
September 4, 2022 

The Bible – Numbers 
 

Welcome  
 

LBW 324 O Love That Will Not Let Me Go 

O Love that will not let me go, 

I rest my weary soul in thee; 

I give thee back the life I owe, 

That in thine ocean depths its flow 

May richer, fuller be. 
 

O Light that followest all my way, 

I yield my flick’ring torch to thee; 

My heart restores its borrowed ray, 

That in thy sunshine’s blaze its day 

May brighter, fairer be. 

 

 

O Joy that seekest me through pain, 

I cannot close my heart to thee; 

I trace the rainbow through the rain 

And feel the promise is not vain 

That morn shall tearless be. 
 

O Cross that liftest up my head, 

I dare not ask to fly from thee; 

I lay in dust life’s glory dead, 

And from the ground there blossoms red 

Life that shall endless be. 
Tune: Albert L. Peace; Text: George Matheson 
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God of Wonders 

Lord of all creation, 

Of water, earth and sky, 

The heavens are your tabernacle; 

Glory to the Lord on high. 
 

God of wonders beyond our galaxy, 

You are holy, holy; 

The universe declares your majesty. 

You are holy, holy; 

Lord of heaven and earth, 

Lord of heaven and earth. 
 

Early in the morning 

I will celebrate the light. 

And as I stumble in the darkness 

I will call your name by night. 
 

God of wonders beyond our galaxy, 

You are holy, holy; 

The universe declares your majesty. 

You are holy, holy; 

Lord of heaven and earth, 

Lord of heaven and earth. 

Hallelujah to the Lord of heaven and earth! 

Hallelujah to the Lord of heaven and earth! 

Hallelujah to the Lord of heaven and earth! 
 

God of wonders beyond our galaxy, 

You are holy, holy; 

The universe declares your majesty. 

You are holy, holy; 

Lord of heaven and earth, 

Lord of heaven and earth. 
 

Hallelujah to the Lord of heaven and earth! 

Hallelujah to the Lord of heaven and earth! 

Hallelujah to the Lord of heaven and earth! 
 

Precious Lord reveal your heart to me. 

Father, hold me, hold me. 

You sent your Son to set my spirit free. 

Father, hold me, hold me. 
By Marc Byrd and Steve Hindalong 

© 2000 Meaux Mercy/Storm Boy Musi 
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Prayer 
 

Gathering Song: LBW 231 O Word of God Incarnate  

O Word of God incarnate, 

O Wisdom from on high, 

O Truth unchanged, unchanging, 

O Light of our dark sky; 

We praise you for the radiance 

That from the hallowed page, 

A lantern to our footsteps, 

Shines on from age to age. 

The Church from you, dear Master, 

Received the gift divine; 

And still that light is lifted 

O’er all the earth to shine. 

It is the chart and compass 

That, all life’s voyage through, 

Mid mists and rocks and quicksands 

Still guides, O Christ, to you. 
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Oh, make your Church, dear Savior, 

A lamp of burnished gold 

To bear before the nations 

Your true light, as of old; 

Oh, teach your wand’ring pilgrims 

By this their path to trace, 

Till, clouds and darkness ended, 

They see you face to face. 
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes Gesanbuch, Meiningen; Text: William W. How 
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Confession and Forgiveness: 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God + Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the God of manna, the God of 

miracles, the God of mercy. 

C: Amen 

P: Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sins. 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: God, our provider, 

C: help us. It is hard to believe there is not enough to share. We question your ways when they differ 

from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding rather than 

trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where 

else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen 

P: Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the 

worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, + the bread of life, you are shown 

God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 

C: Amen. 
 

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Kyrie (tune: “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”)  

A: For God’s peace and for salvation, 

C: Lord, have mercy; hear our prayer. 

A: For God’s peace in all creation, 

C: Lord, have mercy; hear our prayer. 

A: For the tasks to which you send us, bless your children ev’rywhere; 

C: Lord, have mercy; hear our prayer. 

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us. Let us all your goodness share. 

C: Lord, have mercy; hear our prayer. 
 

Hymn of Praise – Glory to God – (tune: “Crown Him with Many Crowns”) 

Glory to God on high, and to the earth God’s peace! 

With thanks God’s name we glorify; let gladsome praise increase! 

With angel hosts we sing your holy name to bless, 

Almighty Father, heav’nly King, enthroned in holiness. 
 

Jesus, the Father’s Son, the Lamb for sinners slain, 

Ascended to your heav’nly throne, o’er all the earth you reign. 

Have mercy, Lord, we pray; your steadfast love declare. 

The sin of all you take away; receive our ardent prayer. 
 

For you, O Christ, alone – you only are the Lord; 

You only are the Holy One by earth and heav’n adored. 

To all eternity you with the Spirit live 

In God the Father’s majesty. To God all glory give! 
 

Prayer of the Day 

P: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you.  
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P: Let us pray. Blessed Lord,  

C: you speak to us through the Holy Scriptures. Grant that we may hear, read, respect, learn, and 

make them our own in such a way that the enduring benefits and comfort of the word will help us 

grasp and hold the blessed hope of everlasting life, given us through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen  
 

Lessons:  

Numbers 9:15-23 
15 On the day the tent of the words of God’s promise was set up, the column of smoke covered it. From 

evening until morning, the smoke over the tent glowed like fire. 16 The smoke always glowed this way. At 

night the smoke covering the tent glowed like fire. 17 Whenever the smoke moved from the tent, the Israelites 

would break camp, and wherever it stopped, the Israelites would set up camp. 18 At the LORD’s command the 

Israelites would break camp, and at his command they would set up camp. As long as the ⸤column of⸥ smoke 

stayed over the tent, they would stay in the same place. 19 When the smoke stayed over the tent for a long 

time, the Israelites obeyed the LORD’s command and wouldn’t break camp. 20 The same thing happened when 

the smoke stayed only a few days over the tent: At the LORD’s command they would set up camp, and at his 

command they would break camp. 21 Sometimes the ⸤column of⸥ smoke stayed only from evening until 

morning. When the smoke moved in the morning, they broke camp. Day or night, when the smoke moved, 

they broke camp. 22 Whether it was two days, a month, or a year, as long as the ⸤column of⸥ smoke stayed over 

the tent, the Israelites would stay in the same place and not break camp. But when the smoke moved, they 

would break camp. 23 At the LORD’s command they set up camp, and at his command they broke camp. They 

obeyed the command that the LORD had given through Moses. 

 

Numbers 13:16-33 
16 These are the names of the men Moses sent to explore the land. But Moses gave Hoshea, son of Nun, the 

name Joshua.  
17 When Moses sent them to explore Canaan, he told them, “Go through the Negev and then into the mountain 

region. 18 See what the land is like and whether the people living there are strong or weak, few or many. 19 Is 

the land they live in good or bad? Do their cities have walls around them or not? 20 Is the soil rich or poor? 

Does the land have trees or not? Do your best to bring back some fruit from the land.” (It was the season when 

grapes were beginning to ripen.)  
21 So the men explored the land from the Desert of Zin to the border of Hamath. 22 They went through the 

Negev and came to Hebron, where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai lived. They are descendants of Anak. 

(Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.) 23 When they came to the Eshcol Valley, they cut off a 

branch with only one bunch of grapes on it. They carried it on a pole between two of them. They also brought 

some pomegranates and figs. 24 So they called that valley Eshcol [Bunch of Grapes] because of the bunch of 

grapes the Israelites cut off there.  
25 Forty days later, they came back from exploring the land. 26 They came back to Moses, Aaron, and the 

whole community of Israel at Kadesh in the Desert of Paran. They gave their report and showed them the fruit 

from the land.  
27 This is what they reported to Moses: “We went to the land where you sent us. It really is a land flowing with 

milk and honey. Here’s some of its fruit. 28 But the people who live there are strong, and the cities have walls 

and are very large. We even saw the descendants of Anak there. 29 The Amalekites live in the Negev. The 

Hittites, Jebusites, and Amorites live in the mountain region. And the Canaanites live along the coast of the 

Mediterranean Sea and all along the Jordan River.”  
30 Caleb told the people to be quiet and listen to Moses. Caleb said, “Let’s go now and take possession of the 

land. We should be more than able to conquer it.”  
31 But the men who had gone with him said, “We can’t attack those people! They’re too strong for us!” 32 So 

they began to spread lies among the Israelites about the land they had explored. They said, “The land we 

explored is one that devours those who live there. All the people we saw there are very tall. 33 We saw 

Nephilim there. (The descendants of Anak are Nephilim.) We felt as small as grasshoppers, and that’s how we 

must have looked to them.” 
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Numbers 27:12-23 
12 The LORD said to Moses, “Go up into the Abarim Mountains, and take a look at the land I will give the 

Israelites. 13 After you see it, you, too, will join your ancestors ⸤in death⸥, as your brother Aaron did. 14 You 

both rebelled against my command in the Desert of Zin. You didn’t show the people how holy I am when they 

were complaining at the oasis.” (This was the oasis of Meribah at Kadesh in the Desert of Zin.)  
15 Moses said to the LORD, 16 “LORD, you are the God who gives the breath of life to everyone. Please appoint 

someone over the community 17 who will lead them in and out ⸤of battle⸥ so that the LORD’s community will 

not be like sheep without a shepherd.”  
18 So the LORD said to Moses, “Take Joshua, son of Nun, a man who has the Spirit, and place your hand on 

him. 19 Make him stand in front of the priest Eleazar and the whole community, and give him his instructions 

in their presence. 20 Give him some of your authority so that the whole community of Israel will obey him. 
21 He will stand in front of the priest Eleazar, who will use the Urim to make decisions in the LORD’s 

presence. At his command Joshua and the whole community of Israel will go into battle. And at his command 

they will return.”  
22 Moses did as the LORD commanded him. He took Joshua and made him stand in front of the priest Eleazar 

and the whole community. 23 Moses placed his hands on Joshua and gave him his instructions as the LORD had 

told him.  
 

Message: “Wilderness Wanderings” or “A Really Long Walkabout!” 
 

Message Hymn: Holy Majesty, Before You 

Holy Majesty, before you 

We bow to worship and adore you! 

With grateful hearts to you we sing! 

Earth and heaven tell the story 

Of your eternal might and glory, 

And all your works their incense bring. 

Lo, hosts of cherubim 

And countless seraphim 

Sing Hosanna! 

Holy is God, almighty God, 

All-merciful and all-wise God! 
 

God of light, exalted, holy! 

Your tender care protects the lowly, 

Leaves not your children to their fate. 

You are gracious, God, our Father; 

Your chosen people still you gather 

Within your arms compassionate. 
 
 

You gave us Christ,your Son, 

Through whom your grace is won; 

And your Spirit 

Will dwell within to cleanse from sin 

The ones your Son has died to win. 
 

Bless us, Lord, and keep us ever; 

Reveal your face and show your favor; 

Upon your people smile with peace. 

Here we sing our hymns, rejoicing, 

Until in heav’n we shall be voicing 

Your praise in strains that never cease; 

Where hosts of cherubim 

And countless seraphim 

Sing hosanna! 

Holy is God, almighty God, 

All-merciful and all-wise God! 
Tune: Philipp Nicolai; Text: tr. August W. Kjellstrand 

© Public Domain 
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Credo: (tune: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”) 

Children of God, come,  

Our Father almighty confessing, 

Maker of heaven and earth,  

Endless glory possessing. 

Who, by his might,  

Shattered the darkness with light, 

Filling all things with his blessing. 
 

Proclaim our faith in God’s Son,  

Our Redeemer, Christ Jesus, 

Son of the virgin:  

His death from all trespasses frees us. 

Raised from the grave, 

 He lives his people to save, 

From our own graves to release us. 
 

Christ reigns on high!  

On his people the Spirit descending,  

Binds with forgiveness  

The saints in one holy befriending, 

By whom is heard  

God’s sure, unbreakable Word, 

Promise of life without ending. 
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Praise Song: Word of God Speak 

I'm finding myself at a loss for words 

And the funny thing is it's okay 

The last thing I need is to be heard 

But to hear what You would say 
 

Word of God speak 

Would You pour down like rain 

Washing my eyes to see Your majesty 

To be still and know that You're in this place 

Please let me stay and rest in Your holiness 

Word of God speak 
 

I'm finding myself in the midst of You 

Beyond the music beyond the noise 

All that I need is to be with You 

And in the quiet hear Your voice 
 
 

 

Word of God speak 

Would You pour down like rain 

Washing my eyes to see Your majesty 

To be still and know that You're in this place 

Please let me stay and rest in Your holiness 

Word of God speak 
 

Word of God speak 

Would You pour down like rain 

Washing my eyes to see Your majesty 

To be still and know that You're in this place 

Please let me stay and rest in Your holiness 
 

I'm finding myself at a loss for words 

And the funny thing is it's okay 
Bart Millard | Pete Kipley 
© 2002 Simpleville Music (Fair Trade Music Publishing [c/o Essential 

Music Publishing LLC]) Wordspring Music, LLC (Admin. by W.B.M. 

Music Corp.) Songs From The Indigo Room (Admin. by Word 
Entertainment, LLC) 

CCLI License # 587498 
 

Prayers of the Church 

A: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 

A: …Lord, in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Prayers are concluded with 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

Passing of the Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Announcements 
 

Offertory – Create, Create  

Create, create in me a clean heart, Oh God 

Create, create in me a clean heart, Oh God 

And renew a right spirit within me 

Keep me close to Your presence 

Send Your Holy Spirit, keep me in Your care 

Oh Lord, restore unto me the joy of your 

salvation. 

Lord, renew a right spirit within me. 
By David Bakken © 2001Bub-Rik Publishing  

 

Offertory prayer 

A: Let us pray. God of life, 

C: you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our life and labor. Take them, offered in 

great thanksgiving, and use them to set a table that will heal the whole creation; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Light.  Amen 
 

The Great Thanksgiving (spoken) 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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Proper Preface: It is indeed right and salutary … and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy (tune: “Onward, Christian Soldiers”) 

“Holy! Holy! Holy!” heav’nly angels cry, 

And with glad hosannas, saints on earth reply: 

“Hail the true Messiah, David’s royal Son 

In the Lord’s name coming, God’s own blessed One!” 

“Holy! Holy! Holy!” heav’nly angels cry, 

With our glad hosannas, saints on earth reply 
 

Words of Institution 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, …for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, may your name be honored. May your kingdom come. May what you want to 

happen be done on earth as it is done in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, 

just as we also have forgiven those who sin against us. Keep us from falling into sin when we are 

tempted. Save us from the evil one. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  
 

Agnus Dei (tune: “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”) 

Lamb of God, our mighty Savior, 

All our sins you take away. 

Lamb of God, by your great favor, 

Lord, be merciful, we pray. 

Lamb of God, our needs attending. 

Look upon us from above 

With your promised steadfast love, 

And, your Holy Spirit sending, 

Never let your mercies cease. 

Lamb of God grant us your peace.
 

Distribution Song: LBW 333 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me 

Lord, take my hand and lead me 

Upon life's way; 

Direct, protect, and feed me 

From day to day. 

Without Your grace and favor 

I go astray; 

So take my hand, O Savior, 

And lead the way. 

 

Lord, when the tempest rages, 

I need not fear; 

For you, the Rock of Ages,  

Are always near. 

 

Close by your side abiding, 

I fear no foe, 

For when your hand is guiding, 

In peace I go. 

 

Lord, when the shadows lengthen 

And night has come, 

I know that you will strengthen 

My steps toward home, 

And nothing can impede me 

O blessed Friend! 

So, take my hand and lead me 

Unto the end. 
© Public Domain

 
Post-Communion Prayer 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen 
 

Post-communion Canticle (tune: “Before You Lord We Bow”) 

Lord, we depart in peace – What you have said is so. 

Now let your light increase To set the world aglow. 

Till nations all Your glory see 

And thankfully Obey your call. 
 



7 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 

A: Let us pray. Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form us to be humble 

and courageous. May your words come to life in our serving and in our witness, that we might speak a 

living voice of healing and justice to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer. 

C: Amen 
 

Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord 

look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen 
 

Closing Song: LBW 261 On What Has Now Been Sown 

On what has now been sown 

Your blessing, Lord, bestow; 

The pow’r is yours alone 

To make it sprout and grow. 

O Lord, in grace the harvest raise, 

And yours alone shall be the praise! 

 

To you our wants are known, 

From you are all our pow’rs; 

Accept what is your own 

And pardon what is ours. 

Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive 

And to your Word a blessing give. 

 

Oh, grant that each of us, 

Now met before you here, 

May meet together thus 

When you and yours appear, 

And follow you to heav’n, our home. 

E’en so, Amen! Lord Jesus, come! 
Tune: John Darwall; Text: John Newton 
©1978 Augsburg Publishing House. All Rights Reserved 
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Sending

A: Go in peace. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

A: Share the Good News! 

C: Yes, Lord, we will! 

 

 


