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Let me begin by wishing everyone a Happy and Blessed New Year! I also want to 
thank the Christ UMC family for your broad love and support over the past six 
months. With pastoral transitions coming at mid-year, the Church and the incoming 
pastor are not given a break from planning for the fall or completing all the forms 
that the Conference would desire. We have to be patient with each other as we 
learn our different approaches to worship celebrations and this includes every Sun-
day. And all of this in the midst of trying to get to know each other! In this moment 
of appreciation, I want to express my gratitude to my family and to this dynamic 
staff, whom I have the pleasure of working with in this beautiful church building. 

But time moves on, and I have to confess that I have made my share of New Year's 
resolutions in the past. I will not bore you with them, or even more -- make you 
laugh. Let’s just say I would look very different and would have many more material 
things -- which I don't need anyway. I have come to believe there is a difference 
between a resolution and living with more resolve. I was led to think about the he-
roes of faith as recorded in Hebrews 11. When you read their names, and also their 
achievements shared in a few victorious words, you can’t help but be amazed at 
everything they accomplished. We may not realize it completely -- but in their ac-
tions, matched by their obedience, we know the gift of Jesus Christ. 

The heroes of faith were amazing -- and yet we should not overlook the fact that 
they were human beings much like you and me. They had their own moments of 
disappointment and doubt. They openly questioned God about what next steps 
would look like, and at times, fearful of the immediate future that was before them. 
One of my favorite persons, in the long list, is Moses. He was certainly an unlikely 
candidate for all that he would do, and even more the person he would become at 
such a critical time.  

When Moses met God he had run away from home. When God gave him the as-
signment that he would be the one to lead God’s people out of Egypt into the prom-
ised land, Moses had all kinds of reservations. He was quick to acknowledge that 
he was a poor speaker. But, perhaps most of all, he had encountered Pharaoh be-
fore without much luck. Through it all, Moses followed the plan of God and the rest 
is a living history as it is recorded in Hebrews 11. Can we see in these persons 
their great resolve that would help them overcome all that may have been happen-
ing on the inside of them, to really live out what was God’s plan for their life? And 
when they came to this point -- they truly were living by faith! 

We can see ourselves more clearly -- not by living on our own -- but assured that 
God is with us and desires to lead us in the right way and through the right path. 
The following words are much stronger than any possible resolution we can make: 
“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” 
Hebrews 11:1. 

See You In Church! 
Pastor Aaron  

Many thanks to all of you who 
purchased gifts and attended the 
Christmas party for the Angel 
Tree ministry. We served 17 chil-
dren from 12 families and in so 
doing helped to maintain and/or 
restore their relationship with 
their incarcerated parent. 
Nathalee Novy, Angel Tree  
Coordinator 

THANK YOU SO MUCH to all 
those that volunteered during our 
December FFH rotation!!  We 
provided these families with a 
place to rest and to enjoy their 
Christmas Day. Your gifts of time 
and presence during the busy 
Christmas week were greatly 
appreciated.  

WOW - 401 pounds! That is the 
weight of the food donated to the 
Food Bank for Larimer County 
last month. Thanks to everyone 
who participated in the food 
drive. Participants included our 
members, Sunday School, Morn-
ing Glory Preschool, and com-
munity friends. Check out the 
picture of the donations posted 
on our Facebook page. 

Dear Pastor Aaron, Lou, Deb-
bie, and all of Christ Church, 
Heartfelt thanks for my member-
ship at Christ United Methodist 
Church. You have all brought me 
peace and joy through the Grace 
of Jesus Christ. How sad I am to 
be ending my  membership. I am  
moving. God Bless You All, Love 
In Christ, Mary Ritchie 

Continued on page 2 
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All are welcome to attend QuarterMa-
nia, Saturday, Jan. 11, in support of 
CUMC’s Alms Fund. The Fellowship 
Hall doors open at 6 p.m. and the auc-
tion starts at 7 p.m. It is $5 to buy 1 
paddle at the door or $10 to buy 3 
paddles. Each person must purchase 
their own paddle(s). You use the pad-
dles and quarters to bid on items. So 
bring a couple of rolls or more of quar-
ters. Arrive early to preview the 50+ 
auction items and meet the vendors.  

Take a moment to invite friends and 
family to this fundraiser. Let’s create 
lots of excitement and anticipation for 
this event. It’s possible with every-
one’s support to raise $2,000 - 
$4,000!  

Sponsor a table for only $70 (the cost 
of the paddles). Invite 6 friends, have 
them each bring 2 rolls or more of 
quarters and you provide the paddles 
for each of them. OR have them buy 
their own paddles. Reserve a full table 
or seats at a table by calling Debbie in 
the church office.  

How does it work??? For a few quar-
ters, you can win items valued at $25-
100! Jane really wanted this beautiful 
new necklace. Its retail value was $50 
and it required 2 quarters to bid. Jane 
had two paddles, numbers 6 & 104, 
and since she REALLY wanted the 
necklace she put four quarters in the 
bowl (two quarters per paddle) and 
raised both. The announcer called her 
first number, “2.” Joe had 2. He didn’t 
bid on the necklace so he hollered 
out, “No bid.” The announcer called 
the next number, “104.” “Right here!” 
yelled Jane. So, for a $50 item, Jane 
won it for mere quarters!  

If you have questions or if you haven’t 
been to a quarter auction, contact 
Debbie in the church office for details. 

Friendship Circle's first meeting of 
2020 will be held on Thursday, Janu-
ary 2nd at 7:00pm. Dorothy Bondurant 
is hosting and will be conducting the 
program - the program will be the 
pledge service. It is a wonderful time 
to get together and share our joys, 
concerns and general fellow-
ship. There will be a tasty light re-
freshment afterwards. We would love 
to have new members come! If you 
need directions to Dorothy's house, 
please contact Judy Cole  

Explorers Circle meets Wednesday, 
January 8

th
, 1:30 at the Church in 

room 107. Come join us for fellowship, 
a program, and refreshments. For 
more information, please call Linda 
Glover. 

Outreach Social Group meets the 
first Tuesday of the month at 1:00. 
If you’re wanting an afternoon of fun & 
fellowship, come and join us. Contact 
Gen Maul if you are interested in find-
ing out more about this group. 

 

January 5: All invited at 10am for re-
moval of the Greens. 

January 11: QuarterMania raising 
money for the Alms Fund. Open to all 
men and women. 

January 12: UMW Sunday, 9:30am 

February 2: CUMC Visioning, after 
worship. 

February 14: Good Timers, 6pm. 
Sign up in advance. 

Feb. 25: UM Men’s Mardi Gras, 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 

Feb. 26: Ash Wednesday Service, 
6:30pm 

April 8: Maundy Thursday Service, 
6:30pm 

May 5-15: General Conference, Min-
neapolis, MN. 

June 18-21:  Mountain Sky Confer-
ence, Gillette, WY 

 

 

Thank You 
Continued from page 1 

Thank you for your prayers for 
my husband Ken as he was go-
ing through chemo and antibody 
treatments last year for lympho-
ma. We are thankful that as of 
Dec. 31, he has completed his 
chemo treatments! Ken will con-
tinue to have maintenance anti-
body treatments every other 
month for 2 years. Thank you 
too for the many kindnesses and 
love shown to me throughout the 
year. The gifts, words of encour-
agement, your prayers. All is 
appreciated more than you 
know. Debbie Eiten, CUMC  
Administrative Assistant 

From Healing Warriors Pro-
gram: Dear Christ United Meth-
odist Church Congregation, we 
wanted to personally thank you 
for your donation of quilts and 
afghans. Our veterans appreci-
ate your thoughtfulness so very 
much and we cannot thank you 
enough for your generosity. We 
are so grateful for your support 
of our service members. In  
deepest gratitude, Ashley Smith 
HWD Volunteer 

A sampling of Christmas Mes-
sages from the community:  
Thank you so very much for all 
the support you give to this com-
munity. 
I truly appreciate all the church 
does for us. 
To wish you a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year! A gift of 
2 Poinsettias from the Boy 
Scouts Troop 90 

From the daughters of Rev. 
Karen Lowe: 
Thanks so much for all the love 
and prayers. We have set her 
Celebration of Life service for 
February 1st at 2:00pm at 
CUMC. 
 

 

Fun For All 

Dates at a Glance 
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The Congregational Care Team 
could use some additional mem-
bers and invites you to join us. It 
is a very rewarding experience! 

The goal of the Congregational 
Care Team (CCT) is to reach out 
to those in our community of faith 
who have special needs and to 
help make our church a friendly, 
nurturing faith community. 

When the Care Team is made 
aware of someone who needs a 
little extra encouragement, they  
do their best to be there with 
cards, phone calls and visits. 
During the past month CCT mem-
bers sent 93 cards and made 5 
calls and 13 visits. 

CCT meets on the second Tues-
day of each month at 11:15 a.m. 
to update, review and to assure 
that the known needs of those in 
our community of faith are being 
met. 

For more information, please call 
Linda Glover. 
 

Sunday Bulletin - If you have 
information you would like on the 
announcement page or for a bul-
letin insert you must request it by 
Noon TUESDAY of the week you 
want it included.  

February Vision Deadline- Mon-
day, January 20, 9 a.m. (One 
week later than usual.) Please 
submit articles written and ready 
for proofing. 

CUMC Contact Information:  
Address: 
301 East Drake Road 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 

Phone: 970-226-2341 
Fax: 970-207-4030  

E-mail: info@cumc-fc.org 

Website: www.cumc-fc.org 
Check us out on Facebook! 

Congregational 
Care Team 

Office Notes 

Mondays, 9:30 a.m. 
We are studying the book of Proverbs; 
it is a collection of general principles or 
guidelines for living in God’s will.  They 
are as relevant today as in 700 BC.  
The wisdom is timeless. Drop in any 
Monday morning (room 105) and join 
us for prayer and discussion study. 

2
nd

 & 4
th 

Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 
The Tuesday evening Bible Study will 
be continuing their study of the apostle 
Peter. Peter was a follower like us; he 
wanted to be like Jesus, but he strug-
gled with doubts, and at times, he 
failed. At other times he was used pow-
erfully by God. Come join us on Janu-
ary 14

th
 and 28

th
 at 7pm, as we learn to 

follow like this oh-so-human saint. We 
meet in the Lounge (room 104).  

Seekers Bible Study 
We meet every Tuesday morning from 
9:30 to 11 a.m. in room 107. Light re-
freshments are served followed by the 
Bible study. Questions? Feel free to 
contact Dorothy Bondurant or Carol 
Hopson. Seek and you will find! 

Bible Study with Pastor Aaron meets 
on Sunday’s at 11:15 in the library. We 
continue with our study, Christmas In 
The Four Gospel Homes. We have 
learned many new things of how the 
gospel writers had their own perspec-
tive and yet still arriving at the place 
where Christ the Savior is born. We 
have also been able to share our sto-
ries and our impressions of the present 
time as well as the future. Our book is 
$10, but please don’t let that be a hin-
drance. Please contact Pastor Aaron if 
your would like more information.     

 

Helping Hands Volunteer Sheets are 
in the office if you need a copy. Re-
member that assistance from your 
church friends is available. Reach out 
to those on the list if you need help! 
Call: For rides to church/activities, sim-
ple home repair, correspondence, run 
errands, companionship, help during 
illness, checkbook balancing, and many 
other types of assistance. 

UMM Pancake Supper 

We need some help with the UMM 
Pancake Supper on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 25. Anyone who would like to help 
out in some way who has not signed 
up, please contact Larry Glover. 
Thanks.  

Our next meeting will be January 23, 
at 7pm. All men are invited to join us 
for a program and dessert. 

 

 

Observations made from the church 
office over the last several weeks: 
 

• They had a pajama day—even 
the teachers—and heard the sto-
ry, “The Polar Express.” 

• Cold and flu season hasn’t hit the 
classrooms too hard.  

• Santa and Mrs. Claus caused 
quite the commotion and excite-
ment just before break.  

• They have new coat hooks, to 
supplement the other hooks used 
for backpacks. (Thanks Trustees!) 

• Extra indoor time with all the snow 
we had—the snow was just too 
deep for a while.  

• They contributed to our food drive 
and learned about helping others. 

• Swimmy the gold fish died Jan. 7 
and buried Jan. 8. 

• They all seem to be glad to be 
back after the Christmas break. 

 
If you know someone who might be 
looking for a preschool program—
ours is the BEST! Be sure to refer 
them to Miss Molly.  
 
Website: morningglory-
preschoolfc.org 
Visit them on Facebook!  

 
 

Bible Studies Warren William United 
Methodist Men 

Helping Hands 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristUnitedMethodistChurchFortCollins?ref=hlU:/Administration
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Article submitted December 16, 2019:   
The global United Methodist Church is in the midst of changes and challenges. Here at the local church level, it’s a 
challenge to keep up with the potential changes that may occur. There are several scenarios being discussed, and 
several from CUMC participated in the listening session that was held in Greeley in late November. These scenarios 
were stated as “If, Then… Situations” and we in the listening sessions were asked to discuss the course of action(s) 
that would best allow us and our congregations to live into God’s good future. There were more than 30 of these lis-
tening sessions being held throughout the Mountain Sky Conference. The Pathways Team that was developed from a 
vote at the 2019 Annual Conference in Billings is taking all of the information obtained from these listening sessions 
into consideration as they develop options for moving forward.  

The Pathways team is a mixture of clergy and laity with representatives of geographical, racial and ethnic diversity 
from across the Mountain Sky Conference. They will develop options for moving forward, including but not limited to 
partnering with other like-minded bodies, developing legislation for General Conference 2020, and separation from 
The United Methodist Church due to its embrace of the traditional Plan which goes into effect on January 1, 2020.   

If you want to stay engaged to learn about potential options, I suggest you connect with the following links: 

• To follow General Conference (GC) News and Resources provided by Mountain Sky Conference:  
www.mtnskyumc.org/general-conference  This contains links to proposed plans for GC2020. 

• To subscribe to weekly Mountain Sky Conference Newsletters:  www.mtnskyumc.org/subscribe   

• To connect with the Pathways Team:   www.mtnskyumc.org/PathwaysTeamcontact    

• To connect with our General Conference and Jurisdictional Conference delegates:  www.mtnskymc.org/
GCdelegatescontact   

At this moment, there are definitely many more questions than answers. Please pray for our denomination and the  
delegates. And, please, let me hear your concerns and desires regarding our local  church and the United Methodist 
denomination. 
 

In Christ’s Love, 
Laurel Kubin, Lay Leader 

Staying Informed   

Visioning 2020 and Beyond 
Updated information as of January 7, 2020: 

CMT will sponsor a Vision session for all members and friends of 
Christ UMC. A Petition will be before the General Conference in 
May to outline the separation of the United Methodist Church. The 
Petition before the General Conference will have suggestions and 
directions for a local church.  

These are not mandates and so each local church needs to de-
cide who we are at this moment and what do next steps look like 
in the immediate future.  

Christ UMC has a wonderful history. We are a vital part of the 
faith community. The recent vandalism attested to the fact that we 
are valued by many institutions, our neighbors, and maybe those 
not known but who regard Christ UMC as their church. 

And so the challenge is in front of us. February 2, 2020, we will 
meet for our Vision session following our morning worship. This 
will be a time to look forward. It is a big question but with the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit and as a faith community together, we can 
ask for ourselves who we are now and even more at this moment, 
what is our way for the future.  

We hope to see you there.  
God Bless,  
Laurel Kubin and Pastor Aaron 

Youth Group  
Ages 11+ 

Hello All, 

My name is Sarah Braden and I am the 

new volunteer youth group coordinator! I 

am a teacher within PSD and wanted to 

share my love for teaching with my love 

for the Lord! We have started a youth 

group dedicated to finding their love for 

the faith! We are driven by service pro-

jects, fun outings, and events that bring 

us all together! We meet the first and third 

Sunday of the month, locations changed 

based on events for the month! We will be 

kicking off our first service project starting 

January! Be on the look out for upcoming 

events. If you would like more infor-

mation, please reach out to me! follow us 

on Facebook! Our email address is 

christunitedyouthgroup@gmail.com . 

http://www.mtnskyumc.org/general-conference
http://www.mtnskyumc.org/subscribe
http://www.mtnskyumc.org/PathwaysTeamcontact
http://www.mtnskymc.org/GCdelegatescontact
http://www.mtnskymc.org/GCdelegatescontact
mailto:christunitedyouthgroup@gmail.com
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“Praise The Lord! Praise, O Servants of 
the Lord. Praise The Name Of The Lord”  
 

January 5, 2020 
Message – Two Kinds Of Worship 
Scripture – St. Matthew 2:1-12 
Holy Communion Will Be Served 
 

January 12, 2020 
Message – A Booster Shot 
Scripture – St. Matthew 3:13-17 
Remember Our Baptism 
United Methodist Women Sunday 
 

January 19, 2020 
Message– Look At The Light 
Scripture  - St. Matthew 4:12-23 
 

January 26, 2020 
Message – What Are We Doing 
Scripture – 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
 

 

 
 

We supported Missionary Ken Cruz with $2,500 in 2019. 
Following is his personal note from the field. 
 
Dear Faithful Partners, 
 

"As we come to the end of another fruitful year partnering with 
God in His work in the Asia Pacific region, I have only praises 
and thankfulness for Him. I thank God for all of your support, as 
we implement pioneering work in places where the Gospel of 
Christ and his church are often hindered. 
 

As we prepare for 2020, I encourage each one of us to remain 
faithful to God, our calling in Christ, and to the work of advanc-
ing his Kingdom. Specifically, I pray that you continue to be 
close partners in the initiatives I have the privilege of spear-
heading, by supporting me through my Advance Number and 
entering a covenant relationships. Moving to the regional office 
in Seoul, Korea, has opened new opportunities for growth, but it 
has also meant higher cost of living. 
 

Thank you in advance. A Blessed Christmas and a Happy New 
Year to you all!" 

Worship Services 
in January 

Missionary News 


