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What is it about the future?
A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR AARON GRAY

 

To the Christ UMC community,

I hope everyone had a blessed Christmas and that the holidays were fun. It’s so strange that as
I began to think about the future, I found it easier to think about the past. We can remember
where we grew up or if we had a large family and the joys -- or maybe the frustrations we may
have had. We can remember where we went to school and perhaps this is where we met our
spouse, and the result meant a lot as we think of the places we have traveled and how many
times we may have moved. We think of our children and grandchildren we have. There was a
lot of joy in the past as well as those times of frustration, but we were able to overcome. It’s
all in the past and we can name these things. 

Now it is January, 2023, and whether we are young or old, this is the present and the call upon
our life is the future. Life is not what we can find living in the past. Proverbs 29 was God
speaking to people who were resisting God. It was time for a new day and part of this
movement is that they would be people of vision. They could use the present as a time to
examine themselves, and God was ready to use them in ways that they couldn’t see or even
believe. 

When we decide that, even though the journey can be difficult, we are meant to be a people of
victory -- we can also be a people of vision. This is much needed as it confirms that God is alive,
and we are meant to live going forward!

God Bless,
Pastor Aaron

“Where there is no vision , the people of God are out of control, but whoever obeys instruction is happy” 
Proverbs 29:18 (CEB)



WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Pastor Aaron's weekday
devotion recordings and

archived ones can be
found on the church

Facebook page and on
the church website: 

 
cumc-fc.org/worship-

devotional. 

January 15, 2023
Scripture- St. John 1: 43-51 | Message – "Privacy"
January 22, 2023 
United Women in Faith Sunday | Guest Speaker: Karen Benoit
January 29, 2023
Scripture – 1 Corinthians 8: 1-13 | Message – To Know or Be Known

I will bless the Lord at
all times Psalm 34:1

FFH Volunteers Needed: Our first
rotation for this year is 
January 22 – 29. There are still
opportunities available. Please
prayerfully consider volunteering.
New volunteers are always
welcome so encourage a friend
to join you. If you have questions
about the upcoming rotation or
need help with the electronic
sign up, please contact Nathalee
Novy at 970-224-5331. Thanks to
all that have already
volunteered!!

MISSION U is an educational arm of United Women in Faith and
this study is cooperatively sponsored by UWFaith and the
Mountain Sky Mission Team. The 2023 Mission u Zoom course is
scheduled for consecutive Sundays, from 2-4:30 p.m. on February
5, 12, 19, and 26. "Who Can We Be Together" is a Biblical
exploration of Luke 13.  Participants of this course have an
opportunity to develop a stronger capacity for Biblical literacy,
learning how the parables of Jesus can be viewed through an
anti-oppression lens. If you have questions about participating as
a group, or you would like additional information, contact
Kathryn Witte, dean of Mission u, at
kathrynwitte75@yahoo.com.
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WORSHIP IN
FEBRUARY

If you would like to be a liturgist, please contact Pastor Aaron.
This important role supports our Ministry's celebrations of
worship and can be used as a time of reflection as your faith is
being affirmed and the words you share may support your
own meditation.

We will be having our Spiritual Life Retreat again this year, for
the women.  It will be held this year in Colorado Springs on Feb.
24-26, after several years because of COVID-19. This retreat was
started about 20 years ago by our church.  It has now spread to
3 churches and ladies from Fort Collins and some related to
Fort Collins.  Please let me know as soon as possible if you
might be interested and I will put you on the list for further
details.  You may contact me at 970-482-0920 or
d.dee.williams@gmail.com.

LEARNING AND FELLOWSHIP
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Children and Youth Sunday School:
Sunday School has classes from
birth to age 14. We would love to
have you join us! Seek out Ms. Cori
Sunday mornings for more
information.

BUCKHORN UNITED METHODIST YOUTH CAMP AND RETREAT
Is looking for camp counselors and part time nurses for the upcoming summer camp
season. Come join us for a fun outdoor summer experience enriching the lives of
youth and adults alike in this beautiful mountain setting. Both positions are paid and
also include room and board of needed! For more information please contact Sean at
408-439-5625 or email her at director@buckhorncamp.org You can also learn more
about the camp at buckhorncampco.org

It’s that time! Time to register for Fall 2023
Preschool and Pre-K. I’m so excited for

Morning Glory to be participating in
Colorado’s Universal Pre-k Program! That
means that every child in our program who
turns 4 by October 31st this year, our two day
and three day programs will be tuition free!

Classroom
News

mailto:director@buckhorncamp.org


Outreach & Spiritual Growth 
Sharon Mann & Sue Ptacek

PLAN ON JOINING US FOR THIS "FUNDRAISER"! YOU WON'T WANT
TO MISS IT! UWF WILL PROVIDE ASSORTED SOUPS FOR LUNCH
AND DRINKS. BUNKO PRIZES ARE INCLUDED WITH TICKETS!

Donate baked goods for us to sell
Donate food/snacks
Offer to help out
Register Early

HOW YOU CAN HELP

LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL
That’s right. So many of you enjoyed the
BUNKO AND BAKE SALE in the past that we
are doing it again. Mark your calendar for the
morning of February 11, 2023 here at the
church. And don’t forget to invite your
friends, relatives and neighbors because this
fun fundraiser is open to everyone. Watch for
all the details and advanced registration forms
in next month’s newsletter and bulletins.

President
Kathy Turner

Social Action
Kathy Dominguez

Education for Mission 
Katie Fletcher

Program Resources 
Linda Glover

January 22nd will be UWF Sunday. This will be a special day in the life of United Women in Faith
at CUMC as we are beginning a new year of leadership. We are thrilled to be announcing our
2023 United Women in Faith Officers! During the service our officers will be installed, Karen
Benoit will be sharing the message, and other women will participate in the service as liturgists,
ushers, and greeters. Coffee Fellowship will be hosted by UWF as well. Please share the day with
us and celebrate the amazing women of CUMC UWF.

United Women In Faith

Mission
Coordinators

UWF
Leadership

Vice President / Secretary
Kathy Moore

Treasurer
Linda Glover

Group
Circle Chairs
Explorers Circle
Barb Burford & Carol Theilgaard

Friendship Circle
Kendra Coleman

Quilt Group
Violet Marquart

Seekers Bible Study
Carol Hopson

2023: Leadership
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I will begin by saying I am humbled and honored to have been elected as chair of SPPRC for
2023 at our December 12 charge conference.  
  
It is still with sadness that I start to pick up where my wonderful friend and predecessor,
Laura Pratt, left off.  We all still miss her terribly and continue the work with our pastor
and staff, and of representing the congregation to our District Superintendent and our
Bishop in Laura’s memory and honor.  
  
2023 will continue to be a very busy time for SPPRC as we work more with our newer staff
and follow-up on district/conference activities that are underway.  
  
January will begin a new era for employees in Colorado – including here at CUMC.  The
State of Colorado has enacted what is called “FAMLI,” or “Family and Medical Leave
Insurance Program.”  In a nutshell, the FAMLI program will begin to collect payroll taxes
from employees at the rate of 0.45 percent of their regular earnings beginning January 1,
2023.  The church will also contribute an additional 0.45 percent of wages.  

Benefits will be available to employees beginning January 1, 2024, and will provide for paid
time off for several qualifying conditions (e.g., caring for a family member with a serious
health condition, etc.).

SPPRC is working with our new treasurer Trish on getting all of the required processes
(payroll deduction, tracking, and quarterly payments to the state) set up correctly.  We are
also working with all of the staff to insure they are aware of the new FAMLI program, how
it will affect their earnings this year, and what benefits they can expect beginning in 2024.

Chuck Panella,
SPPRC chair

Staff Pastor-Parish Relations Committee (SPPRC)
update for January newsletter



IT'S TIME TO
CELEBRATE
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THOSE BORN IN

JANUARY

it's your birthday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
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Steve Freese Connie Kuntz Pauline Hood

Larry Moline

Matt Moline Corinne Gutsche
Mike Harrington

Deanna Ballantine
Ruth Toliver

Keith Peters Lorrene Peters
Chuck Panella

Edith Sillvas



CUMC,

The Trustees remain busy with all things building, big and small. The door lock system was

giving us problems, the kind that are intermittent and hard to diagnose until they are daily and

easy to resolve. We believe they are resolved now, so thanks for your patience. Our elevator is

up for inspection in January but needs a new part installed in the next few weeks to allow it to

pass. We don't anticipate any down time.  

Thanks to Michael Nekonchuk and Diane Krogh who are leaving Trustees at the end of this

year. Your contributions and efforts have always been appreciated.  And thanks to Paul

Housely who is willing to stay an extra year - or two. And we welcome Andy Pawlish to our

group. Thanks to all of you who support the building reserve fund. Without this money, we

wouldn't be able to keep things in good working order and do the improvements necessary.  

Joyce Lathrop
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Note from Trustees

FFH Families
Bob Benoit
Randy Thuesen
Maxine Blooding
Keith Peters
Ben Dunkin
Ballou Savage
Howard Cate
Rita Heusinkveld
Nan Beard
Loel Hoyle
Scott Bare
John Ryan

Robyn
Sister Eva A. 
Rhonda Covington
Maxine Smith
Mary
Ryan
Tyler Boyette
Glenn
Marsha Bonney
Tom Cate
Gerald Rutgers
Karen Gibbs
Bev Klein

The People of Ukraine
Meredith Minier
Jerry Cornetet
Angie’s son, Jake
Julia 
Luisa Silvas
Florence Carr & Family
Shari Ferguson
Robert and Family
Kevin Selegmann
Patty Longoria

LONG-TERM
Dwight Gutsche
Irma Bermedez

SHORT-TERM

SSgt Jared Rice, Air Force 
SSgt Andrew Guthart, USMC

Majors Sarah & Jim McKay, Army 
SSgt Kurtis Campbell, USMC

Lt. Clayton Gubler, military police
Capt. Emily Cathey, Navy

Lt. Col. Sean Hays, Marine Corps
CW2 Daniel Raymond, serving at the Pentagon

Matt Nichols, Navy
Joseph Withers Air Force
Brandon Gutsche, Navy

Blake Jackson, National Guard

ARMED SERVICES

United In Prayer
This month we are praying for

Mr.Gorry
Edith Silvas
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Christ United Methodist Church
301 E. Drake Road
Ft. Collins, CO 80525

Return Service Requested

Office Hours 
Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm 
Phone: 970-226-2341
Fax: 970-207-4030 
E-mail: info@cumc-fc.org

Want your article featured next month? Submit your proofed
work to info@cumc-fc.org, or drop by during office hours.

Articles are due no later than the third Monday of every month.


