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Christmas Eve, 2020 
 

Preschool Presentation 
 

Processional Hymn     LBW 45 O Come All Ye Faithful 

Oh, come, all ye faithful,  

Joyful and triumphant, 

Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him,  

Born the King of angels. 

Oh, come, let us adore Him, 

Oh, come, let us adore Him, 

Oh, come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord. 
 

The highest, most holy,  

Light of light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 

Son of the Father  

Now in flesh appearing! 

Oh, come, let us adore Him, 

Oh, come, let us adore Him, 

Oh, come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord. 
 

Sing, choirs of angels,  

Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God in the highest: 

Oh, come, let us adore Him, 

Oh, come, let us adore Him, 

Oh, come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord. 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee,  

Born this happy morning; 

Jesus to thee be glory giv’n! 

Word of the Father,  

Now in flesh appearing: 

Oh, come, let us adore Him, 

Oh, come, let us adore Him, 

Oh, come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord. 
© Public Domain

Welcome  

On this Christmas Eve let it be our concern and our delight to listen once more to the story told of one who was 

born on this Earth, who ministered to the poor, the rejected, and the brokenhearted, who died speaking truth to 

power, and whose death signified not the end, but a transformation awaiting all who give their lives, even as he 

did, to God’s vision for the salvation of this world. We recall the original blessing imparted to us, that we are 

created in the image of God, and we are declared good. We consider again God’s promise to Noah and all 

creation to be present with us, no matter what unfolds. Let the much-loved words and songs of this season fill us 

body and soul, giving us hope and helping us respond to that great plea that permeates this season: for peace, 

peace on earth, peace on earth and good will to all. 
 

Prayer:  

P: Let us pray: Loving God, open our hearts and minds to the truth made manifest in Christ, that you are 

with us. You are with us now, in this moment, flowing like a secret spring in our innermost being. May 

the simple beauty of the birth of Jesus summon us always to love what is most deeply human, and to see 

your love reflected in those whose lives we touch. May the testimony of creation—in the stable animals 

and the very heavens—summon us to cherish all life, and to see your goodness in the beauty of this 

Earth. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ.  

C: Amen.  
 

First Lesson: Isaiah 9:2; 6–7 [God promises a King] 
2 The people who walked in darkness  

have seen a great light;  

those who lived in a land of deep darkness—  

on them light has shined.  
6 For a child has been born for us,  

a son given to us;  

authority rests upon his shoulders;  

and he is named  

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
7 His authority shall grow continually,  

and there shall be endless peace  

for the throne of David and his kingdom.  

He will establish and uphold it  

with justice and with righteousness  

from this time onward and forevermore.  

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
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LBW 58 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming  

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming, 

A bloom of finest grace; 

The prophets had foretold it: 

A branch of Jesse’s race 

Would bear one perfect flow’r 

Here in the cold of winter 

And darkest midnight hour. 
 

The rose of which I’m singing, 

Isaiah had foretold. 

He came to us through Mary 

Who sheltered him from cold. 

Through God’s eternal will 

This child to us was given 

At midnight calm and still. 
 

The shepherds heard the story 

The angels sang that night: 

How Christ was born of Mary; 

He was the Son of light. 

To Bethlehem they ran 

To find him in the manger 

As angel heralds sang. 
 

This flow’r, so small and tender, 

With fragrance fills the air; 

His brightness ends the darkness 

That kept the earth in fear. 

True God and yet true man, 

He came to save his people 

From earth’s dark night of sin. 
 

O Savior, child of Mary, 

Who felt all human woe; 

O Savior, king of glory, 

Who triumphed o’er our foe; 

Bring us at length we pray, 

To the bright courts of heaven 

And into endless day. 
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Second Lesson: Micah 5:2-5a [The King will come from Bethlehem] 

 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,  

who are one of the little clans of Judah,  

from you shall come forth for me  

one who is to rule in Israel,  

whose origin is from of old,  

from ancient days.  
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time  

when she who is in labor has brought forth;  

then the rest of his kindred shall return  

to the people of Israel.  
4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,  

in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.  

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great  

to the ends of the earth;  
5 and he shall be the one of peace. 

LBW 41 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 

For Christ is born of Mary, and, gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love. 

O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth! 
 

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav’n. 
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No ear may hear his coming; but, in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

Oh, come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 
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Third Lesson from Luke 1:26–35; 38 [The Annunciation to Mary]   
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin 

engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he 

came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by his 

words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 

you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 

name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give 

to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 

there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to 

her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore 

the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of 

the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 

LBW 34 O Come O Come Emmanuel   

Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

Oh, come, oh, come, great Lord of might, 

Who to your tribes on Sinai’s height 

In ancient times once gave the law 

In cloud, and majesty, and awe. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

Oh, come, strong Branch of Jesse, free 

Your own from Satan’s tyranny; 

From depths of hell your people save 

And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

Oh, come, blest Dayspring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by your advent here; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
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Fourth Lesson: Luke 2:1–7 [The birth of Jesus.]    

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This 

was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns 

to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with 

Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for 

her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 

him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  

 

LBW 39 Joy to the World 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare him room 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
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No more let sin and sorrow grow 

Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make his blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness 

And wonders of his love, 

And wonders of his love, 

And wonders, wonders of his love. 
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Fifth Lesson: Luke 2:8–16 [The shepherds go to see the Savior]  
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then 

an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy 

for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 

This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,  
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 

now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they 

went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
 

LBW 50 Angels, from the Realms of Glory 

Angels, from the realms of glory, 

Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Once you sang creation’s story; 

Now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 

Watching o’er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing 

Yonder shines the infant light. 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 

Sages, leave your contemplations, 

Brighter visions beam afar; 

Seek the great desire of nations, 

You have seen his natal star. 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 

All creation, join in praising 

God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising 

To the eternal Three in One. 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn king. 
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Sixth Reading: Luke 2:21-38 [Jesus receives his name] 
21 After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name 

given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.  
22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to 

Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be 

designated as holy to the Lord”), 24 and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the 

Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”  
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, 

looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him 

by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the 

Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what 

was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,  
29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,  

according to your word;  
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,  
31 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”  
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33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon 

blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in 

Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a 

sword will pierce your own soul too.”  
36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, 

having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. 

She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At that moment she 

came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of 

Jerusalem. 
 

Special Music – David Bakken, Holly Hawkes, Jon Kromrey – “Mary Did You Know” 
 

Seventh Reading: Matthew 2:1-12 [The Magi follow the star] 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 

Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 

rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 

Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 

where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the 

prophet:  
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  

for from you shall come a ruler  

who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ”  
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 

appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you 

have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the 

king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 

over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 

joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him 

homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And 

having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 

LBW 56 The First Noel 

The first Noel the angel did say 

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

In fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 

On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

Born is the King of Israel. 
 

They looked up and saw a star 

Shining in the east beyond them far; 

And to the earth it gave great light, 

And so it continued both day and night. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

Born is the King of Israel. 
 

This star drew near to the northwest, 

O’er Bethlehem it took its rest; 

And there it did both stop and stay 

Right over the place where Jesus lay. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

Born is the King of Israel. 
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Eighth Reading: Matthew 2:13-18 [The slaughter of the holy innocents] 
13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the 

child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the 

child, to destroy him.” 14 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 
15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through 

the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 
16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed 

all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had 

learned from the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:  
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18 “A voice was heard in Ramah,  

wailing and loud lamentation,  

Rachel weeping for her children;  

she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 

 

WOV 638 Holy Child within the Manger 

Holy Child within the manger, 

Long ago yet ever near; 

Come as friend to ev’ry stranger, 

Come as hope for ev’ry fear. 

As you lived to heal the broken, 

Greet the outcast, free the bound, 

As you taught us love unspoken, 

Teach us now where you are found. 

 

Once again we tell the story 

How your love for us was shown, 

When the image of your glory 

Wore an image like our own. 

Come, enlighten with your wisdom, 

Come and fill us with your grace. 

May the fire of your compassion 

Kindle ev’ry land and race. 

 

Holy Child within the manger, 

Lead us ever in your way, 

So we see in ev’ry stranger 

How you come to us today. 

In our lives and in our living 

Give us strength to live as you, 

That our hearts might be forgiving 

And our spirits strong and true. 
©Augsburg Publishing House 
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Litany 

P: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

C: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

P: Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 

C: We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 

P: For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 

C: In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

P: Let us pray, 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

Ninth Lesson: John 1:1–14 [The mystery of the Incarnation.] 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 

beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 

being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines 

in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, 

so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The 

true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 

He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who 

believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the 

will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 

only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

Message 
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LBW 42 Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

Of the Father’s love begotten 

Ere the worlds began to be, 

He is Alpha and Omega, 

He the source, the ending he, 

Of the things that are, that have been, 

And that future years shall see, 

Evermore and evermore. 
 

Oh, that birth forever blessed, 

When the virgin, full of grace, 

By the Holy Ghost conceiving, 

Bore the Savior of our race, 

And the babe, the world’s redeemer, 

First revealed his sacred face, 

Evermore and evermore. 
 

This is he whom seers in old time 

Chanted of with one accord, 

Whom the voices of the prophets 

Promised in their faithful word; 

Now he shines, the long-expected; 

Let creation praise its Lord 

Evermore and evermore. 
 

Let the heights of heav’n adore him; 

Angel hosts, his praises sing; 

Pow’rs, dominions, bow before him 

And extol our God and King; 

Let no tongue on earth be silent, 

Ev’ry voice in concert ring 

Evermore and evermore. 
 

Christ, to thee, with God the Father, 

And, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 

Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 

And unwearied praises be; 

Honor, glory, and dominion, 

And eternal victory 

Evermore and evermore! Amen 
©1978 Augsburg Fortress Publishing 
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Lighting The Candles 
 

Closing Prayer 

O God of love and light, on this night of introspection on the nature of divine presence, turn us inward to 

your indwelling Spirit. On this night of reflection on the nature of divine power, turn us outward to the 

needs of this broken, but beautiful world. We pray in the name of Christ. Amen. 
  

LBW 65 Silent Night

Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior is born! 

Christ, the Savior is born! 

Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from your holy face, 
 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
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Blessing 

P: Depart in peace, and take with you the certain knowledge that God is always coming into the world.  

C: We will seek God, not in a long ago stable or ancient manger, but in the people we meet and the 

depths of our own hearts. 

P: May the blessing of Christmas make you a blessing to others; may the peace of the season pervade all 

that you do. 

C: We will welcome the challenge of discipleship. We will offer ourselves as God’s ministers. We 

will go forth in hope, peace, joy, and love. 

P: May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the 

eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace of the Christ Child. 

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen 


