
Week of November 17 - 
23 
Jeremiah 38:1-6 

Prayer Guide 

This week’s prayer time can be done at the beginning or the end. This is a communal prayer time of 
“Intercession and Request”. During this prayer time, we want to allow the freedom for people to ask for 
prayer and for each request to be concentrated on. We want to avoid spending 10-15 minutes giving 
prayer request and only praying for 2-3 minutes at the end. To help us better intercede, keep these 
guidelines:

1. Ask for prayer request of any kind, but also remind the group we are here to pray not only for our 
material needs but also our spiritual needs.

2. We also want to celebrate things God is doing in our hearts and lives and praise him together.

3. Focus on one request together. Once a person has given a request, take time to pray over it for the 
next several minutes before moving on to another request. You may ask one person to pray, or you

may have several people pray for that one person and request.

4. Continue to do this for each request.


Discover 

What’s the most courageous thing you’ve ever done or witnessed? What fueled you or the person you 
observed to carry out this courageous act?  

Those things which require the most courage usually carry with them the most reward.  We know that 
God calls us to boldness. We also know that it is becoming increasingly difficult to proclaim Jesus as 
Lord in our culture. So how can we be bold in a world that’s set against us?  Today we will take a look at 
the opposition Jeremiah faced as he faithfully proclaimed the word of the Lord and we will try to 
understand how it relates to us today.


Read Jeremiah 38:1-6 

Discuss 

1. What is Jeremiah’s message? V 2-3 
2. What is the response to Jeremiah’s message? 
3.  Why do you think the officials responded to Jeremiah in this way? 

Jeremiah is warning the Israelites of the coming judgment with the hopes of pointing them toward 
salvation. In spite of this, his message is received negatively.  The officials only perceive Jeremiah to be 
a discouragement - they only hear bad news, and they want it to stop. 


4. What are some of the ways our message as Christians gets perceived incorrectly?   
5. What are some mistakes Christians sometimes make which add to that incorrect perception of our 
message? 



Our society views our worldview negatively.  We are often seen as narrow minded, or worse, as hateful.  
We must admit that, as Christians, we can often do things to taint the message of Christ rather than 
adorn it.  We often lack the love and grace that Christ calls us to as we present Him as Lord to others.  
That said, He calls us to maintain a bold witness, “even unto death.”


6. What are some reasons you struggle speak the message of Jesus boldly to unbelievers? 
7. Can anyone share about a time they stepped out to boldly proclaim Jesus, and God blessed them with 
success?  How about a time you weren’t so successful? 

You probably have some emotional memories as it pertains to people boldly sharing their faith.  Maybe 
you have a personal story of how someone rejected you.  Or maybe you have a story of how someone 
accepted your message when you shared despite your fears.  When you think of boldly proclaiming the 
gospel, maybe you think of hate filled protestors or open air preachers.  


8. Have someone read one of the following passages.  After each passage, ask the question: What does 
this passage show us about how we can become more bold? 

Acts 1:8 / Acts 4:24-30 / Matthew 28 :18-20 

We see in scripture some specific steps we can take and truths we can remember which can help 
increase our boldness.  We know we have access to the Holy Spirit’s power (Acts 1:8).  We know that we 
can seek God in prayer and will respond by increasing our boldness (Acts 4).  We know that Jesus not 
only has all authority but promises to be with us as we boldly witness to His resurrection (Matthew 28).


9. Have someone read one of the following passages.  After each passage ask the question. What does 
this passage show us about why we should be bold? 

Philippians 1:20 / Acts 4:13 / John 3:14-18 / Philippians 3:7-10 

Not only does scripture inform us how we can become more bold, it also informs us as to why we 
should be bold, even at a great cost to ourselves.  These verses reveal to us that through our bold 
witness, Jesus is glorified (Philippians 1).  People will acknowledge Jesus power in our lives when they 
see us taking risks to share His message (Acts 4).  We see that we should bold because Jesus came to 
earth out of love for the salvation of sinners (John 3) .  We see that through a bold witness, we 
experience greater fellowship with Jesus.(Philippians 3).


10. As an individual, in what specific way is God calling you to be bold?  

11. As a missional family, in what ways might God be calling us to be more bold in declaring the gospel 
message? 
12. What sin in our lives and hearts might be keeping us from taking these steps? 

Do 

Challenge your group to pray specifically for boldness this week.  Pray for boldness as individuals and 
for boldness as a missional family.  Pray for specific, God given opportunities to be a bold witness 
throughout the week, for yourselves and individually and for all the members of your missional family. 
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