
Week of September 1 - 
September 7 
Romans 12:1-8 

Prayer Guide 

*This week’s prayer time should be done at the end.* This is a very focused prayer time to deal with the 
specifics of the passage covered. We want to create a communal prayer experience so here are a few 
guidelines to give to the group:

1. Keep a “self-timer” in your head of about 10 seconds so no one person takes us most of the prayer 

time

2. Pray as many times as you would like. Just keep it within the 10 second range.

3. Keep your prayers focused on the topic being facilitated


As the leader, facilitate through the following prayer topics:

- giving thanks for the ways God has specifically gifted each of us uniquely

- Asking God to reveal in the coming days our spiritual gifts

- Confession of the pride we have felt for using our gifts well

- Confession of devaluing the gifts that the world may not highly value

- For God to empower us by His Spirit to use our gifts to build each other up and reach those without 

Jesus


Discover 

The topic of spiritual gifts can often be confusing or intimidating.  You can probably recall a time when 
you witnessed someone misusing or even abusing a “spiritual gift.” Although the subject may be 
complex, we cannot escape how often these gifts are mentioned in the New Testament.  Clearly, they are 
meant to be a vital part of our spiritual life and health.


When you hear the phrase “spiritual gifts,” what thoughts or images come to mind? 

In the church, what gifts do you think we most value?   

Why do you think we most value those gifts? 

Let’s dig in to see what Paul has to say through Paul about the nature of spiritual gifts and how they 
should be used for His glory and the good of His church. 


READ ROMANS 12:1-8 

Discuss 

1. In verses 1 and 2, what are the first commands given, and why are they important to a discussion of 
gifting? 
2. Who decides which gift each believer has?  ( v. 3,6) 



The reality is that God determines which gift is distributed to which person.  This fact should humble us, 
preventing us from thinking to highly of ourselves if our gift is one that may often draw positive attention.  
It should also guard us from thinking to lowly of ourselves if our gift is one that may not be 
acknowledged by others often.  Both types of gifts are equally dependent on the sovereign power and 
choice of God. Whatever gift you have, you can be sure that you are being empowered by God Himself 
for His purposes. 


3. How many of the gifts listed here would you consider “extraordinary” or “miraculous?” How does that 
challenge the way we sometimes think of spiritual gifts? 
4. According to verses 4 and 5, how should the understanding that “we who are many are one body in 
Christ and individually members of one another” affect the way we view our gifts? 

Like the human body, Paul says that the body of Christ is given specific parts for specific purposes.  In 
the same way that all of the members of the human body are vital for the body to function optimally, all 
members of Christ’s body, the church, are necessary for the church to function optimally.  


6. Based on the understanding of our gifts being for the benefit of the body, what are some examples of 
how the following gifts could be used in our missional family for both building up believers and reaching 
the lost with the gospel? *As the leader, walk through each gift one by one, allowing adequate time for 
the discussion of each gift as it may relate to your missional family 

Prophecy- *You may want to reference the article by John Piper in the additional resources provided for 
an overview of New Testament prophecy - For purposes of your group’s discussion, Piper defines New 
Testament prophecy as a regulated message or report in human words usually made to the gathered 
believers based on a revelation from the Holy Spirit for the purpose of edification, encouragement, 
consolation, conviction, or guidance that is not necessarily free from a mixture of human error, and thus 
needs assessment on the basis of biblical teaching and spiritual wisdom.” 
Service- 
Teaching- 
Exhortation- 
Giving- 
Leading- 
Showing Mercy-  

Paul goes on to say that we should use certain gifts with certain attitudes (v.8).


7. Based on verse 8, is there a right and wrong way to use our gifts? How so? 
8. How should verses 1-4 specifically affect our attitude towards our spiritual gifts? 

 


Do 

Paul tells us to “earnestly desire spiritual gifts.”  Challenge each person to ask God to reveal one specific 
way they can serve or encourage another person in Missional Family this week.  


Think through the members of your missional family this week. Are there any of these gifts you can see 
and affirm in someone else?  Challenge yourself to reach out to them this week and share the ways you 
feel that God has gifted that person. 
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