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What Are We Looking For?
A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR AARON GRAY

 

I trust that everyone had a good Thanksgiving. Now I encourage you as I am encouraging
myself to not be afraid to turn the calendar page and, yes, it is December. We have been
warned, as the Christmas commercials began after Halloween. My favorite radio station used
to begin their holiday music the day after Thanksgiving. Now they start at some point earlier in
November. Their reason is, they said people just couldn’t wait any longer. 
 
I don’t have to go into details of looking around the house or office and even here at the
Church. It is a season of looking and we all must be careful we are not so focused on looking
for other things that we forget what the meaning of Advent is and how it’s preparing us for
Christmas. We can celebrate the first and then prepare for the second coming of Christ. This is
an intense time as we are not promised the day nor the hour.
 
But we must keep looking as we find strength today. It keeps us going when we feel that we
are not without hope, and we know more about fear and uncertainty. There is that person
whom we may know well, or we may not know at all, but they see we have something different
about us and they want to know what it is. 
 
One of the hymns of the season is “People Look East” (MH 402). I don’t want to break any
copyright laws, but in meditation let’s read the words. See if the words don’t describe the
ways in which we need to prepare. 

What are the things we need to put in order to be assured that the greatest gifts are on the
way? These gifts are prepared for us and we need to be prepared to receive them. Jesus Christ
with all his virtues and character is who we want to be. He assures us that, in our looking, we
will find him.

 
See You In Church!
Pastor Aaron       



BIBLE STUDIES THIS MONTH
Monday Bible Study: 
We are continuing the study book, LOVING JUSTICE. God wants us to
love justice as he does. Scripture helps us counter the forces of
injustice present in the world and in our own lives. Please join us
Mondays, 9:30 a.m. in room 107 for study and prayer.

Tuesday Evening Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
In December, the Tuesday evening Bible Study will be watching a
special episode from the video series, THE CHOSEN. In this unique
retelling of the Christmas story, a pregnant teen and her fiance make
the long journey into Bethlehem. Come hear Mother Mary as she
shares her story with a surprise visitor. Please join us December 13th
at 7:00 p.m. for this special presentation.

Seekers Bible Study will undertake an Advent study beginning
Tuesday, December 6 at 9:30 a.m. in room 107. All are welcome for
fellowship, fun, and learning as we utilize THE ADVENT OF THE
SAVIOR edited by Cindy Bunch. The 6 lessons take us from Isaiah's
Prophecy to the Magi's meeting with the Christ child. Join us for these
reminders of the reasons for the season and our place in God's story.
Feel free to contact Carol Hopson with questions or requests for a
study book. (817) 228-3452 or carolhopson54@yahoo.com

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Pastor Aaron's weekday
devotion recordings and

archived ones can be
found on the church

Facebook page and on
the church website: 

 
cumc-fc.org/worship-

devotional. 
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LEARNING AND FELLOWSHIP
Friendship Circle is a wonderful
time to learn more about United
Women in Faith's impact in mission
work around the world. It is also a
great time to share joys, concerns
and have general fellowship. We
would love to have you join this fine
group of ladies. Please contact
Chris Coats at
chris.coats.59@gmail.com,
(307) 399-2192 with any questions.
We hope to see you there!

Explorers Circle invites you to join
us for a time of fellowship, support
and thankfulness! Guests are
welcome! For more information,
please call or text Linda Glover 
(970) 481-1415.

WORSHIP IN
DECEMBER
November 27, 2022
Scripture- Romans 15: 4-13 | Message – The Roots Of Our Hope
December 4, 2022: Holy Communion
Scripture – Isaiah 35: 1-10 | Message – Ah Wilderness
December 11, 2022
Scripture – Matthew 1: 18-25 | Message – The High Cost Of Christmas 
December 18, 2022
Cantata - Chancel Choir
December 24, 2022 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve 
A Service of Lessons | Carols | Communion And Candlelight 
December 25, 2022: To be announced

Advent Message Series;
Preparing For A New Day
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Merry Christmas from Morning Glory Preschool! Thank you
all for participating in our Giving Tree! Your gifts will go to

support families in the Poudre School District's Teen Parent
Program. They were so grateful for the baby items we

donated last spring; I knew we could help them at Christmas
time too. I appreciate all you've done to make this a success.

Looking forward to what blessings 2023 brings our way! 

CONGREGATIONAL
CARE TEAM

The Congregational Care Team
could use some additional
members and invites you to join
us. It is a very rewarding
experience!

The goal of the Congregational
Care Team (CCT) is to reach out
to those in our community of faith
who have special needs and to
help make our church a friendly,
nurturing faith community.

When the Care Team is made
aware of someone who needs a
little extra encouragement, they
do their best to be there with
cards, phone calls and visits.
During the past month CCT
members sent 53 cards and
emails, made 14 calls and 4 visits.

CCT meets on the second Tuesday
of each month at 11:00 a.m. in
the church lounge to update,
review and to assure that the
known needs of those in our
community of faith are being met.   

For more information, please call
Linda Glover, 970-481-1415.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Adult Sunday School meets every Sunday morning at

8:45am in Rm. 107. Join us as we study: I Corinthians, the
Challenges of Life together. Life among Christians can be

great, but at times it can also be exasperating.
Disagreements can occur! I Corinthians shows us how

Christianity was among the Corinthians at that time and
Paul's practical advice for overcoming the challenges of life
together which we can still apply today! Great discussions

and learning. Drop-ins always welcome.
 



FFH Training: There will be a Zoom training for ALL
volunteers on January 8, 2023 at 2:30 p.m. This
training will be conducted by the FFH Program
Manager. With 28 different faith communities and
over 1300 volunteers, it is necessary to have as many
volunteers trained as possible. This provides
consistency and stability as families navigate crisis
with the goal of getting into housing as quickly as
possible. During this hour-long training, you will learn
about the entirety of the Family Housing Network
program, the culture of poverty, and the guidelines
you will need to understand in order to serve in your
volunteer position. It will also provide opportunity for
you to ask questions and meet other volunteers you
will be serving alongside. New and seasoned
volunteers should attend.

 IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, ABOUT FFH SIGNUPS OR
TRAINING, PLEASE CONTACT NATHALEE NOVY AT (970) 224-5331.

Did you notice the table in the Narthex with
all the food on it? We are collecting for the
Food Bank of Larimer County. Monday,
December 19th is the last day for the food
drive. Please give if you can!

HOW YOU CAN HELP

MISSIONS SERVING LOCALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL
Heifer International’s mission is to end
hunger and poverty while caring for the Earth.
We provide small-scale farmers with livestock
and training. Through their hard work and
commitment, our farmers transform Heifer’s
gifts into healthy incomes and growing
economies, allowing families to become self-
reliant for food and income. University
researchers have found that our model is
effective at improving food security, reducing
poverty, and improving gender equality in the
communities where we work. Please look for
our table in the Narthex in the coming months
and consider giving to help families gain back
their independence!

COURAGEOUS GENEROSITY
Do not neglect to do good and to share what you
have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
 Matthew 13:16.  Our gracious heavenly father has
shown us His goodness and generosity through the
sacrifice of His son to save the entire world.   His
desire is for us to give generously and courageously
in order to serve the least of these...
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FFH Volunteers Needed: 
Our first rotation for 2023 is January 22 – 29. Please
watch for your e-mail invite in December and use
SignUpGenius to get first choice of available slots.
Please prayerfully consider volunteering. New
volunteers are always welcome so encourage a friend
to join you. 



Dear CUMC Friends,
Thank you so very much for the love, support, and prayers you gave to me and also
my husband Ken for the past 15+ years. When I decided to retire from my position,
your loving care and understanding was very much appreciated. The fellowship time
after worship that was held in my honor was truly special and I thank you for that.
Also, thank you for the many cards and gifts you sent. Through the years we shared
good times, hard times, and everything in between. As Christians, we share a common
bond in our love of Christ and His church. My prayer is that you continue to work
together and communicate with each other and the staff of CUMC to further God's
kingdom. God Bless! 
Love, Debbie Eiten 
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Thank you for your generosity! 
You have made a difference! Your donation of $7460 on 10/24/2022, is helping
Stephen and Ashlen achieve their long-time dream of being homeowners. They will be
able to move from the challenges of trying to find affordable rent into a place that
they can call home. Stephen and Ashlen are a hardworking, faith-filled couple eagerly
putting in sweat equity hours and building their own home alongside volunteers. We
believe that you, as one of many people from a variety of faith communities, are the
hands and feet of God for Stephen and Ashlen. 
With gratitude, Habitat for Humanity



11/01
11/01
11/01
11/03
11/04
11/06
11/08
11/09
11/16
11/17
11/20
11/25
11/26

Judy Robinson
Amber Rowland

Virginia Street
Carolyn Peterson
Ashley Shannon
Philip Zigterman

Katie Fletcher
Steven Housley

Karen Gibbs
Kendra Coleman

Danielle Demaree
Mary Ritchie

Heather Terranova

Ian Alder
Darold Klein

Rosemarie Aberle
Christian Atherton

Brett Beardmore

11/26
11/28
11/29
11/30
11/30

NOVEMBER
12/01
12/03
12/03
12/04
12/04
12/06
12/06
12/07
12/08
12/10
12/10
12/10
12/11

12/13
12/13
12/14
12/14
12/18
12/19
12/25
12/25
12/26
12/28
12/29
12/29
12/31

Kenneth Gage
Ashley Raymond

Terry Williams
Kaytlyn Bauer

Raegan Freese
Mildred Raymond

Heather Hohweiler
Philip Vadnais

Laura McMeeking
Ryan Altenburg

Donald Novy
Joyce Lathrop

Ron Perkins
 

Quincy Gutsche
Lucia Robbins

Sandra Merriam
Rita Peterson
Valerie Utter

Dwight Hopson
Connie Renne

Matthew Butler
Diana Atherton

Karen Benoit
Nathalee Novy

Craig Zimmerman
Kevin Struckhoff

 

DECEMBER
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"This is the day that the Lord has made; let us
rejoice and be glad in it."

Psalm 118:24



Note from Trustees

Dear CUMC,

We are very thankful for the pledges for the Building Fund for 2023. We have plans

for its use and are thankful that so many of you see the need to give to a fund that

helps improve our building and make it more inviting to any who attend.  

Our church gets a lot of use and it is not uncommon for me to hear the question if

people appreciate our building and that we make it available. On any given day, 40,

50 or more people walk in and out the doors, from 6:00 in the morning to 10:30 at

night, being very thankful for a place to meet for a 12-Step Program, to meet with

others of like mind to discuss the bible, to sing with a choir of 100 similarly aged

folk, or to make sure their preschool kids get a good early start to their education.

The use is varied, but meets our guidelines and from what I’ve heard, it is very much

appreciated. Does it bring in enough money to defray the costs? Probably not. But is

it the right thing to do? I vote yes. Absolutely.  

And on that note, we recently updated our building use policy, including the fees

and yes, it is acceptable to have a fee schedule for a church. The idea is to cover

costs, things like electricity, gas and custodial. And sometimes those things are hard

to estimate. And sometimes the groups give what they can. But you know what,

they come back, night after night, week after week. And they rely on our building

being open. And as much as I get frustrated with coffee spills on the carpet, I still

believe having our building available is the right thing to do.

Joyce Lathrop

Chair of Trustees
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Christ United Methodist Church
301 E. Drake Road
Ft. Collins, CO 80525

Return Service Requested

Office Hours 
Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm 
Phone: 970-226-2341
Fax: 970-207-4030 
E-mail: info@cumc-fc.org

Want your article featured next month? Submit your proofed
work to info@cumc-fc.org, or drop by during office hours.

Deadline is December 16, 2022


