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Sunday, September 13, 2020

15th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

We Fall Down  

We fall down, 

We lay our crowns 

At the feet of Jesus, 

The greatness of mercy and love 

At the feet of Jesus.  

And we cry holy, holy, holy, 

And we cry holy, holy, holy, 
And we cry holy, holy, holy is the Lamb. 

 
 

 

 

We fall down, 

We lay our crowns 

At the feet of Jesus, 

The greatness of mercy and love 

At the feet of Jesus.  

And we cry holy, holy, holy, 

And we cry holy, holy, holy, 
And we cry holy, holy, holy is the Lamb. 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lamb. 
By Chris Tomlin 
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At the Cross 

I know a place, a wonderful place 

Where accused and condemned 

Find mercy and grace, 

Where the wrongs we have done 

And the wrongs done to us 

Were nailed there with Him, 

There on the cross. 

 

At the cross, He died for our sin. 

At the cross, He gave us life again. 

 

I know a place, a wonderful place 

Where accused and condemned 

Find mercy and grace, 

Where the wrongs we have done 

And the wrongs done to us 

Were nailed there with Him, 

There on the cross. 

 

 

At the cross, You died for our sin. 

At the cross, You gave us life again. 

At the cross, You died for our sin. 

At the cross, You gave us life again. 

 

At the cross, You died for our sin. 

At the cross, You gave us life again. 

At the cross, You died for our sin. 

At the cross, You gave us life again. 

 

I know a place, a wonderful place 

Where accused and condemned 

Find mercy and grace, 

Where the wrongs we have done 

And the wrongs done to us 

Were nailed there with Him, 

There on the cross. 
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Prayer 

 

Gathering Song: LBW 526 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise, 

In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,  

Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient 

of Days,  

Almighty, victorious, thy great name we 

praise 

 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in 

might;  

Thy justice like mountains high soaring 

above 

Thy clouds which are fountains of 

goodness and love. 

 

To all, life thou givest, to both great and 

small;  

In all life thou livest, the true life of all;  

We blossom and flourish like leaves on 

the tree, 

And wither and perish, but naught 

changeth thee. 

 

Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in 

light; 

Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their 

sight; 

All laud we should render; oh, help us to 

see 

‘Tis only the splendor of light hideth 

thee! 
Text: W. Chalmers Smith; Tune Welsh folk tune 

©1969, Concordia Publishing House. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711958  

 

Confession and Forgiveness: 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, + Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, creates, 

redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

C: Amen 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Faithful God, 

C:  have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We 

pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our 

own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to 

ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again 

to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

P: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and 

resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

your sins are forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, 

live in freedom and in newness to do God’s work in the world. 

C: Amen. 
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Song: The Greatest Thing (vs. 3)  

The greatest thing in all my life 

Is serving You. 

The greatest thing in all my life 

Is serving You. 
 

 

I want to serve You more, 

I want to serve You more. 

The greatest thing in all my life 

Is serving You. 
Words and Music by Mark Pendergrass 

CCLI License No. 587498 

Apostolic Blessing: 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Kyrie (sung): LBW setting 1, page 57 

A: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

A: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. 

C: Amen.  
 

Hymn of Praise – “Glory to God” LBW setting 1, page 58 

A: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

C: Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father: We worship you, 

we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord, Jesus Christ, 

only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: You take away the sins 

of the world; have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the 

Father; receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone 

are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 

Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you.  
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P: Let us pray. O Lord God,  

C: merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. 

Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that 

we might delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen  
 

Lessons:  

Genesis 50:15-21 

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still 

bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did 

to him?” 16 So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this 

instruction before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your 

brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive 

the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they 

spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, 

“We are here as your slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am 

I in the place of God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God 

intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing 

today. 21 So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In 

this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.  

Romans 14:1-12 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over 

opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 
3 Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must 

not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4 Who are 

you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that 

they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them 

stand.  
5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be 

alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who observe the 

day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the 

Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor 

of the Lord and give thanks to God.  
7 We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we 

live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or 

whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, 

so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.  
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10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you 

despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of 

God. 11 For it is written,  

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,  

and every tongue shall give praise to God.”  
12 So then, each of us will be accountable to God.  

 

Gospel Acclamation: LBW setting 1, page 63 

C: Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 

life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 18:21-35 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins 

against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said 

to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.  
23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one 

who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25 and, as he could not 

pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all 

his possessions, and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before 

him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out 

of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 
28 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who 

owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what 

you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 

patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw 

him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what 

had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their 

lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, 

‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 
33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 
34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his 

entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do 

not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”” 

After the reading 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Message: “The Kingdom of Heaven Is Like: Forgiveness and Unforgiveness” 
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Message Hymn: You are My King  

I'm forgiven because You were 

forsaken. 

I'm accepted, You were condemned. 

I'm alive and well. Your Spirit is 

within me 

Because You died and rose again. 

 

I'm forgiven because You were 

forsaken. 

I'm accepted, You were condemned. 

I'm alive and well. Your Spirit is 

within me 

Because You died and rose again. 

 

Amazing love, how can it be. 

That You, my King would die for 

me? 

Amazing love, I know it's true. 

It's my joy to honor You. 

 

Amazing love, how can it be. 

That You, my King would die for 

me? 

Amazing love, I know it's true. 

It's my joy to honor You. 

In all I do, I honor You. 

You are my King. 

You are my King. 

Jesus, You are my King. 

Jesus, You are my King. 

 

I'm forgiven because You were 

forsaken. 

I'm accepted, You were condemned. 

I'm alive and well. Your Spirit is 

within me 

Because You died and rose again. 

 

Amazing love, how can it be. 

That You, my King would die for 

me? 

Amazing love, I know it's true. 

It's my joy to honor You. 

In all I do, I honor You. 

In all I do, I honor You. 

In all I do let me honor You. 
By Billy James Foote  

© 1999 worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by EMI 

Christian Music Publishing) 

CCLI License No. 587498 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power 

of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he 

rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen 
 



7 

Praise Song: Praise Song: By His Blood  

He paid a debt we could not pay. 

He paid a price that was so dear. 

And though we once were far away, 
The blood of Christ has drawn us near. 

 

By His blood we’ve been made holy. 

By His blood we’ve been made clean. 

Precious blood, eternal sacrifice, 

Shed for you, shed for me. 

 

There is no other sacrifice, 

No way to wash away our sin. 

But now the curtain has been torn, 

And we can freely enter in. 
 

By His blood we’ve been made holy. 

By His blood we’ve been made clean. 

 

 

Precious blood, eternal sacrifice, 

Shed for you, shed for me. 
 

Christ, the spotless Lamb of God. 

Messiah offered up for me. 

His blood upon the mercy seat 

Reminding God that I am clean. 

 

By His blood we’ve been made holy. 

By His blood we’ve been made clean. 

Precious blood, eternal sacrifice, 

Shed for you, shed for me. 
 

By His blood we’ve been made holy. 

By His blood we’ve been made clean. 

Precious blood, eternal sacrifice, 

Shed for you, shed for me. 
By Steve Merkel  

© 1998 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music 

CCLI License No. 587498 
 

Passing of the Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Offertory: Create in Me a Clean Heart LBW Setting 1, page 75

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me 

not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to 

me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
 

Prayers of the Church 

A: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 

A: …Lord, in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer.         

 Prayers are concluded with 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
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Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen 
 

Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and 

be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you + peace. 

C: Amen 
 

Closing Song: LBW 492 O Master, Let Me Walk With You  

O Master, let me walk with you 

In lowly paths of service true; 

Tell me your secret; help me bear 

The strain of toil, the fret of care. 
 

Help me the slow of heart to move 

By some clear, winning word of love; 

Teach me the wayward feet to stay, 
And guide them in the homeward way. 

 
 

 

Teach me your patience; share with me 

A closer, dearer company, 

In work that keeps faith sweet and 

strong, 

In trust that triumphs over wrong, 
 

In hope that sends a shining ray 

Far down the future’s broad’ning way, 

In peace that only you can give; 

With you, O Master, let me live. 
Tune: H. Percy Smith; Text: Washington Gladden  

©Public Domain 

Sending 

A: Go in peace. Christ is with you! 

C: Thanks be to God. 

A: Share the joy of Christ. 

C: Yes, Lord, we will! 


