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June 27, 2021 

Sermon Series: Prayer – Unexpected Answers 
 

Welcome  
 

WOV 718 Here in This Place 

Here in this place new light is streaming, 

Now is the darkness vanished away; 

See in this space our fears and our 

dreamings 

Brought here to you in the light of the day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 

Gather us in, the blind and the lame; 

Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

We shall arise at the sound of your name. 

 

We are the young, our lives are a myst’ry, 

We are the old who yearn for your face; 

We have been sung throughout all of 

hist’ry, 

Called to be light to the whole human race. 

Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 

Gather us in, the proud and the strong; 

Give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 

Give us the courage to enter the song. 
 

 

Here we will take the wine and the water, 

Here we will take the bread of new birth, 

Here you shall call your sons and your 

daughters, 

Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 

Give us to eat the bread that is you; 

Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 

Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 

Not in the dark of buildings confining, 

Not in some heaven, light years away— 

Here in this place the new light is shining, 

Now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 

Gather us in and hold us forever, 

Gather us in and make us your own; 

Gather us in, all peoples together, 

Fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 
Tune & Text: Marty Haugen 
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Merciful God  

You are so gentle, 

You are forgiving, 

You hold me close to Your heart. 

When I am distant, 

You show me mercy, 

You bring me close to Your heart. 

 

What a merciful, merciful, merciful God, 

What a merciful, merciful, merciful God, 

What a merciful, merciful, merciful God, 

You are. You are. 

 

 

 

You are so gentle, 

You are forgiving, 

You hold me close to Your heart. 

When I am distant, 

You show me mercy, 

You bring me close to Your heart. 

 

What a merciful, merciful, merciful God, 

What a merciful, merciful, merciful God, 

What a merciful, merciful, merciful God, 

You are. You are. 
By Randy Bulter & Terry Butler  
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Prayer 
 

Gathering Song: Only You  

Only You, You alone 

Are worthy of the glory, Lord. 

And ev’ry crown we'll ever wear 

We lay it down. 

We bow our knees, we confess, 

You are Lord all by Yourself. 

You reign alone 

Upon Your throne of righteousness; 

Only You. 
 

Who is like the Lord our God 

Who reigns in majesty? 

Who formed the earth 

And the heavens above, 

The mountains the deserts and seas? 

Who deserves honor? 

Who deserves praise? 

Who is the Sovereign King? 
 

Only You, You alone 

Are worthy of the glory, Lord. 

And ev’ry crown we'll ever wear 

We lay it down. 

We bow our knees, we confess, 

You are Lord all by Yourself. 

You reign alone 

Upon Your throne of righteousness; 

Only You. 
 

Who is like the Lord our God 

Who lifts those of low degree? 

Who by His grace and faithfulness, 

He calls us His family? 

Who deserves honor? 

Who deserves praise? 

Who is the Sovereign King? 

 

Only You, You alone 

Are worthy of the glory, Lord. 

And ev’ry crown we'll ever wear 

We lay it down. 

We bow our knees, we confess, 

You are Lord all by Yourself. 

You reign alone 

Upon Your throne of righteousness; 

Only You. 
 

We cry, “Holy is the Lord!” 

We cry, “Worthy is the Lamb!” 

We cry, “Holy is the Lord!” 

We exalt the Great I Am! 

We cry, “Holy is the Lord!” 

We cry, “Worthy is the Lamb!” 

We cry, “Holy is the Lord!” 

We exalt the Great I Am! 
 

Only You, You alone 

Are worthy of the glory, Lord. 

And ev’ry crown we'll ever wear 

We lay it down. 

We bow our knees, we confess, 

You are Lord all by Yourself. 

You reign alone 

Upon Your throne of righteousness; 

Only You. 
By Randy Phillips  
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Confession and Forgiveness: 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God + Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the God of 

manna, the God of miracles, the God of mercy. 

C: Amen 
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P: Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sins. 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: God, our provider, 

C: help us. It is hard to believe there is not enough to share. We question your 

ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to 

our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your 

teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? 

Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen 

P: Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and 

nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, + the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven 

and loved into abundant life. 

C: Amen. 
 

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Kyrie (tune: “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”)  

A: For God’s peace and for salvation, 

C: Lord, have mercy; hear our prayer. 

A: For God’s peace in all creation, 

C: Lord, have mercy; hear our prayer. 

A: For the tasks to which you send us, bless your children ev’rywhere; 

C: Lord, have mercy; hear our prayer. 

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us. Let us all your goodness share. 

C: Lord, have mercy; hear our prayer. 
 

Hymn of Praise – Glory to God – (tune: “Crown Him with Many Crowns”) 

Glory to God on high, and to the earth God’s peace! 

With thanks God’s name we glorify; let gladsome praise increase! 

With angel hosts we sing your holy name to bless, 

Almighty Father, heav’nly King, enthroned in holiness. 
 

Jesus, the Father’s Son, the Lamb for sinners slain, 

Ascended to your heav’nly throne, o’er all the earth you reign. 

Have mercy, Lord, we pray; your steadfast love declare. 

The sin of all you take away; receive our ardent prayer. 
 

For you, O Christ, alone – you only are the Lord; 

You only are the Holy One by earth and heav’n adored. 

To all eternity you with the Spirit live 

In God the Father’s majesty. To God all glory give! 
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Prayer of the Day 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, 

C: we give you thanks that in many ways and through many people your Holy 

Spirit gathers us into your church. Be present with us now that, discovering 

the length and breadth and height and depth of your love for us, we may be 

filled with the fullness of your grace, blessed to be a blessing, and bring glory 

to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Lessons 

Judges 7 

Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the troops that were with him rose early and 

encamped beside the spring of Harod; and the camp of Midian was north of them, 

below the hill of Moreh, in the valley.  
2 The LORD said to Gideon, “The troops with you are too many for me to give the 

Midianites into their hand. Israel would only take the credit away from me, saying, ‘My 

own hand has delivered me.’ 3 Now therefore proclaim this in the hearing of the troops, 

‘Whoever is fearful and trembling, let him return home.’ ” Thus Gideon sifted them out; 

twenty-two thousand returned, and ten thousand remained.  
4 Then the LORD said to Gideon, “The troops are still too many; take them down to 

the water and I will sift them out for you there. When I say, ‘This one shall go with 

you,’ he shall go with you; and when I say, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ he shall 

not go.” 5 So he brought the troops down to the water; and the LORD said to Gideon, 

“All those who lap the water with their tongues, as a dog laps, you shall put to one side; 

all those who kneel down to drink, putting their hands to their mouths, you shall put to 

the other side.” 6 The number of those that lapped was three hundred; but all the rest of 

the troops knelt down to drink water. 7 Then the LORD said to Gideon, “With the three 

hundred that lapped I will deliver you, and give the Midianites into your hand. Let all 

the others go to their homes.” 8 So he took the jars of the troops from their hands, and 

their trumpets; and he sent all the rest of Israel back to their own tents, but retained the 

three hundred. The camp of Midian was below him in the valley.  
9 That same night the LORD said to him, “Get up, attack the camp; for I have given it 

into your hand. 10 But if you fear to attack, go down to the camp with your servant 

Purah; 11 and you shall hear what they say, and afterward your hands shall be 

strengthened to attack the camp.” Then he went down with his servant Purah to the 

outposts of the armed men that were in the camp. 12 The Midianites and the Amalekites 

and all the people of the east lay along the valley as thick as locusts; and their camels 

were without number, countless as the sand on the seashore. 13 When Gideon arrived, 

there was a man telling a dream to his comrade; and he said, “I had a dream, and in it a 

cake of barley bread tumbled into the camp of Midian, and came to the tent, and struck 

it so that it fell; it turned upside down, and the tent collapsed.” 14 And his comrade 
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answered, “This is no other than the sword of Gideon son of Joash, a man of Israel; into 

his hand God has given Midian and all the army.”  
15 When Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, he worshiped; 

and he returned to the camp of Israel, and said, “Get up; for the LORD has given the 

army of Midian into your hand.” 16 After he divided the three hundred men into three 

companies, and put trumpets into the hands of all of them, and empty jars, with torches 

inside the jars, 17 he said to them, “Look at me, and do the same; when I come to the 

outskirts of the camp, do as I do. 18 When I blow the trumpet, I and all who are with me, 

then you also blow the trumpets around the whole camp, and shout, ‘For the LORD and 

for Gideon!’ ”  
19 So Gideon and the hundred who were with him came to the outskirts of the camp 

at the beginning of the middle watch, when they had just set the watch; and they blew 

the trumpets and smashed the jars that were in their hands. 20 So the three companies 

blew the trumpets and broke the jars, holding in their left hands the torches, and in their 

right hands the trumpets to blow; and they cried, “A sword for the LORD and for 

Gideon!” 21 Every man stood in his place all around the camp, and all the men in camp 

ran; they cried out and fled. 22 When they blew the three hundred trumpets, the LORD set 

every man’s sword against his fellow and against all the army; and the army fled as far 

as Beth-shittah toward Zererah, as far as the border of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath. 
23 And the men of Israel were called out from Naphtali and from Asher and from all 

Manasseh, and they pursued after the Midianites.  
24 Then Gideon sent messengers throughout all the hill country of Ephraim, saying, 

“Come down against the Midianites and seize the waters against them, as far as Beth-

barah, and also the Jordan.” So all the men of Ephraim were called out, and they seized 

the waters as far as Beth-barah, and also the Jordan. 25 They captured the two captains of 

Midian, Oreb and Zeeb; they killed Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb they killed at the 

wine press of Zeeb, as they pursued the Midianites. They brought the heads of Oreb and 

Zeeb to Gideon beyond the Jordan. 

Acts 12:5-17 

While Peter was kept in prison, the church prayed fervently to God for him.  
6 The very night before Herod was going to bring him out, Peter, bound with two 

chains, was sleeping between two soldiers, while guards in front of the door were 

keeping watch over the prison. 7 Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light 

shone in the cell. He tapped Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” 

And the chains fell off his wrists. 8 The angel said to him, “Fasten your belt and put on 

your sandals.” He did so. Then he said to him, “Wrap your cloak around you and follow 

me.” 9 Peter went out and followed him; he did not realize that what was happening with 

the angel’s help was real; he thought he was seeing a vision. 10 After they had passed the 

first and the second guard, they came before the iron gate leading into the city. It 

opened for them of its own accord, and they went outside and walked along a lane, 

when suddenly the angel left him. 11 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I am 
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sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the hands of Herod and from 

all that the Jewish people were expecting.”  
12 As soon as he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John 

whose other name was Mark, where many had gathered and were praying. 13 When he 

knocked at the outer gate, a maid named Rhoda came to answer. 14 On recognizing 

Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed that, instead of opening the gate, she ran in and 

announced that Peter was standing at the gate. 15 They said to her, “You are out of your 

mind!” But she insisted that it was so. They said, “It is his angel.” 16 Meanwhile Peter 

continued knocking; and when they opened the gate, they saw him and were amazed. 
17 He motioned to them with his hand to be silent, and described for them how the Lord 

had brought him out of the prison. And he added, “Tell this to James and to the 

believers.” Then he left and went to another place. 
 

Gospel Acclamation (tune: “Praise God from Whom All Blessing Flow”) 

Alleluia! Oh, praise the Lord! 

Forever be God’s name adored! 

Alleluia! God’s saving Word 

Throughout the earth in faith be heard! 

P: The Holy Gospel according to… Gospel: Luke 7:7-11 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
7 “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be 

opened for you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, 

and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 9 Is there anyone among you 

who, if your child asks for bread, will give a stone? 10 Or if the child asks for a fish, 

will give a snake? 11 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good things to those who 

ask him! 

After the reading 

P: The Gospel of our Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Message: “Unexpected Answers” 

 

Message Hymn: LBW 441 Eternal Spirit Of The Living Christ (tune: “Savior Again”) 

Eternal Spirit of the living Christ, 

I know not how to ask or what to say; 

I only know my need, as deep as life, 

And only You can teach me how to pray. 
 

Come, pray in me the prayer I need this day; 

Help me to see Your purpose and Your will, 

Where I have failed, what I have done amiss; 

Held in forgiving love, let me be still. 

Come with the strength I lack, bring vision 

clear 

Of human need; oh, give me eyes to see 

Fulfillment of my life in love outpoured: 

My life in You, O Christ; Your love in me. 
Frank Von Christierson 

© Words: 1974 The Hymn Society (Admin. by Hope 

Publishing Company) 

Music: Public Domain  
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Credo: (tune: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”) 

Children of God, come,  

Our Father almighty confessing, 

Maker of heaven and earth,  

Endless glory possessing. 

Who, by his might,  

Shattered the darkness with light, 

Filling all things with his blessing. 
 

Proclaim our faith in God’s Son,  

Our Redeemer, Christ Jesus, 

Son of the virgin:  

His death from all trespasses frees us. 

Raised from the grave, 

 He lives his people to save, 

From our own graves to release us. 
 

Christ reigns on high!  

On his people the Spirit descending,  

Binds with forgiveness  

The saints in one holy befriending, 

By whom is heard  

God’s sure, unbreakable Word, 

Promise of life without ending. 

 

Praise Song: How Great You Are 

A thousand sparkling stars upon 

A midnight summer sky 

The majesty and wonder of 

The ocean's endless tide 

And the more I see 

The more I can't explain 

How the One who set 

The world in place 

Could even know my name 

And I'm amazed I'm so amazed 
 

How great You are how small I am 

How awesome is Your mighty hand 

And I am captured by the wonder of it all 

And I will offer all my praise 

With all my heart for all my days 

How great You are How great You are 

How great You are 
 

A million snowflakes gently fall 

Yet no two are the same 

The colors fill the canvas of 

The seasons as they change 

And ev'rywhere I look I see Your hand 

Why You would love someone like me 

I'll never understand 

And I'm amazed I'm so amazed 
 

How great You are how small I am 

How awesome is Your mighty hand 

And I am captured by the wonder of it all 

And I will offer all my praise 

With all my heart for all my days 

How great You are How great You are 

How great You are 
 

How great You are how small I am 

How awesome is Your mighty hand 

And I am captured by the wonder of it all 

And I will offer all my praise 

With all my heart for all my days 

How great You are How great You are 

How great You are How great You are 
by Dan Dean | Dave Clark  

© New Spring (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music 

Publishing, Inc.)Dawn Treader Music (Admin. by Capitol 

CMG Publishing)Dudedabe Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG 

Publishing) 

CCLI License # 587498 

 

Passing the Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Announcements 
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Prayers of the Church 

A: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to 

their needs. 

A: …Lord, in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Prayers are concluded with 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, may your name be honored. May your kingdom come. 

May what you want to happen be done on earth as it is done in heaven. Give us 

today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, just as we also have forgiven those 

who sin against us. Keep us from falling into sin when we are tempted. Save us 

from the evil one. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever.  
 

Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen 
 

Closing Song: WOV 776 Be Thou My Vision 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

Naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 

Thou my best thought by day and by night, 

Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 

Thou my soul’s shelter, thou my high tower, 

Raise thou me heav’nward, O Pow’r of my 

pow’r. 
 

Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, 

Thou mine inheritance, now and always: 

Thou, and thou only, first in my heart, 

Great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 

Light of my soul, after victory won, 

May I reach heaven’s joys, O heaven’s Sun! 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
Tune: Irish Tune; Text: tr. Mary E. Byrne 

©Augsburg Fortress Publishing 
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Sending

A: Go in peace. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

A: Share the Good News! 

C: Yes, Lord, we will! 


