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Many thanks to all of you that
purchased gifts, Bibles, and
meals and helped with the Christmas party for the Angel Tree ministry. We served 18 children from
14 families and in so doing,
helped to maintain and/or restore
their relationship with their incarcerated parent. - Nathalee Novy,
Angel Tree Coordinator
Today I received a lovely fruit
basket from the United Methodist
Women of Christ United Methodist Church. What a very nice gesture for this lovely season. It is
true that people living alone, not
just the elderly, have periods of
lonely and melancholy, but I have
never been that way. Maybe I
have just been lucky I don't
know. What I do know is that it
always makes people feel better
when they know someone else is
thinking about them. So I thank
you ladies for the lovely gift and I
wish God's blessing all of you.
With Christ's love, Jim Nuttall
Thank you so much for providing us with a space for fellowship
and learning! Northern Colorado
Weaver’s Guild, 4+ Harness
Group
Thank You so much for giving
the team (AmeriCorps) a place to
stay for 4 weeks. We have all felt
so at home here and everyone
here at the church shows so
much kindness towards us. Also,
the team will miss seeing both of
your dogs. Thank you again. The
AmeriCorps Team

Many years ago, I was visiting my sister in Texas. We were at a softball game
watching my nephew play. Sitting with us was one of my niece’s friends from
church. I asked him, “how long have you lived in this town?” He replied, “oh, we got
the call when I was in second grade, so almost five years now.” He went on to describe the other places he had lived and I was stuck for a moment in “we got the
call.” Who called? I thought, the city of Weatherford, Texas? Who invited the family
to come to town? Then I remembered that his father was the music minister at a
church in Weatherford. “The call” was from the congregation to serve them.
Growing up Methodist, we didn’t use the term “God’s call.” In fact, I didn’t really
know too much about God’s calling until I was in seminary and we discussed it numerous times. I guess I was also not paying much attention, before entering the
ministry, to scripture as Jesus calls his disciples to follow him.
Jesus continues to call us to follow him as those new to the Christian faith and
those who are given the opportunity to deepen their faith. Beginning in January we
will explore the call we get from God through Jesus Christ. The series is titled
“Huh?” which is something we tend to say when can’t quite hear what is being said.
January 6th is Epiphany, which we will celebrate on January 7th. Epiphany marks
the arrival of the three wise men who brought gifts to the Christ child. The Sundays
after the Epiphany last until the season of Lent begins.
The following are the sermon titles and scriptures for January:
1/7/2018
“Huh? Who’s Talking?”
Genesis 1:1-5 and Mark 1:4-11
1/14/2018
“Huh? Can You Repeat That?” John 1:43-51 (also UMW Sunday)
1/21/2018
“Huh? Give It Up”
Mark 1:14-20
1/28/2018
“Huh? Did You Heart That?”
Mark 1:21-28
The first Sunday in January, the 7th, is also a time to celebrate our leadership from
2017. As many of you know, the way we had our church conference changed this
year. We had a circuit charge conference with five other churches in our geographical area: First UMC, Fort Collins; First UMC, Loveland; Trinity UMC, Loveland;
Windsor UMC; and Berthoud UMC. Being together with our Methodist brothers and
sisters was a positive experience. We did not have the opportunity to celebrate
CUMC’s accomplishments and leadership. We will have an all-church potluck on
Sunday January 7th following worship. Please bring a dish to share. Table service
and drinks will be provided. Our yearly report booklets will be available.
See you in worship.
Grace & Peace,
Rev. Nancy
www.cumc-fc.org
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Mardi Gras
Pancake Dinner
SPONSORED BY CHRIST UNITED METHODIST MEN

The Public Is Welcome!
February 13, 2018 ~ Shrove Tuesday

5:00 - 7:00 PM
Adults - $8*

Children 12 & Under - $4*
* Suggested Donation

MENU
• Unlimited Pancakes & Syrups
• Applesauce

• Ham
• Coffee, Juice & Milk

See any member of the UM Men for tickets.
Tickets also available at the door!
CUMC • 301 E. Drake Rd. • Fort Collins, CO 80525
970-226-2341
2 blocks East of College Avenue on Drake Rd.

www.cumc-fc.org
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Dates at a Glance

Women’s Group

January 6: Removal of the Greens—
Join the fun at 10 a.m.

Friendship Circle Group meets the
first Thursday evening of each month
[January - May and September - December] at 7:00 p.m. It is a wonderful
time to get together and share our
joys, concerns and fellowship.

January 7: All-Church Potluck after
worship.
January 13: QuarterMania raising
money for the Alms Fund. Open to all
men and women.
Jan. 28—Feb. 4: Future FFH Rotation
Date. Pencil this date on your calendar!
February 9: Good Timers 6 p.m. Sign
up in advance.
February 13: Shrove Tuesday Mardi
Gras Pancake Dinner.

Due to the holidays, our first meeting of 2018 will be held on Thursday, January 11th at the home of
Laurel Kubin. There will be tasty light
refreshments that follow the gathering. We welcome new members, so
any ladies who wish to join, we would
love to have you come! If you have
questions or would like more information, please contact Chris Coats.

Men’s Group
United Methodist Men (UMM) next
lunch meeting is Tuesday, January 23.
They meet at noon and cost is $6 at
the door. Watch for a sign-up sheet in
the Narthex.

Fun For All
Quarter-Mania January 13
Want to have a good time, help raise
funds for the CUMC Alms Fund, and
try to get some great gifts for yourself
or others at a nominal price? As you
say “Yes, Count Me In”, put QuarterMania on your calendar for Saturday,
Jan. 13. To be held in the CUMC Fellowship Hall. Doors open at 6:00 p.m.
and the auction begins at 7 p.m. Cost
at the door is $5 to purchase one paddle or $10 to purchase three paddles.
To bid on auction items, bring a roll or
two of quarters.
Start looking for quarters in your car
console, under the sofa cushions, and
at the bottom of your handbag so that
you’ll have plenty to use in this fun
fundraiser. The UMW members are
providing several great gifts. The Alms
Fund will receive the proceeds from
this event. Benefit yourself and your
neighbors at the same time. Don’t forget to invite your friends!

Bible Studies
Mondays, 9:30 a.m.
We are still “Chasing After Meaning”
as we continue studying the book of
Ecclesiastes. The author/Teacher/
Preacher asks big questions which
inspire discussion, i.e. “Where can I
find fulfillment”? Please consider joining us at our new time on Mondays.
2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7 p.m.
The Tuesday evening Bible Study will
resume again January 9. We are beginning a four-part study based on
The Andy Griffith Show. With the help
of the good citizens of Mayberry, we
will explore timeless morals and values that we hold dear. We will also
look to the Scriptures to seek God's
guidance as we face daily challenges
of prejudice, the value of work, serving as mentors, and the nature of deception. Everyone is welcome; we
meet the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of
every month. Y'all come on in, now!
Seekers Bible Study
We meet every Tuesday morning
from 9:30 to 11 a.m. Light refreshments are served followed by the Bible study.

Congregational
Care Team
The Congregational Care Team
could use some additional members and invites you to join us. It
is a very rewarding experience!
The goal of the Congregational
Care Team (CCT) is to reach out
to those in our community of faith
who have special needs and to
help make our church a friendly,
nurturing faith community.
When the Care Team is made
aware of someone who needs a
little extra encouragement, they
do their best to be there with
cards, phone calls and visits.
During the past month CCT members sent 68 cards and made 3
phone calls and 18 visits.
CCT meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 11:15 a.m.
to update, review and to assure
that the known needs of those in
our community of faith are being
met.
For more information, please call
Linda Glover.

Office Notes
Sunday Bulletin - If you have
information you would like on the
announcement page or for a bulletin insert you must request it by
Noon TUESDAY of the week you
want it included.
February Vision Deadline- Monday, January 22, 9 a.m. (One
week later than usual.) Please
submit articles written and ready
for proofing.
CUMC Contact Information:
Address:
301 East Drake Road
Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-226-2341
Fax: 970-207-4030
E-mail: info@cumc-fc.org
Website: www.cumc-fc.org
Check us out on Facebook!

www.cumc-fc.org
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Calling all
Good Timers!
Who are the “Good Timers”?
Adult couples and singles who get
together in small groups to have fun
and get to know each other better.
These small groups meet several
times during a six-month period.
The semi-annual potluck gettogether will be Friday, February
9th, 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.
Current members and anyone
who would like to join this group,
please let us know by Thursday,
February 1st, if you will be

continuing with or joining Good
Timers. Your names will then be
included on the list for the small
groups. Also, at this time, let us
know if you will be attending the potluck. Current members, please let
others know how much you enjoy
this group and invite them to join us.
Potluck: Fried chicken and beverage will be provided. Please bring
your own table service, a dish of
your choosing—veggie, salad, or
dessert to share. Beverages will be
provided. After fellowship time, there
will be an opportunity to meet with
your new group.
Coordinators:
Larry and Linda Glover
Kevin and Valerie Utter

Local Mission
Just a reminder if you have a King
Sooper card for the Little Thompson River Restoration please
keep using it. The Little Thompson Watershed Coalition is using
that money to do river bank restoration. Thank you so much for
your support.
Attached to the Vision email version is an article that shows what
has been done with some of the
money. A hard copy is available
on the bulletin board by the
church office if you don’t get the
emailed Vision. The “in kind” income referenced includes volunteer hours and the King Soopers
money. The article is also on our
website.

www.cumc-fc.org
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Little Thompson

RIVER WAY & SILO
Restoration Projects

Colorado Flood Recovery: Watersheds and Natural Resources

Silo: Berthod, CO

The River Way and Silo projects set out to kick-start a natural
recovery process that might, on its own, take
over a century. The focus was on a
pragmatic, natural-appearing and
functioning solution that would
The
keep the river stable enough
worst
through the next few decades
2013 flood damage
to prevent further damage
and threats along the
and allow a healthy
Little Thompson occurred
riparian ecosystem to
in the area just below
the point where the Little
establish as quickly as
Thompson emerges from steep,
possible.
narrow canyons and just north
of W County Road 4 further
At River Way,
downstream.
At River Way, the
cooperative
river
channel
and
floodplain were
arrangements among
drastically
altered
and unstable,
the landowners, a
creating an ongoing threat to
highly creative and
homes and property. At Silo
resourceful team of
the aim was to stabilize the
contractors, and the
existing silo structure and
use of locally sourced
restore stream channel
materials and volunteers
and floodplain
helped to make the most of
function.
the funding that was available.

Primary Sponsor
Little Thompson
Watershed Coalition

Years after the flood, spring runoff and
storms were still causing bank erosion
and property loss at River Way, as seen
here in May 2015.

Multi-Objective
•

Bank stabilization

•

Protection of property

•

Improved flood resiliency

•

Restored habitat

•

Revegetation

•

Sediment stability

Fast Facts
Watershed
Little Thompson

Locale
Riverway: Lyons, CO

$

Project Cost
Riverway: $362,248
Silo: $45,500
Date Complete
Riverway: June 30, 2017
Silo: May 6, 2017

The silo infrastructure
threatened by bank
erosion.

Project
Description
RIVER WAY
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Project Area

The River Way Project site is located a short
Lyons
Denver
distance below where the Little Thompson
River emerges from a confined and steep canyon and was impacted particularly heavily by
the 2013 flood. Nearly the entire riparian zone,
including many large cottonwood trees, were
120 ft
lost. The river also significantly altered its course
La
rim
er
and caused severe erosion and bank undercutting,
C
ou
nt
y
which destroyed structures and put others at risk. The
Ro
ad
37
flood water scoured a 200’ to 300’ wide swath of mature
E
forest and meadow down to bedrock, taking with it hundreds of trees, several structures, and, according to an Army
Corps of Engineers estimate, as much as 80,000 cubic yards of
material (200,000 dump truck loads, or enough to cover a football
field 40 feet deep). The post-flood channel was estimated to be five feet
lower than before the flood, and portions of the new floodplain were lower still. These changes resulted
in an extreme alteration of the sediment regime, which in turn led to problems with erosion and channel instability that were an ongoing threat to homes and property.
The cost to restore this reach was estimated at $1.2 million. With just over $300,000 to work with, the Little
Thompson Watershed Coalition and area landowners worked to find pragmatic and flexible solutions
to restore the reach enough that it could be stabilized and recover more rapidly on its own. Work was
limited to the parts of the river that most directly affected existing and planned structures. Although
some of the property owners wished to restore the river channel to its former course, this simply wasn’t
feasible. Instead, all the affected owners agreed to double the size of an
existing private conservation easement, thus assuring that everyone
could enjoy full access to the river. One of the owners is the operator of a
nearby quarry, and agreed to supply most of the materials needed at cost,
providing huge savings for the project. Some of the costs for engineering,
technical, and administrative support were offset by services provided
by LTWC, DOLA, and CWCB and by studies already underway that were
funded under other grants. The landowners and legions of volunteers had
already been working on site preparation (clean-up, debris removal, and
invasive weed management) for several years. The revegetation phase Property loss post-flood on the
made extensive use of volunteers and free or low-cost materials, much of north (above) and south (below)
sides of river.
which were gathered nearby or on-site.
Restoration
plans are
presented
to gather
input from
residents at
a community
meeting in
August of
2016.

RIVERWAY

Before

The
braided
post-flood
channel.

Before the flood this area boasted mature vegetation.
Approximately twelve acres of usable property were lost to the flood.
Photos: Tom Foote

After

The River Way project site looking
east after the September 2013 flood
(see Hoag house for reference in all
images on this page). The forest and
riparian habitat were obliterated,
with no way to recover. The channel
was poorly defined; the floodplain
was low, flat, and barren. With
nothing to slow it down, the water
continued to erode its banks in years
after the flood, threatening homes
and property.

The restoration project included making the low-flow
channel deeper and better-defined, creating meanders
and point bars to help dissipate and direct the water’s energy, and restoring a
series of riffles and pools to help stabilize the transport of sediments through
the reach. Parts of the floodplain were shaped to function as an overflow
channel and wetland. Boulders, fallen trees, and root wads were
used to build up and strengthen the banks and point bars
and to provide wildlife habitat. The entire project
area was seeded with native grasses, and willows,
cottonwoods, and chokecherries were strategically
placed to help build up the floodplain and
reinforce the new embankments.
Now, time and Nature will finish the
work, but with a little luck this site will
have a resilient ecosystem in about
ten years, and a mature riparian
community in thirty years or so.
1000
Willow Cuttings

2000 linear
feet restored

12 acres
seeded

A single,
meandering channel
just after restoration.
Photo: Tom Foote
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Project
Description
SILO

Silo

Restoration at this site stabilized the bank
adjacent to the silo threatened by the 2013
flood and restored stream channel and
floodplain function to areas of the Little
Thompson River. This was accomplished
through stream channel and floodplain
topographic grading, outer bend stabilization,
introduction of wood debris to the system and revegetation.

N

Project Area
100 ft

W CO Road 4

Restoration of appropriate channel width, riffle pool
sequence and historic channel alignment at this site will
provide resiliency in future flood events.
The project introduced channel meanders and riffle/ pool sequences,
shifting the bankfull channel to the west to reduce stress on the eroding east bank
adjacent to the silo. Willow transplants, live stakes and fascines were added to the bankfull bench
floodplain, and a downed tree root wad was incorporated on-site to help deflect high flows away from
the east bank and add organic matter to the floodplain. Boulder toe bank protection and rock vanes
also re-direct flow away from the east bank, providing protection during high water.

OBJECTIVES
• Stabilize eroding east bank
• Increase floodplain
connectivity
• Efficient sediment
transport for the bankfull
channel
• Improve variation in
channel depth and
hydraulic complexity
• Improve riparian
vegetation to stabilize
channel banks

Post-flood
East Bank

Rocks and a downed tree were installed on the East
bank to protect the silo infrastructure in future high water.

SILO

Before
The Silo site was heavily
impacted by the 2013 floods,
resulting in severe bank erosion
on the right (East) bank, bedload
deposition, areas with over-widened
channel, lack of riparian vegetation
and high upstream sediment loading.

The
braided
post-flood
channel and sheered bank at the
silo structure as seen from the W CR 4 bridge.

After

The encroaching bank erosion threatened
private property and the silo structure. Without
bank stabilization, future high water was likely to
erode the bank out from under the silo, causing
collapse.

The resulting project restored the stream corridor resilience without raising the
100 year water surface elevation at the site. Treatments included
stream channel and floodplain topographic grading, outer
bend stabilization, introduction of wood debris to the
system and re-vegetation. The channel design was
completed to mimic natural channel tendencies
for the river segment. The bankfull channel
in the riffle sections was designed to match
field indicators for bankfull at the site.
A grade control constructed riffle
structure comprised of 2-3 ft
diameter boulders with footers was
placed at the downstream portion
of the bridge at W CR 4 to prevent
any potential head-cutting from
migrating upstream and under
the bridge.

426 linear feet
restored

A single channel and
stabilized bank after
restoration.

PROJECT

SPONSORS
Riverway restoration was funded through two grants;
one from the Colorado Water Conservation Board
(CWCB) and the other from the Colorado Department
of Local Affairs (DOLA) through a Community
Development Block Grant—Disaster Recovery (CDBGDR) Watershed Resilience Pilot Program. $59,000 inkind was provided by River Way Landowners, LTWC,
CWCB TA Team, Ageiss, DOLA and Hydrogeo. Silo
was 100% funded by an additional DOLA grant, with
$14,000 in-kind provided by Hydrogeo.
The federally-funded CDBG-DR program is designed
to help watersheds recover from damage sustained
from the fire and flood events of 2012 and 2013.
Project implementation grants from both agencies
(CWCB and DOLA) are meant to address long-term
catalytic watershed system improvements that build
resilience in watersheds that sustained damage from
recent federally-declared flood and fire disasters.

PARTNERS
Department of Local Affairs (DOLA)
Colorado Water Conservation Board
(CWCB)
Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS)
Larimer County

CONSULTANTS &
COLLABORATORS
HydroGeo Designs, LLC
Environmental Quality Resources
(EQR)

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Crane Associates LLC

Teagen Blakey, Assistant Watershed Coordinator
Little Thompson Watershed Coalition
assistantcoordinator@ltwatershed.org
303-434-6293
ltwatershed.org

Wildland Restoration Volunteers (WRV)
Tetra-Tech

BUDGETS
SILO TOTAL: $45,500

RIVER WAY TOTAL: $362,248
Silo Expense

Silo Income

River Way Expense
Design

In-kind

In-kind

Department of
Local Affairs

Revegetation

Floodplain Grading
& Channel Shaping

Construction
Oversight
Contract
Management
Channel
Stabilization
& Grade
Control

River Way Income

In-kind
Revegetation

Floodplain Grading
& Channel Shaping

Department of
Local Affairs
Colorado
In-Kind
Water
Conservation
Board

