July/August 2018
volume 21 • number 8

A publication of Christ United Methodist Church of Fort Collins
Thank you from the Monday
Quilt Group for all who made
bags for Rev. Nancy to take to
Annual Conference for UMCOR.
She took: 58 book bags, 6 crocheted grocery bags, and 7
denim food bags.
We at Centennial Children’s
Chorus would like to thank you,
once again, for allowing our Cantare and Sala Voce choirs to use
your facilities for their rehearsals
during our 2017-2018 season, as
well as our Primo Coro choir.
Thanks to your generosity we
were able to share beautiful music with many people this year.
Thank you! CCC Board
For many years, since their inception with Peggy Rosenkranz
as founder, we have partnered
with Centennial Children’s Chorus providing them with rehearsal
space. Last year we were finally
able to provide them with desperately needed music storage
space. At their spring Kids on
Broadway performance, they recognized Christ United Methodist
Church and Fort Fund, City of
Fort Collins as their Patrons of
the Year. We were presented
with a very nice plaque and it is
hanging on the wall by the
church office.
Thank you very much for your
generous donation that we received in support of Fort Collins
Habitat for Humanity and the
2018 Thrivent Stone Soup home

Years ago, a parishioner asked me “what is your
favorite church season; Christmas, Easter?”
I answered, “Ordinary time.”
He said, “What? You mean after Pentecost
and before Advent? Why?”
I replied “Because it is ordinary, routine, familiar; the scriptures are about Jesus teaching
about everyday life. There are themes from
the Epistles that don’t have to be tied to specific celebrations like Christmas and Easter. I
feel like I can address issues in sermons that
are particular to our congregation.”
Ordinary time began the Sunday after Pentecost
until the first Sunday of Advent. Generally, I follow the Revised Common Lectionary which is an ordered system of selected readings from the Bible. Over a threeyear period, by following the Lectionary, we will have read from all the major parts
of the scripture.
The Gospel readings for this year are from Mark. In July, our worship will be centered around the following passages, along with sermon titles:
July 1, 2018
Mark 4:35-41
“Powerful Words”
July 8, 2018
Mark 5:21-43
“Twelve Years”
July 15, 2018 Mark 6:1-13
“Astonished, Offended, Disbelieved”
July 22, 2018 Mark 6:14-29
“Thinking About Jesus”
July 29,2018
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 “Wherever He Went”
The Epistle readings for this year include Ephesians. In August, our worship will
be centered around the theme of love with following passages and sermon titles:
August 5, 2018
Ephesians 4:1-16
“Build One Another Up in Love”
August 12, 2018 Ephesians 4:25-5:2 “Live in Love”
August 19, 2018 Ephesians 5:15-20
“Give Thanks in Love”
August 26, 2018 Ephesians 6:10-20
“Move in Love”
Ordinary time does not have to be boring, in fact, I’m going with the assumption
that we will learn or experience something extraordinary in the next two months.
Come to worship so you don’t miss that “something extraordinary!”
Grace & Peace,
Rev. Nancy

Continued on page 2
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Church Women’s Communiqué
Continued from page 1
for Munawar and Rebecca’s
family. (Rebecca is our parttime Preschool assistant.) We
would love for you to stay connected with this build and Munawar and Rebecca’s family whose
home started construction in
spring 2018 at Harmony Cottages
(corner of Harmony and Taft).
You can stay up to date with pictures, construction updates and
ways to volunteer alongside the
family by:
1. going to facebook.com/
fortcollinshabitat.org
2. Signing up to receive our
e-newsletter by going to fortcollinshabitat.org
3 signing up to volunteer at fortcollinshabitat.org/Volunteer/.
4. Getting and staying in touch
with our Faith and Global Engagement Manager, Erika Nossokoff, at 970-488-2606
A Note of Thanks! Individual
notes from The Blend Chorus:
1. Thank you!
2. The Blend Chorus really appreciated the opportunity to use
classroom spaces for small group
rehearsals. We also look forward
to singing in one of the summer
Sunday services.
3. Thank you. We really enjoyed
doing it.
4. Thank you so much for the
generous use of your beautiful
church!
5. Thank you so much!
The Church Directories have
arrived! If your picture appears in
the directory, you may pick
up your copy (one per family) in
the narthex on Sunday, July 8,
or during the week from the office.
Each household who had a picture included in the directory will
have a copy with a name
label on it.

The study explores the connection
between our faith and our money.
The course helps participants examine what belongs to God, how
our faith connects to our finances
and how we can plan for the future
as people of faith in this time of income inequality.

Register for Mission u Now
Mission u is an opportunity for worship, fellowship, and study of the
global mission of the Church and the
responsibility of Christians within it.
This years’ Mission u is nearby at First
United Methodist Church in Fort
Collins on July 13 and 14. You can
register for one or both days, choosing
the study(s) you wish to take.
The studies are:
Spiritual Growth Study: Embracing
Wholeness: An Earth Perspective
on Covenantal Living. This study
explores the ways God has called
us to live in covenantal relationship
with all of creation and challenges
participants to work toward stronger
and healthier relationships with
creation, their communities, themselves and God.
Social Issue Study: What About
Our Money? A Faith Response.

Missionary Conferences of the
United Methodist Church: Learn
about some of the missions of the
church and the countries in which
they occur. (Saturday, July 14
only)
To register for Mission u, go to https://
www.rmcumc.org/mission_u The
schedule is 8:00 – 5:30 each day. You
will complete one study per day. Register early and order the book for the
study(s) you choose so that you have
time to read (or scan) the book prior to
Mission u. Dinner and an ice cream
social are also planned for Friday evening for those who wish to participate.

Mark Your Calendars
Spoudazo, a youth music and drama
ministry of First Lutheran Church,
Fremont, Nebraska will be performing its 2018 presentation entitled
Unfinished at Christ United Methodist
Church on Friday, July 20 at 7 p.m.

not forgotten about us. And, we are
definitely not doing life all wrong.
God is simply not done with us yet.
We are just… UNFINISHED. Songs
will be interspersed with skits and
narration.

Have you ever felt like you just didn’t
understand the direction God was
pointing your life? Have you ever
questioned the things in your life that
are completely out of your control?
Join Spoudazo as we wrestle with
these questions, and hear music
made popular by current contemporary Christian artists such as
Mandisa, For King and Country,
Sidewalk Prophets, Matthew West,
and Francesca Batistelli.

A free will offering will be taken as a
part of our presentation, with one half
of the offering going to Food Bank for
Larimer County. The other one half
of the offering will go to support the
ministry of Spoudazo.

Join us as we discover that it is expected that we will not always understand life’s hurdles, and that God has

Elizabeth Roths has graduated from
University of Colorado Denver. Her
degree is BA in Art History. We
celebrate her achievement.
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Bible Studies
There will be an FFH Volunteer
Training at CUMC on Sunday, July
8 from 12 - 1:30pm. The training will
be given by the Executive Program
Director and will include an overview
of the ministry, the general guidelines,
and the policies. All volunteers,
whether new or experienced, are encouraged to attend.
FFH Volunteers Needed: Our next
rotation for this year is August 5 –
12. Watch for your e-mail invite in
early July and use SignUpGenius to
get first choice of available slots. We
are always happy to see new faces
and this is an opportunity to help
those in need in our community. If
you have questions or need help with
the electronic sign up, please contact
Nathalee Novy.
FFH News: Come visit Sherwood
House!! After two years, Faith Family
Hospitality is in the final stages of the
development process and is ready to
show you the property and share their
excitement. Every Tuesday from 2
to 4 pm, they will be hosting tours of
the property at 321 S. Sherwood and
sharing their vision for the future.
Construction is expected to begin this
summer and the plan is to house
seven more families in the fall.

Mondays, 6:30 a.m.
We continue studying the Apostle
John’s Letters (1 John to be followed
by 2nd and 3rd John). At the time the
Letters were written, John was the
only living apostle, advanced in
years, but still actively ministering to
churches. You are welcome to join us
in the Library for fellowship, prayer,
and study.
2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7 p.m.
The Tuesday evening Bible Study is
continuing its study of 1 Corinthians.
One of Paul’s longest and bestknown letters, it contains instructions
to a young church troubled by immaturity, instability, divisions, jealousy
and envy, lawsuits, marital difficulties,
sexual immorality and misuse of spiritual gifts—rather like ours today.
Come join us on July 10th and 24th
and August 14th and 28th as we continue to learn these timeless lessons.
Seekers Bible Study
Starting September 12, Seekers
group will meet every Tuesday morning, 9:30 to about 10:45 at the
church. There are light refreshments
followed by the study. We welcome
new members. If you have questions
or would like more information,
please contact Dorothy Bondurant.

From the Office

Help Wanted:

Mark your calendars for the Fall KickOff following worship on Sunday, September 9. Watch for more information
next month.

Church Custodian and Light
Building Maintenance: Christ
United Methodist Church is seeking
2 part time church custodians or 1
full time (35 hrs per week). Qualifications include ability to lift 40
pounds, ability to communicate with
staff and public, time management
skills, good organizational skills,
attitude of hospitality that reflects
the ministry values of the church to
staff and public, minimum 1 year
custodian experience. Please email
resume to: jobs@cumc-fc.org by
July 8.

Have you been to the church facebook
page? If you are on facebook, like us,
follow us, and make comments. It’s a
good way for your Facebook friends
and their friends to learn a little bit
about us.
We also have a website, http://cumcfc.org/. Some items of interest are the
church calendar, events, photos, construction/remodel updates, and links to
United Methodist resources, etc.

Congregational
Care Team
The Congregational Care Team
could use some additional members and invites you to join us. It
is a very rewarding experience!
The goal of the Congregational
Care Team (CCT) is to reach out
to those in our community of faith
who have special needs and to
help make our church a friendly,
nurturing faith community.
When the Care Team is made
aware of someone who needs a
little extra encouragement, they
do their best to be there with
cards, phone calls and visits.
During the past two months CCT
members sent 129 cards, made 4
phone calls and 13 visits.
CCT meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 11:15 a.m.
to update, review and to assure
that the known needs of those in
our community of faith are being
met.
For more information, please call
Linda Glover.

Office Notes
Sunday Bulletin - If you have
information you would like on the
announcement page or for a bulletin insert you must request it by
Noon TUESDAY of the week you
want it included.
September Vision DeadlineMonday, August 20, 9 a.m.
Please submit articles written and
ready for proofing.
CUMC Contact Information:
Address:
301 East Drake Road
Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-226-2341
Fax: 970-207-4030
E-mail: info@cumc-fc.org
Website: www.cumc-fc.org
Check us out on Facebook!
www.cumc-fc.org
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Annual Conference Was Historical
The 2018 Rocky Mountain Annual Conference of the
United Methodist Church was full of new developments.
Not only the Rocky Mountain Conference churches
were involved; the churches of the Yellowstone Conference were also part of this joint conference held in
Ogden, UT in early June. Many of us became acquainted as we travelled by charter buses to and from
Ogden. We acknowledged our commonalities as we
worshipped, celebrated, and conducted business together.
The big issue during the business session was the consideration of whether or not the two Conferences
should become one Conference. This issue has been
studied and discussed for years. At long last, the lay
members and clergy had the opportunity to perfect the
plan of union and to vote. Each Conference voted
separately on every amendment to the plan of union
and to the final vote. Both had to be in agreement, and
in agreement we were. Moving forward, we are now the
Mountain Sky Conference of the United Methodist
Church. This Conference includes all of Colorado,
Wyoming, Utah, Montana and a little sliver of Idaho.

insightful, inspirational, and enjoyable experience.
Spending half a day making 2866 hygiene kits for
UMCOR; singing many songs of praise; worshipping
with other United Methodist members from four states;
celebrating at a “tent revival” with historical texts from
John Wesley (by his representative, Bishop Oliveto);
eating a Tongan meal while watching Tongan dancers
and singers; cheering on the Tug of Love teams; being
awestruck by the music, spirit and mastery of the youth
in the Wesley Bell Choir (largest in the world); seeing
the video of the 1968 conference where the Evangelical
United Brethren and the Methodist churches united to
become the United Methodist Church; hearing from one
of the members of The Way Forward Commission about
their work and recommendations; and observing the
ordination of new Deacons and Elders - - well, it was all
an amazing experience. Again, thank you for the opportunity to serve as your Lay Leader.
Laurel Kubin

I appreciate the opportunity to serve as your Lay
Leader to Annual Conference. It was an educational,

Hygiene Kit Donations
CUMC members are incredibly generous! When the
United Methodist Women requested items for the UMCOR Hygiene Kits, the items came pouring in. So far
this year, the following items have been taken to the
Johnstown UMC which is a collection point for UMCOR.
114 bars of soap
38 nail clippers
282 bandaids
85 toothbrushes
39 zippered plastic bags
32 combs
23 washcloths
41 hand towels
10 tubes of toothpaste
$106 to purchase toothpaste

These kits are so important to people who experience
natural disasters throughout the country. Imagine having to leave your home in a rush. The last thing you’re
going to think about taking with you is your toothbrush!
But, UMCOR knows how important these items are in
those situations and it’s one of the very first organizations to respond to such disasters. UMCOR ROCKS!
We continue to collect the hygiene kit items as an ongoing project. A detailed list of items can be found on
the bulletin board in the east wing, north side. Several
copies are posted so help yourself to one. There is a
container in the narthex along the west wall, under the
windows for your donated items. Many thanks to all
who have contributed thus far.

This list includes the items in the completed kits that
were donated.

www.cumc-fc.org
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Trustee Report

Morning Glory Preschool

Reverend Nancy, Debbie Eiten (church administrative
assistant), and Trustees, Gary Turner and Steve Merriam had our initial Phase 3 meeting with Associates in
Building + Design concerning the timetable for the new
flooring in the sanctuary. The Phase 3 contract is currently being prepared by ABD. The tentative schedule is
to have Phase 3 completed during the month of August.
The new pew cushions have been ordered and expected delivery is mid-late August.

Morning Glory Preschool is looking forward to the start
of its second school year. The preschool is so blessed
with the generosity of the congregation and we're constantly asked what we can use or need. We've decided
to post our wish list on a display in the Narthex in July.
Anyone who's able can pick an item from the display.

Do you have any interest in a current pew cushion?
Please contact Debbie or Steve Merriam before August
1 if you would like a current pew cushion for your home.
The remaining pew cushions will be picked up by our
pew cushion supplier to be recycled.
In February, a representative from Church Mutual Insurance, gave a security and emergency preparedness
presentation to the Trustees and Debbie. The immediate
concern was our lack of building security with the narthex doors. Currently, the narthex doors are unlocked
with a key. Keys are issued and recorded by Debbie.
Concerns are:









The narthex doors are unlocked many hours of
the day and evening.
Keys are not supposed to be duplicated.
Keys get lost.
The group leader(s) using our facility have turnover
in leadership.
The other exterior doors (2 on the east wing, 1 west
wing and 2 on south end of Fellowship Hall) are
usually locked however someone often has a door
blocked open.
Due to the age and settling of our building, doors
don’t always fully close.
These factors cause concern on security of our
facility.

Make a donation by placing cash or check in an envelope with the wish list tag. Return the envelope to the
church office or in the offering plate. The items will then
be purchased by Molly on Amazon in partnership with
CUMC's new Amazon Smiles fundraising system. (See
next article in this issue of the Vision).
You can also look at our wish list on Amazon by searching Molly Rench in the list area under Your Friends on
the smile.amazon.com site. Keep an eye out for our
wishes!

Earn Donations for CUMC
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with
the same products, prices, and shopping features as
Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on
AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate
0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the
charitable organization of your choice.
On your first visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com),
you are prompted to select a charitable organization
from the list of eligible organizations. If you wish to select Christ United Methodist Church Fort Collins, it is
important to enter our full name and city. After registering, in order for the church to earn the 0.5%, be sure to
log on to https://smile.amazon.com/ when you shop.

CMT gave their approval at their May meeting for the
trustees to pursue a security recommendation to CMT.
We contacted 3 security firms for estimates for a keyless
security access system for the narthex doors We are
also looking at an option for sensors on the exterior
doors at the south end of Fellowship Hall and the SE
door on the east wing to indicate to the office if those
doors are open.
Three trustees and Debbie have recently met with 2
of the security companies. The security companies
are updating their cost estimates after their discussion
with Debbie and trustees. The installation of the Paxton
security system for the preschool allows us to utilize
the same system for the narthex doors and that lowers
the cost estimate for the access system for the narthex
doors.
www.cumc-fc.org
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Calling all
Good Timers!

Who are the “Good Timers”? Adult couples and singles
who get together in small groups to have fun and get to know
each other better. These small groups meet several times
during a six-month period.
The semi-annual potluck get-together will be Friday, August 24, 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.

Current members and anyone who would like to join this
group, please let us know by Sunday, August 12, if you
will be continuing with or joining Good Timers. Your names will then be included on the list for the small
groups. Also, at this time, let us know if you will be attending the potluck. Current members, please let others
know how much you enjoy this group and invite them to join us.
Potluck: Fried chicken and beverages will be provided. Please bring your own table service, a dish of
your choosing—veggie, salad, or dessert to share. After fellowship time, there will be an opportunity to
meet with your new group.
Larry and Linda Glover

Kevin and Valerie Utter

www.cumc-fc.org
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