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A publication of Christ United Methodist Church of Fort Collins
In November and December the
CUMC quilt group donated 3 adult
quilts and 6 children's quilts to 3
Faith Family Hospitality families,
for their new homes.
Dear Church Family, Darold and
I want to thank you all for your
love and support during 2018. The
year was very difficult for us and
your continued prayers, cards and
calls were sincerely appreciated.
Food, flowers and visits uplifted
our spirits. A special thank you
goes to Pastor Nancy for standing
by our sides. We pray for blessings to each of you in 2019. In
Christ’s love, Bev & Darold Klein

FFH Volunteers Needed
Our next rotation is February 17 –
24. You should have received an
e-mail invite from SignUp Genius
in January. If you missed the invite
OR prefer not to use SignUp Genius, visit the designated table in
the Narthex for available volunteer
opportunities. If you have questions or need help with the electronic sign up, please contact Nathalee Novy.

W

ith the new year upon us
you may be thinking
about doing estate planning.
Did you know that endowments
produce permanent income for a
charity? The gift itself is never
spent and the income from investing it never runs out. If you are
interested in more information,
please contact the CUMC endowment committee.

The United Methodist Church will have a special General Conference held in St.
Louis, MO February 22 to 26, 2019. Delegates from every Annual Conference
worldwide will be gathering to determine the United Methodist stance on human
sexuality. The General Conference will be considering three plans developed by
A Way Forward commission appointed by the Council of Bishops: the One Church
Plan, the Connectional Conference Plan, and the Traditional Plan. If you would like
to read more, please go to http://www.umc.org. If this is the first time you are aware
of this historic event in the life of the United Methodist Church, please talk with me.
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Courageous Conversation series we
had for the past few Sunday’s after Fellowship Time where we explored each plan.
I appreciate the leadership provided by Laurel Kubin and Nathalee Novy.
Human sexuality is a difficult subject and has been a source of controversy in the
United Methodist Church for forty years. Part of me has wanted to not bring up this
issue and hope no one would notice. Another part of me knew I was not living into
my call as a pastor by avoiding an issue that is uncomfortable. Had I avoided offering this conversation, I would have missed out on a gift of the Spirit. We explored
the three plans as well as feelings and opinions about sexuality.
I noticed three recurring themes in our discussions. First, why do we have to use
labels to describe human sexuality? By defining ourselves by our sexuality, we create barriers rather than relating to each other as human beings. Second, judging
others also creates barriers and division. Each person must resolve for themselves
what is a sin and what is not, rather than judging other people and others behavior
as sin. Third, each person is responsible for their own boundaries. I need to know
where I begin and end. I need to know where the other person begins and ends.
Letting others know our boundaries and when we are uncomfortable is necessary if
we are to be in healthy relationships together.
Continued on page 3

Don’t leave money on the table! If you make less that $55,000, you can get free tax
help from an IRS-certified tax preparer and may be eligible for valuable tax credits
for working families. Call 211 or visit www.GetAheadColorado.org. Learn more
about EITC at www.piton.org/eitc. File free on-line if you make less than $66,000 at
myfreetaxes.com.
If you and your family did not have health coverage in 2018, you may have to
pay a fine; however, check to see if you qualify for an exemption by visiting https://
www.healthcare.gov/health-coverage-exemptions/exemptions-from-the-fee/. For
more information, visit https://www.healthcare.gov/fees/fee-for-not-being-covered/.
www.cumc-fc.org
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Mardi Gras
Pancake Dinner
SPONSORED BY CHRIST UNITED METHODIST MEN

The Public Is Welcome!
March 5, 2019 ~ Shrove Tuesday

5:00 - 7:00 PM
Adults - $8*

Children 12 & Under - $4*
* Suggested Donation

MENU
• Unlimited Pancakes & Syrups
• Applesauce

• Ham
• Coffee, Juice & Milk

See any member of the UM Men for tickets.
Tickets also available at the door!
CUMC • 301 E. Drake Rd. • Fort Collins, CO 80525
970-226-2341
2 blocks East of College Avenue on Drake Rd.

www.cumc-fc.org
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Women’s Group
LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL
AGAIN! Mark your calendar and plan
to attend the UMW hosted Bunko &
Bake Sale Fundraiser for local missions. The Bunko Registration Form is
included in this newsletter & available
at the church. Pick up extra copies for
your friends, family, neighbors, etc.
You don’t need to know how to play,
it’s easy and instructions will be provided. A good time will be had by all!
HELP NEEDED! The United Methodist Women are planning to have a
BUNKO & BAKE SALE FUNDRAISER on Saturday, February 23,
2019 and NEED YOUR HELP. There
is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex asking for food donations and volunteers
to help with this activity. Please check
this list to see how you can help. Your
help is greatly appreciated.
Explorers Circle’s February meeting
is Tuesday, February 5th, 6:45 pm
at the Church, room 107. Come join
us for fellowship, a program and refreshments. For more information,
please call Linda Glover.
Friendship Circle's February meeting
will be held on Thursday, February
7th at 7:00pm at the home of Dorothy Bondurant. There will be tasty
refreshments following the fellowship
and program. We welcome new ladies
who wish to join in this good time.
If you have questions or would like
more information, please contact Chris
Coats. Thank you. Hope to see you
there!

Bible Studies
Mondays, 9:30 a.m.
We are finishing the book, Hope Beyond Your Tears. Please join us for
prayer, study, and fellowship as we
begin our study of 2 Peter.

2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7 p.m.
The Tuesday evening Bible study will
be continuing our seven-part study
from the book Easter from the Back
Side by J. Ellsworth Kalas. This book
takes us beyond the traditional Gospel scriptures to connect the story of
Christ’s resurrection with other stories
and scriptures throughout the Bible.
In February, we’ll look at how the
Easter story relates to the story of
Job, and to the heartfelt sentiments
expressed in the book of Ecclesiastes. Come join us on Tuesday, February 12th and 26th for this entertaining
and engaging study.
Seekers Bible Study
We meet every Tuesday morning
from 9:30 to 11 a.m. Light refreshments are served followed by the
Bible study.

A Way Forward
Continued from page 1
My heart was filled with love when we
could sit together and tell each other
what we believed, where we disagreed, and where we agreed. We
were able to speak up and say, “when
I hear…, I feel…” By speaking the
truth in love to each other we were
able to learn. Our discussions were
not about agreement, rather we deepened our relationships with each
other.
Although there are three plans before
the Special General Conference, the
outcome of the session could look
very different. There may be no decision at all. Our Annual Conference is
sending delegates to the General
Conference who will do the voting. At
the end of this month, February, we
will know the outcome of the Special
General Conference.
I believe that the United Methodist
Church has a gift to give the world.
We can show others that we have a
wide umbrella of theological beliefs
and we can be unified in our diversity.
See you in worship,
Rev. Nancy

Congregational
Care Team
The Congregational Care Team
could use some additional members and invites you to join us. It
is a very rewarding experience!
The goal of the Congregational
Care Team (CCT) is to reach out
to those in our community of faith
who have special needs and to
help make our church a friendly,
nurturing faith community.
When the Care Team is made
aware of someone who needs a
little extra encouragement, they
do their best to be there with
cards, phone calls and visits.
During the past month CCT members sent 75 cards and made 7
phone calls and 3 visits.
CCT meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 11:15 a.m.
to update, review and to assure
that the known needs of those in
our community of faith are being
met.
For more information, please call
Linda Glover.

Office Notes
Sunday Bulletin - If you have
information you would like on the
announcement page or for a bulletin insert you must request it by
Noon TUESDAY of the week you
want it included.
March Vision Deadline- Monday,
March 18, 9 a.m. Please submit
articles written and ready for
proofing.
CUMC Contact Information:
Address:
301 East Drake Road
Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-226-2341
Fax: 970-207-4030
E-mail: info@cumc-fc.org
Website: www.cumc-fc.org
Check us out on Facebook!

www.cumc-fc.org
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The Light Brigade
Join the Light (and sound) Brigade: The church is in need
of people to run the light and sound boards during Sunday Services. Training takes about an hour, and can be
scheduled at your convenience. Scheduling can be done
around other church duties and around travel plans. If
you need further motivation, here are the Ten best reasons to be a sound & light operator:
1. Sound and light operators sit a little closer to
Heaven
2. The boards have pretty lights on them—like
Christmas all year!
3. Sound and light operators get to cut in line for
communion
4. Sound and light operators make Nancy sound
really good.
5. Sound and light operators never have to speak in
public; no one is looking at you
6. Sometimes people drop change in the seat cushions.
7. Sound and light operators don’t have to know all
the words to the hymns
8. Sound and light operators get to illuminate the
minister
9. Sound and light operators don’t have to attend
extra meetings
10. Sound and light operators get paid double for
funerals
And the most important reason to be a sound and light
operator; it’s a way to enhance the worship experience
for the whole congregation.
If you think you would like to serve our church in this important capacity, please contact Carma.

Security & Safety
You may remember the Board of Trustees had an article
in the November Vision regarding increasing security and
safety at CUMC. If you would like to read that article, you
can access the newsletter on our website, www.cumcfc.org. Newsletters are under the About tab.
As many of you know, part of our mission is to reach out
to the community by providing space in our facility to
community groups. While maintaining our goal of hospitality and making people feel welcome, we need to
balance that with security. Below are a few reminders

and instructions about upcoming changes in the use of
our building.
We are implementing a secure access system. The
main doors will automatically unlock 15 minutes before
the scheduled start time of a meeting or event and remain unlocked until 15 minutes after the meeting or
event starts. If a group you are in needs access to make
coffee or setup time prior to the 15 minutes, a key fob
to unlock the main doors may be signed out from the
office.
Doors will automatically lock for the night during the last
meeting of the day. (Door and bar keys will not be
needed.) After the transitional period, on approximately
Feb. 26, the metal keys to enter the building will no
longer work and a fob will be needed. The metal keys
will still be usable on locks inside the building.
On Sunday mornings, the doors will unlock at 7:45 a.m.
for Adult Sunday School and will relock after the worship
service begins. After worship the doors will remain
locked for security purposes. If you exit the building and
need to re-enter, plan to have someone inside open the
door for you or if you have a key or fob, you may use it.
In addition to signing out fobs, we are taking this opportunity to verify keys that have been issued. We ask that
all current key holders come to the office to determine
the need for a fob and/or a metal key. If that is not possible during office hours, please call to make other arrangements. We will, at that time, answer any questions
about the new system. We would like to complete the
transition by February 26.
When you leave a room and/or a wing, be sure to turn
out lights if there is no one else in that part of the building. Close all windows that are open and be sure tables
and chairs are where you found them unless otherwise
directed. If no one else is in the building, please turn out
all lights.
EVERYONE - When leaving the building, please double
check that the doors have fully closed. Sometimes a
door hasn’t clicked shut, especially the east main doors.
Also, if you use the exit only doors in the south or east
wings, please be sure they are securely closed. We
have installed sensors on those exit doors as we have
had a lot of problems with the doors being propped open
or not closed securely.
If you have any concerns or questions, please share
those with us. Church office hours are Monday-Friday
from 9 a.m. - noon and 12:45 - 5 p.m.
Grace & Peace,
Rev. Nancy and Debbie

www.cumc-fc.org
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Christ United Methodist Church United Methodist Women are raising money
for local missions—Faith Family Hospitality, Homelessness Prevention Initiative,
CUMC Alms Fund and CUMC Cambodia Missionary work
DATE: February 23, 2019 (Saturday)
TIME: 9:30 a.m. DOORS OPEN
10:00 a.m. BUNKO STARTS
12:00 Noon LUNCH/BUNKO PRIZES AWARDED/BAKE SALE
PLACE: Christ United Methodist Church, 301 East Drake Road, Fort Collins, CO
PRICE INCLUDES TREATS, LUNCH AND PRIZES: $15/Person At-the-Door
OR we’ll give you a break if you help us plan by registering in advance -$12/Person Advance Registration. See form below.
Also don’t forget to bring extra money for homemade baked goodies
This activity is open to everyone (men, women, friends, relatives, etc.)
You do not need to know how to play – instructions will be provided – it is easy!
It is a Fundraiser that is actually “FUN”.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------ADVANCED REGISTRATION FORM for Bunko
Name (please print) ____________________________________________________
Phone ___________________________________ (Will only contact if there are changes)
Return this form and your $12 (cash or check payable to UMW Bunko Fundraiser) to Barb Burford
at Christ United Methodist Church, 301 East Drake Road, Fort Collins, CO 80525
or get your name on the list and pay at the door by calling 970-567-0663 or send email with your
information to burfordbarb@gmail.com before deadline—February 20, 2019.

Christ United Methodist Church
301 E. Drake Road
Ft. Collins, CO 80525
Return Service Requested
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HEIFER INTERNATIONAL
Our congregation is part of something big!! Together,
we gave $2485 and the pre-school collected $35 for
Heifer International. Even more exciting, our money
was triple-matched through a grant at Heifer Intl.
You gave gifts of stoves, irrigation systems as well as
sheep, goats, cows, bees, and trees etc. Our gifts will
be distributed to families stateside and internationally
where most needed. The recipients receive an education in care of the items received.
This will enable them to be lifted out of poverty and
hunger, to become self-sustaining, even to pass it forward. Here is a listing of our gifts. Thank you for being
so generous.
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