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To The Faithful Community Of
Christ UMC!

 PASTOR AARON GRAY
 

I have written in this space before to challenge myself -- and then
to extend the invitation to you. We should never treat the seasons
of the Church year in a way that would have them become
ordinary. If we do, then we might miss the meaning of the
different seasons.  We also run the risk of not hearing that special
word and the meaning that can assist our spiritual journey for the
times in which we live. The author Lavon Baylor, in her worship
resource book, “Gathered By Love," used Psalm 91:9-16 and she
entitled the following reflection, “Whoever Clings To God."

The words are beautiful, and I was struck that in each line, she
clearly shares what is the role and purpose of God. If we were to
take the God language out, then where would we be?

It’s obvious we would be on our own. But what about those
moments when life is hard, and we try to do our best -- and it may
look different for each of us -- but we fail. If we remain close to
God and our lives are characterized by our surrender, then God is
present and God will provide.

Let this Lenten season be a time of discernment and let us allow
God, through the presence of Jesus Christ, to make a difference in
whatever path we may be be on.

God Bless,
Pastor Aaron

                                 “Whoever Clings to God”                         
Bearing us lest we fall.

God will our sense of life enlarge,
Answering when we call.

Whoever clings to God in love,
God will protect and guard.

Seek, then, a refuge from above,
When life is fierce and hard.

Angels will have us in their charge,
Bearing us lest we fall.

God will our sense of life enlarge,
Answering when we call.

In every trouble, God is near,
Granting us strength to cope.
God will deliver us from fear,

Filling our lives with hope.

Let us give thanks for the length of days,
Which God, in love, imparts.

We celebrate God’s saving ways,
Giving our minds and hearts.

Amen.



BIBLE STUDIES THIS MONTH
Monday Bible Study: 
This group is currently studying "Easter from the back side," by
Kalas.  This is a different, creative approach with a new perspective
on the journey of Lent.  Please join this group for study and prayer
at 9:30 a.m. in Room 107. 

Tuesday Evening Bible Study.  
In March the Tuesday evening Bible Study will be starting a new
book: Hope Beyond Your Tears, by Trever Hudson. Built around the
story of Mary Magdalene's encounter with the risen Christ, these
ten studies explore how Christ can transform personal pain and
sadness into channels of love.  Please join us on March 14th and
28th in the Lounge for for interesting discussion and insights. 
 Check the online calendar for exact times. Contact Carma at
mynacee@aol.com for materials.

Seekers Bible Study will continue their lessons focusing on Jesus'
Sermon on the Mount. All are welcome to join us each Tuesday
morning at 9:30 a.m. for "about" an hour as we seek to live Jesus'
words through Lent and beyond. Feel free to contact Carol Hopson
(carolhopson54@yahoo.com) for more information.
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LEARNING AND FELLOWSHIP
Friendship Circle is a wonderful
time to learn more about United
Women in Faith's impact in mission
work around the world. It is also a
great time to share joys, concerns
and have general fellowship. We
would love to have you join this fine
group of ladies.

The Explorers Circle will be
meeting on March 15th in Room
107 at 1:30 p.m. All women in the
church are welcome. Call either
Barb Burford (970-567-0663) or
Carol Theilgaard ( 970-481-1935) if
you have any questions or need
additional information.

WORSHIP
IN MARCH

March 5, 2023: Holy Communion

Scripture- Genesis 12:1-8 | Message – What Faith Can Do

March 12, 2023:

Scripture – Exodus - 17:1-7 | Message – Is God With Us Or Not

March 19, 2023: 

Scripture – I Samuel 16: 1-13 | Message – The Ruler God Wants

March 26, 2023: 

Message Series: In Need of Revival

Scripture --  Ezekiel 37:1-14

 Praise ye the Lord, priase the
name of the Lord"

Psalm 113:1 

mailto:carolhopson54@yahoo.com
mailto:carolhopson54@yahoo.com
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Happy Spring Time from Morning Glory Preschool! 
We're looking forward to sunny spring days and warmer
temperatures so we can get our kids outside more to play. Spring
Break is next week so we're not in session, but after that we've got
so many things coming to keep us busy. Keep an eye out for our
baby item drive at the end of April. All of our items will be donated
to the Poudre School District Teen Parent Program. This will be our
3rd drive benefitting them and they're so grateful for the help we're
able to provide. Thank you for for all your support! 

Molly 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL
CARE TEAM

The goal of the
Congregational Care Team
(CCT) is to reach out to those
in our community of faith who
have special needs and to help
make our church a friendly,
nurturing faith community.

When the Care Team is made
aware of someone who needs
a little extra encouragement,
they do their best to be there
with cards, phone calls and
visits. During the past month
CCT members sent 91 cards
and emails, made 12 calls and
3 visits.

The Congregational Care
Team (CCT) meets on the
second Tuesday of each
month at 11:00 a.m. in the
church lounge to update,
review and to assure that the
known needs of those in our
community of faith are being
met. You are invited to join
the Team!

For more information, please
call Linda Glover at 
970-481-1415.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Adult Sunday School meets every Sunday morning at

8:45am in Rm. 107. Join us as we study: I Corinthians, the
Challenges of Life together. Life among Christians can be

great, but at times it can also be exasperating.
Disagreements can occur! I Corinthians shows us how

Christianity was among the Corinthians at that time and
Paul's practical advice for overcoming the challenges of life
together which we can still apply today! Great discussions

and learning. Drop-ins always welcome.
 



The Trustees remain busy with inspections, repairs, new ideas, and other building-related things.  The
inspections done so far this year have resulted in no major issues. We do know that spring is coming as
the little tiny ants have already come to visit. And their communication skills with their large and
extended families are amazing.  It appears to be 100% related to food left on the floor. Please be aware
of dropped food; crackers and cookies especially are such a draw. 

You may have noticed two new cigarette butt receptacles placed near both the east and west entrance
doors. We don’t encourage smoking anywhere on church property, but cigarette butts have a way of
finding themselves on the sidewalks near the doors. Better to have a solution than to try to catch people
in the act. I found out recently that cigarette butts are a big source of plastic pollution. Signs have been
placed in meeting rooms to let people know about the new receptacles. We believe we’ll see a reduction
of butts found on the ground and in the bushes. 

 We appreciate the donations made to the Building Reserve Fund. It allows us to pay for repairs, planned
upgrades and to keep the building in good shape. There are hundreds of people that pass through our
church on any given week. They come for worship, fellowship time, group support meetings, community
groups, choral singing and more. And they tell us all the time how much Christ United Methodist means
to them and to the community. It is good to be a part of this ministry. 

Joyce Lathrop
Chair of Board of Trustees

NOTE FROM TRUSTEES
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THE UNITED METHODIST COMMITTEE ON
RELIEF 

UNITED METHODIST MEN

I would like to say a big THANK YOU to all of the
people who helped make the Shrove pancake
supper a great success, including Lee and Coleman
Electric. We served 83 people pancakes and took in
$1011 including the donations this allowed us to
give $790 to Buckhorn Camp. This will be enough
to buy enough stain to do two cabins or a truck
load of road base to put on the road coming in.
Also thanks to everyone who came out to support
the pancake supper.
Thanks
Larry Glover, United Methodist Men 
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UMCOR Sunday (March 26):  The United
Methodist Committee On Relief provides
major support for immediate assistance in
the wake of natural disasters and helps
support ongoing ministries of food, shelter,
health, and peace. Donations to this offering
are used to cover the administrative costs of
UMCOR so that 100% of disaster relief
donations can be used for the targeted
disaster. Please look for the special flyer
and/or offering envelope in the bulletin.

SLAMMIN FAMINE

10 FOLKS FROM CUMC PARTICIPATED IN THE
NORTHERN COLORADO “SLAMMIN ’  FAMINE”
EVENT IN FEBRUARY AT THE LARIMER COUNTY
FAIRGROUNDS.  9SLAMMIN ’  FAMINE IS  THE
NORTHERN COLORADO MOBILE-PACK EVENT THAT
HELPS FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN (FMSC),  A
NONPROFIT  HUNGER REL IEF ORGANIZATION,  IN
ACCOMPLISHING THEIR MISSION.  THIS EVENT
PROVIDES THE OPPORTUNITY FOR CHURCHES,
SCHOOLS,BUSINESSES,  FAMIL IES,  AND
INDIVIDUALS TO VOLUNTEER AND PACK
THOUSANDS OF NUTRIT IONALLY COMPLETE MEALS
THAT WILL HELP SAVE THE L IVES OF
MALNOURISHED CHILDREN AROUND THE WORLD.
THE SPECIAL INGREDIENTS ARE PURCHASED WITH
DONATIONS MADE BY GENEROUS VOLUNTEERS
AND PARTNERS.  THIS YEAR NEARLY 58,000 MEALS
WERE PACKAGED! THANKS TO ALL FROM OUR
CHURCH WHO HELPED MAKE THIS A SUCCESSFUL
EFFORT.
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Ann Fenwick

Elinor McMeeking

 

IT'S TIME TO
CELEBRATE
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THOSE BORN IN

MARCH! !

it's your birthday



To Christ United Methodist Church,
Thank you for your donation of $166.67 on 1/25/23!! It's been a very busy fall and early winter for us. 
 The sudden and continuing arrival of hundreds of immigrants on buses from the southern border put
CHAN into overdrive!  The State of Colorado and the City of Denver were overwhelmed and reached out
to the community and to non-profits that serve this population for help.  We were already responding
but we are now connected to the city and other organizations that are helping.  We are still one of the
few organizations in the community that can quickly get families into their own housing and basic
furnishings, housewares, winter clothing, and a full refrigerator.  You and others like you are the reason
we can do that and we truly appreciate your support!

Thanks again and best regards,
Steve Thompson, Treasurer

 

COLORADO

HOSTING ASYLUM

NETWORK

The Colorado Hosting Asylum Network is a 501 (c) (3)
dedicated to supporting Asylum Seekers as they pursue

their application for protection in the United States. 
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Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) update for March:

On February 19 in Sunday worship, the following letter was read to the congregation from our District
Superintendent:

Dear Members of Christ UMC,

You have been hearing about unprecedented work-related stress in every profession, thereby causing
labor shortages.  Unfortunately, the clergy is not immune to stress, burnout, and exhaustion, especially
in the aftermath of the pandemic.  Thus, the conference has been strongly encouraging pastors to take
care of their spiritual, mental, and physical health in order to serve their faith communities effectively.

Your pastor, Aaron Gray, has discerned a need for a time of self-care and has asked for a renewal leave.  
As a result, in consultation with your Staff/Parish Relations Committee, I have granted his request for a
renewal leave for the months of May and June 2023.  Additionally, April will be his last month with you
as your pastor as he has requested not to return to the same appointment.  Consequently, I will be
working with your SPRC, the bishop, and my cabinet colleagues to find your next pastoral leader.  

I trust that you will thank Pastor Gray and Lou for their time of ministry with and among you for the
past several years and send them off with prayers to begin a new chapter in their journey of faith and
life.

Please know that I will be keeping you in my prayers during this time of pastoral transformation.

Shalom – Be Well Always
Tezenlo, Thong, DS

As Reverend Thong mentioned, SPRC will be working closely with him on the appointment of our new
pastor, planning for pastoral coverage during the months of May and June, and a prayerful send-off and
well wishes for Pastor Aaron and Lou.
Chuck Panella, SPRC Chair.
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United Woman in Faith NEWS!
 

Attention all gardeners, planters, gift givers! For Collins nursery cards will be
on sale by UWF beginnning Mar. 26, Apr. 2, 9 then AGAIN on May 7, 14!!!   It's
not too soon to start planning what you want to give others on Easter and
what you plan to plant youself this spring/summer!!!  Orders/payments will be
taken those Sunday mornings only and and cards delivered to you the
following Sunday.  No expiration date on the cards! (UWF receives 20% of the
sale and monies will be used for local mission support!!) Thanks! for your
suppport and happy planting!

The March Calendar for a call to prayer and Self-Denial will be an inserted in
the upcoming weeks' Sunday bulletins.  Please prayerfully consider
participating in this Mission Project for United Women in Faith.  This year's
mission donations will be helping to advance racial justice in the church and
the world for women, youth, and children.  Because We Believe...that racism is
a rejection of the teaching of Jesus Christ.  We encourage all to participle in
reading the calendar and becoming aware of our many blessings compared to
others around the world.  
We are truly blessed.



FFH Volunteers Needed: Our next rotation for this
year is 4/2 – 4/9. Please watch for your e-mail
invite in early March and use SignUpGenius to get
first choice of available slots. Please prayerfully
consider volunteering. New volunteers are always
welcome so encourage a friend to join you. If you
have questions about the upcoming rotation or
need help with the electronic sign up, please feel
free to contact Nathalee Novy at 224-5331.

FAITH
FAMILY
HOSPITALITY 

ATTENTION ALL GARDENERS,  PLANTERS,  GIFT
GIVERS!  FOR COLLINS NURSERY CARDS WILL BE ON
SALE  BY UWF BEGINNNING MAR.  26,  APR.  2 ,  9  THEN
AGAIN ON MAY 7,  14!! !    IT 'S  NOT TOO SOON TO
START PLANNING WHAT YOU WANT TO GIVE OTHERS
ON EASTER AND WHAT YOU PLAN TO PLANT
YOUSELF THIS SPRING/SUMMER!!!  
 ORDERS/PAYMENTS WILL BE TAKEN THOSE SUNDAY
MORNINGS ONLY AND AND CARDS DELIVERED TO
YOU THE FOLLOWING SUNDAY.   NO EXPIRATION
DATE ON THE CARDS! (UWF RECEIVES 20% OF THE
SALE AND MONIES WILL BE USED FOR LOCAL
MISSION SUPPORT!!)  THANKS!  FOR YOUR SUPPPORT
AND HAPPY PLANTING!
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Christ United Methodist Church
301 E. Drake Road
Ft. Collins, CO 80525

Return Service Requested

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday 10 am -2pm 
Phone: 970-226-2341
Fax: 970-207-4030 
E-mail: info@cumc-fc.org

Want your article featured next month? Submit your proofed
work to info@cumc-fc.org, or drop by during office hours.

Articles are due the third Monday of every month.


