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A Candlelight Service for Christmas 

December 24, 2022 – 5 pm 
 

A Christmas Opening – “Oh, Come, Let Us Adore Him” – LBW #45 

P: Arise, shine, for your Light has come! 

C: Oh, come, let us adore him! 

P: And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you! 

C: Oh, come, let us adore him! 

P: And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 

rising! 

C: Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

Oh, come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 

Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him born the king of angels: 

P: Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given. 

C: Oh, come, let us adore him! 

P: And the government shall be upon his shoulders. 

C: Oh, come, let us adore him! 

P: And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. 

C: Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

The highest, most holy, light of light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 

Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! 

P: Fear not, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which shall be to all 

people. 

C: Oh, come, let us adore him! 

P: For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the 

Lord! 

C: Oh, come, let us adore him! 

P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace o God’s people on earth! 

C: Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

Sing all ye citizens of heaven above. 

Glory to God in the highest: 

Oh, come, let us adore him! 

Oh, come, let us adore him! 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
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Lessons  

Isaiah 9:2-7 
2 The people who walked in darkness  

have seen a great light;  

those who lived in a land of deep darkness—  

on them light has shined.  
3 You have multiplied the nation,  

you have increased its joy;  

they rejoice before you  

as with joy at the harvest,  

as people exult when dividing plunder.  
4 For the yoke of their burden,  

and the bar across their shoulders,  

the rod of their oppressor,  

you have broken as on the day of Midian.  
5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors  

and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.  
6 For a child has been born for us,  

a son given to us;  

authority rests upon his shoulders;  

and he is named  

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
7 His authority shall grow continually,  

and there shall be endless peace  

for the throne of David and his kingdom.  

He will establish and uphold it  

with justice and with righteousness  

from this time onward and forevermore.  

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

Titus 2:11-14 
11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12 training us to 

renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are 

self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope and the 

manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14 He it is who 

gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself 

a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
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Gospel - Luke 2:1-20 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went 

from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He 

went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 

child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do 

not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 

lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and saying,  
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,  

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 

the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known 

what had been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at 

what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 

them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 

they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

Hymn of Praise - “Angels We Have Heard on High” – LBW #71 

Angels we have heard on high, 

Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, 

Echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in 

excelsis Deo. 
 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 

Which inspire your heav’nly song? 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in 

excelsis Deo. 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in 

excelsis Deo.
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Message – Pastor J. Patrick Fitzgerald 
 

Christmas Creed 

WE BELIEVE in Jesus Christ and his gospel, born to us all so long ago in 

Bethlehem of Judea. 

WE BELIEVE in Him whose birth glorified Bethlehem, but for whom there was 

no room in the Inn. 

WE BELIEVE in Him whose guiding Star brought together to his Manger the 

humble Shepherds and the Wise Men. 

WE BELIEVE in Him whose guiding Star can bring together in his Name the 

humble and the wise everywhere. 

WE BELIEVE in Him who walked among the common people, and who was 

welcomed by those with open minds and yearning hearts, whom the poor, the 

oppressed, the discouraged, the sick and afflicted, welcomed and accepted as 

their Lord and Savior. 

WE BELIEVE in Him whose life changed the course of history, over whom 

kings had no power, whose life humbled the proud, toppled the mighty, and 

elevated those of low degree. 

WE BELIEVE in Him whose love changed human hearts for the better, and 

whose life and death on the Cross proved that it is more important to serve 

than to be served, and that the greatest are those who give their lives in service 

for others. 

WE BELIEVE in Him who is the Prince of Peace, whose spirit makes for justice 

and peace among all peoples, everywhere. 

WE BELIEVE that the Christmas spirit - the spirit of Christ - is the spirit that can 

change the world for the better through the power of the Holy Spirit and the 

fruits of love, faith and hope. 
 

Prayers of the Church 
 

Passing of the Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Offering and Special Music – Holly Hawkes & David Bakken 
 

Offertory – With One Voice, Setting 4, Page 21  

C: Let the vineyards be fruitful Lord, fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed, we 

may be fed with the bread of life. Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; 
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unite them with the prayers we offer now. Grace our table with your 

presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

Offertory Prayer 

A: Good and loving God, 

C: We rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the 

riches of your grace. Bless the gifts we offer this day, and let them be 

blessings for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, 

we shout for joy at the coming of your Son. Amen 
 

Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should always and, in all places, offer 

thanks… 

 (Continue with the proper preface) 

 …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might, heaven and earth 

are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed, blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Words of Institution 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 

Lord's Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 

the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 
 

Agnus Dei – With One Voice, Setting 4; page 25 

C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us, have 

mercy on us, have mercy. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 

world; have mercy on us, have mercy on us, have mercy. Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world; Grant us peace. 
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Distribution 
 

Communion Hymn 

“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” – LBW #54 

It came upon the midnight clear, 

 That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth 

To touch their harps of gold: 

“Peace on the earth, good will to all, 

From heav’ns all-gracious king.” 

The world in solemn stillness lay 

To hear the angels sing. 

 

Still through the cloven skies they 

come 

With peaceful wings unfurled, 

And still their heav’nly music floats 

O’er all the weary world. 

Above its sad and lowly plains 

They bend on hov’ring wing, 

And ever o’er its babel sounds 

The blessed angels sing. 

And you, beneath life’s crushing load, 

Whose forms are bending low, 

Who toil along the climbing way 

With painful steps and slow: 

Look now, for glad and golden hours 

Come swiftly on the wing; 

Oh, rest beside the weary road 

And hear the angels sing! 

 

For lo! The days are hast’ning on, 

By prophets seen of old, 

When with the ever-circling years 

Shall come the time foretold, 

When peace shall over all the earth 

Its ancient splendors fling, 

And all the world give back the song 

Which now the angels sing. 

 

“Light for our Darkness, Love for our World” 

P: Tonight, we celebrate the coming of Christ, the Light of the world. Our 

candles bear witness to Light and brighten this time of celebration. 

C: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into 

being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 

The first candle on Advent Wreath is Lit 

“What Child is This” – LBW #40 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems 

sweet 

While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels 

sing; 

Haste, haste to bring him laud, 

The babe, the son of Mary! 

 

Why lies he in such mean estate 

Where ox and ass are feeding? 
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Good Christian, fear; for sinners 

here 

The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 

The cross be borne for me, for you; 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

The babe, the son of Mary! 

 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

Come, peasant, king, to own him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 

Let loving hearts enthrone him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, 

The virgin sings her lullaby; 

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

The babe, the son of Mary!
 

P: By the light of God’s creating Word we are led to the brighter light of faith in 

him. 

C:  What has come into being in him was life and the life was the light of all 

people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it. 

The second candle on the Advent Wreath is lit 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” – LBW #41 

O little town of Bethlehem, 

How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

Are met in thee tonight. 
 

How silently, how silently 

The wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

The blessings of his heav’n. 

No ear may hear his coming; 

But, in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive him, still 

The dear Christ enters in. 
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 

Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

The great glad tidings tell; 

Oh, come to us, abide with us, 

Our Lord Immanuel! 
 

P: With the coming of God’s Son, our Immanuel, the light shines still more 

brightly. 

C: The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He 

was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 

world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own 

people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his 

name, he gave power to become children of God. 

The third candle on the Advent Wreath is lit 
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“Joy to the World” – LBW #39 

Joy to the World, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive its King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare him room 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n, and heav’n and 

nature sing. 
 

No more let sin and sorrow grow 

Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make his blessings 

flow 

Far as the curse is found,  

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and 

grace 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness 

And wonders of his love, 

And wonders of his love, 

And wonders, wonders of his love. 

 

A: The Light of the Lord continues to shine, as it glows in our lives of Christian 

love and service; for God has given us his Word. 

C: And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 

glory, the glory as of a Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth. 

The fourth candle on the Advent candle is lit, as well as the candles throughout 

the church 

“Silent Night, Holy Night” – LBW #65 

Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from your holy face, 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
 

Benediction 

The candles are extinguished 

 


