minutes before moving on to another request. You may ask one person to pray, or you 
may have several people pray for that one person and request. 


4. Continue to do this for each request.


Discover 

Ask for someone to share about a time that they did not listen to an authority in their life - what were the 
consequences for not listening?  How did not listening to and obeying that person affect your 
relationship with that person?  Allow adequate time for people to think through their response. 


Over the next few weeks, we will be looking at the book of 1 Chronicles, beginning with tonight’s focus 
on the death of King Saul.  Our particular passage is found in chapter 10.  The preceding 9 chapters of 
the book are filled with genealogies.  While it can be tempting to breeze through or even skip such 
passages, they can give us insight into the author’s intent and God’s purposes in the book.  


For instance, the genealogies in Chronicles serve certain purposes.  Biblical genealogies aren’t generally 
intended for the sole purpose of purely keeping records, but rather for making certain theological points. 
In Chronicles, the author accomplishes several things through genealogies:


He roots Israel’s history in Adam.  Israel’s experiences actually echo Adam’s: God’s created people, 
provided with a land and a law, subsequently sin and are expelled from that land. He focuses on the 
Davidic kingship.  When listing Judah’s descendants, the author places David at the center because he 
is the central human character of Chronicles. He places emphasis on the tribe of Levi.  The amount of 
space and central position of this genealogy are showing the value of the temple to the nation of Israel, 
as the Levites role was to attend to matters of the temple.


So the genealogies are in part meant to show us this:  God has formed a people for himself whose 
flourishing is dependent on a promised king and obedience to God in temple worship.    

And this brings us to Saul and his ultimate demise.  He proves through his disobedience that he is not 
the promised king who is faithful to worship and obey God.


Read 1 Chronicles 10:13-14 



Discuss 

Before we examine Saul’s demise, let’s back up and examine what God expected of Israel’s king.

*Have someone read Deuteronomy 17:14-20 
The Lord clearly had certain expectations of the king of Israel.  We often hear that Saul was not a 
righteous king, but let’s look more closely at how he specifically fell short.  

1. For what reasons did Saul die? 

In 1 Chronicles 10:13-14, we are given a summary statement of the reason Saul dies. He was unfaithful 
to the Lord, he didn’t keep the Lord’s word, and he did not inquire of the Lord.


As we look through Scripture, we can see more of the specific ways he fell short.  For example, In 1 
Samuel 13, Saul refuses to wait on Samuel has he has been instructed, and out of fear, offers an 
unlawful sacrifice.  In 1 Samuel 14, Saul makes a foolish oath that prevents his troops from eating any 
food, causing them to be exhausted. Again in 1 Samuel 14, Saul disobeys God by taking plunder from a 
battle rather than completely destroying the sheep, goats, and cattle. 


2. As we turn from Saul to ourselves, we need to contemplate our own shortcomings. As you reflect on 
the past week, (*Allow adequate time for reflection as you read through this list.  Don’t be afraid of a few 
silent moments as people reflect*) in what specific ways have you:  
Been “unfaithful to the Lord?”  
Not kept His word?   
Not inquired of Him, but sought guidance through other means? 

3. Who put Saul to death? 
4. Why is not inquiring of the Lord worthy of death? 
5. *Have people read the following verses: Psalm 140:12, Romans 1:18-19, Romans 12:19. With these 
verses in mind, as well as the account of Saul’s death, what does it say about God that he puts sinners to 
death?   
6. There is considerable resistance in our society to the idea of God’s judgment, but how could God’s 
judgment be viewed as a good thing? 

In this passage we see that sin brings death.  This death is not simply a natural consequence of bad 
choices, but an explicit act of judgment by God.   As we examine our own hearts and lives, we 
discovering the alarming truth that we share the same sinful nature as Saul.  In one sense, we can take 
heart in knowing that there is a just God who is in charge of this broken world.  He will one day bring to 
justice the untold numbers of people who have inflicted brutality and violence on others.  On the other 
hand, we can’t escape the fact that we too deserve judgment for not living up to His standard. 


7. What reasons for hope would an Israelite find in verse 14? 

Although Israel’s king failed spiritually and was put to death by God, God was still at work to bring His 
promised king, David, to the throne.  If you know anything about David’s story, you know that he too 
proved to be an imperfect, immoral king.  


As Christians, we know that God’s true promised king is Jesus.  Whereas an Israelite’s hope would have 
been in yet another mortal king who was destined to fail, we can find a sure and steadfast hope in God’s 
divine king.  Let’s look for a moment at His work.  


Read Acts 2:22-24 and Isaiah 53:4-10   

8. Who ultimately had Jesus put to death? 



9. Why was Jesus put to death? 

Our king Jesus, like king Saul, was put to death by God.  But whereas Saul was put to death by God for 
his own sin, Jesus was put to death for our sin.  The ESV study bible puts it like this: “When King Saul 
died, he forfeited the kingdom and his heirs perished with him.  When King Jesus died, his heirs received 
the power of eternal life and rights to the eternal kingdom of God.”


10.  We listed specific sins earlier - How does the reality that our king died in our place for those sins 
motivate us to run from those sins?   

Do 

Challenge the group to identify at least one area of their life in which they, like Saul, are being unfaithful 
to the Lord, not inquiring of the Lord, or not keeping His word.  Ask them to repent in this area, not so 
that God will accept them, but because He already has through the work of our king, Jesus.  
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