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“He said to them, why are you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?”  St. Luke 2:49 

I greet you in the name of Christ and trust that you are doing well. It’s hard to believe that I am working on the September Vision 
and the Fall Kick-Off is not far away. Let me begin by expressing my appreciation to the Christ UMC family/community. I hope 
everyone has enjoyed their summer, and I am excited to share that, in this wonderful season, Christ UMC has continued to move 
forward! I want to highlight the emphasis on moving forward. I don't want to name any one person or a specific team; I just want 
to celebrate the way our Church has taken on the mission that was before us and our service together! 

As the Christ UMC family/community, let us commit ourselves to God and then to each other. We will never settle for the status 
quo. Even though we may be doing well, there is always another movement or mission that needs our support. There is always 
another soul who is needing to be encouraged and to find the answer they are seeking. And, yes, to always be here in prayer 
and support for others, for we don’t know what each day may bring -- but we are never alone when others are praying to God on 
our behalf.  
We are moving forward and let’s keep these words in mind, “God is not through with us yet!” 

Blessings, 
Pastor Aaron 

Meet Your Neighbor! 
Please put September 17th, 2:00pm to 4:00pm on your calendar! As 
a part of the Fall Kick-Off, we want to make sure that we begin our 
mission for this season by reaching out to our neighbors and inviting 
them to come and have a good time at Christ UMC.  

Picture the Christ UMC campus with a number of folks that only God 
knows! They are having a good time eating hot dogs, chips, and popsi-
cles, listening to some good music and of course, enjoying good con-
versation. The kids are having a good time playing games like croquet 
and playing in a bouncy house.  

Everyone leaves excited and they know the name of the Church on 
Drake street and they know they are welcome.  

If you would like to pass out flyers with this special invitation, 
please join Pastor Aaron and Lou on Saturday, September 10th 
9:30am at the church. You can also take flyers to your friends and 
neighbors, who may not specifically live in the neighborhood, but you 
want them to come with you. It’s going to be an event that folks will be 
talking about afterward, so don’t miss it! 

Planning Session 
Everyone is welcomed to attend our planning session on September 24, 2022 from 8:30am to 11:30am. Christ U.M.C. can 
celebrate the ways in which objectives were fulfilled in 2022 and how they have been followed up by the Church Council, Staff and 
committee representatives. There are many issues in our conference and general church, but Christ U.M.C. is not stagnant, and 
God is calling us to take the next steps together. Our theme is relevant. “Walk By Faith–One Step At A Time”. 
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 As CUMC’s Lay Member to Annual Conference, I 
attended the hybrid virtual/in-person 2022 Annual 
Conference via Zoom.  We all enjoyed singing and 
offering praise with our worship leader, Jorge 
Lockward and participating in Worship services and 
Communion led by Bishop Karen Olivetto.   

 Wilmot Collins discussed “Daring Leadership 
From The Heart”. Collins was born and raised in 
Liberia, West Africa, and has been Mayor of Helena 
MT since 2018. He reminded us that when a person 
asks “Why should I attend church?”, our response 
should be as an ordinary person, not worrying about 
quoting scripture or using big concepts. Just relate 
why being a part of church is important to you. 

 We were introduced to the new UMC branding 
campaign “Belong” for which a new video is 
available on the MSCUMC.org Facebook page and 
website.  We were encouraged to develop more 
Circuit groups, led by either laity of clergy. An 
example might be a small group of people who all 
enjoy fly fishing from several nearby UMC churches. 
Where one church might not have but one 
interested person, several churches together might 
make such a group viable. 

 During the Laity Session, Quiet Disciples were 
recognized, and Gayla Jo Slausen was re-elected to 
an additional four-year term as co-lay leader. 

 Two petitions were voted on. One was to change 
the Flathead Lake Camp’s articles of incorporation 
to reflect the change to being part of the Mountain 
Sky Conference. The second was to extend an 
open invitation to the sixteen provisional candidates 

from the Florida Annual Conference who had 
been denied ordination due to bigotry. This action 
encourages our Board of Ordained Ministry, 
through the safe harbor process, to find paths for 
these and any candidates who have been unjustly 
removed from the processes of ordination and 
ministry in their home conferences. 

 We are encouraged to schedule a “Table for 
All” Sunday. This fund will be discussed with the 
Church Council. 

Other things that happened at the conference 
included: 

· Reading of appointments

· Honoring retirees

· Making nominations for the Episcopal Process

· Hearing a report from the Disaster Response
Team

· Ordination Worship Service

· Memorial Worship Service

· Tug O Love competition (I could not participate
via Zoom)

The 2023 Mountain Sky Conference Annual 
Conference will be held in Colorado Springs, June 
20-24. 

Part 2 of the 2022 Annual Conference will be held 
virtually only on October 21 and 22.  I’ll have more 
to share with you afterwards. 

Laurel L Kubin 

Lay Member to Annual Conference 

Lay Member Annual Conference Report 
Part 1

Please join the SPRC Committee in congratulating Carolyn as she 
retires after 22 years. 

Carolyn has done an amazing job managing the details of our church’s 
finances. From monitoring regular giving and special gifts, to handling 
church payroll and financial aspects of Morning Glory Preschool, paying 
our bills, preparing financial reports and working with the Finance 
Committee and Church Council. She has been proactive in keeping up 
with changes that affect our finances and kept things running smoothly 
for all these years.  

Thank you, Carolyn, and congratulations!  We will miss you. 

-SPRC 

Carolyn receiving retirement gifts and 
cards from the congregation and SPRC 



Church Library 

Here is a review of a book in the Social Action category that may be of interest 
to you: 

NATIVE:  Identity, Belonging, and Rediscovering God 
by Kaitlin B, Curtice 

Native is about identity, soul-searching, and the never-ending journey of finding 
ourselves and finding God. As both a citizen of the Potawatomi Nation and a 
Christian, Kaitlin Curtice offers a unique perspective on these topics. In this 
book, she shows how reconnecting with her Potawatomi identity both informs 
and challenges her faith.  As Curtice shares what it means to experience her 
faith through the lens of her Indigenous heritage, she reveals that a vibrant 
spirituality has its origins in identity, belonging, and a sense of place. 

United Women in Faith have many books in their section of the Library.  Those 
shelves are at the far east end of the Library.  Current books (fiction and non-
fiction) on Social Action, Nurturing for Community, Education for Mission and 
Spiritual Growth give many choices for every reader. You will see the check out 
instructions on one of the shelves.   
Please return books in 3 weeks or less.  Other readers are waiting. 

A Message From Trustees 
The preschool wing is really looking sharp and is worth a visit.  All of the rooms 
have new flooring which matches the hallway.  The kitchen has new appliances 
and a new pantry where the old built-in ovens had been.  The boxes of 
preschool supplies, games, toys previously stored in the coat closet have been 
unpacked, sorted through and returned to their rooms in anticipation of school 
starting in September.   

The grass around the church was looking sad this summer and some of that 
may be due to the well not having enough water.  A break in a water line was 
found and repaired, which has really helped.  Like anything having to do with 
water availability and cost, this much grass is always going to be challenging.  
With the replacement of several sprinkler heads and some much-needed rain, 
the grass is looking much better. 

Trustees is planning some painting work in the east hallway, narthex and the 
trim in the fellowship hall.  Keep an eye out for some nice improvements on 
some very scuffed up areas. 

An unplanned purchase of a new A/C unit in July was needed as the older one 
finally died.  Thanks to all of the people who helped with that quick decision, 
purchase and installation.   

Three people have volunteered to be cross trained on the door locking system 
which previously had only been known by Debbie.  The system is pretty 
sophisticated, and requires a lot of concentration when setting the open and lock 
times.  Thank you to these volunteers.  As technology has become more 
complicated over time, it is very important to have more than one person 
knowledgeable about how things work.  If you ever have a notion that you’d like 
to be a “subject matter expert” on any system, please let me know.  We love to 
cross-train. 

Joyce Lathrop 
Chair of Trustees 

Office Notes 
Office Hours : 
9 am - 5 pm Tuesday - Friday 

Announcements 
1. Our Office hours have

changed: we are now open
Tuesday-Friday 9am to 5pm

2. Debbie has moved to part-
time as of August 1st.
She is currently out for
surgery and when she
returns, her new work hours
will be Wednesday though
Friday 9:00am to 5:00pm.
We wish Debbie all the best
as she takes this step
towards retirement at some
point in the future.

3. We are excited to introduce
and welcome Calista "Callie"
Burtcher to the team as our
new office assistant and
treasurer. Callie began her
position on July 11th. If you
have been in the office
recently we hope you have
met her. Her work hours are
Tuesday through Friday from
9:00am to 2:00pm. Please
feel free to stop by and say
hello.

Sunday Bulletin - If you have 
information you would like on the 
announcement page or for a 
bulletin insert you must request it 
by Noon TUESDAY of the week 
you want it included.  

October Vision Deadline- 
Monday, September 19, 9 a.m. 
Please submit articles written and 
ready for proofing. 

CUMC Contact Information: 
Address: 
301 East Drake Road 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 
Phone: 970-226-2341 
Fax: 970-207-4030  
E-mail: info@cumc-fc.org 
Website: www.cumc-fc.org 
Check us out on Facebook! 
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Learning and Fellowship 
Continues on next page 

Worship in September 
“Give Thanks to the Lord; call upon 
his name; make his deeds known to 
all the people” Psalm 105:1 

September 4, 2022  Holy 
Communion 
Message – “When You Are In Deep 
Trouble”  
Scripture – Genesis 32:22-31 

September 11, 2022 
Message – “ How You Can Get 
Jesus Help” 
Scripture – St. Matthew 15:21-28 

September 18th 2022 
Message – The Peter Principle  
Scripture – St. Matthew 16:13-20 

September 25th 2022 
Message – A Suffering God 
Scripture – Exodus 3:1-15 

Please mark on your calendar the 
following worship celebrations: 

· World Communion Sunday:
October 2, 2022

· Stewardship Sunday October
24 

· Laity Sunday: October 30, 2022

Learning and 
Fellowship 
Are you interested in a Ladies 
Small Group? All women are 
welcome to attend. Here are some 
opportunities this month:  

Friendship Circle will return to its 
regular meeting schedule after 
having had the summer off. Our next 
meeting will be held on Thursday, 
September 1st at 7 p.m. at Laurel 
Kubin's home, who will also be 
conducting the meeting. It is a 
wonderful time to learn more about 
United Women in Faith's impact in  
mission work around the world. It is 
also a great time to share joys, 
concerns, and have general 
fellowship.  

Explorers Circle will meet 
Wednesday, September 14, 
1:30pm, at church,-Room 107.  
Please join us for Fellowship, a 
program and refreshments. Guests 
are welcome! For more information, 
please call or text Linda Glover, 970-
481-1415. 

If you wish to join one of these fine 
groups of ladies, or have any 
questions, please contact Chris 
Coats at chris.coats.59@gmail.com 
or (307) 399-2192. Looking forward 
to seeing you there and hope you 
had a great summer!  

How about a Bible Study this 
month? 

9:30 a.m. Monday Morning Bible 
Study: Methodists are a singing 
people!! With our hymnal, as a most 
worthy reference, we are studying the 
hymns of our heritage…with study, 
prayer, and yes…Singing! We meet 
weekly at the church, in the room 107 
(east wing). 

Seekers Bible study will resume 
meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 6 at 
9:30 a.m. at the church. Please feel 
free to join as the group begins a  
12-week study of  Bob & Carol 
Hunter’s “Loving Justice.” Passages 
from both the Old & New Testaments 
will examine God’s words about 
justice in many facets of life. Study 
books are provided. All women are 
welcome! Questions? Call Carol 
Hopson (817) 228-3452. 

2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7 p.m.  
Starting in September, the Tuesday 
evening Bible Study will be 
continuing the video series, The 
Chosen. This is a series about Jesus' 
life and ministry. It depicts Biblical 
characters in relatable ways and 
offers plausible back-drops for well-
known Biblical stories. Last summer 
we discussed what it means to be 
chosen and this fall we will consider 
what it means to be blessed. Please 
join us September 13th and 27th in 
the Lounge at 7 p.m. and see Jesus 
through the eyes of those who knew 
Him best. Contact Carma at 
Mynacee@aol.com for materials. 

 

Dear CUMC family, 

Val and I would like to thank 
you all so much for all the kind 
thoughts, prayers, cards, calls 
etc. that we have received.  
Your support is so appreciat-
ed. 
We are doing ok and moving 
forward. 
Love, Jerry and Val 

THANKS to everyone who 
stepped up and into our FFH 
rotation in July. CUMC along 
with our support churches pro-
vided 42 volunteers and 239 
hrs of service. This ministry 
would not be possible without 
you. Your dedication and flexi-
bility are indispensable. Please 
remember the families and 
other volunteers in your pray-
ers, and may God bless you.  
Nathalee & Kendra 

From Memorial Committee: 

Funds from the Roger Corliss 
memorial were used to pur-
chase choral music recently.  
Jean Johnson and Kevin Utter 
are grateful to be able to use 
these funds which were desig-
nated for the music program.  
Thanks to the Corliss Family. 

Joyce Lathrop 

Thank you for providing a 
space for our choirs to rehears 
for their 2021-22 season. We 
are extremely grateful that we 
are able to perform this year! 
Thank you for being a part of 
this experience for the youth of 
our community 

With much gratitude 

The CCC Board 



Learning and Fellowship 
Continued 

Weekday Devotions 

Pastor Aaron's weekday devotion recordings and archived ones can be found 
on the church Facebook page and on the church website: http://cumc-fc.org/
worship-devotional. 

Sunday School: 

Adult Sunday School meets every Sunday morning at 8:45am in Rm. 107.  
Join us as we study:  I Corinthians, the Challenges of Life together. Life among 
Christians can be great, but at times it can also be exasperating. 
Disagreements can occur! I Corinthians shows us how Christianity was among 
the Corinthians at that time and Paul's practical advice for overcoming the 
challenges of life together which we can still apply today!  Great discussions 
and learning. Drop-ins always welcome. 

Children’s Ministries: 

Big News from Children and Youth Ministries! 

We are expanding and hiring a Youth Leader. If you 
know someone who is interested in working with our 
youth, please contact Cori Rice at 
childrensministriescumc@gmail.com or apply at    

Children and Youth Sunday School: We had a 
wonderful week at Vacation Bible School in June and had a total of 50 children 
enrolled. Thank you so much to the many volunteers who helped with VBS this 
year!! We could not have done it without you! We are gearing up for Sunday 
School this Fall and have changed our curriculum. Our curriculum is still 
Cokesbury, but it is called Bible-in-Life. Sunday School starts Sunday, 
September 4th. We hope to see you there! Keep a look out for other events we 
will be hosting this year! Thank you for all your endless support for the Children 
and Youth Ministries at CUMC! 

Morning Glory Preschool 

Hello from Morning Glory Preschool! Morning Glory 
Preschool is pleased to announce the start of their 
5th year! There are 35 students registered for Fall 
2022. Molly Rench has been the director and 

teacher since the preschool was founded in 2017. Molly has done a terrific job 
of leading and developing of the preschool. This fall Molly will be able to 
function as Director Only. This will enable her to focus even more on 
administrative needs. There are 35 students registered for Fall 2022. They will 
be using 3 classrooms with 5 teachers.  We are so appreciative of Molly and 
the entire Morning Glory Preschool staff. 
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Quilt Group News 
CUMC Quilt Group will resume 
meeting starting September on 
the 1st and 3rd Mondays of the 
month from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. in 
room 018 downstairs. 

Chancel Choir 
Please consider singing with the 
Chancel Choir this season.  Join 
the choir as we lift our voices in 
song for the worship service. Re-
hearsals are in the sanctuary 
every Wednesday starting Au-
gust 31st at 7 p.m.  and last 
about an hour. 

If you have questions or are in-
terested please contact Jean at 
jeanj@psdschools.org or Kevin 
at kvutter@gmail.com 

Good Timers 
Good Timers is a gathering of 
people who get together at 
someone’s home, a restaurant or 
other meeting spot up to 6 times 
during a period of six months to 
eat, play games or just to visit 
and get to know each other bet-
ter.  

The group is split into sections of 
8-10 individuals and each person 
or couple takes turn hosting the 
event.  

Every six months there is a din-
ner for the complete group and 
new smaller groups are formed. 

I am looking to see how many 
people are interested and if 
someone is interested in being 
the main contact person. I have 
the history of Good Timers and 
will help you get the ball rolling if 
you are.  

If interested, please contact me 
at laglover2016@gmail.com or 
970-635-9696 Thanks-Larry  
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Krautburgers and Craft Show 
You can barely feel the cool brisk air - BUT - do not fret -- FALL is coming! 

The start of school and the shorter days are a sure sign that the end of summer is in sight. You may have also 
seen produce being shared at Fellowship time from those whose harvests have been plentiful. We are thankful 
for God's bounty! 

These all signal a wonderful Fall tradition at CUMC - Krautburgers and Craft Show! Save the Date: Saturday 
Oct 15th!  

We are looking forward to our Krautburger sign-up starting in mid September in the Narthex -  $5 per 
Krautburger.  (Note: we have the list and funds for those of you who placed orders at last year's event that was 
postponed.) 

We will be making Krautburgers in the CUMC kitchen on Friday Oct 14th and Saturday Oct 15th, with pickup of 
your Krautburgers on Saturday Oct 15th. 

Several crafting groups, including our CUMC quilt group, will participate in the Craft show on Saturday Oct 
15th.  Watch for specific times and details in the October newsletter and weekly bulletins. 

Please know that United Women in Faith will donate all profits to local and international mission efforts! Thank 
you for your help and support. Please contact Ann Fenwick, Chris Coats or Laurel Kubin for details. 

1 Kevin Utter 

2 Katherine Peterson 

3 Larry Glover  

7 Jerry Cornetet 

7 Kailey Lesquier 

10 Rick Butler 

11  Greg Crawford 

12  James Christian 

13  Tom Warders 

13 Gene Bosler 

15  Cori Rice 

17 Renee Weisser 

20 Linda Glover 

25 Max Beavers 

25 Bob Peterson 

25 Luisa Silvas 

25 Maxine Smith 

27 Alanna Jones 

28 Marisa Struckhoff 

31 Sandy Beardmore 

2 Suellen Christian 

5 Kathy Beaumont 

9 Dorothy Bondurant 

9 Barb Roths 

11 Violet Marquart 

13 Brooke Schiller 

14 Lauren Cole 

20 Frank Kubin 

21 Jessie Butler 

21 Cameron Utter 

22 Blade Gutsche 

28   Mike Ballantine 

29  Bev Klein 

30  Janet Diller 



Faith Family Hospitality 
Come and enjoy some delicious BBQ food with 
other FFH volunteers in our community at the  
FFH Volunteer Appreciation Event on 
September 11th, 11am - 2pm, at Edora Park.  
Feel free to drop by any time during that time 
period. Please RSVP by 9/7 by contacting 
Nathalee Novy at 970 224-5331. Hope to see you 
there! 

FFH 10th Anniversary Video: In this short video, 
families share what FFH has meant to them. To 
view the video, go to https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=sspgJHkL03k 

World Communion Sunday (10/2): 
This will be our last special UM offering for 2022. 
Donations to this offering support racial and ethnic 
students in achieving their educational goals while 
also transforming communities. Scholarships  
(both graduate and undergraduate) and in-service 
training programs are provided to students from 
both inside and outside of the U.S. 
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Global Missions 
In February 2022, our Global Mission Partner, Ken 
Cruz, retired from his position as Asia CHAD 
Program director.  

He spent 14 years traveling though Cambodia, 
Laos, and Vietnam, training local communities to 
adopt better practices of hygiene, food storage, 
livestock and chicken raising, and sustainable 
agriculture.  

He is especially proud of seeing his CHAD train 
churches respond to the challenges of annual 
floods and COVID lockdowns. While the teams in 
Vietnam and Laos are newer, he is inspired by 
seeing them reach out to their communities and 
spread God’s love.  

Ken will be returning to the Philippines with his 
wife, Jomil, after 30 years of living abroad. He will 
continue as a consultant for CHAD in Laos and 
Vietnam. If you would like to send Ken well wishes, 
please email him at: kennedyocruz@gmail.com.  

While we will miss Ken’s bright and warm 
personality and his knack for tracking down 
anything in the most rural parts of Cambodia, we 
wish Ken and his family the best in their new 
journey.  

Cambodia CHAD Program Advance #:14916A 

MISSION COMMITTEE – The Who, What, and When 
WHO We Are: Barb Roths (Chair), Carole Lee Brown, Robanette Catalano, Joyce Clayton, Diane Krogh,  

Nathalee Novy,  Sue Ptacek 
WHAT We Do: Connect the people of CUMC to Christian mission outreach that addresses basic human needs 

on the local, national, and global level. 
WHEN We Meet: 2nd Wednesday each Month at 2:00 PM 

Do you have a Mission project or fund-raising idea? If so, please attend a Mission Committee meeting to 
present the idea, review calendar availability, and discuss implementation specifics OR contact one of the 

members of the Mission Committee. 



Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there 
is no variation or shadow due to change. James 1:17  

Thank you to those who have pledged and donated to Christ UMC so far this year. God’s generosity is shin-
ing through his people and many have shown their commitment to give back to God what has been given to 
us. 

As you are able, please give some thought to give to CUMC and allow us all to walk by faith, one step at a 
time. 

Callie Burtcher 
Treasurer 
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CUMC MONTHLY OVERVIEW 
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This list is for cancer, chronic illnesses or long term recovery 
from injury or illness, etc. Updates are asked for at least 
quarterly. If no update, the name(s) will be removed. 

FFH Families 
Bob Benoit 
Randy Thuesen 
Maxine Blooding 
Keith Peters 
Ben Dunkin 
Ballou Savage 
Howard Cate 
Rita Heusinkveld 
Nan Beard 
Loel Hoyle 
Caroline Butler  
Scott Bare 
John Ryan 
Robyn 
Sister Eva A.  
Rhonda Covington 
Maxine Smith 

Mary 
Ryan 
Tyler Boyette 
Glenn 
Marsha Bonney 
Tom Cate 
Gerald Rutgers 
Bob Kirk 
Karen Gibbs 
Charley Carroll 
Joy 
Bev Klein 
The People of Ukraine 
Randy Hand 
Meredith Minier 

We Are Currently Praying For: 

This list is for short term surgery, illness, etc. 
These are rotated off after 3 weeks unless 
updated, or praise is offered before the 3 
week period. 

Rob 
Richard Clark 
Robert and Family 
Komsat IL 

Shain 
Jim & Linda Benoit 

Armed Services: 
Specialist Christen Aragon, National Guard, granddaughter 

of Rose Aberle. 

Majors Sarah & Jim McKay, serving in the Army in 
South Korea. 

SSgt Kurtis Campbell, USMC serving in North 
Carolina. 

Lt. Clayton Gubler, military police, serving in Fort Riley. 

Capt. Emily Cathey, in the Navy, serving in San Diego. 

Lt. Col. Sean Hays in the Marine Corps. 

CW2 Daniel Raymond, serving at the Pentagon. 

Matt Nichols, nephew of Laurel & Frank Kubin, in the 
Navy. 

Joseph Withers, in the Air Force in Japan, grandson of 
Violet Marquart and Philip Vadnais 

Brandon Gutsche, in the Navy in Japan, grandson of 
Dwight and Brenda Gutsche. 

United in Prayer 

Congregational Care Team 
The Congregational Care Team could use some 
additional members and invites you to join us.  It is 
a very rewarding experience! 

The goal of the Congregational Care Team (CCT) 
is to reach out to those in our community of faith 
who have special needs and to help make our 
church a friendly, nurturing faith community. 

When the Care Team is made aware of someone 
who needs a little extra encouragement, they do 
their best to be there with cards, phone calls and 
visits.  During the past two months CCT members 
sent 110 cards and emails, made 16 calls and 8 
visits. 

CCT meets on the second Tuesday of each month 
at 11:00 a.m. in the church lounge to update, re-
view and to assure that the known needs of those 
in our community of faith are being met.   for more 
information, please call Linda Glover, 970 635-
9696. 

CUMC Prayer Chain 
The United Women in Faith group is looking for a 
volunteer to fill an upcoming vacancy in CUMC's 
prayer chain group.  

The new member would be added to one of 
two prayer chain lists of participants.  

How it works: those who receive the call for a pray-
er request are responsible to make a single 
call to the next person on the prayer chain list, thus 
passing along the prayer request.  

If you are interested in filling this opening, or for 
more details, please contact Sharon Mann or Chris 
Coats. Thank you and God bless. 



Christ United Methodist Church 
301 E. Drake Road 
Ft. Collins, CO 80525 

 Return Service Requested 
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