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January 1, 2023 

The Bible – Ezekiel 

 

Welcome  

 

Hear Our Praises  

May our homes be filled with dancing, 

May our streets be filled with joy; 

May injustice bow to Jesus, 

As the people turn and pray. 

 

From the mountain to the valley, 

Hear our praises rise to You; 

From the heavens to the nations, 

Hear our singing fill the air. 

 

May our light shine in the darkness, 

As we walk before the cross; 

May Your glory fill the whole earth, 

As the water over the seas. 

 

From the mountain to the valley, 

Hear our praises rise to You; 

From the heavens to the nations, 

Hear our singing fill the air. 

 

From the mountain to the valley, 

Hear our praises rise to You; 

From the heavens to the nations, 

Hear our singing fill the air. 

 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 

From the mountain to the valley, 

Hear our praises rise to You; 

From the heavens to the nations, 

Hear our singing fill the air. 

 

From the mountain to the valley, 

Hear our praises rise to You. 
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LBW 51 From Heaven Above 

From heav'n above to earth I come 

To bring good news to ev'ryone! 

Glad tidings of great joy I bring 

To all the world and gladly sing: 

 

To you this night is born a Child 

Of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 

This newborn Child of lowly birth 

Shall be the joy of all the earth. 

 

This is the Christ, God's Son Most 

High, 

Who hears your sad and bitter cry; 

He will Himself your Savior be 

And from all sin will set you free. 

 

The blessing which the Father planned 

The Son holds in His infant hand, 

That in His kingdom, bright and fair, 

You may with us His glory share. 
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These are the signs which you will see 

To let you know that it is He; 

In manger bed, in swaddling clothes 

The Child who all the earth upholds. 

 

O dearest Jesus, holy Child, 

Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 

A holy shrine within my heart, 

That you and I need never part. 

 

 

My heart for very joy now leaps;  

my voice no longer silence keeps; 

I too must join the angel throng 

To sing with joy his cradle song: 

 

“Glory to God in highest heav’n, 

Who unto us his Son has giv’n.” 

With angels sing in pious mirth: 

A glad new year to all the earth! 
Text: Martin Luther, Tune: V. Schumann  

© Public Domain  

Prayer 
 

Gathering Song: Comfort, Comfort Now My People 

Comfort comfort now my people 

Tell of peace so says our God 

Comfort those who sit in darkness 

Mourning under sorrow's load 

To God's people now proclaim 

That God's pardon waits for them 

Tell them that their war is over 

God will reign in peace forever 

 

For the herald's voice is crying 

In the desert far and near 

Calling us to true repentance 

Since the kingdom now is here 
 

 

Oh that warning cry obey 

Now prepare for God a way 

Let the valleys rise to meet Him 

And the hills bow down to greet Him 

 

Straight shall be what long was crooked 

And the rougher places plain 

Let your hearts be true and humble 

As befits His holy reign 

For the glory of the Lord 

Now on earth is shed abroad 

And all flesh shall see the token 

That God's Word is never broken 
Catherine Winkworth | Johannes G. Olearius | Louis Bourgeois 
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Confession and Forgiveness: 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, whose 

voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is poured out upon all people, whose 

goodness cascades over all creation. 

C: Amen 

P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.  

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Holy God, 
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C:  You search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We 

confess that our hearts are burdened by sin – our own sins and the 

broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow your 

outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit 

the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come. 

Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone. Even 

before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in 

your divine mercy. Amen 

P: How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of + Christ Jesus, our 

sins are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are 

forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved 

community living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 

C: Amen 
 

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Kyrie – With One Voice, Setting 4; page 12 

A: In peace, in peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

A: For the peace of the whole world, the well-being of the church of God, and for 

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

A: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

Hymn of Praise - This is the Feast, With One Voice, Setting 4; page 15 

C: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. Alleluia. Worthy is 

Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of 

God. Power and riches, wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and 

glory are his. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
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Blessing and honor, glory and might to God and the Lamb forever. 

Amen. This is the feast of victory for our God, Alleluia. Alleluia. For the 

Lamb, the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. This is the 

feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Amen 
 

Prayer of the Day 

P: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you.  

P: Let us pray. Blessed Lord,  

C: you speak to us through the Holy Scriptures. Grant that we may hear, 

read, respect, learn, and make them our own in such a way that the 

enduring benefits and comfort of the word will help us grasp and hold the 

blessed hope of everlasting life, given us through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen  

 

Lessons:  

Ezekiel 2:1-3:11 

He said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you. 2 And 

when he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard 

him speaking to me. 3 He said to me, Mortal, I am sending you to the people of 

Israel, to a nation of rebels who have rebelled against me; they and their ancestors 

have transgressed against me to this very day. 4 The descendants are impudent and 

stubborn. I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, “Thus says the 

Lord GOD.” 5 Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house), 

they shall know that there has been a prophet among them. 6 And you, O mortal, 

do not be afraid of them, and do not be afraid of their words, though briers and 

thorns surround you and you live among scorpions; do not be afraid of their 

words, and do not be dismayed at their looks, for they are a rebellious house. 
7 You shall speak my words to them, whether they hear or refuse to hear; for they 

are a rebellious house.  
8 But you, mortal, hear what I say to you; do not be rebellious like that 

rebellious house; open your mouth and eat what I give you. 9 I looked, and a hand 

was stretched out to me, and a written scroll was in it. 10 He spread it before me; it 

had writing on the front and on the back, and written on it were words of 

lamentation and mourning and woe.  

 He said to me, O mortal, eat what is offered to you; eat this scroll, and go, speak 

to the house of Israel. 2 So I opened my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat. 
3 He said to me, Mortal, eat this scroll that I give you and fill your stomach with it. 

Then I ate it; and in my mouth it was as sweet as honey.  
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4 He said to me: Mortal, go to the house of Israel and speak my very words to 

them. 5 For you are not sent to a people of obscure speech and difficult language, but 

to the house of Israel— 6 not to many peoples of obscure speech and difficult 

language, whose words you cannot understand. Surely, if I sent you to them, they 

would listen to you. 7 But the house of Israel will not listen to you, for they are not 

willing to listen to me; because all the house of Israel have a hard forehead and a 

stubborn heart. 8 See, I have made your face hard against their faces, and your 

forehead hard against their foreheads. 9 Like the hardest stone, harder than flint, I 

have made your forehead; do not fear them or be dismayed at their looks, for they are 

a rebellious house. 10 He said to me: Mortal, all my words that I shall speak to you 

receive in your heart and hear with your ears; 11 then go to the exiles, to your people, 

and speak to them. Say to them, “Thus says the Lord GOD”; whether they hear or 

refuse to hear. 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the 

LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all 

around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He 

said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 
4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear 

the word of the LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to 

enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come 

upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you 

shall know that I am the LORD.”  
7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there 

was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and 

there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered 

them; but there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, 

prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the 

four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10 I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and 

stood on their feet, a vast multitude.  
11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They 

say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 
12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open 

your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you 

back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open 

your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit 

within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 

know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act,” says the LORD. 
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Message: “Prophet to the Babylonian Captivity ”  
 

Message Hymn: Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 

Savior, like a Shepherd lead us, 

Much we need Thy tender care; 

In Thy pleasant pastures feed us; 

For our use Thy folds prepare. 

Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, 

Thou hast bought us, Thine we are; 

Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, 

Thou hast bought us, Thine we are. 
 

We are Thine; do Thou befriend us; 

Be the guardian of our way; 

Keep Thy flock; from sin defend us; 

Seek us when we go astray. 
 

 

Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, 

Hear Thy children when they pray; 

Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, 

Hear Thy children when they pray. 
 

Early let us seek Thy favor; 

Early let us do Thy will; 

Blessed Lord and only Savior, 

With Thy love our bosoms fill. 

Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, 

Thou hast loved us, love us still; 

Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, 

Thou hast loved us, love us still. 
Tune: William B. Bradbury; Text: Dorothy A. Thrupp 

©Public Domain 

 

 Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the 

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen 
 

Praise Song: Come Alive (Dry Bones) 

Through the eyes of man it seems 

There's so much we have lost 

As we look down the road 

Where all the prodigals have walked 

And one by one the enemy 

Has whispered lies and led them off as 

slaves 
 

 

But we know that You are God 

Yours is the victory 

We know there is more to come 

That we may not yet see 

So with the faith You’ve given us 

We step into the valley unafraid 

You alone can save 
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We call out to dry bones come alive 

come alive 

We call out to dead hearts come alive 

come alive 

Up out of the ashes let us see an army 

rise 

We call out to dry bones come alive 
 

God of endless mercy God of 

unrelenting love 

Rescue ev'ry daughter 

Bring us back the wayward sons 

And by Your spirit breathe upon them 

Show the world that You alone can 

save 

You alone can save 
 

We call out to dry bones come alive 

come alive 

We call out to dead hearts come alive 

come alive 

Up out of the ashes let us see an army 

rise 

We call out to dry bones come alive 
 

 

So breathe oh breath of God 

Now breathe oh breath of God 

Breathe oh breath of God now breathe 

Breathe oh breath of God 

 

Now breathe oh breath of God 

Breathe oh breath of God now breathe  
 

Breathe oh breath of God 

Now breathe oh breath of God 

Breathe oh breath of God now breathe  

Breathe oh breath of God 

Now breathe oh breath of God 

Breathe oh breath of God now breathe  
 

We call out to dry bones come alive 

come alive 

We call out to dead hearts come alive 

come alive 

Up out of the ashes let us see an army 

rise 

We call out to dry bones come alive 

We call out to dry bones come alive 
Lauren Daigle | Michael Farren 

© 2012 CentricSongs (Admin. by Capitol CMG 

Publishing) 
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Prayers of the Church 

A: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 

A: …Lord, in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Prayers are concluded with 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

Passing of the Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
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Offering/Announcements 
 

Offertory – With One Voice, Setting 4, Page 21  

C: Let the vineyards be fruitful Lord, fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed, we 

may be fed with the bread of life. Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 

unite them with the prayers we offer. Grace our table with your presence, 

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 

Offertory prayer 

A: Let us pray. Savior of the nations, come. 

C: Make your home here in us. Feed is with your love, that our faith may 

shine ever new and our lives reveal your light, in Jesus’ name. Amen 
 

The Great Thanksgiving – With One Voice, Setting 4; page 22 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface: It is indeed right and salutary … and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy – With One Voice, Setting 4; page 22 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might, heav’n and earth are 

full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed, blessed is he who comes in 

the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Words of Institution 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, …for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 

the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 
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Agnus Dei – With One Voice, Setting 4; page 25 

C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us, have 

mercy on us, have mercy. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 

world; have mercy on us, have mercy on us, have mercy. Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world; Grant us peace. 

 

Distribution Song: Communion Song 

Take this bread I give to you, 

And as you do, remember Me. 

This bread is My body broken for you. 

Take it, eat it, Each time you do; 

Remember Me, remember Me. 

 

Take this cup I fill for you, 

And as you do, remember Me. 

This cup is the new covenant 

I'm making with you, 

Take it, drink it, Each time you do; 

Remember Me, remember Me. 

Take this love I've given you, 

And as you do, remember Me. 

Remember Me, remember Me. 
© 1977 Sparrow Song (a div. of EMI Christian Music 

Publishing)) / Careers-BMG Music Publishing, Inc.) 

/ Shaunda Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music 

Publishing)) 

CCLI License No. 587498

Post-Communion Prayer 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 

C: Amen 

 

Post-communion Canticle, With One Voice, Setting 4; page 26 

C: Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: your word has been 

fulfilled. My own eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared in 

the sight of all people: a light to reveal you to the nations and the glory of 

your people Israel. Glory to the Father and to the Son, glory to the Holy 

Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen, 

amen, amen. 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

A: Let us pray. God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread and 

the cup we share. Make us always ready to welcome Christ into our hearts, 

and send us forth to be your people in the world, announcing your coming 

among us in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen 
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Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and 

be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen 

 

Closing Song: Revive Us Again 

We praise Thee O God 

For the Son of Thy love 

For Jesus Who died 

And is now gone above 
 

Hallelujah Thine the glory 

Hallelujah amen 

Hallelujah Thine the glory 

Revive us again 
 

We praise Thee O God 

For the spirit of light 

Who has shown us our Savior and 

Scattered the night 
 

Hallelujah Thine the glory 

Hallelujah amen 

Hallelujah Thine the glory 

Revive us again 

All glory and praise 

To the Lamb that was slain 

Who has born all our sins 

And has cleansed every stain 
 

All glory and praise 

To the God of all grace 

 

Who has bought us and sought us 

And guided our ways 
 

Hallelujah Thine the glory 

Hallelujah amen 

Hallelujah Thine the glory 

Revive us again 
 

Revive us again 

Fill each heart with Thy love 

May each soul be rekindled 

With fire from above 
 

Hallelujah Thine the glory 

Hallelujah amen 

Hallelujah Thine the glory 

Revive us again 
 

Hallelujah Thine the glory 

Hallelujah amen 

Hallelujah Thine the glory 

Revive us again 

Revive us again 
Buddy Greene | William J. Gaither | William Paton 

Mackay 

© Words: Public Domain; Music: 2019 Rufus Music 
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Music (Admin. by Gaither Copyright Management) 
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Sending

A: Go in peace. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

A: Share the Good News! 

C: Yes, Lord, we will! 

 

 


