
Week of November 3- 
November 9 
Jeremiah 23:1-8 

Prayer Guide 

*This week’s prayer time should be done at the end.* This is a very focused prayer time to deal with the 
specifics of the passage covered. We want to create a communal prayer experience so here are a few 
guidelines to give to the group:

1. Keep a “self-timer” in your head of about 10 seconds so no one person takes us most of the prayer 

time

2. Pray as many times as you would like. Just keep it within the 10 second range.

3. Keep your prayers focused on the topic being facilitated


As the leader, facilitate through the following prayer topics:


- Thank Jesus for bearing your curse

- Thank God that He is for you in Christ, not against you

- Ask God to reveal the areas of your life in which you aren’t trusting His posture towards you as one of 

blessing rather than cursing

- Pray that the members of your missional family would enjoy God in a fresh way in the coming days

- Pray for those in your circle of influence by name who are not able to enjoy God’s blessing due to a 

lack of faith in Christ


Discover 

What has been the impact of spiritual “shepherds” in your life, whether negative or positive? (In your 
family, church, etc.) 

God has in some measure entrusted the spiritual well being of His people to shepherds.  In the Old 
Testament, these were primarily the kings and priests.  Our passage today will focus in on the horrible 
shortcomings of those shepherds, and will present God’s ultimate solution in Christ. 


READ JEREMIAH 23:1-8 

Discuss 

1. How does the Lord describe Israel’s current shepherds? What are they specifically doing? (V. 1-2) 
2. In verse 3 and 4, what does the Lord say He is going to do in response to the sinful actions of the 
current shepherds?  

In these opening verses, the Lord points out the failures of Israel’s shepherds.  God uses a play on words 
- the ESV and CSB read “ You... have not attended to them.  I am about to attend to you.”  In essence, 
God is taking matters into His own hands.  He is going to judge and remove the evil shepherds, but He is 
going to go even further in His efforts to tend to His flock.  


It’s important to note that the Israelites are in need of much more than better leaders.  At this point they 
are actually scattered as a result of their covenant breaking disobedience.  In Leviticus, God describes 



one of the ways He would punish the Israelites for failing to obey Him: “But I will scatter you among the 
nations, and I will draw a sword to chase after you.  So your land will become desolate, and your cities 
will become ruins.” (Leviticus 26:33).  Rather than experiencing all of the blessings of obedience, the 
Israelites are experiencing the curses of disobedience.  They need more than a better leader; they need 
a curse lifter.  


3. Who is God going to raise up, and what will this person’s role be? (V. 5-6) 
4. By what name will this person be called? (V. 6) 
5. From whose royal line will this promised king come?  

***Have someone read 2 Samuel 7:12-16. 
6. What does God promise David?  

God promises to do more than send good leaders in the form of better priests or better kings.  He 
promises to send the ultimate priest, the ultimate king.  The fact that the promised Messiah would have a 
kingly role is obvious from these passages in Jeremiah- God says this person “will reign wisely as king.”  
It takes a little more work to identify his priestly role, but it is crucial.  Remember, the Lord’s people are 
scattered as a result of a curse for disobedience. But here God is promising a day in which He will gather 
them all into one land to be ruled by a perfect king.  What transitions them from cursed to blessed, from 
unrighteous to righteous?


As we’ve noted, this coming king’s name will be “the Lord is our righteousness.”  This is more significant 
than we may first realize.  The current king was Zedekiah, whose name meant “the Lord is righteous.”  
This is a key distinction.  Not only is the Lord righteous, but through this promised king, the Lord will 
become our righteousness.  This perfect king will rule with authority, but will also serve in a priestly role, 
gifting His people with righteousness.   

  
So what does the Israelite’s disobedience have to do with us, thousands of years later?


***Have someone read Galatians 3:10-15.


7. In what ways are we like the Israelites in Jeremiah’s day? What does Christ, the promised priest-king, 
bring us? 
8. How should understanding that we are no longer under a curse, but under Jesus’ blessing, impact our: 
Pride?  
Prayer Life?  
Ways of relating to other believers? 
Evangelism?  
Anxiety?  
Finances? 
9. In what moments are we most tempted to believe we are under God’s curse rather than His blessing?  
How can we help ourselves and one another remember the truth of God’s blessings toward us in Christ 
during those times? 

We deserve the curse, but through Christ, we get the blessing.  This is the good news - our king has 
taken our curse for disobedience upon Himself so that we can experience His blessing for His 
obedience. Understanding our position as “in Christ” should affect every area of our spiritual lives. 


Paul roots our blessing even further back in Israel’s history than David, citing the blessing of Abraham as 
the blessing we receive as believers in Christ.  Abraham was told he would be the father of many 
nations.  Here in Jeremiah, we see God’s claim that He will one day bring in His people from “all the 
countries where I have banished them.” While this certainly pertains to ethnic Israelites returning to the 
physical land of Israel, the ESV Systematic Theology Study Bible says this: God did bring many Israelites 



back from captivity, but the prophecy points to the coming of Christ, who reigns now spiritually in 
heaven and, when he returns, will reign over the whole earth in righteousness forever.


This blessing is not only individual and for the here and now, but worldwide and for eternity.   The 
promised king, Jesus Christ, will one day reign in a new heavens and a new earth.  Sinners will either be 
forgiven through the gospel or judged and banished for eternity, creating a new world “in which 
righteousness dwells.” In this way, Jesus will ultimately fulfill God’s promise to both David and Abraham 
as He rules forever over a kingdom of nations who make up God’s redeemed people.  
  
Do 

Memorize Ephesians 1:3 over the next week.  Actively pray for the opportunity to share that verse with a 
person specifically in need of it, whether that be a believer in need or an unbeliever. 


Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, - Ephesians 1:3
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