
Week of November 10 - 
16 
Jeremiah 29:1-7 

Prayer Guide 

*This week’s prayer time should be done at the end.* This is a very focused prayer time to deal with the 
specifics of the passage covered. We want to create a communal prayer experience so here are a few 
guidelines to give to the group:

1. Keep a “self-timer” in your head of about 10 seconds so no one person takes us most of the prayer 

time

2. Pray as many times as you would like. Just keep it within the 10 second range.

3. Keep your prayers focused on the topic being facilitated


As the leader, facilitate through the following prayer topics:

- Pray that God would reveal areas of need in your city to each of you in the coming weeks

- Pray that God would lead individuals in your Missional Family to lead the charge in meeting a 

particular need in your city 

- Pray that God would bring people to faith through the ways your missional family serve practical 

needs in your city

- Pray that God would give you a supernatural concern for the material and spiritual needs of the 

people in your area of influence 


Discover 

“It is possible to be so heavenly minded that you are of no earthly good.” 

How would you respond to this quote?  Is this a possible danger for believers in our society today?  Why 
or why not?


READ JEREMIAH 29:1-7 

Discuss 

1. Where are the Israelites currently living?  
2. *Have someone read Jeremiah 25:8-9. Why are the Israelites living in Babylon? What words does God 

use to describe what the Israelites will experience through the Babylonians? 

In this passage, the Israelites are exiled in Babylon. The Lord has warned Israel time and time again 
through the prophet Jeremiah, but they refused to listen and be faithful to the Lord.  Because of this, 
they have suffered exile to a foreign land.  There are echoes of Eden in this situation.  God’s people have 
been expelled from the land due to their sin.  This is more than a simple move from one place to another.  
This is a horrific experience of God’s just judgment at the hands of a foreign invader.


3. In what ways would the Israelites be tempted to respond to God in this situation?   
4. How would they probably feel about the Babylonians? 



It would have certainly been natural to resent the Babylonians.  The Babylonians had just invaded Israel, 
killing many and carrying the rest of the Israelites into captivity.  God’s chosen people find themselves in 
a pagan land.  They must have wondered what God’s ultimate plan was in all of this.  They probably 
agonized over how they should respond to their situation. 


5. In verses 4-7, how does the Lord instruct the Israelites to respond to their situation? 
6. Why would this have been difficult? 

In a sense, the Lord tells His people to get comfortable with their exile.  They are not to be overwhelmed 
with a longing for their true home, but to settle in and seek the welfare of the city.  The English word 
“welfare” is used here to represent the Hebrew “Shalom,” which covers a broad range of meaning 
including safety, soundness, health, completeness, peace, and prosperity.  


The ESV Preaching the Word commentary puts it like this: “What should God’s people do when their zip 
code places them in Satan’s precincts? When God’s people were captives in Babylon, they might have 
expected God to tell them to run away. Or revolt. What he did instead was tell them to make themselves 
at home. The gist of Jeremiah’s prophecy was that God was going to build his city in the middle of 
Satan’s city.”


7. *Have someone read Hebrews 11:13-16. In what ways are we as Christians similar to the exiled 
Israelites? *we are out of place on this earth, we are exiles awaiting our true home land 
8. How are we tempted as exiles to not seek the welfare of our city? 

As followers of Christ, we are exiles on this earth.  This earth is not our true home - we await a new 
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. Like the Israelites, we may be tempted to resent 
the societies and systems in which we find ourselves exiled but, like the Israelites, God calls us to pray 
for and pursue the “shalom” of our place of exile.  


9. Remembering that the term shalom refers to “well-being, contentment, wholeness, health, prosperity, 
safety, and rest,” in what specific ways can we as a missional family begin to pursue the shalom of the 
city? In what ways we can take specific steps to seek those different qualities in our city? 
*help your group think through some specific categories such as public health, education, and 
government - your answers here will form the “do” section for this week, so take time here to create a 
thorough list 

As Christians, we have access to the true shalom which can only be found in Christ.  No amount of 
service projects will bring lasting shalom in this lifetime.  We have access to a spiritual power that the 
Israelites in Babylon did not have - we can offer our city the gospel.


Do 

Using your answers from question 9, choose a few ideas you could begin working towards as a 
missional family.  Ask for a few people to take the lead in heading up a particular idea, and ask the entire 
missional family to pray throughout the week for the idea to come to life in a way that serves people well 
and opens the door for gospel declaration. 
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