
Message: “Following God’s Directions” 8-28-22 

 

Key verse: Leviticus 19:2 Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them, “You shall be 

holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.” 

 

Leviticus is the third book of the Pentateuch – the five books of Moses – his authorship is attested to throughout 

the Old and New Testament and by Jesus himself. He repeatedly talked about the writings of “Moses and the 

prophets.” 

 

Chapters 1-5 – describe the sacrificial offerings  

Just as Tabernacle laid out and described – from inside out – God’s perspective – sacrifices are described from 

that same viewpoint 

 

Burnt Offering – Bull, ram, goat, bird – identified with the animal - entire animal burnt on the altar 

   picture of total DEDICATION 

Grain offering – cakes made with fine flour – particular ingredients – flour milled fine shows personal labor – 

no honey or leaven, which are signs of sin and inconsistency 

   picture of SERVICE 

Peace offering – cow, sheep, goat – best parts fat and kidneys burned – the rest of the meat is eaten by the 

worshiper and friends, family – since the entire animal has been given to God, God is now host of the meal 

   picture of FELLOWSHIP 

Sin offering – bull, lamb, goat – lay hands on to transfer his sins to it – blood poured out the base of the altar – 

flesh burned outside the camp 

   picture of SIN 

Guilt offering – calf, lamb, goat, doves – confession and restitution done before coming to the sanctuary – blood 

put on the altar – animal given to the priest for their provision 

   picture of FORGIVENESS 

 

 



There are two pictures that God wanted and wants humankind to see by the shadows above. First and most 

important is the picture or shadow God gives us of himself, how he is revealing himself through the offerings. 

Jesus gave himself in DEDICATION to a life of SERVICE to establish peace and FELLOWSHIP with God by 

dying on the cross to deal with SIN and guilt in FORGIVENESS. 

 

Secondly there is a picture or shadow of the Christian life, growth toward maturity.  

 

Describe the progression of an individual through the pictures shown 

a man who is feeling guilty because of a sin he has committed, first goes and makes restitution, then he 

confesses his sin and offers a guilt offering. After repeating this process a few times, he wants to take it a step 

further – he wants freedom from sin having recognized his continual failing. So, he brings a sin offering. 

Having dealt with guilt and sin, he now recognizes that he has a deeper peace within, a sense of fellowship with 

God so he goes and makes a peace offering. He likes that sense of peace and fellowship so much he wants to get 

closer to God. And it leads him to think I want to do things for others today. Instead of building walls to keep 

people out, he wants to build a longer table to invite people in. He finds joy in giving and so he offers a grain 

offering as a sign of his growing sense of service. 

 

He says to himself, “This is all exciting and good. If this much has been this good what will it be like if I really 

gave myself to him?” Takes his prize bull – trophy – treasured it – he’s been reminded “All of these days how 

God has set me free from guilt, from the bondage of sin, and he’s here with me, and I’ve found real joy in 

sacrificial service. That was all so fulfilling, now I want to give myself to him.” 

 

So, in the opposite order from God’s picture of Jesus entire devotion to us, we can’t stay at the GUILT offering. 

We must press on through freedom from the bondage to SIN to new involvement with God through Jesus’ 

presence in our lives and PEACE with us through the Holy Spirit then on to an even closer walk with God 

through SERVICE, which ultimately leads us to a consumed life laid at God’s feet in total DEDICATION 

BTW – the necessity of constant animal sacrifice for sin shows just how deadly sin is – it has grave 

consequences… pun fully intended! Until the perfect sacrifice is made, sins result is always death. 



And that’s the first five chapters of Leviticus! And by  the way, Paul uses this same pattern in his Letter to the 

Romans, Guilt, sin, peace, service and concluding in Romans 12, 1 & 2 with these words: “I appeal to you 

therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 

the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and 

perfect.” 

 

Now let us turn our attention to the laws recorded in Leviticus. My study Bible states: 

In comparison to the books around it, Leviticus may seem difficult to the casual or first time reader. Instead of 

miraculous, suspense filled stories and the narratives about prominent people, we read page after page of 

meticulous detail concerning regulations for offerings, the installation of priests, distinctions between what 

was ritually clean and unclean, principles for holy living, etc. True, this seeming minutia played a key role in 

the Israelites’ spiritual growth and development, but what do we gain by reading about it? 

Leviticus picks up where the book of Exodus left off. The Tabernacle has been built, and now the priests 

(Aaron’s sons), assisted by others from the tribe of Levi, needed to understand and follow proper, worship 

related protocol. The other Israelites, who were familiar with the worship and sacrificial practices of the 

ancient world, needed to learn from God’s worship related laws and regulations what was and was not 

acceptable to him in terms of ritual and sacrifice. Relationships were at the heart of God’s covenant with Israel 

– his people’s relationship with him and with one another [– love God, love people.] 

Leviticus reveals God’s directives regarding rituals, ceremonial “cleanness,” and the behavior by which the 

Israelites could be made holy before their holy God [keep in mind our Key verse: Leviticus 19:2 “You shall be 

holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.” Jesus said much the same thing when he told the people in the Sermon 

on the Mount, Matthew 5:48, “Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”. They are 

also led to] worship God in a consecrated manner. It was essential that God’s people understand and practice 

holiness – separation from sin, being set apart for the Lord’s exclusive purpose and glory. 

 

The difficulty for us in reading Leviticus 3 ½ millenia later may be that we just don’t understand why some 

particular laws were so important to Israel, but not so important today. Take for example the dietary laws that 

are contained there. No pork, no shellfish… The problem therein lies in how dangerous those particular foods 



might be not stored and prepared properly. And then we find that story in Acts where all the unclean animals 

are brought down in the sheet before Peter and Peter is told to eat and he says, “No way! I’m not eating unclean 

food.” The voice from heaven responds “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.” 

Let’s talk about “law” for a bit. 

 

“Law” is a system of rules designed to regulate behavior in both public and private society. Social and/or 

governmental institutions create and enforce these rules. Humans have been making laws for thousands of 

years. Early examples include ancient Egyptian law, Babylonian law, ancient Chinese law, and Old Testament 

law. There are many categories of law, including criminal law, civil law, and so on. Why does law matter at all? 

Here are 15 reasons why: 

1. Laws create order and peace 

2. Laws make the world civilized 

3. Laws encourage peaceful coexistence 

4. Laws keep us in check – and make culprits pay 

5. Laws keep everyone on the same page 

6. Laws make us respect others 

7. Laws make us respected to the world around us 

8. Laws give you freedom of choice 

9. Laws establish the right to equality 

10. Laws make sure you are accountable for your actions 

11. Laws give you more rights 

12. Laws encourage good behavior 

13. Laws make for a better society 

14. Laws keep us safe 

15. Laws make us better humans 

 

A bit of an aside for a moment. Did you know… 

In Florida elephant riders get no special treatment. If planning on parking their elephants at a paid meter, they 

must pop in some change. How is it that a law like that comes about? It makes you wonder under what 



circumstances certain laws were enacted. I’m thinking that Charlie rode his elephant into Miami one day and 

tied it up to a parking meter thus blocking Bob’s usage of that meter. Bob took the matter all the way to state 

legislature and made sure the city coffers would still benefit even without a car in place. The law remains on the 

books today. 

 

In Pennsylvania, you actually have to dismantle your car and hide it if you’re sharing the road with a team of 

skittish horses. 

 

In Missouri, you cannot, under any circumstances, drive with an uncaged bear in your car. 

 

Children’s lemonade stands are part of a longstanding rite of childhood. Parents use them to teach their kids 

lessons on the value of working for a dollar through this method. But for a growing number of municipalities, 

they are against the law. Take the story from Coralville, Iowa, in which 4-year-old Abigail Krutsinger had her 

stand shut down by police 30 minutes after she opened it. – I’m imagining a 4-year-old confronted by the police 

in her front yard because some neighbor filed a complaint… against a four-year-old!? 

 

It may be that some of the things we read in Leviticus may seem just as out of place. Some of the laws recorded 

there may even seem a bit strange to us. It’s important to understand Leviticus in the context of its time and 

situation. While many of its laws have been superseded by the New Testament, in particular dietary laws, many 

of them were a product of just what kind of negative influence the surrounding nations and cultures might have 

had on the Hebrews as they were tasked with staying in this relationship with God in order to fulfill his plan for 

salvation. So, while something may sound strange, arcane, or overly aggressive, it just might have been that 

external influences required a careful reliance on what God had to say about particular things. 

So we can understand a number of reasons for the Levitical laws, including: Purity and holiness; Health; Order; 

Constraint; and Proper Worship. 

 

And that leads us to one more reason for the “Law” 

 



Laws protect and enable the fulfillment of promise. In God’s case, the laws given to the people of Israel were 

meant primarily to keep them from being drawn away into the idolatry and sin of the people in the lands 

surrounding them, from which they came (Egypt) and to which they were going (the Promised Land). In order 

to fulfill the prophecy of Genesis 3, concerning “crushing the serpent’s head,” Israel must survive physically 

and spiritually intact for 14 more centuries while surrounded by blatant idolatry that would lead them astray. 

That is exactly what happened with the Northern Kingdom of Israel. They are led off by the Assyrians and 

dispersed among the nations, never to be heard from again. Israel had to learn the hard way. They followed after 

idols and the immoral practices of the Canaanites, the Moabites, and others. God demanded total commitment 

to him, and required separation from the sinful practices of the world. The root meaning of the word “holiness” 

is separation, and every regulation of diet and worship was intended to preserve this difference from all other 

people. God was showing them that he claimed them, physically and spiritually, for his holy purpose of 

redemption. The key verse again, “Be holy for I am holy.” God’s plan could be foiled if his chosen people all 

disappeared into the background, something that the devil worked regularly and consistently to bring about, and 

still does today. The law sets the parameters that would protect both the people, as well as God’s plan for its 

future fulfillment in Jesus. Thereafter, those who accepted the Lord would be “free from the law,” something 

we’ll cover later. They simply had to make it from Moses to Jesus in order for the greatest redemption from 

slavery to occur – slavery to the serpent himself. 

 

There are other details in the book of Leviticus that have to do with the celebration of their festivals, the 

importance of the day of atonement, the sabbath year and the year of Jubilee. But, running out of time, I’ll leave 

those to your process of discovery. 

 

By the way, Memphis, Tennessee doesn’t have a problem with women driving, but they must be proceeded by a 

man waving a red flag. It’s on the books – look it up. 

 


